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Washington, United States
Former U.S. president Joe Biden says he is scaling back 
plans to promote his upcoming memoir as he battles ag-
gressive prostate cancer, acknowledging that the illness 
sometimes leaves him struggling.
The 83-year-old Democrat, whose health was a major is-
sue during his presidency, said Sunday that he would be 
unable to make as many public appearances as he had 
hoped ahead of the November 17 release of “Promise 
Me, America.”

“Some days are better than others. It hasn’t stopped 
me. But sometimes it slows me down,” Biden wrote on X.
“What that means is, unfortunately, I won’t be able to 
do as many conversations about my book as I’d hoped. 
However, I’m hopeful the words on the page speak for 
themselves.”
Biden announced in May 2025, four months after leaving 
the White House, that he had been diagnosed with an 
aggressive form of prostate cancer that had spread to 
his bones.
He has since undergone radiation and hormone thera-
py, while his son Hunter said in August that the disease 
had spread further and was causing considerable pain.
Biden struck an optimistic note about his treatment, say-
ing his doctors “continue to be encouraged” by his re-
sponse.

His memoir chronicles his four years in the White House, 
including his handling of the Covid-19 pandemic, wars in 
Afghanistan and Ukraine, and his controversial decision 
to seek reelection in 2024 before withdrawing.
In an excerpt published Monday by The Atlantic, Biden 
delivered a blistering attack on his successor Donald 
Trump over the 2021 assault on the U.S. Capitol by sup-
porters seeking to overturn Trump’s election defeat.
“What Trump did on January 6, 2021, should never be 
forgotten. It should follow him to his grave,” Biden wrote.
He also recalled an unexpectedly friendly Oval Office 
meeting with Trump following the Republican’s 2024 
election victory, during which his successor suggested 
they might have been friends outside politics.
Biden abandoned his reelection campaign in July 2024 
after a disastrous debate against Trump intensified con-
cerns about his age and fitness for office.
His vice president, Kamala Harris, subsequently lost the 
election, returning Trump to the White House.
Biden said his book would explain the decisions he made 
in office and reflect his faith in American democracy.q

Washington,  United States 
A Republican lawmaker 
moved Monday to im-
peach U.S. Defense Sec-
retary Pete Hegseth over 
the war in Iran, setting up 
a potentially explosive vote 
in Congress just days after 
President Donald Trump’s 
party suffered a crushing 
midterm defeat.

Kentucky congressman 
Thomas Massie introduced 
eight articles of impeach-
ment accusing Hegseth of 
illegally waging war with-
out congressional autho-
rization and abusing his 
powers as Pentagon chief.
The Republican-controlled 
House could vote as early 
as Wednesday, with some 
lawmakers from Trump’s 
party signaling that they 
might join Democrats in 
supporting the charges.
Impeachment would be a 
humiliating blow for Hegs-
eth and the Trump adminis-
tration, but would not auto-
matically remove him from 
office.
That would require a trial 
and conviction by a two-
thirds majority in the Sen-
ate  a far higher hurdle, 
even after Democrats take 
control of the chamber in 
January.

The impeachment push 
has gathered momentum 
since Tuesday’s midterm 
elections, when Democrats 
swept both chambers of 
Congress amid widespread 
anger over the Iran war 
and soaring fuel prices.
Republicans retain control 
of Congress until the newly 
elected lawmakers take of-
fice on January 3, but their 
overwhelming defeat has 
fueled recriminations and 
weakened party discipline.
Some Republican law-
makers who lost their seats 
could also skip votes, po-
tentially making it easier for 
the impeachment mea-
sure to pass.

- ‘Hard yes’ -
Massie, an outspoken critic 
of Trump who lost his own 
primary to a candidate 
backed by the president, is 
using a special congressio-
nal procedure to force the 
House to consider his reso-
lution within two legislative 
days.
Republican leaders could 
still seek to block the mea-
sure through a procedural 
vote.
The articles accuse Hegs-
eth of violating the 1973 
War Powers Resolution, 
which limits the president’s 

ability to engage U.S. forc-
es in hostilities without con-
gressional approval.
They also allege miscon-
duct involving civilian ca-
sualties and military opera-
tions in Yemen and Ven-
ezuela.

The Pentagon has rejected 
the accusations.
Democratic House leader 
Hakeem Jeffries, who is ex-
pected to become speak-
er in January, threw his 
weight behind impeach-
ment on Sunday.
“I’m a hard yes on the 
Hegseth resolution,” Jeffries 
told ABC News.
“The so-called secretary 
of defense has abused his 
power, undermined our 
national security and en-
gineered this reckless and 
costly war of choice in 
Iran,” he said.
“Pete Hegseth has got to 
go.”
Several Republicans have 
expressed dissatisfaction 
with Hegseth’s leadership 
without committing to im-
peaching him.
Arkansas congressman 
French Hill said Sunday he 
wanted to hear the debate 
before deciding whether 
the accusations justified 
impeachment.q

This combination of pictures created on November 09, 2026 shows (L/R) US Representative Thomas 
Massie, Republican from Kentucky, in Washington, DC, on February 9, 2026 and US Defense 
Secretary Pete Hegseth leaves after attending the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Defence Ministers’ Meeting in Cebu, Philippines, on October 28, 2026.

Republican launches impeachment 
against U.S. defense chief

(L/R) Former First Lady Jill Biden and former U.S. President Joe 
Biden attend the 25th anniversary commemoration of the 
September 11, 2001 attacks at the National September 11 
Memorial in New York on September 11, 2026.

Biden scales back book 
tour as cancer ‘slows me 
down’
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Washington,  United States
The U.S. Supreme Court al-
lowed the Trump admin-
istration on Monday to re-
sume border wall construc-
tion in an area of Texas that 
includes a national park.
In an unsigned opinion, the 
top court lifted an injunc-
tion from a federal district 
court that had blocked the 
administration from restart-
ing its border barrier proj-
ect in the Big Bend region.
The Supreme Court said 
the lower court injunction 
“impedes the Government 
from advancing its ‘com-
pelling interests’ in border 
security and integrity.”
“The Government’s interest 
therefore outweighs any 
aesthetic, recreational, 
and environmental harm 

alleged by respondents,” 
the court said.
Justice Ketanji Brown Jack-
son filed the lone dissent to 
the decision.
The Center for Biological 
Diversity and others had 
filed suit challenging the 
federal government’s de-
cision to waive dozens of 
environmental laws in or-
der to fast-track the $1.7 
billion project across Big 
Bend National Park, Big 
Bend Ranch State Park 
and the wider region.

The Department of Home-
land Security plans to build 
border barriers, patrol 
roads, lighting and detec-
tion technology in and 
around Big Bend National 
Park, known for its spectac-

ular views and rich biodi-
versity, including hundreds 
of bird species, bobcats 
and black bears.
Bulldozers broke ground in 
August on the public lands 
that blend desert, river and 
mountain ecosystems and 
are home to the famed 
Santa Elena Canyon, be-
fore Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) Commis-
sioner Rodney Scott an-
nounced a pause follow-
ing fierce local opposition 
that crossed party lines.
The project is part of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s 
broader push to build an 
immense border wall with 
Mexico.
Laiken Jordahl, national 
public lands advocate at 
the Center for Biological 

Diversity, called the ruling 
by the Supreme Court a 
“horrific decision.”
“The Trump administration 
and its contractors are hell-
bent on destroying one of 
America’s greatest nation-

al parks, and the Supreme 
Court just gave them the 
green light,” Jordahl said in 
a statement. “They’re sign-
ing off on the permanent 
destruction of the wildest 
place in Texas.”q

Heavy machinery is seen inside Big Bend National Park in 
southern Texas, on August 15, 2026.

U.S. Supreme Court lets border wall construction resume in 
national park area

Washington,  United States 
Will the “blue wave”  bring 
back skinny jeans, owl 
necklaces, mustache mo-
tifs and stomp-clap-hey 
music?
Since the Democrats’ 
blowout midterm elections 
victory on Tuesday, a sense 
of nostalgia has super-
charged talk of “millennial 
optimism” a social media 
trend that harkens back to 
the hope and innocence 
of the late 2000s and early 
2010s.
Videos and posts mention-
ing the meme are racking 
up tens or even hundreds 
of thousands of views cel-
ebrating the fashion, music 
and aesthetic that defined 
millennials’ young adult-
hood.
For many members of Gen 
Z  people who are currently 
aged 18 to 29, also called 
Zoomers  Tuesday’s vote 
brought a taste of the eu-
phoria that the previous 
generation  the millenni-
als, currently aged 30 to 45  
experienced when Barack 
Obama was elected as 
president in 2008 on the 
Democratic ticket.
 The parallels are strik-
ing: Both generations vot-
ed against a backdrop 
of open-ended conflict 
abroad and deep eco-
nomic uncertainty at 

home. Just as young vot-
ers were seen as critical to 
Obama’s success, these 
midterms saw massive 
swings toward the Demo-
cratic Party among under-
30s.
An AFP analysis of NORC 
Civic Health & Elections 
Project data showed that 
65.5 percent of voters aged 
18-29 voted for Democrats, 
compared with 30.6 who 
opted for Republicans.
Furthermore, among young 
people who voted for Re-

publican President Donald 
Trump in 2024, 16 percent 
chose a Democrat in these 
legislative elections.
According to preliminary 
results from a New York 
Times nationwide survey, 
young men aged 18 to 29 
veered toward Democrat-
ic candidates by nearly 40 
percentage points since 
the 2024 elections, and 
women from that age 
group by 27 points.

- Hope -

“This new blue wave that 
has been introduced in our 
country makes me feel very 
hopeful,” Aliya Baddely, 20, 
told AFP. She hopes to see 
Ohio’s governor-elect, Amy 
Acton, make good on her 
promises on education and 
data center regulation.
Fellow Zoomer Caleb Var-
ns, 22, also spoke of a sense 
of hope. He and Baddely 
are both students at the 
University of Akron.
“We have a lot of firsts 
now. I mean, we have first 

Muslim in the Senate, first 
openly gay man,” he said, 
referring to Michigan sen-
ator-elect Abdul El-Sayed 
and New Hampshire’s Chris 
Pappas. Both were elect-
ed Tuesday. Democratic 
Representative Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez, a millennial 
and one of the most promi-
nent younger voices in 
Congress, said in an Insta-
gram post “imagine all the 
seats we flipped last night... 
because you (created an 
electoral wave) the first 
time you ever voted, you’re 
like ‘Yeah, we can change 
the world!’”

- Optimism or discontent? -
But it’s not all optimism.
Zoomers, whose school and 
university experiences were 
upended by the pandem-
ic, are unsettled by what 
the future holds  from cli-
mate change to the threat 
of artificial intelligence on 
their career prospects.
For Alberto Medina, head 
of communications at a 
US-based research organi-
zation, the Center for Infor-
mation & Research on Civic 
Learning and Engagement, 
said the two elections are 
really only comparable be-
cause they resulted in “a 
big Democratic wave that 
was powered by young 
voters.”q

Election observers gather around a clipboard at the Hinds County Election Operations Center 
in Jackson, Mississippi, on November 9, 2026, as officials continue processing ballots from the 
November 3 midterms and the U.S. Senate race between Democrat Scott Colom and Republican 
incumbent Cindy Hyde-Smith remains too close to call.

For Zoomers, blue wave in U.S. election evokes ‘millennial optimism’
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London,  United Kingdom 
British comedian and TV 
star Russell Brand was Mon-
day jailed for more than 10 
years for a string of sex of-
fences including rape, as 
the judge told him he had 
been a “sexual predator” 
whose fame had protect-
ed him.
Brand, 51, showed no emo-
tion as judge Joel Benna-
than said he had acted 
with “staggering arro-
gance” and shown “con-
tempt” for his victims, who 
had suffered significant 
and lasting harm.
“About 20 years ago Russell 
Brand, you were becoming 
famous, you were clever, 
and in many people’s eyes 
you were funny and char-
ismatic. You had also be-
come a sexual predator,” 
he said.
The judge said Brand’s sta-
tus protected him until he 
was exposed in 2023 by 
journalists from the Sunday 
Times, The Times and the 
Channel 4 Dispatches pro-
gram, leading to women 
coming forward to make 
complaints to police.
Bennathan paid tribute to 
the “determination and 
bravery” of the women, 
adding Brand had repeat-
edly acted “how you liked 
and when you liked, unhin-
dered by the rules by which 

decent people live”.

Brand’s wife Laura Gallach-
er, with whom he has three 
children, slumped in her 
seat in the public gallery of 
London’s Southwark Crown 
Court as the total sentence 
of 10 years and six months 
was announced.
Brand told his wife, who 
has supported him in court 
throughout the case, “we’ll 
be OK”, before being led 
down to the cells.
The disgraced star was con-
victed by a jury last week of 

one rape and three sexual 
assaults committed against 
four women between 2004 
and 2009.
Brand, who has reinvented 
himself as an online Chris-
tian guru, held a string of 
prayer beads and made 
the sign of the cross before 
one of his victims person-
ally read out her impact 
statement from behind a 
screen.
She said she had been left 
“traumatized” by the as-
sault in a London bar in 
2004.

“For many years as his star 
was rising it was impossible 
to escape seeing him all 
over the media, being cel-
ebrated for his disgusting 
behavior against women 
like it was all a joke,” she 
told the court.

- ‘Celebrated’ -
A second woman, a 
21-year-old fan he raped in 
2009 after they met at one 
of his shows, told the court 
she had felt she simply 
would “not be believed” if 
she reported him.

British comedian and actor Russell Brand arrives at the Southwark Crown Court as his rape and 
sexual assault trial continues in south London on October 30, 2026.

‘Sexual predator’ Russell Brand jailed for 10 years for rape, assault
“His fame, wealth and influ-
ence created a power im-
balance which made me 
feel powerless,” she said.
The hearing came as Prime 
Minister Andy Burnham 
pledged to be “relentless 
in making whatever im-
provements we can” to 
provide more support for 
victims.
Brand was cleared of two 
other alleged rapes and 
one count of attempted 
indecent assault. But he  is 
facing further investiga-
tions after London police 
revealed rape allegations 
by two more women.
From Channel 4 to MTV 
and an eponymous prime-
time show on BBC Radio 
2, the wild-haired come-
dian’s obsession with sex 
and his no-holds barred 
delivery contributed to his 
notoriety.
Brand denied the charges, 
but he admitted to being 
“extremely promiscuous” 
and using his fame to “fa-
cilitate sexual access”.

- ‘Wake-up call’ -
Born to working-class 
parents in Essex, east of 
London, in 1975, Brand 
dropped out of drama 
school before joining MTV 
at the age of 25.
He had his own radio show 
at the BBC, which last week 
apologised for the “culture 
and failings” when Brand 
worked there between 
2006 and 2008.
Brand left the BBC after 
leaving a well-known actor 
sexually explicit messages 
on his answering machine 
about having slept with his 
granddaughter.
He made a foray into Hol-
lywood after a brief mar-
riage in 2010 to US pop star 
Katy Perry.
The court found him guilty 
of sexual assaults against 
an MTV worker, a Chan-
nel 4 worker and a Capital 
Radio employee, as well as 
raping a fan.
The organizations that 
propped up Brand for 
years are now facing ques-
tions about how he contin-
ued for so long.
British culture minister Lisa 
Nandy said men in power 
were still exploiting women 
in the media industry, say-
ing his case was a “wake-
up call”.q

Paris, France
French luxury group Kering 
said Friday that British-Ja-
maican designer Martine 
Rose would take over at 
Balenciaga, following the 
departure of Pierpaolo Pic-

cioli after just 18 months on 
the job.
“Her appointment reflects 
our ambition to keep 
Balenciaga at the forefront 
of innovation, creativity 
and culture,” Kering chief 

executive Luca de Meo 
said in a statement.
De Meo has been shaking 
up management at the 
conglomerate’s smaller 
houses while also seeking 
to boost sales at its flagship 
Gucci and Saint Laurent 
brands. The former Renault 
chief, who took over last 
year, is grappling with in-
dustry-wide pressure amid 
weaker demand from Chi-
na and worries about con-
sumer spending across the 
global economy.
Rose, 45, created her 
namesake menswear label 
in London in 2007, and had 
already worked as a con-
sultant for Balenciaga’s 
menswear line from 2015 
to 2018 under its star Geor-
gian designer Demna.
Her first show is set for Feb-

ruary during Paris Fashion 
Week.
“Balenciaga has always 
been a House of radical 
creativity, challenging 
conventions and redefin-
ing the boundaries of fash-
ion. Martine Rose embod-
ies this spirit with a fresh, 
fearless and deeply con-
temporary vision,” de Meo 
said.
In the statement, Rose 
said the house created by 
Spaniard Cristobal Balen-
ciaga in 1919 “has been 
shaped by remarkable 
creative talents before 
me”.
“I am committed to hon-
ouring this legacy and look 
forward to creating the 
next chapter in this rich 
and beautiful story,” she 
said.q

Martine Rose attends the Luar fashion show during September 
2022 New York Fashion Week: The Shows at The Shed in New 
York City on September 11, 2022.

Kering taps British designer Martine Rose to lead 
Balenciaga
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Asuncion, Paraguay
Oscar Acuna knows how 
to handle disasters after 
decades of volunteering 
as a firefighter, but noth-
ing could have prepared 
him for a banking crisis that 
has severely hindered Par-
aguay’s emergency ser-
vices.
Last week’s collapse of 
Ueno Bank blocked almost 
half of the population from 
accessing their money and 
led to the impeachment of 
president Santiago Pena, 
who is linked to the bank.

Paraguay’s volunteer 
firefighters had around 
$320,000 deposited in Ueno 
when the central bank 
seized control on Novem-
ber 3, citing serious solven-
cy problems.
“Just as many savers in our 
institution were defrauded, 
we as an institution were 
also defrauded and today 
we are suffering the con-
sequences,” a glassy-eyed 
Acuna told AFP.
The 45-year-old com-
mands the Sixth Volunteer 
Fire Company in Mariano 
Roque Alonso, a city lo-
cated next to the capital 
Asuncion. It receives some 
funding from the govern-
ment, but more than half its 
finances come from dona-
tions from ordinary people.
“Once a year we go out 
into the streets to ask the 
public for contributions so 

we can cover our operat-
ing costs. We deposited all 
our funds in that bank be-
cause we trusted it,” Acu-
na said.
The crisis has forced his 
team to choose which 
emergencies to respond to 
given the lack of resources.
He and some 6,500 volun-
teers spread across 140 sta-
tions nationwide, all similar-
ly affected, are praying for 
an accident-free period.

- Forced to be selective -
An unusual quiet pervad-
ed the station on Sunday, 
when families normally 
drop by to take photos or 
celebrate birthdays.
“Morale is low and you can 
feel it,” said the command-
er, surrounded by unused 
uniforms and donations 
waiting to be sorted.
Mariano Roque Alonso’s 68 
volunteers work round the 
clock, ready to respond 
to fires, traffic incidents, 
household accidents and 
animals needing rescue at 
a moment’s notice.
Current circumstances re-
quire them to be more se-
lective, however.
“A lady just came by to ask 
for help with a problem she 
has with her pet, but we 
told her that this time we 
had to turn her down,” said 
Acuna.
The biggest concern is fuel, 
which powers generators, 
pumps and other essential 

rescue tools along with the 
fire trucks themselves.
Once it runs out, “we’ll 
practically be unable to 
move,” said Acuna, add-
ing that the station’s cash 
box is empty.
An emergency response 
can cost between $80 and 
$52,000 depending on the 
scale of the disaster, ac-
cording to Lorena Canan, 
the president of Paraguay’s 
Volunteer Fire Department.
Other parts of the country 
have drastically reduced 
rescue operations to cope. 
Only one fire truck is on duty 
in Ita, south of Asuncion.
“The time will come when 
we’ll have to pay out of our 
own pockets, but that’s dif-
ficult because our personal 
finances were also affect-
ed,” said volunteer Angel 
Nunez, 50.

- Waiting game -
Almost three million Ueno 
depositors lost access to 
their funds.
Thousands of people have 
protested in several cities, 
demanding the return of 
their money and the re-
moval of Pena from office.
Their second wish came 
true, with senators im-
peaching him and replac-
ing him with vice president 
Pedro Alliana on Friday.
The ousted leader owned 
shares in a group that con-
trolled Ueno until he sold 
them last year.q

People take part in a protest over the banking crisis in front of the Paraguayan Congress 
building in Asuncion on November 9, 2026.

araguay bank crisis puts the brakes on 
emergency services

Brussels, Belgium
The EU will clamp down on influencer marketing and 
ban online features that trick Europeans under plans to 
overhaul the bloc’s consumer protection rules, accord-
ing to documents seen by AFP on Monday.
The European Union already has multiple laws cover-
ing data protection, artificial intelligence and online 
content. But Brussels and campaigners argue there are 
gaps that leave consumers exposed to harmful digital 
practices.
The new law known as the “Digital Fairness Act”  due 
to be unveiled by consumer protection chief Michael 
McGrath on Wednesday  will fill those gaps, it says.
According to the draft documents, the EU will ban de-
ceptive practices known as “dark patterns”  features 
designed to trick users into making choices preferred by 
a seller  and demand greater transparency over pric-
ing.
For example, online sellers must not make false claims 
about the availability or popularity of a product, and 
should not suggest an item is popular and therefore 
scarce, one document that is still subject to revisions 
said.

Companies and brands working with influencers also 
face stricter rules on how their products are promoted 
by requiring content creators to label videos and posts 
clearly as an “advertisement” or “commercial collabo-
ration”.
Under the rules, the EU will forbid brands from asking 
influencers to encourage children to buy products or 
persuade their parents to buy items in commercial con-
tent.
Video games will also be banned from offering minors 
“pay-to-win” or “pay-to-progress” features, and in-
game virtual currencies will have to show the real-world 
value of the currency used to purchase them.
Users should have the right to disable features like auto-
play and notifications not related to their activity, one 
of the documents said.

And the EU will demand that platforms remind consum-
ers when a free trial period ends with details about the 
end date and how much it will cost to continue.
Brussels also wants users to know the full price of an on-
line order before checkout, banning a practice known 
as “drip pricing” where fees are hidden until the end.
Instead, online sellers must reveal “the maximum price 
a consumer may  be required  to pay for that ticket”, 
one document said.q

French influencer Melissa Alleb attends the 28th NRJ Music 
Awards at Palais des Festivals on October 23, 2026 in 
Cannes, France.

EU to crack down on 
influencer marketing
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Paris, France
AI, superchips and cyber 
warfare may be reshap-
ing modern espionage, but 
some secrets are still won 
the old-fashioned way: 
through sex and scandal.
The latest controversy to rip-
ple through the tech world 
centres on Nvidia chief 
Jensen Huang and his affair 
with a woman accused by 
Washington of working for 
Chinese intelligence, which 
Beijing denies.
The episode has thrust the 
“honey trap” back into the 
spotlight, reviving interest 
in an age-old spying tactic 
that turns attraction and 
intimacy into tools for steal-
ing state secrets and influ-
encing those in power.

- Seduction and blackmail 
History is packed with pow-
erful politicians and insiders 
who found themselves en-
snared by men and wom-
en tasked with winning their 
trust before extracting intel-
ligence or gaining lever-
age.
One of the most famous 
femme fatales in spy lore 
is Mata Hari, the Dutch ex-
otic dancer executed in 
1917 after being accused 
of spying for Germany dur-
ing World War I.
The Cold War also pro-
duced a long list of similarly 
colourful cases.
In France, ambassador 
Maurice Dejean was re-

called from Moscow in 
1964 after after an extra-
marital affair, said Clement 
Renault, a researcher at 
France’s Institute for Strate-
gic Research (IRSEM).
The scandal created one of 
former president Charles de 
Gaulle’s most memorable 
put-downs: “Alors Dejean, 
on couche?” (“So, Dejean, 
sleeping around?”).
Another famous case, Re-
nault said, involved the So-
viet KGB blackmailing British 
embassy employee John 
Vassal with “intimate pho-

tos revealing his homosexu-
ality, taken in Moscow”.
In the 1980s, Israeli whistle-
blower Mordechai Vanunu, 
who revealed details of Is-
rael’s secret nuclear pro-
gramme, was lured into the 
hands of his kidnappers by 
a woman known as “Cin-
dy”.
She “persuaded him to join 
her in Rome, where he was 
abducted by the Mossad 
and taken back to Israel,” 
Renault explained.
Other honey traps ran for 
years.

In the 1960s, Chinese op-
era singer Shi Pei Pu, se-
cretly working for Chinese 
intelligence, began a two-
decade affair with French 
diplomat Bernard Boursi-
cot, who handed over sen-
sitive information.

- Not so glamorous -
The honey trap can take 
many forms.
Some seducers are trained 
professionals, like East Ger-
many’s famed “Romeo 
Spies” whose mission was 
to romance lonely West 

German women and gain 
access to important infor-
mation.
“With the shortage of eli-
gible men  another conse-
quence of the war (WWII)  
single West German wom-
en, eager for male com-
panionship, became fre-
quent targets for East Ger-
man male spies,” the CIA 
later said in a study.
Not every honey trap looks 
like something out of a Hol-
lywood film.
Intelligence services have 
also used sex workers, busi-
ness executives and well-
connected individuals who 
already move in the tar-
get’s world.
That is what makes the 
Nvidia allegations so in-
triguing.
Alice Huang, the woman in-
volved in the affair, “held a 
senior role at Megaspeed, 
a Singaporean firm special-
ising in AI computing infra-
structure” that did business 
with Nvidia, Renault said.
“She was allegedly re-
cruited by (China’s) state 
security ministry as an 
agent, perfectly placed to 
make contact (with Jensen 
Huang),” Renault said.
“What is interesting here is 
that a key figure in the ‘AI 
war’ could be caught in 
a relatively classic opera-
tion.”
Some cases are not so 
subtle.q

Madrid,  Spain 
Spain has ordered olive 
oil producers to withdraw 
12 percent of their output 
from the market and store 
it till September 2027 to 

prevent a bumper harvest 
from driving down prices.
This will remove around 
188,000 tons of olive oil 
from the market, the ag-
riculture ministry said in a 

statement on Friday.
“The aim is to regulate sup-
ply in order to improve and 
stabilize the functioning of 
the market and the sec-
tor,” it said.
Spain is the world’s larg-
est olive oil producer, ac-
counting for around 40 
percent of global output, 
according to the Interna-
tional Olive Council.
Mild temperatures and 
abundant rainfall during 
the spring have created 
favorable conditions for 
what Spain expects to be 
its fourth-largest harvest on 
record.
The agriculture ministry 
forecasts Spanish olive oil 
production of 1.6 million 
tons in the 2026-27 season, 
up 23 percent from the 

previous season.

The 12-percent require-
ment will apply to each 
mill’s cumulative monthly 
production, regardless 
of the category of olive 
oil, with producers free to 
choose which type to store 
and whether to use their 
own or external facilities.
The government said the 
measure, which farming 
associations have lobbied 
for, could be modified from 
December 31 depending 
on how production devel-
ops.
During a visit to an olive oil 
cooperative in Andalusia 
on Friday, Spain’s main ol-
ive oil-producing region, 
Agriculture Minister Luis 
Planas said the traditional 

olive grove was “vital” to 
the country.
“It has high production 
costs, and if prices fall be-
low a certain threshold, 
there can indeed be prob-
lems with profitability,” he 
told reporters, adding that 
the measure had never 
previously been applied.
The Spanish olive oil mar-
ket has recovered from 
a period of low produc-
tion caused by drought 
and heatwaves during the 
2022-23 and 2023-24 sea-
sons, when prices soared 
to record levels.
The sharp increase in the 
price of olive oil prompted 
many Spanish households 
to switch to cheaper alter-
natives such as sunflower 
oil.q

This screengrab from video footage by CTI obtained via AFPTV on November 9, 2026 shows Alice 
Huang (2nd R in pink), a Chinese executive linked to the data centre company called Megaspeed, 
attending a dinner hosted by Nvidia’s chief executive and co-founder Jensen Huang (2nd L in 
black back facing camera) at a restaurant in Taipei on May 22, 2025, during Computex, the 
island’s top tech expo.

Honey Traps: sex, lies and a spy’s oldest trick 

A worker fills a bottle of olive oil in Lopera cooperative, near 
Jaen, on March, 24, 2025.

Spain puts the squeeze on olive oil producers to avoid glut
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Basic driving rules on Aruba: Traffic signs
(Oranjestad)—Though Aru-
ba’s traffic is relatively easy 
to manage, driving here—
especially if it’s your first 
time visiting—can be for-
eign. To help you out, here’s 
a breakdown of some traf-
fic signs you might encoun-
ter on the road. 

Speed limit in certain areas
As mentioned in yester-
day’s issue, the legal mini-
mum and maximum speed 
limit on the island is 50 and 
80 km/h respectively. How-
ever, there are some areas 
where it is mandated to 
drive up to a certain speed. 
This is always indicated by a 
circular traffic sign with red 
border and the number 50 
on it. Signs like these are al-
ways paired by a similar sign 
with the number crossed 
out further down the road. 
This means that the man-
date for this speed is now 
over; you may increase 
your velocity. Red borders 
on traffic sign—whether it’s 
a circle or triangle—usually 
signal a warning, prohibi-
tion or preference.

Besides the “50” sign, you 
may also encounter a traf-
fic sign that says “bebou-

wde kom”. These can be 
found in San Nicolas and 
Oranjestad. Bebouwde 
kom sings are rectangular 
and blue, and essentially 
tell you that you are in a 
heavily inhabited area. The 
maximum speed limit in a 
bebouwde kom is 50 km/h. 
Just like the previous pair, 
bebouwde kom signs are 
also paired with a similar 
sign crossed out.

Priority signs
On the main roads of Aru-
ba (not the highways), you 
may see a yellow, squared 
sign with a white border. 
This sign tells you that on 
this road, you have priority 
and all other traffic should 
yield to you. This sign can 
be seen in Savaneta for ex-
ample. So, if you are driving 
on the main road in Sava-
neta going to San Nicolas, 
you are driving on a single 
long road, and other cars 
that want to get on this 
main road or cross it, either 
from an intersection or from 
a dirt road, must all wait un-
til traffic on the main road 
is clear. In other words, you 
do not have to stop for 
them. This sign too has a 
counter part that indicates 

that your priority is over.

Another priority sign you 
may encounter is a triangle 
sign with a red border and 
something that looks like a 
cross. You’ll see this sign in 
an intersection. The gen-
eral rule of thumb for cross-
ing an intersection that do 
not contain traffic lights, 
roundabouts, sign or arrows 
on the road, is to always 
yield for traffic on your right. 
However, if you encounter 
this sign on your side of the 
intersection, you have pri-
ority over the other cars, 
even the one on your right.

However, be careful not to 
confuse this sign with a simi-
lar up-side down triangle, 
also found on intersections. 
This sign is a prohibition sign, 
telling you that you have to 
stop and give other cars 
priority. Of course you also 
have a “stop” sign that 
mean the same thing. The 
stop sign is generally used 
for tricky intersections with 
minimal view of opposite 
incoming traffic.

These are some of the ba-
sic rules that you would 
have to know if you decide 

to drive on the island. These 
are of course other traffic 
signs, and we recommend 
you visit aruba-travelguide.
com for an extensive over-

view of all traffic signs used 
on Aruba.q

Picture credits: 
aruba-travelguide.com

Another treasure of Aruba’s beaches: Sea Glass!
(Oranjestad)—It is hard 
to imagine this happen-
ing today, but years ago 
people dumped all kinds 
of refuse straight into the 
ocean, including old cars, 
and their household gar-
bage, which of course in-

cluded lots of glass. Over 
the next 30 years the 
pounding waves cleaned 
the beach, by breaking 
down everything but glass 
and pottery. The pounding 
waves washed the trash 
up and down, back and 

forth. Tons of polished, bro-
ken glass pieces were cre-
ated by the pounding surf. 
These smoothened, col-
ored glass particles then 
settled along the sea shore 
in millions, and that is why 
you can find these beauti-

ful and colorful pieces on 
the north shore beaches of 
Aruba.

Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the 
famous Natural Bridge” 
and the huge red anchor 
close to “Grapefield” 
beach you will be able 
to find your own pieces 
of sea glass. The sea glass 
that was created is the 
product of a very long and 
interesting process.

It can take anywhere from 
10 to 30 years to make sea 
glass.

The name for any piece 
of glass that finds its way 
to the ocean and tumbles 
around in the water long 
enough is “Sea glass.

The colorful pieces of glass 
are being used for decora-
tion, handcrafts and jew-
elry!

Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 
broken up into shards and 
is tumbled around in the 
water, where sand and 
other rocks act like sand-
paper to smooth out its 
rough edges.

Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be-
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems.

For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 
Glass, household appli-
ances and even motor 
parts were discarded on 
the beach. The waves and 
weather conditions wore 
down the overwhelming 
amount of garbage in the 
water, creating millions of 
beautiful smooth rocks.

Continued on Page 8
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Sea Glass!

Continued from Page 7

It’s hard to believe the 
short-sighted mistakes we 
were making that could 
have potentially ruined 
these beautiful beaches. 
But thanks to natural pro-
cesses, the ocean trans-
formed the trash into the 
sea glass.

Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story.

The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights.

Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of bro-
ken apothecary bottles. 
The most common and 
the easiest to find are the 
brown, green and clear 
glass.

If you like to see the sea 
glass for yourself, and be 
in awe of the power of na-

ture, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted 
beaches on the north side 
of the island. Make it a fun 
family day!

Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor-
rect our mistakes.

Funny, how trash can 
change into treasures!

Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take 
local shells home, but the 
people working at the air-
port have no problem you 
taking sea glass home. A 
few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora-
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacation!q
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Explore Aruba!
(ORANJESTAD)—Aruba To-
day collected some things 
to do BEYOND the beach. 
Aruba, located 15 miles 
north of Venezuela in the 
warm waters of the south-
ern Caribbean, is home 
to beautiful white-sand 
beaches, 82-degree days, 
and thus ideal for the per-
fect beach day. But we 
are also blessed with some 
of the warmest people in 
the world and our island is 
19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 
70 square miles. Bit more 
to discover than the white 
stretch on the coastline we 
say. Let’s mention some of 
these hidden gems.

Arikok National Park
The Arikok National park is 
worth the ride. We love the 
hikes that are guided by 
the park’s rangers whose 
job is to maintain trails and 
protect natural resources. 
The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the histori-
cal sites tell you about the 

island’s indigenous roots. If 
you are not up to walking, 
you can drive through the 
park, one way or another 
this park is a great place to 
spend an entire day. Cruis-
ing through the landscape 
you end up at some of the 
most stunning beaches 
like Dos Playa or Daimara 
Beach. In total, the park 
consists of 34 square kilo-
meters of protected nature 
with a richness of animals 
living in it. The Aruban whip-
tail lizard (cododo), Aruban 
cat eye snake (santanero) 
and endangered rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just 
some of them, you can also 
admire these close in the 
park’s Visitors’ Center. For 
more information, visit the 
website www.acf.aw

Natural Bridge
One of Aruba’s favorite 
tourist attractions is the 
Natural Bridge. For thou-
sands of years, pounding 
waves and strong winds 
have slowly chiseled away 

the limestone cliffs along 
Aruba’s north coast to cre-
ate several natural bridges. 
The largest of these bridg-
es used to be the famous 
Natural Bridge. The bridge 
was a formation of coral 
limestone cut out by years 
of pounding surf, and was 
one of the largest of these 
types of spans in the world. 
It stood some 23 feet (7 me-
ters) above sea level and 
spans more than 100 feet 
(30 meters). Unfortunately 
the bridge collapsed on 
September 2, 2005. Despite 
this, it is still the most pho-
tographed natural bridge 
and it remains a popular 
tourist attraction in Aruba, 
with the adjacent and in-
tact Baby Bridge also mer-
iting a visit. The Natural 
Bridge is the perfect stop 
while touring Aruba. There 
is no admission fee or set 
hours for visiting. Quench 
your thirst with refreshing 
beverages & refuel your 
tank with local snacks.

The Lourdes Grotto
Named in commemora-
tion of the famous French 
religious landmark, was 
created under the guid-
ance of a priest named 
“Erkamp” and parishioners 
in the year 1958. The grotto, 
a shrine built into the rocks 
is located in Seroe Preto, 
just off the main road to 
San Nicolas. A statue of the 
Virgin Mary, weighing 700 

kilos, was hoisted into place 
in the grotto. Every year, on 
February 11 (feast of Lady 
of Lourdes), a procession 
leaves from the St. There-
sita church in San Nicolas 
to the grotto, where a mass 
is performed. The grotto is 
located road-side and can 
be visited daily. Just make 
sure you park safely in the 
event you wish to stop for 
pictures at this location.q

Best spots to view the sunset
(Oranjestad)—What can 
be more romantic than sur-
prising your partner with a 
date watching the sunset? 
Aruba’s sunset leave many 
speechless, and luckily, the 
best spots to view the sunset 
are entirely accessible and 
easy to find. Here are some 
of the best places to view 
the sunset on the island.

California Light House
Of course, being one of the 
highest points easily acces-
sible to locals and tourists, 
the California Light House 
hill not only offers a tremen-

dous view of the sunset, but 
also a breath taking scen-
ery of most of the island. In 
the distance you can spot 
all the hotels, the west-
ern shoreline and the wild 
waves that crash on the 
northern side of the island.

Manchebo & Eagle Beach
Speaking of the western 
shoreline, the best spots 
for viewing the sunset on 
the beach has to be either 
Manchebo Beach or at 
Eagle Beach, which stretch 
along the entire western 
coast of the island. The 

sunset on these beaches is 
truly breathtaking; the sky 
and ocean look so big and 
spacious, and paired with 
the orange/pink hue of 
the sunset, the white san-
dy beaches and the soft 
sounds of waves crashing—
it can only be described as 
an experience!

Arashi Beach
Another beach that has to 
be considered as another 
great spot to view the sun-
set. Arashi Beach is the last 
beach you will find along 
the western coast line, just 

before you drive up the 
hill to the California Light 
House. A favorite for surf-
ers and body boarders, the 
Arashi sky stretches out for 
miles, lending a spectacu-
lar canvas for the sun to 
create a masterpiece of 
orange, pink and purple 

Hooiberg Hill
These last two options are 
for more active couples. If 
you and your partner like to 
hike, the Hooiberg Hill may 
be a great place for you to 
get your daily workout in 
and enjoy a beautiful view 

of the sunset and the island 
as a little reward. Climb on 
top the 587-step stairs and 
reach the top to enjoy this 
incredible scenery.

Casibari Rock Formation
If you’re a rock climber, you 
might enjoy watching the 
sunset on top of the Casi-
bari Rock Formation. It’s no 
Yosemite, but it does offer 
a fun little exercise to get 
to the top. But if you prefer 
not to get your hands a little 
dirty, you can always use 
the stairs in the back.hue.q
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Keeping up with the conniving spider… 
Nanzi fools Cha Tiger
Many years ago, Cha* 
Tiger did not live in the 
mondi*, but among civ-
il society. Back then, he 
was feared by everyone. 
When he walked past in a 
halfway, everyone around 
would make room immedi-
ately, that’s how ferocious 
he was.

One night a group of friends 
was hanging out and they 
were talking about Cha Ti-
ger. “You know, that tiger 
sure is incredibly strong and 
I don’t trust him one bit. He 
probably eats a lot too. Oh, 
I’m so scared of him!” one 
person said.

“Oh, don’t be stupid! What 
can Cha Tiger do? He’s all 
bark and no bite, that’s it. 
I certainly am not afraid of 
him. I bet you guys that I 
could even sit on his back 
like I would any donkey.” 
It was Nanzi who said this. 
The people around him 
laughed at his remarks, 
thinking how silly it was for 
him to say such things.

“You, Nanzi? You are such 
a liar! He’ll stomp you into 
next Tuesday, stop saying 
such nonsense.”

“I’m not lying!” Nanzi de-
fended himself. “He’ll take 
me all the way to Shon 
Arei*.”

The next morning, Shon Arei 
already knew of what Nan-
zi had been saying about 
Cha Tiger. He was really 
curious to see if Nanzi was 
brave enough to put his 
money where his mouth is. 
Cha Tiger walked past.

“Hey, Cha Tiger!” someone 
called to him. He growled 
at the person. “Hey, Cha 
Tiger! Listen!”

“Nanzi made fun of you, 
said he wasn’t afraid of 
you at all! Said he could sit 
on your back and that you 
weren’t as strong as we 
think you are.”

Cha Tiger stopped dead in 
his tracks, furious. “Well, I’ll 
set him straight!” Cha Tiger 

ran toward Nanzi’s house, 
prepared to teach Nanzi 
a painful lesson. The entire 
way there he was growling 
and yelling, making every-
one around aware what 
was going to happen. They 
all ran inside and peaked 
through the blinds to see 
the fight that was going to 
unfold.

Nanzi also heard Cha Ti-
ger’s screams, slowly get-
ting closer and closer. 
He was terrified. His face 
turned pale, and his teeth 
started chattering like 
someone with a high fever. 
Sweat was dripping down 
his forehead.

When Cha Tiger arrived at 
Nanzi’s place, he stormed 
in and saw Nanzi’s frail 
body lying face down in 
the corner. “Hey, how are 
you, Cha Tiger?” Nanzi 
asked, his voice trembling. 
“I Heard you were making 
fun of me in front of your 
little friends, so I came to 
hear from your own mouth 
what you have to say to 

me,” Cha Tiger retorted, still 
fuming.

“Me? Talk bad about you?” 
Nanzi chuckled nervously. 
“People are such liars, I 
swear. Can’t you see how 
sick I am here?” Nanzi took 
a pause, like someone who 
couldn’t breathe prop-
erly. In his case of course, 
it was probably from ex-
treme fear. “Shi Maria* 
wanted to take me to Shon 
Arei, where someone can 
heal me from my illness.” 
Still wrapped up in his act, 
Nanzi turned back face 
down. “Me, a father of nine 
little children…”

Cha Tiger was shocked. 
Nanzi looked absolutely 
terrible, God knows he was 
dying.

“Cha Tiger, you’re strong. 
Could you put me on your 
back and take me to Shon 
Arei, I can barely walk,” 
Nanzi pleaded. Cha Tiger 
took pity on the spider and 
agreed to do this favor. 
Nanzi climbed on the ti-
ger’s back, letting his body 
fall down and grabbing 
on to Cha Tiger’s neck. 
“Would you mind putting a 
rope in your mouth so I can 
hold on? That way I can sit 
up straight,” Nanzi asked. 
Cha Tiger growled in re-
luctance but said OK. And 
so they made their way to 
Shon Arei.

Once they started traveling 
through the mondi, Nanzi 
turned to Cha Tiger and 

said: “These mosquitos are 
so annoying! Cha Tiger, do 
you mind if I cut a piece of 
branch so I can keep these 
mosquitos away?” Cha Ti-
ger let him take his branch.

Eventually they made it 
out the mondi to where ev-
eryone else was. Nanzi im-
mediately perked up and 
whacked Cha Tiger with his 
branch, making the tiger 
jump. He ran all the way to 
Shon Arei’s castle. Exhaust-
ed, he plumped down in 
front of His Majesty.

“See, Shon Arei? Cha Tiger 
ain’t nothing but a big don-
key!” Nanzi said proudly. 
Everyone around cheered: 
“Hurray, Nanzi!” Poor Cha 
Tiger was so embarrassed 
that he was fooled by the 
conniving spider, and so he 
ran into the mondi to hide. 
To this day, it’s said that the 
tiger still hides away in the 
mondi.

Cha: Nickname placed in 
front of someone’s name 
and can mean anything, 
like friend. However, it often 
has negative connotations 
first.

Mondi: dry wooded areas 
found on the ABC islands.

Shon Arei: The King

Shi Maria: Nanzi’s wife.q

Story and pictures are from 
“Kon Nanzi a Nek Shon Arei (i 
otro kuentanan antiano di e 
araña sabi)” by Nilda Pinto.
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(Oranjestad)—If you’re ever up 
for an Aruban snack, try making 
another Aruban classic appetizer 
called Pan Bati. Similar to a pan-
cake both in appearance and 
cooking, this is a super easy meal 
that adults and children will both 
enjoy. Here’s how to make it!

Ingredients:
2 cups of all purpose flour
1 cup grams of fine cornmeal 
2 tbsp baking powder
1 1/3 cup of milk
1 pinch of salt
2 tbsp of granulated sugar
Oil for cooking

Instructions:
Add all the dry ingredients in a 

bowl first, and stir until well mixed. 
Then add the milk and beat until 
reached a pancake-like consisten-
cy. If more moister is needed, add 
some water until reached desired 
consistency.
In a hot pan with oil, pour in enough 
batter to cover the bottom of the 
pan. Just like pancakes, flip the 
pan bati when one side turns gold-
en brown. When your pan bati is 
ready, place on a plate and cover 
with a clean kitchen towel.

Traditionally, pan bati is cut in tri-
angle pieces, and is often eaten 
as a side dish with soup, fried fish 
or stews. However, it is also casu-
ally enjoyed with some butter and 
cheese on top!q

Dining in? Try making some local favorites!
How to make “pan bati” 

Lessons from our elders: Plants and fruits for medicinal use
O R A N J E S T A D — T h o u g h 
western medicine is now 
widely used for common 
illnesses and to keep our 
bodies healthy and happy, 
it is still very common in 
every household in Aruba 
(and around the world) to 
have staple home rem-
edies that is passed on 
through generations. Here 
are some tips that our el-
ders have passed on to us 
over the years.

Pineapple
Pineapple has more uses 
than topping it on your 
Christmas ham. According 
to elders, the skin of a pine-
apple is great to use to re-
fresh your body. Clean the 
skin thoroughly and make 
tea or warapa* with it. It is 
said that this tea can also 

be drank after an opera-
tion on the ovaries or uter-
us. This gets rid of irritation 
and inflammation.

Arrowroot
Arrowroot is native to tropi-
cal America and can be 
sold as a powder or whole. 
It is said that you can take 
arrowroot powder and 
make a “shalup” (porridge) 
for stomach pain or when 
you’re feeling weak. You 
can make it with milk too, 
but it is advised to best 
use just water. You can 
also add prunes for a bit of 
sweetness. Arrowroot sha-
lup is also good to treat an 
unhealthy gut or for diar-
rhea.

To make arrowroot shalup, 
boil a bit of water and add 

one tablespoon of arrow-
root powder and stir con-
tinuously until you reach 
porridge consistency. If you 
make a shalup with milk, 
add a pinch of salt. Raw 
arrowroot powder can be 
used to powder babies.

Eggplant/Aubergine
Eggplants, or aubergines, 
are easy to find in super-
markets around the world 
and can be grown all year 
round on the island. Relat-
ed to potato and tomato, 
eggplants are good to 
calm nerves. It can also be 
used to lower blood pres-
sure, by steeping its leaves 
in boiled water and drink-
ing it. You can also make 
eggplant juice to help puri-
fy your blood. However, do 
make sure to drink slowly; 

let it mix with your spit and 
then swallow.
 
Eggplant kataplan* can 
also be used to treat skin 
tumors, abscesses and 
hemorrhoids. Eggplant kat-
aplan can also be used ex-
ternally to treat arthritis.

*warapa: term referring to 
a water and sugar solution, 
a.k.a simple syrup.
*kataplan: porridge-like 
mixture used externally 
for wounds or parts of the 
body that are painful or 
swollen.q



Tuesday 10 November 2026
A12

store. 
Supermarket hours

Supermarket hours may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though, 
most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm.  

Safety
Since February 2024, Aruba 
has been categorized as 
the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele-

graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, so 
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe. 

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab-
lishments. 

Drinking water

The water that flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

Answer to previous puzzle

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each 
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.SUDOKU

Difficulty: ★ 11/9
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King Classic Sudoku

Difficulty: ★★ 11/10
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ACROSS
1. Pop’s Dua 
--
5. Raised 
to the third 
power
10. Make 
suitable
12. Peace 
goddess
13. See to 
every trivial 
detail
15. Small 
dog, for short
16. Carnival 
city
17. Wee bite
18. Radio 
nuisance
20. Trig 
function
21. Derisive 
look
22. Jury 
member
23. In 
harmony
25. Experts
28. Port 
sights
31. Quite 
uncommon
32. Like 
some training
34. Lupino of 
film
35. 
Numbered 
hwy.
36. Month in 
Marseilles
37. Very 
short time
40. Lost color

41. Tango or 
twist
42. Winter 
gliders
43. Active 
person

DOWN
1. Reading 
aids
2. Blockheads
3. Old arcade 
muncher
4. Busy mo. 
for CPAs
5. Italian 
sendoff
6. Caterer’s 
pot
7. Little cap
8. Car part
9. More 
profound
11. British 

party
14. Tiny 
photos in spy 
movies
19. Make 
sport of
20. Blueprint 
data
24. “Don’t 
bother”
25. Does the 
hair just so
26. Tire type

27. Source of 
answers
29. Japanese 
robe
30. Posture
33. Down 
source
35. Fishing 
poles
38. Cardinal 
color
39. 
Scoundrel

SERVICE

Saturday’s answer 
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taxi services

San Nicolas

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

dOCTOR ON 
DUTY

Oranjestad

Oranjestad: Oduber             	
	      Tel. 582 1780
San Nicolas:   Aloe     	             	
                  Tel. 584 4606

Hospital 
7:00 pm/10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

IMSAN 
24 HOURS
Tel. 524 8833

Dental Clinic               587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba     587 0002
Urgent Care                586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic  588 0539

other

Police	  	        100
Police Oranjestad     527 3140
Police Noord	        527 3200
Police Sta. Cruz	        527 2900
Police San  Nicolas   584 5000
Police Tipline	        11141
Ambulance	        911
Fire Dept.	        115
Red Cross	        582 2219

EMERGENCY

Taxi Tas	     	        587 5900
Prof. Taxi	        588 0035
Taxi D.T.S.	        587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba        583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv.	        280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

 FAVI- Visually Impaired
 Tel. 582 5051
 Alcoholics Anonymous
 Tel. 736 2952

 Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

 Centre for Diabetes 
 Tel. 524 8888

 Narcotics Anonymous
 Tel. 583 8989
 Against Domestic Violence(FCVR) 
 Tel. 583 5400

 Child Abuse Prevention
 Tel. 582 4433

 Aruba Food Bank 
 Tel. 588 0002

general info
 Phone Directory 	              Tel. 118

HEALTH

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
In a cramped workshop in 
the heart of Addis Ababa, 
seamstresses are busy turn-
ing out reusable sanitary 
pads  a vital resource in 
Ethiopia, where many girls 
go without because of the 
cost and taboos.
In Ethiopia, a religiously 
conservative country of 
130 million people where 
around 40 percent live in 
poverty, menstruation is still 
often treated as a subject 
of shame and disposable 
sanitary pads are luxury 
items.
Hanan Ahmed, 41, set up 
her company, Han’s with 
Care, in 2021 in the hope 
of tackling what she calls 
“menstrual shame and pe-
riod poverty”  something 
she experienced firsthand 
when she was younger.
“I used to be one of those 
girls who have a very heavy 
flow. I would end up stain-
ing my clothes and the 
desk I was sitting at. And 
because of that, I didn’t 
come to school for like a 
week or two, making up 
excuses,” Hanan told AFP.

After a career in fashion 
and then aviation, she re-
alised that “some of the 
period-shaming that hap-
pened 20 years ago is still 
going on now” and de-
cided to leave everything 
behind to start her own 
business.
Ethiopia imports all its sani-
tary pads from abroad, 
making them unaffordable 
to the poor. A 2017 study 
by Johns Hopkins University 
found that just 28 percent 
of Ethiopian women re-
ported having everything 
they need for their periods.
The result is that young girls 
miss school, women lose 
crucial income and many 
are forced into dangerous 
alternatives.
In rural areas, they use “bits 
of mattress or dirty socks”, 
said Hanan, adding that it 
causes infections.
Her company offers cot-
ton sanitary pads that are 
washable and reusable for 
up to two years.

- ‘Excluded’ -
In the small workshop in the 
capital, the dozen workers 
are tightly focused, the 
clatter of sewing machines 

Students examine the contents of reusable sanitary pad kits as Hanan Ahmed,41, founder of Han’s 
Care, distributes them at Negat Kokeb School in the Kebene neighbourhood of Addis Ababa, on 
October 20, 2026. 

Ethiopia firm takes aim at menstruation taboos

drowning out any conver-
sation.
The company can pro-
duce up to 1,000 pads a 
day. Rather than distribut-
ing them through pharma-
cies, the firm sells to spon-
sors such as banks, which 
then give them out for free 
across the country.
Tsege Woldu Abate, 30, has 
worked at the company 
for five years. She recalled 
her first period at age 13: “I 
didn’t tell my family... I was 
afraid to speak up.”
Today, she says she is 
“proud” of her work be-
cause “it is very useful for 
girls”.
On a recent morning at the 
Nigat Kokeb School in Ad-
dis Ababa, sanitary pads 

were distributed to about 
a dozen young girls.

Their teacher, Tigist She-
wangizaw, welcomed the 
company’s awareness-
raising efforts and dona-
tions, so that “no girl misses 
school”. While Hanan high-
lights the progress made 
in the capital, she said the 
situation remains largely 
unchanged in rural areas.
“In some tribes and religious 
groups, when a young girl 
begins her period, she is 
excluded from the house-
hold,” Hanan said.
She hopes to secure great-
er support from the Ethio-
pian authorities and to see 
the conversation around 
menstruation normalised.

“We’re trying to create 
that freedom to talk about 
periods,” said Hanan. 
“We’re raising our voices, 
so I believe and I hope 
that in 10 years’ time, there 
will be a change in our 
community.”q
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San Francisco, United States 
Anthropic announced on 
Monday that it would re-
lease updated versions of 
two of its most powerful 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
models as the company 
prepares for a highly an-
ticipated IPO this month.

The new models, Fable 5.2 
and Mythos 5.2, can per-
form up to 30 percent fast-
er than previous versions, 
particularly on complex 
tasks such as coding, while 
costing 20 percent less, the 
company said.
Both are built on the same 

underlying model. Fable 
5.2 has safeguards that 
block most cybersecurity 
and biology tasks, which 
lets Anthropic offer it to all 
users.
Mythos 5.2 has fewer of 
those restrictions and is 
available only to vetted 
organizations working in 
cybersecurity or biomedi-
cal research.
The first versions of Fable 
and Mythos were released 
under a cloud of contro-
versy.

Both models were pulled 
days after their June 
launch, when the U.S. Com-
merce Department, citing 
national security concerns, 
ordered Anthropic to bar 
access by foreign nation-
als. The controls were lifted 
weeks later.
The latest versions come as 

Anthropic is aiming to hold 
its initial public offering the 
week of November 16, 
when it is expected to raise 
up to $100 billion, which 
would make it the largest 
IPO on record.
The San Francisco-based 
lab’s Wall Street debut is 
expected to fetch a valu-
ation exceeding $1 trillion, 
though estimates have fall-
en in recent weeks from a 
high of $2 trillion.
The stock market debut is 
being seen as a gauge of 
how long the AI spending 
boom lifting the US econo-
my can last.
Growth has been stagger-
ing at the company. An-
thropic’s revenue reached 
$17 billion in the third quar-
ter, up from just $1.4 billion 
a year earlier, a securities 
filing showed earlier this 
month.q

New York,  United States 
Nvidia chief Jensen Huang 
sits at the center of the ar-
tificial intelligence boom, 
and the spy scandal that 
erupted over the week-
end threatens to shake the 
company at a time when 
confidence in the AI invest-
ment frenzy is already frag-
ile.
Taiwan-born Huang is re-
garded as the godfather of 
the AI economy, the exec-
utive every player in the in-
dustry must turn to because 
the technology depends 
on the graphics processing 
units (GPUs) that his com-
pany designs.

Those chips have made 
Nvidia one of the two most 
valuable companies in the 
world, alongside Apple.
GPUs are in short supply, 
and the most powerful 
tech executives and com-
panies rely on Huang to 
keep them flowing to the 
data centers that run the 
models behind OpenAI’s 
ChatGPT and Anthropic’s 
Claude.
Huang has also plowed 
Nvidia’s windfall into AI 
startups and labs that 
spend the money on his 
chips, a circular arrange-

ment that could spread 
any trouble at Nvidia across 
the industry.
“Nvidia without Jensen I 
don’t know what that’s 
worth,” Stephen Witt, au-
thor of a book on Huang 
and Nvidia, told CNBC. 
“Nvidia is Jensen Huang.”
The scandal over Huang’s 
affair with an alleged Chi-
nese spy lands days before 
Anthropic’s expected IPO, 

a Wall Street offering seen 
as a key test for an industry 
under pressure as investors 
show more caution in the 
AI story.
That wariness was fueled by 
last week’s U.S. elections, in 
which voters showed an-
ger at AI, tech billionaires 
and the data centers that 
house Nvidia’s chips.

- ‘Irreplaceable’ -

Silicon Valley figures rallied 
to Huang’s defense.
Shaun Maguire, a partner 
at Sequoia Capital, wrote 
on X that Huang “did some-
thing incredibly dumb” that 
“was bad for America,” but 
said he believed there had 
been no bad intention and 
that Huang was “irreplace-
able for America’s AI lead-
ership.”
“I simply do not believe he 

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang delivers the keynote address at the GTC AI Conference in San Jose, 
California, on March 18, 2025.

Nvidia’s Huang scandal rattles AI industry built around him

This photograph shows a figurine in front of the logo of the US 
artificial intelligence safety and research company Anthropic 
during a photo session in Paris on February 13, 2026.

Anthropic launches powerful new models ahead of 
Wall Street debut

would ever knowingly do 
anything to disadvantage 
either America or Nvidia,” 
said investor Gavin Baker, 
who has known Huang for 
almost 30 years.
Other investors were less 
confident Huang would 
survive the probe launched 
by the Nvidia board.
“I doubt Jensen Huang will 
be able to remain as Nvid-
ia CEO,” wrote Gary Black 
of the Future Fund, which 
counts Nvidia among its 
largest holdings, adding 
that Huang had “no natu-
ral successor within the 
company.”
“Boards are risk-averse in-
stitutions comprised of in-
dividuals who worry obses-
sively about being sued,” 
he said.
Dan Ives of Yorkville Ives & 
Co called it “a black eye 
moment” for Huang and 
said the Nvidia chief was 
“the core DNA of Nvidia.”
“Jensen is not replace-
able,” Ives said, adding 
he expected Huang to re-
main CEO in the near term 
but that the board’s find-
ings could still lead to his 
removal.

- Washington to decide? -
Huang’s fate will likely be 
determined in Washington.
Ives said the scandal would 
spark multiple congressio-
nal inquiries and increase 
scrutiny of chip sales to 
China, a sensitive issue as 
the AI race between the 
United States and China 
accelerates.
Huang had persuaded 
the Trump administration 
to ease restrictions on chip 
sales to China and, after 
donating to some White 
House causes, became a 
close adviser to President 
Donald Trump.
But Democrats won con-
trol of Congress in last 
week’s elections, and Chi-
na hawks from both parties 
are expected to ask why 
Trump did not act when he 
was first told of Huang’s ties 
to the Chinese business-
woman now suspected of 
spying for Beijing.
Bill Bishop, author of the 
Sinocism newsletter on 
China, said Huang’s role in 
deciding who gets Nvidia’s 
scarce chips made him a 
valuable target.q
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Paris, France
France’s five-time Olympic 
judo champion Teddy Riner 
announced on Monday he 
would run in next year’s 
presidential election, after 
expressing concern about 
the “rise of the far right”.
“My name is Teddy Riner 
and today, I am telling you 
face to face: I am a candi-
date in the 2027 presiden-
tial election,” the 37-year-
old said in a surprise an-
nouncement on social 
media.
Riner, one of the great-
est judokas in history, said 
in the two-minute-37-sec-
ond video that he feared 
France could soon be-
come deeply divided, ap-
pearing to cast himself as 
a candidate for voters un-
willing to choose between 
two political extremes  the 
far right and the hard left.
His announcement comes 
as far-right candidate Ma-
rine Le Pen leads in the 
polls to replace centrist 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron next year, with hard-
left firebrand Jean-Luc Me-
lenchon in second place.
“Today we live alongside 
one another,” said Riner, 
who hails from the French 
overseas territory of Gua-
deloupe. “I fear that to-
morrow we’ll be living in 
confrontation.”

- ‘Right skin colour’ -
Riner, among France’s 

best-known sports figures, 
has publicly said he was 
very worried about the 
“rise of the far right”.
Le Pen has benefited from 
one of the most fractured 
political landscapes in 
modern French history, 
with a crowded field of 
candidates competing for 
support. Infighting among 
centrists has increased the 
likelihood of a second-
round runoff between Le 
Pen and Melenchon.
Riner voiced concern 
about a France that is “col-
lapsing under the weight 
of debt” and said he was 
troubled to see “a father or 
mother gritting their teeth 
while filling a shopping trol-
ley”. 
He lamented that “state 
authority has disappeared” 
in the face of “thugs”.
Riner, who is black, also 
criticised excessive bureau-
cracy and a system where 
he said “a young person’s 
future can be destroyed 
simply because they don’t 
have the right network, the 
right name or the right skin 
colour”.
“I will not be among those 
who watch the country 
burn while making excus-
es,” he added, sitting in 
front of a bookcase and 
wearing a white shirt and 
dark jacket. “Fighting has 
always been part of who I 
am. I know what it means 
to struggle, to fall, to al-

ways get back up.”

- ‘Starting from zero’ -
He acknowledged that 
some people would dismiss 
his candidacy.
“I know what people are 
going to say about me: 
‘He’s crazy. He’s not from 
the establishment. He 
doesn’t have the codes. 
He’s never done politics,’” 
he added.
“If refusing to bow my 
head and refusing chaos 
makes me crazy, then yes, 
I’m completely crazy.”
Dani Podgoretskaya, an 
analyst at Eurasia Group, 
said Riner addressed “the 
right pain points” but that 
she did not see him as a se-
rious contender.
“The French take the presi-
dential election very seri-
ously, given how much 
power the office holds. He 
has no experience in elect-
ed office, no party and no 
detailed programme yet,” 
she said.
“While I still find it possible 
that we may yet see a 
providential figure emerge 
who unites the anti-populist 
vote, I doubt that Riner is 
that figure.”
Erwan Lestrohan of polling 
firm Odoxa said that while 
no candidate was gener-
ating broad enthusiasm 
among French voters, Ri-
ner’s popularity would not 
necessarily translate into 
electoral support.q

Los Angeles, United States
Coco Gauff outlasted fellow American Jessica Pegula 
to win a tension-packed group stage opener 6-4, 6-7 
(5/7), 6-2 on Sunday in the WTA Finals at Indian Wells.
Two-time major winner Gauff fell behind 5-1 in the sec-
ond set but saved three set points in the 10th game and 
captured five games in a row to seize a 6-5 edge.

Pegula denied a Gauff match point and held in the 
12th game to force a tie-breaker, then jumped to a 5-2 
lead and forced a third set with a forehand return win-
ner.
Gauff seized a 3-0 lead in the third set and dominated 
from there, holding in the final game to take the match 
after two hours and 39 minutes when Pegula swatted a 
backhand beyond the baseline.
“I was having a lot of fun,” Gauff said. “I took a little 
break. First match in like a month. To play a tournament 
like this with no preparation is something I’ve never 
done in my career.
“I’m just really happy to get through today. It was a 
tough match. It was 2 1/2 hours and I feel like every 
point was  I don’t know if you guys were holding my 
breath but me too, so just happy to be through.

“I’m really proud of myself for this one.”
Gauff, the 2023 U.S. Open and 2025 French Open 
champion, and Pegula had split 10 prior career match-
es, Gauff winning the Cincinnati final and a Wimbledon 
quarter-final this year in their most recent prior meetings.
In the other Group One opener, reigning Wimbledon 
champion Linda Noskova defeated Marta Kostyuk 6-2, 
6-4.
Noskova, a 21-year-old Czech, needed only 86 minutes 
to defeat Ukraine’s Kostyuk.
World number one and reigning champion Elena Ry-
bakina withdrew from the WTA Finals on Saturday due 
to a viral illness with Kostyuk replacing her at the Califor-
nia hardcourt event.

Noskova improved to 3-1 against Kostyuk, all matches 
coming this year as both made the WTA Finals for the 
first time.
Noskova won in three sets at the US Open fourth round 
in their most recent prior meeting and in the Wimbledon 
semi-finals, while Kostyuk won on her way to the Madrid 
clay crown.
This year’s WTA Finals were scheduled to be held in Sau-
di Arabia but in July were moved to Indian Wells after 
US military strikes on Iran in February and the subsequent 
war in the region. q

France’s five-time Olympic judo champion Teddy Riner appears in a video displayed on a 
smartphone and released on his Instagram social media account, as he announces his candidacy 
for the France 2027 presidential election in Brussels, on November 9, 2026.

Judo king Riner joins fight for French 
presidency

Coco Gauff of the United States returns a shot to Jessica 
Pegula of the United States during day one of the FAGE WTA 
Finals at Indian Wells Tennis Garden on November 08, 2026 in 
Indian Wells, California. 

Gauff outlasts Pegula to win 
group opener at WTA Finals
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Los Angeles,  United States 
Bryson DeChambeau said 
on Sunday he does not re-
gret joining LIV Golf and of-
fered no new details of his 
future plans in his first pub-
lic comments since the di-
visive tour announced it is 

shutting down.
DeChambeau was argu-
ably the highest profile 
member of a swathe of 
golf stars who defected 
from the traditional PGA 
Tour to free-spending LIV in 
2022, turning the golf world 

on its head.
The two-time US Open 
winner had continued to 
staunchly defend the reb-
el tour even after its Saudi 
backers pulled the plug 
this year, expressing opti-
mism for a now-aborted 
“LIV 2.0” relaunch plan 
even as others like Jon 
Rahm jumped ship.
With LIV announcing on 
Thursday that it will shutter 
for good, DeChambeau is-
sued a statement express-
ing gratitude for his experi-
ence with the rebel tour.

“I’m not going to rewrite 
the last four years. I made a 
decision I believed in, and 
I’m grateful for what came 
with it: playing in front of 
fans new and old around 
the world who rarely got 
to see the best players at 

home,” he said.
“The record crowds in Ad-
elaide and Johannesburg 
will stick with me for the rest 
of my life.
“I believed this game 
could reach more people, 
in more places, in a new 
way. I still believe that. And 
I gave it everything I had to 
keep team golf alive.”

DeChambeau expressed 
confidence that LIV Golf’s 
distinctive team-based for-
mat would be successful in 
the future.
“I still believe in team golf. 
It may look different in the 
future, but I still believe it’s 
essential to growing the 
game,” he said.

Several former LIV stars 
have announced they will 
play on the DP World (Euro-

pean) Tour next season  a 
potential route to one day 
returning to the U.S. PGA 
Tour.
DeChambeau, whose per-
sonal commercial ventures 
include a hugely popu-
lar YouTube channel, did 
not reveal his future com-
petitive plans, beyond a 
scheduled appearance 
at next month’s Nedbank 
Golf Challenge in South Af-
rica.
But the famously outspo-
ken and self-confident star 
vowed to act with “humil-
ity and respect” in the fu-
ture as he ponders his next 
step.
“Arnold Palmer said no 
player is bigger than the 
game, and I want to ac-
knowledge that, along the 
way, I’ve said some things 
that didn’t help,” he said.q

Miami, United States
LeBron James had his best 
game yet for the Philadel-
phia 76ers, who bounced 
back with a 127-121 win in 
Chicago on Sunday over a 
Bulls side that has now lost 
seven straight NBA games.
Veteran superstar James 
scored 22 points his highest 
tally since joining the Six-
ers this summer  in a return 
to form after a paltry eight 
points in Friday’s disap-
pointing loss to Cleveland.

James also had five as-
sists while Jaylen Brown 
top-scored with 29, Tyrese 
Maxey poured in 27 and 
Joel Embiid pulled down 10 
rebounds.
The star-studded Sixers 
have lost just twice so far 
this season, for their best 
start after 11 games since 
2000.
Philadelphia grabbed the 
lead early in the second 
quarter and never trailed 
from there, though a resil-
ient Chicago pulled within 

two points in the closing 
stages.
“We have a lot of guys 
that’s been in situations, 
late-game situations, and 
we have a ‘no panic’ but-
ton,” said James.

“We understand that we 

got to get stops on this end, 
but if teams make a run, 
we understand how to be 
calm on the other end as 
well.”
The Bulls remain second-
bottom of the Eastern Con-
ference, ahead of only the 
Milwaukee Bucks the only 

team Chicago has beaten 
so far this campaign.
They were without shooting 
guard Norman Powell, their 
second-leading scorer this 
season, who was placed 
on the injury report hours 
before tip-off with back dis-
comfort.

But Josh Giddey provided 
some hope with a double-
double including 19 points 
and 15 assists. Meanwhile, 
James’ former Los Angeles 
Lakers team overcame the 
absence of red-hot talis-
man Luka Doncic to beat 
the Detroit Pistons 121-116, 
and also move to 9-2.
Doncic, who has been 
averaging more than 40 
points per game this sea-
son, was left out with lower 
back tightness, the team 
announced.
Austin Reaves stepped up, 
scoring 43 points, includ-
ing two calm free throws 
in the final seconds to take 
the game beyond Detroit’s 
reach.

The Lakers never trailed but 
had to fight hard to retain 
a razor-thin lead for most of 
the fourth quarter.
Daniss Jenkins led the Pis-
tons’ comeback attempt 
from the bench with 31 
points, while Kevin Huerter 
added 24. q

LeBron James #23 of the Philadelphia 76ers shoots a three pointer over Josh Giddey #3 of the 
Chicago Bulls during the first half at United Center on November 08, 2026 in Chicago, Illinois. 

LeBron James shines as Sixers down Bulls

Bryson DeChambeau of Crushers GC lines up a putt on the 
second green during day four of LIV Golf Indianapolis at The 
Club at Chatham Hills on August 23, 2026 in Westfield, Indiana. 

Defiant DeChambeau ‘grateful’ for LIV, vague on future plans


