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California governor says commuting all death sentences in state

Los Angeles, United States
California Governor Gavin
Newsom said Thursday he
was commuting all death
senfences across the state
to life imprisonment, in a
move that will affect over
500 prisoners.

Newsom, who is widely
expected to make a run
for the White House in 2028,
said capital  punishment
was  “incompatible” with
the values of the most
populous state in the US.
“Today | am acting on
my long and deeply held
conviction that individually
and collectively we are
sfronger as a society when
we reject state-sanctioned

kiling,” he wrote in a
letter addressed “fto all
Cdlifornians.”

With 548 people awaiting
execution in Cdlifornia, the
state has one of the largest
death row populations in
the world.

However, it has not carried
out a death sentence for
two decades, even as
courts continue to impose
the penalty on those
convicted of murder and
other serious crimes.

“Many Californians feel
that those who commit
brutal crimes deserve to
die. But as governor, |
have concluded the state
cannot morally kill them,”
he said, calling the decision
“among the most difficult

P

California Governor Gavin Newsom speaks at a campaign rally at the Hollywood Palladium in
Hollywood, California, on November 1, 2026.

of my career.”

“I' do, however, pray
that this action will finally
separate the memories of
the victims of these crimes
from the fate of those who
harmed them. We can now
let these offenders die in
obscurity while we forever
remember and honor their
victims.”

The announcement comes
with a renewed spotlight
on the death penalty in the
United States, one of the
few wealthy counfries to
retain capital punishment.

In September, the state
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Los Angeles mayoral candidate Nithya Raman speaks during
an election night watch party at the Greek Theatre plaza in Los

Angeles, on November 3, 2026.

Los Angeles, United States
Democratic socialist Nithya
Raman ousted incumbent
Democrat Karen Bass fo
become the next mayor
of Los Angeles, ending a
heated race that saw the
one-tfime allies spar over
frustration with the status
quo.

Bass called Raman on
Thursday to concede, after
the latest numbers showed
Raman with 52 percent
of the vote against the
outgoing mayor's 48 per-
cent, with three-quarters
of votes counted.

“I'm deeply honored to be
your next mayor,” said Ra-

of Tennessee failed twice
to kill convicted murderer
Christa Pike with a lethal
injection before rushing
her to hospital. The drama

made headlines around
the world.
Last month Defense

Secretary Pete Hegseth
announced that the firing
squad execution of a man
who went on a shooting
rampage ata US Army base
would be livestreamed.

Days later and after an
outfcry from both sides of
the political aisle, as well as
from the Catholic Church

and the United Nations,
President Donald Trump
cancelled the plan, saying
Nidal Hasan would sfill
die, but that the sentence
would not be broadcast.

- ‘Not by our hand’ -

In a lengthy letter Thursday,
Newsom appeared to be
walking the public through
his thought process and the
discussions he said he has
had on the issue.

He said the decision to issue
a blanket commutation for
alldeathrowinmates came
down to not differentiating
among those affected by

heinous acts.

“ have concluded that
attempting to distinguish
among crimes and
offenders for clemency
would inadvertently create
two classes of murder
victims those whose
perpetrators deserve the
death penalty and then
the rest,” Newsom said.

“I will therefore issue the
same commutation fo
every condemned person
life without the possibility of
parole,” he added.

“These offenders will die
in prison, but not by our
hand.”

Jess Nichol, whose sister’s
kiler is on death row in
California, said she had
previously wanted the
culprit to die for his crime.
“But over time I've realized
that whetherhe's executed
has absolutely nothing to
do with my recovery or
with real public safety,” she
said.

e system ftells survivors that
execution matters to our
healing. It doesn’t. It's a
distraction from what we
actually need.”

The American Civil Liberties
Union applauded the
move over a practice it
said conlifted with *human
dignity, fairmess, and the
values enshrined in our
Constitution.”J

Leftist Nithya Raman beats Democratic
incumbent to become L.A. mayor

man, 45, in a statement on
social media.

“I love this city. | believe in
its people. The work ahead
will be hard, and change
will take time. And togeth-
er, we are going to build a
future as extraordinary as
the city we call home.”
Raman, 45, campaigned
in the nation's second-
largest city on a platform
of "pothole politics™ -- dub-
bing broken streetlights
and jagged sidewalks as
failures of her predeces-
sor's leadership -- while
harnessing the anger of
younger vofers over af-
fordability.

Her victory is yet another
in the win column for can-
didates backed by the

Democratic Socialists of
America, who have pro-
pelled a cadre of left-wing
leaders intfo office in cifies
across the country as well
as Congress.

Raman, who was the first
DSA-affiliated Los Angeles
city council member, will
now helm the entertain-
ment capital as it prepares
fo host the 2028 Olympics.
Bass, 73, was elected in
2022 as the first Black wom-
an mayor in Los Angeles
history, and entered the
role with decades of state
and federal government
experience.

But her term was riddled
with setbacks. She was
haunted by her handling
of deadly wildfires in 2025,

which erupted while she
was traveling for the Biden
administratfion.

“While this is not the out-
come we hoped for, the
people of Los Angeles
have spoken,” Bass said in
a statement.

“I have called Council-
member Nithya Raman
fo congratulate her on
her victory, and | have
committed to ensuring a
smooth and seamless fran-
sifion. Moving this city for-
ward is what Los Angeles
needs from all of us.”

- ‘Broken status quo’ -
Raman was an 11th-hour
entrant into the race, and
had even inifially backed
Bass's re-election bid.(]
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‘We’re not for sale’: Americans want to pump brakes on data centers

New York, United States
Voters in dozens of Ameri-
can cities approved restric-
tions or outright bans on
data centers during Tues-
day’s midterm elections, in
one of the clearest signals
that a groundswell of an-
ger over the Al boom has
cut across political divides.
“Democrat, Republican,
that didn't maftter,” said
Alisha Lange, a farmer from
Piqua, Ohio. "People want
their town back.”

She was one of the driving
forces behind the grass-
roots group Save Piquag,
which advocated for a
ban on data centers with
a capacity of more than
25 megawatts, effectively
ruling out any large-scale
project.

The ban passed in a ballot
measure on Tuesday and
now jeopardizes the con-
struction of a data center
worth more than $1 billion
planned by Meta, even
though the project had al-
ready been approved.

The 42-year-old farmer
wept with joy when she
learned that two-thirds of
voters approved the mea-
sure.

"We're just a liftle farm
town, and we would much
rather just have a cornfield
or have some sort of indus-
try that provides anincome
to a larger amount of peo-
ple,” she said, referring to

In an aerial view, a farm house is seen across the road from a portion of the Meta Prometheus
Campus, an Al data center and super cluster project, is seen on November 1, 2026 in New Albany,
Ohio.

the relatively small number
of jobs that data centers
tend to create after they're
built.

While ballots are sfill being
counted around the coun-
fry, more than three dozen
local measures have al-
ready passed that resulted
in tighter regulations for
data centers, according
to consulting firm Redbud
Consulting.

The outcomes add to re-
strictions already imposed
by nearly 600 jurisdictions
across the country, ac-
cording to Electric Choice,
including enfire states in
some cases, like New York

and Texas.

Metaisn't the only big tech
company spending billions
on data center construc-
fion -- Google, Microsoft
and Amazon are also in-
vesting heavily in an effort
to meet growing demand
for their Al products and
services.

- Last straw -

In Ottawa, a small town
near Kansas City, residents
also overwhelmingly ap-
proved a ban on large
data centers.

“"We're not for sale,” Mi-
chael Lewis said.

Lewis is a member of a

grassroots organization
called Oftawa United, and
ran for Congress this cycle
as a Democrat, though he
lost on Tuesday fo the in-
cumbent Republican.

“You can dangle some
money in our face, it
doesn’'t mean we're go-
ing to give away our re-
sources and deal with the
environmental issues that
stem from” data centers,
he said.

In  Janesville, Wisconsin,
a maijority of city coun-
cil members were initially
open to a proposal from
developer Viridian, which
was ready to put $8 billion

on the table to build a data
center on a former General
Motors site that closed in
2008.

But communities are start-
ing to ask for more than
job creation potential and
total investment when scru-
finizing new construction
projects.

"What we're seeing now is
that there is a much broad-
er range of indicators that
indicates a good project
or a bad one,” Cathy Erd-
man, a member of Janes-
ville for Responsible Devel-
opment, said.

A project’s impacts on lo-
cal tax streams, broader
infrastructure, quality of life
and other land uses “can
be equal to or greater in
importance than the num-
ber of jobs or just the dollar
amount in capital invest-
ment,” Erdman said.

Under pressure, the city
council ultimately rejected
the Viridian project in June,
then adopted a one-year
moratorium, before a ma-
jority of voters on Tuesday
backed new restrictions.
Any large-scale project on
the former General Motors
site must now be approved
by referendum.

While some in Janesville
went to the polls to express
their outright opposition to
data centers, others simply
wanted “more transparen-
cy,” Erdman said.[]

Melania Trump calls for ‘more enduring’

Washington, United States
U.S. First Lady Melania
Trump called for a new,
“more enduring” ceasefire
in Ukraine as she hosted
officials from the war-torn
country and its invader
Russia at the White House
on Thursday.

Trump earlier helped ne-
gotiate a six-day ceasefire
in the Russian-occupied
fown of Oleshky, which
ended on Sunday. The
brief pause was one of the
most notable instances of
Russian-Ukrainian cooper-
afion since Moscow invad-
ed its neighbour in 2022.

“I hope Oleshky inspires
greater peace. Every sig-
nificant transformation
begins with a small spark,”
Trump told reporters at a

joint press conference with
Russian presidential envoy
Kirill Dmitriev and Ukrainian
ceasefire negoftiator David
Arakhamia.

“Now we must use the
courage we brought fo
Oleshky to find common
ground through a shared
concern for the suffering of
innocent people,” Trump
added. “Together, we can
create something more
enduring than a tempo-
rary ceasefire.”

She concluded by say-
ing that she had written
personal lefters to Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and his Ukrainian counter-
part Volodymyr Zelensky.
“The ceasefire in Oleshky
would not be possible

without  President  Putin
and President Zelensky.
Their cooperatfion estab-
lishes a meaningful prece-
dent for advancing peace
throughout the region,”
she added.

Ukraine’s human rights om-
budsman Dmytro Lubinets
presented Melania Trump
with a national award for
her role in brokering the
Oleshky ceasefire that en-
abled the evacuation of
civilians.

Dmitriev said that “on be-
half of President Putin, on
behalf of people of the
Russian Federation, we
would like to thank First
Lady Melania Trump for her
distinguished humanitarian
role in resolving Oleskhy
sifuation.”

Ukraine ceasefire

The rare, if brief halt in fight-
ing, which was respected
by both sides, allowed
roads to be demined and
residents to depart for ei-

ther Ukraine or Russia.

The first lady has also been
involved in efforts fo return
Ukrainian children taken to
Russia.(]

\

Russia’s presidential envoy Kirill Dmitriev (L) presents U.S. First
Lady Melania Trump with a child’s drawing during an event
marking the ceasefire in the Russian-occupied city of Oleshky,
at the White House in Washington, DC, on November 5, 2026.
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India's 'Lord of the Rings': filmmakers hail 'Ramayana’ epic

London, United Kingdom
The makers of an Indian
blockbuster based on the
ancient Hindu epic Rama-
yana have hailed the new
film as an unprecedented
fusion of homegrown and
Hollywood talent, calling it
India's first fruly global re-
lease.

"Ramayana: Rise of a Leg-
end" -- in cinemas world-
wide from Thursday -- has
been more than a decade
in the making, with a re-
ported mega $420 million
combined budget.

It draws on the falents of
Oscar winners in visual ef-
fects and music, buoyed
by a stellar cast featuring
some of Indian cinema's
biggest names.

"People from all over the
world came in to work on
this project,” Bollywood su-
perstar Ranbir Kapoor told
AFP in London before its re-
lease.

"So we really had the plat-
form to really express (our-
selves) in the best way pos-
sible."

The film, inspired by the mil-
lennia-old Sanskrit epic that
serves as a foundational
text for Hindus, chronicles
the virtuous Rama's (Ka-
poor) battle to save his kid-
napped wife Sita from the
evil demon king Ravanag,
played by fan-favourite
Yash, who goes by one
name.

This latest screen adap-
tation featuring flying el-

i

This photo taken on April 29, 2026 shows Namit Malhotra, CEO of Double Negative (DNEG), a film

special effects company, posing for a portrait at their London offices.

ephants and gargantuan-
sized demons is bursting
with  computer-generated
visual effects, known in the
industry as VFX.

The brainchild of producer
Namit Malhotra, his UK-
headquartered visual ef-
fects arm DNEG has won
eight Academy Awards for
work on films including "In-
ception" and "Dune".

The movie, which has Hindi
and English versions, has
been scored by Oscar-
winning composers Hans
Zimmer and A.R. Rahman,
while its acfion directors
and production designers
boast numerous Hollywood
credits.

Planned as a two-part
spectacle, the creators be-
lieve it heralds a breakout
moment globally for India's
film industry, which has yet
fo win an Oscar in the cov-
eted film categories.

- 'Authentically Indian' -
"It's the largest production
in the history of Indian cin-
ema," said Malhotra, who
has branded it India's "Star
Wars" or "Lord of the Rings".
'The story and the scale
and the spectacle is some-
thing that the world, | think,
is ready to consume.”

Long dominated by mass-
market Hindi-language
Bollywood, Indian cinema

churns out around 2,000
films each year and has
been expanding its global
appeal.

That has been fuelled in
part by the country's strong
diaspora networks and in-
creasing access to Bolly-
wood offerings on stream-
ing platforms such as Netflix
and Amazon Prime Video.
With its English version, Hol-
lywood special effects and
epic bafttle scenes, "Rama-
yana" appears aimed at
infernational audiences as
much as the movie-mad
country of 1.4 bilion peo-
ple.

Made by Malhotra's Mum-
bai-based Prime Focus Stu-

dios and actor Yash's Mon-
ster Mind Creations, with
Sony Pictures the interna-
tional distributor, it eschews
some hallmarks of tfradition-
al Bollywood, in particular
its elaborate song-and-
dance routfines.

But many of Bollywood's
core ingredients -- melo-
drama, romance and ac-
fion alongside awe-inspir-
ing landscapes and a long
running fime of nearly three
hours for the English version
-- are present.

"It's a very original telling of
a very original story from In-
dia, and it makes no com-
promises in that regard. It
keeps it authentically Indi-
an," Malhotra said.

Yash, a hugely popular
figure in India's Kannada-
language cinema who co-
produced and co-stars in
"Ramayana", told AFP that
"East and West have come
tfogetherin a frue sense".
The release and its global
nafure were "a very impor-
fant moment" for Indian
cinema, he added.

- 'Personal connection' -

In the film, Sita, played by
South Indian star Sai Pallavi,
is a fearless, fighting char-
acter.

She and other cast mem-
bers highlighted the re-
sponsibility they felt in their
roles, since many Indians
have "a very personal con-
nection with these charac-
ters". (4

Met Gala unveils new theme after Galliano controversy

A\ o

This combination of file pictures created on March 17, 2026
shows British designer John Galliano at the end of Christian Dior
ready-to-wear Spring-Summer 2010 fashion show in Paris and
the logo of Zara pictured in Paris on August 16, 2025.

New York, United States

New York's Metropolitan
Museum of Art on Thursday
announced a new theme

for the exhibition accom-
panying its prestigious an-
nual Met Gala, after scrap-
ping a planned retrospec-

five of British designer John
Galliano amid controversy
over his past anti-Semitic
remarks.

Running from May 9, 2027,
to January 9, 2028, the ex-
hibition, fitled extraORDI-
NARY, "will examine how
design reveals unexpected
possibilities within everyday
things." the renowned New
York museum said in a press
release.

The exhibition was initially
planned as a retrospec-
tive of Galliano, but the
designer and the museum
announced in late August
that it would not go ahead,
following criticism from do-
nors and political figures
over the fashion designer's
past comments.

"After much reflection and

discussion with all those in-
volved, | have decided,
with great sadness, that it
is best for the exhibition not
to take place aft this time,"
Galliano, 65, wrote on Ins-
tagram then.

"I remain fully accountable
for the pain caused by my
words in the past, particu-
larly the hurt | caused to the
Jewish and Asian commu-
nities, and | remain deeply
sorry," he added.

Galliano, who served as
creative director of Chris-
fian Dior from 1996 to 2011
and is widely regarded as
one of his generation's most
talented designers, saw his
career collapse after mak-
ing antisemitic remarks to
customers at a Paris bar.

He was subsequently con-
victed by a French court
over the incident.

After a period of rehabilita-
fion and personal work, he
found a new home at the
discreet but influential fash-
jon house Maison Margiela.
He served as the label's
creative director for a de-
cade, leaving in 2024.

In March 2026, he an-
nounced a two-year artis-
tic partnership with Spanish
fashion retailer Zara.

The Met's annual Costume
Institute exhibition is largely
funded by its star-studded
gala, which draws lead-
ing figures from fashion
and entertainment. The
2027 edition of the event is
scheduled for May 3.1
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Canada budget calls for economic mdependence shift from U.S.

Ottawa, Canada

Canada unveiled a bud-
get on Thursday that calls
for "economic indepen-
dence" and says that while
reducing its reliance on the
United States will take fime,
"the shift is underway."
Prime Minister Mark Car-
ney's second budget since
taking office last year was
presented to parliament
just two days after President
Donald Trump suffered a
sweeping midterm election
rebuke.

While Democrats, who will
take conftrol of the US House
and Senate next year, have
already voiced a desire to
ease Trump's frade war with
Canada, Carney's budget
affirms that the Canadian
economy cannot remain
dependent on the U.S. mar-
ket.

"Canada and the United
States will not return to our
old relationship," the bud-
get says, echoing Carney's
message that pre-Trump
tariff-free  North American
frade is not coming back.
The budget, fitled "Masters
of our Destiny," details plans
for Canada's first-ever sov-
ereign wealth fund.

The CAN$25 bilion ($18.3
bilion) Canada  Strong
Fund will invest in major no-
tional projects, with Ottawa
hoping that a government
stake in such projects will

Canada's Prime Minister Mark Carney speaks to members of the press on Parliament Hill in Oftawa,
Ontario, Canada on November 5, 2026.

help attract private capital.
The budget further marks
Carney's decisive break
with his predecessor, Justin
Trudeau, another Liberal,
whose economic steward-
ship faced criticism.

The budget presented by
Finance Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne says
Carney's government inher-
ited an economy plagued
by weak productiv-
ity growth in which "private
sector investment lagged,"
while "Canada remained
excessively dependent on
the United States."

"Diversification  will  take

time, given the scale and
depth of Canada's eco-
nomic relationship with the
United Stafes. But the shift
is underway," the budget
says.

Speaking earlier Thursday,
Carney told reporters that
political developments in
the United States are "im-
portant" and that bilateral
relations will "evolve," but
his priority remained more
"independence.”

"We're focused here, we're
focused on the same issues
as we were at the start of
the week," before the mid-
terms, he said.

Are chocolate bear cubs France’s new

Paris, France

Eclairs, cream puffs and
cookies have all been con-
tenders but after a high-
end makeover, little choc-
olate-covered marshmal-
low bear cubs -- "oursons
au chocolat" -- could be
France's new macarons
as they excite taste buds
across the country.
Familiar to French palates
since the 1960s, pastry chef
Christophe Michalak gave
the sweet treats a gourmet
twist in the early 2000s.
Since then, with social
media and pop-up stores
boosting inferest and vis-
ibility, no chocolatier now
seems willing to do without
them -- nor do customers.
Fillings and coatings range
from bitter dark chocolate
and marshmallow to pas-

sion fruit confit and crisp
praline -- the latter coming
from chocolatier Caffet,
which has frademarked
the phrase: "Without doubt
the best bear cubs in the
world."

- Comfort blanket -

The little bear began its life
in a factory back in 1962,
produced by confec-
tioner Bouquet d'Or, since
bought by Cemoi.

They are still being made in
Villeneuve-d'Ascq in north-
ern France, but since their
21st-century makeover,
the rate of production
has ramped up, accord-
ing to Cemoi factory boss,
Armando Mendes, inter-
viewed by AFP, who pre-
fers not to give any figures.
What might explain the

French sweet tooth for the
bear cubse

For Sylvie Douce, creator
of the Salon du chocolat
and owner of Le Boissier, a
specialist in old-fashioned

confectionery, their suc-
cess is rooted in psychol-
ogy.

"The chocolate-marshmal-
low teddy has a sort of
gustatory comfort-blanket
side, "she said.

"Chocolate is the reassur-
ing, hard side, and marsh-
mallow is the soft side," she
added.

"With the bear cub there's
also a kind of impulse, be-
cause you eat it by frying
to tear off the head or a
foot first, it's thrilling."

- Treat for all seasons -
Given their generally high-

- 'Mega deduction’ -

The budget also details a
tax incentive Carney intro-
duced at a major invest-
ment summit in September,
where he gathered global
financial heavyweights in
Toronto to fry to persuade
them to invest in Canada.
The "Productivity Mega De-
duction" allows businesses
of all sizes to deduct the
costs of new investments
and, according to Ottawa,
makes Canada an increas-
ingly attractive investment
destination compared to
the United States.

macarons?

"Put simply, a company
will pay approximately 60
percent less tax on the re-
turn from a new investment
made in Canada than on
the same investment made
in the United States," the
budget says.

The budget also acknowl-
edges the pain Trump's tar-
iffs have inflicted across key
sectors of the economy,
notably automaking, steel,
aluminum and lumber.

It says CAN$44 bilion has
already been announced
for businesses and workers
impacted by fariffs.

Ten billion of that is allo-
cated to workers, nearly
CAN$13 billion is to provide
liquidity for larger businesses
facing cash flow challenges
due to tariff disruptions, and
another CAN$20.6 billion is
to help businesses adapt in
response to Trump's tariffs.
"The rules that Canada re-
lied on for decades can no
longer be taken for grant-
ed," Champagne told re-
porters before his budget
speech, insisting Canada
was in a strong fiscal posi-
fion with "room to maneu-
ver."

In Canada, governments
collapse if their budgets are
rejected, and last year Car-
ney's government needed
opposition support and ab-
stentions to survive, but his
Liberals have since secured
a parliamentary majority.[

This photograph taken on October 27, 2026, shows chocolate
bears displayed at French chain of chocolate stores 'La Maison
du Chocolat' in Paris.

end range of freats, "choc-
olatiers need entry-level
products," said Patrick Mor-
liere, managing director of
La Maison du Chocolat.

They launched their bear
cub range in September,
achieving "incredible sales

figures," he said.
Chocolaftiers are also eye-
ing world markets.

For Morliere predicts the US
is "only a matter of time".
With Asia however, which
has less of a sweet tooth
"it's more complicated". ]
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Boy George sparks delight in Israel as rare international pop performer

Tel Aviv, Israel

When cheers erupted at a
packed Tel Aviv stadium
for Boy George, it was not
only a sign of the é5-year-
old singer's enduring fame.
It was the sound of national
delight at an international
pop star wiling to perform
in an increasingly isolated
Israel.

A smattering of Israeli flags
dotfted the crowd as the
flamboyant Culture Club
frontman took the stage
in a sequined jacket for
Wednesday's sold-out per-
formance with a simple
greeting of "Shalom!"

The British singer is one of
the few international art-
ists to have defied calls for
a cultural boycoftt of Israel
that have intensified over
its military offensive in Gaza
since Hamas's October 7,
2023 attack.

"Culturally speaking, he is
the most amazing thing that
has ever happened to us,"
Nachum, a Boy George fan
for more than 40 years, told
AFP as he prepared to enter
the arena.

"I'd even call him a hero --
especially considering the
courage he showed in com-
ing here, despite receiving
a great many threats."

Boy George's vocal support
of Israel came to the fore in

July, when he released a
song fitled "We Will Dance
Again”, whose lyrics offer
solidarity with October 7
victims and support for Is-
rael's campaign in Gaza.
The reggae-infused song,
which starts with the lyrics:
"You say genocide, | say
war', has friggered wide-
spread backlash which led
Boy George to drop out of
a West End musical.

But on Wednesday in Tel
Aviv, the biggest applause
of the night came during
that song, with huge cheers
erupting as the star sang:

British singer Boy George performs onstage during a concert in Tel Aviv on November 4, 2026.

"If you're ever confused, |
stand with the Jews."
Addressing the stadium dur-
ing a musical interlude, Boy
George told supporters to
"show the world that hate is
far less fun than love".

"He's really brave, really
brave to stand out for us,"
said Merav, a fan whose
friends had come fo the
show decked out in Boy
George merchandise.
"Especially nowadays when
people are afraid to sup-
port Israel, when all the pro-
paganda is against us, he's
standing for us and | think it's

something we should all re-
ally appreciate."

- 'Old Boy George no longer
exists' -

October 7, 2023 was the
deadliest day in Israel's his-
tory, when Palestinian fight-
ers breached the Gaza bor-
der and stormed southern
Israel with gunfire, rockets
and grenades.

The attack resulted in the
deaths of 1,221 people,
according tfo an AFP tally
based on official Israeli fig-
ures, with militants dragging
251 hostages into Gaza.

Nepal court gives green light to 'controlled’
cannabis cultivation

A Sadhu, or Hindu holy man, smokes marijuana on the

premises of Pashupatinath Temple in Kathmandu, Nepal, on
February 25, 2025, the eve of Maha Shivaratri.

Kathmandu, Nepal

Nepal's top court gave the
green light to regulated
cannabis culfivation for
some uses, decades af-
ter the Himalayan nation
banned the crop, a peti-

fioner in the case told AFP
on Thursday.

The Supreme Court or-
dered the government to
make the "necessary ar-
rangements" for the "con-
frolled cultivation and pro-

duction of cannabis".

The framework would al-
low cultivation for medici-
nal, scientific, agricultural,
horticultural and industrial
purposes. The court also
asked for wider consulta-
fions on recreational use.
The ruling was issued in
May 2025, but court docu-
ments were destroyed in
a fire that September dur-
ing protests that toppled
the government. Its full
text was released only this
week.

"We feel grateful to the
Supreme Court for this ver-
dict," Saroj Adhikari, one of
the petitioners, told AFP.
Nepal revoked licences
for cannabis dealers in
1973 under international
pressure during a US-led
campaign against drugs.

Before that, Kathmandu
had been a magnet for
cannabis enthusiasts, with
thousands of foreign back-
packers flocking fo buy
hashish from government-
licensed shops.

Former health minister Bi-
rodh Khatiwada has long
called for the ban to be
liffed.

"The decision came after
a long wait," said Khati-
wada, who sponsored a
related parliamentary mo-
fion in 2020.

"Many developed nations
have adopted legal culti-
vation, and we should not
delay for it," he added,
arguing that regulation
could create jobs and
generate income while
curbing illegal frade.(d

It friggered a massive Is-
raeli military offensive that
has left Gaza in ruins and
kiled more than 74,500
people, according to Gao-
za's health ministry, which is
under Hamas authority and
whose figures are consid-
ered reliable by the United
Nations.

Few international artists
have performed in Israel
since then, with support
seen as increasingly taboo.
Last year saw the launch of
a music collective called
"No Music for Genocide",
with artists including Bjork
and Massive Attack seek-
ing to block the streaming
of their songs in Israel.

A campaign to boycoftt Is-
rael, known as the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS) movement, began
20 years ago over the
country's occupation of
Palestinian territory. The Is-
raeli government accuses
its supporters of being anti-
Semitic, charges they deny.
In September, BDS pub-
lished a call by a pro-Pales-
tinian group for a boycott of
British pop star Ed Sheeran's
world tour after US rapper
Macklemore was dropped
as a supporting act over
pro-Palestinian comments.
During his visit to the coun-
fry, Boy George acknowl-
edged the pressures he
had faced over his pro-
Israel stance.

“In some ways, the old Boy
George no longer exists,
because some people
don't see me in the way
they used to, and a lot of
other people see me in a
new way," he said while

meeting President Isaac
Herzog.
The LGBTQ frailblazer,

whose real name is George
O'Dowd, has often spoken
of feeling a kinship with the
Jewish community around
which he grew up in Lon-
don.

On Tuesday, he visited the
site of the Nova music festi-
val, where Hamas-led mili-
tants killed more than 360
revellers on October 7.

Boy George said the trag-
edy inspired him to write
his latest song. He is due to
perform another Tel Aviv
concert on Saturday, with
1,500 tickets donated to
survivors and bereaved
families..]
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Discover the Aruba Beyond the Beaches:
“Den Nos Bario” brings the island’s history and culture to life

ORANJESTAD — Aruba is
known around the world for
its beautiful beaches, warm
hospitality, and unforgetta-
ble vacation experiences.
But beyond the island's fa-
mous attractions lies a rich
history of communities, fradi-
tions, and remarkable peo-
ple whose stories deserve to
be told.

Den Nos Bario (*In Our Neigh-
borhood”), a cultural and
educational documentary
series presented by Siomara
Everon, invites residents and
international visitors alike to
discover this lesser-known
side of Aruba.

With English subtitles made
possible through collabora-
tion with the Aruba Tourism
Authority (ATA), the series
offers visitors an opportunity
to connect with the island's
authentic cultural heritage,
understand its communities,
and experience Aruba be-
yond the traditional tourist
aftractions.

The latest installment of Den
Nos Bario features three epi-
sodes dedicated to Noord,
one of Aruba's best-known
districts. The first episode
premieres on Friday, No-
vember 6, 2026, at 7:00 PM
on TeleAruba, with episodes
also available on YouTube.

Discovering the stories be-
hind Aruba's communities

For the past three years,
Den Nos Bario has been
documenting the social,
economic, and cultural his-
tory of Aruba's neighbor-
hoods. The project began
in San Nicolas and has now
reached Noord, where the
production team explores

the people, traditions, and
historical events that shaped
the district.

Through inferviews with
longtime residents, historical
research, and personal ac-
counts passed down through
generations, the series brings
to life stories that might oth-
erwise be forgotten.

The new episodes reveal
fascinating details about
Noord's past, including fresh-
water wells once located
near the coastline, where
boats could reportedly en-
ter to collect drinking water.
These wells played an impor-
tant role in the daily lives of
earlier generations.

Another story infroduces Pe-
dro Matacuatro, a figure as-
sociated with a fragic event
that confinues to evoke
sfrong emotions among
those familiar with the dis-
frict's history.

These stories offer a differ-
ent perspective on places
visitors may already know,
revealing the lives and ex-
periences of the people who
helped shape Aruba.

Preserving Aruba's Heritage
for Future Generations

At the heart of Den Nos Bario

is a commitment to preserv-
ing Aruba's oral history: the
memories, experiences, and
stories shared from one gen-
eration to the next.

Presented by Siomara Eve-
ron, the series combines per-
sonal testimonies with histori-
cal research conducted in
collaboration with the Na-
fional Archaeological Mu-
seum, National Archives,
National Library, anthropol-
ogists, historians, and local
community members.

The production also uses arti-
ficial intelligence to animate
historical photographs and
documents and recreate
scenes from the past, help-
ing viewers visualize how life
in Aruba once looked.

The project is supported by
UNOCA, conftributing to the
documentation and pres-
ervation of Aruba's cultural
heritage.

Beyond entertainment, the
documentaries are intend-
ed to serve as educational
resources, particularly for
younger generations learn-
ing about their island's his-

tory.

An Invitation to Experience
the Authentic Aruba

Through its collaboration
with the Aruba Tourism Au-
thority, Den Nos Bario is ex-
panding its accessibility to
international audiences by
providing English subtitles.

This initiative allows visitors to
discover a side of Aruba that
is not always visible during a
fraditional vacation.

From the stories of fishing
communities and historic
neighborhoods to the tradi-
tions that continue to shape
everyday life, the documen-
taries offer a deeper under-
standing of the island and
its people.

The production also aims to
make the documentaries
accessible in hotels and at
the airport, giving fravelers
additional opportunities to
discover Aruba's history and
cultural identity.

For visitors interested in cul-
fural experiences, local heri-
tage, and the stories behind

their favorite destinations,
Den Nos Bario offers a mean-
ingful way to connect with
Aruba.

Where to Watch

The first of three new epi-
sodes dedicated to Noord
premieres Friday, November
6, 2026, at 7:00 PM (Aruba
time) on TeleAruba.

Viewers can also find Den
Nos Bario on YouTube by
searching for the series fitle.
Previous productions are
available there as well.

Whether you are visiting Aru-
ba for the first time, returning
to your favorite Caribbean
destination, or simply curi-
ous about the island's history,
Den Nos Bario invites you to
discover the stories, tradi-
fions, and communities that
make Aruba fruly unique.

Because Aruba is more than
a destination. Itis anisland of
stories worth discovering.d

Rock stacking and its harmful effects

(Oranjestad)—The organi-
zation Aruba Birdlife Con-
servation has in the past
raised concerns about
the phenomenon of “rock
stacking” in the area of
Baby Beach and warned
about the dangers it poses,
especially for children.

As known, “rock stacking”
is notillegal in Aruba, but its

impact on nature is harmful
as the stones form part of
the natural habitat of small
animal species living in
Aruba’s wilderness. Experts
warn that “rock stacking”
could even lead certain
species to extinction.

In Aruba, much of the “rock
stacking” also occurs near
Arikok National Park. Al-

though this activity is not
ilegal in Aruba, it may be
time for park authorities to
impose stricter regulations
on this activity.

Tourists often believe that
the meaning behind this
activity is making a wish,
but they do not realize its
negative impact.

Aruba Birdlife
fion’s post not only raises
alarms about the activity
but also now that this phe-
nomenon has reached

G e
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Baby Beach, some of the
stacked stone towers are
up to 1.7 meters high, which
can be very dangerous, es-
pecially for children.d
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QUALITY APARTMENTS
AND SUITES

i
www.arubagualityapartments.com

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality service
in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apartments (46
Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites).

Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at affordable
daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished and non-
smoking. There is free WIFI on the premises and free international phone
calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-water pool, a fit-
ness room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside. Free parking. And

t Aruba Qua

So please, for your next trip to
Aruba book directly with us at
Aruba Quality Apartments &

Suites.

Don't hesitate to contact us...
Aislinn,

Marisella,
Alec.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites
Tel: (297)-582-0697
WhatsApp: (297)-734-3008

‘b--r . - __"- -

a security guard at night.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently located less than 1
mile from Aruba’s beautiful Eagle Beach, restaurants, hospital / phar-
macy, casino’s, 2 large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cinema and a

golf course.

All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Ty, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms).

Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets.
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach & 2 Large Supermarkets.

-—

S

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT OR VISIT US.
Mon-Fri: 8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free)
Calls from The Nederlands: 085-0039-0218 (toll free)
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba
— "
Email: info@arubaqualityapartments.coml Whatsapp: (297) 734-3008
Website: www.arubagualityapartments.com

Email:
info@arubaqualityapartments.com

lity Apartments & Suites has to offer

Website:

www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Janique &

Toll Free Calls from the USA & Cana-
da: 1-888-415-1095

Toll Free Calls from the Netherlands:
085-009-0218

Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 8am-
7pm. Saturday & Sunday: 9am-5pm.
Facebook: @qualityapartments

Instagram: aruba_quality_apts
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Bucuti & Tara Wins Prestigious International Award for Best Service
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ORANJESTAD — Arubad's
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort
has received another inter-
national distinction, winning
the award for Best Service in
North America (USA & The
Caribbean) at the 2027 Con-
dé Nast Johansens Awards
for Excellence.

Founder and owner Sir Ewald
Biemans personally accept-
ed the award during a cere-
mony held on November 2 at
Montcalm Mayfairin London,
where hospitality profession-
als gathered to recognize
excellence in luxury tourism.

The Condé Nast Johansens
Awards for Excellence rec-
ognize outstanding hotels,
resorts and spas worldwide.
Winners are selected through
a combination of guest feed-
back, online voting and as-
sessments by experienced
hospitality experts.

Located on Eagle Beach,
Bucuti & Tara has built an
international reputation as
an adults-only luxury resort

specializing in  romantic
getaways and personalized
service. The property has
received numerous distinc-
fions, including nine consec-
utive years of recognition in
Condé Nast Traveler's Read-
ers' Choice Awards.

"We are deeply honored to
receive this recognition from
Condé Nast Johansens,"” Bie-
mans stated. He described
the award as a tribute to the
resort's employees, whose
dedication and personal
aftention contribute to the
guest experience.

The recognition comes as
Bucuti & Tara undergoes
further development under
Managing Director Crescen-

zia Biemans, granddaughter
of the resort's founder.

Recentinvestments include
renovations and moderniza-
fion of guest accommoda-
tions, infroducing contfempo-
rary designs and improved
comfort. The resort has also
expanded its culinary offer-
ings with Terra by Jeremy
Ford, arestaurant associated
with the acclaimed Ameri-
can chef.

Wellness is another growing
priority. The resort now offers
up to five daily activities, in-
cluding yoga, meditation
and fitness, supported by
a dedicated Wellness Con-
cierge.

Beyond luxury hospitality,
Bucuti & Tara has received
intfernational recognition for
its environmental initiatives.
In 2018, it became the Ca-
ribbean’s first Certified Car-
bonNeutral resort and sub-
sequently received a United
Nations Global Climate Ac-
tion Award.

In April 2026, Ewald Biemans
was appointed Knight of the
Order of Orange-Nassau by
King Willem-Alexander of the
Netherlands, recognizing his
contributions fo Aruba, sus-
tainable tourism and society.
The latest award adds to the
resort's international achieve-
ments and highlights Aruba's
presence in the competitive
luxury hospitality market.[4
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

CASINO AND SHOPS

We're giving away

S50 Free Slot Play
to lucky slot and table
game players every

30 minutes from
7pm to Midnight!

GIA(GG"Z,%P& Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

Play Respansibly. Visit www.gomblersanarymeus.org if you or someane you knaw has o gambling problem,

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Preizels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lozy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts

Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique
Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Aruba to Honor World War Il Hero Boy Ecury on November 6

ORANJESTAD — On Friday,
November 6, Aruba will
commemorate one of its
greatest national heroes,
Segundo Jorge Adelberto
“Boy” Ecury, a young Aru-
ban resistance fighter who
sacrificed his life during
World War II.

The official remembrance
ceremony will take place
at Parke Boy Ecury in Oran-
jestad, beginning at 9:00
AM, marking 82 years since
his execution by Nazi Ger-
man forces in the Nether-
lands.

For visitors to Aruba, the
commemoration offers an
opportunity to discover an
important chapter of the
island's history and learn
about a young man whose
courage and defermino-
tion made him a lasting

symbol of freedom and
resistance against oppres-
sion.

Although Aruba is geo-
graphically far removed
from the European battle-
fields of World War I, its his-
tory is closely connected to
the conflict through its rela-
tionship with the Kingdom
of the Netherlands. Boy
Ecury's story is perhaps one
of the most remarkable ex-
amples of this connection.

From Aruba to the Dutch
resistance

Boy Ecury was born in Aru-
ba on April 23, 1922. He
spent his childhood on the
island before his father sent
him to the Netherlands in
1937, when he was just 15
years old, to continue his
education.

As a young man of Carib-
bean and Haitian heritage
living in Europe, Ecury ex-
perienced racial discrimi-
nafion. These experiences
contributed to his strong
opposition to injustice and
oppression, even before

the outbreak of World War
Il.

When Nazi Germany in-
vaded the Netherlands in
May 1940, Ecury witnessed
the devastating conse-
guences of the occupao-

tion, including the bombing
of Rotterdam. Rather than
remain a passive observer,
he decided to become
involved in the Dutch resis-
fance movement.

Continued on next Page

TIERRA
DELSOL

m iEROSTAR™

Tee Times starting after 1PM
Gather your friends and enjoy

an unforgettable afternoon on
the greens for just

Your golf experience includes:

* 18 Holes of Golf
* Golf Club Rental

¢ One Sleeve of Pinnacle Golf Balls
* One Complimentary Drink at the
19th Hole Bar after your round

For more information or reservations

tdsgl5@iberostar.com
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A brief history of the California Light House

(Oranjestad)—At the furthest west-
ern point of the island, there lies the
tallest structure on the island: The
Cadlifornia Light House. Standing on
top of a limestone cliff, this light-
house oversees the entire island,
offering one of few best views of
the island and the surrounding sea.
It is also one of the few monuments
that hold a rich history.

The lighthouse was constructed
in between 1914-1916, and ifs
first keeper was a young frained
lighthouse keeper from Curacao
names Jacob Jacobs. Mr. Frederi-
co Fingal was the last man fo have
occupied this position until 1962.
Though his son, Mr. Romulo Fingal
did not continue in his father’s foot-
steps, he does have a special con-
nection to the lighthouse. He sat
down with our reporter and shared
a bit of its history.

As Mr. Fingal explains, “In 1915,
cargo donkeys were hired from
Figaroa di Noord to help build the
Lighthouse at Westpunt. The don-
keys had to walk along the beach
all the way to Westpunt carrying
the cargo, poles, cement, and all
these things. At that fime, it was a
difficult task until Aruba gof its first
fruck.

These things reflect how people
could have accomplished this

tfremendous job with so little.” Mr.
Fingal said, "At that time, it wasn't
a place for people to work. It was
very challenging because it was
full of goats and donkeys, and it
was very isolated. There were no
hotels or roads to get there. There
was only a donkey frail. Those were
the only means of fransportation.”

Mr. Fingal continues, “In 1939, | was
born in the lighthouse, and my fa-
ther was the last lighthouse keeper
until he retired in 1962. After that,
they removed the power cables
all the way to the top. According
to the story, we couldn’t have the
light ourselves because they dis-
mantled it, and after many years,
| heard that it is in a frain museum
in San Nicolas, where we found this
very special lens that, when the
light shines through it, it reaches 30
kilometers out to sea.” Mr. Fingal
told our reporter.

The lighthouse has a long and very
interesting history. The reason why
the lighthouse was built, according
to Mr. Fingal, dates back to the day
when the cargo ship S.S. California
sank because of the lack of light.
In 1913, Aruba made a request
to Curacao fo build a Lighthouse
at Westpunt, and the governor of
Curacao responded to Aruba to
come back in 1915 with a well-de-

tailed plan. “During the First World
War from 1914 to 1918, they had fo
wait for the light to be transported
to Aruba because it was manufac-
tured in France. At that time, there
was no electricity, and the light
was very interesting because it ro-
tated with a kerosene lamp that
planes used; clean kerosene,” Mr.
Fingal said.

Mr. Fingal discovered something
very infteresting about the light-
house after much research was
documented in his book ‘History
of the Lighthouse at Westpunt.’
He found many details: “lI found
out that the height of the light-
house was due to the absence
of electricity. There was also the
presence of coral. There is a long
steel cable from where the light is,
and under the light, at the highest
point, there is a hanging weight, a
sort of pendulum that swings like
that, with a weight that measures
about T meter by 30 centimeters
wide, which is a block of solid iron
aftached to a cable. When you
release it upwards, it comes down,
and the weight that comes down
pulls it up, gradually. And while it
comes down, the same weight
that is descending causes many
small wheels to turn in the opposite
direction. The Lighthouse rotates
from 6 pm in the evening, when
the sun sets, until 6 am in the morn-
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ing. During the entire night, the light
shines on the lantfern, it goes down
24 meters, and the Lighthouse is 30
meters high. It is designed not to
collapse,” Mr. Fingal explains.

Mr. Fingal further explains that in
one night, the lighthouse rotates
4,320 fimes and consumes one
gallon of kerosene for the whole
operation. “Af that time, the kero-
sene was supplied from the Lago
refinery. Every day it was brought
down, and to start the light again,
they had fto lift the weight up, so
our job as children was to crank it
and raise the weight back up in the
evening when the light stuck, they
would take it down again, and the
light stayed down. That's how it
worked for a very long fime,” Mr.
Fingal explains.

Thanks to the Monument Fund
Aruba, which worked hard and
is currently in charge of the Light-
house, Mr. Fingal is very happy
with its preservation, along with all
the renovations that have taken
place. He hopes that the story of
the lighthouse will continue to live
on for future generations.]

Aruba to Honor World War Il Hero Boy Ecury on November 6

Continued ... fom Page 9

While continuing his studies
and living with relatives in Til-
burg, Ecury came into con-
tact with people involvedin
producing and distributing
underground newspapers.
These publications played an
important role in spreading
information and opposing
Nazi propaganda during the
German occupation.

This marked the beginning
of his involvement in several
resistance groups over the
following years.

Ecury participated in dan-
gerous underground activi-
ties, including helping resis-
tance members escape
German soldiers, assisting
people who needed to go
into hiding, and taking part
in sabotage operations tar-
geting German military trans-
portation and infrastructure.
His courage and willingness
to confront occupying forces
made him a valuable mem-
ber of the resistance, but his
activities also placed himin

constant danger.

A young life sacrificed for
freedom

In 1943, Ecury received an or-
der requiring him to report for
laborin Germany. He refused
and went into hiding, moving
between different addresses
and cities to avoid arrest.
Despite being wanted by
the German authorities, he
remained determined to
continue supporting the re-
sistance.

In 1944, following the arrest
and execution of his friend
and fellow resistance fighter
Luis de Lannoy from Curo-
cao, Ecury moved to Delft
and became involved with
another resistance group
operating in Rofterdam.

By this time, the risks were
enormous. German authori-
ties were actively searching
for members of underground
resistance networks, and
capture could mean im-
prisonment, torture, or ex-
ecution.

Ecury reportedly wrote a

farewell letter to his family
during this period, suggesting
that he understood the pos-
sibility that he might never
return home.

On November 5, 1944, he
was arrested by German
forces and taken to the
Oranjehotel prison in
Scheveningen, near The
Hague. The prison was no-
torious for holding members
of the Dutch resistance and
others accused of opposing
the Nazi occupation.
Despite interrogation, Ecury
refused fo reveal the identi-
fies of his fellow resistance
fighters.

According fo accounts of
his final hours, he told a fel-
low prisoner that he would
face death with a smile on
his face.

On November 6, 1944, Boy
Ecury was executed. He was
only 22 years old.

His life had been tragically
short, but his actions left a
legacy that continues to
be remembered more than
eight decades later.

Aruba remembers its na-
tional hero

Following World War I,
Ecury's courage received
official recognition. In 1949,
a monument honoring him
was erected in Oranjestad,
ensuring that his story would
remain part of Aruba's public
memory.

In 1984, he was posthumously
awarded the Resistance Me-
morial Cross, a Dutch deco-
ration recognizing those who
participated in resistance
activities during World War ll.
Today, Boy Ecury is remem-
bered as a national hero
whose life represents cour-
age, sacrifice, and the de-
fense of freedom and hu-
man dignity.

The annual remembrance
ceremony provides an op-
portunity for Aruba to honor
his conftribution and pass his
story on to younger genera-
fions.

An Important Part of Aruba’s
Heritage

For international visitors, Boy
Ecury's story offers a different
perspective on Aruba, anis-
land whose history includes
much more than ifs world-
famous beaches, warm cli-
mate, and fourism industry.
His life illustrates how the peo-
ple of a small Caribbean is-
land became connected to
one of the defining struggles
of modern world history.

As Aruba commemorates
the 82nd anniversary of his
death, the island remem-
bers not only a resistance
fighter, but also a young
Aruban who chose to stand
against injustice at the cost
of his own life.

Visitors interested in Aruba's
history and cultural heritage
can discover this important
chapter of the island's past
through the monument and
commemorative park in
Oranjestad.

Boy Ecury's story remains a
powerful reminder that cour-
age and the defense of free-
dom know no geographical
boundaries.[]



LOCAL

A1l

FRIDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2026

Aruban legends: Frenc

(Oranjestad)—If you ever
plan on taking a group
tour of the island, you may
pass through the French-
man’s Pass in Balashi. The
Frenchman’s pass (known
to locals as “Franse Pas”)
remains a mysterious—and
spooky—road of which its
legend is told from genera-
tion to generation.

The history of the French-
man’s pass—and how it got
its name—dates back to
the colonization era, when
the French fried to colo-
nize the island, but were
met with an angry mob of
indigenous sefttlers, refusing
to give up their land. How-
ever, as the French were
heavily equipped with fire
arms, the indigenous set-
tlers began to retreat, and
hid away in nearby caves.
The French colonizers tried
to smoke them out of the
caves, but the indigenous
settlers ended up inhal-
ing too much smoke and
most died in those caves.
From then on, this passage
was known as Frenchman's
Pass, and there have been
many accounts of spirifs

¢

roaming the area of Span-
ish Lagoon.

There are many ghost sto-
ries surrounding this areq,
but one of the most famous
one involves a lonely hitch-
hiker, trying fo find a ride
back home in the dark
rainy night.

hman'’s Pass

RN

Sometime after trying to
hitch aride home, the man
saw a car approaching,
appearing almost ghost-like
in the rain. However, since
he needed aride real bad,
he didn't think twice and
jumped in. But to his horror,
he noticed that the there
was no driver in the front.
Paralyzed with fear, he

didn’t dare to get out, and
the car started to move.

When approaching a sharp
turn, the hitch hiker braced
forimpact, butjust when he
though the car might drive
straight off the road and
crash, he saw a hand ap-
pear out the window and
turn the wheel. For the next

few turns, the hand ap-
peared again. After having
had enough, the man de-
cided to jump out and he
ran to Santa Cruz.

Arriving at a nearby bar,
he ordered a drink and be-
gan to tell everyone about
his experience. Everyone
grew quiet, because they
realized he wasn't some
drunk messing around; he
was telling the truth.

Sometime later, two men
walked into the bar and
one of them noticed the
hitchhiker. He called out to
his buddy and said: “Look,
there's the idiot who sat
in our car when we were
pushing it!”

French man’s pass is one
of the few sites on the is-
land that keeps the locals
on their toes. While most
ghost stories may not have
real grounds—or some may
even be a set up story fora
joke, this pass holds a lot of
value to our culture of folk-
loric story-telling.

Source: visitaruba.com

Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Candelchil!

ORANJESTAD—If you're
ever planning on snorkel-
ing during your vacation on
Aruba, you may spot fish
that you can't recognize.
One of these may be the
“Candelchi” (Squirrelfish),
a common, yet shy fish that
swims all year long in the
waters of Aruba.

Let's talk about the names
of fish. Do you know your
fishg The Department of
Agriculture, Livestock, and
Fisheries, known as Santa
Rosa, offers this informative
article that illustrates some

fish and their names in Pa-
piamento.

Candelchi, Squirrelfish, Ho-
locentrus adscensionis:
Candelchi actually refers to
the entire squirrelfish family
or, as some say, when we
say candelchi, we mean
several different species
but without distinguishing
them by species. In this
picture, we are showing
the most common one in
our waters, which is called
squirrelfish in English or sci-
entifically known as Holo-
cenfrus adscensionis.

Under candelchi, we in Aru-
ba generally refer to all the
different species of squir-
relfish. They all look alike
and it's really difficult to dis-
tinguish between them.

The squirrelfish family is dis-
tinguished by the following
characteristics. They are
heart-shaped with pink or
red hues and often show
heart-shaped streaks be-
tween the scales along
the body. They have hard
fins and are always armed.
Over at our sister island
Curacao, they are called
“bari di clabo” (nail barrel)
for that reason.

In our waters, there are 7 to
8 types or species present
and they are sometimes
caught and seen occa-
sionally. They can be distin-
guished by different marks
such as color on the dorsal
spine or marks on the body.

In Aruba:
Candelchi are found on

Squirrelfish

reefs or areas with structure
in the water where they
can hide. Although they
prefer to hunt for food at
night, they are also active
during the day. They are
edible and delicious when
prepared dry and crispy
with lime. It is particularly
challenging to scale the
fish, which is why it is not
one of the favorites among
fishermen. They often live in
groups.
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Greenhouse gas levels hit new record highs in 2025: U.N.

Emissions spew from a large stack at the coal fired Brandon
Shores Power Plant, on March 9, 2018 in Baltimore, Maryland.

Geneva, Switzerland
Greenhouse gas concen-
frations in the atmosphere
rose to new record highs
in 2025, locking in climate
impacts that will persist
for centuries to come, the
United Nations said Tues-
day.

Levels of the three main
greenhouse gases -- the
climate-warming carbon
dioxide, methane and ni-
frous oxide -- all rose to
unprecedented figures in
2025, the U.N.'s weather
and climate agency said.
The World Meteorological
Organization said the rise
would lead to more long-
tferm temperature increas-
es for the planet.

The WMO's 22nd annual
Greenhouse Gas Bulle-
fin comes ahead of the
COP31 U.N. climate sum-
mit in Antalya, Turkey, run-
ning from November 9 to
20.

"Another vyear, another
new record," said WMO
deputy secretary-general
Ko Barrett.

"Greenhouse gases are
frapping an unprecedent-
ed amount of heat in the
atmosphere, providing
energy for more extreme
weather and associated
risks fo our economies and
societies.

"The past 11 years have
been the warmest on re-
cord and this frend is set to
continue. Carbon dioxide
(CO2) has a very long life-
fime and so will affect the
global climate noft just for
years but for decades and
even centuries."

- El Nino effect -

The bulletin looks at green-
house gas concentrations
-- the amount of those

gases in the atmosphere
-- rather than new annual
emissions amounts as the
world burns more coal, oil
and gas.

In 2025, carbon dioxide
concentrations were at
426.8 parts per million
(ppm); methane at 1,948
parts per billion, and nitrous
oxide at 339.1 parts per bil-
lion.

That takes them respec-
fively to 153 percent, 267
percent and 126 percent
of the pre-industrial levels
witnessed before 1750.

Of the three major green-
house gases, CO2 ac-
counts for about 66 per-
cent of the warming effect
on the climate.

Around half of the total
CO2 emitted each vyear
remains in the atmosphere;
the rest is absorbed by the
land and oceans.

From 2024 to 2025, the
global average concen-
fration of CO2 rose by 2.8
ppm -- smaller than the
record surge from 2023 to

2024 of 3.6 ppm.

WMO senior scientific offi-
cer Oksana Tarasova said
this reflected the "recovery
of the land carbon sinks
and reduced fire carbon
emissions in 2025 after the
strong 2023/2024 El Nino",
the naturally-occurring,
climate-warming weather
phenomenon.

"However, a 2.8 ppm annu-
al increase is still a substan-
tial addition of carbon to
the atmosphere from fossil
fuel burning."

It is also above the aver-
age growth rate over the
past decade of 2.6 ppm
-- a figure that stood af 0.8
ppm in the 1960s.
Monitoring station data
shows that that CO2 levels
have confinued rising in
2026.

"Every additional part per
million matters because it
fraps additional heat," Bar-
rett told reporters.

"In effect, we are super-
charging the ocean and
the atmosphere. That
means that heatwaves,
fropical cyclones, and rain-
storms are intensifying fast-
er than our historical base-
lines prepared us for."

- Growing concerns over
H2, SFé6 -

Methane accounts  for
about 16 percent of the
warming effect on the cli-
mate by long-lived green-
house gases, though it has
a much shorter lifetime
than CO2.

Around a third of methane
emitted info the atmo-
sphere comes from natural

sources like wetlands, with
the rest from anthropogen-
ic sources such as cattle,
rice farming, landfills and
biomass burning.

The bulletin said that as
counftries shift their energy
systems towards decar-
bonization, more atten-
fion should be paid to two
potent but less abundant
frace gases closely related
to electricity production
and distribution: molecular
hydrogen (H2) and sulfur
hexafluoride (SFé).
Primarily as a spark sup-
pressant in electricity distri-
bution, SFé has been rising
steadily over the past three
decades.

"Why should we be con-
cerned? Because SF6 has
an atmospheric lifetime of
up to 3,200 years. Its global
warming potential is more
than 24,000 fimes that of
CO2," Barrett told report-
ers.

Why H2 levels have in-
creased over the past de-
cade is unknown but it has
begun to be used as an
energy storage medium.
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From Carnegie to Claude: Al wealth could reshape philanthropy
l e |

Washington, United States
A wave of American wealth
created by artificial intel-
ligence companies could
produce some of the larg-
est charitable sums since
the era of Andrew Carne-
gie and John D. Rockefell-
er, raising questions about
where the money goes.
Anthropic, the maker of
the Claude chatbot, has
said it would commit 5 per-
cent of its shares to a new
Anthropic Public Benefit
Fund, a stake that could be
worth around $100 billion if
the company reaches the
$2 ftrillion valuation inves-
fors are eyeing for a stock
market debut expected as
early as November.
Combined with pledges
by its seven co-founders to
give away 80 percent of
their equity and a program
matching employees’ do-
natfions, Anthropic  says
roughly a fifth of its shares
will be dedicated to public-
benefit purposes.

"This might be one of the
biggest stories in corporate
philanthropy ever," said
Michael Moody, a profes-
sor of philanthropic studies
at Indiana University's Lilly
Family School of Philanthro-
py.

The OpenAl Foundation,
the nonprofit that confrols
ChatGPT maker OpenAl,
holds a 26 percent stake in
the company that was val-
ved at about $130 billion

SN

Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim (C) and Ruth Porat (5th from R), president and chief
investment officer of Google and its parent company Alphabet, pose for the group picture with
other Malaysian officials during the groundbreaking ceremony for Malaysia's first Google data
centre, in Kuala Lumpur on October 1, 2024.

when it was restructured a
year ago, more than the
endowment of the Gates
Foundation.

Nan Ransohoff of pay-
ments firm Stripe has de-
scribed the moment as a
"third wave" of American
philanthropy, after the in-
dustrial fortunes of the late
19th cenfury and the in-
ternet billionaires of recent
decades.

- 'Dies disgraced' -

Carnegie argued in his
1889 essay 'The Gospel
of Wealth" that "the man

who dies thus rich dies dis-
graced," and by his death
had given away the bulk of
his fortune, about $350 mil-
lion.

Carnegie transferred what
remained info a  frust,
which has confinued to
make grants for more than
a century.

Rockefeller's money built
universities and funded
medical research and
public health campaigns
around the world.

Rairoad magnate Corne-
lius Vanderbilt gave com-
paratively little, apart from

the $1 million that founded
the university bearing his
name.

Anthropic is setting up its
fund as a limited liabil-
ity company that it wholly
owns, rather than as a non-
profit foundation, which
must pay out a minimum
share of its assets each year
and file public tax returns.
"The frade-off is that deci-
sion-making stays with the
company and fransparen-
cy is voluntary," said Sarah
Wolfolds, who studies non-
profit organizations at Cor-
nell University's SC Johnson

College of Business.
Anthropic has said the
fund's equity will not be
used for lobbying or politi-
cal giving and that it will re-
port on ifs activities.

- 'Where the money is' -
Many Anthropic founders
and staff have close ties to
effective altruism, a move-
ment that favors causes
such as Al safety and glob-
al health because of their
measurable impact.
"Nonprofits tend to reori-
ent their programs tfoward
where the money is," Wol-
folds said, warning that
other causes can become
neglected.

Moody said the philan-
thropic world would be
"looking closely at which
causes they support,” in-
cluding whether research
funding is limited to Al.
Laura McGarry, of fundrais-
ing consulfancy Graham-
Pelton, said the charifies
best placed to benefit are
those that already have re-
lationships with the newly

wealthy.
"It's really about values
alignment,” she said, add-

ing that charities that court
the newly rich only after
their big payday risk look-
ing fransactional.

Effective altruism has
shaped some donors' giv-
ing but has not "dramati-
cally upset the apple cart,"
she said.]

Google unvells S15B dqiq centire investiment in Malaysia

Malaysia's Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim (C) and Ru'rh Porat (5th
from R), president and chief investment officer of Google and
its parent company Alphabet, pose for the group picture with
other Malaysian officials during the groundbreaking ceremony
for Malaysia's first Google data centre, in Kuala Lumpur on

October 1, 2024.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Google announced plans
on Wednesday to invest
$15 billion in Malaysia over

the next two years to build
data centers and other
infrastructure as demand
booms for artificial intelli-

gence services.
The country is Southeast
Asia's fastest growing hub
for new data centers --
warehouse-like  buildings
crammed with servers that
can train and run Al tools
such as chatbotfs and im-
age generators.

"Malaysia is one of South-
east Asia's most dynamic
digital economies, driven
by 99 percent internet pen-
etration and rapid Al adop-
fion across government
agencies, businesses, and
consumers,” the US tech gi-
ant said in a statement.

It said the $15 billion invest-
ment will be made "over
the next two years (2027
to 2028)", expanding on
a $2 billion investment an-
nounced in 2024.

Al data centers require

large amounts of electric-
ity -- placing increased
pressure on grids often still
reliant on fossil fuels -- and,
in many cases, water to
cool down hot computing
equipment.

A backlash is growing
worldwide against their en-
vironmental impact, and
there are also concerns
over noise, pollution, their
appearance and how
many jobs the facilities ac-
tually create.

The company said it would
work to "bolster local wa-
ter security, and add more
than one gigawatt of clean
energy capacity" to the
national grid.

"Once operational, the fa-
cilities are projected fo sus-
tain more than 9,000 local

jobs per year, with wages
averaging 45 percent
above the national medi-
an," it added.

Malaysia  accounts  for
more than half of under-
construction data centre
capacity among Southeast
Asian counftries, including
Indonesia, Thailand, the
Philippines and Vietnam,
according to market intel-
ligence firm DC Byte.

The International Monetary
Fund forecasts that Malay-
sia's economy will grow by
5.2 percent in 2026, partly
encouraged by data cen-
fre activity.

But by 2035, data centers
are forecast to swallow up
one-third of Malaysia's total
energy consumption, the
deputy prime minister told
parliament in July. ]
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Wemby magic powers Spurs past Mavs as Sixers roll on

-1

Los Angeles, United States
Victor Wembanyama
produced a career-high
52-point performance as the
San Antonio Spurs battled
past the Dallas Mavericks
112-111 on Wednesday.
French superstar Wemban-
yama, whose previous best
was a 50-point display in
2024, dominated at both
ends of the court to power
San Antonio to their sixth win
of the season.
Wembanyama's  master-
piece included a record-
breaking first-half that saw
him reach the interval with
29 points, 15 rebounds, five
blocks and two steals.

The 22-year-old would go on
to finish with 52 points, 24 re-
bounds and eight blocks as
San Antonio held off a fe-
rocious second-half rally to
claim victory.
Wembanyama, who was
backed by 21 points from
Dylan Harper and 17 from
Stephon Castle, praised
San Antonio's ‘'relentless”
approach.

"We did mostly the right
thing, the most ambitious,"
Wembanyama told ESPN. "It
was just relentless. We want-
ed it more tonight."

Asked about his own per-
formance, Wembanyama
replied: "lf's very good be-
cause I'm trying to show the
example."

Team-mate Harper paid
fribute to Wembanyama's
professionalism.

'y B,

Victor Wembanyama #1 of the San Antonio Spurs dunks past Naji Marshall #3 of the Dallas Maver-
icks in the second half at Frost Bank Center on November 4, 2024 in San Antonio, Texas.

"Just the mentality, the dedi-
cation, the discipline he has
every day that he comesinto
the gym with is unmatched,"
Harper told ESPN.

Kyrie Irving led the Mavericks
scoring with 29 points, includ-
ing five three-pointers.

- Sixers down Pistons -
Jaylen Brown and Joel Em-
biid combined for 56 points
as the Philadelphia 7éers
defeated the Deftroitf Pistons
112-106 in their top-of-the-
table Eastern Conference
clash.

Brown finished with 30 points
and Embiid added 26 to give
the Sixers anotherimpressive

road win that moved them
to 8-1 at the top of the stand-
ings, with Detroit (6-2) in sec-
ond.

Brown and Embiid led an-
other balanced offensive
performance from Philadel-
phia, who saw all five starters
reach double figures.
LeBron James added a dou-
ble-double with 13 points, 10
rebounds and eight assists
while Tyrese Maxey drained
three three-pointers on his
way to a 19-point haul.
Brown, who arrived from the
Boston Celfics in the offsea-
son, said he was "still adjust-
ing" to his new team-mates.
"I'm still figuring it out," Brown

said, before paying tribute to
the performance of 41-year-
old team-mate James.
"LeBron has been great,"
Brown said. "To see what
he's doing at his age makes
sense for LeBron James, but
for nobody else would it
make sense."

The Sixers moved into the
lead towards the end of the
first quarter and kept their
noses in front for the remain-
der of the game, stretching
the lead to 18 points before
a late rally from Detroit.
Duncan Robinson led the
Pistons with 27 points while
Cade Cunningham added
26.

The reigning champion New
York Knicks scored their big-
gest win of the season with
a 135-105 blowout over the
Chicago Bulls at Madison
Square Garden.

The Knicks, who have made
a slow start to the new cam-
paign, improved fo 4-4 after
a dazzling 33-point perfor-
mance from Jalen Brunson,
who drained five three-
pointers while making 10-
of-17 from the field.

O.G. Anunoby scored 18
points while Karl-Anthony
Towns added 17 for a Knicks
feam who led by as many
as 44 points midway through
the third quarter.

The Oklahoma City Thunder
rolled to a 124-116 victory
over the Cleveland Cava-
liers thanks to 42 points from
reigning NBA Most Valuable
Player Shai Gilgeous-Alexan-
der.

In Sacramento, Luka Don-
cic also posted a 40-point
display as the Los Angeles
Lakers defeated the Kings
116-103.

In Boston, the Milwaukee
Bucks threatened to pull off
a huge comeback before
finally succumbing 109-102
to the Celfics.

Paul George (25 points) and
Derrick White (24) led the
scoring for Boston, who ap-
peared to be cruising after
leading by 20 early in the
third quarter.(

U.S." Taylor Fritz plays a forehand return to France’s Arthur Fils
during their men's singles match on day four of the Paris ATP
Masters 1000 tennis tournament at the Plenitude Arena in Nan-
terre, on the outskirts of Paris, on November 5, 2026.

Paris, France

Carlos Alcaraz moved into
the quarter-finals of the
Paris Masters on Thursday
after his last 16 opponent
Matteo Berrettini withdrew.
Alcaraz, a  seven-time
Grand Slam champion,
was scheduled fo play the

Italian, but Berrettini pulled
out ahead of their encoun-
ter with an elbow injury.

"Unfortunately, the pain in
my arm that I've been put-
fing up with for the past
few days means | won't be
able to take to the court to-
night," Berrettini posted on

Alcaraz into Paris Masters quarters after
Berrettini withdraws

social media.

After receiving a bye
through the first round as a
fop-eight seed, Alcaraz is
intfo the last eight with only
one match under his belt in
Paris, a straight-sets success
against Alex Michelsen.

He will meet American Tay-
lor Fritz on Friday for a spot
in the semi-finals. Fritz beat
French sixth seed Arthur Fils
6-3, 6-4 to stay in the run-
ning for a place at the ATP
Finals.

Alcaraz has never won the
Paris Masters. The Spaniard
is the top-ranked player re-
maining in the draw after
world number one Alexan-
der Zverev lost on Wednes-
day.

Berrettini, 30, has endured
an injury-plagued career
and was forced to retire
earlier this season in Paris
when a hip issue brought
a premature end to his
French Open quarter-final
clash with Matteo Arnaldi.
Ben Shelton overcame
France's ArthurRinderknech
in a third-set tie-break to
secure his passage into the
quarter-finals.

The American third seed
baftled past the 68th-
ranked Frenchman 6-3, 4-6,
7-6 (7/5) to avoid becom-
ing the lafest high-profile
departure.

Shelton will next play com-
patriot Tommy Paul after

the 12th seed beat French-
man  Quentin  Halys 7-6
(7/3), 6-4 in the day's open-
ing match on centre court.
"It's been a long fime since
we've been on the court,
but I'm looking forward fo
it," Shelton said of taking on
Paul for the first time since
losing to the world number
14 in Dallas two years ago.
"He's in great form right
now. A great player, a
great friend."

Australian qualifier Rinky Hi-
jikata continued his run as
he backed up his second-
round victory over 24-time
major champion Novak
Djokovic with a 2-6, 6-3, 7-5
win against Tomas Martin
Etcheverry.(d
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LIV Golf league to shut down after five years

New York, United States
The rebel LIV Golf tour will
shut down after five years
that rocked the global

game, saying Thursday
that an effort to relaunch
after losing its original
Bryson DeChambeau  of

Crushers GC plays his
shot from the second tee
during day four of LIV Golf
Indianapolis at The Club at
Chatham Hills on August 23,
2024 in Wesffield, Indiana.

THE CASINO AT
THE RITZ -CARLTON

ARUBA

Saudi backers has been
scrapped.

The announcement follows
reports that BC Partners
Credit, the lead investor in
“LIV 2.0," had withdrawn
from the project after
struggling fo convince
several star players to fully
commit to the league go-
ing forward.

In a statement, LIV Golf
said only that attempts to
implement its Restructur-
ing Support Agreement
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with BC Partners had foun-
dered.

“Despite extensive discus-
sions, the relevant parties
were ultimately unable to
reach a consensual resolu-
fion of certain outstanding
terms of the Transaction
contemplated by the RSA,”
LIV Golf said. “In light of the
current circumstances, we
believe shifting toward an
orderly wind-down is the
most responsible path for-
ward for the League aft this
fime.”

The statement confirmed
LIV attorney Matthew Wil-
liams's statements in a
13-minute hearing in bank-
ruptcy court in New Jersey
on Thursday.

The once free-spending
Saudi-backed league that
had turned the golf world
upside-down by luring su-
perstars away from the tra-
ditional PGA Tour will begin
liguidating its remaining as-
sets on Monday, the court
heard.

Saudi Arabia’s Public In-
vestment Fund (PIF) had
poured an estimated $5
billion info the four since
2022, before abruptly pull-
ing the plug earlier this
year.

LIV formally filed for bank-
ruptcy protection in Sep-
tember, though officials
vowed to relaunch as “LIV
2.0" next season with a
shorter schedule and re-
duced prize money, and
equity stakes in the league
for players.

BC Partners Credit had
pledged an initial funding
commitment of a potential
$300 million.

But several former LIV stars
including Jon Rahm pub-
licly announced their deci-
sions to withdraw from the
new version of the tour in
recent weeks. Several oth-
ers were believed to be on
the fence. Even Bryson De-
Chambeau arguably the
breakaway circuit’'s  big-
gest name, who continued
fo back the four did not
publicly commit to return-
ing. BC Partners Credit said
in a statement that there
was “great support” for a
revamped LIV circuit, but
that ultimately no agree-
ment on ferms could be
reached.]



