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Trump says U.S. ending $3.8B

Washington, United States

Us. President Donald
Trump announced Tuesday
that  Washington  would

end its annual $3.8 billion in
aid fo Israel, on the day of
midterm elections in which
support for Israel has been
a contentious issue.

"We give Israel $4 billion a
year, and we made a deadl
months ago that we're
stopping,” Trump said dur-
ing a phone interview with
Fox News.

Trump said Israel's Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu was "fine" with the deci-
sion to end the aid.

Under the deal, Israel re-
ceives financial assistance
for the purchase of around
$3.8 bilion in weapons a
year.

"Now we'll help Israel if they
need it," Trump said. "Israel
is a very thriving country.
They don't need it."

The announcement came
as Americans voted in cru-
cial midterm elections that
will determine confrol of
Congress for the last two
years of Trump's presiden-
cy, and soon after parlia-
mentary elections in Israel
that did not produce a
clear winner.

Since its founding in 1948,
Israel has received more

in annual aid for Israel
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An aerlql view shows a campaign billboard depicting Prime M|n|ster Benquln Netanyahu of 1he
Likud party and US President Donald Trump in Tel Aviv on October 24, 2026, on the eve of the
Israel's legislative elections.

forinflation, in US economic
and military assistance, ac-
cording fo the Council on
Foreign Relafions, far more
than any other country in
that time period.
Netanyahu has in the past
expressed a desire to end
Israel's dependence on
US aid. In May, he tfold US
broadcaster CBS that he
wanted to reduce U.S. sup-
port to zero.

Tuesday's announcement
was met with backlash
from Israeli opposition lead-
er Gadi Eisenkot, who said

it showed that Netanyahu
must go.

'The fact that Israel's de-
fense establishmentis learn-
ing of a shift in our strategic
relationship  through the
media at the same time
as the Israeli public shows
just how dangerous Benjao-
min Netanyahu's conduct
is," Eisenkot said in a state-
ment. "He can no longer
be frusted and must be re-
placed."

It was not immediately
clear when the U.S. aid to
Israel would actually end.

- Deep divisions -

The Israeli offensive in the
Gaza Strip, launched in re-
sponse to Hamas' October
7. 2023, aftack on Israel
has created deep divisions
within the United States,
with polls showing a grow-
ing number of Americans
in favor of cutting aid to Is-
rael.

The announcement also
comes amid an eight-
month war against Iran,
with Trump confirming on
Tuesday that the American

military had carried out
new strikes there.

Trump cited criticism from
leftist Democratic candi-
date Abdul El-Sayed, who
is running for US Senate af-
ter harnessing popular dis-
content and anti-Israel sen-
fiment, as part of the rea-
soning behind the decision
to end the aid package.
"Why should we suffer the
slings from lunatics like an
El-Sayed when they don't
need ite It's a bad talking
point," Trump said on Fox,
referring to the aid for Israel.
The debate over support for
Israel, which divides both
Democrats and Republi-
cans, is raging in El-Sayed's
home state of Michigan,
where there is a large Mus-
lim community.

If he wins, El-Sayed would
become the first Muslim
member of the US Senate.
He has been a vocal critic
of the US dlliance with Is-
rael, calling for a halt to aid
to the country.

His crificism of Israel was
one factor behind Sunday's
unexpected endorsement
by Democratic congress-
woman Haley Stevens --
El-Sayed's main rival in the
party's primary -- of his op-
ponent, Republican Mike
Rogers, illustrating divisions
within the party on the
issue.ld

than $300 billion, adjusted

U.S. regulator advances route to 24-hour stock trading

Chairman of the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) Paul
Atkins (L), Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC) Chairman
Michael Selig altend a summit of crypto and technology leaders in the
Roosevelt Room of the White House on August 19, 2026 in Washington, DC.

New York, United States green light Tuesday for continu-
American regulators gave the ous frading of equity futures on

U.S.-registered exchanges in a
step that moves 24-hour trading
of stocks closer to the mainstream.
The action opens up trading for
"perpetual futures contracts" on
individual shares, said Michael
Selig, commissioner of the U.S.
Commodity Futures Trading Com-
mission.

"This expansion marks a significant
step tfowards allowing U.S. market
parficipants, consistent with appli-
cable law, to avail themselves of
the advantages of perpetual fu-
tures that have led to their emer-
gence as widely sought tools for
risk-management and price-dis-
covery," Selig said in a statement.
These products are better suited
to operating within "the protec-
tions of the CFTC's proven regula-
tory framework, rather than being
forced to turn to offshore, and of-
ten unregulated, venues," he said.
The CFTC action opens up a path-
way for much higher volume in

securities tied to underlying stocks
outside of the hours of traditional
frading of between 9:30 am (1430
GMT) and 4 pm (2000 GMT) when
the New York Stock and Exchange
and Nasdaq sessions are held.
Last week, Intercontinental Ex-
change, which owns the New
York Stock Exchange, announced
plans to bring perpetual trading
"onshore in the United States, sub-
ject to regulatory approvals.”

The venture with Trade{XYZ} aims
to serve a growing market and the
meet demand for "retail traders in-
creasingly seeking short-duration
exposure, often around the clock,
across crypto, equities, commodi-
ties, foreign exchange and other
real-world assets,” ICE said in an
October 29 press release.

ICE described the venture as "a
new retfail growth opportunity, op-
erated separately from ICE's insti-
tutional core."
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Americans vote in election that could reshape Trump presidency

I

Washington, United States
Millions of Americans voft-
ed Tuesday in a midterm
election seen as a refer-
endum on Donald Trump
that could wrest control of
Congress from Republicans
and impose major resfraints
on the president's remain-
ing two years in office.

Polls predict the Democrats
will win a majority in the
House of Representatives
and possibly seize the Sen-
ate on the back of voter
resentment at an unpopu-
lar president, soaring ener-
gy costs and the ongoing
conflict with Iran.
Republicans losing the
House would give Demo-
crats the power to stall
Trump's legislative agenda
and launch sweeping in-
vestigations of his adminis-
tration.

A Senate defeat would
threaten his ability to ap-
point Supreme Court jus-
tices and senior officials
-- and signal that Trump's
overwhelming dominance
of US politics is finally fad-
ing.

Gabrielle  Schlueter, a
69-year-old retfiree casting
her ballot in Atlanta, Geor-
gia, told AFP that she was
voting a straight Demo-
cratic ficket.

"The way the country is
going is not very good.
The economy. The prices
of everything," Schlueter
said. "Healthcare. I'm not
suffering from it but others
shouldn't have that worry."
Trump, 80, defended his re-
cord in a final TV phone-in
pitch to voters on Tuesday,
saying he had rebuilt the
country through his immi-
gratfion crackdown, war on
Iran and tariffs.

"We have to keep America
great. We're great now.
We were tferrible two years
ago,” Trump told "Fox &
Friends."

All 435 House seats and 35
of the 100 Senate seats are
at stake, along with gover-
norships in 36 states. Dem-
ocrats need only three
House gains and a net four
seats in the Senate to take
control of both chambers
from the Republicans.
Trump returned to office
promising fo bring down
prices, but inflation, tariffs
and fuel costs inflated by

People vote a polling location on Election Day during the
midterm elections in Anchorage, Alaska on November 3, 2026.

the Middle East conflict
have squeezed Americans.

- Economic discontent -
Republicans insist  that
Trump's tax cuts and anti-
migrant stance will benefit
voters, and they have por-
frayed Democratfic can-
didates as left-wing radi-
cals -- a message that has
seemed fo resonate with
some voters.

"Democrats used to be de-
cent in the past but they
became very socialist,”
Maru Restrepo, a 70-year-
old voter of Colombian
origin, told AFP in Miami.
"The Republicans maintain
America's values. They love
the country."

In his final public campaign
appearance on Monday,
Trump barely touched on
the election and gave a
rambling talk about his
problem-plagued renova-
tion of Washington's Re-
flecting Pool.

Senate Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer branded
it a "pathetic closing mes-
sage."

Republicans currently hold
a 53-47 Senate majority,
but the baftlefield has ex-
tended info once reliably
conservative states like
Kansas, Texas, lowa, Ohio
and Alaska.

Democrats must also de-
fend competitive seats, in-
cluding in Michigan, where
a bitter internal dispute saw
congresswoman Haley Ste-
vens endorse Republican
Mike Rogers rather than
the Democratic nominee,
Abdul EI-Sayed.

Decision Desk HQ's final
forecast projected 241
House seats for Democrats
against 194 for Republi-
cans, and a narrower 52-48

Democratic Senate major-
ity.

- Disputed results? -

More than 57 million Ameri-
cans had already voted
early before Tuesday, indi-
cating high engagement.
The campaign has attract-

ed more than $11 billion in
political advertising, and
mega-rich Trump ally Elon
Musk has poured hundreds
of millions of dollars into Re-
publican efforts.

As soon as polls close,
concerns will mount over
whether results will be ac-
cepted by the Republi-
cans.

Trump, who fried to over-
turn his 2020 presidential
election defeat, has re-
peatedly alleged wide-
spread voter fraud and ac-
cused Democrats -- with no
evidence -- of cheating.
Voting machines malfunc-
fioned in a hotly contested
House race in New York
state on Tuesday, prompt-
ing right-wing influencers to
fling unfounded allegations
of fraud even as local elec-
tion officials insisted all bal-
lots would be counted.

The Justice Department,
run by Trump's former per-
sonal lawyer, has already
sued to potentially block
certification of  Alaska's
Senate race if Republican
incumbent Dan  Sullivan
narrowly loses, although a
court ruled against the ef-
fort.

And the Supreme Court
rejected on Monday an
emergency bid to force
California to set aside the
mail-in  ballots of more
than 20,000 people on the
grounds they may not be
American citizens.

Trump, who will watch the
midterms results at the
White House on Tuesday
night, said that if he does
lose control of Congress he
has a plan to defy Demo-
crats. "l veto everything,"
he vowed..
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Egyptian mummy poriraits show antiquity’s piercing gaze in new

Rome show

Rome, Italy

An elegant woman gazes
out from her portrait with
expressive eyes, a gilded
wreath worn in her hair and
a gentle, questioning look
on her face.

She is one of the 2,000-year-
old “Faces of Fayum”, star-
tlingly realistic funerary -- or
mummy -- portraits painted
after Egypt became part of
the Roman Empire.

The fragile portraits dating
from the first to third cen-
turies AD painted on thin
wooden panels and de-
signed to be placed over
the face of mummies will
go on display in Rome in
what organizers hail as a
“milestone” collaboration
between Italy and Egypt.
"Egypt and Rome, the
Faces of Fayum”, open-
ing Wednesday at Rome's
Ara Pacis museum, also in-
cludes mummies, masks,
shrouds, jewelry, marble
busts and statuary.

The majority of the artifacts
come from Egypt, with
some allowed to leave the
counftry for the first time.

Such is the case of the
“Tondo of the Two Broth-
ers” from Cairo’'s Egyptian
Museum, a freshly restored

double portrait from the
fime of Emperor Hadrian
that depicts two curly-
haired young men, possibly
brothers, with soulful eyes.

Rome’s top official for cul-
tural heritage, Claudio Pari-
si Presicce, called the work
an “absolute masterpiece,
perhaps the most impor-
tant pictorial work to have
survived from anfiquity”.
“These are simple wooden
panels, often just a few
milimeters thick, made
of wood... and they were
used to depict, through ex-
fremely naturalistic paint-
ing, the faces of the indi-
viduals who were being
buried,” Parisi Presicce told
a press conference Mon-
day.

Rooted in the tradition of
Hellenistic  painting, the
portraits placed over the
head of the mummy and
secured into its wrappings
come from arelatively brief
period between the first
and third centuries AD, af-
ter EQypt became a prov-
ince of Rome.

In a fusion of two great civi-
lizations Egyptian and Ro-
man the men, women and
children portrayed often
bear Egyptian features, but

This evidence image released in a Search Warrant issued by
the Supreme Court of the State of New York on May 19, 2022,
shows a painted portrait of a woman of the Fayum type, dated
AD 54-68, and valued at approximately 1,245,350.

wear Roman dress.
Their faces are vivid, and

haunting, whether bearing
signs of graying hair and

Music links past, present for Pedro Pascal’s cellist in

‘Behemoth!’

New York, United States

Pedro Pascal learned to
play the cello for his star-
rng role in upcoming film
“Behemoth!” from Oscar-
winning writer-director

Tony Gilroy. I was so taken

by what the story was and
the... infimacy of all of it, in
the way that | guess how
intimate it can feel o listen
fo music and o be guided
by music,” the 51-year-old
actor told an audience at

Chilean-American actor Pedro Pascal arrives at the 2026 AFI
(American Film Institute) Fest Presented By Canva - Special
Screening Of Searchlight Pictures’ ‘Behemoth!’ held at TCL
Chinese é Theatres at Ovation Hollywood on October 23, 2024
in Hollywood, Los Angeles, California, United States.

a showing of the movie at
the New York Film Festival
on Friday.

Jumping between past
and present, the fiim ftells
the story of Alex Serian, a
cellist who moves fo Los
Angeles to care for his dy-
ing mother and escape an
overbearing ex played by
Olivia Wilde.

While there he joins an or-
chestra that performs film
scores, and the music they
play serves as a link for both
Alex and the audience,
connecting fragments
from his past that appear
to have overwhelmed him.
Chilean-American Pas-
cal said his character “just
seemed like a person who
is as much of a kind of pas-
senger to his life as you are
a passenger to his experi-
ence...as a viewer."

As he goes from city to city,
lover to lover, the score for
“Behemoth!”  written by
nine composers and which
serves as the score per-
formed by the orchestra in
the film -- friggers the main
character’'s memories.

The film marks a departure
for Gilroy, who cut his teeth
writing action movies like
the “Bourne” films and le-
gal thrillers like “Michael
Clayton.”

“I never wrote a charac-
fer quite like this before
that wasn't escaping or
rushing fowards” crises,
the 70-year-old filmmaker
said, adding that he was
inspired by the legend-
ary ltalian actor Marcello
Mastroianni, who “*man-
ages to be... a passenger
in the movie, but never
passive."[

wrinkles, or the long eye-
lashes and chubby cheeks
of a child.

“These people are not
dead,” Italian figurative
painter Amedeo Modigli-
ani once said of the Fayum
portraits.

“They are more alive than
those who gaze upon
them.”

- Ushering the dead -
Works from the Louvre, the
Metropolitan  Museum of
Art, the J. Paul Getty Mu-
seum, the Landesmuseum
Wuirttemberg and other
international museums
round out the exhibit.

A fertile area of Egypt on
the edge of the desert, Fa-
yum'’s arid climate helped
preserve  the delicate
painted wood, textiles and
papyrus on display in the
exhibition.

One work, on loan from the
Louvre, is a spectacular,
near-pristine linen shroud
depicting a man standing
between the mummy he
will become and Anubis,
the jackal-headed god
who helped usher the
dead info the Afterlife.
Some of the female por-
fraits are adorned in sump-
fuous jewelry, such as that
of the woman “Isidora”
from the first century AD,
whose three-tiered gold
necklace adorned with
precious stones, pearl
earrings and elaborately
curled hairdo project her
status.

Parisi Presicce said that
“"countless questions” re-
main about the compel-
ling portraits.

“Were they made ear-
lier and kept until the mo-
ment of death? Were they
painted at the fime the de-
ceased was buried?¢ Were
they panels that were hung
in homes, in residences?”
he asked.

A nail found at the top of
one of the portraits makes
this theory plausible, he
said.

Hisham El-Leithy, secre-
tary-general  of Egypt’s
Supreme Council of An-
fiquities, said the images
from so long ago have an
uncanny power to move

us..d



WGRLD NEWS WEDNESDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2026

Relatives burn pinewood sticks next to the graves of their loved ones as part of a tradition locally
called Panag-aapoy “to light a fire” ceremony to commemorate All Saints Day in the tourist
town of Sagada, Mountain province, northern Philippines on November 1, 2026.

On All Saints’ Day, Philippine mountain

town honors dead with fire

Sagada, Philippines, Philip-
pines

Tiny pinewood bonfires
burned through the night
at a mountain cemetery
as the largely Christian
Philippines  remembered
its dead, turning the fog-
shrouded hilltop into a vast,
fragrant altar of light.

The eerie Panag-aapoy
("to light a fire”) ceremony
in the tourist town of Sago-
da has marked All Saints’
Day for the past 122 years,
said Winston Garlejo Me-
nong, director of the Epis-
copal Church of Saint Mary
the Virgin, which owns the
cemetery.

As night crept in and dark-
ness blanketed the four-
hectare burial ground,
the hum of activity and
thick smoke gave way to
a sepulchral glow as fires
burned for its more than
2,000 dead.

The Cordillera mountain
region’'s animist residents
adopted Christianity only
after Spain ceded the Phil-
ippines to the United States
in 1898, four centuries af-
ter Spanish friars had con-
verted the people of the
coasts to Catholicism.

US Profestant missionar-
ies encouraged Sagada’s
residents to bury their dead
and light candles on their
graves, he said.

“In our Biblical confext,
Christ is the light,” Menong
said.

Be it with candles or the
pine sticks preferred in
Sagada, lighting a flame
is “inviting the presence of
Christ with us, having fel-
lowship with our departed
loved ones”, he said.

- Respecting boundaries -
Sagada’s  first  Christians
burned pinewood be-
cause candles were ex-
pensive and their flames
were easily snuffed out by
wind -- unlike the brisk burn
of the aromatic, sap-rich
pines that cover the Cordil-
leras, Sagada tfourism offi-
cer Maria Teresa Abad told
AFP.

The practice echoes the
burning of incense in Bud-
dhist rituals, though pine’s
sharp natural scent makes
it stand out from the aro-
matic powders used in joss
sticks. Cybil Domoguen re-
furned to Sagada this year
with her father and a bun-
dle of 20-inch (51 centime-
fre) pine sticks to honour
the grandparents who had
raised her there.

“It's very unusual that peo-
ple actually come here to
watch. Usually one comes
tfo the cemetery to pray
for a dead relative,” the
31-year-old teacher told

AFP.

“If a grave does not have
any visitors, people make
sure fo light some sticks for
them.”

Like others participating
in the ceremony, she has
conflicted feelings about
the growing tourist pres-
ence.

“Last year, there were tour-
ists who were taking pic-
tures of us, which was un-
comfortable,” she added.
“We have no problem with
stfrangers as long as they
respect boundaries.”

- Hanging coffins -

The people of Sagada did
not always light lames over
their dead, or even bury
them.

Before the missionaries ar-
rived, the preferred prac-
fice was to hang cof-
fins from the walls of cliffs
or wedge them into the
mouths of caves, a custom
that only fully died out in
2010, Abad, the fourism of-
ficer, said.

Some of the "hanging cof-
fins” can stfill be seen on
nearby Sagada cliffs.
“Traditional burial beliefs
associate caves and el-
evated burial places with
the spirit's passage fo-
ward the ancestral realm”,
something burial would hin-
der, she said.

More women in top
management, but
inequalities persist: U.N.
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A photograph taken on September 7, 2026 shows a boardsign
of the International Labour Organization (ILO) ahead of
the election of the United Nations agency's next Director-
General, in Geneva, Switzerland.

Geneva, Switzerland

The number of women in top leadership jobs at com-
panies worldwide has risen since 2013, but inequalities
remain at lower managerial levels, the International
Labor Organization said Tuesday.

The share of companies with a female board chair
surged from 13.1 percent in 2013 to 30.9 percent last
year, the United Nations agency said in a report.

The share with a woman chief executive rose from 23.4
percent to 28.2 percent in the same period.

But the report found women remain under-represent-
ed in the corporate hierarchy overall, holding just 30.5
percent of managerial positions globally -- up from
24.5 percent in 2000.

"Gender equality is a fundamental right, and the evi-
dence is clear that it is also a powerful driver of sustain-
able enterprises and economic growth," ILO Director-
General Gilbert Houngbo said in a statement.

The report was based on a survey of 11,957 companies
in 99 countries.

It found a "growing gap" between companies' com-
mitments on gender equality and implementation on
the ground.

While nearly three-quarters of firms had a gender
equality and diversity policy or equivalent measure in
place in 2025, the share implementing such initiatives -
such as maternity leave and equal pay programmes --
fell from 37.4 percent in 2018 to 26.5 percent last year,
it said.

"At a time when enterprises are competing for skills and
talent, leaving women's potential untapped makes lit-
tle business sense," said the ILO's Maria Paz Anzorreguy.
"The evidence increasingly tells us what works. The pri-
ority now is to put it info practice and scale it."

The report recommended bolstering leadership pipe-
lines for women, using gender metrics and voluntary
targets, and improving women's access to roles where
they remain under-represented.

It also called for "action to address structural barriers
outside the workplace, including unequal care re-
sponsibilities, occupational segregation and persistent
social norms".]
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Tourists star in personql mlcrodramas in ‘China’s Hollywood’
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Hengdian, China

Inside the ornate imperial
chamber of a replica Chi-
nese palace, tourists fwist
their faces in feigned anger
and mimic the movements
of a director as they star in
their own personalized mi-
crodramas.

Gao Saifei, a 19-year-old
aspiring actor among the
group, told AFP she frav-
elled to Hengdian World
Studios -- often referred to
as “China’s Hollywood" --
for the chance to act out a
scene from a popular Chi-
nese period drama.

Clad in a yellow Chinese
imperial robe and furrow-
ing her brows, she pretend-
ed to slap a kneeling con-
cubine, while a crowd of
enraptured tourists filmed
the scene.

“It felt so liberating,” Gao
told AFP excitedly, after her
scene was met with ap-
plause from onlookers.

The sprawling studio in Zhe-
jiang province, which in-
cludes a replica of Beijing’s
Forbidden City, has drawn
visitors like Gao, who want
the chance to act in short
microdramas for social me-
dia.

These mostly vertical soap
opera-like series with epi-
sodes as short as 30 sec-
onds have taken China by
storm, with people across
the country watching them

d-‘

This photo taken on October 23, 2026 shows extras performing for tourists at Hengdian World
Studios in Hengdian, in eastern China’s Zhejiang province.

on ByteDance-owned
apps like Hongguo and
Douyin.

Microdrama  productions
in Hengdian for tourists like
Gao operate seamless-
ly, with a team including
camera operators, lighting
assistants, a director and
sometimes exiras assigned
to each film set.

The director demonstrates
the lines, actions and facial
expressions of each char-
acter for tourists to mimic.
“Playing the emperor... al-
lowed me to be a bit arro-
gant and dramatic,” said

Gao, who studies acting in
Sichuan province.

“It really helped me let
loose and break out of my
shell.”

- ‘Back in time’ -

At another studio in Hengdi-
an, tourists sat at vanities as
make-up artists powdered
their faces and styled their
hair in intricate designs.
Customers pay 388 yuan
($58) for the studio’s full mi-
crodrama package, which
includes a costume, hair
and make-up services, and
an edited video af the end

of the filming.

The affordable rates have
also drawn foreign tourists
such as Kinjal Patel from
London, whose $150 pack-
age includes English trans-
lators.

Patel, 35, who described
herself as a microdrama
and period drama fan, was
playing the role of an inno-
cent older sister defending
herself against a manipula-
tive, evil younger sister, who
accuses her of breaking
their mother’s teacup.

“I... wanted to experience
the architecture, the cul-

ture, the history and just
walk through it because
you feel like you're back in
time,” said Patel, donning a
red Ming dynasty dress.
Microdramas are a hit be-
cause their content often
“leans toward the ream
of dreams and fantasies”,
said Wu Yizhuo, who was
directing Patel’s video.
“For instance, stories where
a security guard is pursued
by a beautiful female CEO,
or a cleaning lady is wooed
by a handsome, domineer-
ing CEO -- these are essen-
fially escapist fantasies,”
Wu told AFP, referring to
some popular microdra-
ma tropes.

“Even though we know
full well that what we're
watching is fictional, our
emotions still get swept up
in the plot, allowing us to re-

lease some stress,” he said.
- ‘Al falls short’ -
Microdrama production

companies have been in-
creasingly harnessing artifi-
cial infelligence to replace
actors and screenwriters
with algorithms, slashing
costs in the process.
Al-generated content ac-
counted for 95 percent of
the 128,000 microdramas
released natfionwide in the
first quarter of 2026, state
broadcaster CCTV said in
June.

Ahead of COP31, Brazil offers a global fossil fuel exit plan

—
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Brazil's President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva speaks during a press
conference at the COP30 UN Climate Change Conference in
Belem, Para state, Brazil, on November 19, 2025.

Paris, France

Last year's U.N. climate
summit host Brazil released
Tuesday a roadmap for
countries to transition away
from fossil fuels, saying the
endeavor was "necessary,
urgent and yet possible"
as nations prepare for next
week's COP31 confer-

ence.
The COP30 conference in
the Amazon city of Belem
in 2025 ended with a final
agreement that failed to
explicitly mention fossil fu-
els after fierce opposition
from major oil producers
such as Saudi Arabia and
Russia.

As an alternative, the Brazil-
ian hosts offered to launch
aroadmap for countries to
shift away from oil, gas and
coal on a voluntary basis.
"Taken together, the evi-
dence and analysis in this
Roadmap lead the COP30
Presidency to a clear con-
clusion that transitioning
away from fossil fuels is ur-
gent, inevitable and yet
possible," the text released
Tuesday said.

The document, however,
acknowledged that "there
is no unique solution for this
complex puzzle" and sug-
gested that countries tailor
measures suited to their cir-
cumstances.

The roadmap proposes
a '"collective agenda" in
three phases, from 2028 to
2033, during which coun-
fries should draw up plans

and transform their energy
systems.

"Countries differ in how fast
they can move and in the
support they need, but
every country gains from
immediately planning its
fransition away from fossil
fuels," the document said.

Brazil also published a
roadmap on halting defor-
estation by 2030.

"The transition is inevitable,
so start planning now and
as soon as possible, be-
cause this will be good for
your country, for your so-
ciety, for your economy,"

COP30 chief executive
Ana Toni said in a media
briefing.

But current policies and
plans that have been an-
nounced so far "still leave
the world short of the en-
ergy outcomes agreed in

Dubai’, the COP30 presi-
dency document said.

- 'Act now' -

A new agreement on fossil
fuels is unlikely at the two-
week COP31 conference,
which begins on Monday
in  Turkish Mediterranean
resort Antalya.

Instead, COP31 president
Turkey and Australia, which
is steering the negotiations,
are championing a volun-
tary programme aimed at
boosting  "electrification”
in efforts to cut heat-trap-
ping emissions.

While Toni said the fossil
fuel roadmap would be
discussed in Antalya on
November 10, Brazilian of-
ficials stressed that their ini-
fiative was a call to action,
not a document to be ne-
gotiated at COP31.1]
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PSA for off-roaders:

Be careful when driving on rough terrains!

(Oranjestad)—Aruba Today recently received a message
from a reader about the rough terrains and dirt roads on
the northern side of the island, worried about how they
may damage you car.

We at Aruba Today pride ourselves in enhancing your
Aruba experience through informative articles about our
history, culture and places you can visit. With this, we also
want fo make sure you take care of yourself and your
loved ones.

You may encounter some dirt roads that have deep holes
or cracks that can be damaging if you are traveling by
(regular) car. These holes often occur after heavy rain or
during the raining season, primarily because Aruba is a
hilly island with a lot of downward streams, so rain water
fravels downward creating cracks and holes along the
way.

For your own safety, please be advised to not drive on
potentially dangerous terrains or dirt roads with deep
holes if you are traveling by regular car. We advise you
to rent a 4x4 vehicle instead or better yet, plan your off-
roading frip with a tour guide who can provide proper
vehicles and assistance.

Aruban snacks and where to find them

ORANJESTAD — Want to
taste something different
for a change? How about
some Aruban snacks that
you can find all around the
island? Hop in your car,
and go to these locations
to find some of the most
popular and tasty snacks
that are beloved by our lo-
cals.

One of the staples of Aru-
ban cuisine and snacks is
the Pastechi. Pastechi is
a Caribbean fried pastry
that is filled with cheese,
meat, chicken, veggies
and sometimes even fish!
Or perhaps you might
want to try a croquette,
locally called a “kroket,”
which is a crusty fried snack

with typically a meat and
dough mix filing. The Aru-
ban kroket is based on its

Dutch counterpart, the
“bitterbal”.
These two snacks are

typically found in all local
snack trucks, which can be
found all over the island,
including on the side of the
main road that strefches
from San Nicolas fo the
Hotel Area. You can also
find them at local bakeries
all over the island. These
places may also sell other
snacks and sandwiches
too, perfect for on-the-
road lunch break.

While you're at it, why not
accompany your snack

with a refreshing “bafido”?

Batidos are fruit shakes,
typically made with added
milk for some creaminess.
However, you can also ask
to hold the milk. Batidos
are commonly found in
snack shops too. You may
find some batidos along
the flea market downtown.

If you are looking for some-
thing a bit more fresh and
healthy, why not fry some
coconuts, or shaved ice
from local vendors? These
vendors carry their little
shop at the back of their
fruck, so they are ever-
moving around the island.
However, there are a few
spots where you can al-
most always find a coco-
nut/shaved ice vendor:

*Right next to the Red An-
chor in San Nicolas, on the
way to Baby Beach.

* Along the main road next
to the airport field.

At the California Light
House.

* At the Alto Vista Chapel.

These vendors may also sell
other delights, like the be-
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loved coconu’r bosed des-
sert “cocada” or peanuts.
All'in all, in Aruba, you can
always find some place
fo take a break and have
a bite of something local,
you maybe just might have
to look for them![]

Photo credit: wheninaruba.
com

Fun facts about the

(Oranjestad)—When off-roading, you may
encounter some houses that have rock
hedges, aligned perfectly and held to-
gether by cement—or sometimes nothing
at all.

These hedges are called “transhi,” and
have a historical and cultural meaning
on the island. Used by cunukeros* around
the island back when agriculture played a
more dominant role in day-to-day life and
survival, these stone hedges represent the
resilience of our great-grand parents, who
had to make do with what nature gave
them.

These stone structures are fraditionally

“transhi” hedgesl!

placed carefully on top of each other. No
cement or other binding mixfure was used
to hold the structure together. Though
not commonly used for modern homes,
the few structures that remain around the
island stood the test of time, some com-
pletely intact even after decades of rain,
wind and urbanization.

These stone hedges are a representation
of the Aruba’s unique farming culfure-
which valued durability, sustainability and
resilience.

*cunukero: Aruban farmers. [

Pictures exiracted from the ‘Plantage Zorg
en Hoop’ collection on Coleccion.aw
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QUALITY APARTMENTS

AND SUITES

(Oranjestad)—Ombuds-
man Mrs. Jurima Bryson,
appointed on October 1st
2024, is proud to represent
Aruba and is prepared to
help both locals and tour-
ists with their concerns.

What is the role of the Om-
budsman?

In a nutshell, the Ombuds-
man is the middle man
between you and govern-
ment or semi-government
agencies. This means that
as a local or as a visitor of
Aruba, you can file a com-
plaint to the bureau of the
Ombudsman against gov-
ernment and semi-govern-
ment agencies. Already
left the island? No problem.
The Ombudsman of Aruba
canstillreceive and handle

your complaint even from abroad. You only have to provide a way for them to

www.arubaqualityapartments.com

e -

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT OR VISIT US.

All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms).

Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ, Sets.
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach & 2 Large Supermarkets.

- o : =
- T P |

Mon-Fri: 8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - Spm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free)
Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free)
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba

Email: info@arubaqualityapartments.coml Whatsapp: (297) 734-3008

Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com

reach you.

To contact the Ombuds-
man, you can visit the of-
fice located at Caya G.F.
Betico Croes 149, Oranjes-
tad, Aruba. You can also
call at +297 281 6800 or
email  @ombudsman.aw.
for more questions or com-
plaints.

Opening hours

The Ombudsman office is
open to the public with no
appointment from Monday
to Friday from 8:30 to 11:30
am.

Follow the ombudsman
on Instagram: @ombuds-
manaruba and Facebook:
Ombudsman Arubal]

Papiamento words and phrases you may want o know!

(Oranjestad)—Aruba is
a melting pot of different
nationalities, cultures and
languages. Primarily for
this reason, the average
Aruban can understand
and speak Duich, Eng-
lish and Spanish relatively
well. However, as much as
we pride ourselves in be-
ing able fto communicate
with almost everyone, we
cherish our native tongue
Papiamento above all
else. Want to learn some
common words in our lan-
guage? Here are a few ba-
sic words and phrases that
can get you a hat tip from
an Aruban.

When you arrive at the air-
port in Aruba, one of the
first words in Papiamento
you may encounteris “Bon
bini.” Bon bini in Papio-
mento means welcome,
and is probably the most
famous Papiamento word
for fourists.

Hi! Byel
To be fair, there is no
unique way to say “hello”

in Papiamento at least not
officially. We often just use
the English “hello” or “hey”,
or Dutch “hallo” to greet
someone. We do howev-
er, always follow it up with
“con baye” or “con tag”
Con bay is a shortened
version of “con ta bayg”,
which essentially means
*how are you?”

The word “con” in Papia-
mento  means “how?”
and is pronounced with a
rounder “0"” sounds, like in
the English word *“cone”.
“Ta bay” refers to how you
are doing.

When we say goodbye,
we use the word “ayo”
(not like the Ayo Rock For-
mation, but also...kinda?).
We may also use “te oro”,
which means “see you lat-

er.

Greetings during the day

Most, if not all, languages
have different ways to
greet according fo the
fime of day, and Papia-
mento is no different. Since

Papiamento is heavily in-
fluences from Portuguese
and Spanish, some of these
phrases may look very fo-
miliar.

Bon diais used in the morn-
ing, up to about noon. Bon
dia essentially means good
morning. The word “bon”
means “good”, and while
“dia” does not directly
mean “morning” in English,
it is used often to refer to
the morning fime.

Bon tardi

In the afternoon to early
evening hours, we use
“bon tardi” to greet peo-
ple, which means “good
afternoon”. “Tardi” actu-
ally comes from the word
“atardi”, which directly
franslates to “afternoon”.
However, the shortened
“tardi” is used to keep the
rhythm on the phrase. And
the same could be said
for our last greeting of the
day.

Bon nochi.
You guessed it, “bon no-

chi” means "good night”.
Just like “tardi”, “nochi” is
actually the shortened ver-
sion of the word “anochi”.

Yes...no...maybe?

The affiimative and nega-
five expression is very sim-
ple in Papiamento. Just like
Spanish, our yeses are “si”
and ourno’s are “no”. Pret-
ty easy right? If you want
to gain some exira points
from younger locals, you
can also say “se"”, which is
a more casual affirmative
used mostly by the young-
er generation.

However, do note: some

generations
find this improper and nof
respectful, so keep that in
mind.

older may

Thanks man...

Lastly, a word that we
can also say more often is
“danki”, which means liter-
ally *thank you”. “Danki”
is derived from the Dutch
word “bedankt”. Though
we don't really have a
franslation for *I appreci-
ate it” in English, we do use
“masha danki” to convey
the message. “Masha”
means “a lot" or “very”,
so “masha danki” means
“thank you very much™.(1
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

G/A(Ga’z’km Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

[ree St (Play

Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play.
Play up to five times each Wednesday.

Ploy Respomibly. Visit www.gumbl ¥

— WIN ASHARE OF UPTO —
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How Aruban beaches came to bel

(Oranjestad)—We've talk-
ed about the best beaches
to visit on the island before,
but have you ever won-
dered how Aruba got its
white, sandy beaches, and
why there’s a clear differ-
ence between the north-
ern and southern shores?
Here are some fun facts
about the development of
Aruban beaches. How did
Aruba get its white, sandy
beaches?

Aruba’s beaches have de-
veloped over the span of
thousands of years. Waves
crashing on the rocky for-
mations along our coast
line (which consists mainly

The ‘Lisinbein’ (Scolopen-
dra gigantea), also known
as the Giant Centipede, is
one of the largest centi-
pedes in the world and is
found in Aruba. Its size and
hunting prowess make it a
fascinating, if often misun-
derstood, creature.

Despite its fearsome repu-
tation, it plays a crucial
ecological role that often

ST Z S

of coral reefs) have start-
ed to wear and tfear the
reefs over time, resulting
in its gradual breakdown.
Fish that feed off corals
also contribute to this one
small bite at a time. Over
the course of thousands
of years, as waves confin-
ue to crash and fish con-
finue to eat off the corals,
sand starts to accumulate
around the area. Howev-
er, whether the sand stays
there is another question
to be answered, and this is
where we highlight the big-
gest difference between
the northern and southern
coast of the island.

The sand that accumulates
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As an apex invertebrate

predator, Scolopendra
gigantea helps maintain
balance in the ecosystem.
Moreover, they themselves
are a food source for birds
such as the Crested Cara-
cara (Warawara) and the
Aruba burrowing owl (Sho-
co).

around a torn coral reef
is swept away along with
the debris by the ocean
stream. However, in areas
where it's shallow and the
stream is weaker, the sand
fends to sick to the bot-
tom faster. This is why the
beaches in the south—the
areas with weaker stream
and shallower ocean floors
has sand that stretches for
miles. In contrast, the north-
ern ared, where the stream
is much stronger and the
ocean floor is much deep-
er, there is no sand present
they were swept away with
the current!

Why is the north deep, but

you knew has o gombling problem,

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

the south shallow?

Aruba is a continental
island. The island actu-
ally forms part of South
America, and the space
between Aruba and the
South American contfinent
is simply referred to as land
that runs under the ocean.

This is why it gefs gradu-
ally deeper in the south,
whereas the ocean floor in
the north runs steeply to the
bottom..J

Source: archival document
provided by the National
Archive of Aruba (ANA).

Fun facts about the ‘Lisinbein’

It confrols populations of
smaller invertebrates and
even small vertebrates, en-
suring that no species over-
populates, which could
disrupt local biodiversity.

Its presence can indicate
a healthy, functioning
ecosystem. Its sensitivity to
environmental  changes
makes it a bioindicator of
ecological balance.

It can reach an impressive
length of up to 30 centi-
meters (approx. 12 inches)
and live for around 5 to
10 years in the wild. Its size
and longevity makes it a
significant and long-term
part of the ecosystem.

A mother’s love

In Scolopendra species,
the ‘mother’ typically ex-
hibits maternal care by

curling around her eggs
and newly hatched young.
She stays coiled around the
clutch, protecting it from
predators and fungi, which
are serious risks in the moist
environments these cen-
fipedes often inhabit. The
mother maintains a clean
environment for the eggs
by carefuly grooming
them, which helps prevent
fungal growth that could
endanger the brood. This
behavior may confinue
until the young cenfipedes
have undergone their first
molf, making them more
capable of independent
survival.

This form of parental care
is beneficial in increas-
ing the survival rates of
offspring, as the mother’s
protection provides a safe
‘environment’ during their

vulnerable developmen-
tal stages. It's a fascinat-
ing adaptation because it
shows a form of care that
resembles more complex
behaviors observed in ver-
tebrates.

No bark, but all bite!

The lisinbein is known local-
ly for having a really painful
sting. While venomous, the
Lisinbein is generally not
aggressive tfoward humans
unless provoked. Its role as
a guardian of balance in
the ecosystem helps pro-
tect the natural beauty of
Aruba by keeping the eco-
system in harmony. (]

Editor's note: Information
and pictures provided by
Ms. Natasha Silva from the
Aruba Conservation Foun-
dation.
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Article by Etnia Nativa

WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! \E
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 9y

Episode CCCLXXVI - 376

Nature’s Survivors: Can Some Corals Adapt to a Warming Ocean?

Through this space, Etnia Nativa shares stories rooted
in Aruba’s native heritage, encouraging a deeper
appreciation of the island’s natural environment, cul-
tural richness, and ancestral traditions.

In this episode, we explore one of the Caribbean’s
most valuable natural freasures: coral reefs, the vital
role they play in our oceans, and the growing threats
they face as the planet warms.

Surrounding Aruba and the wider Caribbean, coral
reefs support marine biodiversity, sustain fisheries and
tourism, and protect our coastlines. However, rising
ocean temperatures are putting these fragile ecosys-
tems at increasing risk, causing coral bleaching and
reef degradation.

Corals are living animals that depend on a close re-
lationship with microscopic algae, known as zooxan-
thellae, which live within their tissues. Through photo-
synthesis, these algae provide much of the energy
corals need to survive and give reefs their vibrant
colors. When ocean temperatures remain unusually
high, this relationship becomes stressed, causing cor-
als to expel their algae and turn white in a process
known as coral bleaching.

Bleaching does not necessarily mean a coralis dead.
If temperatures return to normal quickly enough, cor-
als can recover. However, prolonged heat stress can
weaken them, increase their susceptibility to disease,
and eventually lead to death. As reefs deteriorate,
countless marine species also lose essential habitats
and food sources.

Yet, not all coralsrespond to extireme heatin the same
way. Some naturally possess a greater ability to with-

stand unusually warm ocean temper-
atures. Scientists believe this resilience
may be influenced by genetics, the
microscopic algae living within coral
tissues, and the environmental condi-
tions in which corals grow.

These naturally heat-tolerant corals
offer a glimmer of hope for the future
of Caribbean reefs. By studying what
makes them more resilient, research-
ers hope to identify beneficial traits
that could help strengthen vulnerable
coral populations. They are also inves-
tigating whether heat tolerance can
be inherited, allowing resilient parent
corals to pass these characteristics on
fo future generations.

Can Science Give Reefs a Helping
Hand?

Scientists are exploring how naturally
heat-tolerant corals could improve
reef restoration. One approach in-
volves growing resilient coral colonies
in nurseries and transplanting them
onto damaged reef areas.

Another developing field is known
as assisted evolution, which investi-
gates ways to support natural pro-
cesses that help organisms adapt o
changing environmental conditions.
These approaches include selective
breeding, identifying heat-tolerant
genetic fraits, and studying beneficial
microorganisms associated with coral

health.

However, natural resilience is not a
guarantee of survival. Even heat-toler-
ant corals may struggle with repeated,
prolonged, or increasingly infense ma-
rine heatwaves. Some may also pos-
sess other vulnerabilifies. Scientific inno-
vation can support conservation, but
it cannot replace the urgent need to
address climate change and reduce
ocean warming.

For Aruba, protecting coral reefs means
safeguarding much more than a beau-
fiful underwater landscape. These eco-
systems are essential to marine biodi-
versity, fisheries, tourism, and coastal
protection. Understanding how our lo-
cal coral populations respond fo rising
ocean temperatures is therefore an im-
portant step towards developing effec-
five conservation strategies.

Scientific research offers reasons for
cautious optimism. Nature has remark-
able adaptive abilities, and science is
gradually uncovering how these mech-
anisms might help protect vulnerable
ecosystems.

The future of Caribbean coral reefs re-
mains to be written. Perhaps these natu-
ral survivors can teach us how to better
protect them. However, their survival
will depend not only on their ability to
adapt, but also on our commitment to
protecting the oceans.

Because beneath every Caribbean Is-
land lies a natural treasure worth safe-
guarding — and its future is closely con-
nected fo our own.

At Etnia Nativa, we believe that under-
standing and appreciating Aruba be-
gins with discovering the deep connec-
fions between its nature, culture, history,
and ancestral knowledge.

We invite you to continue this journey of
discovery with us, not only through the
stories we share here, but also by visiting
Etnia Nativa, our unique cultural sanctu-
ary in Noord, Aruba. Step into a space
where the island’s natural and cultural
heritage comes to life through stories,
fraditions, knowledge, and experiences
that celebrate the richness of our native
roots.

Discover Aruba beyond its beaches. Dis-
cover its soul, its heritage, and the stories
that connect us to this land.J

By appointment only.
WhatsApp: +297 592 2702.
Mail: etnianativa03@gmail.com
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now
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(Oranjestad)—The Aruban
culture has seen many sub-
stantial developments over
the course of a century.
With the introduction of the
Lago Refinery at the turn of
the 20th century, followed
by the breakout of the Sec-
ond World War and the
general incentive for politi-
cal independence during
the mid-century, a cultural
identity on the island be-
gan to take form and have
since developed through
international and local in-
fluences.

In the pre-industrial era of
the 19th cenfury, much
could not be said about
a cultural identity on the
island. Still being a part of
a Dutch colonial territory
at the same, as well as not
having political oreconom-
ic autonomy (Curacao was
the center of commerce,
cultural life, and politi-
cal management of the
Netherland Antilles at the
fime), the small population
of Aruba consisted mostly
of farmers and fishermen,
tending to their crops and
their cattle, or going out
to fish to provide for their
family. As Quito Nicolaas
states in his article Historia
di Literatura Arubiano: E
Bida Cultural (Literary His-
tory of Aruba: Cultural Life),
“during the pre-industrial
period, there were no sig-
nificant economic activity
that could have created
a cultural ambience, with
only one way to generate
profit at the time for the sub
existence of Aruban fami-
lies.”

It wasn't until the intro-
duction of the Lago Refin-
ery in San Nicolas in 1928,
that the island saw a small
boom in cultural manifes-
tations and entertainment,
as farmers left the ‘cunucu’
(country) life to work in the
refinery, which resulted in
Aruba acquiring a different
economic pillar. Before this,
entertainment and cultural
manifestations were mostly
experiences by local par-
ishes and the island’s elite,
who often partook in cul-
tural and entertaining ac-
tivities around the island,
like going to the movie the-
ater or coming together to

share poetry on Sundays
after church.

Literary life

Throughout the 19th cen-
tury and up unfil the 1940s,
there were also not much
frace of a cultural climate
for the cultural-literary sec-
for on the island. Primary
education was infroduced
on the island mid-19th
cenfury, followed by sec-
ondary and higher educa-
fion around the late 30's
and 40’s. It wasn't until the
1950s, with the infroduction
of the E.R.N.A agreement
in 1951 and the signing of
the Statute in 1954, which
allowed more space for
and conftrol over the eco-
nomic and cultural devel-
opment of Aruba, that the
literary life on the island be-

gan fo grow substantially
compared to decades be-
fore. This was in response
to local institutions estab-
lished in the 1940s for cul-
tural and literary growth
on the island, but that did
not yet capture the atften-
fion of the general public.
The 1950 brought with it a
boom of literary produc-
fion on the island, like those
of V.S. Piternella, as well
as migrant authors José
Ramon Vicioso y Rings Wil-
liam Rufus, who have also
contributed to the literary
development on the island.
The literary movement was
further promoted by local
broadcasters Voz di Aruba
and Radio Kelkboom, with
their regular broadcast of
literary works.

The 50s and 60s also saw
the influence of internation-
al cultures, especially that
of the United States. During
this tfime, because of infer-
national influences as well
as the continued prosperity
of the oil refinery, cultural
fraditions in Aruba began
to really take form and be-
come widespread, as dif-
ferent worldly and local
concepts were infroduced
in the Aruban society. With
the establishment of local
television broadcast sta-
fion Tele-Aruba in 1963,
and with time and possibili-
ties, local programs such as
“Nos Tera” (“Our Land”)
started to pay more atten-
fion to the Aruban culture
and worked to form a cul-
fural consciousness in the
community. The 1960s also

saw the rise of local authors
and artists, who were more
comfortable in producing
works in our native tongue,
Papiamento, but who also
produced works in Span-
ish, English and Dutch. This
new phenomenon was in
response to the infterac-
tion between economic
growth, individual prosper-
ity, cultural life and literary
expression.

The 21st century
Nowadays, international in-
fluence on our culture is still
prevalent, especially those
from Latin America, the
United States and The Neth-
erlands. Nevertheless, there
also exists a strong cultural
identity and traditions that
are exclusive to the Aruban
culture, often manifesting
during fraditional celebra-
tions, like Dia di San Juan/
Dera Gay (St. John's Day),
Dia di Himno y Bandera
(National Hymn and Flag
Day), Camping during Eas-
ter and much more. With
the surge of social media
in the last decade, artistic
voices, especially those of
the younger generatfion,
has become even more
prevalent and easily acces-
sible to the community of
Aruba through online plat-
forms such as Facebook,
Instagram and TikTok.[]

Source: Historia di Literatura
Arubiano: E Bida Cultural
by J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas
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U.N. reports warn of large-scale damage to Earth’s
ice from climate change

Paris, France

Exceeding 1.5C of global
warming will have *“ire-
versible”  consequences
for glaciers, sea ice and
the Earth’s frozen regions,
two UN reports warned on
Monday, calling for urgent
action.

The landmark 2015 Paris
Agreement commits the
world to limiting warm-
ing to well below 2C and
pursuing efforts to hold it
at 1.5C to try to avoid the
worst effects of climate
change.

One of the reports said
overshooting the 1.5C tar-
get "will bring large-scale
and in many cases irrevers-
ible impacts” for the cryo-
sphere Earth’s ice in all its
forms.

Melting of glaciers and sea
ice, the thawing of permao-
frost and the accelerating
rise in sea levels, will have
widespread repercussions,
from flooding to water
shortages.

Some of the effects of the
rise in tfemperature are al-
ready visible, such as the
20-percent loss in glacial
mass in Switzerland.

But even if the 1.5C target
remains relevant, it is al-
ready foo high for the cryo-
sphere, as current levels of
warming were ‘“already
unsafe” for the Arctic, Ant-
arctic, mountain glaciers
and polar oceans, the UN
warned.

“Although returning to 1.5
C will slow ice loss, a truly
‘safe’  temperature for
Earth's ice is now thought
to be closer to 1C or even
below over the coming
centuries,” it added.
Global warming has al-
ready reached 1.37C
above pre-industrial levels
and according to the Euro-
pean Copernicus network,
the 1.5C threshold could
be exceeded around 2030.
“There are no good out-
comes in exceeding 1.5C,”
said glaciologist  James
Kirkham, lead author of
one of the reports, entitled
"Overshoot and the Cryo-
sphere”, which was written
with 80 scientfists.

“To contain the global fall-
out and damage from ice
loss in the world’s polar and

Water, meltwater on rock, melting, thawing permafrost, ice, underground tunnel in the permafrost
rock of the Zugspitze with supply lines and lighting. Prime Minister Dr. Markus Soeder and
Environment Minister Thorsten Glauber consult with geologist Prof. D

mountain regions, over-
shoot needs to be kept to
the absolute minimum,” he
said.

“Every extra fraction of a
degree and every year
spent in overshoot means

more  devastating  im-
pacts.”
- Urgency -

Scientists warn in particular
about the risks of crossing
certain tipping points and
say that, even if tempera-
tures were to return to be-
low the 1.5C threshold, re-
covery would be very slow.
Reducing warming fo un-
der 1.5C and even 1C
could see some glaciers

partially regenerate, while
there could also be ben-
efits for seaice.

But Matthew England, an
oceanographer and cli-
matologist at the University
of New South Wales in Aus-
fralia, said recovery could
tfake “decades to centu-
ries”.

The second report -- “State
of the Cryosphere 2026.
The Cost of Overshoot” --
shows that exceeding 2.8C
into the next century would
have significant conse-
qguences.

Sea levels could rise by up
tfo five centimeters a year
by 2150, compared to
the current 0.45 cenfime-

ters while the thawing of
permafrost could release
as much carbon dioxide
each year as the United
States, the world's second-
largest polluter.]
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|TECHNOLOGY

Sea drone makers compete in Taiwan for soaring investment

Tainan, Taiwan

Silver-hulled  sea drones
skim across the water as
part of an exhibition in Tai-
wan where local and for-
eign companies are com-
peting for a share of surg-
ing government investment
in un-crewed vehicles to
deter China.

As Chinese military pressure
increases, Taiwan is pouring
billions of dollars into aerial
and sea drones, which
have been widely used in
Russia’s war in Ukraine and
in the Strait of Hormuz with
devastating effect.
Taiwan’s military has said
it wants to acquire more
than 1,400 coastal surveil-
lance and reconnaissance
drones, over 200,000 coast-
al attack drones and 1,320
one-way attack un-crewed
surface vessels (USVs).
Despite political divisions
over how much to spend
on Taiwan's security, the
parliament recently passed
a NT$240 billion (US$7.4 bil-
lion) drone defense bill, with
more spending expected
to be approved this month.
At a yacht resort in the
southern city of Tainan, sea
drone manufacturers from
Taiwan, the United States

S~ == -
A —— =
- o — p— —- 3

manufactured in Taiwan, performs a high-speed maneuver during the Taiwan Marine Tech and
Unmanned Robotics Expo in Tainan on November 2, 2026.

and Singapore infroduced
USVs and un-crewed un-
derwater vehicles (UUVs)
to Taiwanese government
and other officials on Mon-
day.

USVs several meters long
and capable of carrying
bombs churned up the
marina’s still waters as they
showed off their speed
and agility, while UUVs, de-

signed fo inspect the sea-
bed hovered below the
surface.

Taiwan has ‘“the largest
procurement for USVs in
the world right now... and
that's why all the compa-
nies come here”, Cathy
Fang, a policy analyst at
the government-backed
Research Institute for De-

mocracy, Society and
Emerging Technology, told
AFP on the sidelines of the

demonstration.
Taiwan aims to become
an “Asion hub" for the

production of drones free
of Chinese components,
capitalising on the island’s
dominance of Al technol-
ogy and semiconductor
manufacturing.

UK risks 'unprecedented rise' in cyber incidents:

security boss
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This photo shows a crime statement by an unauthorized access
hacker on the website, directed at GMO Internet Group, Inc.,
on October 27, 202é6. (Photo by Hiroto Sekiguchi / Yomiuri / The

Yomiuri Shimbun via AFP)

London, United Kingdom
Britain is at risk of "an un-
precedented rise in... cy-
ber incidents" over com-
ing months, while China
"highly likely has the intent"
to carry out Al operations
against critical infrastruc-
fure, its cyber security boss
warned Tuesday.

Richard Horne, chief ex-
ecutive of the National

Cyber Security Centre,
gave his warning follow-
ing the release of the lat-
est annual NCSC report on
threats, which stated that
"malicious" activity costs
UK organisations about
£14.7 bilion ($19.7 billion)
annually.

"Cyberattacks are wiping
out value equivalent to
the size of the UK's cyber

security sector annually," it
added.

The report stated that "by
2028, it is highly likely Chi-
na, Russia, and other na-
tion states will routinely use
Al cyber to achieve their
geopolitical goals with the
UK facing an increase in
scale and speed of sophis-
ficated cyberattacks".
Elaborating on the point, it
stated:

"China highly likely has
the intent and is best po-
sitioned to use Al for op-
erations against critical
national infrastructure and
other strategic targets."
Horne meanwhile stated in
his speech that Iran is "car-
rying out malicious cyber
operations globally" amid
the Middle East conflict.
The CEO called on UK or-
ganisations to make cyber
"security and resilience a
fundamental requirement,
not an afterthought".

Horne spoke one day after
a suspected cyberattack
hit grocery stores across at
least nine European coun-
fries.

He said failure to invest in
the right technology to
address such rising threats
will result in leaders having
fo explain themselves, in
particular "when food isn't
on the shelves, when lights
aren't on (and) businesses
have gone under".

"In the coming months, we
face a real prospect of an
unprecedented rise in the
number of cyberincidents.
"But we must be clear that
is not because Al has in-
vented new ways fo at-
fack us," Horne said.

“Itis because vulnerabilities
that have been folerated
for far foo long can now
be discovered and ex-
ploited at a scale that was
once unimaginable."d

While Taiwan already has
the know-how to make
high-tech sea drones due
fo ifs experience in ship-
building and remote-con-
frolled toys, the island is
keen to work with foreign
firms whose systems are
battle-tested and have
better software.

In a recent deal, Florido-
based Maritime Tactical
Systems announced Tai-
wan's coast guard will buy
25 of its USVs that will be
made in the United States
and Taiwan.

“"We're making an invest-
ment in Taiwan,” Seamus
Flatley, chief growth officer
for the company, told AFP
in Tainan.

“If you've got a lot of small
USVs out there doing a lot
of different missions, it re-
ally takes a load off of the
coast guard and the Navy
and what some of their
grey hull ships are doing.”

- ‘Game changer’ -
Virginia USV maker STR8
Industries CEO Phil Ho said
un-crewed sea drones
would enable Taiwan to
“project scalable force”.
Depending on the model,
a sea drone can cost any-
where from thousands to
millions of U.S.dollars, and
take weeks or months to
build -- still much cheaper
and faster than a warship
or submarine.That makes
them a relatively low-cost
“"game changer” in a con-
flict with China, said Bryce
Barros, a former U.S. Sen-
ate national security ad-
viser and currently at the
Global Taiwan Institute.
“Using USVs and UUVs are
really important because
they definitely complicate
Chinese military operations
and the calculus for it.”
They can also “address
Taiwan's manpower short-
age caused by its declin-
ing birth rate,” said Su Tzu-
yun, a military expert at the
Taipei-based Institute for
National Defense and Se-
curity Research.

Global interest in UUVs has
soared since the start of
the Middle East war when
Iran claimed control of
the Strait of Hormuz, said
Grace Chia, chief execu-
five of Singapore autono-
mous underwater vehicles
firm BeeX.1
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Serbia’s Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Monaco’s Valentin Vacherot during their
men'’s singles match on day two of the Paris ATP Masters 1000 tennis tournament at the Plenitude
Arena in Nanterre, on the outskirts of Paris, on November 3, 2026.

Djokovic battles through Paris Masters

opener

Paris, France

Novak Djokovic battled
from behind to beat Valen-
tin Vacherot 6-7 (5/7), 7-5,
6-1 in the first round of the
Paris Masters on Tuesday.
For the 24-time Grand Slam
winner, it marked a return
to winning ways at ATP
1000-level tournaments for
the first fime since his run to
the fourth round at Indian
Wells back in March.
Djokovic also enacted
his own bit of revenge on
Vacherot in just the second
meeting between the pair
the Monegasque downed
the 3%9-year-old on his way
to a sensational Shanghai
Masters title last season.

“I knew that coming info
the court it was going fo
be a very tight match as it
was,” Djokovic told report-
ers.

“"He's very confident and
he's one of the best servers
we have in the game,” he
added of Vacherot, who
liffed the second title of his
career last week in Basel.
Victory also kept alive
Djokovic's  chances  of
landing a spot in the sea-
son-ending ATP Finals later
in November.

Djokovic is currently 11th in
the race to the eight-man
tournament in Turin.
However, he insisted his
main focus was not the
ATP Finals but “to win every
match” on his return to the

Paris Masters.

In his last appearance at
the tournament in 2023, he
lifted the trophy for the sev-
enth time.

In an even opening frame,
Vacherot got his nose in
front af the end of an error-
strewn first-set tie-break as
he put together a run of
four points to take the lead.
After going down a break
early in the second set,
Djokovic called for a medi-
cal timeout during which
he received a massage on
his right shoulder.

The short stoppage seemed
to break Vacherot's con-
cenfrafion as he dropped
his serve straight away.

On Djokovic's second
break point, the 27-year-
old completely misjudged
a routine return from his
opponent and could only
watch in disbelief as the
ball bounced on the line
right in front of him.
Vacherot then received
freatment for a foot is-
sue and soon found him-
self level at one set each
as Djokovic displayed his
frademark Kkiller instinct to
seize his first break opportu-
nity in the 12th game of the
set and send the match to
a decider.

The 10th seed ground down
Vacherot in his first service
game fo get his nose in

front before then running
away with the match.

He will next meet Rinky Hi-
jikata in the second round.

- Rune out -

Holger Rune, who defeat-
ed Djokovic in the 2022 fi-
nal, exited at the first hurdle
in this edition as he contin-
ues his return from injury.
The Dane lost 7-5, 6-4 to
Tommy Paul.

Former world number five
Andrey Rublev lost in a
third-set tie-break to To-
mas Martin - Etcheverry,
while 15th seed Learner
Tien fought past lucky loser
Adolfo Daniel Vallejo in a
three-setter.

Matteo Berrettini edged
out 14th seed Brandon Na-
kashima 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 (10/8).
Rising French star Moise
Kouame was unable to
recreate his Roland Garros
heroics as the 17-year-old
went down 6-3, 6-1 to lucky
loser Nuno Borges.

But it was better news for
46th-ranked home player
Quentin Halys, who elimi-
nated Wimbledon semi-
finalist Arthur Fery in straight
sefts.

French world number 68 Ar-
thur Rinderknech -- Vach-
erot’s cousin -- progressed
through to the next stage,
after Argentine 16th seed
Francisco Cerundolo re-
tired early in the third set of
their encounter.]

Sam Darnold #14 of the Seattle Seahawks drops the ball
against Devin Bush #12 of the Chicago Bears during the first
quarter of the game at Lumen Field on November 02, 2024 in
Seattle, Washington.

Swift, Simmons star as
Bears maul Seahawks

Los Angeles, United States

D' Andre Swift rushed for three touchdowns as the Chi-
cago Bears overpowered the Seattle Seahawks 34-17 in
a statement road victory over the reigning Super Bowl
champions on Monday.

Chicago running back Swift scored all three of his fouch-
downs in the second half at Seattle’s Lumen Field, two
of them coming in the fourth quarter as the Seahawks
threatened a comeback.

A rampant Chicago defense led by newly signed de-
fensive tackle Jeffery Simmons also helped shut down
Seattle’s offense.

Simmons, traded to the Bears last week from the Ten-
nessee Titans, enjoyed a dream debut with six tackles
and a sack.

“I'm so excited to be a Chicago Bear man,” Simmons
told ESPN.

“This is just the beginning. We've got some stuff to clean
up but it's a good football feam and I'm happy to be
a part of it.”

Chicago quarterback Caleb Williams finished with 247
passing yards with 24-o0f-34 completions and one fouch-
down.

Swift had 69 yards from 27 carries for his three touch-
downs.

Seafttle fell to 4-4 to lose further ground in the NFC West
behind San Francisco (6-1).

The Bears set the tone for an impressive win in the first
quarter when Williams led a 17-play 80-yard drive that
ended with a touchdown pass to Luther Burden.

Seattle kicker Jason Myers got Seattle’s first points with
a 27-yard field goal but Chicago responded with back-
fo-back three-pointers from Cairo Santfos to leave the
Bears 13-3 up.

Seaftle quarterback Sam Darnold found Jaxon Smith-
Njigba with a 43-yard pass to leave Seattle only four
points adrift at the break.

But Swift capped another long Chicago drive fo score
his first fouchdown in the third quarter and give the
Bears a comfortable 20-9 lead.

Seattle responded with a Cooper Kupp touchdown ear-
ly in the fourth quarter but Chicago’s defense took over
and Swift bagged two touchdowns to seal victory.[
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Gilgeous-Alexander leads Thunder past Cavs, Grizzlies beaten

Experience Aruban culture with this exciting
theme night featuring a Carnival show,
mixology bar, local artists and more. You can
sample Aruban cuisine, including delicious
BBQ options with a tropical twist. A local brass
band will be performing, and you can pose
with elaborately dressed Carnival dancers for a
memorable photo op as well, so don’t miss it.

USD $59pp*
Kids 6-12 yrs. pay Y2 price

Book your table at
RenArubaEvents.com
and party like a local!

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander #2
of the Oklahoma City Thunder
goes to the basket around
James Harden #1 of the
Cleveland Cavaliers during
the third quarter at Rocket
Arena on November 02, 2026
in Cleveland, Ohio.

Renaissance Ocean Suites Beach

Thursday Nights, 6:30-10pm

-

'DUSHI ARUBA THIS WM(:.:Q ,

. PARTY LIKEA L8
-

RENAISSANCE’

WIND CREEK ARUBA RESORT

Los Angeles, United States

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander erupted for 43 points as the
Oklahoma City Thunder halted their two-game losing
streak with a battling 117-112 road victory over the Cleve-
land Cavaliers on Monday.

Oklahoma City had been rocked after suffering a slew of
injuries followed by back-to-back 20-point defeats head-
ing info Monday's showdown with last season’s Eastern
Conference finalists.

But a sublime performance from two-time reigning NBA
Most Valuable Player Gilgeous-Alexander carried the
Thunder to a morale-boosting win at Cleveland's Rocket
Arena.

Gilgeous-Alexander’s points haul came from 14-0f-35
shooting from the field with four three-pointers and eight
assists.

Oklahoma City, missing three starters in Chet Holmgren,
Jalen Williams and Cason Wallace, were also boosted by
20 points from Ajay Mitchell and 12 from Kenrich Williams.
Cleveland’s points were spread through the line-up with
seven players reaching double figures, including Dono-
van Mitchell and Meleek Thomas with 17 points apiece.
“You never know what the future has in store for you, and
all you can do is play the cards you're dealt, that's what
we try to do,” Gilgeous-Alexander said of the Thunder's
response to their injury crisis.

"Whatever the game needs we fry to play to the best of
our ability and come out with a W (win). And tonight we
did that.”

Oklahoma City's victory, which lifts the Thunder to 4-2,
launched a packed slate of Monday fixtures across the
NBA as the league prepares to take a rest day on Tues-
day due to the US mid-term elections.

The league’s last unbeaten record fell as the Memphis
Grizzlies were upset 135-134 at home by the New Orleans
Pelicans.

Ty Jerome sparked a thriling late fightback for Memphis
with 15 points in the fourth quarter to send the game to
overtime, but the Grizzlies rally fell just short.

The Philadelphia 7éers improved to 7-1 to stay on top of
the Eastern Conference with a 126-107 defeat of the Chi-
cago Bulls.

Tyrese Maxey scored 26 points and Jaylen Brown added
25 to guide the Sixers to a fourth consecutive win.

V.J. Edgecombe scored 21 points and LeBron James and
Joel Embiid added 15 points each.

James stole the show in an incident during the third quar-
ter, taking a sip of a courtside fan’s cup of wine after
landing in the seats.

"l wanted to see if it was worth it on my arm and how
good it was. It was all right,” James joked.

The Houston Rockets improved to 7-1 with a 109-93 wire-
fo-wire defeat of the Boston Celfics.

Alperen Sengun led the Houston scoring with 26 points,
with Jabari Smith Jr. and Amen Thompson each adding
14 points.

The San Antonio Spurs moved o 5-2 with a 119-97 victory
over the Utah Jazz.



