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Trapped: Soaring fuel costs hurt Mcune Iobster industry before midterms
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Portland, United States
(AFP)—Lobsterman Steve
Train starts every workday
before dawn about $1,000in
the hole, a hike in expenses
driven by soaring fuel costs
that are hammering Maine's
flagship maritime industry
ahead of US midterm elec-
fions.

Before hauling a single frap
from picturesque Casco
Bay, north of Portland, the
59-year-old lobsterboat cap-
tain counts the costs: Thirty
gallons of diesel at $6.49 per
gallon -- nearly 45 percent
up from one year ago -- and
three drums of increasingly
expensive bait at $260 a
pop.

"It's hard to make a business
plan with so many uncertain-
fies and so much change,”
Train, who works with his
brother, told AFP aboard
their 36-foot (11-meter)

Lobstermen unload fresh lobsters after a morning at sea in
Stonington, Maine, on October 15, 2026.

single-engine boat named
"Moira Bay."

They had just finished un-
loading 430 pounds (195 ki-
lograms) of American lobster
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at the Portland pier. "We had
a good day," Train said.

But a storm is brewing --
and the fuel costs affect-
ing Maine's lobster indus-
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try feature prominently in
November's midterm vote,
where the state's veteran
Republican Senator Susan
Collins is fighting a strong
challenge from Democrat
Troy Jackson.

Train said he will still back Col-
lins because of her longtime
support of Maine's maritime
workers, even if Republican
President Donald Trump's
tariff policies and high fuel
prices are "slapping us in the
face."

Trump is "such a wild card,"
Train complained.

Other rising costs faced by
the lobster industry include
berthing, insurance and
maintenance.

Add to those a declining
catfch, warming water which
is pushing what Train called
the lobster "sweet spot" out
deeper and a shifting tariff
policy, and Maine's singular
coastal heritage industry is
facing peril.

Another challenge also
looms: federal regulations
aimed at protecting en-
dangered North Atlantic
right whales, which migrate
along the East Coast and risk
entanglement in the vertical
lines from lobster traps to sur-
face buoys.

For thousands of Maine fami-
lies who rely on lobstering,
the stakes in sustaining mari-
fime commerce are high.
On a windy morning in
Maine's busiest lobster port
of Stonington, bearded
men in orange frouser bibs
sort lobsters intfo bins, work
on their steel wire fraps, or
prepare their boats.

The town lands 11 million
pounds of lobster per year.
"That's $50 million to the local
economy from 350 boats,"
according to Alexa Dayton,
executive director of the
Maine Center for Coastal
Fisheries.

"We could not replace that
kind of economic power,"
she told AFP on the Ston-
ington dock.
Belt-tightening afflicting mil-
lions of households is having
an impact, she noted.

"The industry has really been
squeezed by costs going up
quite a bit... but the price of
lobster is actually at its low-
est" in years, Dayton said.
With the significantly de-
creased profits, she added,
"there certainly are people
who are asking themselves,

is this worth it2"

- 'Devastating consequenc-
es' -

The Maine Department
of Marine Resources said
the stafe's lobster har-
vest reached 78.8 million
pounds in 2025, an eight-
million-pound drop from the
previous year but still three
quarters of Maine's fisheries
value.

In other words, said Dayton,
lobsters remain critical to
Maine's economic health.
Maine's  baby lobsters
peaked in 2008, when a
convergence of events
including slightly warming
temperatures -- but not
warm enough to cause ther-
mal stress -- spurred larval
growth, according to pro-
fessor Damian Brady, who
directs the Darling Marine
Center at the University of
Maine.

Eight years later, when those
lobsters grew to legal har-
vestable size, Maine landed
a record of more than 100
million pounds. The catfch
has declined ever since,
Brady said.

Climate change -- which
Trump dismisses as a "hoax"
-- is a factor, and its ripple
effects are substantial.
According fo the Gulf of
Maine Research Insfitute,
since 1982 average annual
gulf surface temperatures
have warmed at nearly
friple the rate of the world's
oceans.

Canada and US lobster
landings have been roughly
equal over the years. Today,
Canadda's lobsters are "do-
ing better," Brady told AFP,
because while temperature
increases in Maine waters
are stressing lobster popu-
lations, "that's not the case
up in Canada."

As the harvest shifts, Maine's
lobstermen are sailing out to
deeper waters -- on bigger
boats, using more diesel and
crew.

The whale showdown could
prove especially deleterious.
The US House of Representa-
tives passed a bill last month
freezing whale protection
rules until 2035. If it fails in the
Senate and requirements for
whale-safe lobster opera-
tions come into force, "that
would have devastating
consequences” for lobster-
men, Brady said.]
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Trump to move forward with planned
arch project despite legal action

"3'4- i |

Demonstrators protest against US President Donald Trump's

proposed ‘'triumphal arch' at Memorial Circle in Washington,

D.C., on October 01, 2026.

Washington, United States

(AFP)—Construction of a
massive arch in Washing-
tfon proposed by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump could
move ahead despite ongo-
ing legal action, with a re-
cent court filing saying work
could begin in two weeks.

The proposed giant struc-
ture along the Potomac
River near Arlington No-
fional Cemetery is part of
Trump's drive to put his per-
sonal stamp on the US capi-
fal.

Ina Wednesday court filing,
the Trump administration
said ‘"construction could
commence as early as No-
vember 5" the same day
the commission aligned
with Trump is set to vote
on approving the project's
proposed site and building
plans.

The planned  250-foot
(76-meter) triumphal white
arch -- dwarfing the Arc de
Triomphe in Paris, its inspira-
fion -- would also feature

gold statues of an angel
and eagles at the top.

The project's height would
interrupt the sight lines be-
tween the Lincoln Memo-
rial, one of Washington's
iconic landmarks, and Ar-
lington National Cemetery,
the final resting place for
hundreds of thousands of
American servicemembers.
In September, US District
Judge Tanya Chutkan or-
dered the Trump adminis-
fration "provide the court
with 48 hours' notice before
engaging in any activity"
on the site 'related to or
in preparation for the con-
struction of an arch.”

The lawsuit against the proj-
ect was filed in February by
Vietnam War veterans, who
argued that such a massive
undertaking requires ap-
proval by Congress.

Since returning to office
in 2025, Trump -- a former
real estate mogul -- has
launched a series of reno-
vation projects, several of
which have prompted le-
gal disputes. [

New York votes to ban Centiral Park
horse carriages after decades of debate

New York, United States
(AFP)—New York's city coun-
cilon Thursday voted to ban
horse-drawn carriages in
Cenftral Park, signaling the
end of a fourist ritual that's
been subject to years of
heated debate.

Mayor Zohran Mamdani,
who must sign the measure
into law, had previously
voiced support for such a
ban but has also expressed
concerns regarding pro-
tections for workers in the
industry.

If the mayor signs it, the ban
will go into effect in June of
2028.

The lead-up is meant to help
the approximately 150 ac-
tive carriage drives find new
employment, city council
speaker Julie Menin told
journalists ahead of the vote.
The Transport Workers Union
representing those laborers
have vowed court action.
Legislative battles over the
fate of the cultural tradition
that's nearly as old as Central

ry

this Friday (23).

Park itself have been ongo-
ing for nearly two decades.
Critics say the animals suffer,
pointing to deadly collapses
and dangerous escapes,
while advocates point to
the jobs they create and the
heritage they uphold.

The bill includes a provision
for exploring potential com-
pensation for license holders,
Menin said.

It mandates that owners of
the nearly 200 horses would

Horse-drawn carriages travel through Central Park, in New York,

g i

not be allowed to sell them
for slaughter or for the pur-
poses of other horse-carriage
businesses.

The rides -- enshrined in film
and television including
Robert Redford and Jane
Fonda's scene in "Barefoot
in the Park," or a dramatic
ride in "Sex and the City" --
currently run for $150 for 45
minutes up to several hun-
dred dollars for a marriage

proposal. [

Trump says Audi to invest
$4.2 bn in its first US auto
plant

Photo montage: Audi:Gernot Doellner (CEO Audi) plans to
build a plant in the USA.

Washington, United States

(AFP)—US President Donald Trump announced on Satur-
day that German automaker Audi planned to invest $4.2
billion to build its first factory in the United States, 10 days
before midterm elctions.

Audi confirmed the investment in a release, saying the
plant would create about 4,500 jobs.

"I'm thrilled to announce a massive auto manufacturing
investment in the great state of Georgia by a fantastic
company," Trump said at a campaign rally ahead of the
November 3 vote that will determine control of the US
Congress.

"Audi has just committed to invest $4.2 billion dollars in
nearby Macon, Georgia, fo begin the construction next
month on a massive plant that will produce 200,000 cars
a year," Trump continued.

Audi, which is a unit of Volkswagen, said in its release
that construction was scheduled to begin next year and
production in the early 2030s.

‘The planned investment intends to mark a long-term
commitment to the United States and fo establish North
America as a third major pillar of Audi's global produc-
fion network alongside Europe and China," it said.

VW, long a fitan of German industry, has struggled with
US tariffs, Chinese competition and patchy demand in
Europe. Increasing production in the United States repre-
sents an "opportunity", "provided that factories and em-
ployees in Germany also benefit from it", said Olaf Lies,
president of the German region of Lower Saxony, where
Volkswagen is headquartered.

In September, the 10-brand Volkswagen Group struck a
deal with unions tfo axe up fo 100,000 jobs by 2030, in-
creasing by 50,000 the number of expected cuts across
the group.

The cuts will be the largest restructuring ever carried out
in the global automotive industry.

Trump has claimed a "roaring comeback" in American
auto manufacturing in response to his aggressive trade
policy.

Since returning to the White House in January 2025,
Trump has wielded executive authority to slap tariffs on
various products -- including autos -- and counfries.

In response, carmakers including General Motors, Toyo-
ta, and Ford have announced plans fo expand US plants
or shift production from overseas.

Grievances over Trump's frade policies are among fault
lines that Democrats hope will work in their favor in the
midterm elections.

Trump is putting all his efforts into campaigning ahead of
the elections as he faces dismal polls and unexpectedly
tight races in Republican strongholds.]
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Philippines investigates Iaptop found at Thomas Markle's former home

Manila, Philippines
(AFP)—Philippine police
are investigating a laptop
found alongside images of
child abuse at the former
home of Meghan Markle's
estranged father, with "full
results" expectedin a week,
the country's interior minister
told AFP.

Thomas Markle, whose
daughter is married to Brit-
ain's Prince Harry, had been
living in Cebu in the Philip-
pines until reportedly return-
ing to the United States ear-
lier this year.

Philippine interior minister
Jonvic Remulla told AFP
the country planned to take
"appropriate legal actions"
against Markle -- who has
denied all claims of alleged
offending -- if sufficient evi-
dence was found.

"The Philippine National Po-
lice (PNP), upon the reports
of the son, inspected the for-
mer home of a certain Mr.
Thomas Markle," Remulla
said in a text message sent
late Saturday. "Found were
a trove of child pornogra-
phy materials as well as a

Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, takes part in the Scar Tree Walk in Melbourne on April 16, 2026.

laptop."

"The laptop is currently going
under forensic investigation
and we will have the full re-
sults in one week," Remulla
said.

"The PNP will coordinate with
their counterparts to locate
and take appropriate legal

actions against Mr. Markle if
found that there is sufficient
evidence to charge him."
British tabloid the Sun first re-
ported last week that Mar-
kle's son, Thomas Markle Jr.,
had discovered the child
abuse images while going
through boxes found in his
father's former home.

On Friday, Meghan Markle
said she was "deeply dis-
fressed" by accusations her
father had possessed images
of child abuse, adding she
had blocked contact be-
tween him and her children
over previous "troubling and
disturbing" allegations.

After the reports, Meghan

said that in 2018 she had
seen a letter sent to Lon-
don's Metropolitan Police
and Royalty and Specialist
Protection making similar ac-
cusations.

"It made froubling and dis-
furbing allegations against
my father, and | was given
assurances that these were
being investigated," she said
in a statement.

London's Metropolitan po-
lice said it had passed on
the information to the royal
couple but did not share it
with other law enforcement
agencies.

The Sunreported on Sunday
that Meghan had written a
final letter to her father last
year, telling him she knows
he is an abuser and that he
will never meet his grand-
children.

Meghan and Prince Harry
left Britain and quit royal
duties in 2020 amid a bitter
royal family feud.

They made an unexpected
return with their children to
live in the United Kingdom in
August.(d

Romantasy fans ready for sleepless night as ‘Court of Thorns and

Roses’ returns

A customer surveys books next to a large promotional display
of Sarah J. Maas's book "A Court of Thorns and Roses" at a
bookstore in Los Angeles, California, on October 23, 2026.

Los Angeles, United States
(AFP)—Throngs of fans
dressed as "faeries" are ex-
pected to descend on book-
shops around the world next
week, as anficipation builds
over the long-awaited next
installment in the blockbuster
"A Court of Thorns and Roses"
romantasy series.

After a five-year hiatus, "A
Court of Splintered Harmony"
will reunite author Sarah J.
Maas's passionate fan base
for the midnight release of

the sixth book in her genre-
defining series.

ACOTAR, asitis known to afi-
cionados, blends the swords-
and-sorcery of fantasy epics
like "Game of Thrones" with
the smolderingromance fa-
miliar to readers of Danielle
Steel.

Maas's series debuted in 2015
as a dark retelling of "Beauty
and the Beast."

It follows 19-year-old Feyre
Archeron and her sisters as
they are carried out of the

human realm and info Prythi-
an, aland ruled by dashing
faeries.

Over five books, it grows
into a sprawling story of warr,
power and morally ambigu-
ous immortals, in a formula
that leaves its audience of
mostly young women swoon-

ing.

- 'No amount of glue' -
Maas, 40, began writing
at just 16, publishing early
chapters of what became
her "Throne of Glass" series
online before Bloomsbury
bought the novel in 2010.
She now presides over three
interlocking sagas, which
fans call the "Maasiverse"
"Throne of Glass," "Crescent
City" and "ACOTAR," which
together account for the
sales of more than 75 mil-
lion books worldwide in 40
languages.

This year, Spotify named
the original "A Court of
Thorns and Roses" the most-
streamed audiobook of all
fime on its premium plans,
ahead of JRR Tolkien's "The

Fellowship of the Ring."

In March, Maas sent fans into
a frenzy when she told Alex
Cooper's "Call Her Daddy"
podcast that there was more
to come in the series -- a lot
more.

Her new story had grown so
large, she said, that the first
part alone ran to around
400 pages. A single volume
holding all of it would simply
fall apart.

"No amount of glue in any
publisher's factory could ever
hold this," she told Cooper.
Her solution was one story
in four parts, spread across
three physical books.

"A Court of Splintered Har-
mony" which goes on sale at
12:01 am around the world
on October 27 carries part
one, and "A Court of Forgot-
fen Melody" follows on Janu-
ary 12 and bundles parts two
and three.

A final volume, with part four,
has yet to be written.

- 'The cherry on top' -
The wait does not seem to
have cooled anyone's ar-

dor. More than 500 Barnes
& Noble stores across the
US -- roughly 70 percent of
the chain -- are hosting mid-
night launch parties. About
250 Target stores are holding
their own countdowns.
Independent booksellers are
making the most of the mo-
ment too.

In Beach Grove, Indiana,
Moonlit Vine Bookstore is
hosting an ACOTAR-themed
costume contfest while in
Asheville, North Caroling,
readers can get a flash tat-
too or have their hair styled
like a faerie while they wait
for midnight.

Similar countdowns are
planned from England to
Canada to Germany.

"It's been a great year for
genre fiction, especially in
the fantasy and romantic
space. This release is kind of
just the cherry on top," said
Morgan Lynch, owner of the
Jupiter's Eye Book Cafe, in
Washington state, who is
hosting a sold-out pajama
party for the release of the
book..
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'Call of Duty’

Seoul, South Korea
(AFP)—The latest instalment
of the "Call of Duty" video
game franchise, featuring
a full-scale North Korean in-
vasion of South Korea, has
topped sales charts in the
would-be targetf, even as
real-life border tensions are
ratcheting higher.

"Call of Duty: Modern War-
fare 4", the latest edition of
the globally popular fran-
chise is set against a back-
drop of tensions between
the United States and Russia.
Its Friday release comes on
the heels of an explosion in-
side the heavily fortified De-
militarised Zone (DMZ) that
injured three South Korean
soldiers, further straining ties
on the peninsula.

The game follows several
parallel storylines: a squad of
young American and South
Korean soldiers fighting for
survival, a former serviceman
driven by revenge, and a
power struggle surrounding
a new North Korean leader
-- a character players can
also take on.

The new edition has gener-
ated considerable interest
in South Korea, where able-
bodied men are required
to serve between 18 and
21 months in the military,

North Korea |nvc15|on edlhon ’rops sales charts in South

Paris Games Week PGW at the Porte de Versailles Exhibition Center in Paris, France, on October

22, 2026.

depending on the branch.
The title has topped both
the global and South Korean
sales charts on Steam, one
of the world's largest digital
distribution platforms for PC
games.

The campaign begins with a
surprise invasion of South Ko-
rea by North Korean forces,
who deploy paratroopers
and infiltrate through an un-
derground tunnel to catch
South Korean and US troops

off guard. In redlity, the US
stations about 28,000 troops
in South Korea to help deter
the nuclear-armed North.
Seoul and Pyongyang re-
main fechnically at war be-
cause the 1950-53 Korean
War ended in an armistice
rather than a peace treaty.
Reactions among South
Korean gamers have been
largely positive, with some
posting hashtags featuring
a Korean slogan meaning

"exterminate communism"
on social media and others
saying they were consider-
ing upgrading their comput-
ers or buying new consoles
to play the tifle.

"I cried so much playing the
game to a point | almost got
dehydrated. It reminds me
so much of my grandfather,
who fought in the Korean
War," a Threads user with the
handle b_yeol_t said.
Another user, posting under

the handle ireozima_zebal,
described the experience
as "horrifying" because of
its implications for a poten-
fial conflict on the Korean
peninsula.

"This is what would unfold
if the North launched an
invasion, with the border
province of Gangwon over-
whelmed within an hour and
our defence line pushed
back right on the edge of
Seoul," the user said.

But the game has also
drawn criticism for turning
the fraught history between
North and South Korea into
entertainment.

The fitle raises the "question
of whetheritis appropriate...
to present the tfragedy of the
Korean War and the current
antagonism between South
and North as something to
be consumed for entertain-
ment", Kim Sung-jae, chair-
man of the Kim Dae Jung
Peace Center, wrote in the
Hankyoreh newspaper last
month.

On Saturday, North Korean
state media said leader Kim
Jong Un had urged his mili-
tary to become the strongest
in the world at a two-day
meeting of company com-
manders in Pyongyang last
week.(]

Alexander Skarsgard and his viral ‘Wicker’ transformation

Alexander Skarsgard attends the Los Angeles Premiere of
Black Bear's "Wicker" at Directors Guild Of America on October
20, 20246 in Los Angeles, California.

Los Angeles, United States
(AFP)—Alexander Skarsgard
says he could hardly wait to
become the plaited fan-
tfasy husband conjured up
for a lonely woman in the
whimsical romantic drama
"Wicker."

But when the time came to
don the intricately detailed
costume, which sent the
internet info a frenzy, the
Swedish actor admits his

immediate reaction was
"panic and claustrophobia.”
The suit "was quite heavy
and warm and glued to my
face allittle. | couldn't really
take it off at all during the
day," Skarsgard fold AFP in
an inferview.

"Wicker," now playing in US
theaters, is based on "The
Wicker Husband," a short
story by British author Ursula
Wills-Jones.

In the movie, Skarsgard stars
opposite British actress Ol-
ivia Colman, who plays the
fisherwoman with the studly
new spouse in a medieval,
patriarchal vilage, where
residents are known by their
professions.

For the fisherwoman, it is a
hostile place where she is an
outcast for being indepen-
dent, with no man support-
ing her -- and for smelling
like fish.

So she defiantly asks the
basket weaver (Peter Din-
klage) to create a husband
for her. A month later, Skars-
gard's character appears --
a tall, sexy, carefully woven
dream of a spouse.

His housework -- and his
bedroom skills -- are quick-
ly the talk of the town. The
men are resentful because
they can never match up,
and the women are jealous.
"The movie can just be en-
joyed af surface level, and
it's this fun spectacle," said

Eleanor Wilson, who direct-
ed the film with her work
and life partner, Alex Hus-
ton Fischer.

"But underneath that, there's
a lot going on that does feel
very modern and relatable
to us," she said, adding that
she thinks it would not work
as a fable set in modern
fimes.

With its medieval setting
and quirky cast of char-
acters, "you can just see it
more clearly," Huston Fischer
said.

- 'Passion’ -

Wilson said the pair "fell in
love" with the story right
away.

"It just examined how envy
can corrupt love, and how
we all sort of look at our-
selves in relation to other
people," she told AFP.

"We wanted to see what the
wicker husband could look
like," he said.

That task fell to Weta Work-

shop, a New Zealand spe-
cial effects studio that
worked on the "Lord of the
Rings" films and Christopher
Nolan's "The Odyssey."

The details in the wicker
man's face parallel Skars-
gard's own features, but
the actor said the prosthetic
made it difficult for him fo
convey emotion.

"I had to exaggerate all my
expressions," he said.

With the mask glued fo his
face, "any subftleties would
be lost, so a slight frown
would read as nothing. We
had to play around," Skars-
gard said.

He said he felt like a "clown"
in rehearsals, but Colman
applauded his efforts.
"He's incredibly humble,"
said the Oscar winner. "All
credit to Alex because to
get that -- the love and the
nuance and the humor and
all of that -- through basical-
ly a basket isincredible, and
not many people could."
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China's first Al fllm hits cinemas, but ticket sales lag

Beijing, China
(AFP)—China's  first  fully
Al-generated feature fim
opensin cinemas on Friday in
what promises to be a tough
box-office test for the coun-
fry's booming fech industry
as advance ticket sales lag.
More than 10,000 screenings
of the sci-fi thriller "Sanxing-
dui: Future Past" are sched-
uled for Friday, according to
ticketing platform Maoyan.
Public reception, however,
has been less than enthusi-
astic.

Film revenue was approach-
ing 290,000 yuan ($43,425) by
Friday evening, and fotal
box-office takings were fore-
cast to reach about 390,000
yuan, much less than the re-
ported production cost, ac-
cording fo Maoyan.

Ticket prices range from 20
to 90 yuan, bringing the num-
ber sold to a few thousand
at most.

Jiang Defu, CEO of the pro-
duction company Bona Film
Group, acknowledged the
lukewarm receptionin are-
cent interview but said the
film was pushing boundaries.
"We are the first to try it, the
first fo get a theatrical re-
lease permit and the first to
be tested by the audience,"
he told Chinese film industry
ouftlet Yuli.

"l think that is not easy atf all.”
Nearly 100 people took more

People walk next to a poster of the Al-generated movie "Sanxingdui: Future Memories” in a
cinema in the Jing'an Temple district in Shanghai on October 22, 2026.

than two years to make the
film, which cost more than
10 million yuan ($1.5 million),
Bona said, although all the
actors, their voices and the
backdrops are Al-generat-
ed.

The film fouches on the
theme of humanity in a fu-
ture shaped by Al.

But that was not enough
to convince Iris Yang, who
aftended a free preview
screening of the fiim on
Thursday for acquaintances
of the production team and
industry workers.

Yang said she would not
have paid for a ficket, given
the movie's quality.

"If Al generation can match
the theatrical experience of
‘Avatar', | think | would be
willing to pay forit," she said,
referring to the US franchise
known for the quality of ifs
animation.

On Friday evening, moviego-
er Lilian Gong, 35, sat through
one of the first screenings in
central Beijing. Curiosity drew
her to see how well Al gen-
eration would work on the
big screen, she said.

Al generation can only play a
supporting role in flmmaking
at the moment, she said: "In
terms of quality, compared
with human production, it still
falls short."

"In the future, just like films,
maybe decades later, it
would get to a level when
people are all willing to pay
to watch," she told AFP.
"But for the moment, | think
there would be very few who
would."

Only four audience members
were present at the screen-
ing attended on Friday by

AFP.

Al-generated video has
gained popularity in the
world's second-largest
economy. On Douyin, the
Chinese equivalent of TikTok,
Al-generated short dramas
garnered more than 200
billion views in September
alone.

But "the audience won't
automatically pay for the
fickets just because it's an
Al-generated film", indepen-
dent Al director Zhang Jun
told AFP.

Online, Chinese social media
users also seemed uncon-
vinced by the launch of Al
movies in cinemas.

"If it's free to watch on
streaming platforms, it could
become legendary. But pay-
ing to watch? People are not
going to accept it at this
stage," one user on Weibo
commented.

In Hollywood, the rise of Al
has sparked concern among
filmm workers about the pros-
pect of job losses.

An Al-generated sci-fi fea-
ture called "Gods Don't Give
Gifts" is scheduled for US re-
lease on December 4.

And a virtual Hollywood
actor called Tilly Norwood,
whose interviews have
gone viral while fuelling job
fears, is also set fo starin an
upcoming movie called
"Misaligned".d

Suspec’r detained after flre wrecks Hitler’'s mountain retreat

This Handout aerial pho'ro mode ovallcble by the Bavarian
Police on October 24, 2026 shows the burnt mountain
guesthouse Kehisteinhaus, known as the Eagle's Nest, formerly
Adolf Hitler's mountain retreat, after a large fire had broken out
at the site located at an altitude of 1,834 metres (6,000 feet) in
the mountains over Berchtesgaden, in the southern German

state of Bavaria. Credit: AFP

Berlin, Germany

(AFP)—Firefighters battled on
Saturday to put out flames
that tore through Adolf Hit-
ler's "Eagle's Nest" mountain

PHOTO / BAVARIAN POLICE

refreat, as police detained
a suspect who investigators
said may have psychiatric
problems.

The alarm was raised late on

Friday at the former guest
house for top Nazi officials,
a picturesque spot 1,834
meftres (6,000 feet) up in the
Bavarian Alps.

As snow fell on the Alpine
peak, the Eagle's Nest was
still engulfed in flames at
dawn Saturday.

By the afternoon, fire chief
Michael Brandl told journal-
ists the last elements of the
inferno were being put out.
No-one has entered the
building because of fears it
could collapse, he added.
"We are very lucky that there
are no injuries," Brandl said.
Some 200 firefighters were
mobilised for the operation
at the Kehlsteinhaus resi-
dence on a summit above
Obersalzberg in southern
Germany. The site draws
350,000 visitors a year, ac-
cording to Bavarian state
authorities.

Authoritfies said access had

been difficult after the fire
alarm went off at 9:50 pm
(1950 GMT).

Police spokeswoman Lisa
Maier said the firefighters
had needed breathing ap-
paratus to get near.

- Suspect detained -

Firefighters saw flames rising
high into the air as they ap-
proached the scene, only to
find the building "completely
ablaze", police said.

Bavarian state interior minis-
ter Joachim Herrmann said
the fire appeared to be "a
malicious act" and police
said that a suspect was de-
tained at the scene.

Firefighters and police head-
ing to the Eagle's Nest saw
"arider on ared motorcycle
with no licence plate" and
stopped him, Robert Holz-
inger, a Bavarian police of-
ficial, told journalists.

The suspectis a 33-year-old

German with fies to the area
but who does not live there,
Rainer Vietze, of the public
prosecutor's office, fold the
local PNP newspaper.

"It looks likely to be a case of
arson," Vietze added -- but
given the historical context
of the building said authori-
ties were for the moment not
ruling out a political mofive.
The suspect underwent a
psychiatric examination
before being interned in a
psychiatric  establishment
on a provisional basis, said
Vietfze.

Police blocked access fo the
retreat on Saturday.

Built between 1937 and 1938,
the Eagle's Nest forms part
of the toxic legacy of Hit-
ler's Third Reich, which was
responsible for the deaths
of millions of Jews, as well
as Roma, LGBTQ people
and communists during the
Holocaust.(]
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites!

(Oranjestad)—Among the
endless sea of dark brown
sand and cacti, there are
two caves hidden in the
outskirts of San Nicolas, in
the north-eastern area of

the island. These caves,
The Quadiriki cave and The
Fontein Cave are open to
visitors of the Arikok Na-
tional Park, so if you ever
decide to take an “off-
road” tour in the park, be
sure to visit these prehis-
toric caves.

Quadirikiri Cave

Known for its two cham-
bers accompanied by a
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave
is the most popular cave
among locals and tourists,
as it is easy to walk through
and provides great lighting
for pictures.

Woman in Quadirikiri Cave,
Arikok National Park, Aruba
As with all prehistoric or an-
cient sites, there is always
a folk legend that adds fo
the lore and mystery of the
site. The Quadirikii cave
is no different. The most
well-known legend behind
the cave could be consid-
ered as Aruba’s first love
story, as it tells the tale of
the undying love between
the chief's daughter and
her beloved. As legend

would have it, the chief
disapproved of his daugh-

ter's choice of lover, as
he thought him unworthy.
Stubborn and filled with an-
ger, the daughter refused
fo turn away her beloved.

So, the chief decided to
lock her up in the Quadirikiri
Cave, in hopes that she
would soon calm down
and turn away her lover.
Her beloved, in turn, was
locked away in the Tunnel
of Love (Now known as the
Huliba Cave).

Through the pathways un-
derneath the Tunnel of
Love running up to the
Quadiriki cave, the two
love bird found each oth-
er, and refused to let each
other go. Because of their
stubbornness, they both
died in the Quadiriki Cave,
their ascending spirits burn-
ing two holes in the ceil-
ing of the cave. This is why
the cave has two holes
through  which  sunlight
passes through to illumi-
nate the chamber.

Though there have been
discoveries of Amerindian
drawing on the wall, these
have mostly been ruined
by vandalism. However,
the Fontein Cave further
up north, provides a better
glimpse in prehistoric Amer-
indian paintings.

Fontein Cave

Longer than the Quadirikiri
Cave, the Fontein Cave
contains pathways that
stretch to the limestone
walls further down. Here
is also where prehistoric
drawings can be seen.
Though this cave does not
have its own legend, this
was speculated to have
been occupied—or af
least used by prehistoric Ar-
awak settlers on the island
for rituals and other spirituall
ceremonies.

The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of
Love

The Huliba Cave, formerly
known as the Tunnel of
Love, was once open to
the public, and was the
biggest and most acces-
sible of all three caves. This
cave had five chambers,
including one that is heart-
shaped. This cave had nar-
row stairs that led to long
pathways deep into the
cave, with a staircase lead-
ing to the exit on the other
side. In one of the cham-
bers, there used to be the
carving of the Virgin Mary,
put there for the profection
of the cave.

However, the Huliba Cave
has been permanently
closed for a few years now,
as a way to preserve the
bat population that lives
in the cave. These Long

Tongue Fruit Bafs and In-
sect Eater Bats are very im-
portant to the ecosystem of
the island. Though this cave
is no longer accessible to
the public, it surely is inter-
esting to learn more about
the history of these caves
and the Arawak tribes that
resided or ufilized them.

Do note that these caves
are very dark, humid, hot,
and are inhabited by bats.
Do wear comfortable
clothing and shoes, as the
pathways in these caves
may be rough and bumpy.
Take care to not disturb the
bats’ habitat.
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Tee Times starting after 1PM

Gather your friends and enjoy
an unforgettable afternoon on
the greens for just

Your golf experience includes:

* 18 Holes of Golf
» Golf Club Rental

* One Sleeve of Pinnacle Golf Balls
¢ One Complimentary Drink at the
19th Hole Bar after your round
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PSA from the Aruba Conservation Foundation: How to behave
when you see a “lora”

(Oranjestad)— The conser-
vation of the Yellow-Shoul-
dered Amazon, also known
as the ‘Lora,’ relies on how
we act as humans. We've
seen many hikers who've
encountered the ‘Lora’ in
our protected nature ar-
eas and we can certainly
imagine the pride and joy
it brings to any Aruban.
However, not everyone
may know how to behave
when encountering these
clever and social birds. This
guide is here to explain the
behaviors that will most ef-
fectively help us in our ef-
forts to conserve the ‘Lora.’
Please, don't just read but
also follow these guidelines
so we can ensure the sur-
vival of these birds for fu-
ture generations.

No interfering, please

Please refrain from inter-
fering with the “Lora”. The
Lora is a highly intelligent
and social animal, per-
haps slightly too friendly

because they have gofi-
fen used to the rangers as
they prepared for their re-
introduction. However, it is
our collective responsibility
to help them adapt to the
wild once again. Please
play your part by not inter-

fering (calling, provoking
etc.) with the Lora. Simply
enjoy their beauty from a
safe distance.

Be respectful and keep
cats and dogs away
Pets and strays such as

cats and dogs are prone
to attacking other animals,
especially birds, as part
of their natural instincts.
Please make sure your pets
are kept inside of your yard
or are kept on aleash when
going out for a walk.

Do not feed them food or
water

You may think that giving
the any food or water is
doing a good deed, but it
actually does not conftrib-
ute fo them developing
survival skills in the wild. By
interfering with the survival
instincts of wild animals, we
are doing the opposite of
helping. Therefore, please
do not attempt to give the
Loras food or water.

Capturing a Lora is against
the law!

The biggest threat to the
Lora before their extinc-
fion in 1947 was caused by
human activities including
poaching and kiling of the
Lora. Let’s work collectively
to prevent this from hap-
pening again. So when you
see the Lora, enjoy their
beauty from a distance
and admire them as they
flourish in the wild.Q

Aruba'’s kite flying tradition

(Oranjestad)—Every year
for King's Day, Arubans
gather with friends and
family to fly kites. Big or
small, paper or plastic,
blue skies fill up with these
colorful flying contraptions,
brightening our yearly cel-
ebration of the Dutch Mon-
arch.

The tradition of flying kites
starts at home in the weeks

leading up to King's Day.
These kites were tradition-
ally made with things found
in the nearby mondi* andin
the kitchen at home. Using
dried up cactus sticks for
the frame, old news papers,
and glue made from flour,
water and salt to dry faster
(some people even use
cornstarch slurry as glue),
kids usually make their own
kites with their friends, par-

ents or other close family
members. Tails are made
from old bed sheets, ripped
and tied together to create
a long string of falbric frail-
ing behind the back end
of the kite. To finish off the
process, people used fish
lines or thin rope to tie three
corners of the kite together.
Another long string of rope
is fied in the knotted center
and bundled up, used to

steer the kite as it flies in the
air. Decorating the kite was
especially important, and
children would use paint to
create their own designs—
the more colorful, the bet-
fer!

People usually fly their kites
in big open fields, like emp-
ty soccer and baseball
fields found all around the
island around noon, when
the sun is at its brightest.
In the past few years, kite
flying has become a sport
in which groups of people
would battle against each
other to see whose kite is
the biggest, the preftiest,
and whose could fly flaw-
lessly and longer in the air.
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*Mondi: Aruban woods.[]
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Beaches for the whole family to enjoy!

(Oranjestad)—One of the
biggest concerns that par-
ents have when iraveling
with their children is a guar-
antee of their safety and
healthy enjoyment. There-
fore, we thought it would
be a great help to traveling
parents to list off some the
most family-friendly beach-
es around the island.

Baby Beach in San Nicolas
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s
most popular and visited
beaches, and for good
reason: This sandy and quiet
lagoon is a great place for
parents to sit back and re-
lox while their children play
in the shallow shores of the
beach. Beside the relaxing
atmosphere, there are also
several services that may
accommodate your stay,
like a parking lof, sun tent
rentals, chairs, bathrooms
and asnack barright at the
far left of the beach.

Mangel Halto in Pos Chiquito
Mangel Halto is situated
in the back streets of Pos
Chiguito. Though there are
several stairs on the sides
of the beach cliff leading
you down, the best spoft for
families fo hang out is across

T Q- =

grove trees near the en-
trance sign. Here, there are
small and big palapas, per-
fect for big and small families
fo set up their belongings.
In this areq, the shore is also
shallow, falling right around
your knee before slowly get-
ting deeper: perfect for kids
to safely play.

the bridge, passed the man-

Eagle Beach/Palm Beach

Yet another highly popular
beach sites, Eagle Beach
and Palm Beach is where
most of our visifors go fo
tan, swim or play in the white
sand. Because they are near
the low-rise and high-rise ho-
tel areas, these beaches are
the most accessible for visi-
tors on foot. These beaches
also offer many palapas free

to use, but you can also rent
chairs and tents. Much like
Baby Beach, these sites are
one of the best beaches for
your children to play and
build sand castles.

Boca Catalina in Malmok

Boca Catalinais a small bay
beach near the Malmok
beach area further down
the hotel areas. Though it

may not be a very sandy
beach, it is relatively quiet
and franquil. This is a great
place for family fo lay down
a big blanket and have a
little picnic. This is also one
of the best places to snorkel,
as this areais filled with little
fish and corals, even close
to the shore.[

Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — Are you
back or still enjoying your
vacation?... We would like
to give you a shout-out by
inviting you to send us your
favorite vacation picture
while enjoying our Happy
Island!

Complete the sentence:
Aruba to me is ....... Send
your picture with that text
(including your name and
where you are from) fto:
news@arubatoday.com
and we will publish your
vacation memory. Isn't
that a special way to keep
your best moments alive?

Please do note: By submit-
ting photos, text or any oth-
er materials, you give per-
mission to The Aruba Today
Newspaper, Caribbean
Speed Printers and any of
its affiliated companies to
use said materials, as well
as names, likeness, etc. for
promotional purposes with-
out compensation.

Last but not least: check
out our website, Instagram
and  Facebook  page!
Thank you for supporting
our free newspaper, we
strive to make you a happy
reader every day again.]
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Aruba: the legend behind its name

(Oranjestad)—Most  folk-
loric tales and legends in
Aruba revolve around our
indigenous ancestors, who
came from mainland Ven-
ezuela, and discovered the
island and made it into their
new home. This particular
legend tells the story of the
birth of the Aruba name.

The legend follows the life
of Arua, an indigenous Ca-
cigue originally from Aroain
the Falcon state in Venezu-
ela in the year 50 AD. Arua
had a son around the year
70 AD with his wife Shira,
who they named Corobo-
ri. When Corobori was old
enough, he joined his father
on the usual boat frip to the
islands of Curacao and Bo-
naire to gather salt.

On their way back to Main-
land Venezuela, they were
caught up in a heavy rain
storm—a side effect from a
passing, but far away, hur-
ricane. Of course, because
of the lack of motors and
sail, their boat was left in the
mercy of the heavy winds.
After a while, the storm
started to pass, and the
clouds began to clear up.
Finally able to see around
them, the Cacigue spot-
ted land approximately an
hour away. So, they started
fo row in that direction unfil
they reached the coast.

Once they arrived on what
they thought was Venezu-
ela, they decided to stay

the night and fix their kayak.
The next morning, the Caci-
que ordered his son and a
few warriors to go find any
sign of population in the
area: “Corobori,” Arua said.
“Don’'t come back without
news. It's in your hands how
long we stay here fill we find
our family. So, if you need
to take a week to gather
information, we will wait for
you."

“Don’t worry,” Corobori re-
plied. “*As soon as we have
any information, we will
let you know.” Armed with
arrows and spears, back-
packs filled with food and
water containers, they set
off. They climbed several
small hills, but no sign of a
vilage. They crossed differ-
ent dry riverbeds, but no
sign of anything. When the
sun finally descended, they
found themselves near a
fairly tall hill and decided to
climb it for a better view of
a village. This hill was called
Pan Dushi or Orcuyo, which
foday we call Hooiberg.

The next morning, they
could clearly see that they
have landed on an island,
but an unfamiliar one at
that. When Corobori went
back to where his father
was waiting, he told him
the news: “Father Arua, you
have just discovered an is-
land, but it is not Curacao or
Bonaire. Farin the south, we
saw the big mountains of
our homeland Venezuelq,

which we could have never
seen on the otherisland. This
leads us to believe we are
on a new island. But that’s
not all. When the sun came
up, we saw in the distance
a glowing plain, which we
think may be salt.”

The Cacique was pleased
to hear of his son’s find-
ings. He decided to stay a
couple days on the newly-
discovered island in search
for salt. The next morning
they ascended Hooiberg
again and stayed to see
if they could find nearby
smoke, indicating an inhab-
itant village. But they found
nothing. So they went back
to their initial arrival settle-
ment, now known as Santo
Largo in Savaneta. The next
morning they hiked along
the Spaans Lagoen near
the Mangel Halto Beach
and reached the area of
Bushiri. There, they boarded
they kayaks and heading
tfo what we know now as
Malmok, where they found
rocks of salt. After a couple
days of exploring the island
and gathering some salt
rocks, they left for Venezu-
ela, where they were reunit-
ed with their families.

Throughout the year, they
fravelled back and forth to
Aruba, collecting salf. After
a while they settled on the
island, generations of fami-
lies living along the coast.
Corobori was the first indig-
enous inhabitant in our his-
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tory to explore the entirety
of the island.
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Arua, after decades as the
leader of his tribe, spent his
last days on the island. Hav-
ing reached 80 years old,
he called for his family on his
death bed. In hishammock,
he said: “My children, many
years have passed, and I've
asked my warrior fo bring
me back to the island so |
can laid to rest. The God of
living has given me the gift
of life to see my son, grand-
children and great grand-
children. But now he is call-
ing me home. Corobori, my
torch is now passed to you.
Guide our people, and be
the leader you were always
meant to become. If one
day you leave my island,
do not forget that it is also
yours. This is my last wish:
When | die, bury me in our
maize plantation.”

And so when the Cacique
passed away, his wishes
were granted and he was

)

laid o rest in the area we
now know as the Parade-
ra Cemetery. Where he
used to live, they built the
Paradera Church.

And that is the tale of what
inspired the Aruba name. In
the generations that lived or
travelled back and forth to
the island, there were many
familiarnames*, like Guadiri-
ki, a warrior who was there
when the island got discov-
ered and his son, whom
he called Huliba; Corobori
and his children, Corodori,
Camacuri and Turibana,
Masiduri; and Malmok, the
13-year-old boy who alert-
ed the Cacique when the
Caribes attacked.

Familiar names: all these
names are familiar to Aru-
bans, as these are the
names of places and plants
on the island.(d

Source: Un storia di e Indjan
Arvua (A story of the Indian
Arua) by Adolf (Dufi) Kock.

Dining in? Try making some local favorites!
How to make “pan bati”

Tl

Ingredients:

(Oranjestad)—If you're ever up
for an Aruban snack, try making
another Aruban classic appetizer
called Pan Bati. Similar to a pan-
cake both in appearance and
cooking, this is a super easy meal
that adults and children will both
enjoy. Here's how to make it!

bowl first, and stir until well mixed.
Then add the milk and beat until
reached a pancake-like consisten-
cy. If more moister is needed, add
some water until reached desired
consistency.

In a hot pan with oil, pourin enough
batter to cover the bottom of the

pan. Just like pancakes, flip the
pan bati when one side turns gold-

2 cups of all purpose flour

1 cup grams of fine cornmeal
2 tbsp baking powder

1 1/3 cup of milk

1 pinch of salt

2 tbsp of granulated sugar
Oil for cooking

en brown. When your pan bati is
ready, place on a plate and cover
with a clean kitchen towel.

Traditionally, pan bati is cut in fri-
angle pieces, and is often eaten
as a side dish with soup, fried fish
or stews. However, it is also casu-
ally enjoyed with some butter and
cheese on top!d

Instructions:
Add all the dry ingredients in a
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SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11 miles
southeast from Oranjestad you
will enter the city San Nicolas, also
known as Sunrise City or Chocolate
City. A city that is rich in authentic
culture and island charm. San
Nicolas is Aruba’s second largest
city and was once a bustling
company town dominated by the
oil industry since the early 1930’s.

Over the course of four decades,
its demographics had changed
immensely due to a stream
of Afro-Caribbean and South
American workers who came to fill
the jobs in the oil refinery between
the 1920's until the 1960’s. To this
day traces of the mulficultural
influences in culinary offerings and

customs, housing and population
are clearly visible in San Nicolas —
more than anywhere else on the
island.

Flow of history
If you are looking for history San
Nicolas has it.

The Museum of Industry is situated
in the Water Tower in San Nicolas
and narrates Aruba’s industrial
history which began in the 19th
century. Here you will learn about
gold, aloe, phosphate, oil and the
tourism industries which made San
Nicolas once a bustling business
center. Experience the touching
stories of those who were part of
this history.

The Community Museum holds
a remarkable collection that
spans millennia. Ancient fossils
stand next to tableaus of an
authentically recreated colonial
kitchen and bedroom and 19th-
century barbershop, just to name
a few of the items of old-time
Aruba that has been preserved.
A collection of artifacts and
other objects of artistic, cultural,
historical, or scienfific importance
can be found here for the purpose
of education or enjoyment.

The new San Nicolas
In the shadow of the refinery, an

Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas

T

art capital is quietly beginning fo
grow. This is the new San Nicolas, a
place that is starting to become a
magnet for all that is young, cool
and hip in Aruba. Indeed, San
Nicolas has all of the ingredients of
an emerging cultural hub — varied
history, interesting architecture,

and, perhaps most |mpor’ron’rly
an urban layout that makes it
walkable. As you walk around,
the streets are silent but the walls
are loud, filled with bright, colorful
murals painted by a collection of
artists from around the world. ]

Origin of Papiamento- Aruba’s native language

ORANJESTAD — Papia-
mento, Creole language of
ABC (Aruba, Bonaire and
Curacao) is from the Cape
Verdean Creole family
(Cape Verdean language)
and was taken to the Carib-
bean in the 9th century by
the Cape Verdeans of that
time (linings and slaves),
experts in cane culture and
sugar production, and who
were hired by Jewish en-
trepreneurs who went to
invest in this business in the
Caribbean. Cape Verdeans
taught this pre-industrial rev-
olution technology (planting
cane and producing sugar,
which they had learned
from Madeirans) to slaves
from other African regions,
and did so in their language,
Cape Verde Creole (Cape
Verdean language), hence
the language implanted in
Aruba, Bonaire and Cura-
cao.

Unlike many interesting
stories, wanting to link Pa-

piamento directly to Portu-
guese, Galician or Castilian
(see Papiamento, on Wiki-
pedia — Portuguese version
and Spanish version, where
the Portfuguese and Spanish,
each claim the direct origin
of Papiamento), in fact, this
is not frue. Papiamento is not
direct from Portuguese, Gali-
cian or Castilian, it is from the
Cape Verde Creole family
(Cape Verdean language).
You can see this best when
it's saying obscene words
and offending someone,
precisely as they say today in
both ABC and Cape Verde
islands. The obscene words
kept the original, had no
lexical influence either from
Castilian or Dutch. Also the
Papi Cristang of Malacca,
the Patud of Macau, and
several creoles from the
east (from Daman, Sri Lan-
ka, Myanmar, Philippines,
Indonesia) and Africa (Casa-
manca, Guinea Bissau, Sierra
Leone and Nigeria, these last
two releases to the English),

all originated in the Creole of
Cabo Verde (Cape Verdean
language), which was the
French language spoken in
Portuguese feitories on the
coast of Africa (from Senegall
to Sierra Leone), and which
was taken east by the thou-
sands of cable — Verdeans
(linings and slaves, already
Christianized and speaking
Creole) who served as sailors
and “slaves of arms" in Portu-
guese caravels, demanding
the east. | don't know why
the official history of Portu-
gal usually omits this fact,
which is in the chronicles of
the quinrentist chroniclers,
but which we never saw in
the history of Portugal that
we study from primary edu-
cation to higher education.
However, it has always been
tfried to deceive us, in colo-
nial fime, that we were de-
scendants of Viriato (lberian
hero in the fight against the
Romans) and the pastors of
the Hermini Mountains, but
not much speaking of our
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black-African ancestry.

We Cape Verdeans under-
stand each other very well
with these Antillans and East-
erns, whose language is from
the same Creole family of
Cape Verde (Cape Verdean
language), speaking their
Creole and we ours. There-
fore, Papiamento, Papi Cris-
tang, Patud Macaense and
the creoles, said of Portu-
guese origin, Daman, India,
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SriLanka, Myanmar, some lo-
cations in the Philippines and
some places in Indonesia,
are creoles of the language
family Cape Verde Creole
(Cape Verdean language)
and indirectly the Galaico-
Duriense or Galaico-Portu-
guese, alanguage that the
people spoke in Portugal in
the 6th and 7th century.[]

Source: Dushi Aruba
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'Tech debt coming due': Al-found flaw signals chaos

ahead
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An illustration picture taken on October 23, 2026 shows the PHP
(Hypertext Preprocessor) logo on a smartphone screen and a
computer code on a laptop screen in Frankfurt am Main, west-

ern Germany.

Washington, United States
Companies and govern-
ment agencies rushed this
week to patch two critical
flaws in PHP, the program-
ming language that runs a
large share of the world's
websites.

The vulnerability fo poten-
fial hackers was found by
using a powerful model
from OpenAl in one of the
most high-profile demon-
stration of Al's cyber capa-
bilities.

AFP spoke with Michael
Daniel, president of the Cy-
ber Threat Alliance and a
former White House cyber-
security coordinator under
former US president Barack
Obama, about what the
episode means as Al tools
find software flaws faster
than ever.

The interview has been ed-
ited for length and clarity.

Q: What does the PHP epi-
sode tell us?

A: This is the beginning of
a pretty chaotic period,
given the abilities of the
advanced models. l've
been saying for years that
the logical conclusion of
these Al models being able
to find vulnerabilities at
speed and at scale is that
there's going to be a flood
of these vulnerabilities.

Rob Joyce [former cyber-
security director at the US
National Security Agency]
has referred to it as the
great cleansing forest fire
of old software. I've talked

about our tech debt com-
ing due.

The incentives have been
for people to keep soft-
ware as long as possible,
and we don't really factor
these risks info the cost of
having the software. You're
not incurring a direct cost
on your books for this old
software, but in reality you
are, only it's an implicit cost
until something like this
happens.

Q: What should organiza-
tions be doing?

A: Preparing to get your
software updated, be pre-
pared to keep it updated,
and be prepared to imple-
ment patches when they
come out.

There's going to be a flood
of vulnerabilities, a flood of
patches and a flood of miti-
gations, and not all of them
will be created equal.

For a lot of smaller orgo-
nizations that don't have
a lot of internal capacity,
what you've gotf to do is
shift your organization to
be able to accept the ven-
dor updates as fast as you
can.

Q: Is every flaw danger-
ous?

A: Historically, the exploita-
fion rate for vulnerabilities
has been five or six per-
cent, and there's no indi-
cation that number is go-
ing up. But now when bad
guys exploit a vulnerability,
they're able to do so much
more quickly.

It used to take a month or
two for a proof of concept
fo come out, and then an-
other month or two for it to
show up in exploit kits (used
by bad actors). That's now
measured in hours or days.

Q: What does that mean for
large companies?

A: Most businesses essen-
fially ran a zero-risk toler-
ance for breaking things,
so they would test the hell
out of a patch before they
put it info production. Now
they don't have that time.
If the risk of breaking some-
thing by putting this patch
into place is one percent,
but the risk of being at-
tacked could cost me 50
million dollars...now I've got

an interesting tfrade-off.

Q: Are advanced Al tools
reliable at finding real
flaws?

A: There's a lot of noise. The
PHP one is a prime example
of a real one, but there's
an awful lot out there that
are either not real or are
on software that's never
exposed to the internet.
We've got to improve our
friage system.

Q: Where does this lead us
in two or three years?

A: We're going to furn
these Al tools on software
that hasn't been deployed
yet, so one would hope we
start to deploy software
that has fewer vulnerabili-
ties to begin with. You burn
out all the old stuff, and it
makes way for new growth
that's more secure from the
beginning.

It's not like this solves our
cybersecurity problem, but
it does change the nature
of it going forward.(d
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Russian weightlifter Oleg Musokhranov, 28, warms up before
competing in his under 61kg category at the Russia Cup in Tula
on January 28, 2024.

Russia to host 2030 world
weightliffing champs in
Olympic federation first

Paris, France

Moscow was announced Sunday as host of the 2030
world weightliffing championships, the sport's govern-
ing body becoming the first Olympic federation to hand
Russia global staging rights since 2022.

No world championships in an Olympic sport, summer
or winter, have been held in Russia since the start of the
war against Ukraine.

The 2025 world swimming champs, infially attributed to
the Russian city of Kazan, were moved to Singapore.
"Concerning the IWF (Senior) World Championships in
2029, it will be staged in Ahmedabad (India), and Mos-
cow (Russia) will host the 2030 edition," the International
Weightliffing Federation (IWF) said in a statement.

IWF general secretary Jose Quinones added that "all the
bids we received were excellent and we are sure that
the championships in your respective countries will be a
huge success".

In a post on Telegram, Russian Weightlifting Federation
president Aleksandr Vinokurov thanked the IWF "for their
trust”, with the 2030 world champs also serving as a qual-
ifying event for the 2032 Olympic Games.

"Russia has all the necessary experience and capabili-
ties to host competitions of the highest level," he said.
"Moscow has repeatedly staged major international
sporfing events and has modern infrastructure."

The federation tfoasted its success in snagging the host-
ing rights. "The Russian Weightliffing Federation is the first
Olympic sports federation to succeed in bringing a top-
level official competition back to the country in many
years," it said.

The decision fo name Moscow as the host is a ground-
breaking one and comes in the wake of the Internation-
al Olympic Committee (IOC) announcing a pathway
for Russian athletes to compete in international compe-
tition.

A state-sponsored doping programme implemented,
according to the World Anti-Doping Agency, at the
2014 Sochi Winter Olympic Games, and the assault on
Ukraine launched by President Vladimir Putin in 2022 re-
sulted in Russians competing in various guises at interna-
tional competition, most recently as Individual Neutral
Athletes.

However, on July 7 Russia came in from the cold when
the I0C eased restrictions on Russian athletes and
opened a pathway for them to compete in qualifying
events for the 2028 Los Angeles Olympics.

A furious Ukraine filed an appeal to the Court of Arbitra-
tion for Sport (CAS) requesting that the IOC decision be
annulled.(d

2027 Dakar Rally to be moved from

Saudi Arabia

Paris, France

The 2027 Dakar Rally will be
moved from Saudi Arabia
"following recent develop-
mentsin the region”, organ-
isers said on Sunday, after
repeated aftacks on the
kingdom by Yemen's Houthis.
"Dakar 2027 will go ahead.
The 2027 edition will take
place in a different territory"
but still be organised by ASO,
which runs the Dakar along
with Saudi Motorsport Com-
pany (SMC), read a state-
ment from the organisers.
"A new location will be an-
nounced in the "coming
days", it added.

Itis the latest sporting event
to be cancelled, postponed
orrelocated amid the fallout
from the war.

Saudi Arabia and the gov-
ernment it backs in Yemen
have come under sustained
aftack inrecent weeks from
the Houthis as a years-long
fruce broke down in the
summer, shiffing the focus
of the wider US-Iran war that

A man walks past a logo of the Dakar Rally 2024 in Yanbu, Saudi
Arabia, on January 2, 2026.
erupted in February.
Yemen's civil war, pitting the
Iran-backed Houthis against
the Saudi-supported and

internationally recognised
government, had been
dormant since a ceasefire
in 2022, but reignited again
in July as the wider Middle
East war roiled the region.
According to specialist me-
dia, the preferred option for
next year's Dakar would be a
start in Spain with Morocco
as the destination.

It would be the first fime since
2007 that the gruelling multi-
stage rally, created in 1979,
returns to Africa.

The race, formerly called
the Paris-Dakar, used to be
staged from the French capi-
tal following a route to the
Senegalese capital Dakar.
But security threats along its
roufe in North Africa meant
that from 2009 it was held
in South America and from
2020 in Saudi Arabia.[4

Pinheiro Braathen wins Soelden giant

slalom

;
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Winner Brazil's Lucas Pinheiro Braathen celebrates with the
trophy of the men's Giant Slalom competition of the Alpine
World Cup in Soelden, on October 25, 2026.

Solden, Austria
(AFP)—Olympic champion
Lucas Pinheiro Braathen won
the giant slalom in Soelden
on Sunday, the opening
race of the men's World Cup
season. The Norway-born
Brazilion clocked a com-
bined winning time of Tmin
44.72sec for his ninth World
Cup victory.

"There was a lot of pressure
on my shoulders today," the
26-year-old said in reference
to the beginning of his title
defence and the highly-an-

ficipated resumption of his
rivalry with former GS king
Marco Odermatt.

"But pressure is privilege and
| was able to capitalise on
that. What arelief to be able
to open the show in this way."
It was Pinheiro Braathen's
second victory in Soelden
after he friumphed in 2020
while racing for Norway.
"It's amazing fo look back at
being able to be the young-
est winner here and fo come
and do it again,” he said.
"That's something very spe-

cial for me. That very day
here, when | was 20 years
old, that changed my life."
The 26-year-old finished
0.48sec ahead of Switzer-
land's Olympic slalom cham-
pion Loic Meillard.
Meillard's teammate, five-
time overall World Cup
champion Odermatt,
rounded out the podium,
just one-hundredth of a sec-
ond adrift. "Soelden and me
haven't been friends in the
last few years so to start the
season with a podium and
some solid skiing feels good,"
said Meillard.

Odermatt was satisfied with
third after having his pre-sea-
son affected by injury.

"To start the season with a
podium is always nice," he
said. "l made a big step in
the second run: | found the
race gear and that's the
most important thing.
"Lucas was too fast in the first
run for the victory today."
Pinheiro Braathen had laid
down the fastest first run on
ashortened, wind-battered
Rettenbach course..
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Japan's Nakai wins Grand Prix de France for second straight year

Angers, France
(AFP)—Japanese teenag-
er Ami Nakai produced a
sparkling performance in
Saturday's free skate to suc-
cessfully defend her title at
the Grand Prix de France,
after Olympic champions
Laurence Fournier Beaudry
and Guillaume Cizeron won
the ice dance.

The 18-year-old Nakai, who
took bronze at the Milan-
Cortina Olympics earlier this
year, scored 149.08 points for
a brilliant routine, the exact
same score she was award-
ed when she won in Angers
last year.

She was only third in the short
programme, but she leap-
frogged both Anastasiia
Gubanova and Yuna Aoki
to finish on a total of 219.74
points.

Russian-born Georgian Gu-
banova, a former European
champion, tfook silver, almost
17 points adrift.

Nakai's compatriot Aoki
stfruggled in her free skate
having led following the
short programme, missing
out on the podium entirely
to Italy's Lara Naki Gutmann.
Nakai landed a triple Axel
as she delighted the crowd
with her performance to
music from "An Americanin
Paris", which features work
from George Gershwin.
Gubanova clinched a first
podium on her third appear-
ance at the event.
Gutmann was awarded a
personal-best 137.01 points
for her free skate, catapult-
ing her into third.

- 'Little moments of emo-
tion' -

Already in the lead on Friday
following the rhythm dance,
a dark, moody flamenco set
to the music of Rosalia, Ciz-
eron and Fournier scored a
fotal of 207.57 points after
the free dance.

While their rhythm dance
was marked by a minor
technical hiccup, their
free dance performance
on Saturday was, accord-
ing to their coach Romain
Haguenauer, "crystal clear
and flawless".

They finished ahead of Geor-
gia's Diana Davis and Gleb
Smolkin (193.93 points) and
Americans Christina Carreira
and Anthony Ponomarenko
(189.36).

Cizeron and Fournier Be-

Ami NAKAI of Japan performs in the women's short program at the Tokyo Figure Skating Cham-
pionships at TANAKA Ice Arena in Tokyo, Japan, on October 2, 2026.

audry returned to the ice in  Prix circuit.
western France for the first  They debuted their two new
stop on the prestigious Grand  programmes seven months

after winning gold at the Mi-
lan-Cortina Winter Olympics.
In their first season together,

they had also secured the
European and the world
championship ftitles.

"The first outings are always
important for us as coaches
because we get to see the
audience'sreaction, the little
moments of emotion or ex-
citement," said Haguenauer.
Their next event will be in
Helsinki for the Grand Prix
of Finland from November
20-22.

France's Adam Siao Him Fa
took the men's lead with
a playful, jazzy short pro-
gramme.

Skating to Dave Brubeck's fa-
mous "Take Five", Siao Him Fa
earned an impressive score
of 102.46 points.

Heading into Sunday's free
skate final, he holds a clear
lead over Estonia's Aleksandr
Selevko (85.49 points) and
South Korea's Seo Min-kyu
(83.83).4
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LGE IN THE ULTIMATE CARIBBEAN EXPERIENCE
www.costalinda-aruba.com

Create precious memories in the heart of Costa Linda Beach Resort;
Water’'s Edge Restaurant offers the complete vacation experience!

(Palm Beach) - Consider your family dinner plans taken
care of at Water’s Edge. Located in the heart of the Costa
Linda Beach Resort and on the shores of the world-famous
Eagle Beach in Aruba, Water’s Edge offers an elegant yet
cozy dining experience that the entire family can enjoy.
Whether you're craving Steak, Seafood, International Dishes
or a bit of the Caribbean flare, Water's Edge caters to
all your culinary needs, all the while offering you a cozy
and flexible service with a spectacular view of Aruba’s
top-rated sandy beaches.

Water's Edge's new menu has a great variety of ap-
petizers, main courses and delicious desserts all on one
menu specially made just for you. From the minute you
arrive there will be a great staff welcoming you with the
most contagious smiles and warmth. Flexible and profes-
sional service allows you to enjoy your meal in the cool
and elegant indoor dining area, on the sandy, breezy
beaches of Eagle Beach or by the open bar outside.
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner, Water's Edge has it
all for you, any time of the day.

Start your day off with a hearty breakfast. Water's Edge
offers a variety of delicious breakfast items, including their
house specialties of Avocado Toast, Chicken & Waffles
made with homemade Belgium waffles and fopped with
a gorgeous hot honey sauce. If you want something on
the sweeter side, try their Creme BrGlée French Toast,
served with an in-house mascarpone whip cream and
topped with fresh fruit and powdered sugar. Or maybe
the Traditional American Breakfast is more to your liking,
complete with any kind of serving of eggs, bacon, sausage
and toast, served with a side of hash browns.

Forlunch, keep it easy with their handheld items like their
Bacon and Cheddar Burger, Mediterranean Quesadillas
or Street Tacos. Want a taste of the Caribbean? Try the
Grouper Reuben; A local twist to the fraditional Reuben,
complete with rye bread, in-house 1000 island dressing,
sauerkraut and grilled grouper, served with a side of Ca-
jun Fries.

Dinner plans are set with
Water's Edge mouthwa-
tering dinner menu. Start
your gastronomic journey
with a scrumptious appe-
fizer such as the Maryland
Crab Cakes, maybe the
Crispy Calamairi or the de-
lectable Coconut Shrimp.
You can also opt for their
Water's Edge House Wedge
Salad or freshly made Shrimp
Louie Salad, made with
poached shrimp, tossed in
Louie dressing, fresh avoca-
dos and vine ripe tomatoes.
For something a bit heartier,
try their classic French Onion
Soup, Lobster Bisque or Crab
and Corn Chowder.

Follow your appetizers with
your choice of Seafood,
Chicken or Pasta dishes.
Enjoy their succulent Shrimp
and Clam Sauce with An-
gel Hair Pasta, a nice plate
of Chicken Francese or ex-
plore the Water's Edge Fish
Market—your pick of Mahi
Mahi, Snapper, Grouper or
Salmon, served with home-
made mashed potatoes,
sauce of choice and fresh
herbs and vegetables.

Meat Lovers will have their
fix with choices of Steak, in-
cluding a Petite Filet, French
Rack of Lambs or their fa-
mous 140z pan-seared Pork
finished with @ fonToshc

apple glaze. All our steaks
opfions are seasoned with
a blend of kosher salt and
freshly cracked black pep-
per. Served with homemade
mashed potatoes, seasoned
vegetables and a choice of
red wine reduction, green
peppercorn demi-glace,
mushroom sauce, chimi-
churri or bacon blue cheese
butter. Enjoy it with a side
of fresh asparagus, seasonall
vegetables, and four differ-
ent types of fries. Combine
your meal with your personal
choice of intfernational and
exclusive wines.

Kids will enjoy every item of
the specially compiled Kids
Menu and there are also op-
tional dishes for all vegans,
vegetarians and gluten-free
guests.

End the culinary voyage
with some luscious sweet-
ness. Choose from a variety
of dessert options, including
a piece of coconut flan, NY
cheesecake, carrot cake,
chocolate brownie or our
classic Tiramisu with kahlua
and amaretto served with
chocolate sauce and cof-
fee jelly. Not to mention the
fresh and light piece of key
lime pie.
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Live entertainment

For seven nights a week,
there is live entertainment by
the best local artists for you
to enjoy. Whetheryou'rein a
romantic mood, or more ina
swinging mood, every night
is arelaxing experience un-
der the stars, where you can
combine great music with
delicious cocktails. In ad-
difion, Water's Edge offers
three daily Happy Hours
from 12pm-1pm, 4pm-épm
and again from 9pm-10pm
with all premium brands spe-
cially priced.

Water's Edge prides itself
on bringing elegance and
comfort to your dining expe-
rience, offering personalized
service fit for everybody's
needs.

Water's Edge is open daily
from 8am - 11pm

Toreserve your table please
call +297 583 8000 Ext. 8106
or+ 297 586 9494 (direct), or
reserve your table online at
reservations@watersedgea-
ruba.com. For more infor-
mation about the menus,
entertainment and hours,
please visit the welbsite wa-
tersedgearuba.coml]



