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U.S. Trade Representative Jamieson Greer speaks during the second day of the G20 Trade
Ministerial Conference at the Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on October 1, 2026.

U.S. tells European allies to act
‘immediately’ to lower diesel prices

Milwaukee, United States
The United States on Thurs-
day told its European allies
fo help lower global diesel
prices by releasing strate-
gic reserves “immediately,”
with EU member states due
to discuss the crisis on Fri-
day.

Reports said the Trump ad-
ministration wants France
and Germany in particular
fo tap their stockpiles of
diesel to fry to curb prices
sentf soaring by the U.S. war
on Iran.

“Our European partners
should accelerate deliv-
ery on their existing com-
mitments and make addi-
tional supplies immediately
available to address ongo-
ing disruptions,” U.S. Treo-
sury Secretary Scott Bes-
sent said in a post on social
media.

EU member states will meet
with the European Com-
mission Friday fo discuss a
coordinated response tfo
soaring fuel prices, a Com-
mission spokesman said.
Washington is piling on
pressure to get European
help with fuel costs, with
US President Donald Trump
on Wednesday floating the
possibility of banning diesel
exports.

High energy costs loom as
a threat to Trump'’s Repub-
lican party in next month’s
midterm elections.

“It is in Europe’s best inter-
est fo work with the United

States as we pursue mul-
fiple pathways to boost the
supply of refined products
and lower costs for con-
sumers,” a U.S. official told
AFP.

At G20 trade talks in Mil-
waukee, U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer
struck a conciliatory tone,
saying there was an “eo-
gerness on both sides to
work together” on the die-
selissue.

And Trump told reporters
in Texas on Thursday that
he “may” ask European
countries to release diesel
reserves.

- ‘Unexpected’ -

Still, EU trade chief Ma-
ros Sefcovic told reporters
Thursday that any move by
the US to ban diesel exports
would be “unexpected for
Europeans.”

He spoke on the sidelines
of the two-day G20 trade
ministers’ gathering in Mil-
waukee, after meeting
with Greer.

Sefcovic told reporters that
he did not go into details
with Greer on energy ex-
ports.

But the fransatlantic part-
ners “decided fo stay in
close fouch to avoid any
surprises here,” he said.

“It would have very dra-
matic consequences for
our economic  perfor-
mance,” Sefcovic said of
any potential diesel export

ban.

France's minister delegate
for infernational frade,
Nicolas Forissier, fold AFP in
Milwaukee: “I can't imag-
ine that there will be a
ban.”

He stressed the importance
of diesel to the United
States and European coun-
tries, adding both sides will
“try to find solutions.”

“In France, we'll fry to find
balanced solutions all over
the world,” Forissier added.
“If not with the Americans,
it will be with other coun-
tries.”

Trump on Wednesday said
he was sfill considering a
possible ban on U.S. die-
sel exports, while adding
that he thought it could
ultimately cause gasoline
prices o rise.

“I'm thinking about it,”
Trump told reporters in the
Oval Office.

Speaking alongside Trump,
U.S. Energy Secretary Chris
Wright said Wednesday
that the world would “hear
announcements from our
friends in Europe” to push
diesel prices down.

Asked about a release
from strategic reserves, the
French presidency said no
such demand had been
made when Emmanuel
Macron and Trump met
on the sidelines of the U.N.
General  Assembly  last
week..

SpaceX CEO Elon Musk attends a meeting with U.S. President
Donald Trump and technology executives about arfificial
intelligence in the East Room of the White House in Washington,
DC, on September 29, 2026.

Musk returns to U.S.
government for Pentagon
war study

Washington, United States

Tech billionaire Elon Musk will make a return o officially
advising U.S. President Donald Trump's government by
co-leading what the Pentagon called a study on the
future of war.

Musk served as head of the Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE), where he spearheaded sweeping
job cuts across the US federal government, before de-
parting in May 2025.

In a speech Wednesday at the Quantico military base,
Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth said “Project Meridian™
will be “an effort led by America’s best minds to study
the future of warfare.”

“We are leveraging a unique source of American ad-
vantage, one our adversaries do not have: our innova-
tors, our senior leaders and our technologists,” Hegseth
said.

Musk will be a co-leader of Project Meridian alongside
Palmer Luckey, the 34-year-old co-founder of defense
technology company Anduril Industries, and Newt Gin-
grich, the 83-year-old Republican former House speak-
er.

Musk’s companies are already major Pentagon con-
tractors, including SpaceX building satellite networks for
Trump’s planned “Golden Dome" missile defense shield.
His artificial intelligence firm xAl this year signed a deal
allowing the military to use its Grok chatbot on classified
systems.

In 2024, Musk threw his support behind Trump and
helped his return to the White House, but the men later
had a high-profile blow-up over the president’s spend-
ing legislation.

The two have since reconciled, and Musk has again be-
come a frequent presence at the White House, though
less visibly than during his previous stint, when he often
visited the Oval Office, most memorably with his young
son on his shoulders.

On Tuesday he was seated next to Trump at a lunch
with artificial intelligence executives, where he joined
other tech leaders in signing a voluntary Al safety ac-
cord that the president described as “morally binding.”

Last week, Musk attended the state dinner Trump host-
ed for Chinese President Xi Jinping, and in May he flew
to Beijing on Air Force One as part of the business dele-
gation accompanying Trump on his state visit fo China.
He also resumed giving to Republican causes, including
multimillion-dollar donations to individual candidates
and conservative political groups.
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Female U.S. inmate in critical condition after botched execution
|

Washington, United States
A condemned female mur-
derer who survived two
lethal injections during a
botched execution by the
U.S. state of Tennessee was
in critical condition and re-
ceiving ‘“life-saving care,”
her lawyer said Thursday.
Christa Pike, 50, was tak-
en to a hospital after the
failed attempts to put her
to death on Wednesday
night. It was not clear how
she survived the deadly
doses of pentobarbital.
"What we have been told
is that she is in crifical con-
dition, receiving life-saving
care,” Randy Spivey said in
a virtual news conference.
He urged Governor Bill Lee,
who had denied a clem-
ency request earlier in the
week, to scrap Pike's death
sentence.

“After having endured soli-
tary confinement for more
than 20 years and a full at-
tempt to kill her by lethal
injection, Christa has en-
dured punishment greater
than any other person in
the history of the American
death penalty. The gover-
nor must commute Chris-
ta’'s sentence now.”

Robin Maher, the execu-
five director of the Death
Penalty Information Center,

10—

called the failed execution
unprecedented.

“This event is the worst
we've seen and unlike any
other botched executionin
the modern era,” she told
The New York Times.

U.N. rights chief Volker Turk
on Thursday urged Tennes-
see not to make a new at-
tempt to execute Pike.
“The case of Christa Pike
lays bare multiple reasons

This handout picture dated January 12, 2023 provided by the
Tennessee Department of Correction shows convicted U.S.
murderer Christa Pike.

why the death penalty
should be abolished,” his
office said on X.

“The prolonged suffering
physical and mental aris-
ing from multiple failed ex-
ecution attempts is abhor-
rent, and cruel. And there
are key fair tfrial questfions
sfill unresolved.”

Pike's lawyers said ear-
lier that their arguments
against the execution had

come fto pass: “difficult
vein access, blown veins,
degraded pentobarbital,
no emergency medical
care available when things
inevitably go wrong, all un-
der a protocol that remains
veiled in secrecy.”

- ‘Loudly snoring’ -

Pike's case had already
attracted scrutiny in the
lead-up to her execution
date, as she would have
been the first woman put to
death in Tennessee in more
than 200 years.

Kim Chandler, a media wit-
ness with The Associated
Press, told CBS News that
“Pike appeared notably
awake as the execution
began” at Riverbend Maxi-
mum Security Institution in
Nashville.

“A couple of times she
looked around the room.
At one point she looked
tfowards prison officials and
asked if it was supposed to
feel that way,” Chandler
said.

Pike later began snoring,
witnesses said.

“We just listened... to her
snoring and making very
loud breathing sounds for
almost an hour,” said Cath-
erine Sweeney of WPLN
television.

The condemned woman
was “loudly snoring, clearly

very alive” as the journal-
ists were ushered out of the
area, Chandler told CBS.
During a livestream, an am-
bulance with its lights flash-
ing could be seen leaving
the prison.

- Established protocol -

The Tennessee Department
of Correction said it “fol-
lowed every step of the
state’s lawful, established
execution protocol,” add-
ing that Pike was subse-
quently taken to an “off-
site medical facility.”
Governor Lee called for
a ‘“comprehensive, third-
party review" of the failed
execution.

“The remaining scheduled
execution will not be car-
ried out this year,” Lee said
-- apparently referencing
the execution of convicted
kiler Gary Wayne Sutfton
scheduled for December 3.
Pike's case had sparked
debate over capital pun-
ishment for young criminals.
She was 18 when she and
her boyfriend beat and
kiled Colleen Slemmer, 19,
at a job fraining camp for
young people.

The kiling gained national
attention after Slemmer’s
body was found with a
pentagram, often seen as
a saftanic symbol, carvedin
her chest.(

U.S. Supreme Court to review indefinite immigrant detention

Washington, United States
The U.S. Supreme Court
said Thursday it will decide
whether President Donald
Trump’s administration can
deny immigrants facing
deportation the chance
to seek release on bond, in
the latest major challenge
to his hardline immigration
agenda.

The policy, infroduced af-
ter Trump returned to office
last year, allows authorities
to keep some immigrants
detained throughout re-
moval proceedings po-
tentially for years even if
they have lived in the Unit-
ed States for decades.
Previous  administrations,
including Trump’s first, gen-
erally allowed such detain-
ees to ask an immigration
judge for release while
their cases were decided,
provided they were not

considered dangerous or
likely to flee.

The administration argues
that a 1996 immigration
law requires mandatory
detention for people who
entered the country illegal-
ly, regardless of how long
ago they arrived.
Immigrant advocates say
that provision wasintended
chiefly for people stopped
at or near the border and
that long-term residents ar-
rested inside the country
should remain eligible for
bond hearings.

Most lower courts to con-
sider the question have re-
jected the administration’s
interpretation,  friggering
thousands of challenges
from people held during
Trump’'s mass deportation
campaign.

The Supreme Court case

concerns Ricardo Apare-
cido Barbosa da Cunha, a
Brazilian who had lived in
the United States for about
two decades when immi-
grafion agents detained
him following a fraffic stop
in Massachusetts last year.
A federal judge ordered
his release and an appeals
court upheld the decision.
The administration says the
flood of lawsuits challeng-
ing mandatory detention
has disrupted enforcement
of immigration law.
Solicitor General D. John
Sauer called the dispute a
“critically important ques-
fion,” according to U.S.
media, arguing detention
helps prevent immigrants
from evading deportation
proceedings.

The American Civil Liberties
Union, which represents
challengers to the policy,

describes the administra-
fion’s interpretation as a
radical departure from de-
cades of practice.

Immigration detention has
expanded sharply under
Trump, with 66,000 people

being held nationwide as
of July, according to the
Transactional Records Ac-
cess Clearinghouse, which
provides nonpartisan data
on federal agencies.]

Symbolic tombstones displaying the names, ages, countries
of origin, and dates of death of immigrants who died in U.S.
immigration custody line the lawn outside the Broadview
Detention Center at 1930 Beach St on September 24, 2026, in
Broadyview, lllinois, United States.
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Kenneth Branagh examines the scars of Iraq war in ‘Afonement’

Toronto, Canada
Screenwriter Reed Van
Dyk was leafing through a
magazine one day in 2012
when he came across an
arficle about the human
cost of war that stopped
him in his tracks.

He knew that one day he
would have to bring it to
the screen, but he did not
feel he had the leverage in
Hollywood to tackle such a
weighty issue.

“I wasn't in a position to
make a film about this back
then,” he told AFP.

That all changed after his
short film “DeKalb Elemen-
tary” won crifical acclaim
and earned an Oscar nom-
ination in 2018, so he went
back to the New Yorker
arficle and began work on
“"Atonement,” which goes
on limited release on Fri-
day.

The film, based on the
magazine piece, begins in
2003, when the lives of an
Iraqi family and a war vet-
eran became fragically
infertwined in a Baghdad
under fire.

Mariam Khachaturian,
played by Hiam Abbass,
and her family are trying
to reach their home when
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(L-R) Kalama Epstein, Kenneth Branagh, Gheed, Reed Van Dyk, Hiam Abbass and Boyd Holbrook
attend the premiere of “Atonement” during the 2026 Toronto International Film Festival at Roy

their two vehicles are fired
on by a Marine unit that be-
lieved it was under threat.
Three passengers die in the
shooting, including Mari-
am'’s husband.

Eventually, the widow ftries
to leave the war behind by
moving fo the United States
with her daughter.

Marine Lou D'Alessandro
(Boyd Holbrook) also wants

fo move on, but the conse-
quences of what he was in-
volved in continue to haunt
him.

The only way he feels he
might be able to exorcise
his demons is fo seek out
Mariam.

“l was so touched by this
piece of writing and the
story and all these char-
acters and the way that
their lives had infersected

very fragically, and then
by some miracle, they all
intfersect again a decade
later,” Van Dyk said.

In the movie, Lou and Mar-
iam sit face-to-face in Cali-
fornia, brought together by
the efforts of Michael Reid
(Kenneth Branagh), a jour-
nalist who had interviewed
both of them about the
war.

“I was very drawn to the

Brazil’s Lula turns to Bad Bunny tune to criticize
Trump ahead of polls

Sao Paulo, Brazil

With elecfions just days
away, Brazil's President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva’s cam-
paign adapted a song by
Latin  music powerhouse
Bad Bunny to assert the
country’s sovereignty in the
face of pressure from the
United Stafes.

“They want to take the
river, and the beach too.
They want the rare earth

minerals,” goes the re-
worked Portuguese ver-
sion of “Lo que le paso a
Hawaii” (What Happened
to Hawaii) by Bad Bunny,
posted by Lula on his social
media accounts.

Brazilians will vote in a nail-
biting first-round presiden-
fial election on Sunday, pit-
ting Lula, 80, against right-
wing Senator Flavio Bolson-
aro, son of far-right former

president Jair Bolsonaro.
Lula has made sovereignty
a key plank of his cam-
paign, amid pressure from
US President Donald Trump,
a Bolsonaro ally who has
backed several right-wing
candidates in Latin Ameri-
can elections.

Washington has slapped
punitive tariffs on Brazil and
has expressed keen inter-
est in its massive reserves of
critical minerals.

With nearly seven million
views on social media, the
campaign jingle inspired
by the Puerto Rican star
calls on people not to “let
go of the Brazilian flag.”

It also features an image
of Trump holding a rope
around Bolsonaro's neck
like a leash and ends with
Lula’s gravelly voice de-
claring: “Brazil has only one

owner: the Brazilian peo-
ple.”

Flavio Bolsonaro's cam-
paign has often featured
United States flags and im-
ages of Trump.

Bad Bunny’s song address-
es the loss of local control
through the impact of tour-
ism, gentrification and dis-
placement using Hawaii
as a cautionary tale for
Puerto Ricans.

The singer included the
tfune in his setlist at the Su-
per Bowl halffime show in
February, described by
Trump as “an affront to the
Greatness of America.”

A source from Lula’s Work-
ers’ Party, requesting ano-
nymity, said Bad Bunny
had not granted rights for
the song's use. The art-
ist's press office did noft re-
spond to an AFP request
for comment.]

idea of that complex-
ity, and very drawn to the
idea of being this witness
at this remarkable meeting
over years with two people
frying to process the enor-
mous pain and loss of very
different kinds,” Branagh
told AFP on the sidelines of
the Toronto International
Film Festival.

“And then the really com-
peling drama of this im-
mensely  difficult  thing,
meeting again to feel, dis-
cuss, forget, forgive,” said
the British actor, whose
character is inspired by
journalist Dexter Filkins, au-
thor of the original article.

- ‘A new context’ -
“Atonement” arrives in U.S.
theaters days after the
U.S. formally ended its de-
cades-long mission in Iraq,
but with the country again
at war this time with Iran.
“I'was pulled to write about
and explore these ftrio of
people, and so that was in
spite of the fact that you
know it wasn't a story that
headlines were echoing
at the fime of my writing,”
Van Dyk said.

But "as we're making the
film, the world has sort of
backslid info war every-
where. So it brings a new
context to all of our work.”
For Holbrook (“Narcos”),
portraying the tormented
Lou was *a fantastic expe-
rience,” but also an intimi-
dafing one.

“The preparation for a film
like this is everything, and
for me it was life altering,”
he told AFP.

“It was something that |
had to really find and dis-
cover in myself, the empa-
thy and the courage that
[his character] Lou had.”
Abbass (“Blade Runner
2049" and *“Succession”)
said she had wanted des-
perately to do justice to
Mariam.

“I wanted to take her
place and shout out my
feelings and my anger fo-
wards why this should hap-
pen,” she said.

“Why on Earth we keep
going all the time, caus-
ing these pains to people,
whoever they are, whatev-
er they are, whatever na-
fionality they come from,
whatever conflict we're
talking about.”(]
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Workers harvest rice by hand in a research field where around 30 different varieties of rice are
being cultivated, in Oud Ade on September 29, 2026.

Rice work: Dutch test new crop to save
sinking peatlands

Oud Ade, Netherlands

In a soggy field between
Amsterdam and The
Hague, farmer Sander Ro-
eleveld ploughs a small
white combine harvester
info his crops, gathering a
grain never before harvest-
ed in the Netherlands: rice.
The surroundings could
scarcely be more Dutch.
Canals criss-cross polders
lying two meters below sea
level. Windmills grace the
horizon as cows for cen-
turies the counfry’'s agri-
cultural staple graze in the
nearby grassland.

But the warming climate
is allowing Dutch farmers
to produce wine and now
even experiment with rice,
previously unthinkable in

such a wet, temperate
country.
And researchers behind

the scheme hope rice cul-
fivation could help address
one of the counftry’s most
pressing environmental
challenges: peat soils that
are sinking as they dry out,
pushing parts of the low-ly-
ing Netherlands ever lower.
“It's extraordinary,” said
Philippe Terheggen, chair-
man of the Land van Ons
association that has pro-
vided the fields for the rice
harvest.

“We would never have
thought maybe 20 years
ago that we would be able
to grow rice in the Neth-
erlands,” the 68-year-old

told AFP as the harvester
whirred behind him.

“Butit's also scary because
it tells you what is possi-
ble... now the climate has
changed,” he said.

For now, the project is a
pilot scheme, consisting of
just 0.6 hectares (1.5 acres),
with organizers hoping to
produce around three tons
of short-grain rice suitable
for sushi or risotto.

The team is working with
around 30 differentrice cul-
fivars from as far afield as
Russia, China, Japan and
Uzbekistan, to see which
grows best in the Dutch cli-
mate.

Roeleveld, who describes
himself as a “pioneer”, said
he wanted to show other
farmers that rice could
grow in boggy Dutch sail.
“My goal is to show that
more things are possible on
wetland than just grass,”
the 53-year-old told AFP.
“Of course, when you have
had cows for 600 years, it's
really hard to imagine that
you want to do something
else than having milk from
your cow,” he laughed.

“I just want to show that
things can be changed for
the benefit of the future.”

- ‘Crazy idea’ -

But the project is about
much more than crop di-
versification.  Researchers
believe it could help tackle

one of the Netherlands’
most  persistent  environ-
mental problems.

Roughly one-tenth of the
country is peatland, which
farmers drain for grass to
feed their cattle.

As the peat dries out, it re-
leases millions of tons of
carbon dioxide while caus-
ing the land to subside by
up to several centimeters a
year in the worst-affected
areas.

According to Wageningen
University, greenhouse gas
emissions from Dutch peat
soils account for around
two to three percent of the
counftry’s total emissions.
The only way to resolve this
vicious cycle is to keep the
fields wet but then farm-
ers would have nothing to
grow there... until now.
“Basically it started with just
a crazy idea,” explained
Julian Helfenstein, a re-
searcher from Wageningen
University and Research,
who is pilofing the project
along with colleagues from
nearby Leiden University.

It is a rare combination of
both adapting to climate
change and mitigating its
effects, said the 3é6-year-
old.

“Rice is an opportunity for
this part of the world to
adapt to climate change,
so to grow something that
previously wasn't possible,”
he said.

Workers load construction materials onto donkeys for transport
at the seafront in Lamu Old Town on Lamu Island on October
1, 2026.

Kenyan island paradise
fears damage from mega-
refinery

Lamu, Kenya

Tourism or industry2 Environment or oil2 The picturesque
Kenyan island of Lamu, a favourite of celebrities, faces
a tough trade-off after becoming the consfruction site
for Africa’s latest mega-refinery.

Lamu, on the Indian Ocean coast, is known for its
12th-century Old Town, traditional dhow sailing boats
and paradisical beaches that have made it a favou-
rite haunt of stars like Mick Jagger, Kate Moss and the
Obamas.

But within less than half a year it has become the cho-
sen location for Africa’s second-biggest oil refinery, be-
ing built by Nigerian tycoon Aliko Dangote.

The continent’s richest man broke ground on the $16 bil-
lion venture on Wednesday alongside multiple heads of
state in what is billed as Kenya's biggest-ever industrial
project.

For locals in Lamu - - an island where cars are non-ex-
istent and fransport still mostly happens by donkey --
there has been little time to process the idea of having
a massive fossil fuel complex on their doorstep.

The idea of building a Dangote refinery in east Africa
was first mooted in April, and Lamu was chosen as the
site only in July, while the company plans to have it op-
erating by 2030.

Some have already taken the project to court, fearing
their land rights will not be respected, while environmen-
tal organisations including Greenpeace argues the re-
finery “threatens to damage one of East Africa’s most
fragile coastal ecosystems”.

Dozens gathered to protfest in the Old Town on Tuesday,
chanting “Haki Yetu” (*Our rights”).

Dangote has dismissed the critics, describing those who
oppose the refinery as “people who don't want the de-
velopment of Africa”.

“Anybody who wants to cause trouble, we are ready for
his frouble and will give him a headache,” the billionaire
said on Wednesday.

- ‘Too late’ -

In his speech at the groundbreaking, Kenyan President
William Ruto inifially called those challenging the proj-
ect in court “extortfionists”.

But he then struck a more conciliatory tone, promising a
rigorous environmental study and telling Lamu residents:
“Your rights will be protected. Your voice will be heard.”
Some locals told AFP this was too little, too late.

“The study was to be conducted before the excava-
tion and digging”, not after, said local artist Salwa
Mahmoud.[
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Empty nets in Latin America as fish flee El Nino

Ecuador

Fishermen along Latin
America's Pacific coast are
reeling in half-empty nets
as ocean warming aggra-
vated by El Nino causes
tuna, anchovies and other
top catches to migrate to
cooler waters.

From Ecuador and Peru in
South America, to Panama
and Guatemala in Central
America, some skippers
have stopped going out al-
together as fish stocks dwin-
dle close to shore, in seas
running at up to six degrees
Celsius above normail.

“The water is warm,” Juan
Ollague, 56, told AFP in the
southwestern  Ecuadoran
port of Santa Rosa where
hundreds of idle fishing
boats are crammed into a
small port.

After a night on the water,
Ollague returns with just six
small tuna.

“We came away empty-
handed,” he lamented.
“Fishing used to be good,
now it's fterrible,” fellow
skipper Darwin Zambrano,
53, complained as he un-
fangled a net that hasn't
scooped up big funallike al-
bacore or bonito in weeks.
El Nino is the warming
phase of a natural cycle
in the tropical Pacific that
causes hofter and drier
conditions in some places,
and cooler and wetter in

e o,

Fishermen hold a net in the San Pedro commune in Santa Elena, Ecuador, on September 18,

2026.

others.

This year's “super” El Nino,
which is expected to peak
later this year, is already
wreaking havoc in Cenfral
America, where drought is
endangering animals and
stunting crops.

The average sea surface
temperature, excluding
polar regions, reached
21.07C in August, tying with
March 2024 as the hottest
on record, according to
the European Union’s Co-
pernicus climate change
observatory.

The average

sea tem-

peratures off Ecuador’s
coast rose by 2.5-3C af
the surface and up to 6C
at a depth of 40 meters in
the past ten weeks, said
oceanographer Jonathan
Cedeno, who led a mission
from Guayaquil's Polytech-
nic University to measure
the temperatures.

- ‘Losing money’ -

On  Panama’'s  Pacific
coast, Rigoberto Gonzalez
said he has to sail further
and further from shore to
earn a living.

This means spending more
on food, ice to preserve

the fish, and fuel for the
small boat he uses to catch
snapper, kingfish and bar-
racuda.

“We go out with $100 worth
of gas, and when we come
back, we earn $150" from
sales of the fish, which has
to be divided among four
workers, Gonzalez, 59, told
AFP, on Veracruz beach.

In nearby Panama City,
some fishermen  have
thrown in the towel and de-
cided to remain in port.
“We can't keep losing
money,” Jesus Morales,
leader of the artisanal fish-
ermen’s union of Panama,

said.
Further north, in Iztapa,
Guatemalaq, 50-year-old

Eliseo Ovando said it now
takes three days to catch
what he used to pull from
the water in a day, and
complains that only com-
mercial fisheries receive
government assistfance to
ride out the shortages.
“The big fish eat the little
ones,” he said, referring to
the struggles of small-scale
operators like himself.

In Peru, the world’s biggest
catcher of anchovies, fish-
ermen are turning to con-
struction to feed their fami-
lies as their tiny prey slips
out of reach.

- Economic ripple effect -
In Panama City, the poor
yields are visible at a whole-
sale fish market next to the
dock that supplies the city’s
supermarkets.

“Less is arriving” off the
boats, says Carlos Nieto, a
46-year-old vendor. And
sometimes the catch is
"damaged by the heat,”
he said.

Nieto now spends about
$600 a month onice, “prac-
fically a whole salary.”

For now, vendors in Pana-
ma haven't passed on their
higher costs and reduced
income to consumers in the
form of significantly higher
prices.]

‘We just need rain’: Germany'’s Rhine river hits new low

Frankfurt, Germany

Parts of Germany’s Rhine
are now unnavigable for
most shipping, an industry
group warned Tuesday, af-
ter the river dropped to an
all-time record low follow-
ing months of little rainfall
and hot weather.

The waterway, which

flows through the industrial
heartland of Germany, has
been at record lows since
late July when Europe was
struggling through a series
of heatwaves.

It has already led to some
restrictions on commer-
cial shipping, affecting in-
dustries from chemicals to

Picture taken on August 14, 2026 with a drone shows the “Burg
Pfalzgrafenstein” (Pfalzgrafenstein Castle) on an island in the
dried-up river Rhine in Kaub, western Germany.

steel-making, and heaping
extra pressure on Europe’s
long-stagnant top econo-
my.

But contfinued dry weather
this week pushed water
levels at Kaub on the Rhine
a reference point for ves-
sels even further down-
wards and made the area
unpassable for laden car-
go vessels.

“Most German ship cap-
tains say, that's foo shal-
low, I'm not sailing there
anymore,” Mafthias Ro-
eser, from the German In-
land Shipping Association,
told AFP.

The navigable depth of
the river around Kaub was
just over a metre Tuesday.
Only specially adapted
vessels, or those carrying
almost no cargo, can navi-

gate such low waters.

This means the Rhine has
effectively been split info
two sections, Thomas Puls,
a fransport expert from the
IW  Economic Institute in
Cologne told AFP.

The upper and middle sec-
fions of the river in Germa-
ny are cut off from major
northern ports such as Duis-
burg in Germany and Roft-
terdam in the Netherlands.
“The problem here is sim-
ply that it has been rain-
ing far, far, far too little
for months,” Puls told AFP.
“"We just need rain -- noth-
ing else helps”.

Companies including steel
giant Thyssenkrupp and
chemical maker BASF
have already resorted fo
using specially adapted

vessels in recent weeks to
fransport products.

Only around five percent
of goods are transported
by river in Germany.

But the Rhine plays an out-
sized role, carrying around
two-thirds of Germany’s in-
land waterway freight, said
Puls.

The government last month
liffed a ban on frucks driv-
ing on Sundays and pub-
lic holidays to help com-
panies impacted by the
problems. This measure
was reportedly extended
Tuesday.

But Puls said switching
goods fransport from ship-
ping fo trucks is difficult, as
many trucks are typically
required to carry the car-
go of a single commercial
vessel.]
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National Park Arikok: Aruba’s biggest nature conservation

The National Park Arikok
comprises almost 18 % of
the island. Its rugged ter-
rain, desert-like hills filled
with tall cacti, breathtaking
coastline and protected
local flora and fauna wel-
come you to be explored.
There are numerous ani-
mals to discover, for exam-
ple the bright blue Cododo
or mighty Warawara.

The national park Arikok
takes you on a memorable
journey of the islands past
offering unique geological,
cultural and historical sites.
These can all be enjoyed
and explored either on
your own or during guided
tours. A wide variety of ed-
ucational and informative
programs and fun activities
is available.

Did you know that four of
the seven species of sea fur-
tle lay their eggs on Aruba's
beaches? In the national
park, a Least Tern (Sternula
anfillarum) keeps a strict
eye on a very special event
taking place below on the
beach: A majestic Leather-
back (Dermochelys corio-
cea) heading back to the
ocean afterlaying her eggs
during breeding season.
Sea turtles prefer nesting in
the cool and dark hours of
the night. And hatchlings
usually wait for the cue of
cooling surface sand be-
fore emerging.

Nature Conservation

The protected area of Na-
fional Park Arikok was of-
ficially established in 2000.
Arikok National Park is a
34 square kilometers (7907
acres) of natural areaq, lo-
cated at the north-eastern
part of Aruba which con-
tains examples of most of
the island’s flora and fau-
na against a backdrop of
great geological complex-
ity. We are proud to state
that approximately 18%
of the total land area of
Aruba is assigned as a Na-
fional Park, to protect and
preserve the flora, fauna,
geology and historical re-
mains present within Arikok
National Park.

The Landscape
There is a great geological
variety within the park. The

main aspects are the rough
hills of the volcanic Aruba
lava formation, the mysteri-
ous rocks of the batholithic
quartz-diorite/tonalite, and
the limestone rocks from
fossilized coral.  The two
tallest hills on the island are
situated within the park.
Jamanota hill 188 meters
(617 ft) and Arikok hill 176
meters (577 ft), from which
the name of the park is de-
rived.

The line of the permanently
wind-and-wave beaten
North Coast is broken by
several bays (boca’s). Most
of them are small yet im-
pressive inlets at the mouth

of dry riverbeds. Some
of these bays (boca’s)
are spectacular  sights,

adorned with white, sandy
beaches and sand dunes,
as is the case at Boca Prins
and Dos Playa.

Arikok is also home to Con-
chi, Aruba’'s most impor-
tant natural attraction; also
known as The Natural Pool.
The journey to the Pool is
and adventure by itself
and only possible by foof,
horse, or 4x4 vehicle. As of
2020, ATV's and UTVs are
not allowed in the park due
do its significant impact on
nature.
Cultural and Historical
components

There are a number of sites
within the park that attest

to the history of Aruba. The
Caqguetio Indians left rock
paintings in Cunucu Arikok
and Fontein Cave.

Old plantation (Cunucus)
sites tell the story of an ac-
tive yet challenging agri-

cultural past.

These Cunucus were also
residential areas for the
few families that worked
the land. These families
found ways fo survive in
the difficult conditions, and

were able to erect their
homes with materials found
in the area. Two of these
adobe houses have been
restored. Park rangers are
learning many of the old
building ftechniques in or-
der to preserve this unique
Aruban mud-house. At Cu-
nucu Arikok and near Plan-
tation Prins you can find
these adobe houses.

Park Management

The Aruba Conservation
Foundation (ACF), formerly
known as Aruba National
Park Foundation, manages
the national park. This foun-
dation was established in
July 2003. In February 2017,
mangrove and weftland
RAMSAR site #198 Spanish
Lagoon was annexed to
Arikok Natfional Park due to
its importance as a feeding
and breeding area for wao-
ter birds and as a nursery
area for a variety of marine
organisms. With this addi-
tion, the areas under man-
agement increased by 70
hectares while the amount
of species of flora and fau-
na to be conserved to over
250. On December 2Ist,
2018 (AB 2018 no. 77) Parke
Marino Aruba - currently
consisting of four marine
protected areas (MPAs) —
was officially established
and subsequently brought
under management  of
ACF. In 2019, preliminary
management plan for ma-
rine were infroduced for
Parke Marino to conserve
reefs, seagrass beds, and
mangrove forests and in
2020 ACF was given addi-
tional management areas
such as the Salinas (Druif,
Malmok, Cerca, Palm
Beach, Bubali etc.) and
also additional areas such
as Rooi Manonchi, Ser’l
Teishi etc. Managed areas
can be seen here: https://
acf.aw/.

Visit the National Park
Arikok to see the wonder of
Aruba’s nature. The visitor
centfer in San Fuego and
enfrance in Vader Piet (San
Nicolas) is open daily from
8:00 AM to 16:00 PM. Con-
tact the ACF via e-mail,
info@acf.aw or call +297
585 1234 for more informa-

tion.
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Discover all the benefits that Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has to offer

itness Room

I.illllilll'_\ Room
"

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality service
in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apartments (46

Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites).

Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at affordable
daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished and non-
smoking. There is free WIFI on the premises and free infernational phone
calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-water pool, a fit-
ness room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside. Free parking. And

a security guard at night.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently located less than 1
mile from Aruba’s beautiful Eagle Beach, restaurants, hospital / phar-
macy, casino’s, 2 large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cinema and a

golf course.

Suites.

Marisellq,
Alec.]

Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas

SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11
miles southeast from Oran-
jestad you will enter the city
San Nicolas, also known as
Sunrise City or Chocolate
City. A city that is rich in
authentic culture and is-
land charm. San Nicolas is
Aruba’s second largest city
and was once a bustling
company town dominated
by the oil industry since the
early 1930's.

Over the course of four de-
its demographics

cades,

had changed immensely
due to astream of Afro-Cao-
ribbean and South Ameri-
can workers who came
to fill the jobs in the oil re-
finery between the 1920's
until the 1960’s. To this day
fraces of the multicultural
influences in culinary offer-
ings and customs, housing
and population are clearly
visible in San Nicolas —more
than anywhere else on the
island.

Flow of history
If you are looking for history
San Nicolas has it.

The Museum of Industry is
situated in the Water Tower
in San Nicolas and narrates
Aruba’s industrial history
which began in the 19th
century. Here you will learn

about gold, aloe, phos-
phate, oil and the tourism
industries which made San
Nicolas once a bustling

business center. Experi-
ence the touching stories
of those who were part of
this history.

So please, for your next trip to
Aruba book directly with us at
Aruba Quality Apartments &

Don't hesitate to contact us...
Aislinn,

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites
Tel: (297)-582-0697
WhatsApp: (297)-734-3008

Email:
info@arubaqualityapartments.com

Website:

www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Janigue &

Toll Free Calls from the USA & Cana-
da: 1-888-415-1095

Toll Free Calls from the Netherlands:
085-009-0218

Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 8am-
7pm. Saturday & Sunday: 9am-5pm.
Facebook: @qualityapartments

Instagram: aruba_quality_apts

> Loft Apartment

ITY APABPRIERTE

The Community Museum
holds a remarkable collec-
fion that spans millennia.
Ancient fossils stand next
to tableaus of an authen-
fically recreated colonial
kitchen and bedroom and
19th-century  barbershop,
just fo name a few of the
items of old-time Aruba
that has been preserved. A
collection of arfifacts and
other objects of artistic, cul-
fural, historical, or scientific
importance can be found
here for the purpose of ed-
ucation or enjoyment.

The new San Nicolas
In the shadow of the refin-

= .

ery, an art capital is quietly
beginning to grow. This is
the new San Nicolas, a
place that is starting to be-
come a magnet for all that
is young, cool and hip in
Aruba. Indeed, San Nicolas
has all of the ingredients of
an emerging cultural hub
— varied history, interesting
architecture, and, perhaps
most importantly, an urban
layout that makes it walk-
able. As you walk around,
the streets are silent but
the walls are loud, filled

with bright, colorful murals
painted by a collection
of artists from around the
world.(
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.
THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry

We're giving away
$50 Free Slot Play
to lucky slot and table
game players every

Ploy Respomibly. Visit www.gumbl ¥

30 minutes from
7pm to Midnight!

org if you or

you knew has o gombling problem,

Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

G/A(ea’z’km Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

ABC reacts to new Aruba Strategic Tourism Master Plan 2026-2031:
Sustainable policies demand proper representation from the beginning

Aruba Birdlife Conservation
(ABC) congratulates the
Government of Aruba and
Minister Wendrick Cicilia
on the initiative to develop
the Aruba Strategic Tour-
ism Master Plan 2026-2031.
A renewed tourism policy
is of great importance to
Aruba’s economic future,
quality of life and, equally
important, the protection
and recovery of our nature.

At the same time, ABC con-
siders it necessary to inform
the Aruban community

Best spots to

(Oranjestad)—What can
be more romantic than sur-
prising your partner with a
date watching the sunset?
Aruba’s sunset leave many
speechless, and luckily,
the best spots to view the
sunset are entirely acces-
sible and easy to find. Here
are some of the best plac-
es to view the sunset on the
island.

Cadlifornia Light House

Of course, being one of
the highest points easily
accessible to locals and
tourists, the California Light
House hill not only offers a
fremendous view of the
sunset, but also a breath
taking scenery of most of
the island. In the distance
you can spot all the hotels,
the western shoreline and
the wild waves that crash
on the northern side of the
island.

Manchebo & Eagle Beach

that our organization was
not invited to participate
in any of these strategic
dialogue sessions. Nor was
ABC consulted or asked to
provide inpuf, despite its
many years of experience
in  nature conservation,
habitat protection, envi-
ronmental education and
the relationship between
tfourism and Aruba’s natu-
ral environment.

This is particularly regret-
table because the an-
nouncement refers to the

participation of environ-
mental leaders. ABC is one
of Aruba’s most active no-
ture-conservation organi-
zations and has repeatedly
demonstrated that tourism
policy and natfure policy
cannot be developed sep-
arately.

We sincerely hope that
meaningful  consultation
with  ABC and other inde-
pendent nature organi-
zations will still take place
before the Tourism Master
Plan is finalized. Genuine
consultation must happen

view the sunset
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Speaking of the western
shoreline, the best spofts
for viewing the sunset on
the beach has fo be either
Manchebo Beach or af
Eagle Beach, which stretch
along the entire western
coast of the island. The
sunset on these beaches is
truly breathtaking; the sky
and ocean look so big and

e e
spacious, and paired with
the orange/pink hue of
the sunsetf, the white san-
dy beaches and the soft
sounds of waves crashing
it can only be described as

an experiencel

Arashi Beach
Another beach that has to
be considered as another

while plans can still be in-
fluenced, not only after the
principal decisions have al-
ready been made.

We therefore respectfully
ask for the public's under-
standing in advance. If
ABC determines that pro-
posed policies, projects
or decisions are not in the
best interests of Aruba’s na-
ture, protected species or
vulnerable habitats, ABC
may once again consider
it necessary to take appro-
priate action to have such

great spot to view the sun-
set. Arashi Beach is the last
beach you will find along
the western coast line, just
before you drive up the
hill fo the California Light
House. A favorite for surf-
ers and body boarders, the
Arashi sky stretches out for
miles, lending a spectacu-
lar canvas for the sun to

matters corrected.

This should not be inter-
preted as opposition to
progress. On the confrary,
ABC supports progress, but
progress that respects Aru-
ba’s laws, protects our nat-
ural heritage and secures
a healthy island for future
generations.

Aruba’s new fourism policy
can only be truly sustain-
able and regenerative
when nature is represented
at the table from the very

beginning.[]

create a masterpiece of
orange, pink and purple

Hooiberg Hill

These last two options are
for more active couples. If
you and your partner like to
hike, the Hooiberg Hill may
be a great place for you o
get your daily workout in
and enjoy a beautiful view
of the sunset and the island
as a little reward. Climb on
top the 587-step stairs and
reach the top to enjoy this
incredible scenery.

Casibari Rock Formation

If you're a rock climber,
you might enjoy watch-
ing the sunset on fop of
the Casibari Rock Forma-
fion. It's no Yosemite, but it
does offer a fun little exer-
cise to get to the top. But if
you prefer not to get your
hands a little dirty, you can
always use the stairs in the
back.hue.ld
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Aruba’s kite flying tradition

(Oranjestad)—Every vyear
for King’s Day, Arubans
gather with friends and fam-
ily to fly kites. Big or small,
paper or plastic, blue skies
fill up with these colorful fly-
ing contraptions, brighten-
ing our yearly celebration
of the Dutch Monarch.

The tradition of flying kites
starts at home in the weeks
leading up fo King's Day.
These kites were tradition-
ally made with things found
in the nearby mondi* andin
the kitchen at home. Using
dried up cactus sticks for

the frame, old news papers,
and glue made from flour,
water and salf fo dry faster
(some people even use
cornstarch slurry as glue),
kids usually make their own
kites with their friends, par-
ents or other close family
members. Tails are made

from old bed sheets, ripped
and fied together to create
a long string of fabric trail-
ing behind the back end
of the kite. To finish off the
process, people used fish
lines or thin rope to fie three
corners of the kite together.
Another long string of rope
is tied in the knotted center
and bundled up, used to
steer the kite as it flies in the
air. Decoratfing the kite was
especially important, and
children would use paint
to create their own design-
sthe more colorful, the bet-
ter!

Origin of Papiamento- Aruba’s native language

™

ORANJESTAD

Papia-
mento, Creole language of
ABC (Aruba, Bonaire and
Curacao) is from the Cape

Verdean Creole family
(Cape Verdean language)
and was taken to the Ca-
ribbean in the 9th century
by the Cape Verdeans
of that time (linings and
slaves), experts in cane
culture and sugar produc-
tion, and who were hired
by Jewish entrepreneurs
who went to invest in this
business in the Caribbean.
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Cape Verdeans taught
this pre-industrial revolu-
tion technology (planting
cane and producing sug-
ar, which they had learned
from Madeirans) to slaves
from other African re-
gions, and did so in their
language, Cape Verde
Creole (Cape Verdean
language) , hence the lan-
guage implanted in Aruba,
Bonaire and Curacao.

Unlike many interesting
stories, wanting to link Pa-

piamento directly to Por-
tuguese, Galician or Cas-
tilian (see Papiamento, on
Wikipedia - Porfuguese
version and Spanish ver-
sion, where the Portuguese
and Spanish, each claim
the direct origin of Papia-
mento), in fact, this is not
frue. Papiamento is not di-
rect from Portuguese, Gali-
cian or Castilian, it is from
the Cape Verde Creole
family (Cape Verdean lan-
guage). You can see this
best when it's saying ob-
scene words and offend-
ing someone, precisely as
they say today in both ABC
and Cape Verde islands.
The obscene words kept
the original, had no lexi-
cal influence either from
Castilian or Dutch. Also the
Papi Cristang of Malac-
ca, the Patud of Macau,
and several creoles from
the east (from Daman, Sri
Lanka, Myanmar, Philip-
pines, Indonesia) and Af-
rica (Casamanca, Guinea
Bissau, Sierra Leone and
Nigeria, these last two re-

leases to the English), all
originated in the Creole
of Cabo Verde (Cape
Verdean language), which
was the French language
spoken in Porfuguese feito-
ries on the coast of Africa
(from Senegal to Sierra
Leone), and which was
taken east by the thou-
sands of cable — Verdeans
(linings and slaves, already
Christianized and speak-
ing Creole) who served
as sailors and “slaves of
arms” in Portuguese cara-
vels, demanding the east.
| don’'t know why the offi-
cial history of Portugal usu-
ally omits this fact, which
is in the chronicles of the
quinrentist chroniclers, but
which we never saw in the
history of Portugal that we
study from primary educao-
tion to higher education.
However, it has always
been tried to deceive us,
in colonial time, that we
were descendants of Viria-
to (Iberian hero in the fight
against the Romans) and
the pastors of the Hermini

People usually fly their kites
in big open fields, like emp-
ty soccer and baseball
fields found all around the
island around noon, when
the sun is at its brightest.
In the past few years, kite
flying has become a sport
in which groups of people
would battle against each
other to see whose kite is
the biggest, the prettiest,
and whose could fly flaw-
lessly and longer in the

air.

*Mondi: Aruban woods.

Mountains, but not much
speaking of our black-Afri-
can ancestry.

We Cape Verdeans un-
derstand each other very
well with these Anfillans
and Easterns, whose lan-
guage is from the same
Creole family of Cape
Verde (Cape Verdean
language), speaking their
Creole and we ours. There-
fore, Papiamento, Papi
Cristang, Patud Macaense
and the creoles, said of
Portuguese origin, Daman,
India, Sri Lanka, Myanmarr,
some locations in the Phil-
ippines and some places
in Indonesia, are creoles
of the language family
Cape Verde Creole (Cape
Verdean language) and
indirectly the Galaico-
Duriense or Galaico-Por-
tuguese, a language that
the people spoke in Portu-
gal in the é6th and 7th cen-

tury.

Source: Dushi Aruba
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The district of Savaneta: A quick history guide to the island’s first capital

(Oranjestad)—Before
Oranjestad became the
island nation’s capital,
Aruba'’s first capital was the
district of Savaneta. Here
is where the cultural iden-
tity of Aruba was born, and
from where the rest of the
island developed into what
it is today.

Savaneta is said to have
been the first place where
the Caquetio inhabitants
first stepped foot on the
island. Though there isn't
hard evidence to back this
up, but considering the leg-
end of the Cacique Arug,
it is believed that there
were dlready movements
on Aruba and Savanetaar-
ound 88 AD.

The Caquetios probably
made their way to the is-
land either from Venezuelaq,
Colombia or other Carib-
bean islands in the region,
but with good weather it
was relatively easy for them
to travel back and forth in
their canoes. So, since the
Caquetios discovered the
island, Aruba found her first
form of civilization.

It wasn't unfil 1499 when
Aruba met another group
of people who set foof on
the island: the Spanish ex-
plorer Alonso de Ojeda. De
Ojeda first took noftice of
Aruba off the coast of Ven-
ezuela, during his explora-
tion of the Latin American
country. This was on Au-
gust 9th, 1499. However,
de Ojeda didn't actually
sail to the island fill 4 days
later, on August 23rd, 1499.
This was the beginning of
the Spanish era on Aruba
(1499-1636).

Alonso usually didn’'t stop
at every island or land he

saw, especially not in the
Caribbean. He would of-
ten take notice of land
from afar and confinue
sailing. However, Aruba
was an exception. He had
heard that there were
“quebracho”(Kibrahacha)
frees on the island, which
were commonly used to
produce dye or paint. But
since these frees could not
be found in Savaneta, he
contfinued to search in the
area of what is now known
as Santa Cruz. The best
way to fransport the tree
barks was via a route pass-
ing through Savaneta, and
so the first road between
Savaneta and Santa Cruz
was made.

The Dutch colonial era
(1636-1805)

During the 80-year war
between The Netherlands
and Spain, Dutch explor-
ers and merchants began
fo travel to the ABC is-
lands. Once they landed in
Aruba, they deported the
small Arawakan and Span-
ish community that was liv-
ing on the island. This was
the beginning of coloniza-
fion of the ABC islands by
the Dutch empire. Around
the same, the West Indian
Company (WIC) was born.
Bonaire and Curacao were
mostly used for plantations,
where the Dutch had trans-
ported slaves from Africa.

o
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Aruba, on the other hand,
was mostly used to raise
cattle and to house the
haring factory. The Dutch
had often forced the indig-
enous community fo work
for them.

In 1636, when the Nether-
lands won the war against
Spain, the country surren-
dered the islands to the
Dutch.

The Dutch administration
appointed  the island’s
first commander, an lrish
man named N. Williams.

Because the Dutch were
interested in other Carib-
bean islands and counftries
in South America, they im-
ported Dutch merchants
and business men, all of
whom resided in Savaneta.
This way, Savaneta official-
ly became the island’s first
capital.

However, at the end of
the 18th century, the com-
mander at the fime, J.R.
Lauffer, moved his office to
what is now “Horse Bay” in
Oranjestad. Because the
highest office on the island
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moved away from Sava-
neta, the capital lost its title
to what was called then
Playa.

How Savaneta got its name
The name Savaneta prob-
ably has a Spanish ori-
gin. It was said that when
the Spanish climbed a hill
called Yara, they saw that
the area was mostly open
and had no big trees. In
Spanish, such aland areais
called a “sabana™.

Because of its land surface,
Savaneta was a great
place to construct cattle
farms. From here, the farm-
er culture on Aruba was
born. Before the Aruban
Gold Rush and the con-
struction of the Refinery in
San Nicolas, most residents
were farmers, and Sava-
neta had many inhabit-
ants that farmed fruits and
vegetables. They also con-
finued the tradition of rais-
ing cafttle, like goat, sheep,
pigs and horses. Savaneta
was one of the first places
on the island to have a
general farming culture.
From this culture, many oth-
er traditions were born, like
the Dera Gay Holiday that
we celebrate every year
on June 24th.[1

Source: Historia di Savane-
ta (History of Savaneta) by
Adolf “Dufi” Kock.



AZ|SERVICE
FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER 2026

a4 — T =\
CIA|B[I|T FIO/AM
CROSSWORD AlRUB/AJMV I |L|[NE
By THOMAS JOSEPH ElalelalwBlE viiltia
ACROSS DOWN o/m/a RIMs|[T/E|V E|N
1. Boarded FlaelT o/aAllElss
6. Opera 1.Yakitup  [Fli|lo/R|E/L|L|O
cheer 2. Refiner’s clola/xIL 15T
11. Bakery supply HIAM[1|L|T|O[N
come-on 3. Frat s|e[clR ulE
12. Swift gathering T|S 1lpls
13. Produce 4. Troubling E NIEIT
14. Without sign A A G|E|L
break 5.Merchant [R|E|N|O PlA/s S |E
15. Counter- of music Yesterday’s answer
part 6. Worry
17. Tentative 7. Chimed 22. Fitfora  35. Bathroom,
taste 8. Gorilla or king informally
19. Blazed a  gibbon 24, HST 36. Penny
trail 9. Coq au -- follower prez
20. Nasty 10. Unmatch- 25. Soloin  37. Films,
dog ed space slangily
23. National 16. Crude 27.Boxer’s  39. Campaign
park in sheds deliveries pro

31.5, M, L, 40. Low digit
and XL 37. Films,

33. Created slangily

26. Outdoor 20. Bridge 34. Sentry’s  39. Campaign
gathering gathering command pro

28. Pot start- 21. Extreme 40. Low digit
er

29. Frozen
plain T 2

30. Pig’s
digs

31. Junior, to 5 16
senior

32. Buddy

33. Violinist 3 24
Elman

35. Bolivian |*
city

38. Brother

of Groucho |

and Chico

41. Tolerate

42. Rocker
John

43. Puzzles

44, Flair

Maine  17. Long tales
25. Ring of  18. Defeatist’s
light words

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

AXYDLBAAXR

is LONGFELLOW
One letter stands foranother. In this sample, A is used
for three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are
all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
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NGWSRK!

CRYPTOQUOTE

S Z R B GKIJ G W

OGWGKD, FKJ SZR FGO GW

BGNJ BGSZ NRFTRW, BR ZFTR

ZFJ XMO WMVVRO RTRKGKOW.

KXB LXO XQSXPRO RTRW!

~—-ZMVPROS BXNLR

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: DON’T THREATHEN ME
WITH LOVE, BABY. LET’S JUST GO WALKING IN
THE RAIN. --- BILLIE HOLIDAY

\_ J

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba’s visitors.

Electrical power

%

Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply
voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estalb-
lishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows
through the sinks of every

house, hotels and other
establishments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO's international
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need fo
buy bottled water from the
store.

Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

Safety

Since February 2024, Aruba
has been categorized as
the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe.

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or
10pm, Monday through
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SUDOKU

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.

King Classic Sudoku
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Glacier 3000 resort above Les Diablerets shows the Tsanfleuron Pass free of the ice which separates Scex Rouge Glacier (C/L) and
Tsanfleuron Glacier (C/R) that covered it for at least 2,000 years and the same view (R) on September 6, 2026, after the thick layer
of ice that has covered a Swiss mountain pass between Scex Rouge glacier and Tsanfleuron glacier since at least the Roman era
has melted away completely.

‘Catastrophic’: Swiss glaciers lose fifth of mass in five years

Les Diablerets, Switzerland
Switzerland'’s glaciers,
which are disproportion-
ately impacted by climate
change, have lost nearly
20 percent of their mass
in five years, experts said
Thursday, with 2026 regis-
tering the second-biggest
melt on record.

Swiss glaciers saw 5.5 per-
cent of their volume melt
away this year, the Glacier
Monitoring in Switzerland
(GLAMQOS) network found
in a new study, published
after a record hot summer
preceded by a winter with
little snowfall.

“The glaciers this year have
lost enormous quantities of
ice,” said GLAMOS chief
Matthias Huss, describing
2026 as “a catastrophic
year”.

Perched on the Scex
Rouge glacier, at an alti-
tfude of nearly 3,000 me-
fres, he gazed across the
landscape in despair.

“This is a glacier that isn't
surviving,” he said.

“There will be probably
no ice in 10 or maybe 15
years.”

He carefully dismantled the
four-metre-long aluminium

measurement stake in-
serted at the centre of the
glacier.

In late July, when it was in-
stalled, it was completely
embedded, but now more
than three metres protrude
from the grey surface of
the ice.

“It's not that we are sur-
prised, because we know
how fast the glaciers are

melting,” Huss said.

“But fo see the colours of
the mountains where there
is no snow left, there is just
these rocks and these dark
glaciers that are a relic
from the past... it's just in-
credible.”

Between 2022 and 2026,
the melt rate at Switzer-
land’s glaciers was “more
than twice as high as in
any previously monitored
five-year period”, the GLA-
MOS report said, nofing an
ice volume loss of almost
20 percent since 2021.
While Switzerland’s glaciers
have long been shrinking,
the melt has recently sped
up dramatically.

While 10 percent of Swiss
ice volume disappeared
between 1990 and 2000,
27 percent was lost in the
past 10 years, the report
showed.

GLAMOS based its find-
ings on extensive measure-
ments at 23 reference glo-
ciers in September, which it
extrapolated to the nearly
1,300 glacial formations sfill
found in Switzerland.

- ‘No chance of surviving’ -
The report comes after a
summer where the months
of June, July and August
were each the hottest ever
recorded in Switzerland
since measurements be-
gan in 1864, according to
the Swiss Federal Office of
Meteorology and Climatol-
ogy.

This year, the protective
snow cover on the glaciers
had already partially dis-
appeared during the June
heatwaves, and had com-
pletely disappeared by
September, even at high
altitudes, GLAMOS said.]

HEALTH
DOCTOR ON
DUTY
Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 527 4000 Tel. 524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Eagle
Tel. 587 9011

San Nicolas: Seroe Preto
Tel. 584 5794

OTHER

Dental Clinic

587 9850

Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 588 0539

CLASSIFIEDS

Time share resales

Want to sell your Time -Share
In Aruba ? Call the expert !

40 years doing business on the
islands

Do all legal transaction

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle Beach

2 BR 3 bath

4 th Floor ocean view
Price :$1,250,000

Call :011-297 -630-1307

Property land

At Tanki leendert

683 m2 with fenced and septic
Tank

Price :$300,000

Call :011-297-6301307

Marriott Surf club
Palm beach

3 BR 3 bath Ocean view
Gold season

Price :$25,000

Call :011-297-630-1307

Marriott Surf club

Palm beach

2 BR 2 bath ocean side
Gold season

Price :$ 15,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott surf club

Palm beach

2 BR 2 bath ocean view

Gold season

Price :$14,000

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
220939

Police Oranjestad

527 3140
527 3200

Police Noord

Ambulance M
Fire Depl . cnvnd i
Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof.Taxi .. 588 0035
TaxiD.T.S. .o 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

Aruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Against Domestic Violence(FCVR)
Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes

Jel. 524 8888 i
Child Abuse Prevention

Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

GENERAL INFO

Phone Directory  _.....Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Meta launches camera-free Al glasses amid privacy pushback

Menlo Park, United States
Meta unveiled several new
wearables powered by its
Al models on Wednesday,
including an audio-only,
camera-free version of ifs
smart glasses, amid global
concerns about privacy
and the fiming of women
and girls without their con-
sent.

CEO Mark Zuckerberg an-
nounced the new lineup of
glasses at the social media
giant’s annual Connect
conference at its Menlo
Park headquarters, where
he also touted the com-
pany’'s new personal arti-
ficial inteligence assistant,
Muse.

“There are almost 2 billion
people in the world who
wear glasses today... and
we think that in the com-
ing years, most of these
are going to get upgraded
to Al glasses,” Zuckerberg
fold the audience of de-
velopers and executives.
Muse will be “the center-
piece of our vision,” Zuck-
erberg said.

The audio-only glasses will
ship on October 13 and

JANERC/ESVAN
—

TsSDAY.

X
[ —

Editor
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V.
Aruba Bank N.V.Acc.#332668
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V.
Acc.#23951903
RBCRoyal Bank Acc.#1330772

Editors
Pilar Flores
Richard Brooks
Angenette Figuereo
Oriana Geerman

Sales

Mark Gomes
Sulaika Croes

Classifieds
classified@cspnv.com
Distribution and Collection

accounting@bondia.com

Social / Website

Juan Luis Pinto

Weststraat 22
T: 582-7800
E: news@arubatoday.com

W: www.arubatoday.com
3 @ArubaTodayNews

0Q Meta Glasses
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Meta’s Ray-Ban Glasses on display in an electronic store on August 10, 2026 in Downtown

Brooklyn in New York City.

start at $349. They arrive
amid growing questions
worldwide about privacy
violations from finy cam-
eras on glasses and other

wearables, which crifics
have dubbed “pervert”
glasses.

Smart glasses let wearers
take photos, film videos, lis-
fen to music, make phone
calls, franslate text or inter-
act with an Al assistant.

The audio-only versions will

complement the release
of dozens of new smart
glasses models that keep
the photo and video film-
ing opftion.

Building in privacy features
such as arecording indica-
torlightis “really important,”
Meta's vice president of Al
product, Vishal Shah, told
AFP on Wednesday.

“We wanted people to
clearly understand that this

was something that was
recording, and we've only
made that light more ex-
plicit over time,” Shah said.
“We said a lot about
that when the glasses first
launched, and | think we
probably need to keep re-
peating that more than we
have been more recently
because none of that's
changed,” he added.

With  nearly four billion
monthly active users across

its ecosystem, Meta is bet-
fing that wearables like
smart glasses can become
an easy entry point for peo-
ple to use its Al software.
Meta launched its first
smart glasses in 2021, and
last year unveiled “display”
glasses that project images
onto the lens.

Earlier this year, the com-
pany released its own
Meta-branded Al glasses,
separate from its partner-
ship with eyewear maker
EssilorLuxofttica, which pro-
duces several Ray-Ban and
Oakley Meta models.

Meta also announced sev-
eral new styles of its flagship
Meta Ray-Ban glasses. The
display version, priced from
$799, will soon be available
in new markets including
Britain, France, lItaly, Ger-
many and Canada.

The company will also soon
launch mixed reality glass-
es that are much lighter
than its earlier Quest VR
headsets.

Called Meta VR Glasses,
they are powered by an
external battery and mem-
ory pack tethered by a
cord, allowing the headset
itself to be lighter.
Zuckerberg said the glasses
weigh about as much as a

Rogue OpenAl agents covered up their tracks,

report says

SanFrancisco, United States

Artificial infeligence
agents  developed by
OpenAl fried to erase

traces of their activity after
gaining unauthorized ac-
cess to government web-
sites, according to a report
published Thursday.
Cybersecurity firm Asym-
meftric Security analyzed
the activity of the agents
Al programs capable
of acting autonomously
which targeted Australian
government websites and
other public bodies be-
tween March and Septem-
ber.

Asymmetric said it could
not defermine whether the
agents’ cover-up was de-
liberate.

The report adds to inves-
tigations by OpenAl and
independent researchers
info a series of incidents dis-

closed since July, including
the hacking of Al platform
Hugging Face.
OpenAlitself described the
attack on Hugging Face as
the first of its kind.

These analyses aim to
gauge the capabilities of
autonomous Al fools, as
their lapses fuel fears of los-
ing confrol over the fech-
nology.

According to Asymmetric,
the agents were able to
refine their techniques in a
matter of days, a process
that typically takes fradi-
tional hackers months or
even years.

The incidents reviewed in
the report appear fo have
begun with  “innocent
tasks,” such as gathering
Australian  health  statis-
fics, which then went off
course.

“Most of the activity we've
reviewed so far involved
routine research tasks, such
as accessing public web
content to answer ques-
tions,” an OpenAl spokes-
person told AFP.

“Some involved govern-
ment websites because
our models often turn
fo them as authoritative
sources of public informa-
fion.”

Asymmetric’s report found,
however, that the agents
opened private accounts
on a website analytics ser-
vice, which concealed
their searches, and creat-
ed temporary email inbox-
es, one of which was sef to
self-delete after 48 hours.
OpenAl acknowledged in
late August that its mod-
els had sometimes ftried,
unsuccessfully, to erase or
modify their own activity

logs during internal tests.
The incidents have ampli-
fied calls to slow Al devel-
opment, most notably from
Anthropic CEO Dario Amo-
dei, who wrote last month
that he feared swarms of
agents “taking over the
enfire internet.”

But there is no consen-
sus within the industry or
among regulaftors on how
to proceed.

The Trump administration
opposes any binding reg-
ulation that could hinder
innovation, amid fierce
competition with China.
On Tuesday, President
Donald Trump met with
tech executives, who ad-
opted a voluntary code
of conduct. No federal
law specifically governs
these models in the United
States.]
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Cody Bellinger #35 of the New York Yankees watches his three-run home run against the Boston
Red Sox during the sixth inning in game two of the American League Wild Card Series at Yankee
Stadium on September 30, 2026 in the Bronx borough of New York City.

Yankees, White Sox, Padres advance,
Phillies survive in MLB playoffs

New York, United States
The New York Yankees,
Chicago White Sox and
San Diego Padres powered
info the second round of
the Major League Baseball
playoffs on Wednesday
as the Philadelphia Phillies
produced a late home-run
bombardment to stay alive
against the Atlanta Braves.
The Yankees wrapped up
a 2-0 wildcard series over
the Boston Red Sox with an
emphatic 9-2 win at Yan-
kee Stadium and will face
top seeds Tampa Bay in the
next round.

The White Sox -- who re-
ceived a letter of support
from lifelong fan Pope Leo
XIV before their series with
Houston -- fended off a
spirited Astfros to win 7-3 in
Texas.

But the Chicago Cubs saw
their season come to an
abrupt halt in California as
the San Diego Padres com-
pleted a 2-0 series sweep
with a 4-1 victory at Petco
Park.

Philadelphia meanwhile
came from behind fo
snatch a 4-3 exiro-inning
victory over the Braves in
Atlanta that squared their
series at one apiece, with
the decider on Thursday.

Chicago’s defeat of the

Astros was the latest stop
on what has been a re-
markable turnaround for
the club, who suffered 100
defeats or more in three
consecutive  campaigns
before this season.

Chase Meidroth’s three-run
homer sealed victory for
the White Sox, who will face
Cleveland in the American
League division series.
“That's everything, man.
Coming through for the
guys, there’s no beftter feel-
ing in the world,” said Mei-
droth.

After racing info an early
4-0 lead, Chicago saw
Houston close fo within a
run after solo homers from
Jeremy Pena, Cam Smith
and Jose Altuve each wal-
loped solo home runs in the
first, second and fourth in-
nings.

But Meidroth's three-run
blast snuffed out the Astros
fightback.

The Yankees followed up
their 9-0 defeat of Boston
on Tuesday with another
thumping win in the Bronx
to set up their division series
duel with Tampa Bay.

Ouftfielder Cody Bellinger
produced the moment of
the match, launching a
three-run homer-runin a six-
run sixth inning that put the

Yankees into an 8-1 lead.

- ‘Great win’ -

Philadelphia stayed afloat
after their thriling 4-3 de-
feat of Atlanta.

In a dramatic comeback,
Kyle Schwarber and Bryce
Harper hit back-to-back
homers in the eighth fo
equalize before  Alec
Bohm's game-winning
home run in the 10th inning.
“I don't really know what
happened,” Bohm said. “I
was trying to pull the ball to
the foul pole and | hit it to
right field so I'll take it.”

The series winner plays the
reigning MLB champion
Los Angeles Dodgers in a
best-of-five series starting
Saturday. Phillies outfielder
Harper, who fluffed a rou-
tine catch in the seventh
inning allowing Atlanta fo
seize the lead, found re-
demption in the eighth.
Harper followed
Schwarber’'s  homer  off
Dylan Lee with his own solo
shot to level at 3-3 and the
game went fo extra innings
to set up Bohm's winner.

In the late game on Thurs-
day, San Diego advanced
to a best-of-five series
against the top-ranked Mil-
waukee Brewers with a clin-
ical defeat of the Chicago
Cubs..

Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz plays a shot to USA's Alex Michelsen
during their men’s singles tennis match at the ATP Tour Japan
Open Tennis Championships at the Ariake Tennis Forest Park
in Tokyo on October 1, 2026.

Alcaraz begins Japan
Open defense with win over
Michelsen

Tokyo, Japan

Carlos Alcaraz began his defense of the Japan Open
title with a battling 7-6 (7/1), 4-6, 6-1 win over Alex Mi-
chelsen in Tokyo on Thursday.

The Spanish world number three struggled fo find his
rhythm early on, spraying shots long or into the net as
the big-serving American stayed aggressive.

He pulled away in the tie-break but was pinned back
in the second set, with Michelsen, ranked 34th, gaining
parity after a marathon 10th game.

Going into the third set, though, the seven-time Grand
Slam champion suddenly found form, mixing a barrage
of blistering aces with delicate volleys to nullify his op-
ponent's threat.

It was ulfimately a heartening performance for Alcaraz,
who only returned to action at the US Open in August
after a four-month injury layoff.

He said it tfook time to adjust to the open-roofed main
court after practicing indoors earlier in the day.

“Going on the central court, | felt a totally different
game, different conditions, different everything. So | just
tfried to play my best,” he said.

“I'm happy to get the win at the end but I'm a little bit
unhappy about my level.”

Alcaraz will play Italy's Matteo Arnaldi, ranked 37th, in
the next round.

Earlier, second-seeded Frances Tiafoe cruised past Kei
Nishikori 6-4, 6-4 in the beloved home star’s final career
match.

Nishikori, Asia’s most decorated men's tennis player,
said in May he was calling time on a career that might
have taken him to the pinnacle of the game were it not
for persistent injury.

“I am happy that in my spirit | remained competitive until
the end,” he said in an emotional post-match ceremo-
ny.

In other matches, Spanish qualifier Jaume Munar upset
third-seeded Taylor Fritz, the 2022 champion, 7-6 (9/7),
4-6, 6-3.

Sixth seed Casper Ruud also crashed out fo Luciano
Darderi of Italy, 7-6 (7/3)., 6-3.

And fifth-seeded American Brandon Nakashima also
left the tournament with a 6-3, 6-2 defeat to Frenchman
Ugo Humbert.(d
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Ronaldo’s Portugal future in doubt after walkout

Copenhagen, Denmark
The international future of
Portugal superstar Cristiano
Ronaldo hung in the bal-
ance after the 41-year-old
walked out on the squad
afterlearning that he would
not start the game against
Denmark on Thursday.
Ronaldo announced late
on Wednesday that he had
left the team, shortly after a
press conference in which
coach Jorge Jesus con-
firmed the five-time Ballon
d'Or winner would be left
out of his starting line-up for
a second consecutive Na-
tions League game.

The former Real Madrid
forward had been due to
frain with his feammates
at the Parken Stadium on
the eve of the game, but
walked out following the
announcement by Jesus.
“Following the national
team coach’s press confer-
ence, and after having a
conversation with the Por-
tuguese Football Federa-
tion president, | decided to
leave the natfional team'’s
fraining camp,” Ronaldo
wrote on Instagram.

He had already spent the
entirety of Sunday’s 2-1 Na-
tions League win in Norway
on the bench, having cap-
tained the side in the 1-0
home victory over Wales
last Thursday.

Ronaldo appeared to indi-
cate that the reasons be-
hind Jesus's decision ran
deeper, and hinfed at a
departure from the nation-
al feam he has graced for
more than two decades.

Portugal’s forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo waves to fans as he arrives for a training session at Parken
stadium in Copenhagen, Denmark, on September 30, 2026, on the eve of their Nations League

Group A4 match against Denmark.

“In due course, | will tell the
fruth to all the Portuguese
people about my reasons
for leaving the national
team, to which | have al-
ways been dedicated,”
Ronaldo said.

“Now is time to wish good
luck to Portugal and to all
my team-mates, without
exception.”

Spanish sports daily Marca
said that Jesus and Portu-
guese federation president
Pedro Proenca followed
Ronaldo to Copenhagen
airport in an afttempt to
persuade him to stay with
the squad, before the play-
er boarded his private jet.
Jesus insisted earlier on
Wednesday that there
was no rift between him
and Ronaldo, although the

72-year-old, who was ap-

The game in Oslo was the

on. It's nothing to make a
fuss about,” Jesus insisted.
“Preparatfion for the two
matches against Denmark
and Norway... continue
as planned with the 24 re-
maining squad members,”
the Portuguese federation
said after Ronaldo’s depar-
ture.

“The entire delegation re-
mains totally focused on
the national feam'’s next fix-
fures and on achieving the
established objectives.”
Jesus declined to comment
on the situation ahead of
kick-off in Copenhagen on
Thursday.

“Today is match day. lwant
to focus on the match,” he
fold Portuguese broadcast-
er RTP, adding: “After that,
we'll definitely have fime to
talk about” the maftter.

There were reports that

pointed in July, acknowl-
edged that his captain was
disappointed to remain on
the bench against Norway.
The news sparked a wave
of memes on social me-
dia and a furious backlash
from Ronaldo’s sister, EIma
Aveiro.

“They don't deserve to
have the best of anything,”
she said about the Porfu-
guese people on Insta-
gram.

"We are envious, scornful,
and ignorant, and we de-
serve to return to the medi-
ocrity that defined us in the
pre-CR7 era of football,”
she added, using his nick-
name.

- ‘Nothing to make a fuss
about’ -

first time since November
2024 that Ronaldo had not
featured for Portugal while
not being either injured or

suspended.
“There was no incident
whatsoever,” Jesus, who

coached Ronaldo at Saudi
club Al-Nassr for a year, in-
sisted after that match.
“Any player and | was a
player myself... when you
spend 20 or 30 minutes
warming up and then don't
get on... no one is happy
about that,” Jesus added
on Wednesday.

The Portuguese coach also
said that he had fold Ron-
aldo before the match that
he might bring him on as a
substitute.

“Afterwards, as coach, |
decided not to bring him

Portuguese Prime Minister
Luis Montenegro had even
discussed the issue of Ron-
aldo’s involvement with the
coach on Wednesday.
Jesus said earlier in the day
that against Denmark he
again intended to start AC
Milan striker Goncalo Ra-
mos, who scored the win-
ner in Norway.

Regarding Ronaldo, he
said: “If | need him, he'll
come on. If | don't need
him, he won't.”

Ronaldo recently  an-
nounced that this would
“probably (be) my last year
in football”.

He is Porfugal’'s lead-
ing goalscorer and
most  capped player,
with 146 goals in 234

appearances..

Steelers ship disgruntled defender Porter to Cowboys
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Joey Porter Jr. #24 of the Pittsburgh Steelers reacts during
the second quarter against the Baltimore Ravens at Acrisure
Stadium on January 04, 20246 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Washington, United States

Dallas coach Brian Schottenheimer hopes
cornerback Joey Porter Jr. can suit up for
the Cowboys' NFL clash with Houston on
Sunday, days after arriving in a trade from
the Pittsburgh Steelers.

The Steelers finally seftled their conten-
tious confract dispute with Porter -- who
has yet to play this season -- by shipping
him to the Cowboys in exchange for two
future draft picks.

Schottenheimer told reporters on Thurs-
day that the newly arrived Porter -- who
sat out all of fraining camp and the pre-
season after reporting he had aggravat-
ed a back injury *“moved around good”
in a “positive” first practice with his new
team.

News of the frade had surfaced Wednes-
day night. The deal ends a months-long
standoff between Porter and the Steel-
ers over a contract extension for the 2023
second-round draft pick, who was inac-
tive for the first three games of the season.
The 26-year-old has played in 47 career
games, starting in 41, with 165 tackles, 31
pass breakups and three interceptions.
The Cowboys hope he can fill the void left
by injuries fo Cobie Durant and Shavon
Revel.

The Cowboys host the Texans on Sunday
aiming to bounce back from a demoral-
izing loss to Baltimore in Rio de Janeiro,
where the Ravens won 34-31 on a last-
gasp field goal from Tyler Loop.d



