Thursday

August 27, 2026

T: 582-7800

www.arubatoday.com

facebook.com/arubatoday
® instagram.com/arubatoday

Aruba’s ONLY English Vacation Newspaper

7 ; Ll

2,000,000 Summer Point Giveaway - 20 Winners Daily

|
Bonus 4-Card BINGO
starting at 1pm!
$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play

S,500 fin Caslh

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $200

Additional $500 Cash Prize in our
Meonthly Early Bird Drawing when you
purchase your card before noan!
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CASINO AND SHOPS

QA(GQZZ?’QT‘C? Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

Ploy Responsibly. Visil www.gamblersanomnymous.org if you or someane you knew has a gombling problem.

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Aunfie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavers | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar
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As Canada takes on U.S. tariffs, what's behind the David and

Goliath fight?

Washington, United States
The United States and Can-
ada have plunged into a
frade war as Ottawa stands
its ground in the face of
President Donald Trump's
latest tariffs, taking on the
world’s largest economy.
Washington slams its long-
fime ally as the only frad-
ing partner besides China
to retaliate against Trump’'s
duties. But Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney said:
“You're at war when you
get attacked. We got at-
tacked.”

As new 50-percent U.S.
tariffs took effect on $20
billion in Canadian goods
Saturday, Ottawa set out a
“dollar-for-dollar” response
Tuesday.

How much pain tolerance
does each country have?

- How do the economies
compare? -

The United States has a
GDP of $32.5 trillion, in con-
trast with Canada’s $2.5 tril-
lion.

“This is not an equal fight,”
Christian Lawrence of Rao-
bobank told AFP. “Exports
to the U.S. are 25 percent
of Canada’s GDP.”

The United States is by far
Canada’s biggest trading
partner.

U.S. goods imports from
Canada were just 11.5 per-
cent of its total over the
first half of 2026, although
this outpaced imports from
China.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney speaks at a press conference in Oitawa, Ontario, on
August 22, 2024 after frade talks with the U.S. collapsed.

Canada'’s imports from the
United States, meanwhile,
represented 58 percent of
its overall figure.

- Who has more to lose? -
Hit by Trump’s tariffs, Can-
ada’s economy has been
recovering after contract-
ing in late 2025.

“Canada cannot decou-
ple from the UJS."” Law-
rence added. But it pro-
vides important goods fo
the US.

The ‘“stagflationary  im-
pulses from weaker foreign
demand and higher do-
mestic prices are going to
be disproportionately felt

by Canada,” warned ING
chief international econo-
mist James Knightley.
Stagflation refers to a situ-
ation of slow economic
growth, rising costs and el-
evated unemployment.
New U.S. tariffs likely have
a limited impact on eco-
nomic growth, but profes-
sor Trevor Tombe of the
University of Calgary esti-
mates they could put near-
ly 90,000 Canadian jobs at
risk.

Still,  Canada’s  Finance
Minister  Francois-Philippe
Champagne toufed his
counftry’s strong credit rat-
ing and *“fiscal discipline,”

saying it can support work-
ers and firms as long as
needed.

- What leverage does Can-
ada have? -

Canada is an important
supplier of energy and pot-
ash to the United States,
which has avoided harsh
tariffs on both types of
products.

The Fertilizer Institute esti-
mated last year that 85 per-
cent of U.S. potash imports,
key to American farmers,
came from Canada.

Most of U.S.-Canada ener-
gy frade value meanwhile

comes from U.S. energy im-
ports from Canada, at $111
billion in 2025, according to
an analysis by the US Ener-
gy Information Administra-
tion. U.S. energy exports to
Canada totaled $26 billion
last year.

And both counfries have
deeply integrated supply
chains.

The Canadian Chamber of
Commerce estimated last
year that over 60 percent
of goods the United States
imports from Canada are
infermediate goods like
lumber, oil and steel which
are used to make other
products.

- Where will the U.S. feel the
pain? -

U.S. importing businesses,
particularly those close to
the Canadian border, will
likely feel the pinch from
higher costs, Knightley of
ING said.

Canadian provinces' re-
moval of U.S. alcohol from
liguor stores also saw ex-
ports of U.S. spirits drop by
over 70 percent.

Similarly, Canadian  visi-
tfor numbers to the United
States plunged more than
25 percent from 2024 to
2025, Knightley noted.

This has weighed on leisure
and hospitality  employ-
ment in U.S. border com-
munities, found Philip Luck
of the Center for Strategic
and International Studies.[

CIA director was on ‘semi-routine’ mission in Moscow: Trump

b 1

CIA Director John Ratcliffe exits the West Wing at the conclusion
of a Freedom 250 Grand Prix showcase on West Executive
Avenue between the West Wing of the White House and the
Eisenhower Executive Office Building on July 13, 2026 in
Washington, DC.

Washington, United States

U.S. President Donald Trump said Wednes-
day that CIA Director John Raftcliffe’s visit
to Moscow was “semi-routine,” while im-
plying that the intelligence chief was in
the Russian capital to discuss the Ukraine
war.

“He's there, very sort of semi-routine. |
hate to disappoint people. We would like
to see the war with Ukraine end,” Trump
said in an interview with conservative ra-
dio host Glenn Beck.

Ratcliffe is one of the highest-ranking US
officials to visit Russia since its war with
Ukraine started in 2022.

His Tuesday visit came amid an escalation
in Moscow's offensive in Ukraine, with at-
tacks this summer increasing the civilian
death toll, while US-brokered peace talks
have stalled.

The Kremlin said Wednesday that Ratcliffe
had “contacts” with Russia's special ser-
vices on his visit to Moscow but did not
meet President Vliadimir Putin.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitfry Peskov said Pu-
fin was briefed on the talks but refused to
say whether the Ukraine war was raised.

"Contacts through the infelligence servic-
es are a positive development in and of
themselves. It is too early to say how this
will affect the process of resolving the cri-
sis in our relations,” Peskov said.

The last time a CIA director visited Mos-
cow was in November 2021 when Wil-
liam Burns warned Russia against sending
froops into Ukraine. Weeks later, the Krem-
lin launched its attack that turned into Eu-
rope's worst conflict since World War 1.
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Meta, U.S. states agree $16.7B settlement in landmark teen safety

case

Oakland, United States
Meta agreed to pay a
codlition of U.S. states as
much as $16.7 billion and
to impose sweeping new
limits on how teenagers use
Facebook and Instagram,
according to a court filing
on Wednesday that ends a
landmark trial in California.
The proposed settlement,
filed in federal court, would
resolve claims by 29 states
that Meta deliberately en-
gineered its platforms fo
hook young users, misled
the public about the risks
and unlawfully collected
data from children under
13.

The changes to how young
people use its apps go fur-
ther than anything Meta
has accepted before, and
follow years of criticism from
parents and experts over
the effects of the world’s
biggest social media plat-
forms on children.

Anger over the impact of
Instagram and Facebook
as well as rival apps like
Snapchat and TikTok has
driven the spread of age
limits and school phone
bans around the world.
Despite the seftlement, in
the United States, Meta sfill
faces thousands of per-
sonal injury claims and liti-
gation from school districts,
none of which the agree-
ment covers.

The case by the 29 states

Trump threatens to rename Lake Ontario as

Washington, United States
US. President Donald
Trump said Tuesday he
was considering renam-
ing Lake Ontario as “Lake
America” as his frade war
with Canada escalated.
The threat -- which Trump
backed up with a map
feafturing the new name
-- mirrored his move to re-
name the Gulf of Mexico
as the Gulf of America last
year.

Trump stepped up his
rhetoric as Canada an-
nounced a volley of fit-
for-tat tariffs on U.S. goods
affer frade talks between
the historically close allies
broke down on Friday.
“The United States is giv-

Nevada Attorney General Aaron Ford speaks about Nevada’s consumer protection settlement
with Meta, during a news conference in Las Vegas, Nevada, on August 24, 2026.

was among the most far-
reaching, with Meta warn-
ing that a courtroom loss
could have exposed it to
more than $1 ftrillion in pen-
alfies.

“Meta has agreed to
make massive transforma-
tions that will reduce the
risk of harm from its plat-
forms -- and will do it within
months,” California Attor-
ney General Rob Bonta
said in a statement.

He called the outcome
“real change, real trans-
parency, and real enforce-
able protections for chil-

ing serious consideration
to changing the name
of Lake Ontario to Lake
America in that we don't
expect to be doing much
business with Ontario any
longer,” Trump said on his
Truth Social network.

Lake Ontario is one of the
five Great Lakes located
on the border between
Canada and the United
States.

It shares a name with the
Canadian province of
Ontario, which borders
the lake along with the US
state of New York. Toronto,
Canada'’s largest city, sits
on the northwestern shore
of the lake.

dren.”

The agreement, signed by
51 U.S. states and territories,
will apply only fo teenag-
ers in those signatory states,
with no effect internation-

ally.
The filing states that the
agreement does not

amount to an admission
of liability or wrongdoing
by Meta, which has con-
sistently denied the allega-
fions. It requires court ap-
proval to take effect.

Federal Judge Yvonne
Gonzalez Rogers said she
expected to approve the
agreement “pretty shortly.”

Trump later posted a map
with the words “Lake On-
tario” crossed out and re-
placed with “Lake Amer-
ica” in large gold font
with a U.S. lag, which was
boosted by pro-Trump so-
cial media accounts.

The lake threat comes as
Trump reups his push for
Canada to become the
51st US. state and the
frade war between the
two countries escalates.
But it also reflects a pecu-
liarly personal spat with
Ontario Premier Doug Ford,
who said Monday that the
U.S. president could *"kiss
my ass” and threatened
a surcharge on exported
electricity.

The most far-reaching pro-
visions are not financial.
Meta has agreed to a long
list of new safeguards that
will substantially change
how the apps work for
young people.

One change is an auto-
matic nighttime block that
locks teenagers out of
Facebook and Instagram
between midnight and
6:00 am local time.
Teenage accounts will also
be capped by default at
two hours of cumulative
daily use across Meta’'s
apps, though time spent
messaging or wafching

long-form video does not
count toward the limit.

- ‘Right away’ -

Meta framed the deal as
a template for the rest of
the industry and pressed its
competitors to match it.
“Because teens move flu-
idly across dozens of apps,
we need an industry-wide
solution,” said C.J. Ma-
honey, Meta's chief legal
officer.

“"We therefore call on our
industry peers, TikTok and

YouTube, to implement
this new framework, right
away.”

Should competing plat-
forms adopt equivalent
commitments, the over-

night lockout would widen
to 10 pm through 7 am and
the daily allowance would
fall fo 60 minutes per app,
capped at two hours in to-
tal.

Compliance would be po-
liced for 10 years by an in-
dependent auditor chosen
jointly by Meta and the
states and paid for by the
company.

The settlement payment
schedule provides for 10
annual installments. Califor-
nia, the largest recipient, is
due $1.5 bilion to $2.1 bil-
lion over the decade, fol-
lowed by New York with up
to $1.13 billion.

The settlement ends the tri-
alin its second week.

‘Lake America’

During his second presi-
dency, Trump has irked a
series of allies with his out-
landish territorial claims.

Mexico has refused to ac-

Big Tub Lighthouse in Tobermory, Ontario, Canada, on August

cept his executive orderre-
naming of the Gulf of Mex-
ico as the Gulf of America
on his first day back in of-
fice on January 20.1

1, 2026. The lighthouse was originally lit in 1885 and remains in

operation.
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Malian songbird keeps age-old sounds alive at 88

Bamako, Mali

At the age of 88, barefoot
and cinched info a belf of
cowrie shells, renowned
singer Mariom Bagayoko
still sweeps across the stage
with infectious energy, daz-
zling wide-eyed fans with
the rhythms of a bygone
Mali.

Beloved at home and
abroad, the “Nightingale
of Beledougou” has spent
a lifetime carrying the fradi-
fional music far beyond her
homeland, fighting to keep
it alive in the modern world.
At Bamako's Palace of Cul-
ture, Bagayoko spun like a
top, herknees bending and
body dipping low before
springing back up again as
she threw her head back
and forth.

In her right hand, she
gripped a yabara, a per-
cussion insfrument made
from a large calabash filled
with dried seeds that rat-
fled sharply as it struck her
left palm.

The sound blended with
the deep notes of the
n'goussoumbala, a large
xylophone-like balafon
unique to the Beledougou

F
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Malian singer, dancer and instrumentalist Mariam Bagayoko sings during a performance at the
Palais de la Culture in Bamako on August 14, 2026.

region of cenfral-western
Mali, long known for its rural
musical traditions.

Moments before, she had
clasped her hands behind
her back in a show of re-
spect fo protective spirifs
and griots, the guardians
of the spoken word, before
launching into powerful
Bambara songs that evoke

moonlit village gatherings.
A towering figure in Mali’s
music scene, Bagayoko
has spent decades bring-
ing littfle-known local tradi-
fions to audiences around
the world.

In late 2025, she received a
lifetime achievement hon-
our at the Aga Khan Music
Awards in London, emerg-

ing as one of 11 final laure-
ates selected from more
than 400 candidates across
Africa, Asia, the Middle East
and Europe.

The jury, which included
Malian star Oumou San-
gare and renowned Cata-
lan early-music master Jor-
di Savall, praised her “pas-
sionate and unwavering

Oscar-winner Mirren, women footballers among
latest UK honours recipients

London, United Kingdom
Oscar-winning actress Hel-
en Mirren, Black Sabbath
guitarist Tony lommi and
six of England’s European
Championship-winning
women footballers were
recipients of British honors
announced Friday.

Julia Donaldson, author of
the best-selling children’s
book “The Gruffalo”, was
made a dame for services

to literature alongside Mal-
orie Blackman, who has
written more than 70 books
for children and young
adulfs.

From the world of sports,
rugby league great and
research fundraiser Kevin
Sinfield was knighted, while
former Manchester Unit-
ed footballer Lou Macari
landed an honor for his de-
cade-long commitment to

British actress Helen Mirren looks on as she receives the first
maijor joint UK-Italy award at the birthday celebrations of King
Charles lll, at Villa Wolkosky, Rome, on June 18, 2026.

a homeless charity.

The fraditional UK honors
announced to mark King
Charles llI's official birthday
in June award the famous
as well as members of the
public for excellence in
their fields and charitable
endeavors.

Nearly 1,200 people
earned recognition in the
latest list. Last year’s saw
David Beckham receive
his knighthood, becoming
Sir David.

Mirren, who won an Oscar
for her porfrayal of Queen
Elizabeth Il in the 2006 film
“The Queen”, had already
been recognized by the
late monarch for services
to the performing arts with
a 2003 damehood.

The 80-year-old now joins
an elite group of recipients
of a Companion of Honor.
There are only 65 holders
of the title at any one time
under Britain’s honours sys-
tem.

lommi, who co-founded
the heavy metal icons
Black Sabbath alongside
the late Ozzy Osbourne,
Geezer Butler and Bill Ward,
became a Member of the
Order of the British Empire
(MBE) for his services to mu-
sic and chairity.

“What an unbelievable
honor,” he said. “It's been
a priviege doing some-
thing I love and then to see
that music connects with
SO many over the years.”
Chloe Kelly, who scored
the winning penalty in Eng-
land women's 2025 Euros fi-
nal victory over Spain, was
among the six players fo
be made an MBE.
Goalkeeper Hannah
Hampton, defender Jess
Carter and forwards Ales-
sia Russo, Lauren James,
and Michelle Agyemang
were also honored, with
Agyemang aged 20 the
youngest recipient on the

list..]

dedication” to preserving
and passing on Mali's mu-
sical heritage, especially to
women and girls.

- Sang before she spoke -
Born in Kolokani, north of
the capital Bamako, in
Beledougou, where music
and dance follow every
stage of life from farm work
to ceremonies, Bagayoko
said she learned to “sing
before | could speak™.

As a child, she would ftrail
viloge women as they
pounded shea nuts for but-
ter, labour that was always
accompanied by song.

“I joined them with my little
calabash and sang along,”
she told AFP.

“At first, nobody paid aft-
tention to me. But little by
little, my presence became
indispensable.”

Those simple melodies
would eventually make her
one of Mali's best-known
ambassadors of traditional
music.

Yet her father, a musician
and performer in fradi-
tional local koteba theatre
troupes, was against her
musical ambitfions.

“He was afraid that if | be-
came successful too quick-
ly, l'would not live long, that
I might be poisoned out of
jealousy,” she recalled.

- ‘Future in good hands’ -
Drawing on old songs from
her country, Bagayoko's
music comments on social
issues and offers advice in-
spired by current events.
“It is the artist’s privilege to
be able to speak out,” she
said.

“Through song, we give les-
sons without hurting peo-
ple, even when they see
themselves in what we're
saying.”

One of her most famous
performances is of the
song “Ciwara”, a ftribute
fo the courage of farm-
ers and the value of hard
work.

She is also known for danc-
ing atop the wooden keys
of the n'goussoumbala,
turning the instrument into
a stage of its own.

Much of her reputation
rests on her efforts to keep
Bambara music and danc-
es alive..
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Trees ‘giving up’: climate change hammers historic English

gardens

This photo taken on August 18, 2026 shows head of gardens, Rosie Fyles, watering trees next to
sun-scorched grass at Chiswick House in west London.

Hirosaki, Japan

Chanting in unison, hun-
dreds of volunteers in
northern Japan heaved
on ropes on Wednesday to
pull a 400-ton castle back
towards its original position.
The imposing fortified tower
of Hirosaki Castle was shift-

ed 80 metres (262 feet) in
2015 to allow for essential
repairs to the stone walls
that support it.

Engineers at the time opted
to reposition the three-sto-
rey wooden structure with-
out dismantling it, hoisting it
in one piece on metal rails

to a temporary platform.
Since last Saturday, groups
of about 80 people have
been taking furns moving
the tower a few precious
centfimeters at a time.
Local officials estimate
that around 4,000 people
in fotal some from over-

seas have participated,
advancing the sfructure by
nearly five meters.

“It's like trying to move a
mountain,” Takahiro Kogao-
wa, a 56-year-old Hirosaki
resident, told AFP, his fore-
head beaded with sweat
after a few minutes of in-
tense effort.

Azusa Nimiya, a 4é-year-
old history and castle en-
thusiast, fravelled from Shi-
mane, almost on the other
side of Japan’'s main island,
to do her bit.

“It's the experience of a
lifetime, a precious and
unigue memory,” she said.
The municipality will deploy
heavy machinery in Sep-
fember to complete the
journey, aiming for a per-
manent installation in No-
vember.

Following further restoro-
tion work on the copper
roof and facades, the full
reopening to the public of
this masterpiece from the
Edo period (1603-1868) is
scheduled for 2033.

- Physical history -
By involving the public, "we

wanted everyone to be
able to experience history
physically,” said Kensuke
Hayasaka, the head of the
restoration project.

“It's extremely significant
for passing on the history of
Hirosaki to future genero-
tions,” he told AFP.

Lighting destroyed the tow-
er in the 17th century, and
it was rebuilt in the early
19th century.

But afew decadeslater, the
stfone foundations threat-
ened to collapse, forcing
the tower to be moved for
the first time again thanks
to muscle power.

It was finally returned to its
original position in 1915.
This large-scale, human-
powered operation, known
as “hikiya", "is a traditional
tfechnigque for moving struc-
tures that has existed in Jo-
pan since ancient fimes,”
explained Hayasaka.

“Our goal is to preserve this
unique heritage, while en-
suring that the main tower
is securely fixed to its base
before the first snowfall,”
which is abundant in winter
in this northern region.(

With ropes and chants, thousands move Japcmese cqsﬂe

Hirosaki, Japan

Chanting in unison, hun-
dreds of volunteers in
northern Japan heaved
onropes on Wednesday to
pull a 400-ton castle back
tfowards its original position.
The imposing fortified tow-
er of Hirosaki Castle was
shifted 80 meftres (262 feeft)
in 2015 to allow for essen-
fial repairs to the stone
walls that support it.
Engineers at the fime opt-
ed tfo reposition the three-
storey wooden structure
without  dismantling it,
hoisting it in one piece on
metal rails fo a temporary
platform.

Since last Saturday, groups
of about 80 people have
been taking turns moving
the tower a few precious
centimeters at a time.
Local officials estimate
that around 4,000 people
in fotal some from over-
seas have participated,
advancing the structure by
nearly five meters.

“It's like frying fo move a

mountain,” Takahiro Koga-
wa, a 56-year-old Hirosaki
resident, told AFP, his fore-
head beaded with sweat
after a few minutes of in-
tense effort.

Azusa Nimiya, a 4é-year-
old history and castle en-
thusiast, fravelled from
Shimane, almost on the
other side of Japan’s main
island, to do her bit.

“It's the experience of a
lifetime, a precious and
unigue memory,” she said.
The municipality will de-
ploy heavy machinery in
September to complete
the journey, aiming for a
permanent installation in
November.

Following further restora-
tion work on the copper
roof and facades, the full
reopening to the public of
this masterpiece from the
Edo period (1603-1868) is
scheduled for 2033.

- Physical history -
By involving the public,

“we wanted everyone to
be able to experience his-
tory physically,” said Ken-
suke Hayasaka, the head
of the restoration project.
“It's extremely significant
for passing on the history of
Hirosaki fo future genero-
tions,” he told AFP.

Lighting destroyed the
tower in the 17th century,
and it was rebuilt in the
early 19th century.

But a few decades later,
the stone foundations
threatened to collapse,
forcing the fower to be
moved for the first time
-- again thanks to muscle
power.

It was finally returned to its
original position in 1915.
This large-scale, human-
powered operation,
known as “hikiya”, “is a
traditional technique for
moving structures that has
existed in Japan since an-
cient fimes,” explained
Hayasaka.

“Our goal is to preserve this
unique heritage, while en-

Vlsliors watch as pan‘lmpunts pull Hirosaki Castle using ropes
to its original position following repair works in Hirosaki, Aomori
Prefecture on August 26, 2026.

suring that the main tower
is securely fixed to ifs base
before the first snowfall,”
which is abundant in winter
in this northern region.

“Seeing all these discus-
sions and the methods
devised by our predeces-
sors and our teams finally
come to fruition this year is
extremely moving. We feel
a profound sense of ac-
complishment,” he added.

Among the most enthusi-
astic pullers was Katsumi
Terada, 82, who tucked
two Japanese flags into his
headband.

He recounted having par-
ficipated 11 years earlier.
“I wondered then, with
some anxiety, if | would
sfill be around to see it re-
furn to its base. But look, |
persevered. I'm alive and
well."d
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A farmer holds harvested potatoes in a field in the village of Nandrin on August 14, 2026.

Too small for fries: drought shrinks
Belgian potatoes

Amay, Belgium

Mathieu Comijn inspect-
ed rows of potatoes in a
field of cracked earth and
browned leaves, pulling
from the ground ftubers
barely the size of ping-
pong balls.

"How do you expect to
make fries out of these?2”
asked the Belgian farmer in
frustration, as he uprooted
another plant and exam-
ined it.

“Normally, they should be
at least four times this size,”
he said.

Like many Belgian farm-
ers this summer, Comijn’s
harvest in Amay, near the
eastern city of Liege, has
been hit by a devastating
combination of weather
extremes.

First, a spate of heavy rain
and storms at the end of
spring weakened the soil.
Then, as elsewhere in Eu-
rope, exceptionally hot
and dry conditions fol-
lowed blamed by scien-
fists on man-made climate

change.
That caused the soil fo
harden info compact

clumps in which potatoes
“cannot breathe properly”
and struggle to grow, the
farmer explained.

“It's a disaster,” the 30-year-
old told AFP. “I've never
seen anything like it.”

The problem for Comijn is
that all these rows of Bintje

potatoes, a prized variety
in Belgium, were destined
to become long, golden
fries a beloved staple in a
country dotted by *“friter-
ies” or "“frituren”, street stalls
specialising in the stuff.

Yet with just a month to
go before the harvest, set
for around September 20,
none are larger than the
palm of his hand. The only
silver lining is that their flo-
vor has not been spoiled by
their diminished size.

- ‘Too painful’ -

Comijn’s father Stephane
has been so distressed by
the situation that he re-
fused to visit the field for
several days.

“It's foo painful,” said the
septuagenarian, wiping his
forehead. The former head
of the family farm struggles
to remember weather this
dry in the region excepf,
perhaps, during a historic
heatwave in 1976.

But good harvest or bad,
the Comijn family, who
grow 500 hectares (1,236
acres) of potatoes, sfill
have supply contracts to
meet.

As the world’s top exporter
of frozen fries, Belgium ap-
plies strict rules to its potato
frade.

Before the harvest, growers
and processors negofiate
both delivery volumes and
prices.

To help fulfil part of their

commitments, the Comijns
will draw on stocks from last
year, when the harvest was
exceptionally abundant.
“We had started throwing
some of them away,” Ste-
phane Comijn explained,
to make space for this
year's crop.

“But now they're worth
money,” he said, standing
in front of a refrigerated
warehouse kept at 10C,
where mountains of 2025
potatoesremain in storage.

- Supply crunch -

But Stephane Comijn knows
using last year's stocks will
not be enough.

“We're going fo have to
use varieties that aren't
as good,” he lamented.
“People at the fry shops
complain. You can explain
to them that it's because of
the drought, but they don’t
understand.”

Bernard Lefevre, the presi-
dent of the national union
of fry vendors, sought to
put things info perspective.
“There’s always a prob-
lem,” said Lefevre, who has
worked in the sector for a
quarter-century.

“Either there are too many
potatoes, like last year, and
prices collapse, so produc-
erssay it's a catastrophe, or
it's the opposite extreme.
“And yeft, year after year,
we manage to get through

it."

In th|s photo taken on August 17, 2026 Indonesian student
Rudiansyah dressed in a Superman costume helps to
extinguish a forest and land fire at Petuk Katimpun in
Palangkaraya, Central Kalimantan.

‘Keep up the spirit’:
Indonesian teenage
‘Superman’ joins wildfire
fight

Palangkaraya, Indonesia

Dressed as his favourite superhero, Indonesian teen
ager Rudiyansah walks along a charred landscape,
helping douse wildfires that have razed large parts of
Borneo island.

The Southeast Asian country has been battling infernos
that have left a thick, blanketing smog over parts of the
island that Indonesia shares with Malaysia and Brunei.
Rudiyansah’s red and blue Superman costume stood
out against the stark, scorched landscape surrounding
the town of Palangkaraya, where he has joined a local
volunteer firefighting group set up by his father to put
out smouldering peatland.

The 17-year-old told AFP he has been using his free time
after school to help his father douse fires since 2023.
But this year, he decided to don the brightly coloured
tights when fighting fires, creating a striking image that
has drawn attention to the struggle to contain the blaz-
es.

While Rudiyansah said dressing as the Man of Steel was
“just for fun”, video of him using a hose to wet foliage
has gone viral, garnering millions of views and earning
him the fitle of “forest hero” from the country’s forestry
minister.

“Honestly, I'm really happy because | can help locals,
even though it feels really tiring,” Rudiyansah, who like
many Indonesians only uses one name, told AFP on
Sunday while sfill wearing his cape.

He said that he wet his costume slightly before heading
intfo the fields to prevent it from burning, and washed it
every night fo keep it clean.

- ‘Normal kid’ -

His father, Mulyadi, told AFP the haze from this year's fire
season was the worst his volunteer firefighter group had
seen since it was established in 2020.

“In the house, he's like a normal kid,” he said when
asked about his cape-clad son.

“But when he saw me going out, he asked, ‘Are you go-
ing to put out fires2 I'll go with you,’” he said.

The lack of water was the main challenge for firefight-
ers, Mulyadi said, with wells and other water sources
drying up during drought.

Fires between January and July burned more than
200,000 hectares of land an area three times the size of
the capital Jakarta, the government said this week.[[]
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Create museum memories with the entire family!

Museums are an integral
part of conserving and hon-
oring cultures, and Aruba is
no exception. Our Island
has a wide selection of vari-
ous museums for our locals
and visitors to see. Take this
opportunity to learn about
our island and experience
a different day beyond the
beach. Let us intfroduce to
you to these locations.

Museum of Industry Aruba
The Museum of Industry in
located in San Nicolas. This
museum presents the history
of gold, aloe, phosphate, oil
and tourism through elabo-
rated displays and multime-
dia installations.

The Museum of Industry is
situated in the Water Tower
and narrates Aruba’s indus-
trial history which began in
the 19th century. The Water
Tower was built in 1939 and
consists of three sections:
the substructure, the high-
rising vertical shaft, and the
tank at the top. The Water
Tower was purchased by
the Monuments fund in 2003
so it could be restored and
preserved as one of Aruba’s

monuments. The Museum
of Industry is part of Aruban
Museum Foundation (FMA),
which is a foundation that
maintains, preserves, and
protects the Aruban cultural
sector, history, and nature.
The museum of Industry is
open daily from 9 am ftill 6
pm.

For more information check
out their Facebook page:
Museum of Industry Aruba.

Archaeological Museum of
Aruba

The Archaeological Mu-
seum of Aruba is located
at Schelpstraat 42 in down-
fown Oranjestad. The reno-
vated historic Ecury com-
plex in downtown Oranjes-
tad has been transformed
from a family home to a
modern museum that pre-
serves Aruba’s Amerindian
cultural heritage. This 21st
cenfury museum is espe-
cially designed to preserve
valuable arfifacts  dating
back to the Pre-Ceramic
period of 2500 BC.

In the late 1980's AMA iden-
fified its need for an ad-

equate housing for its col-
lection and activities. After
studying various options, a
project proposal was drawn
up, including the acquisition
and restoration of histori-
cal buildings in downtown
Oranjestad.

These historical buildings
were formerly the proper-
ty of the Ecury family. The
“Ecury Complex”, is a clus-
ter of single and two-story
historic  buildings, mainly
Dutch colonial architecture
from the late 19th and 20th
century on a plot of approxi-
mately 1,700 m2.

In 1997 the Aruban Govern-
ment bought the complex
for the National Archaeo-
logical Museum project. In
2004 a financial agreement
was signed with the Europe-
an Development Fund and
in 2006 restoration and con-
struction work began on the
monumental buildings and
the new to build exhibition
space. In December 2007
the key fo the complex was
delivered and the muse-
um'’s employees moved to
the new location. The final

design for the exhibit was
completed in November
2007 and the permanent
exhibit, financed by the
Aruban Government and
the Union of Cultural Orgo-
nizations (UNOCA), opened
in July 2009.

At the new location the Na-
tional Archaeological Mu-
seum Aruba uses approxi-
mately 500 m2 for its per-
manent exhibit. This exhibit
showcases archaeological
objects and conveys mod-
ern exhibition techniques in-
formation on the origin and
culture of the first inhabit-
ants of the island. The new
permanent exhibit gives
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the visitor an insight infto
the cultures that inhabited
the island in Pre-Historical
and Early Historical fimes.
The museum regularly hosts
public seminars, special ex-
hibitions and workshop for
visitors to enjoy.

The museum is open daily
from 9 am fill 5 pm.

For more information check
out the Facebook page Na-
tional Archaeological Muse-
um Aruba or website: www.
manaruba.org

Editor's note: Pictures are
property of the respective
museums..

Place names in San Nicolas and their origins

(Oranjestad)-If you're ever
taking a tour of Aruba, San
Nicolas would definitely
be on your itinerary. From
relaxing on the white, san-
dy beaches of Baby and
Roger's Beach, to explor-
ing the prehistoric caves
of Quadirikiri and Fontein,
you are taking in a full view
of what San Nicolas has
to offer. But did you know
that you are also passing
through areas whose names
have historical origins? Here
are a few place names in
San Nicolas and their origin
story.

Sero Colorado

On your way to Baby or
Roger’'s Beach, you'll pass
by the famous Red Anchor
at what was once the en-
france to the Colony resi-
dential community and be
greeted with red soiled hills
by the coast. This is Sero
Colorado. Named after the
30-meter, deep red, lime-
stone hill, “Sero Colorado”
franslates to “Colored Hill".
Sero Colorado has deep
historical ties with the once-

“aln
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in the area. Matter of fact,
there are still underground
shafts and passages deep
in Sero Colorado from the
fime of phosphate mining.
In 1958, the refinery at the
fime, Lago, adopted this
name for the residential
section of its employees.

Vader Piet
Another well visited areq,
Vader Piet is located in the

thriving phosphate industry

. _-._‘_,_"«:\_. ol

Arikok National Park. Rec-
ognizable sites within this
area include the Wind Mills
and the Quadirikiri Cave.
The origin of this name is
part historical and speculo-
tion, as there are slight de-
viations from what actually
happened.

In 1829, Pieter Lampe was a
planter and the person re-
sponsible for governing this
remote area. As the story

goes, Pieter was well known
and beloved for his kind-
ness and good freatment
of his employees, and was
therefore also called Vader
Piet (Father Piet). Howev-
er, he was tragically mur-
dered—some speculate at
the hands of a slave. For his
work and good heart, the
area was named after him.

San Nicolas
Of course we can't forget

San Nicolas itself. Much like
Vader Piet, the origin of the
name San Nicolas has so
far two different accounts.
In the literal sense, "San
Nicolas” translates to “Saint
Nicolas”, leading many
to believe that this district
was named after a Span-
ish saint. Though one ac-
count does support this with
the theory that the district
was named after the saint
by Spanish colonizers, the
other account is much less
divine, but does refer to an
influential figure in the area.

Nicolaas van der Biest was
a successful landowner dur-
ing the time of the phos-
phate boom in late 19th
century Aruba. Back then,
landowners (most, if not all
of them men) were referred
fo as “Shon” by their subor-
dinates. So, the district was
originally named after Shon
Nicolaas. Over time, the
name evolved into what is
now San Nicolas.[ ]

Source: “Aruba: Short History”
by Dr. J. Hartog.



THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 2026| LocAL

EVEKSS

MONDAY
MARISELA

(Oranjestad)—Up to grab an early dinner after a day
of shopping or cruising? Take advantage of L'Avenue’s
Early Bird Special, and experience their innovative twist
of traditional Belgian cuisine!

Located in a cozy nook at The Cove Mall—a short
walking distance from the Holiday Inn and Paseo
Herencia, this Belgian and French bistro offers a delicious
and rich menu available through lunch and dinner
from 11am fto 10pm. Enjoy your lunch and/or dinner in
a cool, air-conditioned interior area of the restaurant,
accompanied by the warm lights and chic design that
emphasizes the restaurant’s laid-back, yet sophisticated
ambience.

Lunch includes a variety of sandwiches—with a healthy
selection of bread options—if you're going for a light
meal, but just like their dinner selection, also includes

steak, chicken, fish, and even mussels
and rabbit if you're craving a bit more of
L'’Avenue’s exquisite menu. And let's not
forget their wide selection of Belgian beer
and European wine to complete the tasty
experience!

But that's not alll L' Avenue is offering their
guests their Early Bird Special, available
every day from 4pm to 7pm. Enjoy this
affordable and delectable 3-course meal

Dining in? Try making some local favorites!

How to make “pan bati”

(Oranjestad)—If you're ever up for an Aru-
ban snack, fry making another Aruban
classic appetizer called Pan Bati. Similar to
a pancake both in appearance and cook-
ing, this is a super easy meal that adults and
children will both enjoy. Here's how to make
it!

Ingredients:

2 cups of all purpose flour

1 cup grams of fine cornmeall
2 tbsp baking powder

11/3 cup of milk

1 pinch of salt

2 tbsp of granulated sugar
Oil for cooking

OPEN EVERY DAY _°

LUNCH - DINNER
COUPON

20%
DISCOUNT

WITH ENTREE

LOCATED IN THE COVE, PALM BEACH, ARUIBA

special at a comfortable price of $32 per
guest, including a glass of house wine.

L'’Avenue honors and takes pride in
serving the fraditional Belgian and French
flavors, but does not shy away from
offering a flexible menu for their guests’
needs. That's right, L' Avenue also offers to
cater for their guests’ dietary restrictions,
making sure that each guest gets well
taken care ofl!

More information

L'Avenue is situated at The Cove Mall
in Palm Beach and is open every day
from 11am to 10pm for lunch and dinner.
To book a reservation or ask for more
information, please contact their phone
line at +297 6996400, send an e-mail info@
lavenuearuba.com, or visit their welbsite
at lavenuearuba.com

Instructions:

Add all the dry ingredients in a bowl first, and
stir until well mixed. Then add the milk and
beat until reached a pancake-like consis-
tfency. If more moister is needed, add some
water unfil reached desired consistency.

In a hot pan with oil, pour in enough bat-
ter fo cover the bottom of the pan. Just like
pancakes, flip the pan bati when one side
turns golden brown. When your pan bati is
ready, place on a plate and cover with a
clean kitchen towel.

Traditionally, pan bati is cut in triangle piec-
es, and is often eaten as a side dish with
soup, fried fish or stews. However, it is also
casually enjoyed with some butter and
cheese on top!
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Sun catchers: The different lizards in Aruba

ORANJESTAD - Colorful or
camouflaged, you're bound
to encounter a variety of
lizards basking in the sun
or scurrying on their way in
our island. From the charm-
ing, friendly iguanas to the
good-luck gecko Pega-
Pegaq, you're bound to meet
a few of these special resi-
dents during your visit.

Aruba, as a desert island, is
home to an incredible vari-
ety of unigue and colorful
species. Among them we
can find different lizards,
most of which have South
American origins. But there
are a few exceptions.

Iguanas

Iguanas are easy to spot,
as they are larger than
most other lizards and when
young, have a bright green
color that makes them stand
out.

The iguanas usually found
in Aruba are the Iguana,
known as the green iguana,
or locally as Yuwana. The
Yuwana are a mostly her-
bivorous species, and can
grow up to 2 meters in size,
including the tail, making
them one of the largest in
the iguana family. As you will
see, despite their name, as
they reach adulthood, the
iguanas can take on a grey
or blue tone instead of the
bright green displayed by
the young ones. In Aruba
— as in the rest of the King-
dom of the Netherlands
— the most usual color var-
ies from green to lavender,
black and sometimes ared-
dish brown.

Yuwana is a protected spe-
cies, as it is listed under Ap-
pendix Il of the Convention
on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES),
meaning that international
frade is regulated through
the CITES permit system.
In the past, Arubans used
to eat a popular Yuwana
soup, as it was believed to
give strength and help re-
store health — probably due
fo the protfein boost it deliv-
ered. However, it is now ille-
gal to catch, kill, buy or sell
Yuwanas in Aruba, and this
includes eating them!

Turnip-tailed gecko
The turnip-tailed gecko is

known locally as the Pega-
Pega, meaning sticky-sticky,
due to the way it sticks to
walls using the suction in ifs
little fingers. They are found
inside houses, and are most-
ly a nocturnal animal.
According fo Etnia Nativa,
the local Pega Pega is im-
mediately recognizable by
its large size, with a body
length of up fo 12 cm, and
its large, swollen tail, approxi-
mately the same length or
slightly shorter than its body;
females are larger and more
robust than males. It has
short, robust legs with flat-
tened toes and extensive
basal webbing.

The undersides of ifs toes are
covered in lamellae, which
are used as friction pads to
cling to smooth vertical sur-
faces. Some can even walk
around completely upside
down. Its toes are covered
with ridges, which are pep-
pered with millions of micro-
scopic bristle-like structures
called setae that attach
and detach when the ani-
mal wills them to, and they
never get gunked up.

They are variable in color-
ation, from a mottled dark
gray to orange-brown, and
are capable of chang-
ing color depending on
their mood and surround-
ings. Mottled and banded
markings aid in camouflage
against tree bark. They are
harmless and fragile; you
can hold one in your hands
as long as you are VERY
gentle.

Never put pressure onits tail
because it will surely drop as
a measure to try to distract
the predator, and they are
different from other lizards
because they're long-lived,
talkative, lack eyelids, and
their small scales are situat-
ed next to each other like
cobblestones rather than
overlapping as is the case
in most other lizards.

Turnip-tailed Geckos are
insectivorous and feed on
cockroaches, grasshoppers,
beetles, flies, mosquitoes,
and spiders, which makes
them the best pest control to
have at home! They spend
their days concealed in dark
free grooves and cavities, in
narrow crevices in the walls,
or behind paintings, which

provide the perfect shel-
ter for them. Pega pega is
a gecko endemic to our
island, but in time, some
4-5 infrusive gecko species
have been observed, some
of which do not cease to
amaze us with the racket
they make, especially dur-
ing the hours of the night.

The Pega-pega Phyllodacty-
lus Julieni is also a protected
species in Aruba, by law. It
is illegal to kill them!

Blue Cododo

These are one of the most
striking lizards in Aruba, rec-
ognizable by the male’s
bright blue color. The Aru-
ban whiptail lizard, Cnemi-
dophorus arubensis, is a
species endemic to Aruba,
meaning you can only find
it here on our One Happy
Island! They are also recog-
nized as the most common
and populous lizard on the
island. While the male is blue
with white dots, the female is
brown with blue dofs.

These charming lizards eat
mostly plants, such as flow-
ers, nectar, leaves and fruits,
and occasionally  enjoy
some insects. They are se-

R e
lective in which plants they
eat, because of the toxins
present in many available
plants species. The Cododo
help take care of Aruba’s
vegetation by playing a sig-
nificant role in the dispersal
of seeds for certain plants:
when they eat fruit, they
excrete the seeds in diverse
locations, contributing fo the
reproduction cycle of ourlo-
cal plants.

Striped anole

The striped anole (Anolis
lineatus) that lives in Aruba
is known locally as Waltaka
or Toteki. This is a species of
lizard in the family Dactyloi-
dae, and they are native to
Aruba and Curacao. Ifis usu-
ally foundin dry areas, com-
monly where there are not
large trees; rather they enjoy
rocks, walls or tree trunks, as
they prefer to stay close to
the ground.

These lizards are about 7cm

A ]

in length, have a brown
color with a stripe on each
side and typically, several
stripes on the body and tail
that are lighterin color. It has
a dewlap which is orange-
yellow —and what's unique
about this species is that it
is the only known species of
anole where the dewlap is
asymetrically colored, with
one side being a deeper
orange and the otfher side
a lighter yellow. Mostly this
is seen in the males, as it is
almost imperceptible in the
females. If the Toteki shows
you his dewlap, retreat! This
is not a friendly greeting!

Lizards are wonderful crea-
fures that are precious to
our fragile, local ecosystem.
Please be mindful of these
residents as you enjoy your
stay.

Images: Some images are
from Aruba Birdlife Conserva-
tion.
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Explore Arubal

(ORANJESTAD)—Aruba To-
day collected some things
to do BEYOND the beach.
Aruba, located 15 miles
north of Venezuela in the
warm waters of the south-
ern Caribbean, is home
to beautiful white-sand
beaches, 82-degree days,
and thus ideal for the per-
fect beach day. But we
are also blessed with some
of the warmest people in
the world and our island is
19.6 miles long and é miles
across, with a total area of
70 square miles. Bit more
to discover than the white
stretch on the coastline we
say. Let's mention some of
these hidden gems.

Arikok National Park

The Arikok National park is
worth the ride. We love the
hikes that are guided by
the park’s rangers whose
job is fo maintain frails and
protect natural resources.
The flora and fauna are
beautiful and the histori-
cal sites tell you about the
island’s indigenous roofs. If
you are not up to walking,
you can drive through the
park, one way or another
this park is a great place to
spend an entire day. Cruis-
ing through the landscape
you end up at some of the
most stunning beaches
like Dos Playa or Daimara
Beach. In total, the park
consists of 34 square kilo-
meters of protected nature
with a richness of animails
living init. The Aruban whip-
tail lizard (cododo), Aruban
cat eye snake (santanero)
and endangered ratfle
snake (cascabel) are just
some of them, you can also

admire these close in the
park’s Visitors’ Center. For
more information, visit the
website www.acf.aw

Natural Bridge

One of Aruba’s favorite
tourist aftractions is the
Natural Bridge. For thou-
sands of years, pounding
waves and sfrong winds
have slowly chiseled away
the limestone cliffs along
Aruba’s north coast to cre-
ate several natural bridges.
The largest of these bridg-
es used to be the famous
Natural Bridge. The bridge
was a formation of coral
limestone cut out by years
of pounding surf, and was
one of the largest of these
types of spans in the world.
It stood some 23 feet (7 me-
ters) above sea level and
spans more than 100 feet
(30 meters). Unfortunately
the bridge collapsed on
September 2, 2005. Despite
this, it is sfill the most pho-
tographed natural bridge

ond it remains a populor
tourist attraction in Aruba,
with the adjacent and in-
tact Baby Bridge also mer-
iting a visit. The Natural
Bridge is the perfect stop
while touring Aruba. There
is no admission fee or set
hours for visiting. Quench
your thirst with refreshing
beverages & refuel your
tank with local snacks.

The Lourdes Grotto

Named in commemoration
of the famous French reli-
gious landmark, was creat-
ed under the guidance of
a priest named “Erkamp”
and parishioners in the year

1958.

The grotto, a shrine built into
the rocks is located in Seroe
Preto, just off the main road
to San Nicolas. A statue
of the Virgin Mary, weigh-
ing 700 kilos, was hoisted
info place in the grofto.
Every year, on February 11
(feast of Lady of Lourdes),
a procession leaves from
the St. Theresita church in
San Nicolas to the grofto,
where a mass is performed.
The grotto is located road-
side and can be visited dai-
ly. Just make sure you park
safely in the event you wish
to stop for pictures at this
location.[]

Ayo & Casibari: Aruba S famous rock formations

(Oranjestad)—The Ayo and
Casibari Rock Formations
are known locally as one
of the crucial sites to have
in your “off-road” trip itiner-
ary. These naturally formed
rock formations as just one
of the few places on the is-
land that hold a rich history
of our culture and of our
ancestors.

Ayo

The Ayo Rock Formation
is located in the northern
part of the island, right on
the road that leads you
to the Black Stone Beach,
and close to the Natural
Bridge. The Ayo is a fenced
terrain that consists of sev-
eral giant boulders, resting
neatly on top of or side by
side each other, adding
gorgeous natural archi-

tecture to the surrounding
“"mondi"*. This is also one
of the few sites to contain

prehistoric markings of our
indigenous ancestors. The
Ayo Rock formation con-
tains stairs that lead you
to the top of the highest
boulder, offering a breath-
taking view of the Aruban
backyard.

The Ayo is usually quiet, as
it is situated farther away
from the busier parts of
the island. However, this is
just another charm of the
site: the quiet area and
the refreshing breeze of-
fer a sense of comfort and
peace.

Casibari

Probably the busier rock
formation site, the Casi-
bari is situated more in the
center of the island, much
closer—and more acces-
sible—to the general pub-
lic. Just like Ayo, Casibari is
a fenced area containing
several boulders that lay on
top or lean on each other.
The best aspect of the Ca-
sibari Rock Formation is the
accompanying view when
you climb up the top of the
round, flat bolder. For this
position, you can see the

majority of the island and
the ocean in the south.

Both sites are open free to
the public, 24 hours a day.
However, unless you are
taking a trip with a profes-
sional tour guide, there are
no guides at the sites to
help you climb the rock.
So, do be careful when
frudging on the boulders,
and make sure to befriend
any roaming goats you see
along the way!

*Mondi: what we call
our Aruban  wilderness.
We don’'t have forests, or
deserts, but we do have
mondil
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Aruba'’s cultural and literary development: Then and now

(Oranjestad)—The Aruban culture has seen
many substantial developments over the
course of a century. With the infroduction of the
Lago Refinery at the turn of the 20th century, fol-
lowed by the breakout of the Second World War
and the general incentive for political indepen-
dence during the mid-century, a cultural iden-
tity on the island began to take form and have
since developed through international and lo-
cal influences.

In the pre-industrial era of the 19th century,
much could not be said about a cultural identi-
ty on the island. Still being a part of a Dutch co-
lonial territory at the same, as well as not having
political or economic autonomy (Curacao was
the center of commerce, cultural life, and polit-
ical management of the Netherland Antilles at
the time), the small population of Aruba con-
sisted mostly of farmers and fishermen, tending
to their crops and their cattle, or going out to
fish to provide for their family. As Quito Nico-
laas states in his article Historia di Literatura Aru-
biano: E Bida Cultural (Literary History of Aruba:
Cultural Life), “during the pre-industrial period,
there were no significant economic activity
that could have created a cultural ambience,
with only one way to generate profit at the time
for the sub existence of Aruban families.”

It wasn't until the infroduction of the Lago Re-
finery in San Nicolas in 1928, that the island saw
a small boom in cultural manifestations and en-
tertainment, as farmers left the ‘cunucu’ (coun-
try) life to work in the refinery, which resulted in
Aruba acquiring a different economic pillar.
Before this, entertainment and cultural manifes-
tations were mostly experiences by local par-
ishes and the island’s elite, who often partookin
cultural and entertaining activities around the
island, like going to the movie theater or com-
ing together to share poetry on Sundays after
church.

Literary life

Throughout the 19th century and up until the
1940s, there were also not much frace of a cul-
tural climate for the cultural-literary sector on
the island. Primary education was infroduced
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on the island mid-19th century, followed by sec-
ondary and higher education around the late
30's and 40’'s. It wasn't until the 1950s, with the
infroduction of the E.R.N.A agreement in 1951
and the signing of the Statute in 1954, which
allowed more space for and conftrol over the
economic and cultural development of Aru-
ba, that the literary life on the island began to
grow substantially compared to decades be-
fore. This was in response to local institutions
established in the 1940s for cultural and literary
growth on the island, but that did not yet cap-
ture the attention of the general public. The
1950 brought with it a boom of literary produc-
tion on the island, like those of V.S. Piternella, as
well as migrant authors José Ramoén Vicioso y
Rings William Rufus, who have also contributed
to the literary development on the island. The
literary movement was further promoted by lo-
cal broadcasters Voz di Aruba and Radio Kelk-
boom, with their regular broadcast of literary
WOrKks.

b Pl

The 50s and 60s also saw the influence of inter-
national cultures, especially that of the United
States. During this fime, because of internation-
al influences as well as the continued prosper-
ity of the oil refinery, cultural traditions in Aruba
began fo really take form and become wide-
spread, as different worldly and local concepts
were infroduced in the Aruban society. With
the establishment of local television broadcast
station Tele-Aruba in 1963, and with time and
possibilities, local programs such as “Nos Tera™
(“*Our Land”) started to pay more attention to
the Aruban culture and worked to form a cul-
tural consciousness in the community. The 1960s
also saw the rise of local authors and artists, who
were more comfortable in producing works in
our native fongue, Papiamento, but who also
produced works in Spanish, English and Dutch.
This new phenomenon was in response to the
inferaction between economic growth, individ-
ual prosperity, cultural life and literary expres-
sion.

The 21st century

Nowadays, international influence on our cul-
ture is still prevalent, especially those from Latin
America, the United States and The Nether-
lands. Nevertheless, there also exists a strong
culturalidentity and traditions that are exclusive
to the Aruban culture, often manifesting during
fraditional celebrations, like Dia di San Juan/
Dera Gay (St. John's Day), Dia di Himno y Ban-
dera (National Hymn and Flag Day), Camping
during Easter and much more. With the surge of
social media in the last decade, artistic voices,
especially those of the younger generation, has
become even more prevalent and easily ac-
cessible to the community of Aruba through
online platforms such as Facebook, Instagram
and TikTok.d

Source: Historia di Literatura Arubiano: E Bida Cul-
tural by J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba
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CROSSWORD HIETATT SIT E[S[T][S
By THOMAS JOSEPH A R e
ACROSS 46 Lent a DOTFDAY!WOO
1 Predica- hand FIE|DfU|P
ment J|AIP[A|NIMP] I|P|E|S
7 Pindar  DOWN ATOZ+v0 L|T
poems 1 That ship MIE|TE(REECICIMFIY
11Piledup 2 Semi- -EE P OF
12 Latvia's gircular g E’ 8 g E g E . rL E g
capital shape IODNE DREEEE
13E§|°hs 3Ege§m°f EDGESISONAH
14 Pop of 4 Left on
music aliner 17 Crumple 33 Routine
15 Seek, SLllama’s 18 Detached 35 Engrave
as office land 19 Fierce 36 Portior!
17 Power 6 Adam’s females
; (out)
unit home 21 “Super-
20Vigilant 7 Batimore = o 37 Money
23 2001 player star m_achlne
‘;{VHI Smith 8 Goes off 29 Michener 38 Singer
im on a book Reed
24 Predict tangent 00 40 Trophy
26 Beagle or 9 Easter 24 Un- 41 Sports
boxer quest faithful dP y
27 Objective 10 Putinto 25 Pipeline fn
28 Kinsey words flow suffix
topic 16 Rural busi- 30 Go 42 Homer's
29 Spreads, nesses against neighbor
asa T 2 3 B 5 |6 7 8 @ |0
E'aegep'”g 7 2
I Greenof |3 14
“Casino
Royale” 18 18
32 Small 17 118 g 20 21 |02
sounds
33Calson |©® 2412
34 Ignores 26
the limit
37 Too 2 %0
39 Big-billed [z
bird
43 Foot *
features 37 |38
44 Painter
Monet 43
45 Artist's 35
inspiration
AXYDLBAAXR
SLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE

CFN

JQLEZ EP GQQ DQIW

JQLEZ EP PVQTG

TQWZT ZCZTG

Cryptoquote: LOOKING BACK, MY
LIFE SEEMS LIKE ONE LONG OBSTACLE RACE,
WITH ME AS THE CHIEF OBSTACLE. — JACK

J

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba’s visitors.

Electrical power

> D

Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply
voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other
establishments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHQO's international
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to
buy boftled water from the
store.

Jr ¢ {CRUISED

Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

tj r:-

.5

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are

Ve

Safety

Since February 2024, Aruba
has been categorized as
the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe.

u‘f
MUGUST SCHEDULE '
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SUDOKU

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.

King Classic Sudoku

/ 115

9

6 7

Answer to previous puzzle
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Butterflies seek new habitats as climate changes: HEALTH
study P o
Paris, France Oranjestad San Nicolas
Climate change is driving Hospital IMSAN

shifts in where butterflies
are found globally, a ma-
jor study said Wednesday,
with many species moving
info new areas while others
are retreating from tradi-
tional habitats.

The study in Nature Ecol-
ogy & Evolution is one of
the most comprehensive
tfo date on how buftterfly
distributions are changing,
assessing more than 1,700
species across 105 coun-
fries and territories.

Researchers found that
nearly 80 percent of the
reported shifts in the geo-
graphic ranges where but-
terflies were associated
with climate change and
extreme weather events.
Other factors were also
driven by human activity:
changes in land use, inten-
sive agriculture, urbaniza-
tion, habitat fragmento-
tion and the introduction
of invasive species.

Butterflies are considered
important  indicators  of
ecosystem health because
they are highly sensitive
fo temperature changes,
have short life cycles and
depend on specific host
plants.

As the planet warms pri-
marily because of the
burning of coal, oil and gas
some butterfly species are
relocating northwards or
seeking out higher elevao-
fions in search of cooler
conditions.

However, just 22 percent
of species showed a shift in
elevation.

Overall, 80 percent of spe-
cies expanded their range
while 27 percent experi-
enced range contractions,
with some showing differ-
ent patterns in different
regions, underscoring the
complexity of responses to
climate change.

“This is rather good news as
it proves that butterfly spe-
cies are capable of migrat-
ing and shifting their range
to adapt to changes,”
study co-author Jonathan
Lenoir, an ecologist from
France's national scientific
research centre (CNRS),
told AFP.

A common yellow swallowtail butterfly (Papilio machaon) is feeding on a flower in Chisseaux,

central France, on June 27, 202é.

- ‘Trapped’ -
Lenoir cautioned that
range expansions were

easier to detect than con-
fractions because it was
simpler fo confirm a spe-
cies has colonized a new
area than prove it has van-
ished entirely from another.
Many observations, includ-
ing those made by citizen
scientists, were concen-
tfrated in lowland areas
and near urban centers,
potentially skewing the
findings.

But butterflies could only
adapt so far, Lenoir said.

It was possible that beyond
a certain warming thresh-
old more butterflies would

conftract their range, caus-
ing “much more rapid
and sudden upheavals”

among certain  species
and “potential  extinc-
tions”.

A 2024 study in Global
Ecology and Biogeogro-
phy found that 84 per cent
of roughly 270 butterfly
species studied in Europe
would reduce their range
by 2080 if global tempera-
tures keep rising.

“Some butterfly species
will not necessarily be able
to migrate further north in
latitude, or higher up in the
mountains, in response to
the global rise in tempero-
tures,” said Lenaoir.

us!

Species endemic to moun-
tain  regions on islands
could become “trapped”
as their habitat is reduced
“to almost nothing” with
limited options to shift else-
where, he added.(]
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Fave or flop? A guid

Cologne, Germany

The video game industry
is notoriously tight-lipped
about its numbers, filled
with members-only meftrics
like wishlists, pre-orders and
player numbers, so it can
be hard to know which
games have actually prov-
en popular and furned a
profit.

Industry associations such
as France's SELL periodi-
cally release sales figures
based on data taken from
game publishers.

Private research firms also
make their own estimates,
based for example on pub-
lisher or public data as well
as their own user panels
and rankings.

But publishers and sftudios
often highlight indicators
that are most favourable to
their messaging, which vary
depending on the type
of game, experts told AFP
ahead of the Gamescom
frade show now underway
in Cologne, Germany.
Here is a look at some of
the proffered gauges, and
how to read them.

- Wishlists -

Online stores operated

Gamers play Zeta video games at the Gamescom video games trade fair on the fair grounds in
Cologne, western Germany, on August 26, 2026.

by console makers as well
as gaming platforms like
Steam or Epic open “wish-
lists” for players to regis-
ter their interest before a
game is available to play.
Some publishers fout wishlist
numbers when they pass
an  impressive  threshold,
usually atf least a million.
But Rhys Elliott of Alinea
Analytics, a consulting firm,
told AFP the indicator usu-

ally had remarkably little to
do with actual sales, partic-
ularly for big-budget releas-
es known as AAA in industry
parlance.

“Never, ever, ever kind of
look at wishlists as a reflec-
tion of the sales,” Elliott said.
“For some very lucky indie
games or something like
that with lower price points,
maybe they can convert

40 percent of their wishlist
at launch,” he said.

“But for an AAA game, usu-
ally it's under 10 percent or
even under five percent.”

- Pre-orders -

Pre-orders are a more reli-
able indicator, Elliot said,
but he warned against sim-
ply converting sales volume
into a definitive amount of
revenue.

Bill Gates warns world unprepared for Al upheaval

Washington, United States
Bill Gates warned Wednes-
day that the world is dan-
gerously unprepared for
the upheaval brought by
artificial intelligence, with
the technology destroy-
ing jobs and threatening
human connection, espe-
cially for young people.

In a nearly 6,000-word es-

ik

say published on his blog,
the Microsoft co-founder
said the shift into the Al era
will rank among the most
turbulent periods in human
history and that no one has
produced a credible plan
for managing it.

His stance will draw signifi-
cant pushback from many

Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft and co-chair of the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, attends the Allen & Company Sun
Valley Conference at the Sun Valley Lodge on July 9, 2026 in

Sun Valley, Idaho.

in Silicon Valley and the
Trump administration who
blame “doomer” attitudes
among some tech leaders
for giving the Al revolution
a bad reputation.

“Al will either be the great-
est equalizer ever invent-
ed, or the worst source of
injustice,” wrote Gates, 70,
who now chairs the phil-
anthropic foundation that
bears his name.

“There is no plan to ease
the entry into the Al era,”
Gates said, adding that he
would likely support one if
it existed.

“However, | don't think
that's going to happen.
The geopolitical and eco-
nomic incentives are push-
ing too hard to go full
speed ahead,” he warned.
Gates said he saw three
main risks arising from the
fast deployment of Al.

The first is permanent job
destruction. Gates insisted

comparisons to the shift
from farm work to office
work were misleading, as
that transition unfolded
over generations and cre-
ated roles that sfill required
human thinking.

Al can substitute for think-
ing itself, he warned, hit-
fing law, medicine, cus-
fomer service, software
and manufacturing within
roughly a decade.

Enfry- and mid-level po-
sifions are the most ex-
posed, Gates said, leaving
young people entering a
labor market with far fewer
openings.

Blue-collar work will follow
as robots become cheap-
er, with the construction
and hospitality  sectors
feeling pressure by the end
of the decade.

Gates suggested that
some jobs should be set
aside for humans, even if
Al can do them better and
more cheaply.ld

me sSuccess

"Regional pricing and dis-
counts mean that huge
unit count can actually be
a small amount of revenue
or the other way around,”
he said. "A game might
cost $70 in the US and then
cost the equivalent of $30
in China.”

And a milion copies sold
for $10 each will of course
not generatfe the same rev-
enue as a game sold for
$70.

“Driling down a bit deeper
into, like, where the units,
the players, the copies sold
come from is super impor-
tant,” Elliot said.

- Number of players -

A publisher reporting «a
game’s number of play-
ers rather than its sales is
often seeking to disguise a
game’s frue performance,
Elliot said, particularly if it
comes bundled with a sub-
scripfion service -- increas-
ing the number of players
without any necessary ef-
fect on sales.

“I'm not going to say
‘sneaky’, but you're obfus-
cating how well your game
is doing when you do that,”
Ellioft said.

Many users on social media
also tfrack the “concurrent
users” figure provided by
Steam, one of the few sto-
fistics available online.
“Concurrent is very help-
ful,” said  Joost  van
Dreunen, a professor at
New York University's Stern
School of Business and a
specialist in video game
€conomics.

“That’'s where the audi-
ence attention is right now.
But it doesn't say anything
directionally about where
they came from or where
they're going next,” van
Dreunen said.

Also, Steam’s figures cover
only users on its own plat-
form, not those on other
providers or consoles.

- Playing time -

Playing time is the key met-
ric to watch for free-to-
play titles such as “Fortnite”
and “Roblox”, games that
make add-ons available
for purchase, von Dreunen
said, with developers bat-
tling for players’ attention.
“If it's free-to-play, you look
for retention,” he said.]



A15

THURSDAY 27 AUGUST 2026

i

Tutor’s curling Serena Rota shows how to throw the stone as people try the winter sport of curling
on ice-free synthetic curling rinks set up in Colle Oppio Park overlooking the Colosseum during a
hot summer day in Rome on August 24, 2026.

Curling attracts curious Romans under
Colosseum’s shadow

Rome, ltaly

Winter Olympic sport curl-
ing has found itself an un-
usual setting, under the hot
sun in front of the Colosse-
um in Rome.

New aficionados have
been converted to the ice
sport in the incongruous
southern setting of Rome.
A temporary rink in the
shadow of the Colosseum
has won over new fans of
curling, with locals and
tourists alike taking part in
the sport that gained trac-
tion during the 2026 Win-
ter Olympics held in Italy’s
north.

“They're curious Qs soon
as they see the rink, they're
immediately fascinated,”
said Serena Rota, 24, a curl-
ing tutor hired to infroduce
new players to the sport.

Rome installed the tem-
porary rink made of high-
density plastic, not ice in
June, bringing a sport more
commonly associated with
frozen lakes and icy north-
ern landscapes to the Ital-
ian capital.

The initiative was spear-
headed by Sport e Salute,
a public entity that devel-
ops and promotes sports
projects across the country.
On a recent afternoon
at the Colle Oppio Park,
which covers the ancient
ruins of Roman emperor

Nero's sprawling palace,
playersin trainers and shorts
launched curling stones to
slide across the bright white
rink.

Each throw began with a
soft thud as the stone hits
the rink, followed by the
low scrape as it glided
across the surface.

Pietro Valli, 21, said he
had been visiting friends in
Rome when he headed to
the park to play basketball.
He came across the curling
rink and decided to give it

a try.

- ‘Not that simple’ -

Valli admitted having been
scepftical of the sport that
seemed to be on every-
one’s lips during the recent
Olympics.

“It seemed so static,” he
said.

But after trying it for the first
fime in Rome, he realised
“there’s a lot of strategy
involved and it's not that
simple”.

With its origins in 16th cen-
tury Scotland, curling is a
team sport played onice.

Players  slide  polished
stones tfoward a target with
teammates sweeping the
surface ahead of them
with brooms to conftrol the
stones’ speed and direc-
fion.

With the lack of ice in
Rome's rink, the focus is

more on the throwing of
the stones than conftrolling
their trajectory.

Tutor Rota said it had been
fun to infroduce people to
the sport “which is mainly
played in northern Italy and
isn't very well known here”.
Valli looked over his shoul-
der at the impressive Colos-
seum as the light began to
fade.

“What's nice about playing
here in Rome in the summer
is that you can enjoy all of
this,” he said, something
“you definitely don't get in
an indoor rink in the cold.”
Tutors take players through
the basics step by step,
from how to hold the stone
to how to glide it across the
40-foot-long white rink.
Another tutor, Federico
Sanna, 24, said about 50
to 100 people have been
playing each day this sum-
mer.

“During the hottest hours,
it's difficult to last more
than one game.”

The heat radiating from the
white surface of the rink
added a distinctly summer
twist to the sport, as players
took frequent breaks from
the sun under the shadow
of trees.

Francesco Mariani, also 24,
took part in a friendly com-
petition with his friends, all
of them first-time players.(4
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Team Visma-Lease a bike’s British rider Matthew Brennan
celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the fifth stage

of the Vuelta a Espana 2024, a 173,4 km race between Falset
and Roquetes on August 26, 2026.

Brennan blasts to Vuelta
stage five victory, Pogacar
holds lead

Roquetes, Spain

Matthew Brennan powered to victory in stage five of
the Vuelta a Espana on Wednesday, comfortably hold-
ing off Jordi Meeus in a bunch sprint finish o claim his
second stage win of the race.

General classification leader Tadej Pogacar, the over-
whelming favourite to win the race, stayed in the red
jersey and maintained his solid overall lead.

On Tuesday, Slovenian UAE Team Emirates rider Poga-
car produced a sensational 50-kilometre solo effort to
stun his rivals and take control of La Vuelta.

Pogacar, aiming for a Grand Tour grand slam, holds a
3min 21sec lead on compatriot and four-time Vuelta
winner Primoz Roglic, in second place.

“You can see throughout the day everyone just went
full, I'm very thankful to finish it off again,” said Visma-
Lease a bike's Brennan, who also won stage two.

“Last corner | lost my wheel a bit but glad | could stay
safe,” added the 21-year-old. “Glad we could finish
with our arms in the air.”

After starting in Monaco and heading to France and
Andorra, the race finally entered Spain with a 173.3km
run from Falset south west of Barcelona to Roquetes,
with a profile inviting the sprint finish.

A small group got up the road near the start of the stage
and established a gap of more than two minutes.
However, on a windy day the pace was high and the
peloton caught the breakaway with nearly 100km re-
maining.

Brennan was given a perfect lead-out from his high-cal-
ibre Visma team-mates Wout van Aert and Christophe
Laporte.

Belgian cyclist Meeus was on Brennan's wheel but did
not come close to threatening the Briton.

“When you have Matthew Brennan there in a group like
that, it's the best card to play,” said Van Aert.

“It comes close,” he added with a grin, when asked if
helping guide Brennan to victory was a good as win-
ning a stage himself.

Italian rider Vincenzo Albanese completed the stage
five podium ahead of compatriot Alessandro Romele.
Thursday's stage six runs 177.5km from Alcossebre to
Castello with four categorised climbs, including a dirt
road in the final ascent..]
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Improving standards transform pole vault as spectacle, says

Duplantis

Zurich, Switzerland
Armand ‘Mondo’ Duplan-
tis said Wednesday that im-
proving standards in pole
vaulting had fransformed
the event from a demon-
stration to a proper com-
petition that fans crave.

Duplantis has truly domi-
nated the pole vault since
2019, winning two Olym-
pic golds and three world
fitles. Also a four-time world
indoor champion, he re-
cently picked up a fourth
European crown.

Beside the burgeon-
ing medal cabinet, the
26-year-old has also set the
world record 15 fimes.

It currently stands at a
towering 6.31 meftres and
Duplantis has regular at-
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Armand Duplantis during Wanda Diamond League - Silesia Kamila Skolimowska Memorial 2026
in Chorzow, Poland, on August 23, 2026

tempts at bettering that
mark, normally after he has
wrapped up another vic-
tory on the circuit.

But in recent competition,
Greece’s Emmanouil Kara-
lis has proved his worth as a
rival to the US-born Swede.
Asked whether he was
happy that his rivals were
now regularly hitting the
é6m mark, Duplantis joked:
“Nol! I just want to chilll
“ljust want to win, go home
and take it easy.”

Speaking on the eve of the
Diamond League meeting
in Zurich, Duplantis then
doffed his other cap, call-
ing the competition “really
fun™.

"l think everybody really
likes it. What's been really
amazing to see is just how
much the fans are getting
behind it,” he said.

“Everybody's really enjoy-
ing not only just seeing me
get pushed really hard, but
also everybody just jump
really high and jump really
well.”

Recent competition has
seen Duplantis and Karalis
captivate public inferest,
notably at the European
championships in Birming-
ham and in the Diamond
League.

“"We had a great compe-
fition with Manolo (Karalis)
and | in Birmingham, but
then in Lausanne, | feel
like it just kind of set a new
precedent for our sport
and our event,” Duplan-
fis said of the Diamond
League meet last week.

- Unprecedented -
Duplantis won the event
in the Swiss city with a
best of 6.21m, while Karalis
cleared 6.16m.

Never before had a sec-
ond-place finisher jumped
so high as both men broke
the previous meet record
of 6.15m.

“It's really unheard of and
unprecedented for our
kind of event. It's been re-
ally fun,” Duplantis said.
With barely time to pack
the poles and have a
breather, the vaulters were
back in action in Silesia on
Sunday.ld



