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Trump says will meet North Korea’s Kim later this year

Washington, United States
U.S. President Donald Trump
said Wednesday that he
would meet Kim Jong Un
later this year, seeking to re-
vive the bond he claims to
have struck with the leader
of nuclear-armed North Ko-
rea in his first term.

Trump told reporters at the
White House it was impor-
tant to "get along” with
Kim, adding in an unusu-
ally precise assessment
that Pyongyang now had
57 "“very powerful” nuclear
weapons.

But Trump’s sudden focus
on Kim and his scaling back
of joint US-South Korean
military drills have alarmed
Asian allies while sparking
speculatfion that he is seek-
ing a foreign policy win as
his Iran war stalls.

“Yeah, I willbe,” Trump said
during a tour of a new he-
lipad at the White House,
when asked if he planned
to meet Kim later in 2026.
Trump defended planning
to meet the North Korean
leader even as he wages
a war with Iran that he has
justified on the grounds of
preventing Tehran from
getting a nuclear bomb.

"He has 57 very powerful
nuclear weapons. Should
have never dllowed it to
happen... If | were presi-
dent, | wouldn't have al-
lowed it,” Trump said, refer-
ring to Kim.

“But he's got them. | get
along with him very well. |
can't lef Iran have a nucle-

Demarcation Line that divides North and South Korea, after Trump briefly stepped over to the
northern side, in the Joint Security Area (JSA) of Panmunjom in the Demilitarized zone (DMZ) on

June 30, 2019.

arweapon. And | know Kim
Jong Un very well, and he's
going to be fine.”

Trump gave no details, but
the Wall Street Journal re-
ported that he was eying
a meeting when he fravels
to Shenzen, China for an
Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) summit in
November.

- ‘Fire and fury’ -

While acknowledging
Pyongyang possesses
nuclear weapons, the US
does not officially recog-
nize North Korea as a nu-
clear state and it is unusual
for a president to publicly
offer such a specific assess-

ment of its stockpiles.

But Trump’s mention of
North Korea having 57 nu-
clear weapons is in line with
previous assessments by
the U.S. government and
think tanks that Pyongyang
had an arsenal of 50 to 60.
After initially ~ mocking
Kim as “rocket man” and
threatening “fire and fury”
against North Korea, Trump
met the North Korean lead-
er three times during his first
spell in the White House
from 2017 to 2021.

Trump said they “fell in
love” after exchanging
“beautiful letters” but the
headline-grabbing summits

produced few fangible de-
velopments on the nuclear
issue and they haven't
yet met in Trump’s second
term.

Yet Trump has now pushed
the issue back up the
agenda since suddenly an-
nouncing on Sunday that
he had ordered Washing-
ton to scale back "hostile”
military drills with Seoul, cit-
ing his relationship with Kim.
He has also dropped grow-
ing hints about communi-
cations with Kim, although
he wouldn't confirm on
Wednesday that the pair
were exchanging letters.

- ‘Completely unaware’ -

U.S. national debt exceeds $40 trillion: govt data

U.S. Secretary of Treasury Scott Bessent looks on during a
Cabinet meeting at Camp David in Maryland, on July 31,
2026.

The powerful sister of Kim
Jong Un said Wednesday
she didn’t know about the
reported communication
between her brother and
Trump.

“Regarding the recent
news from Washington
about communication
between the leaders of
North Korea and the United
States, | am completely un-
aware of it,” Kim Yo Jong
said in a statement.

Kim Yo Jong nevertheless
said her brother still had
“good memories and feel-
ings" about Trump and that

the relationship between
the two leaders remains
“"excellent.”

Her statement came hours
affer Seoul announced
the annual Ulchi Freedom
Shield exercises with the
United States would end
about a week earlier than
planned “at the suggestion
of the US side.”

The Pentagon said the re-
duced drills would cause
“no degradatfion to US
training objectives”.

The exercises are designed
to prepare for a possible at-
tack by North Korea.

Kim Yo Jong, however, dis-
missed the reduction, say-
ing: “we do not consider it
worth commenting on and
find it completely uninter-
esting.”

Nuclear-armed North Ko-
rea has long voiced out-
rage at the exercises, con-
sidering them dress rehears-
als for an invasion..

Washington, United States

The U.S. gross national debt has surged
past $40 trillion, government data showed
Wednesday, outstripping earlier forecasts
at a pace fuelled in part by President
Donald Trump's invalidated tariffs.

The uptick in borrowing comes as longer
term US obligations linked to social secu-
rity and health care have been growing,
while interest payments have climbed as
well.

Total public debt outstanding stood at
$40.05 trillion at the close of business Tues-
day, according fo data released by the
Treasury Department on Wednesday.

This stands in contrast to an earlier fore-
cast by the Congressional Budget Office
that overall borrowing would hit $39.4 tril-
lion by the end of fiscal year 2026.

Rising U.S. debt comes at a concerning
moment as borrowing costs have swelled.

Yields on long-term Treasury bonds rose
Tuesday to the highest level since 2007,
reflecting growing price pressures due o
war in the Middle East and anxiety over US
deficit spending.

The increase forces the U.S. government
to refinance debt at the highest rates
since before the 2008 global financial cri-
Sis.

The U.S. Treasury Department moved to
steady the long-term bond market early
Wednesday, sending yields lower.

The federal government operates at a
deficit and borrows money to cover the
gap.

But “it's been well known for a while that
the United States government was on a
pretty unsustainable path with deficits,”
said Jessica Riedl, a budget and tax fel-
low at the Brookings Institution.[.]
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Democratic U.S. Senate candidate, Florida state Rep. Angie Nixon waves as she is infroduced
to the congregation at the Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church on August 17, 2026 in Hallandale
Beach, Florida.

U.S. socialists score shock Florida win
as Trump picks stumble

Washington, United States
The Democratic Party’s left
wing on Wednesday cel-
ebrated its latest stunning
upset in a US Senate pri-
mary in Florida, extending
its winning streak into Presi-
dent Donald Trump's home
state as voters rejected
several of his prefered
Republican candidates in
other races.

State  lawmaker  Angie
Nixon defeated heav-
ily favored former national
security official Alexander
Vindman for the nomina-
fion to challenge for the
Republican-held seat in
November.

The result was one of the
biggest surprises of the pri-
mary season, with Nixon
overcoming a vast fundrais-
ing disadvantage against
Vindman, who became a
natfional figure after testi-
fying against Trump during
his first impeachment pro-
ceedings.

Nixon is a member of the
Democratic  Socialists  of
America and was backed
by prominent left-wing
lawmakers, though the na-
tional organization did not
formally endorse her.
“Look, we can argue all
day about people’s labels,
but at the end of the day,
| care about the needs of

people,” Nixon told NBC
News during the cam-
paign, describing her poli-
fics as “people-centered.”

Trump has been im-
peached twice -- the first
fime in 2019, after Vindman
blew the whistle on his at-
tempts to recruit Ukraine
into his efforts to smear his
2020 election opponent
Joe Biden. The president
was acquitted in a Senate
frial.

He celebrated Vindman's
primary defeat in a social
media post calling the
decorated combat vet-
eran a “freasonous creep”
and predicted “certain de-
feat” for Nixon against her
Republican opponent in
November.

Her victory revived momen-
tum for the Democratic left
wing after it narrowly lost a
closely watched Wiscon-
sin gubernatorial primary
last week. But it could also
make an already difficult
Florida Senate race much
tougher for Democrats.
The once-pivotal swing
state has shifted sharply
Republican in recent years,
and election analysts im-
mediately  downgraded
Democratic chances of
flipping the seat.

Vindman quickly endorsed
Nixon, and some strategists

even suggested his defeat
was d boon for mainstream
Democrats, who would
now avoid throwing millions
of dollars at a race many
believe they would likely
have lost anyway.

- Mainstream successes -
Mainstream Democrats
had better results else-
where in Florida.
Congressman Jared Mos-
kowitz easily defeated a
democratic socialist chal-
lenger in a newly redrawn
district that Republicans
hope to capture in Novem-
ber.His House colleague
Debbie Wasserman Schuliz
survived a crowded prima-
ry in a heavily Democratic
seat.

She had faced criticism
from party activists over
her decision to move into
the predominantly Black
district after a new Repub-
lican electoral map made
her old base less favorable.
Those victories offered a
counterweight to Nixon's
friumph, underscoring the
mixed verdict Democratic
voters have delivered this
year as the party debates
whether a confrontational
left-wing message or a cen-
trist approach offers the
best route back to power.
Republicans had an unset-
tled night of their own.]

modernag

This combination of pictures created on August 19, 2026
shows the Moderna logo at their headquarters on May 8,
2020 in Cambridge, Massachusetts and the Merck logo
at their headquarters on February 5, 2024 in Rahway, New
Jersey.

‘Breakthrough’ mRNA
cancer drug curbs
melanoma in large trial

Washington, United States

U.S. drugmakers Merck and Moderna said Wednesday
a personalized cancer treatment had shown success in
reducing the recurrence of melanoma tumors in a late-
stage trial hailed by experts as a “breakthrough.”

The news sent shares in Moderna soaring 145 percent fo
$154 while Merck’s stock was up more than 12 percent
to $152.

The drug, called “intismeran autogene,” is based on
the same messenger RNA (mMRNA) technology behind
Covid-19 vaccines.

Researchers have for years been trying to apply mRNA
freatments against cancer, but this was the first fime
such a drug showed positive results in a large, late-stage
clinical trial.

“Today marks an extraordinary milestone for Moderna,
for mRNA science and, most importantly, for patients
with cancer,” Moderna CEO Stephane Bancel said in
a statement.

The frial lasted approximately a year and involved
1,137 patients who, following surgical removal of their
cancers, were randomized into groups, with two-thirds
receiving the new freatment plus pembrolizumab -- the
current standard-of-care drug while the rest received
pembrolizumab alone.

The companies said they would present their data at
an upcoming international conference and begin filings
with regulators for approval.

- ‘Proof of principle’ -

Lennard Lee, an oncologist and assistant professor at
the University of Oxford who was not involved in the
frial, called the results “very encouraging,” adding: “We
should now look forward to seeing the complete data.”
Oncologist Marco Gerlinger, a professor at London’s
Barts Cancer Institute, added that beyond being good
news for patients with melanoma, it was “proof of
principle that personalised cancer vaccines work.”
“Ithinkitisfairto callit abreakthroughinthe development
of new cancerimmunotherapies,” he added, while also
noting the press release was short on details.

The treatment works by taking a sample of the patient’s
tumor and identifying its unique mutational signature, or
“fingerprint,” then using MRNA technology fo fight it.(J
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New ‘Insidious’ reflects anxiety of being a new parent: director

Los Angeles, United States
When he sat down to write
“Insidious: Out of the Fur-
ther,” the sixth installement
of the blockbuster horror
franchise, director Jacob
Chase channeled his fears
over a major life event: be-
coming a parent.

“I became a dad for the
first fime, and | was terrified
of being a dad,” he told
AFP.

“I' 'was really nervous |
would raise my child in the
wrong way, and | was think-
ing about parenting almost
in opposition of how | was
raised.”

The resulting movie, which
opensin U.S. theaters on Fri-
day, promises to take audi-
ences intfo the Further and
bring back the demons
who live there.

The main character is a
woman who longs to be a
good mother and protect
her daughter from the ter-
rible things that happened
to her, but ends up becom-
ing the worst version of her-
self in the process.

“I wanted to create a char-
acter who was haunted by
her past...the experience
with the Insidious...a char-
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(L-R) Lin Shaye, Island Austin, Amelia Eve and Brandon Perea attend the Los Angeles special
screening of Sony’s “Insidious: Out Of The Further” at AMC The Grove 14 on August 18, 2026 in

Los Angeles, California.

acter who already had this
frauma from her past and
was frying desperately to
outfrun her own sins of her
mom."

The result is an atmospheric
flm that gradually draws
the viewer to the other

side, revealing the fterror
that seeks fo infilfrate the
characters’ world.

Starring Amelia Eve, Lin
Shaye, Brandon Perea, and
Sam Spruell, “Insidious: Out
of the Further” infroduces
new directions and char-

acters to a franchise that
has grossed over $740 mil-
lion at the global box of-
fice.

- ‘Completely evolving’ -
This chapter follows Gem-
ma (Amelia Eve), a young

Spain’s Granada closes iconic Alhambra as new

quake hits

Granada, Spain
Granada's freasured Al-
hambra palace shut with
minor damage on Tues-
day after a second major
earthquake in days sent
debris faling and injured
three people in the Span-
ish city, authorities said.
The 4.8-magnitude earth-

quake took place at
around 10:38 am (0838
GMT) with its epicentre in
the town of Alhendin, 10
kilometres (six miles) south
of Granada, according to
the National Geographi-
cal Institute.

It was the sfrongest in a

A picture taken on August 18, 2024 shows a view of the
Alhambra from Saint Nicholas square after earthquake in
Granada.

series of earthquakes to
hit the southern region on
Tuesday morning, send-
ing residents rushing out
of buildings and into the
streets.

The Alhambra complex,
a UNESCO-listed jewel of
medieval Islamic archi-
tecture which welcomed
2.7 million visitors last year,
closed for the rest of the
day as a precaution.

A first inspection found no
“significant structural dam-
age” or a “risk of collapse”,
said Antonio Sanz, the An-
dalusia region’s top emer-
gencies official.

But there were “very lo-
calised situations” of minor
damage to “non-structural
elements”, including bat-
flements, plasterwork and
decorative elements, he
told an evening press brief-
ing.

“That must be taken into

account in terms of visitor
safety, but not from the
point of view of risk fo our
incredibly rich heritage,”
said Sanz.

Emergency services said
they received more than
500 calls in Granada re-
porting cracks, falling de-
bris and other earthquake-
related incidents, includ-
ing a dozen requests for
medical assistance, mostly
for anxiety attacks.

Three people were lightly
injured, including a girl who
was taken to hospital, said
Sanz, who ruled out “very
serious structural damage”
fo homes which “held up
well”.

Videos posted on social
media showed debiris
sfrewn on the streetf, in-
cluding in the historic cen-
tfre near the Alhambra,
and some damage fto cars
in the popular tourist city.[d

single mother raising her
daughter in the same
home where she grew up
a house that holds traumat-
ic memories.

It is there that Gemma dis-
covers she can not only
enter the afterlife but also
bring its shadowy inhabit-
ants info the world of the
living, a power that makes
her a target for terrifying en-
fities and puts her daughter
in danger.

For the 34-year-old British
actress, it was an exciting
opportunity.

“It's one thing to be wel-
comed into this franchise,
and it’s a whole other bless-
ing to then get to infroduce
a new aspect to thisincred-
ible world,” Eve told AFP.
To build that protective
bond with her on-screen
daughter, the actress drew
inspiration from her rela-
tionship with her own sisters:
“The people you'd do any-
thing for,” she described.
Eve shares the screen with
Lin Shaye, who returns
once again to play Elise
Rainier, a character who
fans consider the heart of
the franchise.

In this new installment,
Rainier represents a beao-
con of light for Gemma, a
role that taught her a loft,
Shaye says.

“It's still completely evolv-
ing, which is very exciting
fo me,” said the 82-year-
old actress.

“You'd think it's the same
old, same old every time
(but) I feel that Elise is learn-
ing something new about
herself.”

The women and their al-
lies in the world of the liv-
ing will face Cyrus, a new
diabolical entity played by
Sam Spruell (“Fargo”), who
commands the forces of
evil. “l wanted a villain that
was different,” said direc-
tfor Chase, who was look-
ing fo create a charismatic
demon.

“I wanted someone that
was a bit more human and
someone that had a real
goalin the film.

“To me, a charming villain
is sO much scarier because
| could see myself wanting
to follow them.” ]
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U.K. PM launches bid to help homeless, donating part of his wages

London, United Kingdom
New U.K. Prime Minister
Andy Burnham unveiled
plans Wednesday to offer
those sleeping rough a way
off the streets by Christmas,
and vowed to donate part
of his wages to help curb
homelessness.

“No one should have to
bed down in a doorway
or outside a station,” Burn-
ham said in a statement
announcing the new plans.
It comes a month after
Burnham replaced Keir
Starmer as prime minister,
and builds on his promise
on his first day in office fo
end rough sleeping.

His government is now set-
ting out the next steps to
achieve that aim, with
emergency accommoda-
tion and long-term housing
support to be put in place
across England this winter.
Under the program, areas
facing the highest levels
of homelessness and hous-
ing pressure will receive the
largest share of a boosted
£442 million ($666 million) in

funding.
And Burnham told the Big
Issue  magazine, which

works to fight poverty, that
he would donate 15 per-
cent of his salary to home-
lessness causes.

The publication says the
PM is paid about £180,000
ayear.

“I wouldn't want to ask

A

Britain’s Prime Minister Andy Burnham speaks with staff and residents as pays a visit to the
homelessness charity Changing Lives in Newcastle, north-east England on August 19, 2026.

anybody to do anything
that I'm not prepared to
do. | want to lead from the
front,” he told the maga-
zine.

“This issue matters massively
to me. | don't want to live
in a country where walking
past people sleeping rough
just  becomes common-
place.”

The number of rough sleep-
ers in England reached a
record 4,793 in 2025, ac-
cording to government fig-
ures.

Rough sleepers those
sleeping outdoors are a
minority of England’s to-
tal homeless, estimated at

382,000 in 2025 by leading
charity Shelter.

This larger figure includes
those who manage to stay
off the streets but lack a
permanent residence or
security of tenure, and in-
cludes families and chil-
dren.

The figures show little sign of
budging, with the Institute
for Public Policy Research
(IPPR) think tank warning
earlier this year that the
numbers could increase by
25 percent by 2030.
Burnham cited efforts to
move rough sleepers info
temporary accommoda-
tion during the Covid-19

pandemic, saying in his
statement that “we can do
it again”.

He also vowed to end
rough sleeping during his
almost-decade long stint
as mayor of the northern
city of Manchester, but ulti-
mately failed despite some
initial success.

- Helping ‘thousands’ -

He pledged on Monday
that the government would
convene the first national
summit dedicated to tack-
ling rough sleeping later in
the year.

Burnham also stressed it will
be up to local leaders in-

cluding mayors to drive the
action before Christmas.
He said during a visit to a
homeless charity in north-
ermn  Newcastle that the
program would be funded
from the existing housing
ministry budget.

But he acknowledged:
“The government money
may not fully get us there.”
“I'm saying to wider so-
ciety, faith organizations,
let’'s see if we can do this
together. Let’s see if Britain
can do this.”

The government said the
funding package would
not only provide immedi-
ate accommodation, but
also support the creation
of more than 1,000 perma-
nent homes over the next
three years.

Housing Secretary Angela
Rayner said the govern-
ment was moving “urgent-
ly" following Burnham’s
pledge.

“This funding will help thou-
sands of people leave the
streets behind, move into
secure homes and get the
support they need to re-
build their lives,” she said.
Charities  broadly  wel-
comed the announce-
ment, but there was skep-
ficism from other political
parties.

The opposition Conservo-
fives housing spokesman
James Cleverly said it had
been presented “without
any plan for delivery”.

Indian marble waste dump becomes unlikely tourist attraction

Kishangarh, India

A sprawling expanse of
white marble waste in In-
dia is drawing tourists, film-
makers and social media
enthusiasts fo a landscape
that looks more like a
snow-covered valley than
a dumping ground.

The site in Kishangarh, a
major marble-processing
hub in the northwestern
state of Rajasthan, is blan-
keted in white slurry and
discarded stone gener-
ated when marble and
granite blocks are cut and
polished.

Spread across 82 acres (33
hectares), it receives more
than 5,500 tonnes of slurry
every day from over 1,200
processing units, making it
one of Asia’s largest such

disposal sites.

But the industrial waste-
land has evolved into an
unlikely aftraction.
Couples pose among
the chalk-white mounds
for pre-wedding photo-
graphs, while filmmakers
and music-video crews use
the terrain as a backdrop.
Visitors ride horses across
the undulating landscape,
drawn by its unusual ap-
pearance.

Social media has fuelled
the site’s popularity, with
visifors ~ comparing  its
gleaming surface to snowy
alpine scenery.

Afterrainfall, water collects
in depressions between
the waste piles, forming
vivid blue pools that ac-

centuate the illusion of a
mountain vista.

Authorities have repeat-
edly warned about the
environmental impacts of
marble waste disposal in
the region, citing risks rang-
ing from airborne dust to
groundwater contamina-
fion.

Studies have detected el-
evated levels of salinity,
hardness and some heavy
metals in water from the
surrounding area.

India’s top environmen-
tal court ordered a series
of corrective measures in
January, including guide-
lines aimed at promoting
the reuse of slurry instead
of uncontrolled dumping.
“There is no engineered
liner system, no decanting

wells, no dust suppression
mechanisms, No monitor-
ing of air or groundwater,
and no protective green
belt,” the tribunal said in its
order.

But those dangers have
not yet deterred crowds
of visitors from soaking in
the striking, otherworldly
scenery.]

Tourists visit the marble-waste dumping yard in Rajasthan’s
Kishangarh city on August 16, 2026.
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Italian scientists bet on octopus to fight crab invasion

Cesenadtico, Italy

From a fishing trawler in the
Adriatic, [talian scientists
gently release thousands of
finy octopuses in the hope
of fighting an invasive crab
species that has devastat-
ed local fisheries.

A team from University of
Bologna is betting that the
common octopus can help
contain the burgeoning
population of blue crab a
voracious crustacean that
has ravaged shellfish pro-
duction in the Adriatic.
"We chose the octopus be-
cause, in the wild, it is a for-
midable predator of crus-
taceans,” Antonio Casalini,
one of the researchers, told
AFP.

Native to the North Ameri-
can Aflantic coast, blue
crabs arrived in the Medi-
terranean decades ago,
likely fransported via ballast
water from ships.

But their numbers have bal-
looned in recent years, with
the government and fishing
groups linking the boom to
warming waters and cli-
mate change.

With  sharp, blue-tinted
claws that are particularly
apt at prying open shells,
they have wreaked havoc
in Italy’s northeast one of
Europe’s top clam produc-
ing regions.

Authorities in  Bologna's
Emilia-Romagna region
said last year the species

A fisherman cleans an octopus in the harbour of Naples, 04 November 2006.

has caused almost 17 mil-
lion euros ($20 million)in
damages there since 2022.
Farming and fishing group
Coldiretti has put the fig-
ure at about 200 million
for the whole of Italy, with
the northern Veneto region
also badly affected.

“It eats everything includ-
ing young clams lying on
the seabed,” said Davide
Sanulli a fishermen and
mussels farmer with thick
eyebrows and grizzled hair,
said of the crab.

In lagoon-like areas off
the Po River delta "“it has
caused a massacre”, add-
ed the é4-year-old, who is
helping the university proj-
ect.

-,

.

Excellent swimmers and
weighing up fo one kilo-
gramme (2.2 pounds), the
crabs have few natural
predators something the
researchers are hoping to
change.

- Crab-eaters -

Launched last year and
funded by the Emilia-Ro-
magna region, the “Octo-
Blu” project seeks to in-
crease octopus numbers
as a counterweight to the
hard-shelled invaders.

The team breeds octopus
hatchlings in white water
tfanks at a lab in the port
town of Cesenatico.

When ready, the tiny inver-
tebrates are scooped out

by the thousands into a
large plastic bag and tak-
en out fo sea, sometimes
using Sanulli's rugged blue
fishing boat.

The hatchlings are then re-
leased near underwater
reefs where the group has
laid cement-and-clay artifi-
cial dens to help the octo-
puses thrive.

Some 80,000 have been let
out since June, an amount
the research team is seek-
ing to double by the end
of August, hoping fo see a
few grow into fully devel-
oped octopuses.

“The idea is to establish a
small community close to
shore so that it can better
combat the spread of the

blue crab,” said Casalini,
an aquaculture technician.
The project has some clear
drawbacks.

The common octopus is not
prone fo live in the sandy,
warm waters typical of
the lagoon areas where
the blue crab is making
the most damage, making
its potential impact there
negligible something the
researchers are well aware
of.

Other experts have sug-
gested that seabass could
be more effective at crab-
fighting and the Bologna
University feam is also look-
ing at eels, which are avid
eaters of crustacean eggs,
to complement the octo-
pus’'s efforts.

Yet, if replicated, the pilot
could still help limit blue
crab numbers and the re-
lated impact on the Adriat-
ic coast’'s marine environ-
ment, Casalini said.

“Blue crabs have an in-
credible reproductive po-
tential and ferfility rate,”
said Pietro Emmanuele, an-
other University of Bologna
researcher, noting a single
crab lays millions of eggs,
most of which hatch.
Although only some hatch-
lings reach adulthood,
were an octopus fo cafch
even a single female, it
would make a difference,
he said.]

Rafts on Rome’s Tiber River cool down overheated tourists

Rome, Italy

Forget the long lines at Ro-
man ruins and overpriced
gelato -- sweating tourists
are enjoying a break from

the scorching heat by raft-
ing on the Eternal City’s
Tiber River. A welcome
change from the beaten
tourist track, river rafting on

People raft in a rubber dinghy on the Tiber River past Tiberina
Island, in a stretch of the river that runs entirely within the
urban area of central Rome, on August 14, 2026.

the Tiber long the lifeblood
of the ancient city is a
unique, and relatively new
option for tourists seeking
to discover Italy’s capital.
Starting at the water's
edge near the historic Pi-
azza del Popolo, the inflat-
able rafts float by some
of the city’'s most photo-
graphed landmarks, from
the Castel Sant’'Angelo
the burial place of Emperor
Hadrian to St Peter’s Basili-
ca, the dome of which can
be seen from the water.
After approximately ftwo
hours, tours end at an an-
cient Roman port in the
neighborhood of Traste-
vere, whose name literally
means “Across the Tiber”.
“It's really nice to get a dif-
ferent view of Rome. It's

something special com-
pared with what you can
see on foot,” said Manuel
Frank, 19, a visitor from Ger-
many on a recent “Roma
Rafting” four.

His guide, Giuseppe Batta-
glia, said the 40-euro tour
allows tourists a different
perspective on the city,
one that follows “much the
same route that the Ro-
mans used fo take before
setting off on their con-
quests”.

In Ancient Rome and cen-
turies beyond, Italy’s third-
longest river provided wa-
ter and food, while acting
as a key trade route for the
city’s inhabitants.

“We're always used to
thinking about roads, cars

and motorbikes, but Rome
also gives us the chance to
take a tour along theriver,”
said the 37-year-old guide.
As the rafts reach the pic-
turesque Tiber Island, the
current picks up and cre-
ates light rapids, splashing
the rafters as they pass be-
neath some of Rome’s old-
est stone bridges.

Belgian tourist Sabine Mai-
sano, 50, said she had
sought out something dif-
ferent for her visit fo Rome
with her family.

“After a day of walking for
kilometers, being able to
sit down in a boat... even
though you have to pad-
dle a litfle, that allows us
to relax, stay cool and dis-
cover the city at a more
relaxed pace.”
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The history and meaning of the Aruban florin

(Oranjestad)—Aruba To-
day loves to share parts of
the Aruban culture with our
readers, diving into (histori-
cal) facts of Aruba, its cul-
ture and way of living. In
this article, we’ll look at the
Aruban florin: its history, de-
sign and symbolism.

In Aruba, we know the 5,
10, 25 and 50 cent coins,
along with the 1 and 5 Flo-
rin coin. Aruban Florin bills
include the 10, 25, 50, 100,
and rarely, the 200 bills. In
Papiamento we call our
currency Florin, but the
umbrella term for money is
‘placa’. Cents are called
‘cen’ (pronounced: seng),
both in the singular and
plural form. Most coins are
circular and their size de-
pend on their worth. How-
ever, the 50 cent coin is
easily recognizable by their
square shape, as is the 5
Florin coin by their golden
color. Every coin has the
Aruban emblem carved
on it, with the ofher side
displaying the worth of the

coin. The bigger 1 and 5 flo-
rin coins, however, contain
the carving of the emblem
on one side, while display-
ing the side profile of the
Dutch king, Willem-Alexan-
der, onthe otherside. When
his mother, Princess Beatrix,
was reigning queen, it was
her profile that was carved
on the two coins.

Outdated Aruban
and their names

In the past, Aruban coins
had distinctive names and
also varied in worth. For ex-
ample, a 5-cent coin was
once called ‘Dos Placa’;
10-cent coins were called
‘Debchi’; 25-cent coins
were called ‘Diez Placa’
and the 50-cent coin was
once called ‘Yofin® (pro-
nounced: jo-teen). We also
used a distinctive coins
worth 2 2 cents, called

coins

placa too. However, this
last coin is no longer in use
and has become a relic of
Aruban money. Back then,
the 5-Florin coin used to
also be square, but now it
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is circular.

Aruban bills: their design
and symbolism

The Aruban Florin collection
contains a variation of col-
orful bills, displaying incred-
ibly detailed and beautiful
designs that tell the story of
Aruba on a single piece of

paper.

Prior to 2019, the Aruban
Florin bills were relatively
simpler in design com-
pared to now, but sfill in-
cluded beautiful designs
and colors, often depicting
local animals. These past
designs were made by the
Aruban artist Everino Fingall
in 1990 up t0 2019. Between
1990 and 1993, the 5 Flo-
rin coin was a bill. The Fin-
gal designs also included
a 500-Florin bill, which has
now been discontinued.

In 2019, the Central Bank
of Aruba commissioned a
new design of the Aruba
Florin bills, this time select-
ing artist and former art
teacher, Nigel Maftthew,
to present his new design.
Matthew kept the tradition
of including local animals
and the familiar colors on
the bills. However, he in-
cluded additional designs
that represent the Aruban
culture and link to the In-
digenous inhabitants that
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were the first fo set foot on
the island.

Current design and sym-
bolism

10 florin

On the 10-florin bill, you
can see a Tortuga blanco
(white turtle). The blue col-
or symbolizes the blue Cao-
ribbean Sea. You can also
see the ruins of the Bushirib-
ana Gold Mill Ruins, a coral
motif, and the symbols of
Cas Floria (traditional Aru-
ban house design) with a
piece of mosaic.

25 florin

On this orange bill, you can
see an Aruban medicinal
plant called Shoshoro. The
birds Trupiaal, Shoco, rock
drawings, and the symbols
of Cas Floria with a piece
of mosaic are also depict-
ed. There is also a Purun
di ceramica (clay pot), in
reference to the relics left
behind by our indigenous
ancestors.

50 florin

On this bil, we see the
Cododo (blue lizard found
on the ABC islands), Can-
greu di tera (land crab),
Willem Ill Tower, and again
the symbols of Cas Floria
with a piece of mosaic,
as well as a beach plant
called Banana di rif. The
colors are pink/purple.

100 florin

This bill is green in color, rep-
resenting nature. Here we
see the Yuwana (lguana),

Aloe, Toteki (lizard), the
symbols of Cas Floria with
a piece of mosaic, and a
dance group performing
the Baile di cinta (forkloric
dance with silk ribbons).

200 florin

There is another bill with a
value of 200 dollars. The
brown color symbolizes
the earth of Aruba. Here
we see the Dornasol and
the Warawara—both lo-
cal birds, along with the
symbols of Cas Floria with
a piece of mosaic, the
Tuna cactus plant, and the
Caha di orgel (folkloric in-
strument, used for many
fraditional songs).

Exira fact:

The word “florin” is suppos-
edly named after the Ital-
ian city of Florence or it's
a reference to the ltalian
word “florino”, both expla-
nations related to historical
[talian currencies.

Source: Placa, placa,
placa by the National Li-
brary of Aruba (BNA).
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Best spots to view ihe sunsei

(Oranjestad)—What can
be more romantic than sur-
prising your pariner with a
date watching the sunset?
Aruba’s sunset leave many
speechless, and luckily,
the best spots to view the
sunset are entirely acces-
sible and easy to find. Here
are some of the best plac-
es to view the sunset on the
island.

Cadlifornia Light House

Of course, being one of the
highest points easily acces-
sible to locals and tourists,
the California Light House
hill not only offers a fremen-
dous view of the sunseft, but
also a breath taking scen-
ery of most of the island. In
the distance you can spot
all the hotels, the west-
ern shoreline and the wild
waves that crash on the
northern side of the island.

Manchebo & Eagle Beach
Speaking of the western
shoreline, the best spots
for viewing the sunset on

the beach has to be either
Manchebo Beach or at
Eagle Beach, which stretch
along the entire western
coast of the island. The
sunset on these beaches is
fruly breathtaking; the sky
and ocean look so big and
spacious, and paired with

the orange/pink hue of
the sunset, the white san-
dy beaches and the soft
sounds of waves crashingit
can only be described as
an experiencel!

Arashi Beach
Another beach that has to

be considered as another
great spot to view the sun-
set. Arashi Beach is the last
beach you will find along
the western coast line, just
before you drive up the
hill fo the California Light
House. A favorite for surf-
ers and body boarders, the

Anoiher ireqsure of Arubq s beaches: Sea Glass!

(Oranjestad)—lt is hard to
imagine this happening to-
day, but years ago people
dumped all kinds of refuse
straight into the ocean,
including old cars, and
their household garbage,
which of course included
lots of glass. Over the next
30 years the pounding
waves cleaned the beach,
by breaking down every-
thing but glass and pot-
tery. The pounding waves
washed the trash up and

down, back and forth. Tons
of polished, broken glass
pieces were created by
the pounding surf. These
smoothened, colored glass
particles then settled along
the sea shore in millions,
and that is why you can
find these beauvtiful and
colorful pieces on the north
shore beaches of Aruba.

Especially on the strip on
white sand between the
famous Natural Bridge”

and the huge red an-
chor close to “Grapefield”
beach you will be able to
find your own pieces of sea
glass. The sea glass that
was created is the product
of a very long and interest-
ing process.

It can take anywhere from
10 to 30 years to make sea
glass.

The name for any piece
of glass that finds its way
fo the ocean and tumbles
around in the water long
enough is “Sea glass.

The colorful pieces of glass
are being used for decora-
tion, handcrafts and jew-

elry!

Once glass makes its way
into the ocean, the glass is
broken up into shards and
is tumbled around in the
water, where sand and
other rocks act like sand-
paper to smooth out its
rough edges.

Sometimes as the sea glass
is passed through fire, it be-
comes fire glass, the rarest
of sea glass with certain

inclusions, just like precious
gems.

For years, the water beat
against the different kinds
of trash being dumped.
Glass, household appli-
ances and even motor
parts were discarded on
the beach. The waves and
weather conditions wore
down the overwhelming
amount of garbage in the
water, creating millions of
beautiful smooth rocks.

It's hard to believe the
short-sighted mistakes we
were making that could
have potentially ruined
these beautiful beaches.
But thanks to natural pro-
cesses, the ocean ftrans-
formed the ftrash into the
sea glass.

Each colored gem on the
beach has its own story.

The ruby red glass stones
are typically from old car
tail-lights.

Then, the sapphire rocks
are the remnants of bro-
ken apothecary bottles.
The most common and

Arashi sky stretches out for
miles, lending a spectacu-
lar canvas for the sun fo
create a masterpiece of
orange, pink and purple

Hooiberg Hill

These last two options are
for more active couples. If
you and your partner like to
hike, the Hooiberg Hill may
be a great place for you to
get your daily workout in
and enjoy a beautiful view
of the sunset and the island
as a little reward. Climb on
top the 587-step stairs and
reach the top to enjoy this
incredible scenery.

Casibari Rock Formation

If you're a rock climber,
you might enjoy watch-
ing the sunset on top of
the Casibari Rock Formao-
fion. It's no Yosemite, but it
does offer a fun little exer-
cise to get to the top. But if
you prefer not to get your
hands a little dirty, you can
always use the stairs in the
back.hue.ld

the easiest to find are the
brown, green and clear
glass.

If you like to see the sea
glass for yourself, and be
in awe of the power of na-
ture, rent a car or jeep and
go explore our deserted
beaches on the north side
of the island. Make it a fun
family day!

Even if we didn't mean to
pollute the Beaches how
we did, it is inspiring fo see
just how the earth can cor-
rect our mistakes.

Funny, how trash can
change into treasures!

Everybody knows that you
are not allowed to take
local shells home, but the
people working at the air-
port have no problem you
taking sea glass home. A
few of those pieces make
great souvenirs. You can
place them in a wine glass
or large bottle for decora-
fion and every time you
look at it a smile will light up
your face thinking back of
your unforgettable Aruba
vacation!
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO

starting at 1pm!

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play

Si,500 fin Cash Prfizes

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more 5200
Additional $500 Cash Prize in our

Monthly Early Bird Drowing when you

Floy Responsibly. Visit www.gombles

&
&A(eab)hr'a Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

org if you or

you knew has o gombling problem,

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne's Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts

Treasure Cove | El Pafio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutigue
Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Today is going to be a good day

) =

(Oranjestad)—Here’s why:

Aruba Today collected
some things fo do BEYOND
the beach. Yes, we know.
Aruba, located 15 miles
north of Venezuela in the
warm waters of the south-
ern Caribbean, is home
to beautiful white-sand
beaches, 82-degree days,
and thus ideal for the per-
fect beach day. But we
are also blessed with some
of the warmest people in
the world and our island is
19.6 miles long and 6 miles

across, with a total area of
70 square miles. Bit more
to discover than the white
stretch on the coastline we
say. Let's mention some of
these hidden gems.

Nature Calls

The Arikok National park is
worth the ride. We love the
hikes that are guided by
the park’s rangers whose
job is o maintain frails and
protect natural resources.
The flora and fauna are
beautiful and the histori-
cal sites tell you about the
island’s indigenous roofs.
The guided tours are even
free of charge. If you are
not up to walking, you can
drive through the park, one
way or another this park is
a great place to spend an
entire day. Cruising through
the landscape you end up
at some of the most stun-
ning beaches like Dos Pla-
ya or Daimara Beach. In To-
tal the park consists of 7907
acres protected nature
with a richness of animals
living init. The Aruban whip-
taillizard (cododo), Aruban
cat eye snake (santanero)
and endangered rattle

snake (cascabel) are just
some of them, you can also
admire these close in the
park’s Visitors' Center.

For more information, visit
the website www.acf.aw

The Lighthouse

No, you would not think
of this as a hidden gem.
The California Lighthouse
is actually one of the most
known highlights in Aruba
and many repeated guests
most probably fook the ride
uphill already. But, there is
a significant change to this
tfower. Since September
2016 you can climb the
top. In 2015 Stichting Monu-
mentenfonds started the
restoration of the Califor-
nia Lighthouse. The project
finished in September 2016
and the Lighthouse is now
open for visitors to enjoy
the beautiful view from the
tfop. The construction of the
Cadalifornia Lighthouse start-
edin 1915. The name 'Cali-
fornia’ came from a vessel
of the West India Company
and Pacific Steamship Co.
called ‘Cadlifornia’  that
shipwrecked in the area in

Feeling parched? Grab refreshment by
the side of the road!

(Oranjestad)—Touring the island in the
blistering heat can leave one feeling rath-
er thirsty and looking to cool off. Luckily
there are a few stands along the roads
of Aruba that can offer you just what you
need: a nice, refreshing beverage!

These ‘“coconut stands”

can be found
at several locations on the island, where
you can cool off with delicious smoofthies,

nuts!

drinks, snacks, and of course, fresh coco-

Packed with natural electrolytes, coco-
nuts are a fantastic choice for hydrating
yourself under the blazing Aruban sun.
Coconuts also contain antioxidants that

can help reduce stress and protect your

cells. So while you're having fun exploring
the island, know you are well-protected
with a fresh-cut coconut in your hand.

1891. Therefore they came

up with the idea of building
a lighthouse that could in-
dicate the island’s eastern
tip to ships with its light.

Kayak in the Mangroves

Mangel Halto at Savaneta
is definitely a place not to
miss out on. The beauti-
ful beach with the natu-
ral mangroves is simply a

beauty, bu’r if you are info
a more active way to enjoy
the nature: take a kayak.
While you are doing some
workout as it might get a lit-
tle windy and rough you will
see the island from a differ-
ent perspective. You can
even make a stop to do
some snorkeling at the reef.
[t's fun, it's healthy and for
sure something else.
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Aruba’s kite flying tradition

(Oranjestad)—Every vyear
for King’s Day, Arubans
gather with friends and fam-
ily to fly kites. Big or small,
paper or plastic, blue skies
fill up with these colorful fly-
ing contraptions, brighten-
ing our yearly celebration

of the Dutch Monarch.

The tradition of flying kites
starts at home in the weeks
leading up fo King's Day.
These kites were tradition-
ally made with things found
in the nearby mondi* andin

B
the kitchen at home Usmg
dried up cactus sticks for
the frame, old news papers,
and glue made from flour,
water and salt fo dry faster
(some people even use
cornstarch slurry as glue),
kids usually make their own

kites with their friends, par-
ents or other close family
members. Tails are made
from old bed sheets, ripped
and fied together to create
a long string of fabric trail-
ing behind the back end
of the kite. To finish off the
process, people used fish
lines or thin rope to fie three
corners of the kite fogether.
Another long string of rope
is tied in the knotted center
and bundled up, used to
steer the kite as it flies in the
air. Decorating the kite was
especially important, and
children would use paint to
create their own designs—

the more colorful, the bet-
ter!

People usually fly their kites
in big open fields, like emp-
ty soccer and baseball
fields found all around the
island around noon, when
the sun is at its brightest.
In the past few years, kite
flying has become a sport
in which groups of people
would battle against each
other to see whose kite is
the biggest, the prettiest,
and whose could fly flaw-
lessly and longer in the air.

*Mondi: Aruban woods.[

Lessons from

(Oranjestad)— Though
western medicine is now
widely used for common
illnesses and to keep our
bodies healthy and happy,
it is still very common in
every household in Aruba
(and around the world) to
have staple home rem-
edies that is passed on
through generations. Here
are some tips that our el-
ders have passed on to us
over the years.

Sweet potato

According fo our elders,
sweet potato is mostly use-
ful for low blood pressure.
People who suffer from low
blood pressure were ad-
vised to eat sweet potato 2

to 3 times a week. Howev-
er, if you have high blood
pressure, it is best not to eat
foo much sweet potato, as
this raises blood pressure.
Sweet potatoes are also
great for people who work
hard labor jobs, and it's
been said to be aid blood
circulafion in the body,
as well as help those with
hemorrhoids or diarrhea.

Many of our elders opted to
plant sweet potatoes them-
selves, mostly because of
how easy it was to do so.
Cut the end of a sweet po-
fato let it sit in shallow wa-
ter until it starts to sprout.
Then you may plant it in the
ground. Sweet potatoes

our elders: Plants and fruits

need plenty of water to
grow, especially in the first
week in the ground. It was
said that once you start to
notice the ground crack
underneath the flowers, it is
fime fo harvest. This should
happen around month 3.

Pomegranate

Pomegranates are also
one of the easier fruits to
plant and harvest. Origi-
nated from Persia, this
plant can grow almost ev-
erywhere. In Aruba, there
are many homes that have
a finy or big pomegranate
free. You may be wonder-
ing what the difference is
between a small and big
pomegranate free, for
which the answer is based
on harvest time. Tiny trees
produce tinier pomegran-
ates that can be harvest-
ed early on. Confrarily,
big frees produce bigger
pomegranates, but they
need enough time to fully
ripen before harvesting,
otherwise you might end
up with bitter seeds. Pome-
granate trees are also very
easy to plant. In essence,

for medicinal

if you just throw the seeds
on the ground, they could
grow into a free.

In terms of medicinal use,
pomegranate skins are
said to have a few benefits
for our health. According
tfo customs, pomegranate
skin tea can help those that
suffer from diarrhea. Dried
pomegranate skin tea is
also good for people who
have worms. Pomegranate
flowers can be boiled to
make a drink and this can
be used for iritated gums;
just take a swig and letf the
fea sit in your mouth for a
couple minutes.]

Source: Remedi i Kustumber
di nos Bieunan (Medicine and
Customs of our Elderly) by Di-

nah Veeris
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The Aruban Cunukero: From past to present

(Oranjestad)—Aruba’s cul-
ture consists of rich histori-
cal traditions that make up
the Aruban identity and
lifestyle. However, the life
of the cunukero (farmer) is
perhaps the most impor-
tant aspect of our culture,
in a sense representing to
locals the true essence of
the Aruban.

Historically, cunucus (farms)
played a huge role in the
early social and economic
development of Aruba,
and its relevance dates
back to the early days of
the colonization era. Upon
being discovered by Span-
ish conquistadors in the late
15th century, Aruba was
used primarily as a ranch,
housing horses and cattle
brought from Europe. Dur-
ing the Dutch colonization
era where the West Indian
Company (WIC) dominat-
ed the economic sphere
on the island, using the land
to set up cattle farms and
ranches remained popular.

Anthropologist Sidney Mintz
divided Caribbean farmers
back in four categories:

*The “squatters”, who were
mostly comprised of illegal
and poor colonists, run-
away slaves and deserters
who took advantage of
the Spanish’s weak supervi-
sion on Caribbean islands
like Cuba and the DR;
°Then you have “Early
Yeomen”, who were legal
farmers who came to the
west under contract. Once
their contract expired, they
were given a plot of land
for independent use;
*Proto-Peasants were
plantation slaves who were
allowed to have a small
piece of land to grow food
for their own consumption.
This was to curb the cost of
living on the plantations;
eLastly you have the
“Runaway Peasantries”,
usually comprised of run-
away slaves who acquired
farming tfools and cattle
through stealing or through
secret exchanges with
other slaves from different
plantations.

However, the Aruban cu-
nukeros back then are
hard to place, and their his-

fory may explain why.

From 1636 (beginning of
Dutch colonization era) to
before the oil industry in
1924, Aruba’s population
consisted of mostly farmers.
These farmers were mostly
indigenous and were char-
acterized as peasants. They
weren't allowed to partici-
pate in frading, but instead
were granted a piece of
land fo live off of. However,
in exchange for this grant,
these indigenous farmers
were obligated to work for
the WIC, doing daily tasks
such as taking care of or
hunting cattle large major-
ity of which were destined
for Curacoo, clean wa-
ter tanks and chop wood,
among other things.

As much as these farmers
were given to opportunity
to live "“free” with a plot of
land, their exclusion from
the trading and business
world, as well as being de-
prived the chance to be-
come real property and
cattle owners, made them
a unique group among
Caribbean farmers at the
fime.

The WIC placed a lot of
restrictions on these indig-
enous farmers a method
to safeguard their cattle
deposit on the island. The
indigenous farmers were
mostly granted less than 7
acres of land. Those who
owned bigger land were
either once doffiliated with

the WIC or were colonists
who settled on the island
to try their luck at farming.
In 1767, there were about
120 houses/cunucus on the
island.

These Aruban farmers were
also limited to the amount
of cattle they could keep.
Most kept goats as cattle,
as only those who were af-
filiated with the WIC could
keep (more) sheep. Of the
76 goat herders on the is-
land, about 45 of them had
less than 30 goats, and only
7 of them had more than
60 goats.

It wasn't until the WIC was
defunct in late 18th cen-
fury that these farmers
were able to obtain more
freedom as cunukeros.

After 1824, the govern-
ment gave these farmers
official permission to keep
livestock, and the obligo-
fions once placed on them
were officially discarded.

Because of the dry climate
in Aruba, growing food for
commercial purposes was
not popular. The focus was
mainly on caftle herding
and taking care of live-
stock. However, livestock
need food to survive, and
when Aruba experienced
its duper dry climate, many
farmers would see a big
loss in their livestock, and
hence profit.

Although the WIC at one
point did try to come up
with an initiative to get
more people to have

land on the island, the cli-
mate never really allowed
real profit from farming.
Because of the climate,
Aruban farmers in gen-
eral could not keep large
quantities of livestock. At
a certain point foward the
end of the 18th century,
the climate got so bad that
many farmers decided to
leave the island for a while.

For this reason, the farm-
ing economy on the island
remained small. As the
years went by and people
noticed that these farms
could not really produce
any sustainable profit, farm-
ers kept their small piece of
land just to live off of. This is
why the Aruban cunukeros
only played a very tiny role
info the plantation econo-
my.

In modern Aruba, cunucus
and cunukeros still exist on
the island, fortunately with
more freedom and more
opportunity to tap into the
agricultural market. These
farmers usually sell their pro-
duce on a smaller scale,
like during farmers’ market
events and other types of
(holiday) events.(d

Source: “Arubaans Ak-
koord: Opstellen over Aru-
ba van voor de komst van
de olieindustrie (Aruban
Accord: Essays on Aruba
Before the Arrival of the
Oil Industry)” by Alofs, Luc;
Rutgers, Wim; Coomans,
Henny E. red.
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CROSSWORD AP oem | Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba
By THOMAS JOSEPH ElxT1 RIM[s (Oranjestad)—When trav- store.
ACROSS 40 Flower [ T|aly | eling to another country,
1 Coffee girl, often TIH|A A- especially for the first time, Supermarket hours
dditi 418 ’1 [[O|N NIUIP it is always befter to be Supermarket hours may
addiive 'un N|AD DIRIE over-prepared than under-  vary depending on where
6 Banguet 42 Like some E{X|P PIIE prepared. That is why we you are staying on the is-
11 Reddish communi- R AISIK | have a list of basic—but land. Generally though,
dye ties ggg EE important—information most supermarkets are the safest country in the
12 Un- AIRIE cICIE that we think may come in  open from 8am to 9 or Caribbean by The Tele-
. handy to Aruba’s visitors. 10pm, Monday through graph, and many tourist
occupied  DOWN NIER LITIA Saturday. On Sundays, su- that visit have often told
13US€T! as 1 Rhythmic Electrical power permarkets generally close us how they feel safe to
advice dance 9 Flow 26 Turkey’s Aruba generally operates earlier; mostly around 2pm. explore the island or walk
14 Car count 2 React with 10 Holyfield capital on 110V to 127V supply orou'nd'o’r night. However,
15 Eye part horror ival 97 Pavlova’s voltage and 60Hz. There _ Safety rare incidents do occurs, so
17 Summer 3 Main dish 16 Readv for field are also three fypes o.f out-  Since February 2024, Aruba keep yourself and your be-
i Y lets used on theisland: type has been categorized as longings safe.
sign 4 Erelong romance 28 For A with two flat prongs; type
18 Leave 5 Like 20 Issuin h B with two flat and one 4 2
: g gac . » a0 )
quickly ogres, in from a 29 | eased grounding prong, and on |"IE2 v h\ CRU IS ou b J} o NS
19 Signing, folklore source 30 Ticks off occasion, type F with two 3 -~ "“H
for short g Nourished 21 Cardinal 34 Nepal found prong and fwo earth A m GUS; '|' SCH EDU LE "4
Pub staple ' clips on the side. However, G
22 Pub staple 7 Moody cap letters  setting Type A is most commonly ; (St
23 5mall music 24 Through 36 Ruin found in homes and estalo- : ffif?‘""nf'lﬂﬁﬂ.,m 24:00 | Barth: E ".r"': N
o ﬁtm 8 Twinof  25Top 37 Moose's lishments. - - .
ike somg : :
online Artemis story Kin Drinking water ,?Af:lf ﬁ:?::ﬂ: 22:00 | Berth: B
id 1T L2 P @3 B & |7 g @ [10 GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
Vi 905 Arriva z Departura: : Berth: C
E > z & ISGOI- 2300-:-
25 Draw ~ FREEWINDS
Closer to 13 14 | - Arrival: 6:00 | Departure: .......... | Barth: E :
27 Hotel 15 16 17 - e - . 1.
feature 18 19 20 21 . 3 :EEE}P‘"NDFD!:::T. re: 24:00 | Berth: E -
30 Cemrgl - g I
American The water that flows 25 CARNIVAL MAGIC
H . 2 Arrival: 2:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: B
capital through the sinks of every 8 GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
31 Clumsy house, hotels and other Arrival: :00 | Departura: 23:00 | Berth: C
one - establishments is distilled . ——
32 Tick off and perfectly safe fo drink. i
. 32 Aruba’s drinking water ex-
33 Soviet - ceeds WHO's infernational e - —
tyrant STOndOrdS fOT WOTer qUOl_ "‘__ o Arrival: Il"lnpiarl:;ro 24:00 | Berth: E ___.:-—__-'___-__ = = =
35 Border 38 ity, so there is no need to s -
38 Key e buy bottled water from the :rzm
39 Wild 455 7~ \
To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
AXYDLBAAXR o sachcalurin ad eech 9 box contas e umbers 9
, only once. Puzzle difficulty i y unday.
SLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used : :
. . L Ki 1 dok
for the three L's, X for the two O, etc. Single letters, ng Classic Sudoku
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 4 119
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
4-29 CRYPTOQUOTE 8 113|6 4 Answer to previous puzzle
7 411/912/3|6(7|5|8
WIR BMK MOVMWG QUDC M EMU 5/6(/7|4/8/9[2/1|3
317 4 g |[2/3]8|5/17]4]6|9
g 9(7|5(8|6(1|3|4|2
LMFQ. WIR BMK'C QUDC M 118 S [1(8[4]9(2(3]|6]7 /51
8 4 1 VE; 3(2/6(7/4/5|9/8/|1 g;?
8 8/4/1|3|7|2(5|9|6
EOMKZ LMFQ. — HIUD ) 6 = [6/9(3[1/54[8[2]7
3217 ‘{;D 7/5/2|6/9/8[1|3/4
=) Difficulty: %% 8/19
LDBIROC :
Cryptoquote: YOU CAN NEVER 5 2 38
GET A CUP OF TEA LARGE ENOUGH OR A BOOK T g /2()@
kLONG ENOUGH TO SUIT ME. — C.5. LEWIS PJAS v D




TEDAY.
E
®

SCIENCE

A13

Oldest human brain cells grown in lab ‘recorded
passage of time’

Paris, France
Peppercorn-sized clumps
of human brain cells grown
in a lab for a record sev-
en years aged similarly to
those inside our heads,
suggesting they “recorded
the passage of time,” sci-
entists said Wednesday.
These tiny clumps called
organoids are grown from
stem cells by scientists
around the world in the
hopes of uncovering the
mysteries of our brain and
fo test new medicine with-
out having to use animals
such as mice.

Normally these organ-
oids live for a few months,
meaning they can only of-
fer a window into the earli-
est stages of human brains,
which take nearly 20 years
fo fully develop.

So a US-led team of re-
searchers grew some for
around seven years, mak-
ing them the “oldest ever”,
Paola Arlotta, the senior
author of a new study de-
scribing the experiment,
told AFP.

They discovered that the
brain  organoids confin-
ved fo change and moao-
fure over the years, despite
never having been inside
an embryo, let alone a
body.

“The brain can continue o
develop outside the con-
text of a person for this un-
precedented amount of
fime,” explained Arlotta, a
Harvard University profes-
sor.

The scientists hope this will
help shed light on how a
range of disorders such
as autism and schizophre-
nia first emerge and then
progress later in life.

The study, published in the
journal Nature, said the
organoids ‘“recorded the
passage of fime and retain
a memory of the develop-
mental steps already per-
formed”.

This does not mean organ-
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26 weeks remain
Price :$7000
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220901

This handout image obtained from the press service of Springer Nature Publishing Group on
August 19, 2026 shows a view taken in March 2023 in the Arlotta Lab, Department of Stem Cell
and Regenerative Biology of Harvard University of brain organoids, human brain cells grown in a

lab by Harvard researchers.

oids have memories like
we tend tfo think of them
such as recaling some-
thing from childhood but
simply that their past is “en-
graved” on a cellular level,
Arlotta emphasized.
Organoids are "biological
models” or “avatars” for
human brain cells that are
far less complex and do
not receive sensory input,
she added.

Scientists widely agree that
organoids are not capable
of consciousness or other
higher-order brain  func-
fions.

Experiment ‘warped time’
The researchers analyzed
their ageing organoids with
three different kinds of re-

cently developed genetic
“clocks” that can roughly
determine the biological
age of cells.

They all showed that the
organoids changed over
time in similar ways to nor-
mal brain cells.

To further confirm their the-
ory, the scientists carried
out what Arlotta described
as a “crazy experiment”.
They mixed cells that had
been developing for a
year together with others
that were only two weeks
old, creating a “chimera”.
The young cells behaved
as normal.

But the older cells “jumped
ahead a whole chunk of
development” and start-
ed making neurons that

How to_seach us!

normally take around four
months, Arlofta said.

This effectively “warped
time” for brain develop-
ment, which was “super
cool”, she added..
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Robots sort packages and serve fast food at Beijing showcase

Beijing, China

Robots sorting parcels and
serving fried chicken en-
thralled visitors at a robotics
expo in Beijing on Wednes-
day, where hundreds of
companies set out ftheir
pifches for a future labour
market fransformed by arti-
ficial intelligence.

The Chinese government
has embraced robotics as
a strategic industry, and
local firms have ploughed
resources info the develop-
ment of embodied Al.

The results of that invest-
ment were very much in
evidence on the first day
of the World Robot Con-
ference, as thousands of
Chinese and foreign visitors
weaved through demon-
strations of robots in houses,
shops and factories.

“"Our greatest focus is on
when robofts will make their
way info thousands of in-
dustries and thousands of
homes,” said Kang Yu, a
Beijing-based investor at-
tending the expo for a third
straight year. “This requires
them to possess a certain
level of intelligence.”

At one booth, visitors point-
ed their phones at a hu-

=

A humanoid robot produced by China Mobile serves tea during the 2026 World Robot conference

in Beijing on August 19, 2026.

manoid wearing an apron
as it gingerly reached for a
foy chicken drumstick be-
fore clamping down and
lifting the fake meat into a
bucket.

Nearby, dozens of guests
craned their necks at a
towering humanoid as the
limbs on the five-metre
(16-feet) model slowly ma-
noeuvred up and down.
“Is it a ‘machine’, or a ‘hu-

man’e” posited a sign next
fo the enormous machine.
“That is a distinction for the
future.”

Hundreds of robotics start-
ups, some just a couple
years old, peppered the
sprawling convention cen-
fre hoping to dazzle.

"You can see the improve-
ments every vyear,” said
Soumodip Sarkar, the ex-
ecutive president of a sci-

ence park in Portugal who
was visiting the expo on a
tour of factories in China.
“This is a space | see that
China is already dominat-
ing and is going to domi-
nate.”

- Challenges ahead -
Particularly impressive were
improvements in robofic
hands, Sarkar said, wiggling
his fingers.

Europe can’t afford to miss Al revolution: ECB chief

Frankfurt, Germany
European Central Bank
chief Christine Lagarde
said Wednesday that the
continent could not afford
to miss out on the artificial
inteligence revolution as
the continent's growth
model comes under in-
creasing pressure.

The United States and Chi-

na are seen leading the Al
race, with their companies
producing the most ad-
vanced large language
models and rapidly build-
ing vast new data centres.
“Europe largely missed out
on the first digital revolu-
fion, as the commercial
gains from the spread of
information and communi-

23 July 2024, Hesse, Frankfurt am Main: Christine Lagarde,
President of the European Central Bank (ECB), answers a
journalist’s question at the press conference.

cation technologies were
captured  disproportion-
ately elsewhere,” Lagarde
said at a World Economic
Forum event in Geneva.
“We cannot afford to re-
peat that experience with
artificial inteligence, the
second digital revolution,”
she said.

While European compa-
nies are investing heavily in
Al, barriers in the eurozone
are hindering them from
scaling up their operations,
she said.

The “fragmentation” of EU
markets means firms are
not competing enough
across the whole eurozone
and also struggled to raise
funds, particular  when
compared to U.S. peers,
Lagarde said.

“The result is fewer firms
growing to global size and
slower diffusion of new
technologies across the
economy.”

She added that scale is
particularly important for
Europe to be able to com-
pete in Al and other new
technologies at a fime
when Europe'’s post-war
growth model faces major
challenges.

She noted that Europe
had long benefitted from
“three pillars” -- a rules-
based global order under-
pinned by US security guar-
antees, cheap energy and
expanding global trade.
“All three are weakening
as the international envi-
ronment changes,” she
said.

“These shifts suggest that
Europe’s post-war growth
model is eroding. And it
is unlikely to refturn to the
form we once knew.”

The refurn of US President
Donald Trump to the White
House, in particular, has
shaken relations between
the United States and
Europe.]

Forinstance, robots that last
year could not pick up fruit
now do so -- an important
breakthrough as “we have
a big need for agricultural
applications”, he said.
While Chinese visitors made
up an overwhelming major-
ity of the aftendees, there
were more people from
abroad than before, said
investor Kang.

Her company was one
of the first to invest in Chi-
nese robotics darling Uni-
free, whose share price
soared over 600 percent
on its debut in Shanghai on
Wednesday.

At the Unitfree booth, a
robot made a sandwich
with two slices of bread
and a single piece of let-
tuce, pinching the leaf to
assemble it. Kang said the
applications of embod-
ied Al have become more
obvious, pointing to robots
making noodles or acting
as emotional companions.
But the industry is still “full of
challenges”, Kang said.

For example, “when there's
poor internet connection,
response fime will be very
slow”. Nearby, a ftable-
tennis-playing  humanoid
the height of a 10-year-old

child was wired to the in-
ternet as it returned a ball
fo its human opponent.
Elsewhere, a staff memlber
lunged towards a toddler-
sized robot in a T-shirt that
threatened to knock into a
human child.

- ‘ChatGPT moment’

There are geopolitical ob-
stacles too.

Washington has blacklisted
Unitree and dozens of oth-
er Chinese tech firms it says
are aiding the military.
Some fears of illicit data
fransfers also exist in Eu-
rope, said Sarkar, the visitor
from Portugal.

But change is in the air,
said Yang Qian, the COO
of X Square Roboft, which
produces robots for use in
homes and logistics.

Many foreign customers,
including from the United
States, “often come to our
company for research”,
she told AFP as robotic
arms  pushed packages
along a conveyor belt in
the booth behind her.]
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Aryna Sabalenka celebrates her win against Xinyu Wang of China during day eight of the
Cincinnati Open at the Lindner Family Tennis Center on August 18, 2026 in Mason, Ohio.

No.1 Sabalenka slams Wang to
advance at Cincinnati

Cincinnati, United States
Aryna  Sabalenka un-
leashed her big game

with devastating effect on
Tuesday, hammering Chi-
na's Wang Xinyu 6-1, 6-3
to reach the fourth round
of the ATP-WTA Cincinnati
Masters.

The world number one fook
only 20 minutes to blow
through the first set against
her 3éth-ranked opponent
and began the second set
with a break of serve.
Sabalenka kept up the
pressure in the second set
with Wang double-faulting
onthe topseed’s first match
point affer 54 minutes. The
victory marked the 45th in
a row for Sabalenka at the
Masters 1000 level.

"l cannot complain. She's
a tough opponent,” Sa-
balenka said. “To win in
straight sets like this in under
an hour is insane.

“I'm super happy to be
through. I really trusted my-
self and went for my shots.
I wasn't over-thinking. | was
able to stay focused and
be in every point.”
Sabalenka  next  plays
Czach Sara Bejlek, a 4-6,
6-1, 6-2 winner over Ekat-
erina Alexandrova.

Fourth seed Coco Gauff
needed to battle follow-
ing a sizzling first setin a 6-1,
7-6 (7/3) victory over fellow
American Ann Li.

The 2023 champion had

it all her own way in the
opening set against her
29th-ranked foe, winning
in 30 minutes. The pair ex-
changed early breaks in
the second on the way to a
tie-breaker, in which Gauff
seized a 4-1 lead and won
on her third match point.
“She played beftter in the
second sef and | missed a
couple of break opportuni-
fies,” Gauff said. "l tried to
forget about those.

“It was hard to control the
ball for both of us and it was
my first time playing a day
match on this center court
so | had to adjust to that.”
Mirra  Andreeva’s French
Open reigning champion
status counted for little as
the fifth seed struggled to
close out a 6-1, 7-6 (7/5)
victory over Janice Tjen.
The Indonesian challenger
ranked 37 was bowled over
in the first set but made An-
dreeva work to finally ad-
vance.

“In the first | was in com-
mand and she had un-
forced errors here and
there, but in the second
affer a couple of games
| started gefting nervous,
she made fewer mistakes
it turned into a match of
mentality and physicality,”
Andreeva said.

Eighth seed Elina Svitolina
was forced to withdraw
before her match against
Wang Xiyu with an ankle

injury.

“I've been advised by the
doctors to take a little bit
of fime to rest and recover
completely,” the Ukrainian
said in a statement.
Canada’s second-seeded
Felix Auger-Aliassime elimi-
nated Argentina’s Juan
Manuel Cerundolo 7-5, 6-1
in 90 minutes.

“It was a tricky start, finding
my rhythm,” the Canadian
said. “Lefties are tricky, you
don't play them so often.
You can prepare all you
want but until you step
onto the court you can't
find your right adjustments.
Then vyou feel comfort-
able.”

Washington winner and
fifth seed Taylor Fritz fired
eight aces in defeating
Daniel Merida 6-3 6-4 in
83 minutes. The Spaniard
made 25 unforced errors as
Fritz booked a fourth-round
match against Australian
Chris O'Connell, who is 0-3
against the American.

- ‘I played amazing’ -

Last week’s Montreal finalist
Brandon Nakashima came
from the brink to upset
fourth seed Daniil Medve-
dev 6-7 (3/7), 7-6 (7/4), 6-1.
Nakashimaled 5-2in the first
set before falling in the tie-
breaker, then saved three
match points in the 10th
game of the second set on
the way to forcing a third,
which he dominated.(d

Australia’s Nick Kyrgios reacts after a point against France’s
Giovanni Mpetshi Perricard during their men’s singles match
at the Brisbane International tennis tournament in Brisbane on
December 31, 2024.

Kyrgios admits ‘huge
mistake’ after failing test for
cocaine

London, United Kingdom

Australian tennis star Nick Kyrgios said on Wednesday he
had made "a huge mistake” after he was provisionally
suspended for testing positive for cocaine.

The 31-year-old, who reached the final at Wimbledon in
2022, failed a doping fest during an ATP event in Mal-
lorca on June 22.

“On 17 July 2026, a World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)
accredited laboratory confirmed the presence of ben-
zoylecgonine, a metabolite of cocaine,” the Interna-
tional Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA) said.

Kyrgios, whose undoubted talent has been overshad-
owed by a suspect temperament and injuries, wrote on
Instagram that he took “full responsibility”.

“I made a huge mistake,” he wrote.

“I'm sorry to my fans, my family, my sponsors and every-
one close to me. Above all, I'm sorry fo the kids who fol-
low me.

“I know the example this sets and I'm deeply disappoint-
ed in myself.”

Boasting a big serve and booming ground strokes, Kyr-
gios has won seven singles titles on the ATP Tour and rose
to a high of 13 in the world in 2016.

His finest performance was on the grass at Wimbledon in
2022, when he reached the championship match, losing
in four sets to Novak Djokovic.

Despite his natural talents that is as good as it gof, with a
series of injuries taking their toll.

He is now ranked 919 and has barely played in singles
tennis in recent years. His most recent high-profile on-
court appearance was his ‘Battle of the Sexes’ exhibi-
fion match against women'’s world number one Aryna
Sabalenka late last year.

In January, he admitted he would never be the player
that he once was.

Kyrgios is one of the few players to have recorded tour-
level wins over the “Big Four” of Roger Federer, Rafael
Nadal, Djokovic and Andy Murray.

But the success on court came with huge problems off it,
including severe injuries to his right elbow, left wrist, hip,
knees, shoulders and collarbone.

He has had numerous surgeries, the most serious a com-
plete reconstruction of his right wrist in 2024.

On Wednesday, he said that the injuries had taken “a
huge toll on me both physically and mentally”.(]
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Mcliroy questions LIV stars ‘value’ as talk of PGA return builds

Los Angeles, United States
Rory Mcllroy on Wednes-
day questioned whether
Bryson DeChambeau
and Jon Rahm had ever
“brought value” to LIV
Golf, as the divisive rival
tour scrambles to rein-
vent itself and speculation
mounts that ifs stars could
jump ship.

Having lost its deep-
pocketed Saudi backers,
breakaway series LIV this
week was forced to can-
cel its season-ending team
championship event in a
bid to stay afloat info next
year, when it is exploring a
simmed-down schedule.
Asked whether LIV's big-
gest stars should be al-
lowed to return to the PGA
Tour as has been widely
rumored and if they would
“bring value,” Mcliroy was
dismissive.

Rory Mcliroy of Northern Ireland looks on from the eighth tee prior to the BMW Championship
2026 at Bellerive Country Club on August 19, 2024 in St Louis, Missouri.

“I mean, | would argue,
have they brought value
to LIV2 You know?” said
Mcllroy.

DeChambeau and Rahm
were among the most
prominent and highly paid
defectors to LIV Golf.

LIV reportedly received
more than $5 billion from
Saudi Arabia’s Public In-
vestment Fund between
2021-2026, before it pulled
the plug.

Six-time major winner Mc-
llroy has remained stead-
fastly loyal to the tradition-
al PGA Tour, and an out-
spoken crific of LIV.

"I feellike I've kept my posi-
fion consistent that LIV has
never been a good thing
for the game,” said Mcllroy
on Wednesday, ahead of
the BMW Championship in
Missouri.

While former LIV stars like
Brooks Koepka have re-
cently accepted deals to
return to the PGA Tour, Mc-
lroy predicted it will be “a
fough, tough road back”
for LIV's top holdouts.
World number one Scot-
tie Scheffler had offered
a more diplomatic an-
swer when asked ear-
lier Wednesday about the
possibility of LIV stars return-
ing to the PGA fold.

“"When you look at the
higher levels of LIV Golf
there's definitely some
players that would provide
a lot of value to the Tour,”
he said.

Meanwhile, LIV  officials
continued to express opti-
mism about their tour’s vi-
ability, despite reports that
multiple players and ven-
dors are owed money.

LIV has touted a “2.0" ver-
sion going forward under
new investors, including a
shorter season, with smaller
prize pots, but offering ifs
players greater equity.

At a press conference
Wednesday cahead of
LIV's Indianapolis tourna-
ment, chief executive of-
ficer Scott O’'Neil outlined
proposals for *“five mar-
quee team champion-
ships on each of the five
continents we play. There
would also be "five team
signature  events, pre-
dominantly in the US and
positioned around major
championships.”4



