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Trump hints at K|m contacts after scallng back Seoul drills

Washington, United States

U.S. President Donald Trump
said Monday that Kim Jong
Un had responded to his
recent overtures, a day af-
ter he scaled back military
drills with South Korea and
praised his relationship with
the North Korean leader.

Trump said he was making
the situation “much saf-
er” through his ties to Kim,
whom he met three times
in his first spell in the White
House, but has yet to en-
counter during his second
term. While praising the
leader of nuclear-armed
North Korea, he rebuked
key ally Seoul for failing fo
help Washington fight Iran
a war Trump says is aimed
at stopping Tehran from
getting the atomic bomb.
Asked why Kim hadn't re-
plied to his requests for a
conversation since return-
ing to office last year, Trump
told reporters in the Oval
Office: "How do you know
he hasn't respondede”
When pressed about
whether Kim had actually
responded, Trump said:
“Yeah, he has.”

Asked what stage the con-
versations with Kim were at,
Trump said “it's very posi-
five,” but provided no fur-
ther detail.

Trump then doubled down
on his praise for Kim, saying
their fies reduced tensions.
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South Korean protesters hold placards as they attend a rally o oppose the joint military exercise
between South Korea and the U.S. named Ulchi Freedom Shield (UFS), in front of the U.S. embassy

in Seoul on August 17, 2026.

"“You see, I'm actually mak-
ing it much safer. Kim Jong
Un has always treated me
with great respect,” Trump
said. "l understand him. He
understands me.”

- ‘Strange’ -

Trump initially took aim at
South Korea on his Truth
Social network on Sunday
night, abruptly announcing
that he had ordered the
Pentagon to scale back
“inappropriate and hostile”
military drills with Seoul.

He also linked the decision

to South Korea'’s refusal to
help with the US-Israeli war
with Iran.

“Wait a minute. We have
39.000 soldiers over there,
guarding you from Kim
Jong Un, your next-door
neighbor, and you're not
going to help us on a very
easy military operation in
Iran. That's strange,” Trump
said in the Oval Office.
Trump once again called
into question US support
for both South Korea and
NATO allies that have re-
fused to confribute to the

Iran war.

“We can’t go around and
protect all of these coun-
fries, especially  when
they're not there to help
us,” he said.

South Korean officials said
the exercises had begun
as planned and that they
hoped the personal chem-
istry between Trump and
Kim would bring them back
to talks. North Korea has
not responded publicly,
although it has previously
voiced anger at the regu-
lar joint maneuvers that

take place in the South.
The top US Senate Dem-
ocrat on military affairs
slammed Trump’s order to
downsize the Korean drills,
and said China and Russia
were “watching how eas-
ily this president abandons
America’s allies”.

“This is another inane, hap-
hazard decision by Presi-
dent Trump and his chaotic
administration,” Senate
Armed Services Commit-
fee ranking member Jack
Reed said.

- Asian anxiety -

The 11-day Ulchi Freedom
Shield exercises are de-
signed to prepare for a pos-
sible war with North Korea.
Colonel Ryan Donald,
spokesman for the US
and South Korean Com-
bined Forces Command,
has said they will simulate
combat against North Ko-
rean troops hardened by
their deployment on Rus-
sia’s side in its invasion of
Ukraine.Seoul’s presidential
office told AFP it remained
n “close coordination” with
Washington over the exer-
cises.Pyongyang decries
the drills as dress rehearsals
for an invasion.

It recently test-fred a bal-
listic missile over the Sea of
Japan, and warned on Fri-
day it could respond to the
exercises with a “new level
of deterrent”.(]

Two largest U.S. reservoirs hit record lows amid western drought

Los Angeles, United States
The two largest reservoirs
in the United States have
fallen to record lows as a
severe drought grips the

F— T T

country’s West, according
to data released over the
weekend.

The new records highlight
the difficulties fueled by

A “bathtub ring” is visible at sunset during low water levels the
Lake Mead reservoir due to the western drought on July 19,
2021 as seen from the Hoover Dam on the Colorado River at
the Nevada and Arizona state border.

climate change facing the
Colorado River, a crucial
resource for 40 million
people.

The river feeds both Lake
Powell and Lake Mead,
two  reservoirs  created
by massive dams built to
distribute water year-round
and generate electricity.

Their water levels are now
just above the threshold
at which electricity
production  would be
affected.

On Sunday, the level
of Lake Powell, which
lies mostly in Utah, fell
to 3,519.80 feet (1,072.8
meters) above sea level,
just below its previous low
set in 2023, according to
data from the Bureau of
Reclamation, the federal

agency responsible  for
monitoring the Colorado
River.

On Friday, Lake Mead,
created by the Hoover
Dam on the boundary
between Nevada and
Arizona, fell to 1,039.70 feet
above sea level, (316.9
meters), data showed.

The seven states that
depend on the Colorado
River have been arguing
for years about how to
share the river's water
without being able to
reach an agreement.

The impasse forced the
Trump administration  to
act as arbiter, unveiling
a plan at the end of July
that includes significant
restrictions to address the
drought threatening the

river.

The new plan allows the
administration to impose
restrictions on California,
Arizona and Nevada,
requiring them to reduce
their  collective  water
consumpfion by up fo
3.7 bilion cubic meters

per year until 2036 the
equivalent of 1.5 million
Olympic-sized  swimming
pools.

It does not require major
efforts  from  Colorado,
Utah, Wyoming, and New
Mexico, the other states
that depend on the river.
This disputed imbalance
could lead to a legal
battle, and Arizona has
already set aside several
million dollars for potential
lawsuits.[]
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OpenAl to lease massive new Al data center in U.S., backed by

[} (]
Nvidia
San Francisco, United States
ChatGPT-maker  OpenAl
will lease a massive new
data centfer in the United
States for 20 years, backed
by a $105 bilion financing
commitment from Nvidig,
according to a regulatory
filing published Monday.
The project will be built on
the site of a former Cold
War-era uranium enrich-
ment plant in Ohio and
could eventually grow to
have 8 gigawatts of ca-
pacity, making it the larg-
est single data center for
artificial inteligence (Al).
The data center will also
run “exclusively” on Nvidia
chips.
SoftBank and the data
center's owner, a subsid-
iary called SB Energy, will
invest more than $4 billion
into local energy infrastruc-
fure and “build at least 10
GW of new energy gen-
erafion” to power the data
center. OpenAl will commit
$40 million to “support local
priorities.”
Additionally, Nvidia  will
invest $1.5 bilion into SB
Energy, though the com-
pany preemptively pushed
back on critiques about
so-called circular financ-
ing, which has fueled fears
about an Al bubble that

oz

This aerial view shows an Amazon Web Services (AWS) data center adjacent to single-family
homes in Stone Ridge, Virginia on August 12, 2026.

will eventually burst.
"OpenAl will pay the
lease,” Nvidia wrote in a
blog post on Monday, and
continued that the deal
was made with “the same
discipline we apply to sup-
ply-chain management.”
However, Nvidia's financ-
ing guarantee, its largest,
marks a shift in scale for a
practice that has become
common in the sector: de-
spite  explosive revenue
growth, Al developers still
depend on financial back-
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ing from their own suppliers
to build the giant infrastruc-
ture underpinning this tech-
nological revolution.

- ‘Huge site’ -

Nvidia previously consid-
ered providing a backstop
of $250 billion dollars, ac-
cording to the Wall Street
Journal and Bloomberg in
July. Nvidia's shares fell by 5
percent after those reports
but they're up by more
than 19 percent this year.
“This is going to be a huge

LT

o~
ff4

ARES LA

ll‘_:_'.lfJT-J

PATTETITIT M S ey pre

site, with enough comput-
ing power to help millions
of people use Al to do
things we can only start to
imagine today,” OpenAl
CEO Sam Altman said in
a statement. OpenAl ex-
pects the project to create
35,000 temporary construc-
fion jobs over six years and
2,500 “long-term operating
jobs,” it said in a blog post.
Promises about jobs and
energy investments are a
response to growing hos-
fility foward data cen-

fers, which need heavy
amounts of electricity and
water to operate.

More than 70 percent of
Americans oppose build-
ing them near their homes,
according fo a Gallup
poll from March, and rising
electricity bills, attributed in
part to these sites, are fuel-
ing debate in the midterm
elections.

OpenAl and SB Energy
maintain  that they will
cover the data center’s
energy and infrastructure
costs without passing them
on to local residents. It will
initially have 4.25 GW of
capacity with the possi-
bility of adding an addi-
tional 3.75 GW. A nuclear
power plant can provide
around 1 GW of energy.
The entire city of San Fran-
cisco consumed just over 5
GW of energy in 2024, ac-
cording fo state data. Last
year, OpenAl, Nvidia and
SoftBank alongside other
partners including Oracle
also announced a $500 bil-
lion, multiyear data center
project called Stargate,
in which they've commit-
ted to building out 10 GW
of capacity across multiple
sites. Half of that capacity is
being built in UAE.Q

U.S. pauses construction of border project in Texas national park

Houston, United States
President Donald Trump's
administration said Mon-
day it had paused con-
struction on a $1.7 billion
border project at Big Bend
National Park in Texas that
has faced fierce local op-
position across party lines.
The Department of Home-
land Security plans to build
vehicle barriers, patrol
roads, lighting and detec-
fion fechnology across the
park, known for its spectac-
ular views and rich biodi-
versity, including hundreds
of bird species, bobcats
and black bears.
Bulldozers broke ground
earlier this month on the
public lands that blend
desert, river and mountain
ecosystems and are home
to the famed Santa Elena
Canyon.

An official map for the proj-

ect shows a "technology
and patrol road” would
cross rugged ferritory -- in-
cluding the Mariscal Moun-
tain -- which critics say
would require extensive
dynamite blasting.

“Last night, I put a pause on
all activity in that park as far
as construction goes, until |
get down there and do a
personal evaluation,” Cus-
toms and Border Protec-
fion Commissioner Rodney
Scott said in a short video
posted Monday on X, add-
ing he would talk with local
stakeholders and that more
updates would come this
week.

The Trump administration
has waived dozens of en-
vironmental laws to green-
light the project, which
was awarded through a
non-competitive  process
as part of the president’s

broader push to build an
immense border wall with
Mexico.

- Residents, officials op-
posed -

There has been a bipar-
fisan backlash from resi-
dents and local officials, in-
cluding all 14 Texas border
county judges, who signed
an open letter saying they
supported border security
but wanted more “practi-
cal solutions.”

According to CBP's data,
there are relatively few mi-
grant apprehensions in the
Big Bend Sector -- 9,624 be-
tween January 2024 and
July 2026, compared to
23,080 in the Swanton Sec-
tor of the US-Canada bor-
der over the same period.
Jake Knight, executive di-
rector of the Big Bend Pro-
tection Alliance, gestured

Heavy machinery is seen inside Big Bend National Park in
southern Texas, on August 15, 2026.

to the rugged borderlands
behind him, telling AFP: “It's
quite literally impossible to
fraverse, whether on foot or
in a vehicle, from the other
side into this area. Further-
more, this is not the will of
the people of this region.”

The nonprofit Center for Bi-
ological Diversity has sued
the government to block
the project, alleging the

waivers violated the Consti-
tution, and plans to file for
an emergency injunction
on Monday.

“I've never seen com-
munities so outraged and
unified on a single flight,
this has become a serious
force to be reckoned with,”
Laiken Jordahl, a national
public lands advocate at
the nonprofit, told AFP.[J
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Ceuzany, Cape Verde's golden voice with volcanic emotion

Mindelo, Cape Verde
Barefoot, arms raised and
teeming with  emotion,
Ceuzany belts out the sig-
natfure frack from her latest
album, a song dedicated
to the fight against domes-
fic violence, in a power-
ful voice that sends shivers
through the Cape Verde
bar.

From the very first notes
the deep yet soaring tim-
bre of the song, part of a
new generation of Cape
Verdean music, sparks ap-
plause.

“Enough! We're calling it
quits, go your own way, |
am happy without you,”
several women sing from
the audience, joining the
musician who is moved to
tears.

On this late-May evening
in Mindelo, a city on the
archipelago nation’s Sao
Vicente island, passersby
who recognise the singer
stop in the street o join the
concert.

Ceuzany's voice ranges
from crystalline highs to
deep lows, as she per-
forms everything from jazz
to slam, commanding the
stage with wavy blonde
hair and earrings framing
her radiant face.

The day before she radiat-

Cape Verdean singer Ceuzany Pires sings next to composer and guitarist Hernani Aimeida
during a concert at a bar in Mindelo, on May 26, 202é.

ed infectious energy under
the bright lights of a music
video shoot, dancing with
abandon in a silver rhine-
sfone suit and Panama
hat to the galvanising per-
cussion of her latest and
fourth album. The record
blends saxophone, percus-
sion and the cavaquinho, a
popular four-stringed instru-
ment, although some songs
are more stripped down,
featuring Ceuzany's voice
and an acoustic piano, or
a swaying zouk rhythm set

against the warm sound of
the ukulele.

“I started singing at age
12 in a competifion in
Cape Verde, and | haven't
stopped since,” Ceuzany
Pires, 35, told AFP with a
beaming smile.

“My  grandmother had
dreamed of becoming a
renowned artist in Cape
Verde, but her parents
didn't want her to sing,”
said the mother of two.
“She was always singing
serenades at home and

| was always listening. It is
thanks to her that | have
this taste for music and that
| deeply love singing,” she
added.

- ‘Soul coming through’ -

Ceuzanyis oftencompared
to the legendary Cesaria
Evora, the “barefoot diva”
who introduced the world
to two fraditional genres of
Cap Verdean music: mor-
na, which is characterized
by soft, nostalgic melodies
and coladeira, which fea-

Monica Bellucci and Florin Serban win at Locarno

Film Festival

Geneva, Switzerland

“You Don’'t Belong Here"
by Romanian director Flo-
rin Serban won the Golden
Leopard on Saturday at
the 79th Locarno Film Fes-

fival in Switzerland, while
Italian star Monica Bellucci
won an acting award in
another movie.

Serban, a leading figure of
the Romanian New Wave,

Italian actress Monica Bellucci attends a press conference for
the film “Histoires de la nuit” (The Birthday Party) at the 79th
edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France
on May 23, 2026.

said on the festival welbsite
that his film was “above
all, a portrait of a way of
seeing the world that may
be disappearing. Or per-
haps should disappear.”
The jury honored Monica
Bellucci for herrole in “Ket-
tice” by Giovanni Tortorici,
a fim about teenagers’
search for identity and de-
sire for freedom.

South Korean actress Kim
Minhee also won an act-
ing award for “Nowhere
fo Lay My Eyes,” by Hong
Sangsoo, the story of a
brother and sister visiting
their mother on Jeju Island.

Serban’s dark fim clocks
in at more than two-and-
a-half  hours, exploring
the relationship between
Marius, the head doctor

at the hospital in his small
hometown, and his teen-
age son loan, whom he
has raised alone since his
wife's death.

Marius's world is furned up-
side down when he learns
that the police suspect his
son of murder. The festival
jury praised the film for the
“strength of its writing, the
uniqueness of its vision,
and its exceptional com-
mand of film language™”.

Seventeen fiims compet-
ed for the Golden Leop-
ard, the highest honor at
the film event held every
summer in the small Swiss
tfown on the shores of Lake
Maggiore. It comes with a
prize of 75,000 Swiss francs
($92,000), shared between
director and producer.[]

tures a faster rhythm.
"Ceuzany is one of Cesar-
ia Evora’s heirs, as she is a
great morna singer,” said
her producer, Jose Da Sil-
va, who has served as pro-
ducer for both women.
“"Ceuzany is capable of in-
jecting a bit of rap into co-
ladeira. She is just as com-
fortable with urban music
artists as she is with tradi-
tional ones,” he said.

Warm and funny, Ceuzany
is also “a true daughter of
Mindelo, she possesses that
same spontfaneity that Ce-
saria had”.

The singer herself says that
she is ‘“immensely hon-
oured” to be part of the
Cesaria Evora Orchestra,
which performs around the
world to keep alive the mu-
sic of the "barefoot diva”
who died in 2011.

For musician Hernani Almei-
da, who arranged Ceuzo-
ny's latest album and com-
posed several of ifs songs,
she is unique among the
new generation.

“"When Ceuzany sings, you
feel soul coming through,”
said the guitarist, adding
that it really touches peo-
ple”.

- ‘Queens’ -
Ceuzany's songs evoke
Mindelo, the ups and

downs of love, and difficult
topics like the ravages of
crack cocaine (“pedra”)
on the impoverished archi-
pelago located off west
Africa.

She says her fourth album
is very special to her “be-
cause it deals with domes-
tic violence".

“I've been through it,”
Ceuzany said, explain-
ing that “lI gathered the
strength to leave a toxic
relationship” that lasted
nearly five years.

The title track and single
“No tchal te Ii” ("We stop
here”) tells the story of a
romance that sours info a
cycle of physical and emo-
tional abuse.

Ceuzany, who has since
received numerous mes-
sages and has engaged
with women who are vic-
fims of domestic violence,
has turned the song into an
anthem of liberation and
self-empowerment.]
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This photograph shows a part of the caves in Bornova Homeros Valley, believed to be where

Is this cave in Turkey where Homer wr
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famous Greek Poet Homer lived and wrote the lliad and the Odyssey, in Izmir on August 7, 2026.

ote

Bornova, Turkey

On a Turkish hillside over-
looking the olive-covered
slopes outside Izmir is a
cave known to genera-
tions of locals as the place
where Homer penned “The
Odyssey".

“This place was always
called Homer's Valley by
the locals. Travellers from all
over the world would come
and see the cave where
Homer is said fo have
composed his poems,” ex-
plained Turkish researcher
Altan Altin, who has written
a book on the subject.

In fact, nobody knows ex-
actly where Homer wrote
his epic poems and there

is much mythology around
the idea of his cave. Today,
of course, the debate has
become livelier and more
immediate thanks to Chris-
topher Nolan's blockbuster
film “The Odyssey”.

The poet has for a very
long time been associated
with the Izmir region of Tur-
key's Aegean coast, which
for most of its history was
known as ancient Smyrna.
“The Smyrnaeans have the
river Meles, with its lovely
water, and at its springs is
the grotto, where they say
Homer composed his po-
ems,” wrote the 2nd-cen-
tury Greek chronicler and
geographer Pausanias.

Those words have fuelled
a centuries-long debate,
one that confinues today,
about Homer's life and the
location of the river where
he was thought to have
been born in the year 8 BC.

- Remarkable precision -

Visiting the cave, which is
filled with rocks, is not easy.
Inside, fravellers have left
Greek scrawled on the
walls, although it is not
clear how old the writing is.
Although other places,
notably the Greek island
of Chios, also lay claim to
Homer's origins, ancient
Smyrna and its hinterland
where Bornova is located

‘The Odyssey’?

are closely associated with
the poet.

“For me, there's no doubt,
Homer is from Bornova. In
any case, he is from lonia,
which includes Smyrna
and Chios. He's from these
lands,” Altin told AFP. lonia
is the name of an ancient
Greek region on Turkey's
Aegean coast.

To support his thesis, Altin
pointed to a 3rd-century
BC frieze depicting the dei-
fication of Homer, which
he says reproduced the
Bornova cave with remark-
able precision.

“This bas-relief was already
known, but no one had
ever noticed the identical
details to those found in
Homer's cave. This is the
first fime such a detailed
geographical description
came to light,” he said.
Archaeological evidence
from the area also sug-
gests a link fo Homer.

“The discoveries from the
excavations, especially
coins bearing Homer's like-
ness, show us that the in-
habitants of ancient Smyr-
na considered the poet
fo be one of their own,”
archaeologist Mehmet Akif
Erdem said. “'The lliad’ and
‘The Odyssey’ were written
in the (ancient Greek) dio-
lects of lonic and Aeolic,
suggesting that ancient
Smyrna and Bornova could
be among Homer's native
lands,” he said.

- Homer everywhere -
Beyond the academic
debate about his origins,
Homer is everywhere in
Bornova.

At Yesilova Hoyuk, a Neo-
lithic site considered to
be the oldest known pre-
historic human seftlement
in izmir, there is a bust of
Homer with the inscription:
“I compiled The lliad and
The Odyssey epics on this
land. | lived in Bornova.”
The town -- which already
hosts a book fair dedicat-
ed to Homer and has a
statue of Trojan War hero
Hector in a local park -- is
planning to refurbish the
cave and open it to visitors
to capitalise on the revival
of interest in the ancient
poet.

“Preserving Homer's leg-
acy is a duty we owe tfo
humanity. He is one of
the founding fathers of lit-
erature,” Bornova Mayor
Omer Eski told AFP.

“The stories he ftells are
about this land. The ques-
fion is not whether we
should claim Homer or not.
His story is also ours,” he
said.

But not everyone shares his
vision.

In 2024, municipal officials
from President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan’s ruling AKP
party proposed renaming
Homer's Valley after a Turk-
ish fighter, saying the site
should not have a Greek
name.]

U.N. laments ‘unacceptable’ toll of 350 aid workers killed in 2025

United Nations, United States

The number of aid workers killed world-
wide in 2025 reached 350, with the most
fatalities in Gaza and Sudan, the United
Nations said Monday, calling attacks on
humanitarians “unacceptable.”

The death toll, however, was slightly lower
than that of 2024, when 377 aid workers
were killed.

The UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) cited the
figures from the research and advisory
group Humanitarian Outcomes in a state-
ment marking World Humanitarian Day.
Some 186 humanitarians were killed in
Gaza -- the deadliest place for aid work-
ers for the third year running -- followed by
Sudan with 71 killed.

“More than 1,000 aid workers have been
killed in just three years and that is utterly
unacceptable,” Tom Fletcher, under-sec-
retary-general for humanitarian affairs,

said in the statement.

“But just calling it out will not protect the
next aid worker. States must uphold in-
ternational humanitarion law and use
every tool to protect civiians and our
colleagues,” he said. “And for those who
break the rules, there must be real conse-
quences.”

Since the start of 2026, 82 more aid work-
ers have been killed, 97 injured and 39 ab-
ducted worldwide.

OCHA voiced particular concern over
the proliferation of armed drones “that
are putting lethal power into ever more
hands and sending more explosive weap-
ons into towns and cities.”

In Sudan, armed drones caused 80 per-
cent of civiian deaths in the first four
months of 2026, hitting markets and health
facilities, the statement said, also noting
casualties from drone attacks in the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war.

U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations Mike Waliz
(R). United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Tom Fletcher (C) and
U.S. State Department Senior Official for Foreign Assistance,
Humanitarian Affairs and Religious Freedom Jeremy P. Lewin
hold a press conference at the United Nations Headquarters
on May 14, 2024, in New York, United States.
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Ultra-Orthodox protesters demonstrate against Cafe Basimta operating on Shabbat, the weekly
Jewish day of rest, as secular activists stage a counter-protest in support of the cafe, in central
Jerusalem, on August 15, 2026.

Sabbath cafe clash lays bare Israel

faultlines

Jerusalem, Undefined
Alma Ronen has been
fighting in the Israeli military
nearly constantly for more
than two years. Spending
her Saturday not in uni-
form but in a T-shirt and
jeans, she would like to
enjoy a coffee outside --
and resents that her more
religious compatriots think
otherwise.

Every week since June,
ultra-Orthodox protest-
ers have descended on a
cafe in central Jerusalem
that lies precariously close
fo their neighbourhood,
angered it has opened on
the Sabbath, or Shabbat,
the day of rest when obser-
vant Jews shun work, ma-
chinery and exchanging
money.

Clad in their matching
modest black suits, dozens
of ultro-Orthodox Jews --
all men and boys shouted
“Shabbat!” as they ap-
proached Cafe Basimta,
with several younger ones
working themselves into a
frenzy as they screamed
and theatrically pretended
to spit or throw down their
hats.

Secular Israelis were pre-
pared with a counter-pro-
test, blowing whistles to
drown out the chants and
with some wearing pink la-
pel buttons showing a mid-

dle finger. One held up a
banner, “Our Holy Right to
Drink Coffee.”

The face-to-face feud on
the Jerusalem street pres-
enfs a snapshot of fwo
very different Israels as the
country prepares for Octo-
ber 27 elections that will be
a verdict on Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.
Netanyahu, while person-
ally secular, has relied po-
litically on ultra-Orthodox
Jews for nearly two de-
cades. Now leading the
most right-wing govern-
ment in Israeli history, he
has helped the ultra-Ortho-
dox exert growing clout.

- Anger over military ser-
vice -

In a source of particular bit-
terness for many secular Is-
raelis, ultra-Orthodox Jews
enjoy stipends for religious
study and with Netanyao-
hu's backing are exempt
from military service, even
as forces are sfretched
fighting a regional war
since the October 7, 2023
aftack by Hamas.

“| feel anger in my heart
that only some people
must go to the army and
serve,” said Ronen, 20, who
has been fighting in Gaza
and southern Lebanon.

“These people only have
their lifestyle and are not

open fto any opinion but
their own,” she said.

Amit Yair, 77, was blunter as
he waited in a long queue
to order coffee.

“The Orthodox are para-
sites. You can’'t say any
other word for this,” he said.
“All they want is money
from the government,” he
said. “They say it's God's
land but they want to Kkill
everything that is here to
make it a Halachic state,”
or a government run by
Jewish law.

The cafe was opened by
a supporter of preach-
ing Christianity to Jews,
a movement derided by
many Jews, although cus-
tomers said the identity was
irelevant to them.

One Orthodox protester,
engaged in a shoutfing
match with a counter-
demonstrator, said he had
chosen to live in a religious
areq.

“I don't want my kids fo
leave the house and see a
coffeeshop open,” he said.
“It's not a matter of not re-
specting you, but this is at-
tacking my family’s faith,”
he said. "When you say
you're a Jew, that means a
commitment.”
Ultra-Orthodox Jews ap-
proached at the profest
declined to speak to jour-
nalists, saying that doing so
would violate Shabbat.[]

A man walks past a mural painting during the eighth edition
of the PigmenTrip Muralism Festival -part of the local Festival
del Jaguar- in Concepcion de Ataco, Ahuachapan, El
Salvador, on August 15, 2026.

Winning back walls
from gangs, artists fill El
Salvador’s towns with color

Concepcion de Ataco, El Salvador

On the walls where gang members in El Salvador once
marked their turf, urban artists are now creating large
murals in a traveling festival that fills the streets of the
Central American country with color.

Cans of paint are used by a dozen painters to depict
jaguars, faces, flowers, birds, and other local elements,
this time in the picturesque town of Concepcion de
Ataco, Ahuachapan, nestled among coffee-growing
mountains about 65 km (40 miles) west of San Salvador.
Before, it was “frightening” to go out into gang terri-
tories and paint murals because of the “harassment”
from gangs, said Isaac Sosa, 31, founder and organizer
of the Pigmen Trip festival, which he has been holding
for eight years in different locations in El Salvador.
Gangs have lost power in this small nation due to the
“war” waged since 2022 by President Nayib Bukele, a
conflict marred by allegations of abuses that could con-
stitute crimes against humanity, according to NGOs.
“With this change, this rebirth we are experiencing as
a country...it's a different atmosphere, more peaceful,
more enjoyable, and with greater freedom of expres-
sion,” said Sosa.

“Years later, we won back the walls from the gangs,”
said the muralist who considers art a “*magical tool” for
“social transformation.”

- “It wasn't so easy to paint” -

More than 200 murals have been created since the fes-
tival began, which, in addition to Salvadoran artists, has
also featured artists from Colombia, Mexico, Brazil, Peru
and Argentina.

Darwin Flores, a 36-year-old arfist, recalls that before
the gangs were neutralized, they couldn't attempt to
paint in the “hot zones” without taking every precau-
tion.

“You had to know exactly where you were going to be,
who you were going fto be painting the mural with, be-
cause we couldn’t afford to be ignorant,” Flores said in
this town of cobblestone streets and clay tile roofs.
Now he says he can enter any neighborhood, as he
recently did in La Campanera, which for years was sub-
jected to the terror of the gangs.

“It wasn't so easy to paint back then, but now every-
thing is very different,” says Cristian Juarez, a 29-year-
old who works with a prosthesis after losing his right leg
in an accident 11 years ago.
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National Park Arikok: Aruba’s biggest nature conservation

The National Park Arikok
comprises almost 18 % of
the island. Its rugged ter-
rain, desert-like hills filled
with tall cacti, breathtaking
coastline and protected
local flora and fauna wel-
come you to be explored.
There are numerous ani-
mals to discover, for exam-
ple the bright blue Cododo
or mighty Warawara.

The national park Arikok
takes you on a memorable
journey of the islands past
offering unique geological,
cultural and historical sites.
These can all be enjoyed
and explored either on
your own or during guided
tours. A wide variety of ed-
ucational and informative
programs and fun activities
is available.

Did you know that four of
the seven species of sea
turtle lay their eggs on
Aruba's beaches? In the
national park, a Least Tern
(Sternula antillarum) keeps
astrict eye on avery special
event taking place below
on the beach: A majestic
Leatherback (Dermochelys
coriacea) heading back
to the ocean after laying
her eggs during breeding
season. Sea furtles prefer
nesting in the cool and
dark hours of the night. And
hatchlings usually wait for
the cue of cooling surface
sand before emerging.

Nature Conservation

The protected area of Na-
fional Park Arikok was of-
ficially established in 2000.
Arikok National Park is a
34 square kilometers (7907
acres) of natural area, lo-
cated at the north-eastern
part of Aruba which con-
tains examples of most of
the island’s flora and fau-
na against a backdrop of
great geological complex-
ity. We are proud to stafe
that approximately 18%
of the fotal land area of
Aruba is assigned as a Na-
tional Park, to protect and
preserve the flora, fauna,
geology and historical re-
mains present within Arikok
National Park.

The Landscape
There is a great geological
variety within the park. The
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main aspects are the rough
hills of the volcanic Aruba
lava formation, the mysteri-
ous rocks of the batholithic
quartz-diorite/tonalite, and
the limestone rocks from
fossilized coral.  The two
tallest hills on the island are
sifuated within the park.
Jamanota hill 188 meters
(617 ft) and Arikok hill 176
meters (577 ft), from which
the name of the park is de-
rived.

The line of the permanently
wind-and-wave beaten
North Coast is broken by
several bays (boca'’s). Most
of them are small yet im-
pressive inlets at the mouth

of dry riverbeds. Some
of these bays (boca’s)
are spectacular sights,

adorned with white, sandy
beaches and sand dunes,
as is the case at Boca Prins
and Dos Playa.

Arikok is also home to Con-
chi, Aruba’s most impor-
tant natural attraction; also
known as The Natural Pool.
The journey to the Pool is
and adventure by ifself
and only possible by foof,
horse, or 4x4 vehicle. As of
2020, ATV's and UTVs are
not allowed in the park due
do its significant impact on
nature.

Cultural and Historical
components

There are a number of sites
within the park that aftest

San Nicolas
& Baby Beach

to the history of Aruba. The
Caquetio Indians left rock
paintings in Cunucu Arikok
and Fontein Cave.

Old plantation (Cunucus)
sites fell the story of an ac-
tive yet challenging agri-
cultural past.

These Cunucus were also
residential areas for the few
families that worked the
land. These families found
ways fo survive in the dif-
ficult conditions, and were
able to erect their homes
with materials found in the

area. Two of these ado-
be houses have been re-
stored. Park rangers are
learning many of the old
building ftechniques in or-
der to preserve this unique
Aruban mud-house. At Cu-
nucu Arikok and near Plan-
tation Prins you can find
these adobe houses.

Park Management

The Aruba Conservation
Foundation (ACF), formerly
known as Aruba National
Park Foundation, manages
the national park. This foun-
dation was established in
July 2003. In February 2017,
mangrove and wetland
RAMSAR site #198 Spanish
Lagoon was annexed to
Arikok Naftional Park due to
its importance as a feeding
and breeding area for wa-
ter birds and as a nursery
area for a variety of marine
organisms. With this addi-
tion, the areas under man-
agement increased by 70
hectares while the amount
of species of flora and fau-
na to be conserved to over
250.

On December 21st, 2018
(AB 2018 no. 77) Parke Ma-
rino Aruba currently con-
sisting of four marine pro-
tected areas (MPAs) was
officially established and
subsequently brought un-
der management of ACF.
In 2019, preliminary man-
agement plan for marine
were infroduced for Parke
Marino to conserve reefs,
seagrass beds, and man-
grove forests and in 2020
ACF was given additional
management areas such
as the Salinas (Druif, Mal-
mok, Cerca, Palm Beach,
Bubali etc.) and also ad-
ditional areas such as Rooi
Manonchi, Ser’l Teishi etc.
Managed areas can be
seen here: https://acf.aw/.

Visit  the National Park
Arikok to see the wonder of
Aruba’s nature. The visitor
center in San Fuego and
enfrance in Vader Piet (San
Nicolas) is open daily from
8:00 AM to 16:00 PM. Con-
tact the ACF via e-mail,
info@acf.aw or call +297
585 1234 for more informa-

fion. Q4
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(Oranjestad)—The Aruba
Police Force (KPA) com-
memorated its 40th anni-
versary with a Holy Mass at
the San Francisco Pro-Ca-
thedral in Oranjestad, in the
presence of His Excellency
the Governor, authori-
ties, special guests, and a

‘*:L TR ‘N1

large number of commu-
nity members. The celebra-
tion provided a moment for
reflection, gratitude, and
prayer for all members of
the Aruba Police Force, as
well as an opportunity to
ask for continued protec-
tion as they carry out their

important work in service of
the country.

The 40th anniversary cel-
ebration was also attend-
ed by police delegations
from the Netherlands, Cu-
racao, Bonaire, Saba, St.
Eustatius, Sint Maarten, and

Suriname. Minister Dowers
extended a special wel-
come to the delegations
and emphasized that their
presence symbolizes not
only their support, but also
their shared commitment
to combating crime local-
ly, within the Kingdom, and
internationally.

Following the Mass, the var-
ious police forces took part
in an official parade that
passed in front of the Gov-
ernment Office. The official

delegation, including Min-
ister Dowers, received the
parade and saluted the
participating police forces.
With 40 years of history
behind it, the celebration
marks not only an opportu-
nity fo reflect on the journey
of the Aruba Police Force,
but also to look ahead:
strengthening integrity, in-
vesting in a new genero-
fion of police officers, and
preparing the KPA for the
security challenges of the
future.ld

PSA from the Aruba Conservation Foundation: How to behave
when you see a “lora”

(Oranjestad)— The con-
servation of the Yellow-
Shouldered Amazon, also
known as the ‘Lora,’ relies
on how we act as humans.
We've seen many hik-
ers who've encountered
the ‘Lora’ in our protected
nature areas and we can
certainly imagine the pride
and joy it brings to any
Aruban. However, not ev-
eryone may know how to
behave when encounter-
ing these clever and social
birds. This guide is here to
explain the behaviors that
will most effectively help
us in our efforts to conserve
the ‘Lora.’ Please, don't just
read but also follow these
guidelines so we can en-
sure the survival of these

birds for future generations.

No interfering, please

Please refrain from inter-
fering with the “Lora”. The
Lora is a highly intelligent
and social animal, per-
haps slightly too friendly

because they have got-
ten used to the rangers as
they prepared for their re-
infroduction. However, it is
our collective responsibility
to help them adapt to the
wild once again. Please
play your part by not inter-

fering (calling, provoking
etc.) with the Lora. Simply
enjoy their beauty from a
safe distance.

Be respeciful and keep
cats and dogs away

Pets and strays such as
cats and dogs are prone
to aftacking other animals,

especially birds, as part
of their natural instincts.
Please make sure your

pets are kept inside of your
yard or are kept on a leash
when going out for a walk.

Do not feed them food or
water

You may think that giving
the any food or water is
doing a good deed, but it
actually does not contrib-

ute to them developing
survival skills in the wild. By
interfering with the survival
instincts of wild animals, we
are doing the opposite of
helping. Therefore, please
do not attempt to give the
Loras food or water.

Capturing a Lora is against
the law!

The biggest threat to the
Lora before their extinc-
tion in 1947 was caused
by human activities in-
cluding poaching and kill-
ing of the Lora. Let's work
collectively to prevent this
from happening again. So
when you see the Lora, en-
joy their beauty from a dis-
tance and admire them as
they flourish in the wild.[
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Local fishermen celebrate International Fishermen'’s Day with
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fishing tournament in Palm Beach

(Oranjestad)—This past
Saturday, local fishermen
gathered at the Center for
Fishing Hadicurari (Cen-
fro di Pesca Hadicurari)
in Palm Beach, where 42
boats competed to see
who can catch the biggest
fish. With a total of 1045.4
kilos of fish caught, this day
saw immense dedication
and love what has always
been a fundamental as-
pect of the Aruban culture.

The competition started
in the middle of the night,
where fishermen started
reporting their departure

from piers all over the is-
land. From 11 am, ftenfs
were set up at the fishing
center and visitors arrived
to enjoy the food, music
and overall vibe of the
spectacular event. At the
same fime, the first few
boats starting coming in to
weigh their catch.

By 2 pm, fishermen crowd-
ed the cenfer with their
buckets of fish, weighing
their biggest fish and taking
pictures of their catch. Win-
ners were announced at 5
pm sharp. The competition
had a wide range of cat-

egories, from biggest types
of fish caught, to catego-
ries specific to smaller and
larger boats.

The biggest Dorado/Mahi
Mahi caught weighed 12.2
kilos and was caught by
the Driftwood Fishing Team.
The biggest Tuna caught
weighed at 9.3 kilos—
breaking the scale—and
the category was won by
Bloemond boys.

Team Techi Boys snagged
the prize for biggest fish
caught in the entire com-
petition when they pre-
sented a Cubera Snap-
per weighing at a whop-
ping 22.9 kilos. This super
team also won the prize
for greater weight in the
big boat category, win-
ning first place with a total
of 138 kilos of fish caught.
Second place went to STC
Boys with a tofal of 126.8
kilos, and third place went
to Bloemond Boys with 77.9
kilos of fish caught in total.

This tournament not only
showcased the hard work
that fishermen do out in
the open ocean, but also
proved that the fishing cul-
ture is very much alive on
Aruba. Under the leader-
ship of long-fime fishermen,
we see how the younger
generation is carrying this
fradition info the future,
making sure that the fishing
sector on the island keeps
thriving.d

Some pictures are from the
Center of Fishing Foundation
Hadicurari (Fundacion Centro
di Pesca Hadicurari).

you knew has o gambling problem.

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Aunfie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juon Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar
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Dining in? Try making some local favorites!
How to make “funchi”

(Oranjestad)—One of
the most famous Aruban
snacks or appetizers is
“funchi hasa” (fried polenta
sticks), a super easy meal
that adults and children will
both enjoy. Here's how to
make it!

Before we start, get to know
the basics

What is funchi hasa? Fun-
chi, or Aruban polentaq, is
a popular side dish for lo-

cal dishes, like soups, stews
and fried fish. Made from a
corn flour, water and butter
mixture, this appetizer is fro-
difionally eaten alongside
a warm meal. However, lo-
cals also like to fry sticks of
funchi for a quick and filling
snack.

Ingredients (measured by
heart)

1. Polenta flour/Funchi flour
2. Water

3. Butter

4. Salt to taste

Directions

Bring water to a boil in a
medium-sized sauce pan.
Add in some salt and butter
to taste in the boiling water
and let this dissolve and
melf. Then, gradually add
the flour while stirring with @

wooden spoon. The mixture
will start to begin to harden
pretty fast, so be careful
not to add too much. At
this phase of cooking, you
want a goopy thick mix-
ture, but thin enough so
you can confinue to stir to
get all the lumps out.

After reaching a semi-firm,
yet flexible texture, grab a
baking pan or any large,
deep plate, and pour the
mixture in. Be sure that this
plate is wet or greased so
that the mixfure does not
stick fo the bottom. Let
this cool completely while
it firms up for the last time.
Once it's cooled you can
enjoy it as is, topped with
some butter or shredded
cheese. Or, you can take
it fo another level of deli-

Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas

SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11
miles southeast from Oran-
jestad you will enter the city
San Nicolas, also known as
Sunrise City or Chocolate
City. A city that is rich in
authentic culture and is-
land charm. San Nicolas is
Aruba’s second largest city
and was once a bustling
company town dominated
by the oil industry since the
early 1930’s.

Over the course of four de-
cades, its demographics
had changed immensely
due fto astream of Afro-Ca-
ribbean and South Ameri-
can workers who came to
fill the jobs in the oil refinery
between the 1920's until
the 1960’s. To this day trac-
es of the multicultural influ-
ences in culinary offerings
and customs, housing and
population are clearly vis-
ible in San Nicolas — more
than anywhere else on the
island.

Flow of history
If you are looking for history
San Nicolas has it.

The Museum of Industry is
situated in the Water Tower
in San Nicolas and narrates
Aruba’s industrial history
which began in the 19th
century. Here you will learn

about gold, aloe, phos-
phate, oil and the tourism
industries which made San
Nicolas once a bustling
business centfer. Experi-
ence fthe touching stories
of those who were part of
this history.

The Community Museum
holds a remarkable collec-
tion that spans millennia.

to tableaus of an authen-
fically recreated colonial
kitchen and bedroom and
19th-century barbershop,
just fo name a few of the
items of old-time Aruba
that has been preserved.
A collection of artifacts
and other objects of artis-
tic, cultural, historical, or
scientific importance can

ciousness.

When your funchi is firm
enough, cut it into strips
(size is up to you). Heat up
some oil in a pan and fry
those babies up! After fry-
ing, you can top it with

some cheese or enjoy it
with your favorite dipping
sauce.

Photo credit of fried funchi
sticks: Jacqueline Felida on
Pinterest.

be found here for the pur-
pose of education or en-
joyment.

The new San Nicolas

In the shadow of the refin-
ery, an art capital is quietly
beginning to grow. This is
the new San Nicolas, a
place that is starting to be-
come a magnet for all that
is young, cool and hip in
Aruba. Indeed, San Nicolas

has all of the ingredients of
an emerging cultural hub
varied history, interesting
architecture, and, perhaps
most importantly, an urban
layout that makes it walk-
able. As you walk around,
the streets are silent but
the walls are loud, filled
with bright, colorful murals
paintfed by a collection
of arfists from around the
world.
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Adriaan Laclé: One of Aruba'’s richest men in the twentieth century

(Oranjestad)—The name
Adriaan Laclé may ring a
bell to locals as one of the
main roads on the island,
but about a century ago,
Adriaan Laclé was a rich
businessman, well-known
for his generosity, wealth,
and taste.

Adriaan was born in 1866
and was the eldest of
six children. Not much is

known about his child-
hood upbringing or any of
his earlier business ordeals,
but during his hay day he
often helped people get
loans, was a well-estab-
lished trader, and owned
several plots of land. In
fact, he commissioned the
construction of the famous
La Quinta Carmen manor
now a restaurant. Though
he himself never lived in

the beautiful manor, his
own house also reflected
his success and good taste.
Currently, renovations are
taking place to restore the
Lacle house. It can found
in the back streets of main
street Oranjestad.

Regarding his personal life,
it has been said that he
was married twice during
his lifetime. He had his first
daughter during his first
marriage but lost his wife

Aruba: The island of Aloes

ORANJESTAD - Aloe Veraq,
a succulent plant species,
is renowned for its incred-
ible properties for the skin.
It is widely distributed and
usually grows in tropical,
semi-tropical and arid cli-
mates on the planet. But
this plant also had a very
prominent role in the his-
tory of Aruba, and its sig-
nificance to the island’s
economy endures to this
day.

The leaves of Aloe Vera
contain a good amount of
gel which when used topi-
cally, is great for the skin.
Traditionally, Arubans use
this gel to treat minor burns
and ofher skin ailmenfs,
or just to keep skin supple
and looking bright and
nourished. Aside from the
gel, aloe contains a bitter,
yellow substance (called
aloin) which is a gentle but
powerful laxative, and it is
also the origin of the indus-

fry of aloe in Aruba.

Aloe vera was infroduced
in  Aruba around 1840,
when most of the island’s
inhabitants were farmers of
little means. Dutch Gover-
nor Van Raders introduced
the plant after it had been
introduced in other islands
of the Caribbean to culti-
vate and harvest the aloe
to produce the laxative.

Around 1920, about two-
thirds of Aruba was aloe
fields, earning our island
the nickname “The Island
of Aloes.”

Under Commander Jan
Helenus Ferguson (1866-
1871), aloe experienced a
boom, which is why there
is a road named after him,
which goes through the
aloe fields. In the 19th cen-
fury, Aruba was the main
supplier of aloin for laxa-
five, which was imported

abroad to the United States
and Europe. The aloin from
Aruba and Curacao was
known fo be one of the
best in the world and was
more expensive, which
meant that at the time, it
had significant economic
impact, particularly for the
local farmers.

However, by the time the
oil industry arrived on Aru-
ba, it changed the labor
market on Aruba, shifting
away from agriculture. It
would be after World War
Il that aloe would make a
comeback. And eventu-
ally, as science learned
about the amazing prop-
erties of aloe gel, the in-
dustry shifted from produc-
ing laxative to producing
skin care. An interesting
fact is that in 1951, the pro-
duction of Aruban aloe
amounted to around 30
percent of the total global
production!

soon after her birth. During
his second marriage, he
fathered 16 children. How-
ever, it has been said that
only 11 of those 17 made
it past 18 years of age.
Perhaps two of his most
well-known daughters are
Maria Monica Laclé and
Maria Veneranda Laclé,
who went on to marry suc-
cessful brothers Eloy Arends
and  Maximilian  Arends,
respectively. Their houses
are sfill standing; Eloy and

Maria Monica’s mansion
functions as the townhall,
used to host civil marriages,
while Maximilian and Maria
Veneranda’'s house stands
on the opposite side of the
road fo them though cur-
rently under renovation aof-
ter years left in ruin.J]

Source: De Kolibrie op de
Rots (en meer over de ge-
schiedenis van Aruba) by
Evert Bongers.

e

The impact and relevance
of aloe is visible all around
Aruba. While most homes
will have a few plants for
personal use and decora-
tion, houses are also deco-
rated with aloe motifs, and
at some point, aloe even
featured on post stamps.
Around 1920, about two-
thirds of Aruba was aloe
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fields, earning our island
the nickname “The Island
of Aloes.” And in 1955, the
aloe became a part of
Aruba’s coat of arms, sym-
bolizing prosperity for the
island.d

Images from the archive
of the National Library of
Aruba.
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44 FBl em-
ployees  [® 48
45 *You Ex ] 45
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AXYDLBAAXR
SLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all himts. Each day the code letters are different.
4-26 CRYPTOQUOTE
BV NBS GSVZ FSP RFGVQZPWFG
ISRQ ZXUVFTV NXUU MQSCWCUI
FSP RFGVQZPWFG ISRQ NSQGZ.
— VUCVQP BRCCWQG
Cryptoguote: CHOCOLATE COMES
FROM COCOA, WHICH IS A TREE. THAT MAKES IT
kA PLANT. CHOCOLATE IS SALAD. —ANONYMOUS)

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba’s visitors.

Electrical power

> D

Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply
voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other

establishments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHOQO's international
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to
buy bofttled water from the
store.

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are

open from 8am to 9 or
through

10pm, Monday
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Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

Safety

Since February 2024, Aruba
has been categorized as
the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe.
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SUDOKU

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.

King Classic Sudoku
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U.S. had hottest month on record in July

Washington, United States
July 2026 marked the hot-
test month on record for
the contiguous United
States, the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration said Monday,
continuing a recent frend
driven by human-caused
climate change.

The average temperature
for the month in the 48
states, excluding Alaska,
Hawaii and overseas ter-
ritories, was 76.9F (24.9C),
making it the warmest July
and the warmest month of
any kind in the agency'’s
132-year record.

That was 3.3F above the
20th-century average and
breaks the previous record
for the hottest month, July
1936, which was 76.8F.
Above-average tempera-
tures were observed across
the interior West, South-
west, Rockies, northern
Plains and Upper Midwest,
as well as parts of the Gulf
Coast and Southeast. Wy-
oming saw its warmest July
and warmest month on
record, with temperatures
5.1F above average and
0.9F warmer than its previ-
ous July record, in 2007.
The other top five warmest
months on record nation-
ally are July 2012, July 2006
and July 2022, with human-
caused climate change,
due mainly to the burning
of fossil fuels, looming large
over the trend.

The so-called “Dust Bowl
summers” of the 1930s es-
pecially that of 1936 were
fueled by drought and ex-
freme heat combining with
overplowing across the
Great Plains, with the hot,
exposed land influencing
temperatures across North
America and beyond into
Europe and East Asia, ac-
cording to research on the
subject.

- Climate change finger-
print -

July 2026 began with a
heat wave gripping much
of the densely populated
eastern United States.
Scientists from the World
Weather Aftribution group
released an analysis show-
ing the hot and humid con-
ditions that characterized
that hot spell -- which fell
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A man wipes himself off as people cope with extireme heat along the National Mall in Washington,
DC, on July 3, 2026, as high temperatures grip the US capital ahead of Independence Day

celebrations.

as the country celebrated
its 250th anniversary and
hosted the soccer World
Cup’s later stages would
have been “virtually im-
possible” without human-
caused climate change.
The naturally occurring
El Nino climate pattern,
which began in June and
is expected to peak later
this year, is also thought to
have influenced a weeks-
long heat dome in north-
western states that oc-
curred in July.
Record-warm sea surface
temperatures in the cen-
fral Pacific shifted where
fropical storms form and
release energy, which
in furn distorted the jet
stream over the western US
and allowed hot air to get

trapped in place.

Hot and windy conditions
meanwhile brought el-
evated wildfire conditions,
with much of the western
United States already ex-
periencing abnormally
dry to drought conditions
across multiple years.

- El Nino’s impacts -

Regions home to around
900 million people experi-
enced their hottest July on
record in 2026, including
the Sahel, Central Ameri-
ca, France and Spain, ac-
cording to an AFP analysis
of European Union Coper-
nicus data, which com-
bines observations from
satellites and weather sta-
tions around the world, to-
gether with climate mod-

How to_seech us!

eling. The strengthening El
Nino could shatter all-time
records, "adding fuel to
a planet already on fire”
and pushing the world
into "uncharted territory,”
UN Secretary-General An-
fonio Gutferres warned

recently.]
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HEALTH
DOCTOR ON
DUTY
Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 527 4000 Tel. 524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Oduber
Tel. 582 1680

San Nicolas: Aloe
Tel. 584 4606

OTHER
587 9850

Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100
Police Oranjestad 527 3140
Police Noord 527 3200
Police Sta. Cruz 527 2900_
Police San_Nicolas . 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulance 911
RedCross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi .. 588 0035
TaxiD.TS. ... 587 2300,
Taxi Serv. Aruba 5833232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

Aruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
_Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Against Domestic Violence(FCVR)
Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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‘People could get hurt’: Conservationists decry Al wildlife visuals

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
The black-and-white im-
age appears to show the
unlikeliest of interactions:
an orangutan cradling en-
dangered leopard cubs
deep in the jungles of Ma-
laysia’s Sabah state.

But the viral image is not
just unlikely, it is fake, part
of a frend of wildlife images
generated by arfificial intel-
ligence that experts warn

endanger animals and
people.
AFP fact-checkers have

debunked scores of similar
synthetic visuals, from an
elephant climbing a tfree to
escape flooding in Myan-
mar to a pink dolphin leap-
ing out of water in the Phil-
ippines.

The images are often ac-
companied by heartwarm-
ing anecdotes and have
circulated widely in multi-
ple languages on platforms
such as Facebook, TikTok
and X.

They may seem more like
feel-good fiction than dan-
gerous misinformation, but
experts warn hyper-realistic
visuals of wild animals be-
having like pefts, or even
like humans, can distort

India’s Modi
training

New Delhi, India

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said Saturday
his government would pro-
vide free online coaching
lessons for competitive ex-
ams, weeks after massive
youth-led protests forced
the education minister to
resign.

A toque macaque (Macaca sinica) plays with other macaques in Dambulla, Sri Lanka, on

August 15, 2026.

public perceptions of wild-
life and harm conservation
efforts.

“This misunderstanding
can lead people to ap-
proach animals too closely
or interact with them in un-
safe ways,” Jose Guerrero-
Casado, a zoology profes-
sor at Spain’s University of
Cordoba, told AFP.

He cited a widely reported

Modi said the initiative was
aimed at easing the finan-
cial burden on millions of
families caught up in the
counftry’s fiercely competi-
tive education system.

The 75-year-old leader
made the announcement
while specaking from the
ramparts of New Delhi's

3 = “AEr
mlr =i

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets others as he arrives
to address the nation from the ramparts of the Red Fort during
the celebrations to mark the couniry’s Independence Day in

New Delhi on August 15, 2026.

incident in China’s north-
west Xinjiang region in Jan-
uary, where a woman was
attacked by a rare snow
leopard after trying fo get
closer for a photo.

China's  forestry depart-
ment said it stepped up po-
tfrols after the incident and
warned the public fo main-
tain a safe distance when
encountering wild animals.

imposing 17th-cenfury Red
Fort to mark the country’s
independence from Britain
on August 15, 1947.

“We have decided to pro-
vide free online coach-
ing for various competi-
tive examinations for our
youth. We have the digital
public infrastructure, and
we have highly talented
teachers and educators,”
he said.

The move comes after na-
fionwide protests triggered
by the leak of a key medi-
cal enfrance examination
paper and a series of other
recruitment scandals.

The protests, which cul-
minated in the resigno-
tion of education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan last
month, exposed deep frus-
fration among young In-
dians over access to jobs
and educational opporfu-
nities.

They also highlighted im-

- Sowing doubt -
Conservationists say Al visu-
als portraying wild animals
as cute or cuddly make it
harder for social media us-
ers to discern what is real
and can fuel exploitation.
They increase demand for
certain species “to be used
in the tourism industry as
photo props, exploited to

woos youth with free coaching, Al

mense pressures on  stu-
denfts in India, the world'’s
most  populous  nation
where admission tfo gov-
ernment-run colleges re-
mains one of the most
sought-after pathways to
economic security.

The cut-throat competi-
tion has fuelled a sprawling
coaching industry where
students spend years pre-
paring, offen at enormous
financial cost for their fami-
lies.

Modi said the free online
classes would ease finan-
cial burden on “poor and
middle-class families™.

“The competition surround-
ing coaching classes has
become a huge burden
for middle-class families...
(Students) can stay close
fo their families, receive
their care, and avoid plac-
ing an addifional finan-
cial burden on them,” he
said.(

make social media confent
or to be kept as pets”, said
Chris Lewis, a researcher
at the internatfional wildlife
charity Born Free.

And while the visuals could
encourage some people
to support animal protec-
tion, “the negative impacts
outweigh that complete-
ly,” said Jenny Roberts of
conservation group WWF.
“People could get hurt,”
she told AFP.

WWEF uses real images for
its fundraising efforts, but
fake content online “de-
sensitises” people to even
the most incredible original
visuals, she said.

“"When you do have some-
thing remarkable, people
qguestion it,” Roberts said,
recounfing an incident
where a camera frap set
up by her charity captured
a figer with five cubs in
China. Such footage had
never been fimed before
in the East Asian country,
she said.

“But when we put the con-
tent out there, we were
guestioned on social me-
dia: ‘Is this Al-generated?2'”

- ‘Major threat’ -

A September study in the
journal Conservation Biol-
ogy, co-authored by Guer-
rero-Casado, concluded
that the rapid spread of
Al misinformation and its
potential to harm environ-
mental efforts is a “major
threat” to society.

The researchers highlight-
ed another challenge for
those working in conserva-
fion: Al images “could af-
fect the ability of people
fo idenftify species” and
cause misunderstandings
about the abundance
and distribution of wildlife.
Scientists often mine data
from citizen science plat-
forms that accept photos
and recordings of wildlife
submitted by users.

But Al generation and ma-
nipulation could lead fo
flawed research, several
experts warned in a recent
commentary in the journal
Nature.

They called for more ro-
bust authentication of sub-
missions, and education
of users about the risks of
manipulating images and
recordings.(d
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Pallister stuns Ledecky in Pan Pacs 800m free as two world records
carry Douglass to gold

Los Angeles, United States [ g

Australian Lani Pallis-
ter dealt U.S. great Katie :
Ledecky her first 800m free-
style defeatin a majorinter-
national meet on Saturday,
beating her one-time idol
at the Pan Pacific Champi-
onships in Irvine, California.
Pallister led wire-to-wire on
the way to victory in 8min
06.10sec and Ledecky’s
desperate late charge
wasn't enough as she fin-
ished second in 8:07.26.

It was a stunning result on
the final day of Pan Pacs
action that saw American
Kate Douglass break the
50m freestyle world record
twice on the way to gold
and earn 200m breast-
stroke silver and medley re-
lay gold as well.

Ledecky has dominated
the 800m since she won
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Lani Pallister of Team Australia reacts after finishing first place in the Women’s 800m Freestyle Final
on Day 4 of the Pan Pacific Swimming Championships at William Woollett, Jr. Aquatics Center on
August 15, 2026 in Irvine, California.

year in Singapore, where

“Katie is such a dominant

swimming the freestyle an-
chor leg for the U.S. 4x100
medley relay fteam that
took goldin 3:50.43, 4.66sec
ahead of Australia.
Australian  Jamie  Jack
won the men's 50m free in
21.35sec and Zac Stubble-
ty-Cook rallied from fourth
at the final turn to win the
men’s 200m breaststroke in
2:08.09 and give Australia
another gold in the four-
day meeting of top swim-
mers from non-European
counfries.

- More Mclintosh disap-
pointment -

Chinese Olympian Yu Yifing
started the night with an
upset of world record-hold-
er Summer Mclintosh in the
200m medley, leading most
of the way and holding off

a second off the world re- the Canadian’s charge on

Olympic gold in 2012 as
a 15-year-old, winning 13
infernational golds since
then. That includes four
Olympic gold medals and
seven world fitles in the
event.

Canadian Summer Mcin-
tosh did beat Ledecky in
the 800m free at a minor
domestic meeting in Flori-
dain February of 2024.

But world record-holder
Ledecky maintained her
hold on the event with a
razor-thin victory over Pallis-
ter and Mclintosh in a World
Championships thriller last

Ledecky said her rule as
younger swimmers began
closing in was “l don't lose
800s."”

Pallister, who  claimed
her first career win over
Ledecky in the 400m free
earlier this week before fin-
ishing second behind her
in the 1,500m, showed that
rule can be broken as the
29-year-old American looks
to adding to her collection
of nine Olympic gold med-
als at the 2028 Los Angeles
Games.

The Australian punched the
water in delight and got a
hug across the lane rope
from Ledecky.

force,” said Pallister, who
finished the week with gold
in the 200, 400 and 800m
free and the 4x200m free
relay.

“"Without her, we wouldn't
have women's distance
swimming in the place
we're at at the moment.
“To be part of that story
at the moment (it's) pretfty
much all because we get
to chase Katie.”

Douglass, meanwhile, firmly
established herself as the
one to chase in the 50m
free, winning the final in @
devastating 23.19sec.

That sliced three-tenths of

cord of 23.49sec she set
hours earlier and saw her
finish a whopping 55-hun-
dredths of a second ahead
of US teammate Gretchen
Walsh.

Walsh had set a world re-
cord of 23.55 on June 28 in
Rome where she broke the
world mark Douglass had
set on June 19.

Australia’s reigning world
champion Meg Harris took
bronze in 23.89.

Douglass returned less than
half an hour later to claim
siver in the 200m breast-
stroke won by Canadian Al-
exanne LePage in 2:21.73.
Douglass capped her night

the final freestyle leg to win
in 2:07.45.

Mcintosh,  the  reigning
world and Olympic cham-
pion, touched in 2:07.47.

It was another disappoint-
ment for Mcintosh in a
meet that included 400m
medley gold but only silver
in the 200m free and a fail-
ure to make the champion-
ship final in the 400m free.
Japan’'s Tomoyuki Matsu-
shita completed a men’s
medley double with a 200m
victory in 1:56.02.

Sam Short clocked an Aus-
fralian record of 14:33.97 to
add 1,500m freestyle to his
400m and 800m gold.]

Vingegaard brings curtain down on season

Paris, France

Two-time Tour de France champion Jonas
Vingegaard will not race again this sea-
son as he is still recovering from the broken
collarbone he suffered in this year's race,
his team Visma-Lease a bike announced
on Monday.

The 29-year-old Dane had had a success-
ful campaign up to his crash last month,
peaking with victory in the Giro d'ltalia in
May.

“After a long and intense racing period,
a recovery period was planned after the
Tour de France anyway,” said Vingegaard
in a team statement on their website.
“Due to the collarbone injury, the start of
my fraining has been delayed and it is not
possible for me to get back to top level in
the coming period.

“The focus is on preparing optimally for

the goals of the 2027 season. | will discuss
these specific goals with the team in the
coming period.”

Vingegaard was in second position over-
all in this year's Tour de France trailing
eventual winner Tadej Pogacar when he
came to grief on the 15th stage.

His crash came after he and his team had
been subjected to a doping fest in the
early hours of the morning.

Unlike Pogacar, Vingegaard rarely com-
petes in the one-day Classics and will he
will miss the world and European champi-
onships.

Vingegaard's triumph in the Giro made
him only the eighth rider in history to win all
three Grand Tours he added the Vuelta
last year to his two Tour de France victo-
ries from 2022 and 2023.])

Team Visma Lease a Bike Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard
wearing the overall leader’s pink jersey celebrates as he
crossing the finish line to win in the 20th stage of the Giro
d’ltalia 2026 - Tour of ltaly cycling race between Gemona del
Frivli and Piancavallo, Italy, on May 30, 2026.
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Casago

Aryna Sabalenka serves to Talia Gibson of Australia during day six of the Cincinnati Open at the
Lindner Family Tennis Center on August 16, 2024 in Mason, Ohio.

Sabalenka squeezes out win on sixth
match point in Cincinnati

Cincinnati, United States
World number one Aryna
Sabalenka needed  six
match points to subdue Ta-
lia Gibson on Sunday and
join reigning Grand Slam
champions Elena Rybakina
and Mirra Andreeva in the
third round of the Cincin-
nati Masters.

Australia’s  Gibson saved
five match points in the
12th game of the sec-
ond set before Sabalenka
came through in the fie-
breaker, managing a final
winner to get the job done
6-2, 7-6 (7/2) in just under
two hours on a windswept
Grandstand Court.

“I'm super tired, this is crazy
weather,” Sabalenka said.
“Talia played great tennis
and was more aggressive
in the second set.

“She put more pressure on
my service games. I'm glad
| stayed calm and pulled it
out in straight sets.”
Sabalenka won Cincinnati
in 2024 and is hoping for a
deep run to carry her info

the US Open, where she'll
be seeking her first Grand
Slam title of the year.

The Belarusian has won
three fitles in 2026, but none
since Miami in March.

She advanced along with
Australian Open winner Ry-
bakina and Roland Garros
champion Andreeva, who
powered on in convincing
style.

U.S. hope Coco Gauff,
seeded fourth, had to work
harder for a 2-6, 6-4, 6-1
victory over 43rd-ranked
Russian Liudmila Samson-
ova and fellow American
Ben Shelton up to sixth in
the world rankings after his
Montreal Masters triumph
last week was sent pack-
ing by 79th ranked Jaime
Faria of Portugal.

World number two Rybaki-
na, coming off a runner-up
finish to Iga Swiatek in To-
rontfo and inching closer to
Sabalenka in the rankings,
defeated Taylor Townsend
6-3, 6-4.

Andreeva crushed Olek-

sandra  Oliynykova  with
the loss of just one game,
breaking five fimes and
saving all seven break
points she faced in a 6-1,
6-0 rout.

Rybakina said that she is
concentrating on recovery
after a tough Toronto run
and was glad to get off to
a low-stress start.

“Today I'm happy with the
serve,” she said. "Definite-
ly it helped me a lof. Last
week in Toronto was very
difficult. A lot of three set
matches.”

Seventh seed Swiatek, the
defending champion who
bagged her first tifle of a
rocky season in Toronto,
hammered Emiliana Aran-
go of Colombia 6-3, 6-0.
Gauff and Shelton head-
lined an evening session
that proved fricky as blus-
tery conditions gave way
tfo brief rain that halted
both matches for just under
half an hour.

Gauff pulled out victory
with a storming finish, win-
ning the last five games.

LIV Golf CEO Scott O'Neil looks on during day four of LIV Golf
New York at Trump National Golf Club on August 09, 2026 in
Bedminster, New Jersey.

LIV Golf cancels Michigan
event, to decide team title
at Indy

Washington, United States

LIV Golf's scheduled team championship in Michigan
next week has been canceled, the series announced
on Monday, meaning this week’s Indianapolis event will
conclude the 2026 campaign.

Spain’s Jon Rahm has already clinched his third consec-
ufive season points title but the series will also crown ifs
feam champion from Thursday through Sunday at The
Club at Chatham Hills.

The breakaway series had been backed by the Saudi
Arabian Public Investment Fund (PIF), which earlier this
year announced it was pulling its funding after this sea-
son.

After luring away top PGA Tour stars with 54-hole events
and huge contracts, LIV struggled to gain a foothold in
the golf world with reported huge losses over five sea-
sons.

LIV Golf chief executive officer Scott O'Neil has said he
plans to finalize a deal next month to fund a 2027 LIV
Golf campaign, but revealed no details.

O’Neil said the early end to the campaign would help
LIV Golf’s future relaunch.

“By concluding the season now, we can put our full re-
sources behind what comes next and maintain the op-
erafional rigor this fransition demands,” O’Neil said.

“We are reimagining LIV Golf as a fundamentally new
league owned by the players and anchored in a sus-
tainable business model, with an evolved fan experi-
ence built for the markets where the game is growing
fastest across the globe and the support of world-class
partners.” LIV Golf Michigan had been set as the team
championship from August 27-30 at The Cardinal at
Saint John's Resort, for which a LIV statement said ticket
holders would receive refunds.

“The addition of the Team Championship to this week’s
event adds even more excitement to the world-class
competition in store,” said Ross Hallett, LIV Golf execu-
tive vice president.(d



