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Wildfire smoke engulfs millions in U.S. ahead of World Cup final

New York, United States
Dense wildfire smoke bil-
lowing down from Canada
and northern  Minnesota
set off unhealthy air qual-
ity alerts across the United
States on Friday, triggering
concern over the week-
end's World Cup final out-
side New York.

U.S. President Donald Trump
lashed out at Canada --
where authorities said more
than 200 fires were burning
out of control on Friday --
calling the pollution “totally
unacceptable.”

Detfroit, in the U.S. Midwest,
remained the most polluted
city in the world, according
to tfracker IQAIr. Washing-
tfon and Chicago weren't
far behind, and officials
warned against spending
unnecessary fime outside.

In New York and neighbor-
ing New Jersey, where the
World Cup football final will
be played on Sunday in an
open stadium, the metro
area was experiencing air
that could be unhealthy
for sensitive groups, an im-
provement after smog on
Thursday made the Man-
hattan skyline barely visible.
But the National Weather
Service (NWS) warned the
smoke may thicken over-

2026.

night into Saturday morn-
ing.

Tournament organizers are
“monitoring closely,” White
House World Cup task force
executive director Andrew
Giuliani fold a briefing.

Peter Mullinax, a meteorol-
ogist for NWS, told AFP that
winds over the Great Lakes
could push more smoke
info the Northeast, which
could keep skies hazy.

U.S. links Taco Bell leftuce

New York, United States
U.S. officials on Friday
pinned the source of a di-
arrhea-causing foodborne
parasite as shredded ice-
berg lettuce used by the
fast food chain Taco Bell.
A federal investigation by
the Food and Drug Admin-
istration fraced the con-
tamination back to asingle
supplier of iceberg lettuce
from Mexico, which was
used by Taco Bell locations
in five states, according to
a statement from the Cen-
ters for Disease and Con-
frol.

The CDC said that more
than 1,644 people in five
states Indiana, Kentucky,
Michigan, Ohio and West
Virginia were confirmed
to be infected with cyclo-
sporiasis, which can cause
“explosive diarrhea,”
among other symptoms.
There have been no
deaths and 94 hospitaliza-

fions related to that out-
break, the health agency
said.

The CDC said that those ill-
nesses were lab-confirmed
and linked specifically to
the outbreak at Taco Bell
locations in those states.

The figure does not en-
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He said forecasts for that
region do expect some im-
provement.

“I don't believe that this
should be as impactful as
if you might be playing
a game today,” Mullinax
said.

The issue for Sunday’s
game, said Joel Dreessen,
an air quality forecaster
for the state of Maryland, is
whether more smoke spills
south after weekend storm
systems.

“Some of the models are
starting to indicate that
we'll start fo pull down
some smoke,” he told AFP.
Trump said he would call
Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney “to find out
what they are going to do
about” the smoke.

“The United States is be-
ing unnecessarily invaded
by filthy, polluted, and un-
healthy air, the quality of
which is dangerous, and to-
tally unacceptable!” Trump

wrote on Truth Social.

- Traveling toxicity -

In cities across the Midwest
and Northeast, people
wore masks outdoors to fil-
ter out the dangerous air.
In New York, libraries and
frain stations were handing
them out for free.

Chris Carlsten, who studies
the health impacts of fire
smoke at the University of
British Columbia, told AFP
that the fine pollution par-
ficles from wildfires are par-
ficularly impactful on the
lungs, whereas vehicle pol-
lution skews slightly fowards
heart impacts.

He said plumes can be
filled with wood and vege-
tation debris but also paint,
plastic or metal.

And as smoke plumes trav-
el, they undergo “photo-
chemical aging,” a series
of reactions that Carlsten
said “seem to make, from
everything we understand
in the chemistry, the aero-
sol more foxic.”

The upper Midwest that is
closer to the fires has faced
especially bad air, with
parts of Michigan, Minne-
sota and Wisconsin all re-
cording air quality readings
deep into the "*hazardous”
range for days.[

to diarrhea-causing parasite outbreak

compass all cyclosporiasis
infections arising from oth-
er causes.

The CDC did not name the
supplier, but Taylor Farms
which has production fa-
cilities across the US, and in
Canada and Mexico said
Friday it had sold the let-
tuce to Taco Bell.

-------

Packages of Taylor Farms salad greens are displayed at a
Safeway store on July 16, 2026 in Kings Beach, California.

The company said it was
“voluntarily removing all
iceberg lettuce sourced
from central Mexico.”
“While the FDA fraceback
is indicating a specific in-
dependent farm, which
represents less than one
percent of the US's ice-
berg lettuce supply, as the
potential source of the out-
break, we have removed
all iceberg leftuce from
the region indefinitely,” it
said in a statement.

The company said none
of its branded salads or kits
were associated with the
outbreak, nor did any of
its kits contain iceberg let-
tuce.

- Cooking reduces risk -

In its own statement, Taco
Bell said it also had volun-
tarily removed “potentially
impacted lettuce from a
supplier in select states.”

“The affected ingredient

from our supplier is being
indefinitely removed from
our supply chain nafion-
wide and will be replaced
within 24 hours in select
states,” the company add-
ed.

Federal officials warned
against eatfing shredded
iceberg lettuce from Taco
Bell in the five states men-
tioned.

Untfreated, cyclosporia-
sis could last more than a
month. It is generally not
life-threatening, but can
cause dehydration.

In the past, foods including
bagged salad mixes, fresh
cilantro, fresh basil, rasp-
berries, snow peas and
scallions have been linked
to cyclosporiasis.

Officials across the coun-
tfry recommend thoroughly
washing produce or, even
better, cooking it, as heat
higher than 158F (70C) kills
the parasite.[
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U.S. wants to globalize fight against far-left 'terrorism’

Washington, United States
The United States on Thurs-
day launched a scathing at-
tack on left-wing extremists,
with Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio calling for global
cooperation to fight a "new
wave of this old evil."

In opening remarks at a
ministerial meeting on "The
Resurgence of Political Ter-
rorism," Rubio said that "far-
left terrorism™” had become a
"blind spot" after the scrutiny
on jihadist extremism follow-
ing the September 11, 2001
attacks.

"Even today, the very idea
that far-left terrorism could
be a serious threat is freated
as aright-wing fever dream
or, worse, as a dangerous
fascist conspiracy," he said.
Citing an increase in leftist
atftacks in Europe and the
United States since 2016,
Rubio called for boosting
cooperation to combat an
ideology he described as
"a poisonous resentment
cloaked in the language of
equality and justice."

Rubio -- a fierce anfi-commu-
nist whose parents fled Cuba
-- said leftist extremism draws
its inspiration from a "hatred
for civilization itself."

More than 60 delegations
from Europe to Asia joined
the event, where US Treasury
Secretary Scoft Bessent and
White House Deputy Chief
of Staff Stephen Miller also
spoke. "You are here be-
cause your political leaders
are being aftacked and
stabbed and shot in your
streets," Rubio told the del-

U.S.Secretary of State Marco Rubio makes opening statementduring an eventtitied "Ministerialonthe
atthe U.S. Department of State on July 16,2026, in Washington, DC.

Resurgence of Political Terrorism"

egates, "because your busi-
nesses have been bombed,
because your railways have
been sabotaged, because
your police officers have
been beaten and burned."

- Right-wing terror absent -
Rubio and Miller made no
mention, however, of right-
wing violence which, ac-
cording fo a comprehensive
2025 report by the Center for
Strategic and International
Studies, has been a far larger
problem in the United States
the past 30 years.

The CSIS report acknowl-
edged there has been an
increase in left-wing terrorist
aftacks and plots over the
past decade.

But it said "such violence has

risen from very low levels and
remains much lower than
historical levels of violence
carried out by right-wing and
jihadist attackers."

The administration of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has tar-
geted Europe in particular,
calling it an "incubator of
terrorist threats."

Rubio gave several exam-
ples of violent acts blamed
on leftist groups in Europe,
including the sabotage of
the French rail network for
the opening of the 2024
Olympic Games in Paris and
the killing of French far-right
activist Quentin Deranque in
February.

According to a State Depart-
ment fact sheet, there were
21 attacks in the European

SpaceX abruptly scrubs Starship test flight

South Padre Island, United
States

SpaceX on scrubbed on
Thursday what was to be
its first Starship flight since
the company went public,
abruptly calling it off just
as the booster began to
ignite.

"Some of the engines
didn't start, friggering an
automatic launch abort.
Now offloading propel-
lant," company head Elon
Musk said on X.

"To be confident of a good
flight, 2 Raptors will be re-
moved & replaced. Most
probable launch fiming is
early next week," he add-
ed in a later post.

The flight was to be the
mammoth rocket's 13th
overall.

When it eventually takes
off, the flight aims will be
similar to those of a mostly
successful voyage carried
outin May, which debuted
the latest edition of the
powerful Starship, its third-
generation model.

The goals of that test were
essentially to demonstrate
the new designs in flight.
But it was not without a
few glitches, including en-
gine issues with the Super
Heavy booster that neces-
sitated a crash info the
Gulf of Mexico rather than
a precision return.

The company said there
have been "several modi-
fications to hardware and
software to address issues
seen on the previous flight."
SpaceX will aspire the next
fime around fo execute a
launch, ascent, stage sep-
aration, boostback burn
and landing burn of the
booster offshore without
any hiccups.

The upper stage will de-
ploy 20 Starlink V3 satel-
lites, and SpaceX said it will
test out a relight of a Rap-
tor engine in space.

It will also test upgrades to
Starship's heat shield.

The flight will be the first

Union attributed to "far-left
and anarchist terrorists" in
2024, compared to 24 at-
tacks from jihadists.

- Antifa -

The "Antifa" movement, short
for "anfi-fascist,” has also
been targeted by the Trump
administration, which desig-
nated it a "domestic terrorist
organization” last year after
the assassination of conser-
vative influencer Charlie Kirk.
However, experts say it is a
nebulous movement of left-
wing activists that is more of
a political ideology than an
organized group.

In the United States, the
movement gained fraction
after Trump's first election in
2016, and many conserva-

fives blamed riots and pro-
tests in 2020 after the death
of George Floyd on anti-
fascist protesters.

In his remarks, Miller launched
a virulent attack on "leftists,"
saying they were spreading
a "cancer"in society.

"Not one of the people that
is demonstrating looks like
a normal person,”" he said.
"They're all deformed in some
way in their appearance, in
their dress, in their manner-
ism."

Critics accuse Trump himself
of inciting violence.

On returning to the White
House last year, he par-
doned more than 1,000 of his
supporters who had stormed
the US Capitol on January
6, 2021.

Shortly after Thursday's meet-
ing, Rubio announced visa
restrictions on members of
"far-left terrorist" groups.
Eleven congressional Dem-
ocrats told Rubio in a letter
that the administration's fo-
cus on far-left extremism was
"tfroubling" and appeared to
stray from previous Repub-
lican and Democratic ad-
ministrations' concerns about
how "racially-motivated
violent extremism" posed a
threat to the United States.
"The State Department has
made no indication that it
is taking an apolitical and
comprehensive approach
to countering violent extrem-
ism," wrote the lawmakers,
led by the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee's fop Demo-
crat, Gregory Meeks.(

This screen grab from a SpaceX live webcast shows SpaceX's
Starship rocket ten minutes before its scheduled launch from
Starbase during the 13th test flight in South Padre Island, Texas,
on July 16, 2026.

after Musk's SpaceX went
public on Wall Street in
June, with a record initial
public offering.

On Thursday, SpaceX stock
closed at $131.11, below

its IPO price of $135.

The rocket company has
rapidly expanded its sat-
ellite internet service and
voiced lofty ambitions for
Al data centersin space.[d
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Petula Clark, 93, hopes real singers will survive the Al tide

Collonge-Bellerive, Switzer-
land

Veteran British star Petula
Clark hopes arfificial intel-
ligence will never be able
to replace the warmth and
emotion of areal singer.

At 93, the "Downtown”
legend sfill relishes the con-
nection between audi-
ence and performer, and
the humanity in delivering
avocal two things Al songs
might eliminate.

“We're all very worried
about that, and they're
actually saying eventually
Al will have emotion, and
even that's a little worry-
ing where do we go from
theree” said Clark.

“For the future, it's a little
puzzling, to say the least,”
she told AFP in an inferview.
Asked if the human feel in
a song was irreplaceable,
she said: “"We like to think
so. Who knowse The way
things are going, maybe
everything is going to be
replaced anyway. | hope
not. | find the whole thing a

bit scary.
“There's been a lot of elec-
fronic  stuff, computers

in studios for quite a few
years, and we're OK, we're
still here. But how much lon-

Britain’s singer, actress, and songwriter Petula Clark poses during the Festival du Livre a Collonge
- LAC (Books at Collonge) literary festival, in Collonge-Bellerive, near Geneva on June 6, 2026.

gere”

- London concert plans -
Clark said her singing regis-
ter was now lower, but the
magic was still present.
“My voice, it has changed,”
she explained.

“But it hasn't changed in
whatever it has: it's there.
It's come down a little bif,
but | kind of like it!”

"What | dois very personal,

and it's mine; nobody can
be me,” she said.

“It comes from the heart.”
Clark said there were plans
for a concert in a London
theatre, possibly later this
year.

“It's going fo be something
very important for me,
and very emotional too. It
may be my last one; who
knows?2,” she said.

“But I'm really looking for-

ward to it, getting back to
an audience. There's noth-
ing quite like the commu-
nion with an audience.”

- Ear for melody -

Clark met the French pub-
licist Claude Wolff in 1957,
they married in 1961 and
in a very rare step for a
British or U.S. artist, she fully
embraced French songs,
becoming a major star in

Danny Boyle’s Murdoch biopic to open Venice Film Festival

Rome, Italy

A film about press baron
Rupert Murdoch'’s transfor-
mation of the British media
by “Trainspotting” director
Danny Boyle will open this
year's Venice Film Festival

in September, the festival
announced on Thursday.

“Ink” tells the story of Mur-
doch’s purchase of The
Sun tabloid in 1969, which
he turned info the best-
seling newspaper in the

Danny Boyle speaks onstage during CinemaCon 2026-
CinemaCon Film Showcase at The Dolby Colosseum at Caesars
Palace during CinemaCon, the official convention of Cinema
United, on April 13, 2024, in Las Vegas, Nevada.

country through a mix of
sport, sex and right-wing
politics.

The Australia-born media
mogul is played by Guy
Pearce (“Memento”, “The
Hurt Locker”), with his first
The Sun editor Larry Lamb
played by Jack O'Connell
(“Sinners™).

It is set in 1969, “the year
we first walked on the
moon -- and the year
Rupert Murdoch & Larry
Lamb launched a news-
paper that was to change
the world far more™, Boyle
said in a joint statement
with the Venice Film Festi-
val.

The film, based on a play of
the same name by screen-
writer James Graham, will
premiere on the opening
night of the festival which
runs from September 2-12.
Boyle won a best director
Oscar for “Slumdog Mil-
lionaire” and has a string

of hits to his name, includ-
ing “28 Days Later” and ifs
sequel “28 Years Later”.
He previously turned his
lens on another historic
business figure in “Steve
Jobs”, a 2015 feature
about the founder of Ap-
ple.

The full line-up for Ven-
ice, one of the big three
European festivals along-
side Cannes and Berlin, is
expected to be unveiled
next week. Hollywood fa-
vorites George Clooney
and Ellen Burstyn (“The Ex-
orcist”, “Interstellar”) are to
be given lifetime achieve-
ment Golden Lion awards
this year.

“This festival is without
question my favorite and
to be given the Golden
Lion is a fremendous hon-
or. It also probably means
I'm old, but I'll take it,”
Clooney, a regular in Ven-
ice, said in a statement
last week.[[d

France too.
When seeking out new
songs, Clark said it was

“always the melody” that
caught her ear, “because
melody is intfernational”.
Indeed, her 1964 signature
hit “Downtown”, which sold
millions and earned her a
Grammy award, had no
lyrics when she first heard
composer Tony Hafch play-
ing it on the piano.

“Some songs just have it. If
we knew what it was, we'd
all be singing them!” she
said.

“We knew it was a good
song, but we had no idea
that it was a monster song.
“Some songs live on and
live on.”

Clark sfill listens to music
every day mostly classical
music and jazz.

“I like Adele very much.
| think she's a wonderful
singer, very good songwrit-
er,” she said.

- ‘Is That You, Petula?’ -
After making her debut as
child star on BBC wartime
radio in 1942, Clark's career
fook many furns.

She starred in fims along-
side Alec Guinness, Fred
Astaire and Peter O'Toole

and appeared in musicals
in New York and London.
“An Evening with Petula” in
concert was the first colour
fransmission on BBC One
television in 1969.

She has now written her
autobiography, entitled “Is
That You, Petfula?2” -- John
Lennon’s words when she
visited his Montreal bed-
in for peace in 1969, end-
ing up on the single “Give
Peace A Chance”.

“It's been a long life, and
a very exciting life, and a
very sad life, and a very
happy life,” she said.

Clark has lived in Geneva
since the mid-1960s and
spoke to AFP at the Col-
longe Book Festival in the
Genevan countryside.
Those queuing to meet
her included a starstruck
21-year-old man clutching
a 1980s vinyl aloum.

Clark said she hoped she
had brought happiness to
people throughout the de-
cades.

“They've made me happy,
foo,” she said.d
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This picture taken on June 30, 2026 shows Yasuo Yamazaki, a representative of a citizens’ group
expressing concerns about the consiruction of the data centre, posing next to a protest flag
reading, ‘Do Not Push Forward with the Data Cenire Construction!’

Opposition to data centers grows in
cramped urban Japan

Tokyo, Japan

The more Yoriko Kitagawa
learns of a massive data
centre to be built near her
home in Hino on the out-
skirts of Tokyo, the more she
worries.

“This is a terrible plan,” the
94-year-old told AFP.

The explosion in resource-
hungry data centers hous-
ing the hardware “brains”
of artificial intelligence is
fuelling unease worldwide,
with New York State and
Australia the latest jurisdic-
tions to announce new
rules.

Opponents of data centers
in the United States have
called for a “national day
of protest” on Saturday to
“protect our hometowns,
our wallets, and our way of
life”.

Japan, with some of the
most densely populated
cities among advanced
economies 80 percent of
the country is mountains
has a particular problem: a
shortage of suitable urban
space to build the facilities.
One centreiseven planned
next to the famous Tokyo
Tower.

In Hino, the height of two
of the three planned build-
ings has been cut by a fifth
to 63.5 meters (208 feet),
but they still will tower over
nearby houses, blocking
the sun for some.

“As someone who lives next
to the site, I'm most worried
about a fire that could be
friggered by the massive
amount of batteries,” said
69-year-old  campaigner
Yasuo Yamazaki.

“Heat from the data centre
is also worrisome, as well as
noise,” he told AFP.

He also frets about a po-
tential explosion due to a
stockpile of fuel on site for
a backup generator.
Developer Mitsui Fudosan
plans a “green bufferzone™
of up to 78 meters with
frees and a stream, reduc-
ing the noise, the heat and
the *“oppressive feeling”,
said an official in charge of
the project.

“One approach is to sef
the building back from the
street and... to arrange
greenery so that, at eye
level, its presence doesn't
feel so overwhelming,” he
told AFP.

“It may be difficult to have
a 100-percent consensus
with everyone, but we will
do our best,” he said, not-
ing that the company has
held regularly held meet-
ings with residents.

- Al-friendly -

Trillions of dollars are be-
ing spent on data centers
to train and run Al models
and provide cloud storage
for humanity's zettabytes a

unit equivalent to a ftrillion
gigabytes of digital infor-
mation.

Japan has big plans in the
field, including for 10 mil-
lion Al robots operating by
2040, aiming to become
“the most Al-friendly coun-
try in the world”.

It wants to develop its own
sovereign Al models and
infrastructure  to  avoid
over-reliance on the United
States and China, the sec-
tor's runaway leaders.

Partly to meet a projected
increase in power demand
from Al, Japan is moving
to revive its nuclear power
sector, 15 years after the
Fukushima disaster.

But despite being a large
and politically stable econ-
omy with good telecoms
infrastructure, Japan has
“important constraints”,
said Trung Ghi, energy and
utilities consultant at Arthur
D. Little.

“Suitable large-scale land
near demand centers is lim-
ited, particularly because
Japan is mountainous and
major demand is concen-
trated around dense urban
areas,” Ghi told AFP.
Having data centers near
end-users is important -- not
least for the ultra-speed of
response needed for finan-
cial trading, streaming or
gaming.d

The renovated building of the former military dormitory,
popularly called “Kukurica” (Corn), which is set to be the
new headquarters of the Minisiry of Defence of the Slovak
Republic, is pictured during the media presentation in
Bratislava, Slovakia, on July 16, 2026.

‘Overpriced Dubai
skyscraper’: Slovaks
outraged by minisiry’s
S61M HQ

Bratislava, Slovakia

Slovakia’s defence minister has come under fire for his
lavish taste in architecture after unveiling his ministry’s
new 27-storey headquarters, with many crificising the
cost of the 53-million-euro ($61 million) renovation.
Known popularly as the “corn” because of its resem-
blance to the summer barbecue staple, the towering
former communist-era barracks’ facelift is already un-
der scrutiny for potential misuse of the central Euro-
pean country’s public funds.

“It's pretty, isn't it2” beamed the minister, Robert Kali-
nak, one of Prime Minister Robert Fico's closest allies,
as he opened the building in the capital Bratislava to
the public on Thursday.

Many disagreed. “An overpriced Dubai skyscraper”
was among the many critical comments on social me-
dia, while lawmaker Gabor Grendel of the opposition
Slovensko party called it “the most expensive corn in
the world".

The prosecutor’s office is already investigating a crimi-
nal complaint regarding the 958,000-euro renovation
of the tower’s surrounding 700-metre wall, for which
workers were painting a brick-effect concrete facade
instead of laying brick cladding. Kalinak has denied
any wrongdoing.

Visitors to Thursday's public unveiling were freated
fo price tags on display throughout the building, list-
ing both market prices and what the ministry said it
claimed it had paid instead.

- Eye of Sauron memes -

According fo the ministry, a sofa originally listed at
4,500 euros cost taxpayers around 2,000 euros, while
a coat rack was reduced from 620 euros to 330 euros.
A small kitchenette installed on each floor cost nearly
8,000 euros, excluding appliances.

In the meantime, the tower’s 400,000-euro outdoor
LED screen has been turned off for months after online
memes re-imagined it as the baleful eye of Sauron’s
fortress of Barad-dur from “The Lord of the Rings”.
Opposition lawmaker Veronika Remisova said the lav-
ish spending on the minister's new office was inap-
propriate at a fime when the government is tighten-
ing the public finances, accusing Kalinak of living a
“sheikh’s lifestyle”.]
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Saving Gaza’s past, one artifact at a time

Khan Yunis, Palestinian Ter-
ritories

Armed with  paintbrush-
es and wearing surgical
gloves, volunteers inside
a large tent in Gaza deli-
cately brushed dust from a
stone mosaic before plac-
ing it into storage, part of
an effort to preserve cultur-
al heritage hit by war.
More than 160 historic and
cultural sites across the Pal-
estfinian territory have been
damaged during the con-
fict between lIsrael and
Hamas, according to the
United Nations.

Many of these artifacts
date back thousands of

years.
“Several mosaic artworks
have been lost or de-

stroyed, either completely
or partially,” said Moham-
med Abu Lahia, a Palestin-
ian visual artist taking part
in the preservation efforts in
the south Gaza city of Khan
Yunis.

“Itis important that we work
to revive this art, remind our
children and our communi-
ty, and send a message to
the world that we are com-
mitted to our heritage and
our Palestinian cause.”

Beyond archaeological
freasures, more recent cul-
tural artifacts are also at risk
of being damaged or bur-
ied beneath rubble from
shelling and airstrikes.

More than 90 percent of

Gaza Strip, on July 11, 2026.

Gaza's  buildings have
been damaged or de-
stfroyed during the conflict,
according to the UN.

Over the centuries, Per-
sians, Greeks, Romans,
Byzantines and Ottomans
all left their mark on Gaza,
creating a rich historical
londscape of churches,
mosques, ports and arti-
facts, many of which have
suffered damage during
the conflict.

“This stone is a piece called
a mortar, and it was used
for grinding grains and
herbs. It is approximately

[ .' |
A staffer from the Mayasem Association for Culture and Arts puts back together a piece of pottery,

as others repair and scientifically-restore a number of artifacts collected during the war in Gazaq,
at the cultural heritage storage facility, currently based in a tent in Khan Yunis in the southern

5,000 years old,” said Mu-
hannad Abu Lahia, a cul-
tural heritage guide with
the Mayasem Association
for Culture and Arts, the
NGO leading the preserva-
fion efforts.

Behind him, artifacts al-
ready catalogued  for
safekeeping were stacked
on wooden shelves inside
weatherproof plastic con-
tainers.

- Preserving the past -

With Israel maintaining tight
conftrols over goods enter-
ing the Gaza Strip  restric-

fions that have af fimes
conftributed to severe short-
ages of food and other
supplies volunteers have
had to work without profes-
sional conservation equip-
ment.

Instead, they gently re-
moved dust from mosaics
using ordinary paintbrushes
and built a makeshift scan-
ning station by mounting a
camera above a box lined
with black craft paper.

The improvised scanner al-
lowed volunteers to digi-
tize old photographs and
paper documents, which

were then uploaded to a
computer for preservation.
Not everything entering
storage is ancient.

Many items date from the
20th century, including the
late Ottoman period, the
British Mandate and the
Egyptian administration.
Their owners sought to save
them from destruction or
loss after being displaced.

“This is a paper archive
containing maps of Khan
Yunis and structural maps
of the Khan Yunis area from
the fime of the British Man-
date,” said 29-year-old vol-
unteer Taghreed Haijjari.

At one table, three women
painstakingly  rearranged
hundreds of fragments to
recreate a contemporary
mosaic, using a printed
copy of the original artwork
as a guide and trimming
excess stone with carpen-
ter's pincers.

Many artifacts, however,
remain beyond the so-
called “Yellow Line”, which
separates territory under
Hamas control from areas
held by the Israeli forces.
Israel says it now controls
more than 60 percent of
the Gaza Strip, up from
about half when the cease-
fire took effect in October
last year.

Volunteers say retrieving
arfifacts from Israeli-con-
frolled areas remains ex-
tfremely difficult. ]

Brazil toughens rules on gambling ads as bets explode

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Brazil on Friday made it
mandatory for gambling
advertisements to carry
warnings about addiction
and money loss, tighten-
ing regulations on a sector
that has exploded in re-
cent years, dragging many
into debt.

Brazil's betting market has
boomed since a regulo-
tory framework was estab-
lished in 2023, accompa-
nied by aggressive adver-
tising both on the streefs
and online from influencers
and sports stars.
Controversy soared during
the World Cup, with You-
Tube channel CazelV --
which streamed all match-
es live to millions of people
-- showing QR codes to

place bets and recom-
mending specific wagers.
After a probe from the
country’s consumer pro-
tection agency, the chan-

People stand next to a municipal notice reading

nel scaled back such ads.

The goal is to “treat bet-
ting like cigarettes,” said Fi-
nance Minister Dario Durig-
an of the new rules oblig-
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“Bet

advertisement removed” displayed on a building in the Lapa
neighborhood of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on July 15, 2026.

ing betting ads fto carry
warnings.

Official figures show that
most people using betting
platforms come from poor
households.

A study by the Natfional
Confederation of Com-
merce estimated that debt
due to betting pushed al-
most 270,000 families into
severe default over about
three years.

“The people who bet
aren’t actually financially
stable. They usually want
to change their lives and
end up believing this mis-
leading advertising,” Ana
Clara Costa, a 21-year-old
market vendor in Copaca-
bana, told AFP.

Some cities are taking the

rules astep further. In Rio de
Janeiro, municipal workers
this week covered up bill-
boards with the message:
“Betting ad REMOVED.”
The Gaming and Lottery
Association said such mea-
sures were an “unfounded
aftack” and fold AFP if
would take action against
them.

Lawyer Juliana Prates told
AFP she has sought fto
fight the industry since her
brother took his own life
last year due to gambling
debts.

She said she filed a com-
plaint to authorities after
football star Neymar pro-
moted a befting brand to
his tens of millions of follow-
ers but never received a
response.
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(Oranjestad)—We've talk-
ed about the best beaches
to visit on the island before,
but have you ever won-
dered how Aruba got its
white, sandy beaches, and
why there’s a clear differ-
ence between the north-
ern and southern shores?
Here are some fun facts
about the development of
Aruban beaches. How did

——
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Aruba get its white, sandy

beaches?

Aruba’s beaches have de-
veloped over the span of
thousands of years. Waves
crashing on the rocky for-
mations along our coast
line (which consists mainly
of coral reefs) have started
to wear and tear the reefs
over time, resulting in its

Bl
gradual breakdown. Fish
that feed off corals also

contribute to  this—one
small bite at a time. Over
the course of thousands
of years, as waves confin-
ue to crash and fish con-
tinue to eat off the corals,
sand starts to accumulate
around the area. Howev-
er, whether the sand stays
there is another question

Aruban snacks and where to find them

ORANJESTAD — Want to
taste something different
for a change? How about
some Aruban snacks that
you can find all around the
island? Hop in your car,
and go to these locations
to find some of the most
popular and tasty snacks
that are beloved by our lo-
cals.

One of the staples of Aru-
ban cuisine and snacks is
the Pastechi. Pastechi is
a Caribbean fried pastry
that is filed with cheese,
meat, chicken, veggies
and sometimes even fish!

Or perhaps you might
want fo try a croquette,
locally called a “kroket,”
which is a crusty fried snack
with typically a meat and
dough mix filing. The Aru-
ban kroket is based on its

Dutch counterpart, the
“bitterbal”.
These ftwo snacks are

typically found in all local
snack trucks, which can be
found all over the island,
including on the side of the
main road that stretches
from San Nicolas to the
Hotel Area. You can also
find them at local bakeries

all over the island. These
places may also sell other
snacks and sandwiches
too, perfect for on-the-
road lunch break.

While you're at it, why not
accompany your snack
with a refreshing “batido”?2
Batidos are fruit shakes,
typically made with add-
ed milk for some creami-
ness. However, you can
also ask to hold the milk.
Batidos are commonly
found in snack shops too.
You may find some bati-
dos along the flea market
downtown.

If you are looking for some-
thing a bit more fresh and
healthy, why not fry some
coconuts, or shaved ice
from local vendorsg These
vendors carry their little
shop at the back of their
fruck, so they are ever-
moving around the island.
However, there are a few
spots where you can al-
most always find a coco-
nut/shaved ice vendor:

* Right next to the Red

——

to be answered, and this is
where we highlight the big-
gest difference between
the northern and southern
coast of the island.

The sand that accumulates
around a forn coral reef
is swept away along with
the debris by the ocean
stream. However, in areas
where it's shallow and the
stream is weaker, the sand
tends to sick to the bot-
tom faster. This is why the
beaches in the south—the
areas with weaker stream
and  shallower  ocean
floors—has sand that
stretches for miles. In con-
frast, the northern areaq,

where the stream is much
sfronger and the ocean
floor is much deeper, there

el

Anchor in San Nicolas,

on the way to Baby
Beach.

e Along the main road

next to the airport field.

e Af the Cadlifornia Light
House.

e Af the Alto Vista Chao-

pel.

These vendors may also sell

is no sand present—they
were swept away with the
current!

Why is the north deep, but
the south shallow?

Aruba is a continental
island. The island actu-
ally forms part of South
America, and the space
between Aruba and the
South American contfinent
is simply referred to as land
that runs under the ocean.
This is why it gets gradu-
ally deeper in the south,
whereas the ocean floor in
the north runs steeply to the
bottom.

Source: archival document
provided by the National Ar-
chive of Aruba (ANA).

other delights, like the be-
loved coconut-based des-
sert “cocada” or peanuts.
All'in all, in Aruba, you can
always find some place
to take a break and have
a bite of something local,
you maybe just might have
to look for them!(]

Photo credit: wheninaruba.
com
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CASINO AND SHOPS

Aruba Tourism Authority
honored loyal visitors at
Marrloﬂ s Aruba Ocean Club!

The Aruba Tourism Author-
ity recently had the great

pleasure of recognizing
Distinguished Visitors of
Aruba. The honorees were
respectively honored with
a certificate for theiryears
of visits, loyalty, and love
for the island of Aruba.

The honorary certification
is presented on behalf of
the Minister of Tourism as
a token of appreciation
and to say “Masha Danki”
fo guests who have visited
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or
more consecutively.

The three levels of honor are
as follows:

Distinguished Visitor
(10>years consecutively visit-
ing Aruba)

Goodwill Ambassador
(20>years consecutively visit-
ing Aruba)

Emerald Ambassador
(35>years consecutively visit-
ing Aruba)

The honorees were:
Distinguished Visitors
Mr. Jeff and Mrs.
ry Courterier

Sher-
from

3 “im L1k L I

Ocoee,Florida, United

States.

Ms. Keyttin Silva represent-
ing the Aruba Tourism Au-
thority, and staff members
of Marriott Ocean Club-
bestowed the cerfificate
upon the honorees, pre-
sented them with gifts, and
thanked them for choosing
Aruba as their favorite va-
cation destination, as their
home away from home.

The top reasons for return-
ing fo Aruba provided by
the honorees were:
* The people of Aruba.
* Aruba’s sun and sand.
* Aruba’'s amazing wa-
fer.
Aruba's great resort.
* “No place like it on
earth.”

On behalf of the Aruba
Tourism  Authority,  we
would like to express our
sincere gratitude and ap-
preciation to the honorees
for their continued visits fo
the “One Happy Island”.1

Ploy Respansibly. Visit www.gomblersanonymous.org if you or someane you knew has o gombling problen,

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne's Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juon Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Visit the historic museum at Fort Zoutman'

(Oranjestad)—Located in
the middle of downtown
Oranjestad, situated right
next to the government
building “Cocolishi”, is one
of the oldest buildings of
Aruba: Fort Zoutman. First
constructed in 1796, this
site has been used (or left
unused) in many ways and
have survived eras of war
and aftempted disman-
fHiing.

When anyone refers to Fort
Zoutman, they are actu-
ally referring to two sepa-
rate buildings that, over the
years, have been merged:
the fort and the tower.
That's right, the iconic
5-story, squared tower was
not part of the original
stfructure of the fort, and
is actually called “Wilem
Il Toren”. Constructed in
1867, this tower was named
after the then-reigning king
of The Netherlands, Willem
lIl. Willem Ill Toren was origi-
nally a light tower, but after
a request from Lieutenant
Governor Jan Helenus in
1866, it also became a bell
tower.

The fort itself was origi-
nally constructed to pro-
tect the commerce bay
of Paardenbaai from pi-
rates and other disrepu-
table characters roaming
the Caribbean Sea. Unlike
the Willem Il Toren, Fort
Zoutman had a more tu-
multuous past, including
the on-and-off reception
of unwanted members of
the English military several
times (The Netherlands was
at constant war with Eng-
land back in the colonial
era).

Over the years, both the
fort and the fower had
functioned as different
government center points,
including a tax and stamps
office. For some time these
two buildings also housed
a police precinct and jail,
and even experienced
abandonment until  the
Cultural  Center  Aruba
Foundation (CCA) peti-
fioned for its renovation in
1964, turning the site into
the Historic Museum it cur-
rently is.

Despite its small size, The
Historic Museum guards a

rich depository of the com-
mercial, military and social
history of Oranjestad, offer-
ing a glance into how the
social culture of the fown
came to be. If you are in-
terested in history and want
to learn more about Aruba,
then Fort Zoutman should
definitely be included into
your itinerary.

The museum is open Mon-
day to Friday from 9am-
6pm, and Saturday from
10am-2pm.Q4

Source: The Old Fort of Aruba
by Jan Hartog.
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Birds of Aruba: Soaring through the
blue skies

(Oranjestad)—Aruba’s nature is very di-
verse and is home to several beautiful
and majestic wildlife. Among these is the
bright Trupial, whose angelic voice is al-
ways heard with the rising sun; the cuddly
parakeet, always in company of another,
and the majestic Warawara, a mighty bird
that can be seen soaring in the clear blue
skies.

Trupial

Icterus icterus, or known locally as the
Venezuelan or Orange Troupial, is a strik-
ing songbird whose bright orange feathers
can be spotted from a far distance. Known
to be the first bird to sing at the first sign of
sunrise, this beloved songbird likes to wake
up with a tune. But don't let their angelic
songs fools you; the Trupial can be a bit
aggressive fowards any threat, protective
over their nesting spots—nesting spofts they
most likely stole from other birds. Trupials
can be seen regularly, often in trees or on
top of a cactus.

Photo Credit: Daniel Ruben Gonzalez

Prikichi (parakeet)

The Brown-throated Prikichi (Aratinga per-
tinax) became the national bird of Aruba
backin 2015, at the request of Aruba Bird-
life Conservation. The bright green, ador-
able parakeet usually flies in flock of 30
or more, but its population has been de-
clining since the 2010s. Prikichis are a shier
breed than the trupial, often flying away
at the sign of any threat. They use termite
nests for breeding spots and feed mostly
on seeds from the Kwihi tree, Divi Divi tree
and fruits.

Photo Credit: Daniel Ruben Gonzalez

Warawara

The Warawara or Caracara is one of the
biggest birds found in the Aruban mondi.
At a heigh of 41 to 60 cm, their wingspan
can measure up to 125 cm. Known as the
"garbage man”, this bird of prey mostly
feeds on dead animails. Its coat is dark
brown, with a cream-colored neck, or-
ange face, thick beak and long legs. The
Warawara prefers to build its nest in the
middle of tall cacti and produces a rat-
tfling, screaming sound, throwing its head
back onto its back while calling.

While these birds are a beautiful sight to
behold, it is very important to keep your
distance and respect their habitats. This is
how we protect our wildlife. By admiring
the beauty of Aruba in a safe and respect-
ful manner, we can do our part in protect-
ing our sacred nature.]

Photo Credit: Aruba Birdlife Conservation
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Aruba Tourism Authority
honored loyal visitors at
Marriott’'s Aruba Ocean Club!

fl

The Aruba Tourism Author-
ity recently had the great

pleasure of recognizing
Distinguished Visitors of
Aruba. The honorees were
respectively honored with
a certificate for theiryears
of visits, loyalty, and love
for the island of Aruba.

The honorary certification
is presented on behalf of
the Minister of Tourism as
a token of appreciation
and to say “Masha Danki”
fo guests who have visited
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or
more consecutively.

The three levels of honor are
as follows:

Distinguished Visitor
(10>years consecutively visit-
ing Aruba)

Goodwill Ambassador
(20>years consecutively visit-
ing Aruba)

Emerald Ambassador
(35>years consecutively visit-
ing Aruba)

The honorees were:
Goodwill Ambassador

Mrs. Katherine Lombardo
from Bergenfield, New Jer-
sey, United States.

m i1

Ms. Keyttin Silva represent-
ing the Aruba Tourism Au-
thority, and staff members
of Ocean Club bestowed
the certificate upon the
honoree, presented her
with gifts, and thanked her
for choosing Aruba as her
favorite vacation destina-
fion, as her home away
from home.

The top reasons for return-
ing to Aruba provided by
the honorees were:

* Aruba’s beautiful
weather and blue wao-
ter.

* Aruba’s gorgeous sun-
sefs.

* Aruba’s amazing staff
and management.

* Aruba’s great food.

*  “Friendship made on
this beautiful island.”

On behalf of the Aruba
Tourism  Authority, we
would like to express our
sincere gratitude and ap-
preciation to the honoree
for her continued visits to
the “One Happy Island”.
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The stories of “Compa Nanzi”

(Oranjestad)—The most popular character you
may hear about in the Caribbean is Anansi,
known locally on Aruba as “Compa Nanzi”.
Local children grew up hearing the tales of
the conniving spider, and his legacy forms part
of the oral narrative tradition that is common
in Aruba.

Although the stories are most popular in the
Caribbean, “"Compa Nanzi" is not entirely
unknown globally, especially not in the West
African region. Brought to the “new world” by
enslaved Africans from Ghana, the historical
thread of how Nanzi was infroduced on Aruba
follows the enslaved Africans in Curacao dur-
ing the colonial era, which saw the biggest
population of enslaved Africans in the Dutch
Caribbean.

The stories of Compa Nanzi were a sign of hope
for freedom among the slaves, who passed
around different stories involving the famous
spider through word of mouth, due to not be-
ing able to express their native culture in the
new world. These stories were a way to not
only preserve their culture, but it acted as a
medium for relief during the harsh tfreatment
to which they were subjected fo.

[t wasn't until the end of the nineteenth century
that the stories of Nanzi were written down in
different languages. However, not all stories
are completely alike in every country, asis the
risk of oral story telling. However, one thing will
always be dominantin Compa Nanzi's stories:
his sneaky ways to get what he wants!

How Nanzi fooled the king

One day Nanzi was taking a stroll near the
castle of Shon Arei, the king. He had this sud-
den urge tfo walkin. He didn't think foo much
about it and committed to what he had in
mind. It was a warm afternoon, and the castle
personnel were taking their afternoon nap.
Even the soldier guarding the castle door was
fast asleep, snoring so loud that his beard
bounced up and down on his chin. Nanzi just
slipped past him, looked back for a moment
then walk right on in.

Nanzi stumbled upon the king’s quarters. With
all his excitement he sat in the king's throne,
and put on his crown that was hanging on the
side of the throne. It was very hot that day,
and it wasn't long until Nanzi too fell asleep,
right there on the king's throne. He was so
deep in sleep and snoring so loud, that even
when the king found him in his seat, Nanzi did
not even notice.

Shon Arei was flabbergasted by the sight of
Nanzi on his throne, wearing his crown. How
disrespectfull “Soldiers, get him!” he com-
manded. Nanzi was sound asleep, but when
the soldiers picked him up, he jumped from
fright. By then though, the soldier already had
him in their hold.

“Put him in a sack, stitch it up and throw him
in the ocean!” the king said furiously. Two sol-
diersimmediately entered the chamber, took
the crown off Nanzi's head and pushed him
in a sack.

Nanzi was terrified; it looks like this time he
won't get away with his schemes. To get to
the ocean, the soldier walked a long distance,
and where beginning fo feel very thirsty. Luckily
they passed by a pub, and decided to have a
nice cold beer. They setf the sack with Nanziin
it outside and went to enjoy the refreshments.
Nanzi was still frembling with fear in the sack.

What is that he hears2 A herd of sheep walk-
ing by?

“"Compadre, listen here!” Nanzi screamed as
loud as he could. The sheep herder got close
to the sack. "What is thise”

“Man, there is something very beautiful in here
that you can see. It's very rare and strange,
but indeed, there is something so beautiful in
here that you've never seen or will ever see,”
Nanzi fold the herder.

The herder, very dumb, believed Nanzi's word.
“Let me see!” he said.

“Well if you must insist,” Nanzi said, “I'll let you
take alook, but only for a quick second.” The
herder opened the sack, and Nanzi imme-
diately jumped out. Before the herder could
even take alook into the sack, Nanzi pushed
him in it, and the herder fell head first in.

Nanzi didn’'t waste any time, and closed off
the sack real fight. He then picked up the
herder’s hat and starting walking behind the
fraveling sheep as if nothing happened. After
a little while, the soldiers headed back outside
to continue their journey. As they picked up
the sack, the poor herder started screaming
to let him out, but the soldiers ignored him,
thinking it was Nanzi.

Shon Arei went strolling a while later. He thought
to himself: “This time Nanzi could not get away
with his foolishness. He probably drowned in
that sack ages ago.” That is why, when he saw
Nanzi walk behind the herd of sheep on the
street, he was flabbergasted again. “Nanzi!
Aren’t you suppose to be af the bottom of
the ocean floore”

“I was, Your Majesty,” Nanzi replied. But you
know what; there are so many things to see
down there in the sack! Like this herd of sheep.
Seeing that they had no herder, | started walk-
ing behind them and gained their frust pretty
quickly. At the bottom of the ocean there are
so many wonderful things, like diamonds, and
bags of gold. Chests of silver and other pre-
cious stones,” Nanzi told the king.

“Whatis that you say?2” the king was intrigued.
“I want to see it too!”

The king immediately demanded to his sol-
diers to be put in a sack and be placed in
the ocean. Naturally, Shon Arei died because
of this. He was never found again. Nanzi fol-
lowed the soldier back to the castle, where
sat once again on the late king's thrown and
put his crown on. He took possession of all of
Shon Arei's belongings, and lived the rest of
his life as king.

Story and pictures are from “Kon Nanzi a Nek
Shon Arei (i otro kuentanan antiano di e arana
sabi)” by Nilda Pinto.
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ORANJESTAD—Though western medicine is now
widely used for common illnesses and to keep
our bodies healthy and happy, it is still very
common in every household in Aruba (and
around the world) to have staple home rem-
edies that is passed on through generations.
Here are some tips that our elders have passed
on to us over the years.

Pineapple

Pineapple has more uses than topping it on
your Christmas ham. According to elders, the
skin of a pineapple is great to use to refresh your
body. Clean the skin thoroughly and make tea
or warapa* with it. It is said that this tea can also
be drank after an operation on the ovaries or
uterus. This gets rid of irritation and inflamma-
fion.

Arrowroot

Arrowroot is native to fropical America and can
be sold as a powder or whole. It is said that you
can take arrowroot powder and make a “shal-
up” (porridge) for stomach pain or when you're
feeling weak. You can make it with milk too, but
it is advised to best use just water. You can also
add prunes for a bit of sweetness. Arrowroot
shalup is also good to treat an unhealthy gut or
for diarrhea.

To make arrowroot shalup, boil a bit of water
and add one tablespoon of arrowroot powder
and stir continuously until you reach porridge
consistency. If you make a shalup with milk,
add a pinch of salt. Raw arrowroot powder can
be used to powder babies.

Eggplant/Aubergine
Eggplants, or aubergines, are easy to find in

nts and fruits for medicinal use

=eif]

supermarkets around the world and can be
grown all year round on the island. Related to
potato and tomato, eggplants are good fo
calm nerves. It can also be used to lower blood
pressure, by steeping its leaves in boiled water
and drinking it. You can also make eggplant
juice to help purify your blood. However, do
make sure fo drink slowly; let it mix with your spit
and then swallow.

Eggplant kataplan* can also be used to freat
skin tumors, abscesses and hemorrhoids. Egg-
plant kataplan can also be used externally to
freat arthritis.

*warapa: term referring to a water and sugar
solution, a.k.a simple syrup.

*kataplan: porridge-like mixture used externally
for wounds or parts of the body that are painful
or swollen.[]

Place names in San Nicolas and their origins

(Oranjestad)-If you're ever
taking a tour of Aruba, San
Nicolas would definitely
be on your itinerary. From
relaxing on the white, san-
dy beaches of Baby and
Roger's Beach, to explor-
ing the prehistoric caves
of Quadirikiri and Fontein,
you are taking in a full view
of what San Nicolas has
to offer. But did you know
that you are also pass-
ing through areas whose
names have historical ori-
gins? Here are a few place
names in San Nicolas and
their origin story.

Sero Colorado

= _- i- : _-:.‘ -_.‘“ - .
Arikok National Park. Rec-

San Nicolas itself. Much
like Vader Piet, the origin
of the name San Nicolas
has so far two different ac-
counts. In the literal sense,
“San Nicolas” translates
fo “Saint Nicolas”, leading
many to believe that this
district was named after a
Spanish saint. Though one
account does support this
with the theory that the dis-
trict was named after the
saint by Spanish colonizers,
the other account is much
less divine, but does refer to
an influential figure in the
areq.

Nicolaas van der Biest was
successful  landowner

On your way to Baby or
Roger’s Beach, you'll pass
by the famous Red Anchor
at what was once the en-
france to the Colony resi-
dential community and be
greeted with red soiled hills
by the coast. This is Sero
Colorado. Named after the
30-meter, deep red, lime-
stone hill, "Sero Colorado”
franslates to “Colored Hill”.
Sero Colorado has deep
historical fies with the once-

thriving phosphate industry
in the area. Matter of fact,
there are sfill underground
shafts and passages deep
in Sero Colorado from the
fime of phosphate mining.
In 1958, the refinery at the
time, Lago, adopted this
name for the residential
section of its employees.

Vader Piet
Another well visited areaq,
Vader Piet is located in the

ognizable sites within this
area include the Wind Mills
and the Quadirikiri Cave.
The origin of this name is
part historical and specula-
tion, as there are slight de-
viations from what actually
happened.

In 1829, Pieter Lampe was a
planter and the person re-
sponsible for governing this
remofe area. As the story

goes, Pieterwas wellknown a

and beloved for his kind-
ness and good freatment
of his employees, and was
therefore also called Vader
Piet (Father Pietf). Howev-
er, he was tragically mur-
dered—some speculate at
the hands of a slave. For his
work and good heart, the
area was named after him.

San Nicolas
Of course we can't forget

during the tfime of the phos-
phate boom in late 19th
century Aruba. Back then,
landowners (most, if not all
of them men) were referred
tfo as “Shon" by their subor-
dinates. So, the district was
originally named after Shon
Nicolaas. Over time, the
name evolved info what is
now San Nicolas.[[]

Source: “Aruba: Short History”
by Dr. J. Hartog.
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Collapse of Amazon soy pact to unleash new
deforestation: siudy

Washington, United States
The collapse of a landmark
Amazon soy pact will drive
af least 1.4 million hectares
(3.5 milion acres) of extra
deforestation in Brazil over
the next decade, releasing
carbon emissions equal to
Canada’s annual output,
according to an analysis
published Thursday.

The paper, published in
Science, examined the
rise and fall of the Amazon
Soy Moratorium one of the
world's most successful vol-
untary deforestation com-
mitments under which
soy traders agreed not
to source or finance soy
grown on land deforested
after July 2008.

When the Moratorium be-
gan in 2006, nearly a third
of annual soy expansion
came from deforestation.
After it took effect, defor-
estation linked to new soy
fields fell to nearly zero.

“It generated very posi-
tive effects and results,”
not only environmentally
but also by opening new
markets, co-author Tiago
Reis of World Wildlife Fund-
Brazil, told AFP.

“It gave the assurance that
soy was not causing more
Amazon deforestation.”
But the agreement came
under attack starting three
years ago, driven by lobby-
ing from soy farmers, who
fled a $200 million lawsuit
against the traders.

Brazilian antitrust authori-
ties also investigated the
Moratorium's  signatories
over allegations they were
behaving like a cartel.
Finally, laws passed by
Mato Grosso and oth-
er soy-producing states
stripped tax breaks from
companies that adopted
eco-friendly sourcing com-
mitments beyond what the
law required.

Though those laws are be-
ing challenged in Brazil's
Federal Supreme Court,
they have effectively dealt
the agreement a death
blow, with the moratorium
abandoned in January.
The forecast is grim, ac-
cording fo the authors, who
included researchers from
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, DePaul University

Aerial view of an illegal mining area at Tapajos Environmental Protection Area in the municipality
of ltaituba, in the Amazon rainforest, in southwestern Para State, Brazil, on May 21, 2026.

and the University of lllinois
Urbana-Champaign.

They project 1.4 milion
hectares of additional de-
forestation by 2036 roughly
two million soccer pitches
equivalent to 745 million
mefric tfons of carbon di-
oxide, which is compa-
rable to Canada’s annual
greenhouse gas emissions.
That's also roughly 17 per-
cent of the total area de-
forested across the Brazil-
ian Amazon over the past
decade.

Such outcomes would seri-
ously undermine progress
since leftist President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva re-
furned to power in 2023,

with deforestation in the
Brazilian Amazon falling to
its lowest level in a decade
in the first half of the year,
according to figures re-
leased last week.

Beyond legal deforesto-
fion, the report’s authors
estimate tens of millions
more hectares of “undesig-
nated” public forest -- land
that is neither protected
nor privately or Indigenous
held -- could come under
pressure from land grabs,
given its suitability for soy.

Reis explained that while
cattle farming is often the
initial method of claiming
ownership of such land,

How to_seech us!

soy is actually the strongest
indirect driver of Amazon
deforestation "because
it's the most valuable
commodity that can be
produced.”
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HEALTH
DOCTOR ON
DUTY
Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 527 4000 Tel. 524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Oduber
Tel. 582 1780

San Nicolas: Aloe
Tel. 584 4606

OTHER
Pgntal Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002

Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100
Police Oranjestad 527 3140
Police Noord 527 3200
Police Sta. Cruz 527 2900
Police San_Nicolas . 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulance 911
FireDept. . . . s ..
Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES
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Prof. Taxi 588 0035

TS 587 2300,
TaX| Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS
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Centre for Diabetes
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Quota Club Tel. 525 2672
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Eric Laver #33 of the Los Angeles Dodgers pitches during the first inning against the Colorado
Rockies at Dodger Stadium on July 06, 20246 in Los Angeles, California.

Startups bet on Al and a leaner future

Washington, United States
When Eric Lauer needs to
hire at Giftory, the online
gift-giving platform he runs,
he’s no longer looking for
eager young coders fresh
out of college.

He wants “mid-career
people who are lazy in @
smart way" experienced

developers he calls archi-
tects who know how ftfo
wield Al coding fools fo
multiply their output rather
than write every line from
scratfch.

“To be an architect, you
need that previous world
experience, and you need
fo know all the workflows,”
Lauer told AFP. Candidates
with “no knowledge what-
soever of the workflows”
are “alot less appealing for
an organization like ours.”
It is a calculus playing out
across the tech industry as
a new generation of Al-
powered coding assistants
fransforms how software
gets built.

Companies using tools like
Anthropic’s Claude Code
are letting small feams
build products that once
required far larger work-
forces, but also squeezing
out the entry-level jobs that
young programmers have
relied on to launch their
careers.

These programs which also
include OpenAl's Codex
have completely flipped

the script on programming,
turning coders from line-
by-line typists into “project
managers” who can use Al
to instantly write, test and
fix software with just a sim-
ple text prompf.

The switch to Al coding is
undeniable. Among de-
velopers at small startups
surveyed by the industry
newsleftter The Pragmatic
Engineer, 75 percent re-
ported using Claude Code.
A quarter of startups in Y
Combinator’s Winter 2025
batch were built on code
that was 95 percent Al-
generated, according to
Managing Partner Jared
Friedman.

- ‘Not pulling the trigger’ -
Lauer said Giftory's roughly
30 employees get a premi-
um Al subscription costfing
about $200 a month “pea-
nuts” stacked against an
average salary of $100,000
a year, and cheap enough
to make offshoring *"un-
competitive.”

Haitham Mengad, co-
founder of Stems Labs, said
he took a similar approach.
“We already had a pretty
lean team and very talent-
ed engineers, so the ap-
proach | took was, let’'s do
more with the people that
we have.”

Lindsay Euller, vice presi-
dent of customer success
at the software company
Espresa, said her feam'’s
Al use is saving “millions of

dollars a year.”

“I think we'll get to a point
where if | have to request
headcount, I'll be asked,
‘How are you optimizing
Ale'" before any new hire
is approved, Euller told AFP.

But the efficiency gains re-
shaping startups are cast-
ing a long shadow over
the next generation of pro-
grammers.

A Stanford Digital Economy
Lab study analyzing pay-
roll data from millions of
US workers found that em-
ployment among 22- to
25-year-oldsin occupations
most exposed to Al includ-
ing software development
declined nearly 20 percent
from a late 2022 peak.
Harvard researchers ana-
lyzing resume and job
posting data covering
some 62 milion US workers
across 285,000 firms found

that junior employment
at  companies adopfting
generative Al dropped

roughly nine percent relo-
tive to non-adopters within
six quarters even as senior
employment kept rising.

“I think there’s a lot of hesi-
tation in hiring right now,”
said lan Amit, CEO of the
cybersecurity startup Gom-
boc Al.

“I'm hearing of alot of com-
panies that are interview-
ing multiple candidates
across the board but are
not pulling the frigger on
actual hiring decisions.”

This photograph taken on January 22, 2026, shows signs of
Google Search, Google Gemini, YouTube and Google Cloud
displayed during the World Economic Forum (WEF) annual
meeting in Davos.

EU tells Google to share
search data, open Android
to Al rivals

Brussels, Belgium

The European Union demanded Thursday that Google
share data with other search engines and open up its
Android system fo rival Al services, but the U.S. giant
said the measures would put privacy af risk.

The move is the latest by Brussels against the behemoth
as it seeks fo flex its muscles over Big Tech.

The order was made under the EU's flagship Digital
Markets Act (DMA), which forces the world's biggest
tech firms to open to competition in a bid to give users
more choice.

The DMA is the bete noire of U.S. President Donald
Trump's administration, which accuses Brussels of un-
fairly targeting American companies.

Brussels said Google must start sharing search data
from January 2027 and users would start benefitting
from the changes to Android from July 2027.

“Thanks to these measures we hope to see emerging
alternatives to Google Search and Google's Al servic-
es, such as Gemini, and that users in the EU can enjoy
greater choice of services,” EU tech chief Henna Virk-
kunen said.

For example, the EU said Android phone users should
be able to use their preferred Al chatbot via voice
commands, similar to the “Hey Google” command.

- Privacy question -

The EU said sharing search data would “rebalance
the playing field” but Google pushed back, saying the
measures “infroduce unprecedented risks to user pri-
vacy, device security, and natfional security”.

But Google's head of global affairs Kent Walker said
the EU moves risked “undermining vital privacy and se-
curity guardrails for millions of Europeans”.

He said Al assistants already could access Android and
by sharing search data, “Europeans’ private searches
would be exposed to unfamiliar companies, without
adequate anonymisation of the data and without user
knowledge or consent”.

A senior European official insisted the EU “took integrity,
security and privacy info utmost account”, and Brus-
sels said the decision would ensure anonymisation of
search data.

The demand is legally binding as part of a procedure
launched in January, but it is not a formal probe that
could lead to fines.

The scrutiny of Google does not end there, however.
The EU could hit Google with a fine next week in a sep-
arate investigation under the DMA law, sources close
to the matter told AFP, confirming a report in the Finan-
cial Times newspaper on Wednesday.]
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Swiss rider Schmid cramps up but wins Tour de France stage 13

Belfort, France

Swiss rider Mauro Schmid
said that he had to over-
come cramps before he
beat Colombian Harold
Tejada in a two-man sprint
finish fo win the 13th and
longest stage of the Tour
de France on Friday.

Briton Tom Pidcock, who
finished third two seconds
back, was the big winner of
the day as he climbed up
the standings from 10th to
fourth overall.

The Olympic mountain bike
champion is now just 4min
15sec behind race leader
Tadej Pogacar, and nine
seconds off Remco Eve-
nepoel in the final podium
spot.

Jayco AlUla’s Schmid and
Astana’s Tejada had bro-
ken clear of a 10-man
group at the head of the
race with 16km to ride and
they held off their charg-

ing former breakaway
companions to contest the
sprint finish.

Tejada launched first, but
Schmid dragged him back
and pipped him fo the
line after 205km from Dole
in the Jura to Belfort in the
Vosges.

It was particularly satisfy-
ing for Schmid, who lost an
almost identical finish to
Norwegian Jonas Abraha-
msen in the 11th stage in
Toulouse last year.

“I can't believe it at the
moment. It was an incred-
ibly hard day from the
start,” said Schmid.
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Swiss Mauro Schmid of Team Jayco AlUla and Colombian Harold Tejada of XDS Astana Team
cross the finish line of the stage 13 of the 2026 Tour de France cycling race, a stage of 205km from
Dole to Belfort, on Friday 17 July 2026.

“I felt really good from the
start but it was just full gas
from the first minute.”
Schmid said he had started
fo suffer cramps with 4km
left, and that his atftempt to
make Tejada lead out the
sprint in the final kilometre
failed.

“At some point he forced
me to the first position,”
said the 26-year-old.

“I' launched a bit late. The
first 50 meters | thought
maybe it's the same as last
year.

“Then when | saw the finish
line | found my legs again
and just went for it.”

Behind them, Pidcock

edged out Maxim van Gils
and Brandon McNulty to
claim four bonus seconds
for finishing third.

He was more disappoint-
ed with missing out on the
sfage win than celebrat-
ing his jump up the stand-
ings, which he said he does
not expect to last with two
tough mountain stages to
come this weekend and a
time-trial on Tuesday.

“Third is frustrating, but it
was also a very positive
day, so take everything
from that,” said Pidcock.
“It would be nice to say,
yeah, we can defend
(fourth place), but for sure

in the time ftrial | will lose
some minutes.

“And I'm going to feel my
legs tomorrow, that's for
sure.”

- ‘Calculated’ Schmid -
The peloton finished 7min
32sec affter the stage win-
ner, meaning Pidcock
jumped six places, having
begun the day almost 12
minutes behind Pogacar.
The first two-thirds of the
race was all about the
green jersey contenders
battling for points at the in-
tfermediate sprint.

That meant 57 riders got
away from the peloton,
building up a lead of over

eight minutes at one stage.
Belgian Jasper Philipsen
pipped category leader
Mads Pedersen in the sprint
but still trails the Dane by 41
points.

At that point, it was clear
that Pidcock had a lof
to gain from being in the
breakaway beyond simply
contesting the stage vic-
tory.

The group started to break
up on the 5.1km-long Col
des Croix climb and then
exploded on the 8.9km-
long Ballon d’Alsace.

Pidcock was among 10 rid-
ers to go over the top in the
lead, with 30km still to ride,
although a dozen or so oth-
er riders were within around
half a minute.

Schmid made his move at
the end of the descent,
with Tejada the only man
to react initially. The two
worked together until the fi-
nal kilometre to ensure that
one of them would take
the victory.

“Mauro is a very calculated
rider, he's very smart and
just (I'm) stoked for him be-
cause to come that close
in the Tour de France (last
year), you never know if
you'll even get that form
again,” said Jayco sporting
director Matthew Hayman.
“You never know if you'll
get that form, get in the
breakaway, and then be in
the position fo win a stage
-- and he's shown his real
class today.”1

NFL boss teases Japan among 10 new nations for regular-season games

New York, United States

Goodell said. “That would be fun.”

NFL commissioner Roger Goodell named
Japan as a place he wants to see the
league play a future regular-season con-
test and said he has 10 new host nations
in mind.

In a video released by Sportico on social
media, Goodell was asked about global
markets where he wants the NFL to play a
season matchup that have not yet host-
ed such a contest.

“| got about 10,” Goodell said at the Fa-
natics Fest in New York’s Javits Center.
“We had a game in Tokyo but it was a
pre-season game so we want to do a
regular-season game now."

He was also asked about staging an NFL
regular-season game in Italy.

“A lot of people want to see that,”

The NFL global markets program links only
the Los Angeles Rams to Japan, which
could make them a likely choice to par-
ticipate should an NFL regular-season
game be played in Japan. The Rams are
also the only team listed for China and
South Korea.

The NFL will play its first regular-season
game in Paris this year with the New Or-
leans Saints facing the Pittsburgh Steelers
on October 25.

Melbourne, Rio de Janeiro, London, Ma-
drid, Munich and Mexico City will also
host NFL regular-season games this year.
A long term NFL goal would be to have
each team play a game outside the Unit-
ed States every season.

Emmitt Smith, Alexa Bliss and Roger Goodell, NFL Commissioner
speak onstage during thne Disney Fan Draft at Fanatics Fest
NYC 2026 at Jacob Javits Center on July 16, 2026 in New York
City.
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Herbert takes Open lead, equals Burns’ round of 62

Southport, United Kingdom
Lucas Herbert stormed
info the lead at the British
Open on Friday after the
Australian and  American
Sam Burns equaled the re-
cord for the lowest round in
major golf history on Friday
with eight-under par 62s.
Herbert leads by one shot
from  Bryson DeCham-
beau, who ended his run
of missed cuts at majors this
year in style with a birdie-
birdie finish for a éé.

World number 97 Herbert
doubled over his putter in
anguish as a short attempt
for par on the 18th slipped
by with the chance to be-
come the first man to post
a major round of é1.

Burns followed suit less than
an hour later after six birdies
on the back nine, including
a chip on from the bunker
on 18, to move to five un-
der for the tournament.
Under glorious sunshine in
Southport  on England’s
north-west coast, Herbert
got off to a flying start with
birdies on his opening three
holes and added three
more atf the fifth, seventh
and ninth to hit the turn in
28, a British Open record for
the front nine.

His momentum continued
with birdies at the 12th
and 13th before a perfect
approach set up another
three at the par-four 16th
for a shot af history.

U.S. golfer Sam Burns lines up a putt on the 9th green on day one of the 154th Open Golf
championship at Royal Birkdale Golf Club near Southport in north-west England on July 14, 2026.

Despite awayward tee shot
at the last, he should sfill
have scrambled for a par,
but the moment in front of
huge crowds seemed to
get to the 30-year-old as
two tentative putts resulted
in his first bogey of the day.
“It was not lost on me the
amount of history in major
championships and the op-
portunity | had to obviously
break the record,” said
Herbert, who has spent the
last two years on the break-
away LIV Tour.

“To tie it as well is still some-

thing I'm really proud of.”
Burns took the opposite
route to 62 with a six-un-
der 30 on the back nine to
surge into contention.

The world number 18 sank
a 20-foot birdie at the 17th
and then chipped in from
the greenside at the last for
his share of history.

“I caught myself by sur-
prise,” said Burns. "I think
the finish there the last three
holes was just a bonus.”

Both players equal the
course record set by Bran-
den Grace the last time
the British Open was held

at Birkdale in 2017, one of
five previous rounds of 62
at majors.

- Mcliroy makes the cut -
Two-time U.S. Open cham-
pion DeChambeau had
missed the cut in all three
previous majors this year
and has traditionally strug-
gled at the British Open,
but is making the most of
the benign weather condi-
tions.

The American outshone
playing partner Scottie
Scheffler to ensure he starts
in the final group with Her-
bert on Saturday.

Tackling Messi ‘huge challenge’ for Spain: Merino

East Hanover, United States
Spanish  super-sub  Mikel
Merino said Friday that
neutralising the threat of
Lionel Messi will be a “huge
challenge™ as La Roja pre-
pare for their World Cup
final showdown against Ar-
gentina.

Argentina skipper Messi,
39, has been pivotal in
dragging the defending
champions info Sunday'’s
final in East Rutherford, or-
chestrating a 2-1 semi-final
victory over England with
two assists.

Messi, the tournament’s
joint top-scorer with eight
goals, also inspired a dra-
matic comeback against
Egypt in the last 16, when
Argentfina fought back
from 2-0 down with 11 min-

utes remaining to win 3-2.

“It's a huge challenge, an
incredible motivation for
me and the whole team,”
Merino said of facing Messi.

“Being able to play against
a side like Argentina, which
has already won this fro-
phy, makes the match
even more significant, and

Spain’s midfielder #06 Mikel Merino celebrates after his team
won the 2026 World Cup football tournament semi-final match
between France and Spain at the Dallas Stadium in Arlington on

July 14, 2026.

I'm very happy to be ex-
periencing this moment,”
Merino told reporters at
Spain’s training base in
East Hanover, New Jersey.
Arsenal ace Merino has
played a decisive role in
Spain’s road to the final,
coming off the substitutes
bench fo score late win-
ners in a last-16 defeat of
Portugal and a quarter-
final victory over Belgium.

“I have incredible confi-
dence in myself and my
abilities, and every time |
step onto the pitch, | be-
lieve | can make an im-
pact for the team,” Merino
stated.

“But honestly, it doesn't
matter who the hero is;
the important thing is that

World number four Cam-
eron Young is well in the
running for his first major
at six under par, alongside
overnight leader Jackson
Suber.

Defending champion
Scheffler is four shots back
but could easily have
been at least in a share
of the lead but for a series
of missed short putts with
birdie opportunities for the
world number one.

Rory Mcllroy recovered
from a difficult opening
round of 72, that included
six bogeys, to at least put
himself in position to mount
a surge up the leaderboard
over the weekend.

The six-time major cham-
pion posted a 67 to move
to one under for the tour-
nament.

“I think the main objective
today was to be here for
the weekend, which | am,”
said Mcllroy. "I think if | can
get off fo a decent start to-
morrow, be four of five un-
der for the tournament, I'll
be right in it.”

Tommy Fleetwood's late
charge was met with deaf-
ening roars around his
home town with three bird-
ies in the final four holes to
get to four under par.
World number three Matt
Fitzpatrick and Justin Rose
were among the big names
to miss the cut.]

the feam wins in the end.
“When you win a title, it
belongs to everyone, not
just the starting eleven,” he
added.

Merino  meanwhile en-
thused about the “impres-
sive” talent of 19-year-old
Lamine Yamal, who will
face Messi for the first time
in a clash representing the
past and the future of FC
Barcelona.

Merino, 30, predicted that
the final would be "“an in-
tense match” and that
the referee would need to
“control the intensity and
frequency of challenges
and fouls.”

“The faster the ball moves
between us, the less fime
the opposition has to com-
mit a foul,” he noted..



