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Washington,  United States 
Washington was briefly the 
most polluted major city 
in the world, according to 
IQAir data, after a mas-
sive Independence Day 
fireworks show touted by 
the Trump administration as 
“awesome.”
Pyrotecnico, the company 
hired by the White House’s 
Freedom 250 organization, 
had set a goal of breaking a 
world record by launching 
850,000 fireworks, though 
experts had warned that 
setting off so many in just 40 
minutes could pose serious 
health risks.
July 4 fell during a record-
breaking heat wave that 
upended the parades, 
block parties and barbe-
cues that traditionally mark 
the day the United States 
celebrates its break from 
Britain.
The display of colorful ex-
plosives, intended as the 
day’s climax, was delayed 
by over an hour due to a 
thunderstorm, finally kicking 
off just before midnight.
Washington’s pollution 
monitors began registering 
spikes around 8pm on Sat-
urday, signaling local fire-
works displays. But levels of 
fine particulate matter rose 
dramatically during the 
main show, leaving people 
watching downwind with 

an obscured view as smoke 
came billowing their way.

Fine particle pollution de-
fined as smoke and par-
ticles 2.5 micrometers in di-
ameter that can penetrate 
deep into the lungs, caus-
ing acute injury but also 
long-term disease peaked 
at over 200 micrograms per 
cubic meter at one moni-
toring site, city-collected 
data reviewed by AFP 
showed.
The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s (EPA) 24-

hour standard caps expo-
sure at 35 micrograms per 
cubic meter.
“Code Purple” alerts, de-
noting air quality consid-
ered very unhealthy for 
everyone, not just at-risk 
groups, blanketed much of 
the city as well as the wider 
region, including neighbor-
ing Virginia and Maryland.
And according to data 
compiled by Swiss com-
pany IQAir, which relies on 
a variety of public and pri-
vate sources, Washington 
was the world’s most pol-

luted major city between 
around 3am to 5am on 
Sunday July 5.
It is currently in 41st position, 
with Jakarta, Kinshasa and 
Addis Ababa occupying 
the first three spots.

- ‘Fireworks are awesome’ -
Asked for comment, EPA 
press secretary Brigit Hirsch 
told AFP: “Fireworks are 
awesome and we hope 
everyone enjoyed the 
incredible shows in and 
around our nation’s capital 
to celebrate 250 years of 

America.”
The EPA under Trump’s 
second term has touted its 
deregulatory actions and 
advocated on behalf of 
polluting industries.
Heavy rain helped clear 
the smoke, and conditions 
had returned to normal by 
around noon on Sunday, 
amounting to what scien-
tists called a lucky break.
“We dodged a bullet. It 
was very bad, but it could 
have been substantially 
worse,” Russell Dickerson, 
an atmospheric scientist at 
the University of Maryland, 
told AFP.
Ahead of the event, Pyro-
tecnico told AFP they were 
aiming to break the current 
world record for the larg-
est firework display, which 
was set on New Year’s Day 
2016 in the Philippines with 
around 811,000 fireworks.
But it wasn’t clear if they 
had achieved it.
A Guinness World Records 
spokesperson confirmed to 
AFP it had received an ap-
plication from the Washing-
ton event.
“At this stage, we are not 
able to confirm whether the 
record has been achieved. 
We will only be able to do 
so once the evidence has 
been submitted and fully 
reviewed by our Records 
team.”q

Washington,  United States 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump on Monday con-
firmed that work was un-
derway to build a “beau-
tiful” new helipad at the 
White House, in his latest 
personally directed rede-
sign to the iconic building.
The helipad is situated on 
the South Lawn, where 
presidents and their fam-
ily for decades have been 
photographed strolling 
across the grass to board 
or exit awaiting “Marine 
One” helicopters.
The contractor has been 
asked to speed up work 
to be finished ahead of an 
upcoming state visit, ap-
parently that of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in Sep-
tember, the Washington 
Post reported.
“So now we’re building a 
helipad, beautiful helipad, 

and it’s got the seal of the 
White House on it in gran-
ite, carved granite, it’s... 
really a beautiful thing,” 
Trump told reporters.
The landing site aims to 
solve problems associated 
with the new fleet of presi-
dential helicopters built by 

Sikorsky, Trump said.

While it has been widely 
reported that the heli-
copters’ exhaust scorches 
grass, Trump added Mon-
day that the airflow is so 
powerful, the lawn actually 
“gets ripped out.”

“So they landed the he-
licopter, and half of the 
grass was sitting in front of 
the Oval Office front door. 
The rest of it was scattered 
all over,” he said.
Sikorsky has agreed to pay 
for the project, Trump said, 
because the company felt 
“a little guilty” about the 
lawn issue. “It’s about $5 
or $6 millionthey’re pay-
ing the full cost, and when 
I heard they were paying 
the cost, I went out and 
said, ‘let’s do a beauty, 
let’s not just do a piece 
of concrete and paint it 
white,’” he said.
The Post however reported 
a project cost of at least 
double  $13 million  which 
also includes renovations 
of the South Portico and 
adjacent driveway.

- Corinthian columns -

Simultaneously, work is 
continuing on a much 
larger White House project  
Trump’s addition of a mas-
sive ballroom.
The project has seen Trump 
tear down the historic East 
Wing, and has prompted 
a legal dispute over major 
alterations going ahead 
without congressional ap-
proval. Speaking later to a 
group in the historic White 
House Rose Garden  which 
Trump has remade into a 
patio similar to his Mar-a-
Lago estate in Florida  he 
lamented the lawsuits.
“In this world we’re living, 
especially if your name is 
Trump, you get sued,” he 
said.
He claimed that the legal 
suit had led to a top secret 
“tremendous military cen-
ter” being built under the 
ballroom to be revealed.q

A fireworks display is seen during the “Salute to America” Independence Day celebration on the 
National Mall in Washington, DC, in the early morning hours of July 5, 2026.

Trump’s fireworks made Washington world’s most polluted city

Construction of a new helipad on the South Lawn of the White 
House continues on July 01, 2026 in Washington, DC.

Trump touts latest White House renovation: a new helipad
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Washington,  United States 
The United States famously 
is less passionate about 
soccer than most countries, 
but with President Don-
ald Trump in charge, the 
world’s game has turned 
into another diplomatic 
battleground.
Trump, who has relished 
the US role as co-host of 
the World Cup, acknowl-
edged he reached out to 
FIFA which rescinded a red 
card handed to US star Fo-
larin Balogun.

Trump also cast aspersions 
on the reputation of the 
Brazilian referee who issued 
the red card, even while 
insisting that “I don’t like to 
create controversy.”
Much like when Trump im-
posed trade tariffs, belit-
tled leaders or questioned 
NATO, his intervention on 
the red card caused Euro-
peans to close ranks.
The foreign minister of Bel-
gium, which now faces a 
full U.S. squad in their knock-
out match Monday, called 
the FIFA U-turn “incompre-
hensible.” FIFA promptly 
rejected Belgium’s appeal.

EU sports chief Glenn Mi-
callef said such decisions 
“belong to sporting bodies, 

not politicians.”
Balogun was handed the 
red card during a U.S. 
victory against Bosnia, a 
staunchly pro-American 
country, where an X ac-
count backing the play-
ers described FIFA and the 
United States as a “mafia.”
Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio, who said that 
the United States got 
“screwed” by the red card, 
joked that the episode may 

come up at a NATO summit 
this week.
“Maybe they’re trying to 
get an international inci-
dent,” Rubio said.
Rubio, a sports lover more 
known for commentary 
on American football, said 
Belgium should be happy 
to play against a full U.S. 
squad rather than have a 
tarnished match.
“I just hope that the match 
will go on, everyone will be 

at full strength and the win-
ner will be the winner,” Ru-
bio said.

- Trump playbook -
Trump, with his motto of 
“America First,” has un-
abashedly brandished raw 
US power to get his way, 
even at the risk of annoying 
allies.
He has threatened to seize 
Greenland and the Pana-
ma Canal and tried to neu-

ter the International Crimi-
nal Court with sanctions on 
judges whose rulings the 
United States opposes.

Trump said he raised the 
red card with FIFA chief Gi-
anni Infantino, who has al-
lied himself closely with the 
Republican billionaire, rent-
ing space in Trump Tower 
in New York and even pre-
senting the president with 
an inaugural “FIFA Peace 
Prize.”
“Trump has no integrity and 
of course he would try and 
use his position to influence 
the outcome,” posted 
Cyrus Janssen, an online 
commentator on world af-
fairs.
“It’s what he has done in 
every other situation in life, 
including when he tried to 
steal the 2020 election,” he 
said.
Infantino said he told Trump 
that the review was inde-
pendent.
But the optics apparently 
were too much even for 
Infantino’s predecessor 
Sepp Blatter, who resigned 
in 2015 after a U.S.-backed 
corruption probe.
“Football must never be-
come a playground for 
political power,” Blatter 
posted. q

Washington,  United States 
Scandal-hit US Senate 
candidate Graham Plat-
nerwhose insurgent rise 
has drawn comparisons 
to President Donald Trump  
denied a sexual assault 
allegation Monday that 
threatens to derail one of 
Democrats’ best chances 
of flipping a Republican-
held seat.

Politico reported that Jen-
ny Racicot, a 41-year-old 
Maine resident who previ-
ously dated Platner, ac-
cused him of forcing her to 
have sex in late 2021 de-
spite repeated objections.
Platner, a Marine veteran, 
oysterman and political 
newcomer who won the 
state’s Democratic prima-
ry last month, rejected the 
allegation.
In a video message posted 
to X after the report was 
published, Platner called 

the allegations “troubling, 
serious and false.”
“Regardless of the inac-
curacy of the reporting, 
but mindful of the political 
reality it will inflict, we are 
taking the time to reflect 
on the best path forward 
for the state that I love, 
the people that I love, the 
movement I belong to, 
and the goal of defeating 
Susan Collins,” he went on, 
referring to the Republican 
incumbent.

“Those were the goals 
when we launched this 
campaign, and they re-
main my goals today.”

The allegation lands at a 
perilous moment for Dem-
ocrats, who view Maine as 
a central battleground in 
their effort to regain con-
trol of the Senate in No-
vember’s midterm elec-
tions.

Collins, a six-term Republi-
can and one of her party’s 
few remaining moderates 
in Congress, is among the 
Democrats’ top targets.
Platner’s victory in the 
Democratic primary was 
hailed by supporters as 
proof that a blunt anti-
establishment message 
could break through with 
voters frustrated by cau-
tious, establishment poli-
tics.
But his campaign has also 
alarmed some Democrats 
who fear his personal bag-
gage could make it harder 
to defeat Collins in a state 
where independents and 
moderate voters often de-
cide elections.
Politico said Racicot al-
leged that Platner entered 
her rural Maine home un-
invited while deeply intoxi-
cated and forced himself 
on her.
The latest report follows 

earlier controversies over 
old online comments, sex-
ually explicit messages, a 
tattoo resembling a Nazi 
symbol that Platner later 
covered up, and allega-
tions that he had mistreat-
ed women.
Platner has acknowledged 
past struggles with undiag-

nosed PTSD and alcohol 
abuse, but has denied 
physically harming former 
partners.
His supporters argue that 
his flaws are part of a re-
demption story and that 
voters are drawn to his 
authenticity.q

A rodeo participant lights an America First firework featuring the likeness of President Donald 
Trump on the box following the Independence Day rodeo on July 04, 2026 in Sutherland, 
Nebraska. 

For Trump’s World Cup, ‘America First’ collides with world’s game

Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Graham Platner and his 
wife Amy Gertner wave to supporters as they arrive to Platner’s 
Primary Election event on June 9, 2026 in Blue Hill, Maine. 

Democrat in key U.S. Senate race denies sex assault claim
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Washington,  United States 
At this World Cup, the host 
U.S. team’s stirring unoffi-
cial anthem is...a 1971 folk 
song?
John Denver’s “Take Me 
Home, Country Roads” 
has been an unexpected 
hit among fans, with U.S. 
matches culminating in 
70,000-strong sing-alongs.
Evoking a kinder, gentler 
America of a bygone era, 
the ringing renditions have 
stirred emotions in a coun-
try riven by sharp political 
division under President 
Donald Trump.
“You can all kind of unite 
under how it’s, you know, 
America the beautiful and 
everyone can kind of sing 
it in harmony no matter 
who you are,” said U.S. fan 
Drew Bastinelli, who came 
from Oregon to attend cel-
ebrations in Washington for 
America’s 250th birthday.

Packed stadiums singing 
as one about home being 
“the place I belong” feels 
like a breath of fresh air at 
a time when Americans are 
deeply anxious over con-
cerns like inflation, health 

care and an unpopular 
war with Iran.
Trump-backed “Freedom 
250” festivities in Washing-
ton have drawn partisan 
crowds, with thin turnout 
for a much-touted Great 
American State Fair on the 
National Mall. World Cup 
stadiums, in contrast, have 
been filled day after day 

with jubilant fans.
The “Country Roads” ap-
peal lies in the way it con-
veys “a kinder, simpler era 
with less conflict and divi-
sion,” said Doug Hartmann, 
a sociology professor at the 
University of Minnesota.
“It is not just nostalgia that is 
at work in this song but also 
its ambiguity, its vague-

ness  the fact that ‘coun-
try roads’ and ‘home’ are 
not clearly defined...means 
that everyone can hear 
and place and feel them-
selves therein.”

- ‘Impossible not to sing’ -
The song’s starring role at 
this World Cup wasn’t com-
pletely random. US Soccer 

had submitted to FIFA a 
postgame playlist that also 
included Bon Jovi’s “Livin’ 
on a Prayer” and Neil Dia-
mond’s “Sweet Caroline.”
“We were looking for songs 
that were both representa-
tive of American artists and 
would be great sing-alongs 
for the crowd,” US team 
spokesman Michael Kam-
marman said.
With England claiming 
“Sweet Caroline” first, 
World Cup 2026 executive 
Amy Hopfinger chose the 
well-known John Denver 
song to close out the June 
19 US 2-0 win over Australia.
As the first notes played, 
the sellout crowd of 66,925 
started singing, quickly 
drowning out the loud-
speakers.
A similarly passionate ser-
enade followed the victory 
over Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina on July 1 that sent the 
Americans into the round 
of 16, a game watched 
by a record 33.5 million US 
viewers.
Coach Mauricio Pochet-
tino was seen pumping his 
fist and singing along with 
gusto.q

Paris, France
Disney’s reliance on its 
back catalogue of char-
acters and franchises will 
be underlined again next 
week with the release of 
a live-action version of 
“Moana”, a remake of the 
Polynesian-themed ani-
mation hit that is only a de-
cade old.
The original “Moana” from 
2016 follows a young Poly-
nesian girl who sets off on 
an adventure across the 
ocean, accompanied by 
the demigod Maui, to save 
her people and their atoll.
A sequel came out in 2024 
and a third animated in-
stalment is in the works, 
while the new live-action 
version starring Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson will 
hit screens worldwide from 
Wednesday.
It is a shot-for-shot rehash of 
the original, with the same 
songs and similar dialogue, 
directed by Thomas Kail of 
“Hamilton” fame.
“The way that the movie 

breathes is so different 
than animation the way 
that you fill a frame is quite 
different and I think there’s 
an opportunity to access 
emotion in a distinct way,” 
he told AFP.
With a budget estimated 
at 200-250 million dollars, 
the film is banking on spec-
tacular special effects to 
draw in crowds at a time 
when animated sequels 

“Toy Story 5” and “Minions 
& Monsters” are riding high 
at the box office.

- Nostalgia -
Remakes and franchises 
have become a corner-
stone of modern Holly-
wood production, despite 
criticism that they are a 
sign of declining creativity 
and risk-taking by the in-
dustry’s big beasts.

Concepts and characters 
that are already familiar to 
viewers are seen as bank-
able profit-makers by un-
der-pressure studios, while 
offering attractive mer-
chandising, games and 
other spin-off possibilities.
Disney’s appetite for live-
action re-makes of its ani-
mated hits was whetted by 
the huge success of 2010’s 
“Alice in Wonderland” by 
Tim Burton, which grossed 
more than a billion dollars 
worldwide.
“Aladdin,” “Beauty and 
the Beast,” and “Lilo & 
Stitch” have each broken 
the billion-dollar level at 
the box office since.
“Overall, they’ve done 
very well, especially the 
films based on the Disney 
Renaissance of the 1980s 
and 1990s,” said Stephane 
Durand, a pop culture and 
Disney specialist in France.

“The biggest hits are films 
that recreate the original 
almost shot for shot,” he 

explained. “For people in-
terested in storytelling, it’s 
pretty poor. But as long as 
the films make a billion dol-
lars, it will go on.”
Not all have been a hit, 
however.
“The Little Mermaid” (2023) 
earned a lacklustre recep-
tion, while “Snow White” 
(2025) proved a disap-
pointment.
“Studios need to ensure 
that the charm of the origi-
nal is retained and need 
to be extremely judicious 
with their creative license,” 
Caroline Reid, a journalist 
at Forbes magazine spe-
cialised in the film and en-
tertainment industries, said.
But even those that don’t 
draw crowds to cinemas 
can still turn out to be com-
mercial hits thanks to the 
rise of streaming.
“Many of the live-action 
remakes that don’t suc-
ceed at the box office are 
hits on streaming. ‘The Little 
Mermaid’ is a good exam-
ple of this,” Reid said.q

A general view of the atmosphere at the ceremony posthumosly honoring John Denver with the 
2,531st star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame on October 24, 2014 in Hollywood, California. 

‘Country Roads’ stars as unofficial U.S. anthem at World Cup

View of atmosphere at the Los Angeles Premiere of Walt Disney 
Animation Studios’ “Moana 2” at the El Capitan Theater in 
Hollywood, California on November 25, 2024. 

Disney taps back catalogue again for live-action ‘Moana’
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Paris, France
American streaming plat-
forms Netflix, Disney+ and 
Amazon’s Prime Video said 
Monday they had filed le-
gal appeals challenging 
new rules requiring them to 
allocate 20 percent of their 
investments in France to 
animation, documentaries 
and live performances.

The rules are part of wide-
ranging state-backed 
protection of the French 
cultural sector that require 
broadcasters to invest in a 
range of artforms that have 
lower commercial poten-
tial than classic TV drama 
or film.
The US streamers are seek-
ing an amendment to a 
government decree which, 
since 2021, has required 
foreign video platforms to 
finance French audiovisual 
production and cinema 

with a slice of their revenue.
Starting in January of this 
year, an updated version 
of the decree requires that 
20 percent of their annual 
investments in France be 
allocated to animated pro-
gramming, documentaries 
and live performances.

“These new rules suddenly 
double our obligation to in-
vest in these genres, target 
streaming services exclu-
sively and end up dictating 
our content offerings with-
out taking audience ex-

pectations into account,” 
Pauline Dauvin, vice presi-
dent of Netflix France, said 
in an opinion column pub-
lished in Le Monde news-
paper.

The platforms separately 
filed appeals for “abuse of 
power” before the Council 
of State, France’s supreme 
administrative court, after 
seeing an informal appeal 
to the prime minister’s of-
fice turned down, they told 
AFP, confirming a report by 
Satellifacts website.

“These new rules go too far 
... When regulation takes 
precedence over editorial 
freedom, then diversity be-
comes an exercise in con-
formity, to the detriment 
of public expectations,” 
said Dauvin, who noted 
that Netflix annually spends 
“250 million euros on series, 
films and French documen-
taries.”
“Our appeal to the Coun-
cil of State does not call 
into question our commit-
ment to French creative 
production -- on the con-

trary,” said a spokesperson 
for Amazon, the owner of 
Prime Video, in a state-
ment to AFP.
“It aims to ensure a bal-
anced, fair and legally 
sound regulatory frame-
work, in the interest of the 
public, (content) creators 
and the industry,” the U.S. 
firm continued.

The appeals come with 
Netflix recently having an-
nounced it wants to work 
toward capping manda-
tory investments in French 
content, currently set at the 
equivalent of 20 percent of 
revenue in the country.
“This is not a sustainable 
system for us. It is dispropor-
tionate to what we want 
and can do in France,” the 
platform recently told AFP.
This latest appeal comes on 
top of other legal actions 
by the American giants.q

Vlkolínec, Slovakia
“Private property. No en-
try”, “No photography” 
read the signs on a gate 
set up in front of a tradition-
al log house in Vlkolinec, 
a UNESCO-listed Slovak vil-
lage visited by tens of thou-
sands of tourists a year.
“Are we in a zoo or some-
thing?” 68-year-old pen-
sioner Anton Sabucha pro-
tested to AFP, nodding to 
the signs outside his house.
Tourists are “going wher-
ever they want, taking pic-
tures and peering around” 
every day, he complained.
He said he and other villag-
ers felt like extras on a film 
set and he wanted Vlko-
linec’s UNESCO World Heri-
tage status removed.
Sabucha, the oldest resi-
dent, is one of just 17 peo-
ple who live year-round in 
the village, struggling to 
preserve its authenticity 
and its inhabitants’ privacy 
in the face of the tourism 
boom.
Vlkolinec, which comprises 
some 45 wooden houses, 
attracts around 100,000 
tourists a year according to 
official estimates.
They wander among the 
houses  painted mostly in 
shades of white, yellow or 
brown  and go biking or hik-
ing in the surrounding hills of 

central Slovakia.

- Doctor Zhivago -
UNESCO recognised Vlko-
linec in 1993. Two other sites 
with traditional log houses 
also have heritage status in 
neighbouring Hungary and 
Czech Republic.
Besides stopping at the 
church, belltower and the 
granary, tourists can visit 
the UNESCO centre , which 
hosts small exhibitions on 
nature and history and 

showcases films shot in the 
village, including the 1965 
classic “Doctor Zhivago”. 
For the tourists’ benefit, 
Vlkolinec puts on traditional 
craft demonstrations, from 
sewing folk costumes and 
gingerbread decorating to 
mowing and haymaking.
It also stages harvest festi-
vals and reenactments of 
traditional weddings.
But Sabucha said several 
of these customs were nev-
er genuinely even part of 

Vlkolinec’s past and others 
were no longer practiced.
“They’re showing them 
something that’s no longer 
here,” he grumbled.
While most residents are not 
lobbying for the UNESCO 
label to go, however, they 
do want their grievances 
addressed, according to 
Jan Ondrik, chairman of 
the Vlkolinec civic associa-
tion.
“Locals feel the municipal-
ity is doing more for the 

tourists than for residents,” 
he told AFP.
Vloklinec doesn’t have ad-
equate access roads, park-
ing areas or public toilets 
needed to cater for the 
crowds that descend on it.
So some visitors may actu-
ally “relieve themselves in 
someone’s garden”, said 
Ondrik, who occasionally 
finds a tourist wandering 
into his own house.

- Living village -
Miroslav Parobek, 62, head 
of the cultural and tourism 
department of Ruzomberok 
city, which administers the 
site, rebuffed complaints 
that the village has lost the 
qualities for which it gained 
UNESCO status.
“This is not an open-air mu-
seum. It is a living village,” 
he insisted.
He said there were no plans 
to seek a UNESCO delisting 
and Ruzomberok was trying 
to address residents’ com-
plaints.
Villagers get an annual 
400-euro ($450) “anima-
tion contribution” to com-
pensate for the disruption 
engendered by tourism, he 
added.
Vlkolinec’s population has 
shrunk by more than 300 
people over the past 150 
years. q

Tourists take photos of traditional log houses at the UNESCO-listed Slovak village of Vlkolinec, near 
the Central Slovakian town of Ruzomberok on June 6,2026.

‘Not a museum’: Slovak UNESCO village strains under tourism

This combination of file pictures created on July 6, 2026 shows the Netflix logo in Los Angeles, 
California on October 7, 2025, the Disney+ logo in San Diego, California on July 24, 2024, and the 
Prime Video logo in Los Angeles, California on June 22, 2022.

U.S. streamers launch new legal fight against French content rules
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Nairobi, Kenya
A formerly homeless man 
in Nairobi has become a 
viral sensation after years 
of rescuing and living with 
injured birds, but authori-
ties are worried about dis-
ease risks.
Rodgers Oloo Magutha 

found purpose and an es-
cape from the depression 
of living on the streets by 
caring for his avian friends.
By 2024, he was living in 
central Nairobi when mas-
sive protests erupted all 
around him, and images of 
Magutha walking calmly 

through the unrest with a 
kite on his head made him 
an internet sensation.
He now has a one-room 
home on the outskirts of 
the city, as well as tens of 
thousands of followers on 
TikTok and Instagram who 
watch him living along-
side kites, crows, storks and 
many other birds.
They wander freely around 
his home, and flock around 
him as he walks through 
the streets where he earns 
a modest living from col-
lecting scrap and recy-
cling.
“I love rescuing birds,” he 
told AFP, describing himself 
as an “urban bird enthusi-
ast”.
They love him in return. He 
has rescued more than 
20, including a marabou 
stork, cattle egret, African 
sacred ibis, and a barn 
owl, who have all become 
companions over the 

years.
Lately, however, his pas-
sion has drawn criticism.

Nairobi city officials called 
on him to release his cur-
rent companions after a 
video of him eating with 
them from the same plate 
raised fears of a health 
hazard.
Magutha dismissed the 
concerns.
“I’ve been living on the 
streets where we’ve been 
eating together, we’ve 
been sleeping together in 
the cold, but nothing ever 
happened to me,” he told 
AFP.
He also insisted that the 
birds are free to leave 
whenever they are ready.
“The mission started for me 
to rescue them, to give 
them a safe space where 
they can stay without any 
disturbance, where they 
can feel free,” he said.q

Gimpo, South Korea
The contrast cannot be 
starker: selfie-taking tourists 
sipping coffee at Starbucks  
an icon of globalization 
and capitalism  while look-
ing out over reclusive, com-
munist North Korea.
Welcome to Aegibong 
Starbucks in Gimpo  less 
than an hour’s drive from 
South Korea’s capital Seoul 
but a world away from its 
closed-off northern neigh-
bor less than two kilometers 
(1.2 miles) across the Han 
river.
Perched on a hilltop be-
neath the Aegibong Peace 
Ecopark observatory where 
telescopes peek into the 
secluded state, the shop 
has drawn tens of thou-
sands from South Korea 
and abroad since opening 
in November 2024.
Kim Jong-hyun, who lives in 
San Diego and was visiting 
South Korea with his family, 
said it was the irony of the 
contrast that drew him to 
the hilltop.
“When I heard there was a 
Starbucks here, I naturally 
thought I had to come and 
see it for myself. It’s quite 
unusual,” he told AFP.
Customers need to book 
ahead to enter the park 

that houses the coffee 
house.

They then travel from a 
parking lot in a shuttle op-
erated by park authorities 
and cross a military check-
point guarded by armed 
South Korean marines.
The journey is part of the 
experience  walking the 
last stretch inside South 

Korea while looking out on 
agricultural and mountain 
landscapes in a country 
whose outside image the 
government under Kim 
Jong Un seeks to manage 
entirely.
Very few foreign journalists 
or tourists  mainly from allies 
Russia and China can enter 
North Korea, and then un-
der tightly controlled con-

ditions. South and North Ko-
rea are technically at war 
because their 1950-53 con-
flict ended in an armistice 
rather than a peace treaty.
The nations are separated 
by an ironically-named De-
militarized Zone.
The South, an important US 
security ally, rose from the 
ruins of war to become an 
advanced economy home 

to Samsung Electronics and 
other tech giants.
But the North -- ruled with 
an iron fist by a third-gen-
eration leader -- is crippled 
by sanctions over its pursuit 
of nuclear weapons.

- ‘On a different scale’ -
James Seymour, an Irish 
tourist, told AFP the scene 
from the lookout point was 
one of “polar opposites.”
“We’re from Belfast and 
we’re kind of used to war... 
the Troubles and all that if 
you know what I mean,” he 
said, referring to the sectar-
ian conflict that gripped 
Northern Ireland in the late 
20th century.
But standing near the bor-
der, sipping coffee from a 
global chain while looking 
at the North’s nondescript 
low-rise buildings, was “on 
a different scale complete-
ly”, he said.
“You couldn’t get any more 
American than Starbucks 
and you couldn’t get any 
further than America than, 
you know... North Korea.”
The number of visitors to Ae-
gibong Peace Ecopark has 
more than doubled since 
the Starbucks opened, ac-
cording to figures provided 
by park management.

A visitor walks past a Starbucks store offering a view of North Korea at a South Korean 
observation deck at Aegibong Peace Ecopark in Gimpo on July 1, 2026.

Coffee with a view: tourists flock to Starbucks overlooking North 
Korea

Rodgers Oloo Magutha, 28, popularly known as Nairobi 
Birdman, caresses some of the wild birds under his care before 
feeding them at his one-room apartment in Kayole, a low-
income neighborhood on the outskirts of Nairobi, on July 4, 
2026.

Kenya ‘Birdman’ is internet hit but worries health officials The number of foreign visi-
tors last year rose 275 per-
cent to 56,829 from a year 
earlier, with Chinese tour-
ists accounting for the larg-
est share, nearly a third.
Lee Chun-woo of the Gim-
po Cultural Foundation, 
which oversees the park, 
told AFP the increase was 
“totally attributable to the 
Starbucks store”.

- ‘Death to Communism’ -
Starbucks Korea said it 
chose the setting for the 
“scenic confluence of the 
Han and Imjin rivers” that of-
fer visitors a “unique place 
to relax amid nature”. In 
a statement to AFP, it did 
not mention the proximity 
of the 136-square-metre 
(1,464 square foot) store 
to North Korea. But Chung 
Yong-jin, chairman of the 
Shinsegae Group that op-
erates Starbucks Korea un-
der a licensing agreement, 
has been more vocal 
about the South’s secre-
tive neighbor.q
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Basic driving rules on Aruba: Roundabouts
(Oranjestad)—Have you 
ever felt confused when 
you’re driving on the high-
ways or backstreets of 
Aruba? Then we present a 
simple guide to some of the 
basic rules of Aruban traf-
fic, along with some tips for 
things to look out for.

Speed limit
Legally, the speed limit on 
the four-lane highways is 
80 km/h. This speed limit 
also counts for the main 
roads that are connected 
to the highways. The mini-
mum speed is 50 km/h. 
Most people drive around 
60 km/h on the main roads 
and about 70 km/h on the 
highways. There are also ar-
eas that indicate a speed 
limit on a sign; these are 
usually around populated 
and school areas.

The four-lane highways 
contain the left-lane, also 
known as the “fast” lane 
for each direction. Here is 
where vehicles can drive 
up to the maximum speed. 
However, legally it is not 
permitted to drive for long 
periods of time on the left 
lane. This lane is primar-
ily designed for drivers 
to switch lanes before a 
roundabout, for example, 
if your exit on the round-
about is on your far left. 
The general lane to drive 
in—both at maximum and 
minimum speed—is on the 
right lane.

Roundabouts
Speaking of roundabouts, it 
is important to know where 
you have to enter and 
drive on the roundabout to 
make your exit. A good rule 
of thumb is to count the ex-
its starting from your right 
side. So, exit 1 would be 
on your right; exit 2 would 
be straight ahead; exit 3 
would be on your far left 
and exit 4 would lead to 
the road paralleled to the 
one you’re on, heading in 
the other direction.

Most roundabouts have 
these 4 exits, so they are rel-
atively simple. When you’re 
driving on the four-lane 
highway, it is important to 
know when to switch to 
the left lane to make your 
exit: if your exit is on your far 
left (exit 3), then you need 

to switch to the left lane 
on the high way before 
nearing the roundabout 
so you can take the path 
that leads you directly to 
your exit. If your exit is on 
your right or if you’re going 
straight ahead, you can 
keep driving in the right 
lane of the highway.

It’s also important to know 
that vehicles about to en-
ter the roundabout must 
yield to those already on it. 
A good rule of thumb is to 
look out if someone is com-
ing from your left side.

However, other round-
abouts can be quite tricky 
to navigate…

Watty Vos Boulevard (the 
“paperclip” roundabout)
Probably the biggest round-
about on the island, the 
“paperclip” roundabout 
on the Watty Vos Boule-
vard is one of the trickier 
roundabouts that could—
and has—caused con-
fused among both tourists 
and locals. However, once 
you take a good look at it, 
it’s fairly simple. The basis 
is just the same as a regu-
lar roundabout (left exit? 
left lane! etc.), but instead 
of having four different ex-
its like on a regular round-
about, now you have two 
extra; one on the right and 
the other on the left side of 
the roundabout. The rules 
don’t change at all, you 

just have to keep an extra 
eye open.

Airport roundabout
Ah, yes. The infamous air-
port roundabout. The fa-
vorite roundabout amongst 
local, because of its easy 
(hard) lanes that never 
(always) cause confusion 
among drivers. Sarcasm 
aside, this roundabout can 
be tricky to enter, especial-
ly when you’re driving from 
the direction of the airport 
heading. When you’re driv-
ing away from the airport 
reaching the roundabout, 
you’ll be faced with three 
lanes. The far right lane is 
to take the exit 1 out head-
ing east (right lane of high-
way). The middle exit is 

used for exit 1 (left lane of 
highway), 2 and 3. The far 
left exit is used to only exit 
on exit 3 (left lane of high-
way) and 4.

“Las Americas” roundabout
The Las Americas round-
about is located farther 
west from the airport round-
about. This roundabout 
may look like a regular 
roundabout—and for the 
most part, it is. However, 
when you are driving from 
the east going in the direc-
tion of town, please take 
note that there are two ex-
its on your right.

When you’re driving to-
wards this roundabout, 
you’ll notice that the road 
becomes wider, splitting 
into two lanes. The right 
lane is used to take the 
first and second exit on 
the right. If you want to exit 
straight ahead, you must 
drive on the left lane!

It’s always scary to drive in 
new places where the traf-
fic may look and work dif-
ferently, but once you get 
it right once, you’ll get the 
hang of it in no time. Ad-
ditionally, all roundabouts 
and roads on Aruba have 
signs and arrows painted 
on the road to help guide 
you. So take your time, 
keep your eyes open and 
don’t forget to wear a seat 
belt!q
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Discover the Best of Paseo Herencia

Shopping 
Paseo Herencia invites you to shop at an easy 
island pace in a charming open air setting, 
where international style meets local creativ-
ity. Browse fashion, fragrances, footwear, jew-
elry, skincare, and souvenirs all in one relaxed 
stroll.
Find well-known brands such as Tommy Hil-
figer, Calvin Klein, Aldo, Carmen Steffens, and 
Psycho Bunny, then stop by Pandora to turn 
Aruba themed charms into keepsakes you can 
take home. For something truly one of a kind, 
explore locally handmade gifts and artwork at 
The Artist Co-op and Olla Gallery, where island 
inspired pieces and personalized options add 
a meaningful touch. Lumiere Candles adds to 
the local charm with Aruba inspired candles, 
perfect for bringing a little island warmth back 
home.
For a special accessory, discover permanent 
jewelry at Gloria Feliciana, crafted locally for 
everyday wear. For island wellness, Aruba Aloe 
offers locally made skincare and gifts created 
with aloe grown right here on the island. Beau-
ty lovers can visit Maggy’s for favorite beau-

ty essentials and services for hair, nails, and 
makeup, perfect for a quick refresh before 
dinner or a night out.

A World of Flavors 
Dining at Paseo Herencia fits every moment 
of the day, from breakfast to late night bites. 
Start at Che Bar, serving breakfast from 7:30 
AM and continuing throughout the day with 
comforting favorites, including classic Neapoli-
tan style pizza.
For bold traditional flavors, Xixon Spanish Res-
taurant is a go to for signature dishes such as 
paella paired with a wide wine selection. If you 
are craving something modern, Fusion Cuisine 
brings a creative twist with its original take on 
sushi. The Lazy Turtle offers comforting classics 
and craveable appetizers, while Sexy Shrimp 
adds a sports bar atmosphere to the mix, pair-
ing standout drinks with a diverse menu that is 
perfect for gathering with friends and watch-
ing any game.
As the evening continues, follow your crav-
ings. Enjoy Mexican favorites at Iguana Can-
tina, share Dutch specialties at Pomm’s Frites, 

and finish with something sweet at Mythos or 
Mimo’s roll up ice cream. Starbucks is always 
nearby for a familiar coffee or an easy refresh 
between stops.

VIP Cinema
Caribbean Cinemas VIP delivers a premium 
movie experience on the second floor, easily 
accessible by escalator. Settle into plush reclin-
ing seats and enjoy high quality screens, state 
of the art projection, and immersive sound. A 
well stocked concessions counter offers clas-
sic popcorn, snacks, and drinks including wine, 
making it ideal for a laid back movie night or a 
special outing.

Location and Hours
Paseo Herencia is located in Aruba’s high rise 
area, directly across from Holiday Inn. The mall 
is open Monday through Saturday from 10:00 
AM to 10:00 PM, and on Sundays from 5:00 PM 
to 10:00 PM. For the latest updates and up-
coming events, follow our social media pages 
and visit our website at www.paseoherencia.
com.q

Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Candelchi!
ORANJESTAD—If you’re 
ever planning on snorkel-
ing during your vacation on 
Aruba, you may spot fish 
that you can’t recognize. 

One of these may be the 
“Candelchi” (Squirrelfish), 
a common, yet shy fish that 
swims all year long in the 
waters of Aruba.

Let’s talk about the names 
of fish. Do you know your 
fish? The Department of 
Agriculture, Livestock, and 
Fisheries, known as Santa 

Rosa, offers this informative 
article that illustrates some 
fish and their names in Pa-
piamento.

Candelchi, Squirrelfish, Ho-
locentrus adscensionis:
Candelchi actually refers to 
the entire squirrelfish family 
or, as some say, when we 
say candelchi, we mean 
several different species 
but without distinguishing 
them by species. In this 
picture, we are showing 
the most common one in 
our waters, which is called 
squirrelfish in English or sci-
entifically known as Holo-
centrus adscensionis.

Under candelchi, we in Aru-
ba generally refer to all the 
different species of squir-
relfish. They all look alike 
and it’s really difficult to dis-
tinguish between them.
The squirrelfish family is dis-
tinguished by the following 
characteristics. They are 
heart-shaped with pink or 
red hues and often show 
heart-shaped streaks be-

tween the scales along 
the body. They have hard 
fins and are always armed. 
Over at our sister island 
Curaçao, they are called 
“bari di clabo” (nail barrel) 
for that reason.

In our waters, there are 7 to 
8 types or species present 
and they are sometimes 
caught and seen occa-
sionally. They can be distin-
guished by different marks 
such as color on the dorsal 
spine or marks on the body.

In Aruba:
Candelchi are found on 
reefs or areas with structure 
in the water where they 
can hide. Although they 
prefer to hunt for food at 
night, they are also active 
during the day. They are 
edible and delicious when 
prepared dry and crispy 
with lime. It is particularly 
challenging to scale the 
fish, which is why it is not 
one of the favorites among 
fishermen. They often live in 
groups.q
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National Park Arikok: Aruba’s biggest nature conservation
The National Park Arikok 
comprises almost 18 % of 
the island. Its rugged terrain, 
desert-like hills filled with tall 
cacti, breathtaking coastline 
and protected local flora 
and fauna welcome you to 
be explored. There are nu-
merous animals to discover, 
for example the bright blue 
Cododo or mighty War-
awara.

The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the islands past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural and historical sites. 
These can all be enjoyed 
and explored either on your 
own or during guided tours. 
A wide variety of educa-
tional and informative pro-
grams and fun activities is 
available. 

Did you know that four of the 
seven species of sea turtle 
lay their eggs on Aruba's 
beaches? In the national 
park, a Least Tern (Sternula 
antillarum) keeps a strict 
eye on a very special event 
taking place below on the 
beach: A majestic Leather-
back (Dermochelys coria-
cea) heading back to the 
ocean after laying her eggs 
during breeding season. Sea 
turtles prefer nesting in the 
cool and dark hours of the 
night. And hatchlings usually 
wait for the cue of cooling 
surface sand before emerg-
ing. 

Nature Conservation
The protected area of Na-
tional Park Arikok was of-
ficially established in 2000. 
Arikok National Park is a 
34 square kilometers (7907 
acres) of natural area, lo-
cated at the north-eastern 

part of Aruba which con-
tains examples of most of 
the island’s flora and fauna 
against a backdrop of great 
geological complexity. We 
are proud to state that ap-
proximately 18% of the total 
land area of Aruba is as-
signed as a National Park, 
to protect and preserve the 
flora, fauna, geology and 
historical remains present 
within Arikok National Park.

The Landscape
There is a great geological 
variety within the park. The 
main aspects are the rough 
hills of the volcanic Aruba 
lava formation, the mysteri-
ous rocks of the batholithic 
quartz-diorite/tonalite, and 
the limestone rocks from fos-
silized coral.  The two tallest 
hills on the island are situated 
within the park. Jamanota 
hill 188 meters (617 ft) and 
Arikok hill 176 meters (577 ft), 
from which the name of the 
park is derived.

The line of the permanently 
wind-and-wave beaten 
North Coast is broken by sev-
eral bays (boca’s). Most of 
them are small yet impressive 

inlets at the mouth of dry riv-
erbeds. Some of these bays 
(boca’s) are spectacular 
sights, adorned with white, 
sandy beaches and sand 
dunes, as is the case at Boca 
Prins and Dos Playa.

Arikok is also home to Con-
chi, Aruba’s most impor-
tant natural attraction; also 
known as The Natural Pool. 
The journey to the Pool is 
and adventure by itself and 
only possible by foot, horse, 
or 4×4 vehicle. As of 2020, 
ATV’s and UTVs are not al-
lowed in the park due do its 
significant impact on nature. 

Cultural and Historical com-
ponents
There are a number of sites 
within the park that attest 
to the history of Aruba. The 
Caquetío Indians left rock 
paintings in Cunucu Arikok 
and Fontein Cave. 

Old plantation (Cunucus) 
sites tell the story of an active 
yet challenging agricultural 
past.

These Cunucus were also 
residential areas for the few 

families that worked the 
land. These families found 
ways to survive in the difficult 
conditions, and were able to 
erect their homes with mate-
rials found in the area. Two 
of these adobe houses have 
been restored. Park rangers 
are learning many of the old 
building techniques in order 
to preserve this unique Aru-
ban mud-house. At Cunucu 
Arikok and near Plantation 
Prins you can find these ado-
be houses.

Park Management
The Aruba Conservation 
Foundation (ACF), formerly 
known as Aruba National 
Park Foundation, manages 
the national park. This foun-
dation was established in 
July 2003. In February 2017, 
mangrove and wetland 
RAMSAR site #198 Spanish 
Lagoon was annexed to 
Arikok National Park due to 
its importance as a feeding 
and breeding area for water 
birds and as a nursery area 
for a variety of marine organ-
isms. With this addition, the 
areas under management 
increased by 70 hectares 
while the amount of spe-

cies of flora and fauna to 
be conserved to over 250. 
On December 21st, 2018 
(AB 2018 no. 77) Parke Ma-
rino Aruba – currently con-
sisting of four marine pro-
tected areas (MPAs) – was 
officially established and 
subsequently brought un-
der management of ACF. In 
2019, preliminary manage-
ment plan for marine were 
introduced for Parke Marino 
to conserve reefs, seagrass 
beds, and mangrove forests 
and in 2020 ACF was given 
additional management 
areas such as the Saliñas 
(Druif, Malmok, Cerca, Palm 
Beach, Bubali etc.) and also 
additional areas such as 
Rooi Manonchi, Ser’I Teishi 
etc. Managed areas can be 
seen here: https://acf.aw/.

Visit the National Park Arikok 
to see the wonder of Aruba’s 
nature. The visitor center in 
San Fuego and entrance in 
Vader Piet (San Nicolas) is 
open daily from 8:00 AM to 
16:00 PM. Contact the ACF 
via e-mail, info@acf.aw or 
call +297 585 1234 for more 
information. 
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Cas di Torto

Cas di torto (also called 
cas di lodo or cas di bara) 
is a traditional building 
technique from Aruba. It 
refers to a type of houses 
made of mud with rounded 
corners. These houses were 
usually found around the 
plantations. The few struc-
tures that still exist are the 

oldest structures that are 
left standing in the country.

The technique probably 
came over from the Ven-
ezuelan Paraguaná Pen-
insula in the 18th century. 
Existing houses date back 
150 years. Until 1925 many 
houses on Aruba were built 

using this technique, after-
wards it fell into disuse. In 
2005 there were 62 cas di 
torto houses left, of which 
only four were in good con-
dition.

The skeleton of the hous-
es is made up of round 
wooden poles placed with 

distances of 1.5 feet be-
tween them. Branches are 
interwoven between them, 
completing the structural 
support. On this basis, loam 
is applied, mixed with sand, 
water and paragrass. This is 
then coated with aloe vera 
juice, which gives the white 
color and helps to protect 
against the weather.

On top of the poles piec-
es of wood are fitted that 
serve as the base for the 
roof beams. Until 1815 the 
roofing usually consisted 
of corn (maize) stems, af-
terwards the nuclei of co-
lumnar cacti were used. 
The floor is made of loam, 

mixed with cement or cow 
dung.

The houses were usually di-
vided into a kitchen, a living 
room, a porch and a bed-
room. In the kitchen would 
be a wooden or metal bar-
rel for storing water that 
was collected in small rain 
ponds. Around this barrel a 
thick loam wall would be 
erected. Often large fami-
lies would live in these hous-
es; people would sleep on 
mats on the floor.

If you visit the Arikok Na-
tional Park you will be able 
to see a very nice cas di 
torto.q 

Fun facts about the ‘Lisinbein’
The ‘Lisinbein’ (Scolopen-
dra gigantea), also known 
as the Giant Centipede, is 
one of the largest centi-
pedes in the world and is 
found in Aruba. Its size and 
hunting prowess make it a 
fascinating, if often misun-
derstood, creature.

Despite its fearsome repu-
tation, it plays a crucial 
ecological role that often 
goes unnoticed.

As an apex invertebrate 
predator, Scolopendra 
gigantea helps maintain 
balance in the ecosystem. 

Feeling parched? Grab 
refreshment by the side 
of the road!
(Oranjestad)—Touring the island in the blistering heat 
can leave one feeling rather thirsty and looking to 
cool off. Luckily there are a few stands along the roads 
of Aruba that can offer you just what you need: a nice, 
refreshing beverage!

These “coconut stands” can be found at several loca-
tions on the island, where you can cool off with de-
licious smoothies, drinks, snacks, and of course, fresh 
coconuts! 
Packed with natural electrolytes, coconuts are a fan-
tastic choice for hydrating yourself under the blaz-
ing Aruban sun. Coconuts also contain antioxidants 
that can help reduce stress and protect your cells. So 
while you’re having fun exploring the island, know you 
are well-protected with a fresh-cut coconut in your 
hand.q

Moreover, they themselves are a food 
source for birds such as the Crested Cara-
cara (Warawara) and the Aruba burrow-
ing owl (Shoco).
It controls populations of smaller inverte-
brates and even small vertebrates, ensur-
ing that no species overpopulates, which 
could disrupt local biodiversity.
Its presence can indicate a healthy, func-
tioning ecosystem. Its sensitivity to environ-
mental changes makes it a bioindicator of 
ecological balance.
It can reach an impressive length of up to 
30 centimeters (approx. 12 inches) and live 
for around 5 to 10 years in the wild. Its size 
and longevity makes it a significant and 
long-term part of the ecosystem.

A mother’s love
In Scolopendra species, the ‘mother’ 
typically exhibits maternal care by curl-
ing around her eggs and newly hatched 
young. She stays coiled around the clutch, 
protecting it from predators and fungi, 
which are serious risks in the moist environ-
ments these centipedes often inhabit. The 
mother maintains a clean environment 
for the eggs by carefully grooming them, 
which helps prevent fungal growth that 
could endanger the brood. This behavior 
may continue until the young centipedes 
have undergone their first molt, making 
them more capable of independent sur-
vival.

This form of parental care is beneficial in 
increasing the survival rates of offspring, 
as the mother’s protection provides a safe 
‘environment’ during their vulnerable de-
velopmental stages. It’s a fascinating ad-
aptation because it shows a form of care 
that resembles more complex behaviors 
observed in vertebrates.

No bark, but all bite!
The lisinbein is known locally for having a 
really painful sting. While venomous, the 
Lisinbein is generally not aggressive to-
ward humans unless provoked. Its role as 
a guardian of balance in the ecosystem 
helps protect the natural beauty of Aruba 
by keeping the ecosystem in harmony.
Editor’s note: Information and pictures pro-
vided by Ms. Natasha Silva from the Aruba 
Conservation Foundation. q
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The Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins and its history
(Oranjestad)—The Bushiri-
bana Gold Mill Ruins is one 
of the most visited places 
by tourists on the island, 
as it lies along the north-
ern coast line near the mini 
pool and on the way to the 
Natural Bridge. Despite its 
seemingly plain appear-
ance, this ruin represents 
one of the most important 
histories of the island: The 
Aruban Gold Rush.

Built in 1872 by English com-
pany Aruba Island Gold 
Mining Company Ltd, the 
gold mill at Bushiribana 
was constructed in the 
area where most gold was 
found by locals. The story 
of gold on Aruba actually 
dates back to 1725, when 
a first exploration for gold 
on the island was commis-
sioned by the Dutch West 
India Company. Under the 
leadership of Mr. Paulus 
Printz, a three-year search 
was conducted on Aruba, 
to no avail. Though they 
found some gold, it was 
enough to motivate a fur-
ther search, and the assign-
ment was discontinued by 
Printz himself.

It wasn’t until 100 years lat-
er, in 1824, when a young 
boy found a lump of gold 
while out herding his fa-
ther’s sheep. His father took 
it to a local merchant who 
then sold the lump for $70. 
Unbeknownst to the boy 

and his father, they quite 
literally struck gold, and 
as word got out, a gold 
fever spread among the 
locals who started search-
ing for more gold. About 25 
pounds worth was found.

At the same time, the Aru-
ban government took 
immediate actions, and 
informed Curacao that 
gold was found. At first, 
everyone could look for 
gold, as long as they sold 
it to the government. How-
ever, after some time, the 
government decided to 
implement stricter rules and 
banned local search par-
ties.

Over the years, conces-
sion-holding had seen dif-
ferent companies from 
around the world, all of 
which used primitive meth-
ods to dig and carve out 
gold from the rocks. Aruba 
Island Gold Mining Compa-

ny Ltd. was no different, but 
used a unique method that 
involved grinding the rocks 
and letting the dust be 
blown away by the strong 
northeast wind, leaving 
clumps of gold behind. The 
next step was melting the 
gold and letting it attach 
to quicksilver in order to 
obtain pure gold. All these 
processes were done at 
the Bushiribana Gold Mill.

The gold mill itself had a 
short life-span: only 10 years 
in service, but its structure 
remained relatively solid till 
this day, and is now a his-
torical remnant.q

Sources: Etnia Nativa 

Lessons from our elders: Plants and fruits for medicinal use

(Oranjestad)— Though 
western medicine is now 
widely used for common 
illnesses and to keep our 
bodies healthy and happy, 
it is still very common in 
every household in Aruba 
(and around the world) to 
have staple home rem-
edies that is passed on 
through generations. Here 
are some tips that our el-
ders have passed on to us 
over the years.

Sweet potato
According to our elders, 
sweet potato is mostly use-
ful for low blood pressure. 

People who suffer from low 
blood pressure were ad-
vised to eat sweet potato 2 
to 3 times a week. Howev-
er, if you have high blood 
pressure, it is best not to eat 
too much sweet potato, as 
this raises blood pressure. 
Sweet potatoes are also 
great for people who work 
hard labor jobs, and it’s 
been said to be aid blood 
circulation in the body, 
as well as help those with 
hemorrhoids or diarrhea.

Many of our elders opted to 
plant sweet potatoes them-
selves, mostly because of 

how easy it was to do so. 
Cut the end of a sweet po-
tato let it sit in shallow wa-
ter until it starts to sprout. 
Then you may plant it in the 
ground. Sweet potatoes 
need plenty of water to 
grow, especially in the first 
week in the ground. It was 
said that once you start to 
notice the ground crack 
underneath the flowers, it is 
time to harvest. This should 
happen around month 3.

Pomegranate
Pomegranates are also 

one of the easier fruits to 
plant and harvest. Origi-
nated from Persia, this 
plant can grow almost ev-
erywhere. In Aruba, there 
are many homes that have 
a tiny or big pomegranate 
tree. You may be wonder-
ing what the difference is 
between a small and big 
pomegranate tree, for 
which the answer is based 
on harvest time. Tiny trees 
produce tinier pomegran-
ates that can be harvest-
ed early on. Contrarily, 
big trees produce bigger 

pomegranates, but they 
need enough time to fully 
ripen before harvesting, 
otherwise you might end 
up with bitter seeds. Pome-
granate trees are also very 
easy to plant. In essence, 
if you just throw the seeds 
on the ground, they could 
grow into a tree.

In terms of medicinal use, 
pomegranate skins are 
said to have a few benefits 
for our health. According 
to customs, pomegranate 
skin tea can help those that 
suffer from diarrhea. Dried 
pomegranate skin tea is 
also good for people who 
have worms. Pomegranate 
flowers can be boiled to 
make a drink and this can 
be used for irritated gums; 
just take a swig and let the 
tea sit in your mouth for a 
couple minutes.q

Source: Remedi i Kustumber 
di nos Bieunan (Medicine and 
Customs of our Elderly) by Di-
nah Veeris
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Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though, 
most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm.  

Safety
Since February 2024, Aruba 
has been categorized as 
the safest country in the 

Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, so 
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe. 

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab-
lishments. 

Drinking water
The water that flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 

Answer to previous puzzle

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each 
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.SUDOKU

Difficulty: ★ 7/6
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King Classic Sudoku

Difficulty: ★★ 7/7
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba
SERVICE
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taxi services

San Nicolas

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

dOCTOR ON 
DUTY

Oranjestad

Oranjestad: Sta. Anna	          
                 Tel. 586 8181 

San Nicolas: 
                  Seroe Preto               	
                    Tel. 584 4833

Hospital 
7:00 pm/10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

IMSAN 
24 HOURS
Tel. 524 8833

Dental Clinic               587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba     587 0002
Urgent Care                586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic  588 0539

other

Police	  	        100
Police Oranjestad     527 3140
Police Noord	        527 3200
Police Sta. Cruz	        527 2900
Police San  Nicolas   584 5000
Police Tipline	        11141
Ambulance	        911
Fire Dept.	        115
Red Cross	        582 2219

EMERGENCY

Taxi Tas	     	        587 5900
Prof. Taxi	        588 0035
Taxi D.T.S.	        587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba        583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv.	        280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

 FAVI- Visually Impaired
 Tel. 582 5051
 Alcoholics Anonymous
 Tel. 736 2952

 Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

 Centre for Diabetes 
 Tel. 524 8888

 Narcotics Anonymous
 Tel. 583 8989
 Against Domestic Violence(FCVR) 
 Tel. 583 5400

 Child Abuse Prevention
 Tel. 582 4433

 Aruba Food Bank 
 Tel. 588 0002

general info
 Phone Directory 	              Tel. 118

HEALTH

Tokyo, Japan
A Japanese space probe 
performed a flyby of a 
near-Earth asteroid on 
Sunday, in a test mission 
for technology that could 
help protect the planet 
from space rocks.
The fridge-sized Hayabu-
sa2 was due to fly within 
800 meters (0.5 miles) of 
asteroid Torifune, Japan 
Aerospace Exploration 
Agency (JAXA) scientists 
said earlier, a trial run to 
see whether such a probe 
could deflect a potentially 
dangerous space rock 
away from Earth.
The mission comes af-
ter NASA deliberately 
smashed a spacecraft into 
the 160-metre-wide Di-
morphos asteroid in 2022, 
successfully altering its or-
bit around a larger space 
rock.
Moving at a speed of 
more than 18,000 kilome-
ters (11,185 miles) per hour, 
Hayabusa2 was not intend-
ed to collide with Torifune.
Instead, scientists wanted 
to assess whether they 
could precisely control the 
trajectory of the probe, 
should it ever need to per-
form a deflection.

“At 6:35 pm (0935 GMT)... 
Hayabusa2 conducted a 
flyby of Torifune and the 
spacecraft is working nor-
mally,” a JAXA spokes-
woman told AFP, declining 
to give her name.
Online footage supplied 
by JAXA showed scientists 
applauding in a control 
room.
“I was nervous, I felt on 
edge the whole time... But 
I’m really glad we were 
able to see it through to 
the end,” one of the scien-
tists told the JAXA broad-
cast.
If it is confirmed that the 
space probe indeed 
came within 800 meters of 
Torifune, the mission would 
be one of closest flybys of 
a near-Earth asteroid ever.
“It’s as difficult as trying to 
shoot through a one-yen 
coin somewhere within the 
area stretching from Oki-
nawa to Hokkaido,” Yuya 
Mimasu of JAXA said ear-
lier, referring to Japan’s 

This handout image taken by the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) on July 5, 2026 
and released by Jiji Press on July 6, 2026 shows a view of the asteroid Torifune during a flyby of 
the Hayabusa2 space probe.

Japan space probe skims asteroid in test for 
planetary defence

southernmost and north-
ernmost islands.

- Bare rock or sand? -
Cameras on board Haya-
busa2 are also recording 
data from the asteroid’s 
surface including geo-
graphical features, its tex-
ture and temperature  vital 
information for a potential 
planetary defense mission.
“Is the surface consisting 
of bare rock, or cover(ed) 
by boulder fields or sand 
beaches? Only images 

taken by a spacecraft can 
reveal this information,” 
Patrick Michel, project 
scientist at the European 
Space Agency, told AFP 
prior to the flyby.
“If we want to deflect an 
asteroid by an impact, the 
response is not the same 
if the asteroid is behaving 
like a sponge or if it be-
haves like a very solid ma-
terial,” he said.
The space probe’s mission 
is not based on any actu-
al threat to Earth from an 
asteroid.q
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Seoul, South Korea
South Korea’s government plans to use a windfall in tax 
income from artificial intelligence chipmakers to set up 
a fund for public infrastructure projects, the presidential 
office said.
Rising global demand for advanced memory chips 
used in AI data centers has helped South Korean semi-
conductor giants post record profits this year, boosting 
national economic growth.

The success of Samsung Electronics and SK hynix in par-
ticular has led to a corresponding increase in govern-
ment tax revenues.
During a meeting between the government and the 
ruling party on Sunday, presidential chief of staff Kang 
Hoon-sik said the “future response fund” would help 
finance large-scale projects centered around AI and 
the semiconductor industry.
It would also help to reduce inequality and support 
young people in accessing housing, founding startups 
and finding jobs, he said in comments shared with AFP 
on Monday.
“The excess tax revenue generated from the semicon-
ductor boom at this critical moment for Korea’s future 
should not be spent carelessly,” Kang said.
He did not reveal how much money would be in the 
fund, but said the government would review how to 
use it at a fiscal strategy meeting this month before 
seeking public input.

In an interview with the Dong-A Ilbo daily published 
Monday, Kang said some would be used to expand 
the infrastructure that supports chip factories, such as 
electricity and water supplies.
Samsung’s shares surged more than 170 percent and 
SK hynix’s more than 300 percent in the first half of the 
year -- taking both firms’ market capitalization past $1 
trillion.
Samsung is expected to announce strong preliminary 
second-quarter earnings on Tuesday, while SK hynix 
plans to raise 45 trillion won ($29 billion) through a Nas-
daq listing.
Both firms are involved in a massive public-private in-
vestment of 800 trillion won (around $520 billion), an-
nounced last week, to build a new semiconductor fab-
rication hub in the southwest.
South Korea’s AI semiconductor boom has fuelled de-
bate over how the tax windfall should be used.q

Geneva, Switzerland
The United Nations chief 
called Monday for a glob-
al governance system to 
shape artificial intelligence 
for the good of humanity, 
warning against allowing 
the technology to “vibe-
code” our future itself.
With AI advancing at “run-
away speed”, UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio 
Guterres cautioned that 
“an experiment is being 
run on our own societies, 
without a plan and without 
consent”.
“That is not sustainable,” 
he insisted, speaking in Ge-
neva at the opening of the 
first Global Dialogue on AI 
Governance.
The two-day event is bring-
ing together more than 
4,000 participants, repre-
senting governments, tech 
companies, academia 
and civil society, to launch 
an inclusive discussion on 
how best to harness a tech-
nology that is already rap-
idly transforming our world.
“The question is whether 
we will shape this transfor-
mation together, or let it 
shape us,” Guterres told 
the gathering.
He warned that AI sys-
tems were “no longer tools 
awaiting instruction”.
“They are writing code, 
acting online and making 
choices with less and less 
human oversight,” he said.
“Our institutions were built 
to govern machines that 
follow commands. They 

are not ready for machines 
that decide.”
Guterres voiced concern 
at how AI was obscuring 
what is true and false.
He also warned there was 
a growing tendency to 
leave important tasks up to 
the technology and blindly 
trust the results.
So-called “vibe-coding”, or 
using AI to tell a machine 
what you want instead of 
coding it yourself, “can 
do wonders”, he acknowl-
edged.
“But we cannot vibe-code 
the truth. We cannot vibe-
code the future of human-
ity.”

- Major risks -
Another risk flagged by 
Guterres was the concen-
tration of power in a hand-
ful of AI companies and in 
a handful of countries.
Most countries “have had 
no say in decisions that 
will shape their futures”, he 
warned.
Countries, he said, now 
faced a stark choice, “be-
tween governing by design 
and drifting by default”.
The U.N. chief highlighted 
the potential of AI technol-
ogies for everything from 
accelerating development 
to improving healthcare 
and providing broader ac-
cess to education.
But he insisted develop-
ments needed to be guid-
ed by several key priorities, 
including safety and re-
spect for human rights, to 

ensure that people every-
where reap the benefits.
He called for “common 
methods to evaluate and 
verify risks” and jointly-
agreed standards, particu-
larly for ensuring the safety 
of children accessing AI 
systems.
“We do not let medicine 
reach a child until it is prov-
en safe. We test every toy,” 
Guterres pointed out.
He called for an AI Child 
Safety Pledge, requiring 
companies to prove that 
any system accessible to 
children is safe and has zero 
tolerance for sexual abuse. 
The systems must also con-
nect any child showing 
signs of distress to real hu-
man support, he said.
“No child should be a guin-
ea pig for unregulated AI,” 
he insisted.

- ‘Killer robots’ -
Boosting AI capacity and 
access in developing 
countries was also key, he 
said, to ensure that the ex-
isting, deep digital divide 
does not “harden into an 
AI divide”.
Guterres said he would 
urge the UN General As-
sembly to create a Global 
Fund for AI, “to build skills, 
data and affordable com-
puting power everywhere”.
General Assembly Presi-
dent Annalena Baerbock 
said it was “crystal clear” 
that the fund would be es-
tablished, but did not pro-
vide specific amounts.q

U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres delivers the opening speech of the first Global Dialogue 
on AI Governance, in Geneva on July 6, 2026.

South Korean President Lee Jae Myung (C), Samsung 
Electronics Chairman Lee Jae-yong (R) and SK Group 
Chairman Chey Tae-won (L) hold hands after a briefing 
announcement of public-private collaboration projects at 
the presidential Blue House in Seoul on June 29, 2026.

South Korea to use AI tax 
windfall to fund public 
projectsDon’t let AI shape humanity’s future: 

U.N. chief
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Washington,  United States 
Chris Gotterup won the 
John Deere Classic on 
Sunday for his third PGA 
Tour title of the year af-
ter co-leader Ben Kohles 
plunked his approach into 
water on the final hole. 

Gotterup, who began the 
day five strokes adrift, fired 
a nine-under par 62 in the 
last round to finish 72 holes 
on 20-under 264 at TPC 
Deere Run in Silvis, Illinois.
“When I come down the 
stretch, I like to think I’m 
going to close it out and I 
did a great job of that to-
day,” Gotterup said.
With brother Patrick serv-
ing as caddie, Gotterup 
captured the top prize of 
$1.584 million from the $8.8 
million tournament as he 
heads for Europe to de-

fend his title next week at 
the Scottish Open.
“To come out here and 
have Patrick out with me 
just so awesome,” Gotter-
up said, breaking down in 
tears. “Just a great week.
“He just kept me in it all 
week. We were joking and 
having a good time. Just a 
fun week.”
Gotterup took his fifth ca-
reer PGA triumph and third 
tour victory of the year af-
ter winning January’s Sony 
Open in Hawaii and Febru-
ary’s Phoenix Open.

World number 14 Gotterup 
made nine birdies to shoot 
the low round of the week, 
but was still deadlocked 
for the lead with fellow 
American Kohles as his rival 
stood in the 18th fairway.
Kohles, who was chasing 

his first PGA Tour title in his 
120th tour start, hooked his 
approach left and into a 
water hazard, then missed 
a 45-foot par putt to give 
Gotterup the victory.
Kohles, ranked 169th in the 
world, then missed a bo-
gey putt from inside four 
feet before making a dou-
ble bogey at 18 and finish 
two behind Gotterup and 
one adrift of runner-up Max 
Homa in a share of third 
with countrymen Lucas 
Glover and Lee Hodges.

“I was a little in between. I 
hit an 8-iron and thought 9 
was going to be too short,” 
Kohles said. “I was just try-
ing to hit a three-quarter 
punch shot. Just tugged 
it a little, and ended up in 
the water.
“Tough way to finish, es-

pecially how I played all 
day. I’m proud of the way 
I played. Sucks to just have 
that happen on the last 
hole, but learned a lot 
about myself... and it’s only 
going to make me better 
going forward.”

- ‘A good start’ -
Kohles made an eagle 
and three birdies in the first 

eight holes to seize a three-
stroke lead into the back 
nine, where he had not 
made a bogey all week.
A missed four-foot par putt 
at 11 dropped Kohles back 
to a share of the lead with 
Gotterup, who birdied five 
of the first seven holes on 
the front nine and three 
of the first five on the back 
side.q

Les Angles, France
Reigning champion Tadej 
Pogacar won the third 
stage of the Tour de France 
on Monday to snatch the 
“special” leader’s yel-
low jersey from rival Jonas 
Vingegaard.
The world champion and 
Vingegaard are dead level 
on time but Pogacar took 
over the race lead by virtue 
of his better finishing posi-
tions in the opening three 
stages.
It was Pogacar’s 22nd Tour 
stage victory and his 10th in 
the Pyrenees.
The 27-year-old Slove-
nian finished two seconds 
ahead of the Dane and also 
earned four more bonus 
seconds than Vingegaard 
to wipe out his six-second 
deficit from the start of the 
day.
“Of course, to take the yel-
low jersey is the dream for 
any cyclist of any age,” said 
Pogacar.
“For me it’s, I don’t know 
which time already, but ev-
ery time I can get it again 
on my shoulders, it feels re-
ally special.”
Former Giro d’Italia winner 
Richard Carapaz came 
past French teenage 

prodigy Paul Seixas to take 
third in the same time as 
Vingegaard at the end of 
a 196km stage which start-
ed in Granollers, Spain and 
finished in Les Angles in the 
French Pyrenees.

Despite a plea from organ-
isers for fans to stay away 
because of raging wildfires 
just 70 kilometers away from 

the finish, there were plenty 
of people by the side of the 
roads in France.
Olympic champion Remco 
Evenepoel was eighth at 
4sec and remains third over-
all but fell to 23sec off the 
lead.
Sunday’s stage two winner 
Isaac Del Toro is fourth over-
all at 24sec after finishing 
eighth, with Spaniard Juan 

Ayuso (27sec) and Seixas 
(48sec) rounding out the 
top six.
After Pogacar let his UAE 
Team Emirates team-mate 
Del Toro take the victory 
on Sunday’s finish on the 
Montjuic hill in Barcelona, 
this time it was the Mexican 
who led out his team leader 
for a decisive sprint to the 
line.

Pogacar left no doubt that 
he had his eyes on both the 
stage victory and the yellow 
jersey with a dominant win.
“It’s because of Isaac to-
day (that) I got some extra 
power in the final,” said Po-
gacar.
“He committed more than 
100 percent in the final climb 
and all the team actually.
“In the middle of the stage 
we decided that it’s pos-
sible to go for the stage win 
and I’m really, really happy 
that we started the Tour like 
this.”

- No scraps for anyone -
On a day which looked 
ideally suited to a break-
away, UAE left no scraps 
for anyone else, leading to 
some complaints from other 
teams and commentators 
that they were killing the 
spectacle with their domi-
nation.
UAE sporting director Mauro 
Gianetti said the stage was 
too tough for a breakaway 
to stay away.
“It was an unfavorable 
route (for the breakaway) 
because it was very de-
manding, there was more 
than 4,000-metres of eleva-
tion gain,” said the Italian.q

UAE Team Emirates - XRG’s Slovenian rider Tadej Pogacar cycles to the finish line to win the 3rd 
stage ahead of Team Visma | Lease a Bike’s Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard (rear) during the 
113th edition of the Tour de France cycling race, 196 km between Granollers and Les Angles in 
southern France, on July 6, 2026. 

Pogacar back in ‘special’ yellow after Tour de France stage three 
victory

Chris Gotterup of the United States poses with the winner’s 
trophy after winning the John Deere Classic 2026 at TPC Deere 
Run on July 05, 2026 in Silvis, Illinois.

Gotterup wins PGA John Deere after 
Kohles splashdown
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Montreal, Canada
Summer McIntosh broke the world record in the 200m 
butterfly on Sunday at the Canadian Swim Champion-
ships in Montreal, shattering the oldest world mark in 
women’s swimming.
McIntosh, a three-time champion at the 2024 Par-
is Olympics, won the Canadian 200 fly title in 2mins 
1.65secs to erase the prior world record of 2:01.81 set 
by China’s Liu Zige in October of 2009 at Jinan, China.
The world record had been the last in women’s swim-
ming from the supersuit era, when record books were 
rewritten by swimmers in polyurethane suits before they 
were banned in 2010 by world governing body FINA.
“As you can see by emotions, this means the absolute 
world,” McIntosh told event broadcasters after the his-
toric victory. “Growing up, this is the one world record 
that I thought I would never break.
“To do it tonight is really special in front of a home 
crowd. It means the absolute world. I’m in shock right 
now.”

The 19-year-old from Toronto swam the first 50m in 27.45 
seconds then charged at the finish as the crowd roared.
“The last 50 was pure adrenaline,” McIntosh said. “I 
could hear the crowd going crazy and I knew I was 
probably under, or close to, world record pace, so 
that’s really what kept me going.”
McIntosh, whose mother swam in the 1984 Los Ange-
les Olympics, owns world records in four events, adding 
her trademark 200 fly to the 200m and 400m individual 
medleys and the 400m freestyle.
She won the 200 and 400 individual medley Olympic 
golds in addition to the 200 fly title in Paris.
Her eight career world titles include crowns last year at 
Singapore in the 200 and 400 IM, 400 free and 200 fly.
McIntosh will be a favorite in multiple events in 
next month’s Pan Pacific Championships in Irvine, 
California.q

London, United Kingdom
Britain’s Arthur Fery defeat-
ed fellow wildcard Grigor 
Dimitrov in a dramatic five-
set match to reach the 
Wimbledon quarter-finals 
on Monday, after Jasmine 
Paolini halted Alexandra 
Eala’s run in the last 16.
French Open champion 
Alexander Zverev can seal 
his first Wimbledon quarter-
final appearance when he 
takes on Jiri Lehecka later, 
although he made need a 
quick victory to avoid be-
ing forced to return Tues-
day by the 2200 GMT cur-
few.
Fery dug deep, with the 
help of an increasingly 
partisan home crowd, to 
clinch a 7-5, 3-6, 4-6, 6-4, 
7-6 (10/7) victory over Bul-
garian veteran Dimitrov on 
Centre Court.
“First time on this court, five 
sets against an absolute 
legend of the game. I grew 
up five minutes from here, 
coming to watch matches 
on this court. It’s unbeliev-
able,” said Fery, who went 
to school in Wimbledon.
The 23-year-old will face 
ninth seed Flavio Cobolli 

next as he bids to become 
only the fifth British man to 
reach the semi-finals in the 
Open era.
Fery, the lowest-ranked 
man to reach the Wimble-
don quarter-finals since 
Nick Kyrgios in 2014, need-
ed another five-setter to 
progress after an epic third-
round win against Zizou 
Bergs in the longest match 
of the event so far.
The world number 114 is set 
to break into the ATP top 
100 for the first time after 
the tournament.
It was more last-16 heart-
break for former world num-
ber three Dimitrov, though, 
after he was forced to re-
tire injured when leading 
eventual champion Jannik 
Sinner by two sets at the 
same stage last year.

- Cobolli into quarters -
Cobolli continued his strong 
form by reaching a second 
straight Wimbledon quar-
ter-final with an impressive 
7-5, 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 win over 
Australian fifth seed Alex de 
Minaur.
The Italian lost the French 
Open final to Zverev last 

month and could meet the 
German again in the semis.
Second seed Zverev rounds 
off the action on Centre 
Court as he bids to finally 
reach the quarters on his 
10th visit to Wimbledon, 
facing Czech 13th seed 
Lehecka, with a match 
against Taylor Fritz up for 
grabs.
Fritz, a semi-finalist last year, 
passed a tricky assignment 
against flamboyant Kazakh 
Alexander Bublik on Court 
One with flying colours.
The sixth seed dispatched 
10th seed Bublik 7-6 (7/1), 
6-4, 6-4 to reach the last 
eight for the fourth time in 
five years.

- Paolini battles past Eala -
Italian 13th seed Paolini 
edged out Iga Swiatek’s 
conqueror Eala with a gritty 
6-4, 4-6, 6-3 victory on Cen-
tre Court, reaching her first 
Grand Slam quarter-final 
since losing the 2024 All 
England Club final.
Paolini will next face 
Ukrainian 12th seed Mar-
ta Kostyuk, who saw off 
qualifier Ashlyn Krueger in 
straight sets.q

Britain’s Arthur Fery reacts to beating Bulgaria’s Grigor Dimitrov during their men’s singles round 
of 16 tennis match on the eighth day of the 2026 Wimbledon Championships at The All England 
Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on July 6, 2026.

Britain’s Fery stuns Dimitrov, Paolini into 
Wimbledon quarters

Summer McIntosh competes in the Women’s 400 Meter 
Individual Medley final during the USA Swimming Pro Swim 
Series Austin at Lee & Joe Jamail Texas Swimming Center on 
January 16, 2026 in Austin, Texas.

Canada’s McIntosh breaks 
200 fly world record, oldest 
in women’s swimming


