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Trump's massive July 4 firework show
raises health alarms

Fireworks explode in the air over the National Mall at the conclusion of UFC Freedom 250 which is
being held on the South Lawn of the White House on June 15, 2026 in Washington, DC.

Washington, United States
An "unforgeftable" fribute to
America, or a health hazard
that will terrorize animals and
pollute the environment?
That's the question as Wash-
ington prepares to break the
record for the world's larg-
est fireworks display on the
United States' 250th birthday
on Saturday.

The Trump administration's
"Freedom?250" project has
hired Pennsylvania-based
Pyrotecnico to launch more
than 850,000 fireworks shells
across 10 sites around the Lin-
coln Memorial and Potomac
River, starting at 10:30 pm
and lasting 40 minutes.
That is around 40,000 more
than the current Guinness
World Record, set in Bo-
caue, Philippines in 2016,
and roughly 50 times more
than Washington's usual an-
nual show.

"Freedom?250" has billed it as
the "unforgettable" capstone
for a day of performances,
flyovers and acrobatics dis-
plays at the National Mall,
claiming it will bring hundreds
of thousands of visitors and
caling it a generational
event.

They haven't however dis-
closed the bill for the affair
and did not respond to a
request seeking the sum.

- 'Frightening' numbers -

"Fireworks are a fried-and-
frue American fradition,”
Jodi Dague, Pyrotecnico's
director of marketing, told
AFP."They bring back child-
hood memories and allow
families to create new ones.

It's a reason to gather and
celebrate."

Not everyone is convinced.
"First let me sawy, | like fireworks
-- | think they're fun," Russell
Dickerson, a professor of at-
mospheric chemistry at the
University of Maryland told
AFP, but said the number in
question was "frightening.”
"In my professional opinion,
it's probably ill-advised to try
to set off 850,000 fireworks...
on a hot, stagnant, already
polluted day. I'm not going
down to the Mall and | cer-
tainly would not bring my
grandchildren there."

The biggest concern is fine
parficulate matter, he ex-
plained -- particles 2.5 mi-
crometers or smaller that
can penetrate deep into
the lungs, enter the blood-
stream and even cross the
blood-brain barrier.

The EPA's 24-hour standard
caps exposure at 35 micro-
grams per cubic meter. After
a fireworks show, "it dissipates
substantially in a few hours,
but in those few hours, peo-
ple are going to be exposed
to huge amounts," Dickerson
said, adding that the smoke
could cut visibility to a few
hundred yards.

Making matters worse is a
heat wave gripping the East
Coast, with firework smoke
and pollution liable to last
longer without rain to clear
it, and hot weather itself in-
creasing background levels
of pollution as the power
grid strains under increased
demand for cooling and as
vehicles emit more.

"The amount of pollution that
we produce is apocalyptic
during this one particular
day," Glory Dolphin Hammes,
CEO of IQAIr's North Ameri-
can division, told AFP.

Data compiled by the Swiss-
based company from public
and private sources showed
that hourly PM2.5 in Wash-
ingtfon peaked at 11 pm
on July Fourth, last year at
133 micrograms per cubic
meter. The Air Quality Index
peaked at 208, levels more
commonly associated with
South Asian cities.
Epidemiologically, PM2.5
spikes are linked to a rise
in emergency room Visits,
Hammes said, with longer-
term impacts on heart and
lung health from chronic
exposure.

Beyond particulate matter,
fireworks contain frace met-
als that produce their bright
colors, and burning them
releases harmful volatile or-
ganic compounds.

- Sounds of freedom -
Fireworks are also fraumatiz-
ing for pets, particularly dogs,
which fremble and even bolt
from their homes in fear.
Adrian Aceves, a physician
living in downtown Washing-
ton, said he'd be staying in
with his five-year-old mutt
Rosy, "trying to distract her
with treats and toys, and |
will medicate her."

Then there's wildlife: arecent
European study found Arctic
migratory geese flew away
from their sleeping sites in re-
sponse to New Year's Eve fire-
works and never returned.[]

Miami’s Haitian Leaders
reject ‘unjust’ Supreme
Court TPS decision

New York City Public Advocate Jumaane Williams speaks
at a news conference and rally at a Manhattan union
headquarters to show his support for the Haitian and Syrian
communities after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the
Trump administration could end the legal status for potentially
millions of foreign nationals from countries experiencing
conflict and violence, like Haiti and Syria, on June 25, 2026
in New York City.

Miami, United States

Leaders of the Haitian community in Miami on Mon-
day slammed a Supreme Court decision allowing the
Trump administration to strip people from that destitute
country of a special status protecting them from de-
portation.

Last week, the high court said the Trump administra-
fion could end Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for
Haitians and some 6,000 Syrians without judicial review,
although the impact of the decision could apply to mi-
grants from many other backgrounds.

An estimated 350,000 Haitians live in the United Stafes.
"Today is a painful moment for the Haitian communi-
ty," Vanessa Joseph, president of the National Haitian
American Elected Officials Network, said at a press
conference in the Little Haiti neighborhood of Miami.
TPS provides protection from deportation for people
from countries designated as unsafe because of war,
natural disasters or other extraordinary circumstances.
Since Donald Trump’s return to the presidency in 2025,
as part of his fierce crackdown on immigration, his ad-
ministration has revoked TPS for migrants from more
than a dozen countries, including Venezuela, Nicara-
gua, Honduras, and Somalia.

In Miami-Dade County, home to large numbers of
migrants, including some 110,000 Haitians, the high
court's decision has plunged many into uncertainty.

"We are hearing from families who are frightened and
desperate for answers," said Thamara Labrousse, exec-
utive director of Sant La Haitian Neighborhood Center.
"They are asking: will I lose my job? Is it safe for my chil-
dren to go back to school? Will | be separated from
my childreng"

Jean Monestime, a Haitian American candidate for
Congress, said the government should have to show
that the situation in Haiti has demonstrably improved
in order to justify ending TPS.

Haiti for decades has suffered from abject poverty,
corruption, political instability and natural disasters like
a devastating earthquake in 2010.

Its last president was assassinated in 2021 and has not
been replaced. Haiti has not held an election of any
kind since 2016. It is the poorest country in the Ameri-
cas.

Since early 2024, Haiti has also been suffering a wave
of violence and other crime from powerful gangs that
control nearly all of Port-au-Prince and the country’s
main roads.]
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‘Job forever’: trade schools are all the rage in the Al era

New York, United States
Long looked down upon,
skiled trades are boom-
ing in the United States,
especially among young
adults drawn by strong
demand even as artificial
infeligence (Al) eats into
service-sector jobs.

“I' think it's definitely shift-
ing,” said Nizier Lawrence,
in his early twenties.

Prior to the pandemic,
“"people weren't really talk-
ing about going to trade
school, vocational schools,
stuff like that. It was like:
‘Go to college, get your
four years.""

The New Yorker spent three
years at Keuka College,
a private school upstate,
before changing plans. “I
wanted a break,” he re-
members, partly because
he was “homesick” for the
city.

He subsequently enrolled
at Apex Technical School
in Manhattan to frain as
an electrician and hasn't
looked back.

“I'm learning more in three
weeks than | did in college
in three years,” he says.

- Al and job security -

Students here don't have
much to say about Al, but
they quickly turn to job se-
curity, reflecting a concern
that stands in confrast with
the US's low unemploy-
ment rate of roughly four
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A student participates in a hands-on class of the Advanced Electrical program at Apex
Technical School in Manhattan, New York, on June 4, 2026.

percent.

Among 27- to 39-year-olds
who use Al multiple times
a week, only 22 percent
believe their jobs are “safe
from being eliminated,”
according to payroll group
ADP’s People at Work 2026
report.

“I think a lot of people
should probably pivot to-
wards trade,” said Law-
rence. “You'll have a job
forever, you're gonna
make a lot of money.”
“They'll always need elec-
fricians,”  said  Anthony
Byrd, one of Lawrence’s
classmates. “Everything is
powered by electricity right

now. Without us, the whole
world would probably fall
apart.”

The rise of Al has sparked a
boom in data center con-
struction, creating a need
for numerous skilled frades-
people especially electri-
cians.

Employment of electricians
is projected to grow 9 per-
cent from 2024 to 2034,
much faster than the av-
erage for all occupations,
according to a report from
the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics released two years
ago.

‘Craving connectedness’ -

The student body has been
getting younger, with "“a
lot more students from the
high schools” enroling at
Apex Technical School,
said Zelda Cuesta, agency
coordinator.

In the past, administra-
tors “frowned upon frade
schools, they wanted fo
steer everybody fo go to
college.”

Now, “when | go to a high
school, I'm a rock star,”
Cuesta said.

Many students point out
that while the cost of train-
ing is significant totaling
around $18,000 it is far less
than the cost of university,

which is estimated at over
$38,000 per year in the
United States, according
to data website Education
Data Initiative.

Notf to mention that a uni-
versity degree takes af
least four years to com-
plete, whereas Apex frains
an electrician in seven
months on average.
According to the Depart-
ment of Labor, the aver-
age salary for an electri-
cian surged by 55 percent
between 2015 and 2025.

"When | do the tour and
they come in fo visit the
school, | do reinforce Al
is not going fo be able to
take over our jobs,” Cuesta
said.

“Buildings will still  have
pipes running  through
them, they'll still have wires
running through them,”
she said. Apex also frains
plumbers, HVAC techni-
cians, welders and cooks.
An adbvisor with the culinary
program, Amy Quazza,
thinks “we kind of driftf back
to tradition when things are
untethered or feeling unte-
thered,” which explains the
renewed appeal of old-
economy trades.

Beyond the threat of Al,
Cuesta connects this
newfound popularity of
manual trades to the pan-
demic and long periods of
confinement.]

Progress, further delay risk for Boeing Air Force One: report

New York, United States
Boeing has made progress
on its much-delayed new
planes for the U.S. presi-
dent dubbed Air Force
One when the leader is on
board but the project re-
mains vulnerable fo poten-
fial further postponement,
a government report said
Thursday.

The order for two new spe-
cially equipped Boeing
747-8 aircraft, known as
the VC-25B, are currently
scheduled for delivery in
mid-2028 and mid-2029.
The planes were originally
targeted for delivery by
the end of 2024.

“Boeing made progress on
some of the schedule risks
that we previously report-
ed” including the comple-

tion of the engineering
design for the environmen-
tal conftrol system and hir-
ing and Boeing’s hiring of
“more qualified mechan-
ics,” according to an an-
nual weapons report from
the US Government Ac-
countability Office.

“Other schedule risks re-
main, including the de-
tailed designs for the air-
craft interiors, fabrication
of the wire bundles, and
rework to correct defects
in structural modifications,”
the report said.

Signed in 2018 during Presi-
dent Donald Trump's first
term, the contract aimed
forinitial delivery of a plane
by the end of 2024.

The famed aircraft has

been back in the news this
week when Trump, now
back in office, took his first
fight aboard a new Air
Force One plane -- a Boe-
ing 747-800 giffed to him
by Qatar last year and rap-
idly refrofitted.

Trump used the plane to fly
to North Dakota to attend
an event at the Theodore
Roosevelt Presidential Li-
brary as part of celebro-
tions for the 250th anniver-
sary of American indepen-
dence.

- ‘Exceptional’ planes -

Critics have raised a host of
ethical, constitutional and
security concerns about
the gifting of an aircraft
worth hundreds of millions
of dollars by a foreign pow-

er like Qatar.

The Qatar plane is expect-
ed to serve as a stopgap
until the Boeing planes are
delivered.

Boeing deferred questions
about the timeframe fto

the Air Force but said it is
an *honor to be enfrusted”
with the contract.

“We confinue to make
steady progress on the VC-
25B program,” a Boeing
spokesperson said.]
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U.S. President Donald Trump disembarks from Air Force One at
Joint Base Andrews, Maryland on July 1, 2026.
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Ceuzany, Cape Verde's golden voice with volcanic emotion

Mindelo, Cape Verde
Barefoot, arms raised and
teeming with  emotion,
Ceuzany belts out the sig-
natfure frack from her latest
album, a song dedicated
to the fight against domes-
fic violence, in a power-
ful voice that sends shivers
through the Cape Verde
bar.

From the very first notes
the deep yet soaring tim-
bre of the song, part of a
new generatfion of Cape
Verdean music, sparks ap-
plause.

“Enough! We're calling it
quits, go your own way, |
am happy without you,”
several women sing from
the audience, joining the
musician who is moved to
tears.

On this late-May evening
in Mindelo, a city on the
archipelago nation’s Sao
Vicente island, passersby
who recognise the singer
stop in the street to join the
concert.

Ceuzany's voice ranges
from crystalline highs to
deep lows, as she per-
forms everything from jazz
to slam, commanding the
stage with wavy blonde
hair and earrings framing
her radiant face.

The day before she radiat-
ed infectious energy under
the bright lights of a music
video shoot, dancing with
abandon in a silver rhine-

Cape Verdean singer Ceuzany Pires sings next fo composer and guitarist Hernani Aimeida
during a concert at a bar in Mindelo, on May 26, 2026.

stone suit and Panama hat
to the galvanising percus-
sion of her latest and fourth
album.

The record blends saxo-
phone, percussion and the
cavaquinho, a popular
four-stringed instrument,
although some songs are
more stripped down, fea-
turing Ceuzany's voice
and an acoustic piano, or
a swaying zouk rhythm set
against the warm sound of
the ukulele.

“| started singing at age
12 in a competition in
Cape Verde, and | haven't
stopped since,” Ceuzany
Pires, 35, told AFP with a

beaming smile.

"My  grandmother had
dreamed of becoming a
renowned artist in Cape
Verde, but her parents
didn’t want her to sing.”
said the mother of two.

“She was always singing
serenades at home and
I was always listening. It is
thanks to her that | have
this taste for music and that
| deeply love singing,” she
added.

- ‘Soul coming through’ -

Ceuzanyis offen compared
to the legendary Cesaria
Evora, the “barefoot diva”

who infroduced the world
to two fraditional genres of
Cap Verdean music: mor-
na, which is characterized
by soft, nostalgic melodies
and coladeira, which fea-
tures a faster rhythm.

“Ceuzany is one of Cesar-
ia Evora’s heirs, as she is a
great morna singer,” said
her producer, Jose Da Sil-
va, who has served as pro-
ducer for both women.
“Ceuzany is capable of in-
jecting a bit of rap into co-
ladeira. She is just as com-
fortable with urban music
artists as she is with fradi-
fional ones,” he said.

U.S. actor Danny Glover says he has Alzheimer’s

Los Angeles, United States
“Lethal Weapon” star
Danny Glover revealed
Wednesday that he has
Alzheimer's disease and

is leaning on his family for
support as he lives with the
incurable condition.

The actor, who appeared
in critical hits including

U.S. actor, producer and humanitarian Danny Glover poses
during the opening ceremony of the é1th Monte-Carlo
Television Festival in Monaco, on June 17, 2022.

“The Color Purple” and
“Mandela,” as well as all
four installments of Mel
Gibson's maverick cop
franchise, told NBC's Les-
ter Holt he has been cop-
ing with the condition for
several years.

“I can live with it, in a
sense,” said Glover, 79.
“I'm sure as it advances,
things are going to be dif-
ferent and changing.”
Glover said the neurode-
generative disease has
affected his speech and
slowed his movement, but
that his family help him.
“They’'ve got my back,” he
said.

Glover, who won an hon-
orary Academy Award in
2022 in recognition of his

humanitarian work, is @
prolific actor with an im-
pressive range.
Memorable cinematic
roles have included a cor-
rupt police officer in the
Harrison Ford thriller “Wit-
ness” and a comedy turn
in Wes Anderson’'s ec-
centric “The Royal Tenen-
baums,” opposite Gene
Hackman.

He has also had a prolific
television career, with re-
curring roles in standards
including “Hill Street Blues”
and “ER.”

Alzheimer's disease is an
incurable type of demen-
tia that affects memory,
thinking and behavior and
progressively worsens, ac-
cording to The Alzheimer’s
Association..

Warm and funny, Ceuzany
is also “a true daughter of
Mindelo, she possesses that
same spontfaneity that Ce-
saria had"”.

The singer herself says that
she is ‘“immensely hon-
oured” to be part of the
Cesaria Evora Orchestra,
which performs around the
world to keep alive the mu-
sic of the "barefoot diva”
who died in 2011.

For musician Hernani Almei-
da, who arranged Ceuzo-
ny’s latest album and com-
posed several of its songs,
she is unique among the
new generation.

“When Ceuzany sings, you
feel soul coming through,”
said the guitarist, adding
that “it really tfouches peo-
ple”.

- ‘Queens’ -
Ceuzany's songs evoke
Mindelo, the ups and

downs of love, and difficult
topics like the ravages of
crack cocaine (“pedra”)
on the impoverished archi-
pelago located off west
Africa.

She says her fourth album
is very special to her "be-
cause it deals with domes-
tic violence”.

“I've been throughit,” Ceu-
zany said, explaining that “l
gathered the strength to
leave a toxic relationship”
that lasted nearly five years.
The ftitle track and single
“No fchal te Ii” ("We stop

here”) tells the story of a
romance that sours info a
cycle of physical and emo-
fional abuse.

Ceuzany, who has since
received numerous mes-
sages and has engaged
with women who are vic-
fims of domestic violence,
has turned the song into an
anthem of liberation and
self-empowerment.

“I believe women deserve
to be treated like queens.
That's the message | want
fo share with all women,
in Cape Verde and across
the world, because if |
managed to leave a toxic
relationship, you can do it
too,” she said, unable to
hold back tears.The art-
ist is at a pivotal moment
in her career, seeing the
first signs of international
recognition..]
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Budding chefs cook up new career at China’s BBQ academy

Yueyang, China

Hunched over sizzling grills
and shrouded in smoke,
trainees at the Yueyang
Barbecue Academy in
southern China roast skew-
er after skewer of succulent
beef tendon, perfecting
the skills that could land
them a restaurant job.
Zhang Tengfei, a former
factory worker who spent
a decade in the car indus-
try, joined China'’s first dedi-
cated barbecue school
hoping to launch a career
behind the grill.

“When | was laid off... | was
at aloss for a while,” Zhang,
34, told AFP at the acad-
emy in Hunan province,
handing a fistful of lightly
charred kebabs to an in-
structor for review.

Looking "“to start my own
business”, Zhang now plans
to open a stall in his home-
town in Henan province
to provide for his wife and
three children.

With  China’s economy
slowing and well-paying
jobs in traditional sectors
harder to come by, many
blue-collar  workers like
Zhang are looking to re-
frain.

For him and his classmates,
the month-long barbecue
course, which costs stu-
dents 5,800 yuan (around
$850), offers hope of new
employment as chefs or
restaurateurs.
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This picture taken on June 16, 2026 shows trainees preparing foodstuffs for a practical session at
Yueyang Barbecue Academy in Yueyang, in southern China’s Hunan province.

At the academy on the
banks of a quiet lake in
Yueyang city, frainees
spend six days a week
learning to cook ingredi-
ents from aubergine to
pork belly, and how to
run a kitchen, market their
products and turn a profit.
Though the academy only
admitted its first batch of
students in April, founder
Jiang Zongfu aims to train
10,000 grill masters within
five years.

- ‘Straight into business’ -
Interest is high, with more
than 4,000 applicants for

just 45 spaces on the June
course, the academy’s
second cohort.

They include novices
straight out of education,
laid-off construction work-
ers and barbecue business
owners seeking new inspi-
ration. “Barbecue requires
very little investment, and
the risk is low. One barbe-
cue stove can support a
family, so it's a very good
way to alleviate unemploy-
ment,” Jiang said.

Graduates from the first
franche have already es-
tablished street stalls across

China and a restaurant in
Vietnam.

Xu Shuai, a 24-year-old
who quit his job in social
media marketing to join the
course, plans to use short-
video platforms to promote
a restaurant after he grad-
uates.

“I can combine barbecu-
ing with my previous work
experience, which will be
an advantage for me,” Xu
said after attending a class
on editing videos for Douy-
in China’s version of TikTok.
“The academy allows me
to geft started quickly. After
just one month, | can get

Reviving Montenegro’s ‘ancient’ olive tree

Montenegro
At the edge of rugged
Montenegrin  foothills, a

years-long effort to save
one of the country’s oldest
olive trees, which locals say
dates back millennia, is fi-
nally bearing fruit -- literally.
The tree in the fown of Bar
was successfully harvested
in October for the first time
in four seasons, following
years of urgent restorative
work.

“It is believed that the
ancient Greeks brought
it here,” House of Olives
executive director Marija
Markoc told AFP, from un-
der its canopy.

The House of Olives, a
public company tasked
with maintaining the tree,
was established by the lo-
cal government as part of

an effort to save it after its
health began fo decline
rapidly in 2022.

Earlier this month, litfle
green fruit once again
fipped the tree’s gnarled
branches, a positive sign
for future harvests from the
free, which is closely tfied
to the small community of
Mirovica.

“They identify with how
much it has managed fo
overcome, and with the
fact that it is once again
bearing fruit and surviving.”
Olive trees dot the sur-
roundings of the coastal
tfown, with several said to
date back thousands of
years.

Markoc said that labora-
tory testing of trees in the

region conducted in 2015
placed Mirovica's free at
2,250 years which was not
even the oldest.

That age would put it
among some of the old-
est living olive frees in the
world but the species is
notoriously difficult fo date,
with previous analyses on
similarly  “ancient” trees
having difficulty pinpoint-
ing exact ages.

A 2024 study of the frees in
Lebanon found that one
roughly double the size
of Mirovica's could be at
least 1,000 years old -- but
most tree samples tested
were between 500 and 600
years old.

- Blood feuds to leisure
cruises -

Regardless, for locals,
the folklore surrounding
the tree’'s historic roots

has made it a symbol of
Mirovica, whose name de-
rives from the Montenegrin
word for peace, owing to

£yl casabi, i .

This photograph shows the old olive tree of the town of Bar,

straight info business.”

After morning theory class-
es, chefs teach practical
skills in the afternoon.

In the classroom, trainees
crowded around instruc-
tor Luo Duocheng as he
demonstrated slicing a slab
of beef, marinafing it, and
skewering the meat to form
identical kebalos.
“Barbecue isn't something
anyone can just see once
and then doit,” Luo said af-
ter his class.

"How they turn the food on
the barbecue should be
correct, the taste should
be standard, and the food
should look good.”

- Fiery competition -

To graduate, trainees must
pass an exam where they
cook for a panel of expert
judges.

But even with their grilling
certificate, success is not
assured.

Graduates will enter an
economy struggling with
weak consumer demand,
where year-on-year retail
sales contracted for the first
fime in three years in May,
and revenue in the cater-
ing sector rose a paltry 0.6
percent.

“There's a lot of competi-
tion because the barrier to
entry is quite low,” said Zhu
Zhilong, a restaurant owner
and teacher at the acad-

emy.d

its role as a meeting place
between warring clans.

“It has seen a great deal,
it has seen various recon-
ciliations, and it has seen
the suppression of blood
feuds,” Markoc said.

southern Montenegro, on July 1, 2026.
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Bones of contention: More research needed on ‘d’Artagnan

corpse’

The Hague, Netherlands
It's a story worthy of Alex-
andre Dumas himself.

After an illegal dig by an
archaeologist who stuffed
ancient remains in a plas-
tic shopping bag, the
world is no closer to know-
ing whether a skeleton un-
covered months ago in a
Dutch church belongs to
d'Artagnan of Three Mus-
keteers fame.

Following months of specu-
lafion and media reports
of bungled investigations,
the city hall of Maastricht,
where the bones were dis-
covered, finally admitted
on Thursday that six more
months of research were
needed.

The dig was initially con-
ducted by archaeologist
Wim Dijkman, who worked
without a permit or the
usual precise methodol-
ogy required, said Gilbert
Soeters, an archaeologist
from Maastricht city hall.

“It was a former colleague
who was first to do the dig.
Well, actually the word
‘dig’ isn't exactly right. This
was not an archaeological
dig,” Soeters told reporters
Thursday.

This photograph shows the inside of the Peter and Paul church in Maastiricht where a skeleton which
could belong to d’Artagnan, the French soldier who inspired the novel The Three Musketeers, was

found in an excavation pit opened in the floor, on March 27, 2026.

The city authorities hastily
tfook over with an “emer-
gency excavation” but
the damage of the first dig
has hampered their abil-
ity to state once and for all
whether or not the bones
are d’Artagnan’s.

“We would have liked to
know exactly where certain
remains, placed in a small
box in a shopping bag,

came from,” said Soeters.
“That would have consid-
erably simplified the mys-
tery with which we are now
confronted,” he added.
Dijkman is currently facing
legal action. Repeated
AFP efforts fo confact him
have proved unsuccessful.
“Because no archaeologi-
cal documentation was
prepared in accordance

with the usual standards
before the emergency ex-
cavation, part of the ar-
chaeological context has
been lost,” said city hall of-
ficials in a statement.

“The loss of information lim-
its the possibilities for fully
interpreting the grave and
the skeleton.”

- ‘Too much fish’ -

The jury is therefore still out
on whether the bones bur-
ied beneath the church
belong to d'Artagnan, the
swashbuckling French sol-
dier who inspired Dumas
and a series of TV adapta-
fions.

“The characteristics of the
skeleton are consistent
with what is known histori-
cally about d'Artagnan,
but they are not specific
enough fo allow a defini-
five identification. Further
research is therefore need-
ed,” said authorities.

Initial studies have however
revealed the person ate
too much fish for someone
like d’Artagnan, who came
from Lupiac in southern
France.

“"Analysis of the collagen
in the collected samples
clearly showed that fthis
person consumed a large
amount of saltwater fish: fish
accounted for between 27
and 30 percent of his usual
diet,” city officials said.

“This proportion is excep-
tionally high and does not
match the profile of a Gas-
con, who spent a large
part of his life in Paris and
Lille,” they added.]

Japan deploys bear cameras in mountains as attacks surge

Tokyo, Japan

Japan has begun install-
ing hundreds of cameras
in itfs northern mountains as
part of a nationwide sur-
vey of the bear population
following a surge in maul-
ings, an official told AFP on
Thursday.

Bears have killed at least
five people since April 1,
all in the northern region
of Tohoku, after a record
13 fatal attacks across the
country in the last fiscal
year, according to the en-
vironment ministry.

The animals have grown in
numbers in recent years, a
frend scientists atfribute in
part to a declining number
of people living in rural ar-
eas.

Residents in Tohoku live in
constant fear, with nation-
al media providing daily
coverage of bear sight-
ings at shopping arcades,
parks and schools.

To draw up an effective re-
sponse, authorities plan o
use more than 800 camer-
as to monitor the animails,
initially targeting six major
bear populations in Tohoku
before expanding the sur-
vey across the country
over the next four years,
environment ministry  offi-

cial Yu Takahashi told AFP.

Jars of honey mixed with
wine placed at about
human-head height are
meant to attract the bears.
The cameras will then cap-
ture each animal’s unique
white chest marks as it
stands on its hind legs to

A robotic wolf-shaped deterrent device is pictured outside
a convenience store at a rural area in Kiryu city, where bear
sightings have been increasing, in Gunma Prefecture on July
1, 2026.

sniff the sweet tonic.

“Unfil now, local govern-
ments surveyed bear pop-
ulations in their jurisdictions
at various times and using
various methods,” Taka-
hashi said.

“Our plan is to conduct a
more accurate survey by
focusing on population
groups,” he said.
Meanwhile, a man was ar-
rested on Thursday for ob-
struction of business, police
spokesman Kenji Goto told
AFP, after he had acciden-
tally set off anti-bear spray
in a post office in Nagoya
city.

Five people needed hos-
pital treatment after the
incident on Wednesday,
reports and officials said.
The 22-year-old Vietnam-
ese national, identified by
police as Huynh Nhat Duy,
apologised and fold of-
ficers he had discharged
the repellant unintention-

ally, according to media
reports.

- Urban sightings -

In recent months there has
been a jump in sightings
after the bears emerged
from hibernation, and
more bears have been
straying into urban areas.
This week, authorities said
they were investigating a
possible sixth fatality after a
man'’s body with bite marks
was found in a mountain-
ous area in Tohoku.
Authorities recommend
people avoid going alone
info the mountains -- which
make up some 80 percent
of Japan and to attach a
bell to their bags, and car-
ry bear sprays. These aero-
sols, sold in outdoor activity
stfores, contain capsaicin
the chemical component
in spicy chili peppers and
cause a burning and irritat-
ing sensation.]
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(Oranjestad)—We've talk-
ed about the best beaches
to visit on the island before,
but have you ever won-
dered how Aruba got its
white, sandy beaches, and
why there’s a clear differ-
ence between the north-
ern and southern shores?
Here are some fun facts
about the development of
Aruban beaches. How did
Aruba get its white, sandy

beaches?

Aruba’s beaches have de-
veloped over the span of
thousands of years. Waves
crashing on the rocky for-
mations along our coast
line (which consists mainly
of coral reefs) have started
to wear and tear the reefs
over fime, resulting in ifs
gradual breakdown. Fish
that feed off corals also

confribute to this—one
small bite at a time. Over
the course of thousands
of years, as waves confin-
ue to crash and fish con-
finue to eat off the corals,
sand starts to accumulate
around the area. Howev-
er, whether the sand stays
there is another question
to be answered, and this is
where we highlight the big-
gest difference between

the northern and southern
coast of the island.

The sand that accumulates
around a forn coral reef
is swept away along with
the debris by the ocean
stream. However, in areas
where it's shallow and the
stream is weaker, the sand
tends to sick to the bot-
tom faster. This is why the
beaches in the south—the
areas with weaker stream
and  shallower  ocean
floors—has sand that
stretches for miles. In con-
frast, the northern areaq,
where the stream is much
sfronger and the ocean
floor is much deeper, there
is no sand present—they

e FOTT e i

were swept away with the
currentl

Why is the north deep, but
the south shallow?

Aruba is a continental
island. The island actu-
ally forms part of South
America, and the space
between Aruba and the
South American continent
is simply referred to as land
that runs under the ocean.
This is why it gets gradu-
ally deeper in the south,
whereas the ocean floor in
the north runs steeply to the
bottom.(

Source: archival document
provided by the National Ar-
chive of Aruba (ANA).

Visit the historic museum at Fort Zoutman!

(Oranjestad)—Located in
the middle of downtown
Oranjestad, situated right
next to the government
building “Cocolishi”, is one
of the oldest buildings of
Aruba: Fort Zoutman. First
constructed in 1796, this
site has been used (or left
unused) in many ways and
have survived eras of war
and attempted disman-
fling.

When anyone refers to Fort
Zoutman, they are actu-
ally referring to two sepa-
rate buildings that, over the
years, have been merged:
the fort and the tower.

That's right, the iconic 5-sto-
ry, squared fower was not
part of the original structure
of the fort, and is actually
called “Willem Il Toren”.
Constructed in 1867, this
tower was named after the
then-reigning king of The
Netherlands, Willem lll. Wil-
lem Il Toren was originally
a light tower, but after are-
quest from Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Jan Helenus in 1866, it
also became a bell tower.

The fort itself was originally
constructed to protect

the commerce bay of
Paardenbaai from pirates
disreputable

and other

characters roaming the
Caribbean Sea. Unlike the
Willem |ll Toren, Fort Zout-
man had a more tumul-
tuous past, including the
on-and-off reception of
unwanted members of the
English military several times
(The Netherlands was at
constant war with England
back in the colonial era).

Over the years, both the
fort and the tower had
functioned as different
government center points,
including a tax and stamps
office. For some time these
two buildings also housed
a police precinct and jail,
and even experienced
abandonment until the Cul-
tural Center Aruba Founda-
tion (CCA) petitioned for ifs
renovation in 1964, turning
the site intfo the Historic Mu-
seum if currently is.

Despite its small size, The
Historic Museum guards a
rich depository of the com-
mercial, military and social
history of Oranjestad, offer-

ing a glance info how the
social culture of the town
came to be. If you are in-
terested in history and want
to learn more about Aruba,
then Fort Zoutman should
definitely be included into
your ifinerary.

The museum is open Mon-
day to Friday from 9am-
6pm, and Saturday from
10am-2pm.

Source: The Old Fort of Aruba
by Jan Hartog.
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QUALITY APARTMENTS
AND SUITES

..
www.arubagqualityapartments.com

All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms).
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets.
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach & 2 Large Supermarkets.

L e
FEEi FREE TO CONTACT OR VISIT US
Mon-Fri: 8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - Spm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free)
Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0213 (tcll free)
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba

Email: info@arubaqualityapartments.coml Whatsapp: (297) 734-3008
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Discover all the benefits that Aruba QualityApar’rments has to offer

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing
quality service in Aruba since 1995. On the premises
are a total of 73 apartments (46 Studio, 22 loft apart-
ments & 5 suites).

Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospital-
ity at affordable daily and monthly rates. All 73 apart-
ments are fully furnished and non-smoking. There
is free WIFI on the premises and free international
phone calls from the comfort of your room. There is a
fresh-water pool, a fitness room and a laundry room.
2 BBQ sefts outside. Free parking. And a security guard
at night.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently lo-
cated less than 1 mile from Aruba's beautiful Eagle
Beach, restaurants, hospital / pharmacy, casino’s, 2
large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cinema and a
golf course.

So please, for your next frip to Aruba book directly
with us at Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites.

Don’t hesitate to contact us... Marisella, Aislinn, Jo-
nigue & Alec.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites

Tel: (297)-582-0697

WhatsApp: (297)-593-9647

Email: info@arubaqualityapartments.com

Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Toll Free Calls from the USA & Canada: 1-866-470-1411
Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 8am-7pm.

Saturday & Sunday: 2am-5pm.

Facebook: @qualityapartments

Instagram: aruba_quality_apts
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Watch out for Blue Crab Migration near Savaneta

(Oranjestad)—The depart-
ment of nature & environ-
ment in Aruba are urging
motorists to watch out for
blue crabs crossing the road
in Pos Chiquito to make their
way to the ocean.

They added a new bright
yellow road sign with *Land
Crab Crossing” to remind
people to be cautious while
driving on the highway on
Pos Chiquito with blue crabs.

Blue crabs in Aruba are
found plenty near the beach
areas, especially in Pos Chig-
vito, because of the amount
of mangroves. They are
known to dig holes deep in
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the beach sand in seek of
humidity.

The diet of blue crabs con-
sists of decomposed trees,
insects, scorpions and rest of
dead animals.

Nesting season for blue crabs
is between June & July.

Why protect blue crabs?
Because they are of high
value for the ecology of the
mangroves. Conserving the
blue crabs is crucial for the
preservation of mangroves.

Watch out for crossing blue
crabs on the highway near
Pos Chiquito & Santo Largo.d



LocAL I#:\’%AY 3 JULY 2026

GA(GQMM‘Z Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

We're giving away

S50 Free Slot Play
to lucky slot and table

game players every
30 minutes from
7pm to Midnight!

Ploy Responsibly. Visit www.gomblersanonymous.org if you or someone you knew has o gombling problen,

Aruba’s nature is to be cherished

The national park Arikok
comprises almost 18 % of
the island. Its rugged ter-
rain, desert-like hills filled
with tall cacti, breathtaking
coastline and protected
local flora and fauna wel-
come you to be explored.
There are more places on
the island that are a pre-
served area like the Bubali
Plas which is a bird sanctu-

ary.

The national park Arikok
takes you on a memorable
journey of the island’s past
offering unique geological,
cultural and historical sites.
These can all be enjoyed

and explored either on your
own or during guided fours.
A wide variety of educa-
fional and informative pro-
grams and fun activities is
available.

Did you know that four of
the in total seven species
of sea turtle lay their eggs
on Aruba’s beaches during
breading season? In the
national park, a Least Tern
(Sternula antillarum) keeps
astrict eye on a very special
event taking place below
on the beach: a majestic
Leatherback (Dermochelys
coriacea) heads back to
sea after laying her eggs,

PSA for off-roaders:

Be careful when driving on rough terrains!

while another nest laid 2
months ago by the same
female hatches. A very
rare occurrence of day-
time nesting and hatching.
Sea turtles prefer nesting in
the cool and dark hours of
the night. And hatchlings
usually wait for the cue of
cooling surface sand be-
fore emerging.

Bubali Magic

This beautiful close-up im-
age of the pink bird is cour-
tesy of Michiel Oversteegen
of the Aruba Birdlife Con-
servation. This important
foundation showcases and
builds awareness of Aruba'’s
birds and other native flora
and fauna. You may have
seen a ‘pink cloud’ lately
at the Bubali or Spanish La-
goon Wetlands areas? It's
most likely to be Roseate
Spoonbills (Ajaia ajaja) or
‘Chucharon Cora’ as they
are known in Papiamento.
This unusual looking bird
forages in shallow muddy
water while sweeping its
flattened bill from side to

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Aunfie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique
Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

——
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side to catch small fish,
crustaeceans and other
aqguatic invertebrates. The
Roseate Spoonbill remains
anuncommon sight as they
are vulnerable to degrada-
tfion of feeding and nesting
habitats (Wetlands).

The afore mentioned is just
a part of what Aruba’s na-
fure has to offer. We cannot
stress enough fo go, see for
yourself. The island has the
most beautiful beaches
but it is also worthwhile to
go beyond this and get an
idea of our entire island.
Lately there is a discussion
going on about the effect

- & —— "~ — W

certain activities have on

our nature, for example the
ATV vehicles cause a lot of
dust, noise and leave tire
tfracks. Animals live in these
areas where the venhicles
run, offen with high speed
and with detrimental con-
sequences to flora and fau-
na. Motorized vehicles are
forbidden to drive on the
sand dunes in the Northern
part of the island and all
beaches in Aruba are for-
bidden for any motorized
vehicle. Treasure our island
to enjoy it like you do: as a
fropical and natural para-
dise. We fruly appreciate

it

(Oranjestad)—Aruba Today recently received
a message from a reader about the rough ter-
rains and dirt roads on the northern side of the
island, worried about how they may damage
you car.

We at Aruba Today pride ourselves in enhanc-
ing your Aruba experience through informative
arficles about our history, culture and places
you can visit. With this, we also want to make
sure you ftake care of yourself and your loved
ones.

You may encounter some dirt roads that have
deep holes or cracks that can be damaging if

you are traveling by (regular) car. These holes
often occur after heavy rain or during the rain-
ing season, primarily because Aruba is a hilly
island with a lot of downward streams, so rain
water travels downward creating cracks and
holes along the way.

For your own safety, please be advised to not
drive on potentially dangerous terrains or dirt
roads with deep holes if you are traveling by
regular car. We advise you fo rent a 4x4 vehi-
cle instead or better yet, plan your off-roading
frip with a four guide who can provide proper
vehicles and assistance.]
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The stories of “Compa Nanzi”

(Oranjestad)—The most
popular character you may
hear about in the Caribbean
is Anansi, known locally on
Aruba as “"Compa Nanzi”.
Local children grew up hear-
ing the tales of the conniving
spider, and his legacy forms
part of the oral narrative
fradition that is common in
Aruba.

Although the stories are
most popular in the Carib-
bean, “Compa Nanzi" is not
entirely unknown globally,
especially not in the West
African region. Brought to
the “new world” by enslaved
Africans from Ghana, the his-
torical thread of how Nanzi
was infroduced on Aruba fol-
lows the enslaved Africansin
Curacao during the coloniall
era, which saw the biggest
population of enslaved Af-
ricans in the Dutch Carib-
bean.

The stories of Compa Nanzi
were a sign of hope for free-
dom among the slaves, who
passed around different sto-
ries involving the famous spi-
der through word of mouth,
due to not being able to
express their native culture
in the new world. These sto-
ries were a way to not only
preserve their culture, but it
acted as a medium forrelief
during the harsh treatment to

which they were subjected
fo.

It wasn't until the end of the
nineteenth century that the
stories of Nanzi were written
down in different languages.
However, not all stories are
completely alike in every
counftry, as is the risk of oral
story telling. However, one
thing will always be domi-
nant in Compa Nanzi's sto-
ries: his sneaky ways to get
what he wanfts!

How Nanzi fooled the king
One day Nanzi was taking a
stroll near the castle of Shon
Arei, the king. He had this
sudden urge to walk in. He
didn’t think too much about
it and committed to what he
had in mind. It was a warm
afternoon, and the castle
personnel were taking their
afternoon nap. Even the sol-
dier guarding the castle door
was fast asleep, snoring so
loud that his beard bounced
up and down on his chin.
Nanzi just slipped past him,
looked back for a moment
then walk right on in.

Nanzi stumbled upon the
king's quarters. With all his
excitement he saf in the
king's throne, and put on
his crown that was hanging
on the side of the throne. It
was very hot that day, and
it wasn't long until Nanzi too

P

fell asleep, right there on
the king's throne. He was
so deep in sleep and snor-
ing so loud, that even when
the king found him in his seaf,
Nanzi did not even nofice.

Shon Arei was flabbergasted
by the sight of Nanzi on his
throne, wearing his crown.
How disrespectfull “Soldiers,
get him!” he commanded.
Nanzi was sound asleep, but
when the soldiers picked him
up, he jumped from fright.
By then though, the soldier
already had himin their hold.

“Put himin a sack, stitch it up
and throw himin the ocean!”
the king said furiously. Two
soldiers immediately entered
the chamber, took the crown
off Nanzi's head and pushed
him in a sack.

Nanzi was terrified; it looks
like this time he won't get
away with his schemes. To
get to the ocean, the soldier
walked along distance, and
where beginning to feel very
thirsty. Luckily they passed
by a pub, and decided to
have a nice cold beer. They
set the sack with Nanzi in it
outfside and went to enjoy
the refreshments. Nanzi was
still trembling with fearin the
sack.

Whatis that he hearse A herd
of sheep walking by?

"" T

listen herel”

“"Compadre,
Nanzi screamed as loud as
he could. The sheep herder
got close to the sack. “What
is this2™

“Man, there is something
very beautiful in here that
you can see. It's very rare
and strange, but indeed,
there is something so beau-
fiful in here that you've never
seen or will ever see,” Nanzi
fold the herder.

The herder, very dumb, be-
lieved Nanzi's word. “Let me
seel” he said.

“Well if you must insist,”
Nanzi said, “I'll let you take
a look, but only for a quick
second.” The herder opened
the sack, and Nanzi imme-
diately jumped out. Before
the herder could even take
a look into the sack, Nanzi
pushed him in it, and the
herder fell head first in.

Nanzi didn’t waste any time,
and closed off the sack reall
fight. He then picked up the
herder's hat and starting
walking behind the travel-
ing sheep as if nothing hap-
pened. After a little while,
the soldiers headed back
outside to continue their
journey. As they picked up
the sack, the poor herder
started screaming to let him
out, but the soldiers ignored
him, thinking it was Nanzi.

Shon Arei went stfroling a
while later. He thought to
himself: “This fime Nanz
could not get away with

his foolishness. He probably
drowned in that sack ages
ago.” That is why, when he
saw Nanzi walk behind the
herd of sheep on the street,
he was flabbergasted again.
“Nanzi! Aren’t you suppose
to be at the bottom of the
ocean floorg”

“I'was, Your Majesty,” Nanzi
replied. But you know what;
there are so many things to
see down there in the sack!
Like this herd of sheep. See-
ing that they had no herd-
er, | started walking behind
them and gained their frust
pretfty quickly. Af the bottom
of the ocean there are so
many wonderful things, like
diamonds, and bags of gold.
Chests of silver and other pre-
cious stfones,” Nanzi told the
king.

“"What is that you say?2” the
king was infrigued. "l want
to see it tool”

The king immediately de-
manded to his soldiers to be
putin asack and be placed
in the ocean. Naturally, Shon
Arei died because of this.
He was never found again.
Nanzi followed the soldier
back to the castle, where
saf once again on the late
king's thrown and put his
crown on. He took possession
of all of Shon Arei's belong-
ings, and lived the rest of his
life as king.[d

Story and pictures are from
“Kon Nanzi a Nek Shon Arei (i
otro kuentanan antiano di e
arana sabi)” by Nilda Pinto.
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous “Red” Anchor

At the south east coast of
the island, standing alone
on a windswept and bar-
ren land stands a popular
Aruba landmark - a large
anchor. It overlooks the sea
just beyond, watching over
the shipping lanes. It stands
there in memory and in hon-
or of all ssamen who have
lost their life at sea. Usually a
bright red color, the anchor
was painted blue this yearin
celebration of the 50th an-
niversary of Aruba’s flag and
anthem.

Where to find the anchor?
The anchor is a "must see”
londmark when you visit
Aruba. It is among the most
photographed  historical
landmarks for the island.
You want to make sure you
add this stop on your itiner-
ary when you're visiting the
south coast of Aruba. The
bright red anchor against
the backdrop of the deep
blue Caribbean Sea and
the azure blue skies, make
a great backdrop for your
vacation pictures.

The anchoris located af the
entrance to Gate 6 to the
former Lago Colony. It is on
the outskirts of Seroe Colo-
rado, on the south east point
of the island at the “T” junc-
fion to Baby Beach.

Depending on where you
are staying on the island, fol-
low the signs that indicate
the way to Baby Beach.
Once you reach the T-junc-
tion, it will be right in front of
you.

About the anchor

Size

It will be hard to miss the an-
chor, it's huge! The anchor
that weighs 21,772 kilos is ap-
proximately 10 feet 6 inches
wide and 15 feet, 6 inches
tall.

On the anchor there are
some numbers.The 4112 and
4115, which are believed to
be the serial numbers that
refer to the “fluke” or hori-
zontal and vertical parts of
the anchor, respectively.
The number 21772K refers
to the weight of the anchor
in kilos.

This type of anchor was man-
ufactured by Hoesch Dort-
mund Horde, at a foundry

located in Germany.

Where did the anchor come
from?

There are a number of sto-
ries as to the origins of the
anchor, which one do you
think it wase (Unfortunately
the mystery has never been
solved, so your imagination
can pick which one you
think it might bel)

Story 1:

“According fo Mr. Manuel
M. Curiel, an ex-Lago Tug
Captain, afully laden VLCC
(Very Large Crude Carrier)
was seeking a mooring at
the 15-mile anchorage,
known as Bara, on the south-
ern part of the island. This is
the usual shallow mooring
location for ships awaiting
orders, etc. The weather was
rough with strong current.
The normal procedure is that

they would walk out three
shackles (about 90 feet) until
the anchor touches the bot-
fom while the chain must
rest on the bottom. Subse-
qguently, they will walk out
some extra shackles and
when the ship starts to swing
or lean on one side, the an-
choris properly set. Because
of the rough weather, un-
forfunately they did not get
the time to walk out the ex-
fra tackles and because of
the fension exerted on the
winch, it broke, and they lost
the anchor and its chain.”

Story 2:

“Mr. Curiel also said that at
one time a small tanker with
a Korean crew, while lifting
their anchor also lifted an-
other anchor near the inner
harbor. When the ship asked
for assistance, he went with
his tugboat along with a

barge, to help. But eventual-
ly they had to cut the chain
and let the anchor go to the
bottom because they could
not untangle them. ”

How did the anchor become
a landmark?

Sometime between 1980
and 1985, three gentlemen
(Mr. Wim Martinus - the
Harbormaster of Aruba; Mr.
August Genser — the ex-
Division Superintendent of
Lago’s Laboratory; and Mr.
Willie Davis), were having a
conversation with Mr. Char-
lie Brouns Jr., local business-
man. Charlie, who was a vi-
sionary and had dreams for
developing the San Nicolas
areq, told these gentlemen
that he would like to come
up with something innova-
five for the San Nicolas area
to draw tourism to the area.

The “anchor”, which at that
time was being stored at the
Oranjestad harbor, was sug-
gested as an option. Char-
lie liked the ideal He then
contacted the President of
Lago for permission to ac-
quire the anchor. He was
granted permission and the
anchor was then relocated
tfo its present location and
dedicated “To All Seamen”
on the occasion of the clos-
ing of the Lago QOil Refinery
on March 31, 1985.

Through the years

Through the years the An-
chor was slowly weathering
from the wind and salt. As
fime passed, sadly the origin
and purpose of the anchor
slowly faded away from
people’s memories.

After Charles Brouns Jr. died
on September 15, 2004, his
friend Mr. Sam Speziale, re-
quested assistance from the
management of Valero Aru-
ba Refinery to help maintain
the monument. The Valero
Aruba Refinery graciously
sandblasted and painted
the anchor and poured a
concrete pad around it.
On April 17, 2005, the an-
chor monument was rededi-
cated "“To All Seamen” in a
formal ceremony in memory
of Charles Brouns Jr.

Today, the anchor stands
both as memorial to all sea-
man who have lost their lives
at sea, but also as a silent
reminder that Seroe Colo-
rado is part of San Nicolas
and that San Nicolas is still a
vibrant and important part
of the island of Aruba.

The best time to visit

When you're planning your
visit to the south end of the
island, you will want fo in-
clude in your itinerary the
many things to see and do
there. The anchor will be just
one of these stops, (keep an
eye out for our future edi-
tions, we publish our recom-
mendations!).

With that being said, | have
to say, if you enjoy catching
a sunrise, the anchor is one
of the best places on the is-
land to catch the sunrise. But
in reality, anytime is a good
fime to visit, depending on
your personal schedule.]
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba’s visitors.

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply
voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other
establishments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO's infernational
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to
buy bottled water from the
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store.

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or
10pm, Monday through
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CANIVAL HORIZON

GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS

FREEWINDS
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Arrival: 6:00 | Departure: ...

Arrlval: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Barth: 8

Arfival: B:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Barth: C

| Barth: E

Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

Safety

Since February 2024, Aruba
has been categorized as
the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe.

¥ CRUISE SHIP

FREEWINDS
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7Marsh 4 Talk s[L[o BE.EE LIL[E

hopper inces- Tlo[T{A[L[SR[V[S[E
11 Large santly il ’; | rg 3 E AR
lizard about 3 RAE
12 See 5 Studio 3 BiR
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roofs and club
; g'awr? 7 ‘;:VT&SK@Y 20 Decade 31 Barista’s
5Bert olaers divisions  creation
places‘ 8 With 12- o4 “Very 33 Do a
16 God with Across, funny!” heckout
a hammer Brat Pack online checkou
18 Sanction ~ actor 22 Gimlet chore
21 Serengeti 9 Athena’s b 34 Taxing
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42 Petty fight
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AXYDLBAAXR
SLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single leiters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
3-7 CRYPTOQUOTE
LIX QTGQBWX BH D FGKLXG
KW LB NXXQ PKEKRKYDLKBM
HGB] CXWLGBVKMO KLWXRH.
— DRAXGL PDITW
Cryptoquote: LET ME LIVE, LOVE,
AND SAY IT WELL IN GOOD SENTENCES. —
SYLVIA PLATH
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SUDOKU

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.

King Classic Sudoku
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WHO declares cruise ship hantavirus
outbreak over

Geneva, Switzerland

The World Health Organizo-
fion on Thursday declared
an end to the deadly
hantavirus outbreak on a
cruise ship which sparked
international alarm, after
the last person left quaran-
fine.

There were 12 confirmed
and one probable case
stemming from the MV
Hondius, including three
deaths.

But while the outbreak is
now over, for scientists and
experts, the work is only in
its early stages, as they try
fo learn lessons from the
episode that friggered a
global health alert.
“Today, the final contact
of a person exposed to
hantavirus on the cruise
ship MV Hondius complet-
ed their quarantine period,
tested negative and re-
turned home,” WHO chief
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus told a press con-
ference.

“No further cases have
been reported since May
25.

“"We are therefore very
pleased to say that WHO
considers the outbreak of
hantavirus over.”

The Dutch-flagged ship set
off April 1 from Ushuaia, Ar-
gentina, taking in remote
islands in the South Atflantic
Ocean, including Tristan
da Cunha, before heading
north to Tenerife in Spain’s
Canary Islands, where re-
maining passengers were
evacuated.

The polar exploration ship
finally docked on May 18in
Rotterdam harbour in the
Netherlands.

On May 30, the ship was
cleared to put to sea
again after cleaning and
disinfection.

Quest for future vaccines -
Tedros said more than 650
contacts were identified
and followed up by health
authorities in 33 countries
and territories.

He said the WHO would
continue working to under-
stand the outbreak, and
the virus itself.

“"We are also coordinating
a study involving 21 coun-
tries to understand how the

The Dutch Hantavirus-hit cruise ship MV Hondius arrives to dock

at the port of Rotterdam on May 18, 2026.

disease develops, which
will support the develop-
ment of diagnostics, thera-
peutics, and vaccines for
future outbreaks,” Tedros
said.

Spread by rodents, hanta-
virus is a rare virus for which
no vaccines or specific
freatments exist.

The Andes species behind
the Hondius outbreak is
the only strain of hanta-
virus known fo be able to
jump from human to hu-
man.

It had been thought that
a passenger on the ship
caught the virus while trav-
elling in regions of Argen-
fina where it is endemic.

However the country’s
health ministry announced
in June that an investiga-
fion in a second Argenfine
province had failed to find
any virus-carrying rodents.

Diana Rojas Alvarez, the

WHO'’s high impact epi-
demics chief said the Hon-
dius outbreak could be
declared over as it was no
longer a public health risk.
“However, Andes virus and
other hantaviruses are still
a public health threat for
South America and some
other endemic areas,” she
said.

Experts need to keep moni-
toring such viruses and pre-
paring for further spread,
and involve local commu-
nities in preparedness and
prevention.

“The work on hantaviruses
needs to continue over
time,” she said.

The WHO hoped the epi-
sode might spur ifs mem-
ber states into finally com-
pleting the missing part
of the Pandemic Agree-
ment later this month,
so it may finally become
operational.]

How to_seach us!

CLASSIFIEDS

To all Time Share Owners
That want to sell your property
Condo and house

Contact me at :
011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf Club

Palm beach

3 BR 3 bath ocean view
sleep 12

Gold Season

( May to 15 Dec)

Price :$30,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House For Sale

Salifia Serka

10 min walk to eagle beach
Near super food super market
9 Room 9 bath good for airbnb
With salt water pool

Price :$ 1,000,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Condominium across eagle
beach

2 BR 2 1/2 bath

On the 4 th floor pool / ocean
view

Price :$1,350,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Ocean Club
Palm beach

2 x 1 BR Ocean View
Platinum season

Price :$ 20,000 each

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

New Condo for sale

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 Bath

3 min walk to eagle beach

Price :$ 525,000

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
220395

House for sale

Fixer upper

Pos chigito

Near mangel halto beach
3 BR 1 bath

Property land 622 m2
Price :$1,100,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Fixer upper

Pos chigito

Near mangel halto beach
2 BR 1 bath

Property land 395 m2
Price :$790 ,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

DOCTOR ON
DUTY
Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 5274000 | Tel. 524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Sta. Anna
Tel. 586 8181

San Nicolas:
Seroe Preto
Tel. 584 4833

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850

Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic_588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police .., 100 ..
Police Oranjestad 527 3140
Police Noord . 927 3200,
Police Sta. Cruz 5272900

Police San_Nicolas . 584 5000

Police Tipline . 11141
Ambulance L
Fire Dept. . ocnncend 1R eccisnse
Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

TaxiTas . ... 587 5900
Prof. Taxi . .....5880035
TaxiD.T.S. ......5872300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 5833232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

Aruba Food Bank

Tel. 5880002 oo
FAVI- Visually Impaired

Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Against Domestic Violence(FCVR)
Tel. 583 5400

e
Tel. 5248888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

GENERAL INFO

Phone Directory  ........Te!. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Mythos and the fight over America’s most powerful Al

Washington, United States
After a U.S. government
greenlight, global access
to Anthropic’s powerful Al
model Fable 5 along with
restricted access to the
even more powerful Mythos
5 has been retored, follow-
ing a standoff that strained
fies between Washington
and Silicon Valley.

- What is Mythos? -

Mythos is the name of the
most advanced series of
Al models made by An-
thropic, the San Francis-
co company behind the
Claude chatbot. Mythos is
especially good at finding
weaknesses in  computer
systems and at fixing them.
Because that skill could
be used by hackers, An-
thropic did not release the
full version to the public at
first. Only a small group of
trusted partners first in the
United States only, then in-
ternationally could use it.
On June 9, Anthropic re-
leased a public, safer ver-
sion called Fable 5. It had
safety filters built in to stop
people from misusing ifs

JAN'S
Editor

Caribbean Speed Printers N.V.
Aruba Bank N.V.Acc.#332668
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V.

Acc.#23951903
RBCRoyal Bank Acc.#1330772
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[ —

Editors
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Angenette Figuereo
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classified@cspnv.com
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accounting@bondia.com

Social / Website

Juan Luis Pinto

Weststraat 22
T: 582-7800
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W: www.arubatoday.com
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This photograph shows the logo of the Al assistant “Claude Mythos” built by the U.S. artificial
intelligence safety and research company Anthropic displayed on a smartphone’s screen in

Brussels on June 10, 2026.

hacking skills.

- How did the export ban
happen? -

Just three days after Fable
5 launched, the govern-
ment ordered Anthropic
fo cut off access to both
Fable 5 and Mythos 5 for
anyone who was not a US

citizen, even Anthropic’s
own foreign employees.
Since Anthropic could not
easily check users' nafion-
ality, it shut down Fable 5
and Mythos 5 for everyone,
everywhere,

The government said some-
one had found a way to
“jailbreak,” or trick, Fable 5

intfo giving dangerous infor-
mation. Anthropic said the
problem was minor and
that other Al models could
do the same thing.

- Why the U-turn? -

Before Mythos's arrival,
the Trump administration
wanted fewer rules on Al

companies, not more, hop-
ing that would help the U.S.
beat China in the Al race.
But Mythos came onto the
scene when Trump's rela-
fionship with Anthropic was
already rocky.

In  February, Anthropic,
which has tfies to Demo-
crats and pushes a pro-
safety stance on Al, refused
fo let the Pentagon use its
Al without limits on surveil-
lance and weapons.
Trump in response ordered
every government agency
to stop using Anthropic’s
products, calling the com-
pany ‘“Leftwing nut jobs”
on social media. Some
observers believe the gov-
ernment’s decision to curb
the release of Mythos 5
and Fable 5 was politically
motivated and connected
to this earlier spatf, not Al
safety.  Anthropic archri-
val OpenAl, the ChatGPT-
maker that enjoys smooth-
er ties with the Trump White
House, was asked to re-
strict the release of its own
Mythos-equivalent technol-
ogy, GPT-5.6 to a limited set
of approved partners.]

India asks Meta to hold WhatsApp username rollout
over fraud fears

New Delhi, India

India has asked Meta to
hold off launching its user-
name feature on What-
sApp in the world’'s most
populous country, citing
concerns over fraud and
impersonation, media re-
ports said Thursday.

The move comes as au-
thorities in India grapple

with a spike in cybercrime,
with scammers exploiting
low digital safety aware-
ness among millions of in-
ternet users.

WhatsApp, owned by
US. tech giant Meta, said
Monday that users world-
wide would be able to
connect via unique user-
names instead of sharing

This illustration photograph taken on July 2, 2026 shows the
new upcoming Usernamer feature on U.S. instant messaging
software WhatsApp, displayed on a smartphone with the
backdrop of India’s national flag in New Delhi.

their phone numbers, an
upcoming feature it said
was designed to enhance
privacy.

India, WhatsApp's larg-
est market with more than
half a billion users, voiced
concerns Wednesday that
the change could make it
easier for fraudsters to tar-
get victims.

In a letter to Meta, the Min-
istry of Electronics and In-
formation Technology said
the feature could lead to
anincrease in online fraud,
phishing, digital  arrest
scams and impersonation
attacks, the Indian Express
newspaper reported.
“There is a possibility that
bad actors may claim
usernames... and message
other users while pretend-
ing to be someone they
are not,” the English-lan-
guage daily quoted a se-
nior government official as
saying.

“For those who may not be

technologically aware to
make out the difference,
it could be a huge chal-
lenge.”

The ministry has asked
Meta not to roll out the
feature until consultation
on the matter is over, the
paper added.

Last month, Meta appoint-
ed Indian fintech titan Ku-
nal Shah as the new head
of WhatsApp.

Meta said the feature was
not yet live in India and
that it had already re-
served usernames for pub-
lic figures and verified ac-
counts.

“To protect against imper-
sonation, we've held the
highest-profile names...
so they can only ever be
claimed by their legitimate
owners,” it said in a state-
ment.

“Users still require a phone
number to use WhatsApp
and we've built multiple
layers of defense against
scams into usernames.”]
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Team Visma-Lease a bike's Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard celebrates on the podium with the
trophy inspired by a mask of ‘La Patum de Berga’ traditional festival, after winning the sixth stage
of the 2024 ‘Volta a Catalunya’ cycling tour of Catalonia, a 158 km race between Berga and the
Sanctuary of La Mare de Deu de Queralt in Berga, on March 28, 2026.

Pogacar expects Vingegaard Tour de

France battle to last ‘years’

Barcelona, Spain

Tour de France cham-
pion Tadej Pogacar said
on Thursday that his rivalry
with Jonas Vingegaard is
pushing both riders “to new
heights”.

The pair have won the last
six editions of the Tour de
France between them,
and have finished first and
second in each of the last
five -- something which had
never happened before.
Slovenian Pogacar has four
Tour wins to Vingegaard's
two but the Dane has won
all three of cycling’s Grand
Tours following his Giro
d’'lItalia victory in May.

World champion Pogacar
has yet to win the Vuelta a
Espana, where he finished
third in his only appear-
ance in 2019.

And the 27-year-old insisted
that the Tour is not going to
be a straight fight between
him and Vingegaard, 29,
poinfing to his own UEA
Team Emirates team-mate
Isaac del Toro as a poten-
fial challenger.

“I don’t think that he’s the
only one that can come
close,” Pogacar said about
Vingegaard.

“I think that there are quite
a few guys here that can
aim for the victory, right

next to me,” he added at
Thursday's pre-Tour press
conference, indicating
Mexican Del Toro.

“But the competition be-
tween me and Jonas, of
course, the last few years
was spectacular.

“And | think it will contin-
ve for a few more years, |
hope. We will see.

“I think we push each other
to the new heights every
year. So we will see how far
we go this year.”

- ‘Better and stronger’ -
Although Vingegaard has
beaten Pogacar at the
Tour twice in 2022 and 2023
the general feeling is that
the Slovenian has stepped
up alevel since then.

He is aiming for a record-
equalling fifth Tour triumph
this year.

But Visma-Lease a Bike
leader Vingegaard said
that his preparation for the
Tour has gone as well as he
could have hoped for.

He has started three stage
races this year, winning all
three.

“Both befter and stronger,”
he said when asked how
he felt.

“I would even say more
happy in a mental state
also.

“I've had a very good year
so far this year and I've en-

joyed riding a bit more this
year than | did last year.”
Success breeds confi-
dence, particularly in
Vingegaard’s case.

The 12 wins he has had al-
ready this season is double
the number he managed
in the whole of 2025.

“On one hand, of course |
had a very good season so
far already with the three
races I've done,” he said.
“Of course it takes some
pressure off me and off
the team, but the Tour de
France is sfill the biggest
race.

“It's sfill the race you really
want to win.”

And in that, he knows there
is one man better than him,
although he has the assur-
ance that he is the only
rider to have ever beaten
Pogacar at the Tour.

“I still think that Tadej is
probably the best rider who
has ever been in a bunch,”
said Vingegaard.

“It's something that I'm ex-
fremely proud of (having
beaten him) and also gives
me motivation to try to do
it again and fo fry to do it
this year.

“To also give the confi-
dence that | am one of
the guys who can actually
challenge him."(4

Alex Ovechkin #8 of the Washington Capitals prepares for a
face off in the second period against the Pittsburgh Penguins
on April 12, 2024 at Capital One Arena in Washington, D.C.

Ovechkin returning to
Caps for 22nd NHL season

Washington, United States

Alex Ovechkin, the NHL's all-time leading goal scorer,
will return for a 22nd season with the Washington Capi-
tals, the club announced on Thursday.

The Capitals said in a statement that the Russian great
has signed a one-year confract with an average an-
nual value of $4.25 million.

“I'm back!” Ovechkin said in comments posted on
the Caps website. “Thank you to everyone for giving
me and my family the time to make this decision. I'm
healthy. | love playing hockey and competing to win.
I'm excited to come back and join my teammates so
we can fight for a playoff spot and have a chance to
win. See you in September, DC!”

Ovechkin, who turns 41 in September, was the first
overall draft pick by the Capitals in 2004, arriving in the
NHL in 2005 after launching his pro career with Dyna-
mo Moscow at the age of 16.

He led the Capitals to the Stanley Cup in 2018, but last
season Washington fell short of a playoff berth.
Ovechkin had said when the season ended that he
would decide his future after consulting with his family,
indicating that he hoped to keep playing but wanted
to contend for another title.

Ovechkin led the Capitals with 32 goals last season to
take his record career total to 929.

He surpassed Wayne Gretfzky as the league’s all-fime
leading goal scorer when he tallied his 895th in April
of 2025.

He also ranks first in NHL history in power-play goals
(331), game-winning goals (141) and overtime goals
(27).

“Our entire organization is thriled that Alex has decid-
ed to continue playing,” Capitals General Manager
Chris Patrick said in a statement.

“Alex has proven year after year that he can produce
offensively and that he is sfill the driving force of our
team.”

Since Ovechkin said in April that contending for a Cup
was a key consideration in whether he'd return, the
Capitals have acquired Jordan Kyrou and Alex Tuch,
who each have three 30-goal seasons in the league.
“We are excited about the additions we made this off-
season to bolster our lineup and make our group more
competitive,” Paftrick said. “We believe that our roster
is well balanced and will help create more opportuni-
ties for Alex to create offense and score goals.

“In addition, his presence in our locker room especial-
ly with our young players will continue to be an enor-
mous boost for our organization and will help shape
our team culture for years to come.”d
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Superb Swiatek, Zverev cruise into Wimbledon last 32

London, United Kingdom
lga Swiatek put a stutter-
ing start to her Wimbledon
fitle defence firmly behind
her by powering fo a state-
ment second-round vic-
tory over Karolina Pliskova,
while Alexander Zverev
also eased through on
Thursday.

Reigning champion Swi-
atek, who struggled fo
hold back tears after bat-
tling past Taylor Townsend
in the first round, was back
fo her ruthless best in a 6-1,
6-3 dismantling of former
world number one Pliskova
in 70 minutes.

“For sure the first round was
really emotional but today
| felt like it's another day
at the office, | need to be
ready, be sharp,” said Swi-
atek.

The Pole, who has been
inconsistent since winning
her sixth Grand Slam title
at the All England Club 12
months ago, will next face
the Philippines’ Alexandra
Eala, who beat Serena Wil-

liams’ first-round conqueror
Maya Joint.

Pliskova, who returned to
the tour this year after a
long-term injury absence,
was no match for the third

| &k
Ed
Poland’s Iga Swiatek returns to Czech Republic’s Karolina Pliskova during their women’s singles

second round tennis match on the fourth day of the 2026 Wimbledon Championships at The All
England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, on July 2, 2026.
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THE CASINO AT

THE RITZ-CARLTON
ARUBA

JUNES5 - JULY 17, 2026

EVERY FRIDAY FROM 9:30PM - 11:30PM
Every 35 points /$17.50 Theo Win = 1 raffle ticket.

(same day earning)

9 LUCKY WINNERS OF
$2,500 IN TOTAL PRIZES

Must be over the age of 18 years. The Casino ar The Rirz-Carlton, Aruba encourages Responsible Gaming.

seed.

The 25-year-old Swiatek
has reached at least the
third round on each of her
past 26 Grand Slam ap-
pearances since losing in

round two at the 2019 U.S.
Open.

Eala, the 29th seed, be-
came the first woman from
the Philippines to reach

the third round of a Grand
Slam, beating Joint 3-6,
6-2, 6-0 on araucous Court
Three.

“I think the atmosphere fo-
day was amazing, it was
electric, respectful and all
that | could have hoped
for,” said the 21-year-old.
Last  year's  runner-up
Amanda Anisimova came
back from a break down
in the third setf to beat So-
fia Kenin in a deciding tie-
break.

Former Australian Open
champion Madison Keys
ended home inferest in
the women's singles, beat-
ing Britain’s Katfie Swan in
straight sets.

Elena Rybakina, the 2022
Wimbledon champion,
stepped up her bid fo
take the world-number-
one ranking from Aryna
Sabalenka next week with
a ruthless 6-1, 6-2 rout of
American Caty McNally.
Rybakina meets Belgian
25th seed Elise Mertens for
a place in the last 16.]



