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NIGHTLY THEMED WATERSHOW

Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

Earn
DOUBLE POINTS
all day long!

Use your Players’ Club card
to play our slots and we'll
DOUBLE your points!

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Voldez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume lewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavers | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

GA(GQW&Q Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 268.9000 | casinoalhambra.com
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‘Strategic distraction?’ Trump ramps up Al memes ahead of

midterms

Washington, United States
From handcuffed extro-
terrestrials to an orbital mis-
sle command center U.S.
President Donald Trump
is unleashing a relentless
stream of Al-generated im-
agery that analysts view as
an effort to dominate the at-
tention economy ahead of
perilous midterm elections.
Artificial intelligence has
fransformed Trump's Truth
Social feed info a cascade
of memes skewering his po-
litical rivals and glorifying
himself, with the communi-
cafions style echoed across
his administration.

The attention-grabbing
posts come as Trump’s ap-
proval ratings slide to new
lows ahead of elections in
November, in which his Re-
publican Party is seeking to
maintain its narrow control
of Congress.

Trump is “facing many
problems that he has failed
to solve,” including an un-
popular war with Iran and
inflation, Todd Belt, director
of the political management
program at George Wash-
ington University, told AFP.

“So, he's flooding the infor-
mation environment with
positive images of himself,
parficularly images that
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A screen displays Al-modified videos of House Minority Leader Hakeem lJeffries (D-NY) and U.S.
Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) that were shared on social media by President
Donald Trump in the Brady Press Briefing Room at the White House on October 01, 2025 in

Washington, DC.

make him look large and in
charge.”

For a president facing mul-
fiple challenges, Trump has
averaged about 20 posts a
day on Truth Social this year,
researchers say, with many of
those posts sometimes part
of late-night tirades featuring
Al-generated imagery.
During one particularly ac-
five stretch last weekend,
one post showed Trump
riding horseback beside
George Washington, next to

a race car, with the White
House in the background.
Another depicted an en-
larged image of Trump
towering over Greenland
beneath the words “Hello,
Greenland!”

Trump has raised alarm by re-
peatedly threatening to take
over Denmark’s autonomous
territory, saying it is vital for
national security.

- ‘Diverting attention’ -
Another image showed

Trump looming over war-
ships, dressed as a military
commander clad in gold
armor, as fighter jets flew
overhead.

Trump may be attempting
to control the narrative with
such Al-generated imagery,
some observers say, even as
he triggers backlash -- such
as with his now-deleted post
depicting himself as Jesus
Christ.

“Trump’s Al ftrial balloons
are yet another strategic

Kennedy Center drops Trump name from website

Washington, United States
The Kennedy Center on
Monday dropped U.S.
President Donald Trump's
name from the website of
the performing arts venue.
The building in the nation’s
capital that houses the
Kennedy Center confin-
ues, however, to display
Trump’'s name on its fa-
cade for the time being.

A federal judge ruled last
month that the John F.
Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts had been
ilegally renamed after
Trump and that his name
must be taken down.

A furious Trump reacted
by saying he was giving
up confrol of the venue,
which he seized af the start

man.

In December, the center’s
governing board, which
Trump stacked with his al-
lies, voted to rename it-
self the “Trump Kennedy
Center” and the Republi-
can president’s name was
added to the facade in

large letters above that of

Kennedy.
The center's website had
also featured Trump's

name alongside that of
Kennedy but that was no
longer the case on Mon-
day.

Judge Christopher Coo-
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of his second term last year Merchandise in the gift shop of the Donald J. Trump and John
F. Kennedy Memorial Center for the Performing Arts on June 5,

by naming himself chair-

2026 in Washington, DC.

per, in his May 29 ruling,
said only Congress has
the right to change the
centfer's name and gave
the administration 14 days
to remove Trump’'s name
from the facade and any
materials linked to the ven-
ve.

Cooper also issued a tem-
porary block on Trump's
demand to close the Ken-
nedy Center for two years
of renovations, which was
due to start in July.

Trump lashed out at the
judge and said he was
washing his hands of the
“dying” venue.

“Unless | am free to do
what | do better than any-
one else, bring this Institu-
tion back, physically, fi-
nancially, and artistically,

distraction, reducing public
dialogue to the most banal
issues in hopes of diverting
attention from more impor-
tant topics of the day,” Nora
Benavidez, senior counsel at
the advocacy group Free
Press, told AFP.

“If we are busy debating
his likeness to Christ or some
other Al-generated saviorim-
age, Trump hopes we might
not have the time or energy
or solidarity to challenge his
latest war or rising unafford-
ability and gas prices.”
Other analysts say the Al
messaging could seek to
rally his support base and
campaign through frolling.

- ‘lllusion is powerful’ -
“Trump is posting these to
generate emotion,” Cory
Alpert, a researcher at the
University of Melbourne,
wrote in areport.

"His followers are not seeing
actual truth, but a version
of reality that they want to
believe is tfrue. The illusion is
powerful.”

Underscoring the strategy’s
potential appeal to younger
vofters, similar Al-driven mes-
saging has also been ad-
opted by other arms of the
Trump administration as well
as by some of the president’s
political rivals.[[]

| have no inferest in con-
finuing what could only
be a hopeless journey into
‘NEVER NEVER LAND,'” he
said on Truth Social.

Since returning to the
White House, Trump has
taken repeated measures
fo put his name and im-
age in official spaces -- an
abrupt break with US politi-
cal tradition.

The disbanded US Insti-
fute of Peace has been
renamed after Trump and
his face stares down from
huge banners outside the
Department of Justice and
Department of Agriculture.
The Trump administrafion
is also seeking to have his
image on a $250 bill to cel-
ebrate the country’s 250th
anniversary of the declara-
tion of independence from
Britain.(



Sky-high ticket costs can't cool the
cavldron of Madison Square Garden

New York, United States

Soaring ficket prices and
extra security for US Presi-
dent Donald Trump do not
alter the electric energy
of fabled Madison Square
Garden as it hosts games
three and four of the NBA

Finals.
The New York Knicks, chas-
ing their first basketball

championship since 1973,
take a 2-0 lead over the San
Antonio Spurs into Monday's
game three of the best-of-
seven series, with game four
fo follow on Wednesday.
Ticket prices have skyrock-
eted out of the reach of
most New Yorkers, but the
self-proclaimed "World's
Most Famous Arena” will still
be packed to the rafters,
with celebrities at courtside
and Trump attending at
least for game three.

The shiny trappings are just
part of the allure of the
58-year-old venue.

But on Sunday evening, five
people were wounded in a
stabbing af Penn Station, lo-
cated directly underneath
the arena -- a reminder of
the security concerns that
also lurk ahead of major

events in New York.

The Garden is one of Amer-
ica's most storied venues
-- where the yellow-tinged
lighting and vintage pho-
tfos of Muhammad Ali and
the Rolling Stones displayed
on the concourses nod foits
place in sports and enter-
tainment lore.

"There's nothing like seeing
a basketball game at Madi-
son Square Garden," said
John Guercio, a 60-some-
thing accountant and self-
proclaimed lifelong fan of
the Knicks.

NBA Hall of Famer Bill Brad-
ley, who won ftitles with the
Knicks in 1970 and 1973,
says New York fans are the
key to MSG's enduring spirit.
"It's a very loud audience,
enthusiastic audience, criti-
cal audience, knowledge-
able audience," Bradley
said. "And when they get
info the game they can
carry the feam.”

But, as Bradley knows all
too well, the fans can turn
against one of their own --
or even against the entire
roster.

Thrust into a position that

was not his, Bradley had
to endure the jeers of fren-
zied daficionados at the
start of his professional ca-
reer, along with spitting and
fossed coins.

He was embraced, he re-
called, "as soon as we start-
ed winning."

- 'Still awesome' -

"The fans are just brutal
here," said Guercio, who
remembers a 2000s rough
patch marked by six straight
seasons without a playoff
berth and the "dirt chant-
ing" directed at coach Isiah
Thomas.

"You come here, you've got
to have fough skin," Guercio
said.

"That's why players like play-
ing here, because if you
can win here, you can win
anywhere."

Today's Knicks have won
the hearts of fans with a grit-
ty style that saw them reach
the Eastern Conference fi-
nals last season and build a
13-game winning sfreak in
the current playoffs.
"They're likable, they're easy
to love, they're easy to root
for," said superfan Anthony

u s NEWS TUESDAY 9 JUNE 2026

New York Knicks fans gaiher outslde Madison Square Garden
ahead of the NBA Finals game 3 between the New York Knicks
and the San Antonio Spurs in New York on June 8, 2026.

Donahue.

Unlike some of the past
Knicks heroes, from Walt
Frazier to Charles Oakley to
Latrell Sprewell, these Knicks
do not boast larger-than-life
personalities.

But "they play hard, they
never give up," said Donao-
hue.

"I don't think they're out par-
tying. They're not being stu-
pid. They're themselves," he
added. "And New York has
wrapped our arms around
them."

Donahue does not believe
that the eye-watering ticket
prices have eroded MSG's
DNA.

Although it's now hard to
find a ficket for less than

$7,000 on the resale market
for Monday's showdown, he
noted that prices are much
lower for season ticket hold-
ers.

"'ve been at every play-
off game this year," Dona-
hue said. "The Garden, the
crowd's still awesome."
Rich Swann, who has been
attending games for more
than 30 years, draws a dis-
finction between the regu-
lar-season and post-season
vibe.

"During the regular season,
you've got people who
just come into games, it's a
thing to do. Tourists come
in," Swann said.

"Playoff atmosphere has
been different. Playoff at-
mosphere is real."

From shelter to serwce The rescue rcmks program changing lives

ASHEVILLE, NORTH CARO-
LINA — In a sun-drenched
fraining yard on the out-
skirfs of Asheville, a for-
merly "unadoptable" Ger-
man Shepherd mix named
Buster is proving that ev-
eryone deserves a second
chance. Just six months
ago, Buster was days away
from being euthanized at
a high-kill shelter. Today,
he is the newest graduate
of the "Rescue Ranks" pro-
gram, a unigue initiative
that pairs shelter dogs with
military veterans suffering
from PTSD.

The program, founded by
former Army Sergeant Leo
Miller, is built on a simple
philosophy: "Two souls, both
feeling a bit lost, finding
their way back together."
Miller, who struggled with
his own fransition to civilian
life, realized that the disci-
pline of dog training pro-
vided the structure he was
missing, while the uncondi-
fional loyalty of a dog pro-

vided the emotional safety

he needed.

"The beauty of Rescue
Ranks is that it's a dual-
rescue,”  Miller explains,
watching Buster execute a
perfect 'stay’ command for
his new handler, a veteran
named Elias. "We're saving
these dogs from the brink,
and in refurn, they're pro-
viding a sense of purpose

h-\
LB

ond secumy to men and
women who have given
everything for this country."

The training process is rigor-
ous, lasting twelve weeks.
Veterans and their dogs
work together daily, learn-
ing not just basic com-
mands, but specialized
tasks designed to mitigate
the symptoms of PTSD.

Dogs are trained to cre-
ate physical "buffer zones"
in crowded places, wake
their handlers from night-
mares, and provide deep-
pressure therapy during
panic attacks.

For Elias, who spent years
struggling to leave his
house,

Buster has been a literal life-
saver. "Before Buster, | felt

like a ghost in my own life,"
Elias says, his voice thick
with emotion. "Now, | have
to get up. | have to go for
walks. | have to be present
because he's counting on
me. He doesn't see a bro-
ken soldier; he just sees his
best friend."

The program is enfirely
funded by community do-
natfions and local grants,
ensuring that veterans re-
ceive the dogs and the
training at no cost. Local
businesses have stepped
up too, with a nearby pet
food company providing a
lifetime supply of kibble for
every graduate.

As the sun sets over the Blue
Ridge Mountains, Miller
watches the newest class
of recruits. "People always
ask who's rescuing who,"
he says with a smile. "At the
end of the day, it doesn't
matter. What matters is that
neither of them is alone
anymore."l
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Killing the mood: smqrtphones reduce birth rate,

Washington, United States
As governments around the
world struggle with ways to
reverse plunging birth rates,
new U.S. studies suggest they
have ignored a key culprit --
the smartphone.

"Is the iPhone Birth Conftrol2"
asked a paper published
Monday by the Natfional Bu-
reau of Economic Research,
delving info why U.S. fertility
rates have fallen by 22 per-
cent since 2007.

For a while, experts linked
the decline to the recession
that struck in 2008 when the
global financial system near-
ly imploded, driving millions
of people into hardship. But
when the economy picked
up, arebound in births never
came.

Myriad other reasons have
been posited, such as in-
creased use of contracep-
tion, more female educa-
tion, and growing housing
or childcare costs. However,
no clear cause has been es-
fablished.

So Middlebury College
economist  Caitlin  Myers
and her student Ezekiel
Hooper tested a hypothesis
that smartphones -- which
emerged with the arrival
of the first iPhone in 2007 --
might have something to do
with it.

Until 2011, iPhones were
available from a single US

An attendee wearing various pins uses their smartphone during a Turning Point USA event entitled
"Build the Red Wall" at Dream City Church in Phoenix, Arizona, on April 17, 2026.

cellular network, AT&T, so
they compared US coun-
fies that had near-universal
AT&T coverage with those
that had little or none dur-
ing those years.

And they found that access
to the iPhone correlated
with reductions in births by
4.5-8.0 percent at ages 15—
19 and by 3.2-6.6 percent at
ages 20-24.

There were also stafistically
significant but smaller de-
clines among older women.
While they stress that iPhones
are not the "sole cause," the
infroduction of the smart-

phone '"played a sizable
role in the decline in US.
births" after 2007 as it shaped
people's behavior with less
in-person contact.

"As modern smartphones dif-
fused, time spent with friends
in person and sexual activity
fell sharply alongside rising
consumption of pornogra-
phy, a possible substitute
for partnered sex," they con-
cluded.

- Technology shock' -

Another study published in
May by University of Cin-
cinnati economists Nathan

Hudson and Hernan Mos-
coso Boedo found evidence
of similar tfrends and on a
global scale since 2007.
They analyzed World Bank
data measuring smartphone
penetration and fteenage
fertility rates in 128 countries.
They found that the de-
cline in birth rates acceler-
ated once smartphones be-
came widely available -- a
phenomenon found across
counfries "with fundamen-
tally different healthcare,
welfare, economic, and
cultural environments."

This, they concluded, points

studies say

to "a common global tech-
nology shock."

Some academics remain
skepfical.  For example,
teenage births in the Unit-
ed States have been falling
since the early 1990s, long
before the dawn of the
smartphone.

Neither study examines how
governments might utilize
their findings.

Both rich and poorer coun-
tfries are grappling with de-
clining birth rates which lead
fo aging societfies and a
shrinking workforce -- putting
strain on social security sys-
fems and potentially damp-
ening economic growth
and productivity.

The Centers for Disease Con-
frol says U.S. fertility rates
are at an all-tfime low, while
leading Asian economies all
face the prospect of shrink-
ing populations in the com-
ing years.

China's communist govern-
ment abandoned its de-
cades-long one-child policy
in 2016, while Japan and
South Korea have invested
heavily in pro-natal policies
with little impact.

The world's poorest coun-
fries, such as in sub-Saha-
ran Africa, often still have
high birth rates, but middle-
income countries like India
and Brazil also face a fast-
dropping fertility rates.[]

The Fqlls are ours

Abiqua Falls in Oregon

By Oregon News Service

SALEM — In a race against
private development and
the ticking clock of the
legislative session, Oregon
lawmakers have finalized a
historic $2.1 milion agree-
ment to purchase Abiqua
Falls, ensuring that one
of the state’s most iconic
natural cathedrals remains

open to the public forever.
The deal, cemented this
week through the passage
of Senate Bill 5701, marks
the end of over a century
of private ownership by the
Abbey Foundation of Or-
egon. For generations, the
92-foot  waterfal—famed
for its perfect hexagonal
basalt columns—existed in

a precarious state of “per-
mitted trespassing.” That
era officially ended as the
state moved to acquire
nearly 200 acres of rugged
canyon land.

A Rare Bipartisan Victory
The acquisition was fueled
by an unusual alliance be-
tween Senator Fred Girod
(R-Lyons) and House Ma-
jority Leader Ben Bowman
(D-Tigard). "This is a world-
class site," Girod stated dur-
ing the budget hearings.
"If we didn't act now, we
risked seeing 'No Trespass-
ing' signs go up on a piece
of Oregon’s soul."

The $2.1 million price tag
covers two distinct parcels:
The Crown Jewel: $600,000
for the 40-acre tfract con-
taining the falls, held by the
Abbey Foundation.

The Buffer: $1.4 million for
160  surrounding  acres
owned by fimber giant
Weyerhaeuser, infended to
protect the watershed and
providing a ‘'recreational
buffer" for the new park.

From "Secret Spot" to State
Responsibility

While the purchase is a vic-
tory for hikers, it presents a
logistical mountain for the
Oregon Parks and Recre-
ation Department (OPRD).
Abigua is notorious for ifs
"vehicle-eating" access
road and a trail so steep it
requires a series of knotted
ropes to navigate.

Local emergency respond-
ers have long voiced con-
cerns over the site’s surge in
popularity on social media.
"We've seen a massive in-
crease inrescues and stuck

S’ra’re strikes a $2M deal to save Abiqua

vehicles," said one Marion
County official. Under state
management, the OPRD
is expected fo evaluate
infrastructure upgrades,
including formalizing the
frailhead and potentially
improving the logging road
that currently requires high-
clearance 4WD.

Preserving the "Wild" in Wild
Oregon

Despite the transition to
state control, officials are
wary of over-developing
the site. The goal is fo main-
fain the "wild character"
of the Santiam Canyon.
Unlike the paved paths
of nearby Silver Falls State
Park, Abiqua is expected to
remain a "primitive-access"
site, preserving the sense of
discovery that has defined
the trek for decades.d
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Turkmenistan’s ‘heavenly’ horses at the heart of fervent state cult

Ashgabat, Turkmenistan
Trainers clad in ornate uni-
forms and traditional white
fur headgear led golden-
bedecked stallions round a
stage arena at an annual
horse beauty pageant in
the ulfra-closed Central
Asian state of Turkmenistan.
The ancient and endan-
gered Akhal-Teke is the sub-
ject of a fervent state cult
in the desert nation, built
up by horse-loving Gurban-
guly Berdymukhamedov,
ex-president and official fa-
ther of the nation.

AFP was given rare access
to the competition, held at
an equestrian complex in
the capital Ashgabat and
presided over by strong-
man  president  Serdar
Berdymukhamedov, Gur-
banguly’s son.

Crowds of men in match-
ing fracksuits clapped in
unison and waved national
flags as sand-coloured stal-
lion Hankerven, adorned
with jewellery and a tfradi-
fional carpet, clinched the
top prize.

“There are no beauty con-
tests for women in Turkmen-
istan but there are for hors-
es,” said Ashir, a 70-year-
old breeder.

“"We Turkmen are known for

.
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Turkmenistan’s President Serdar Berdymukhamedov holds two Akhal-Teke stallions during an
Akhal-Teke breed beauty contest in the Turkmen capital of Ashgabat on April 25, 2026.

our carpets and horses,” he
fold AFP at his stud farm not
far from the capital.

“That is why our flag fea-
fures carpet motifs and our
coat of arms depicts the
Akhal-Teke."”

- Foal rap -

The Turkmen authorities
discourage residents from
speaking without permis-
sion to foreign media, with
outside journalists rarely al-

lowed into the reclusive
country.

Human rights monitors rank
the energy-rich former So-
viet republic among the
world’s most isolated and
closed states, alongside
Afghanistan and North Ko-
req.

Turkmenistan's ruling duo
Gurbanguly and Serdar
Berdymukhamedov hold a
tight grasp on power.
Criticism and opposition of

their dynasty are outlawed
and the state apparatus
has crafted intense person-
ality cults around them.
Horse-obsessed  Gurban-
guly has churned out nu-
merous books about Akhal-
Tekes and even penned a
rap song in honour of one
of his foals.

“You are like the wind at
daybreak, you are like a
cherished vision,” he sings
in a direct address to the

horse, named Rovach.
“You are an inspiration...
more precious than gold.”
Another of his horses was
named in the Guinness
Book of Records for the
fastest 10-metre dash while
on hind legs a sprightly 4.19
seconds.

State-controlled media hail
the horses as a “strategic
priority” and “the unshake-
able foundation of national
identity™.

The country’s official motto
for 2026 is “Independent
neutral Turkmenistan is the
homeland of purposeful
winged horses”.

They are widely referred to
as “heavenly horses” -- a
moniker based on a leg-
end about an Akhal-Teke
horse beating a falcon in a
mythical race.

- ‘Glistens’ -

The vast majority of the es-
timated 4,000-7,000 Akhal-
Tekes worldwide are in Turk-
menistan’s state-run  stud

farms.
An official at the State Or-
ganisation  for  Turkmen

Horses told AFP the breed
was “on the brink of extinc-
fion”, hailing the “interest”
that has been shown from
the country’s leaders.]

Chile’s once-dirty Mapocho river enjoys new lease on life

Santiago, Chile

Some 1,000 people jogged
along the banks of the Ma-

pocho River in Santiago
one Sunday afternoon, an
activity that would have
been unthinkable a few
years ago due to its heav-
ily polluted waters.

For decades, 97 percent
of Santiago’s waste ended
up in the 110-kilometer riv-
er flowing through the city,
which almost resembled
an open-air sewer as its
stench forced passersby to
hold their noses.

Now, the Chilean capital’s
almost 10 million residents
are breathing a sigh of re-
lief after a novel sanitation
process has fransformed
the once-dirty waterway.
“It's a source of pride to
bring back something that
had been all but lost, but
is now in perfect condi-
tion,” Eulogio Cancino, 58,
breathlessly told AFP at the

finish line of a 10-kilometer
(six-mile) race organized
to celebrate the river's re-
invigoration.

Twenty  kilometers  up-
siream, at the river's
source in the locality of La
Ermita, agronomist Joa-
quin Moure of the Mao-
pocho Vivo Foundation
celebrates the nutrient-
rich body of water, whose
12-year cleanup project
concluded in 2010.

“It conftriobutes to diversity
and is a refuge for nature
and for human beings,”
Moure told AFP.

- Zero-waste -

The public-private decon-
famination project, which
the United Nations hon-
ored during COP24in 2018,
involved the construction
of a 28-kilometer tunnel
that channels wastewater
to freatment plants.

The freated water is re-

tfurned to the riverbed
and used to irrigate crops,
thereby eliminating the
risk of typhoid or hepatitis
-- diseases that were com-
mon when irrigation relied
on wastewater.

“We use all the waste fo
produce gas (and) power
the plant, and the sludge
is turned into fertilizer for
agriculture,” said Cristian
Schwerter, director of
planning and engineer-
ing at the water supply
company Aguas Andinas,
which is part of France’s
Veolia group.

- New lease on life -

The Mapocho is also enjoy-
ing a new lease on life in
the form of around 80 en-
demic, natfive and exotic
species that are proliferat-
ing in and around the river.
One thriving creature is an
endemic catfish species,
measuring just a few cen-

fimeters, and which only
survives in clean water.

Its return indicates that
“everything that supports
life is in good condition,”
according to biologist No-
talia Sandoval of the Cen-
ter for Applied Ecology.
The Mapocho is “safe for
him,” said Moure, cradling
the minuscule fish in his
hand.

Although it was declared
an ‘“urban wetland” in

January a title recogniz-
ing its environmental value
and need for protection
rubbish

remains discard-
ed along strefches of ifs
banks.

The river runs through 16
municipalities, and “frag-
mented territorial admin-
istration” makes protec-
fion more complicated,
warned Margarita  Jans,
an architect at Diego Por-
tales University.[

Runners rest by the Mapocho River after taking part in a race
along its banks in Santiago on May 17, 2026.
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Picturesque Malta set to ‘implode’ as concrete jungle devours all

Valletta, Malta

Farmer Annalisa Schem-
bri is baftling to save a
wheat field from develop-
ers in Malta, where a con-
sfruction boom is engulf-
ing lands and villages, with
even historic UNESCO sites
in jeopardy.

“Sometimes | wake in the
night and think, ‘My God,
what if the diggers have
come?'” Schembri, 42, told
AFP after months of cam-
paigning to prevent a road
being laid across the plot.
The tiny Mediterranean is-
land is the most densely
populated country in Eu-
rope, and approvals for
new buildings are soaring
despite scandals dogging
the development sector.
Malta sparked outrage last
month over its decision o
demolish a 19th-century
British barracks to build a
five-star hotel and housing
complex, and experts warn
the prehistoric Santa Verna
Temple is also under threat
from encroaching, pool-
side luxury units.

UNESCO issued a warning
last year over the capital
Valletta’'s World Heritage
site status.

But activist Andre Callus
told AFP the "eating up
of agricultural and green
spaces” was an even big-
ger threat to the import-
heavy country, which s

Malta.

on the front line of climate
change and has few natu-
ral resources.

Malta’s thriving economy,
skyrocketing population
and vast numbers of tourists
around four million in 2025
are causing “massive de-
velopment pressures on the
land”, said Callus, a mem-
ber of rights campaign
group Moviment Graffitti.
The country’s population
has grown nearly 30 per-
cent over a decade.
People ‘“suffocating” in
over-developed towns are
now escaping to the coun-
fryside and building there
tfoo, Callus said.

This photograph taken on May 29, 2026 shows a view of the Silema district from la Valletta in

- ‘Major threat’ -
Schembri's farming roofts
go back three generations,
but her family donated the
land decades ago fo the
Catholic  Church, which
in the 1990s gave it to the
government to administer.
Because the field in the
southern part of Malta used
to belong to them, the fam-
ily paid a token rent.

“The feeling was that farm-
ing is top priority for the
country, we need it for
food, for security, so the
government profected us,”
she said.

But a 2006 change in the

low meant plots across
Malta could be built on.
And as most farmers in
Malta do not own the land
they work, they cannot
protect the fields, making
the development push a
“major threat to farming”,
Callus said.

With a nearby site ear-
marked for housing, de-
velopers won permission
to tarmac over the field
Schembri farms.

She launched a fierce me-
dia campaign and eventu-
ally the government prom-
ised the road would not be
built though planning per-

mission for it sfill stands.

It is not just “fertile, pristine
agricultural land” that de-
velopers are destroying,
said Schembri, who also
grows tomatoes, marrows
and melons.
Over-construction affects
water as well, a massive is-
sue in the island country,
where rainfall is the only
source of natural freshwa-
ter.

“It doesn't rain in Malta
anymore. There is water
scarcity, but we destroyed
wells, we destroyed under-
water tables,” Schembri
said.

"Water is the main source
of food, and we're losing
all of that,” she said.

- ‘Loophole’ -

Located off the coast of
Sicily, Malta has suffered
record draughts in recent
years, and is highly vulnera-
ble to desertification, which
is aggravated by intfensive
urbanization.

“This stratospheric level of
growth has an impact on
everything; on land, on the
sed, on quality of life, and
on inequalities because it
creates a lot of wealth for
some,” Callus said.

The Labour party, which
won a fresh mandate at
a general election last
month, has promised to
pause contested projects
while they are being chal-
lenged in court.(d

U.K. govt warns big tech over nude images sent by children

London, United Kingdom
Tech giants must stop chil-
dren in Britain from being
able to send and receive
nude images on their de-

vices, or be forced to do
so by law, the government
said Monday.

Britain's  interior  ministry
said it was giving compa-

LONDON

TECH
WEEK

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer delivers a speech at
London Tech Week in London on June 8, 2026, on government
plans to use technology to boost growth.

nies including Apple and
Google three months to in-
froduce safety features to
block children from taking
and accessing naked pho-
tos on phones and tablets.
If they do not, the govern-
ment will introduce legis-
lation fo “force them fo
activate the technology”,
the Home Office said in a
statement.

“This is not an impossible
challenge,” Prime Minister
Keir Starmer told delegates
at the London Tech Week
conference.

“These are some of the
most innovative compa-
nies in the world and | be-
lieve they can solve it, but
if they choose not to, then
we will act and we will
change the law, because

when it comes to the safe-
ty of our children, standing
by is not an option,” he
added.

The Labor government
said technology compa-
nies had a “moral respon-
sibility” to “protect children
from coercion, abuse and
sextortion”.

It said any future legislo-
tion would include fines
for companies that fail fo
comply and possibly even
criminal liability for tech
bosses.

A law change would stop
children from being able
to access pornography,
while also making it more
difficult for child abusers to
target children, it said.

The government cited

analysis by fthe Internet
Watch Foundation char-
ity that found 91 percent
of online child sexual
abuse reports recorded in
2024 contained self-gener-
ated content from children
themselves.

The interior ministry noted
that Apple recently rolled
out age verification re-
quirements for UK users,
making it the first company
to activate safety features
by default for under-18s.
But nudity detection is
not applied to the cam-
era, third-party messaging
apps such as Snapchat or
search functions, mean-
ing children can sfill take,
view, share and save such
pictures, it said.(
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Best spots to view the sunset

(Oranjestad)—What can
be more romantic than sur-
prising your partner with a
date watching the sunset?
Aruba’s sunset leave many
speechless, and luckily, the
best spots to view the sun-
set are entirely accessible
and easy to find. Here are
some of the best places to
view the sunset on the is-
land.

Cadlifornia Light House

Of course, being one of the
highest points easily acces-
sible fo locals and tourists,
the California Light House
hill not only offers a tremen-
dous view of the sunset, but
also a breath taking scen-
ery of most of the island. In
the distance you can spot
all the hotels, the west-
ern shoreline and the wild
waves that crash on the
northern side of the island.

Manchebo & Eagle Beach
Speaking of the western
shoreline, the best spofs
for viewing the sunset on

the beach has to be either
Manchebo Beach or at
Eagle Beach, which stretch
along the entire western
coast of the island. The
sunset on these beaches is
fruly breathtaking; the sky
and ocean look so big and
spacious, and paired with

the orange/pink hue of
the sunset, the white san-
dy beaches and the soft
sounds of waves crashing—
it can only be described as
an experiencel

Arashi Beach
Another beach that has to

be considered as another
great spot fo view the sun-
set. Arashi Beach is the last
beach you will find along
the western coast line, just
before you drive up the
hill to the California Light
House. A favorite for surf-
ers and body boarders, the

Arashi sky stretches out for
miles, lending a spectacu-
lar canvas for the sun to
create a masterpiece of
orange, pink and purple

Hooiberg Hill

These last two options are
for more active couples. If
you and your partner like to
hike, the Hooiberg Hill may
be a great place for you to
get your daily workout in
and enjoy a beautiful view
of the sunset and the island
as a little reward. Climb on
top the 587-step stairs and
reach the top to enjoy this
incredible scenery.

Casibari Rock Formation

If you're arock climber, you
might enjoy watching the
sunset on top of the Casi-
bari Rock Formation. It's no
Yosemite, but it does offer
a fun little exercise to get
to the top. But if you pre-
fer not to get your hands a
little dirty, you can always
use the stairs in the back.
hue.d

It's Tern season, and ACEF is calling for their protection

(ORANJESTAD)—Aruba has
begun to see terns arriv-
ing along its coast to start
their breeding season once
again. An event that hap-
pens every year, the migra-
tion of terns to our island nor-
mally begins in March, but
this year it was observed that
they were already present as
early as January.

In Aruba, there are ten dif-
ferent species of terns that
normally breed from March
to September every year.
However, ACF has noted
that this year their arrival
came earlier, and by the
end of January a presence
of terns was already being
seenin their breeding areas.
During this season, ten differ-
ent species breed at differ-
ent times. This is the reason
why the season lasts for more
than half a year.

The terns breed mainly in the
Baby Beach area and along
the north coast of Aruba.
Baby Beach is a particularly
special site for terns, since
this is where they carry out
theirreproduction rituals. Re-
ferred to as a “discotheque”
by Natasha Silva, the point of

Baby Beach near the open

wateris where alarge group
of terns spends the season
searching for their partner—
for life—to reproduce.

Terns are very fragile and
easily disturbed, especially
during their reproduction
rituals.

Their nests are divided into
two specific sites on our is-
land. The first is the reefs near
the refinery in San Nicolas.
These reefs become home
fo the terns, where they lay
their nests either on the sand
orin the small bushes around
the reefs. These reefs are

e T e e

“off-limits” to the public; one
of the only areas in Aruba
that is completely protected
by law.

The terns also lay eggs along
the north coast of ourisland,
between cliffs and rocks
throughout the area. This is
where they are vulnerable to
greater danger, according
to ACF. Among these cliffs,
everything is well camou-
flaged and cannot easily
be seen, even by people
who are walking or driving
vehicles over the rocks.

The chicks have a natural
behavior to “freeze” in place

when they sense danger. This
puts them at risk of being
stepped on. For this reason,
ACF is making a call to the
community and authorities
fo help protect our historic
birds.

As general advice, ACF
says to keep distance and
be cautious when passing
through areas where terns
are breeding. “If a tern starts
screaming at you, that is a
sign that you are too close to
their nest and eggs,” Silva ex-
plained. These are the types
of signals the Aruba commu-
nity needs to be aware of.

So once again, a call goes
out to the entire community
of Aruba: Let's protect our
terns during an important
season for them. Educate
yourself and others about
the birds, stay alert fo harm-
ful activities near nests, and
share information with ACF if
you notice anything unusuall
in nature. Together we can
care for and strengthen our
nature, and that begins with
education.

Aruba Conservation Foundo-
fion (ACF) can be reached
by phone at 585-1234 or by
email at info@acf.awl_]
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TRY OUR POKES, BAOS, SUSHI, AND MORE!

o Po-Ké Ono

pokeonaruba Po-Ké Ono Azure
J.E. lrausquin Blvd 260,

ik Po-Ké Ono Marketplace
@ Po-Ké Ono Aruba www.pokeocnoaruba.com LG. Smith Bivd 9. Unit 25

"

Po-Ké Ono Brings Bold Asian Fusion to Aruba’s Dining Scene
Innovative eatery blends island culture with modern Asian cuisine

B

i

Oranjestad, Aruba - In a culinary landscape known
for its diversity and creativity, Po-Ké Ono stands out as
a vibrant and contemporary addition to Aruba'’s res-
taurant scene. With locations at Azure in Palm Beach
and the Renaissance Marketplace in Oranjestad, the
concept intfroduces a refreshing take on Asian fusion
dining—casual in style, yet refined in execution.

Established in 2020, Po-Ké Ono was envisioned as a
space where flavor, culture, and creativity intersect.
The menu features an array of signature dishes in-
cluding poke bowls, steamed bao, and sushi, crafted
with precision and a focus on freshness. Drawing on
Asian influences, the restaurant delivers bold flavors
in an approachable format, appealing to a broad
audience of locals and visitors alike.

Fun facts about cacti hedges “Trankera”

I fll!

/

The ambiance is designed

finues fo gain recognition
as one of the island’s pre-
mier destinations for sushi,
poke, and bao. Its growing
popularity is a testament to
Aruba’s evolving food cul-
ture—one that embraces
global influence while stay-
ing rooted in community
and craft.

For those seeking a modern
taste of Asia in the heart of
the Caribbean, Po-Ké Ono
offers a flavorful and mem-
orable experience worth

exploring..d

info fast-casual dining, the

to be welcoming and re-
loxed, with a philosophy
centered around accessibil-
ity and enjoyment. Whether
dining indoors or grabbing
a quick bowl on the go,
guests can expect a consis-
tently high standard in both
service and cuisine. With
extensive menu options, in-
cluding selections for vegan
diners, Po-Ké Ono caters to
a wide range of tastes and

quality of ingredients and
thoughtful preparation re-
flect fine-dining roots. Many
of the restaurant’s core in-
gredients are sourced local-
ly, emphasizing sustainabil-
ity and support for Aruba’s
agricultural community. The
result is a dining experience
that honors both the island’s
spirit and the culinary fradi-
fions it draws inspiration
from.

dietary preferences.

While the concept leans

e

Open daily from 11:00 AM fo
10:00 PM, Po-Ké Ono con-

(Oranjestad) - When off-roading in inland Aruba, you may notice
some cacti hedges around various properties or lined up by cer-
tain pathways. These man-made hedges are called “trankera”
and play an important role in maintaining our flora and fauna.

The trankera dates to colonialism, where settlers established sev-
eral ‘cunucu’ (farm) on the island. People either used stone walls
or frankera as a fence to ward off strangers and wild animals
that can feed on the cunucu vegetation or cattle.

Nowadays, frankeras are less common, and those that still stand
are often not maintained. On the surface this seems like a bad
development, however this proved to be beneficial for our flora
and fauna. Naturally developed flora around the hedges offers
more shelter for fauna. Another aspect is the propagation pro-
cess. When pruning hedges, flowers and seeds were removed,
which limits propagation to a minimum.

So, though trankeras don't play that big of arole in Aruba’s agri-
culture anymore, our environment still reaps the benefits of these
long-standing natural structures.]
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Discover the Best of Paseo Herencia

Shopping
Paseo Herencia invites you to shop at an easy
island pace in a charming open air setting,
where international style meets local creativity.
Browse fashion, fragrances, footwear, jewelry,
skincare, and souvenirs all in one relaxed stroll.
Find well-known brands such as Tommy Hilfiger,
Calvin Klein, Aldo, Carmen Steffens, and Psy-
cho Bunny, then stop by Pandora to turn Aru-
ba themed charms info keepsakes you can
take home. For something truly one of a kind,
explore locally handmade gifts and artwork at
The Artist Co-op and Olla Gallery, where island
inspired pieces and personalized options add
a meaningful touch. Lumiere Candles adds to
the local charm with Aruba inspired candles,
perfect for bringing a little island warmth back
home.

For a special accessory, discover permanent
jewelry at Gloria Feliciana, crafted locally for
everyday wear. For island wellness, Aruba Aloe
offers locally made skincare and gifts created
with aloe grown right here on the island. Beauty
lovers can visit Maggy's for favorite beauty es-

sentials and services for hair, nails, and make-
up, perfect for a quick refresh before dinner or
a night out.

A World of Flavors

Dining af Paseo Herencia fits every moment of
the day, from breakfast to late night bites. Start
at Che Bar, serving breakfast from 7:30 AM and
contfinuing throughout the day with comfort-
ing favorites, including classic Neapolitan style
pizza.

For bold traditional flavors, Xixon Spanish Res-
taurant is a go to for signature dishes such as
paella paired with a wide wine selection. If you
are craving something modern, Fusion Cuisine
brings a creative twist with its original take on
sushi. The Lazy Turtle offers comforting classics
and craveable appetizers, while Sexy Shrimp
adds a sports bar atmosphere to the mix, pair-
ing standout drinks with a diverse menu that is
perfect for gathering with friends and watch-
ing any game.

As the evening continues, follow your crav-
ings. Enjoy Mexican favorites at Iguana Can-

Dining in? Try making some local favorites!

How to make “pan bati”

(Oranjestad)—If you're ever up for an
Aruban snack, fry making another
Aruban classic appetizer called Pan
Bati. Similar to a pancake both in ap-
pearance and cooking, this is a super
easy meal that adults and children will
both enjoy. Here’s how to make it!

Ingredients:

2 cups of all purpose flour

1 cup grams of fine cornmeal
2 tbsp baking powder

11/3 cup of milk

1 pinch of salt

2 tbsp of granulated sugar
Oil for cooking

Instructions:
Add all the dry ingredients in a bowl

first, and stir until well mixed. Then
add the milk and beat unfil reached
a pancake-like consistency. If more
moister is needed, add some water
until reached desired consistency.

In a hot pan with oil, pour in enough
batter to cover the bottom of the pan.
Just like pancakes, flip the pan bati
when one side turns golden brown.
When your pan batiis ready, place on
a plate and cover with a clean kitch-
en towel.

Traditionally, pan bati is cut in triangle
pieces, and is often eaten as a side
dish with soup, fried fish or stews. How-
ever, it is also casually enjoyed with
some butter and cheese on top!

PARADISE IS JUST

A CALL AWAY

O (+297) 586 2662
Casago

and finish with something sweet at Mythos or
Mimo’s roll up ice cream. Starbucks is always
nearby for a familiar coffee or an easy refresh
between stops.

VIP Cinema

Caribbean Cinemas VIP delivers a premium
movie experience on the second floor, easily
accessible by escalator. Settle into plush reclin-
ing seats and enjoy high quality screens, state
of the art projection, and immersive sound. A
well stocked concessions counter offers clas-
sic popcorn, snacks, and drinks including wine,
making it ideal for a laid back movie night or a
special oufing.

Location and Hours

Paseo Herencia is located in Aruba's high rise
areaq, directly across from Holiday Inn. The mall
is open Monday through Saturday from 10:00
AM to 10:00 PM, and on Sundays from 5:00 PM
tfo 10:00 PM. For the latest updates and up-
coming events, follow our social media pages
and visit our website at www.paseoherencia.
com.ld
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites!

(Oranjestad)—Among the
endless sea of dark brown
sand and cacti, there are
two caves hidden in the
outskirts of San Nicolas, in
the north-eastern area of
the island. These caves,
The Quadiriki cave and The
Fontein Cave are open to
visitors of the Arikok Na-
tional Park, so if you ever
decide to take an “off-
road” tour in the park, be
sure to visit these prehistor-
ic caves.

Quadirikiri Cave

Known for its two cham-
bers accompanied by a
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave
is the most popular cave
among locals and tourists,
as it is easy to walk through
and provides great lighting
for pictures.

Woman in Quadirikiri Cave,
Arikok National Park, Aruba
As with all prehistoric or an-
cient sites, there is always
a folk legend that adds to
the lore and mystery of the
site. The Quadirikiri cave
is no different. The most
well-known legend behind
the cave could be consid-
ered as Aruba’s first love
story, as it tells the tale of
the undying love between
the chief’s daughter and
her beloved. As legend
would have it, the chief
disapproved of his daugh-
ter's choice of lover, as
he thought him unworthy.
Stubborn and filled with an-
ger, the daughter refused
to turn away her beloved.

So, the chief decided to
lock her up in the Quadirikiri
Cave, in hopes that she
would soon calm down
and turn away her lover.
Her beloved, in furn, was
locked away in the Tunnel
of Love (Now known as the
Huliba Cave).

Through the pathways un-
derneath the Tunnel of
Love running up to the
Quadiriki cave, the ftwo
love bird found each other,

and refused to let each
other go. Because of their
stfubbornness, they both
died in the Quadiriki Cave,
their ascending spirits burn-
ing two holes in the ceiling
of the cave. This is why the
cave has two holes through
which  sunlight  passes
through to illuminate the
chamber.

Though there have been
discoveries of Amerindian
drawing on the wall, these
have mostly been ruined
by vandalism. However,
the Fontein Cave further
up north, provides a better
glimpse in prehistoric Amer-
indian paintings.

Fontein Cave

Longer than the Quadirikiri
Cave, the Fontein Cave
contains pathways that
stretch to the limestone
walls further down. Here
is also where prehistoric
drawings can be seen.
Though this cave does not
have its own legend, this
was speculated to have
been occupied or at least
used by prehistoric Arawak
settlers on the island for ritu-
als and other spiritual cer-
emonies.

The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of
Love

The Huliba Cave, formerly
known as the Tunnel of
Love, was once open to
the public, and was the
biggest and most acces-
sible of all three caves. This

cave had five chambers,
including one that is heart-
shaped. This cave had nar-
row stairs that led to long
pathways deep into the
cave, with a staircase lead-
ing to the exit on the other
side. In one of the cham-
bers, there used to be the
carving of the Virgin Mary,
put there for the protection
of the cave.

However, the Huliba Cave
has been permanently
closed for a few years now,
as a way to preserve the
bat population that lives
in the cave. These Long
Tongue Fruit Bats and In-
sect Eater Bats are very im-
portant to the ecosystem of
the island. Though this cave
is no longer accessible to
the public, it surely is inter-
esting to learn more about
the history of these caves
and the Arawak tribes that
resided or utilized them.

Do note that these caves
are very dark, humid, hot,
and are inhabited by bats.
Do wear comfortable
clothing and shoes, as the
pathways in these caves
may be rough and bumpy.
Take care to not disturb the
bats’ habitat.
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Aruba’s neighborhoods; the meaning behlnd thelr names

Just Ilke any oiher coun-
try, Aruba has unique and
beautifully named neigh-
borhoods that all form a
part of its culture and de-
velopment. Many of these
names have a historical
background and meaning
that teaches us about the
island and its rich culture
every day.

With this series, we want
fo take you on a journey
of discovery, where you'll
learn not only the beautiful
names but the history be-
hind it that gives it life and
meaning.

Anabui/Tierra Del Sol

This neighborhood can be
seen on Van Raders map
and Werbata as Anna
Boei. Anna Boei is a name
of which there isn't much
information about its origin.

The best historians were
able to deduce is that this
name came to be be-
cause of a miscommunica-
fion between Van Spengler
and the natives who were
living on the island. In the
Arawak/Taino  language
one can find the word
Anaiboa, which consists of

Ana meaning flower or the
best and Iboa; the juice of
a cassava, which together
would mean “the best juice
of a cassava”.

If one assumes that the ac-
tual word heard was Ana-
boio instead, consisting of
Ana meaning the best and
Boio (bohio); house, the it-
eration of Anabui would
mean “the best house.” This
is the origin that has been
more or less speculated
and assumed for the word
Anabui and its meaning.

During the Second World
War and later, this area was
used as a terrain for training
of shooting by militia and
later on Korps Mariniers (the
marines of Aruba). By the
end of the previous century
a large part of Anabui was
developed to have luxuri-
ous villas and a golf course,
which lead to it getting the
name Tierra Del Sol, Span-
ish for Land of the Sun.
The name is not an official
name, but the name of the
development project that

took ploce I’r is hoped that
the original and ‘old’ name
of Anabui is never lost and
now it will be remembered
by both locals and tourists.

Angochi

This name can be seen
on the Werbata map with
little and cursive letters. It is
the unofficial name for the
area given by a tenant to
the land that was rented to
him.

The biggest probability that
historians believe is that
it comes from native de-
scent, during the fime in

the 19th century where
Mestizos still lived on Aruba.
The name can't really be
explain and according to
books on its history seems
fo be more of a sign of cor-
rupftion.

However, it seems to come
from combining A(n), which
is a generalizing prefix and
Goeiza, which means ‘the
spirit of a living man’. An-
gochi remains more of a
guess.]

This neighborhood’s abbre-
viation is; An.

Papiamento words and phrases you may want to know!

f"

(Oranjestad)—Aruba is
a melting pot of different
nationalities, cultures and
languages. Primarily for
this reason, the average
Aruban can understand
and speak Dutch, Eng-
lish and Spanish relatively
well. However, as much as
we pride ourselves in be-
ing able to communicate
with almost everyone, we
cherish our native tongue
Papiamento above all
else. Want to learn some
common words in our lan-
guage? Here are afew ba-
sic words and phrases that
can get you a hat tip from
an Aruban.

When you arrive at the air-
port in Aruba, one of the
first words in Papiamento
you may encounteris “Bon
bini.” Bon bini in Papia-
mento means welcome,
and is probably the most
famous Papiamento word
for tourists.

Hi! Bye!

To be fair, there is no
unigue way to say “hello”
in Papiamento at least not
officially. We often just use
the English “hello” or “hey”,
or Dutch “hallo” to greet
someone. We do howev-
er, always follow it up with

“con bay?2” or “con tae”
Con bay is a shortened
version of “con ta bay?e”,
which essenfially means
“how are you?"

The word “con” in Papia-
mento  means “how?g”
and is pronounced with a
rounder “0" sounds, like in
the Engllsh word ‘“cone”.
“Ta bay” refers to how you
are doing.

When we say goodbye,
we use the word “ayo”
(not like the Ayo Rock For-
mation, but also...kinda?).
We may also use “te oro”,
which means “see you lat-

er.

Greetings during the day
Most, if not all, languages
have different ways to
greet according to the
fime of day, and Papio-
mento is no different. Since
Papiamento is heavily in-
fluences from Portuguese
and Spanish, some of these
phrases may look very fa-
miliar.

Bon diais used in the morn-
ing, up to about noon. Bon
dia essentially means good
morning. The word “bon”
means “good”, and while
“dia” does not directly
mean “morning” in English,
it is used often to refer o
the morning time.

Bon tardi

In the afternoon to early
evening hours, we use
“bon tardi” to greet peo-
ple, which means “good
afternoon”. “Tardi” actu-
ally comes from the word
“atardi”, which directly
franslates to “afternoon”.
However, the shortened
“tardi” is used to keep the
rhythm on the phrase. And
the same could be said
for our last greeting of the
day.

Bon nochi.

You guessed if, “bon no-
chi” means "good night”.
Just like “tardi”, “nochi” is
actually the shortened ver-
sion of the word “anochi”.

Yes...no...maybe?

The affirmative and nega-
five expression is very sim-
ple in Papiamento. Just like
Spanish, our yeses are “si”
and ourno’s are “no”. Pret-
ty easy right? If you want
to gain some extra points
from younger locals, you
can also say “se”, which is
a more casual affirmative
used mostly by the young-
er generation.

However, do note: some
older generations may
find this improper and not
respectful, so keep that in
mind.

Thanks man...

Lastly, a word that we
can also say more often is
“danki”, which means liter-
ally “thank you”. “Danki”
is derived from the Dutch
word “bedankt”. Though
we don't really have a
franslation for “I appreci-
ate it” in English, we do use

“masha danki” to convey
the message. “Masha”
means “a lot” or *“very”,

so "masha danki” means
“thank you very much”.(]
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Apple tries again on Al, turns to Google for help
DOCTOR ON
SanFrancisco, United States ? buTYy
Apple unveiled an artifi- Oranjestad San Nicolas
cial inteligence overhaul Hospital IMSAN

for the iPhone on Monday,
turning to Google for help
two years after the com-
pany stumbled on a first at-
tempt.

The presentation marked
Apple CEO Tim Cook’s final
appearance at the com-
pany’'s annual develop-
ers conference Cook will
cede the reins to longtime
executive John Ternus in
September.

Cook two years ago an-
nounced at the same con-
ference that Apple was
making a major leap to
embrace Al, in a program
called Apple Intelligence,
as the company faced
pressure to join the Al race
that had engulfed its US
tech giant rivals.

But its promised rollout
never occurred fully, with
a much-anticipated up-
grade to the Siri voice as-
sistant failing fo materialize
despite the announce-
ments, drawing a lawsuit
from some US customers
that the company settled
earlier this year.

Apple’s more deliberate
pace in entering the Al
frenzy has won praise from
some analysts, who credit
the company for staying
out of the hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in infrastruc-
fure spending committed
by rivals to build out Al ca-
pacity.

The company underlined
this narrative at the event,
saying it was taking its time
to get the technology right.
“Al is incredibly powerful
technology with the po-
tenfial to shape society in
profound ways, and with
proper care, unlock mean-
ingful benefits for people
everywhere,” Apple’s soft-
ware chief Craig Federighi
said in a launch video.
“Still, some appear to be
racing forward, seemingly
pursuing Al for the sake of
Al, without clear regard for
the people... that it's ulti-
mately meant to serve.”
The company again prom-
ised a strengthened Siri
dubbed Siri Al with the abil-
ity fo communicate natu-
rally and track information
across apps like Maps and

This illustration photo created in Los Angeles, California, on December 5, 2023, shows Rockstar
Games’ Grand Theft Auto 6 trailer played on computer screens.

Mail and carry out tasks.
Many of the advances Ap-
ple announced on Mon-
day have already been
rolled out to individual
users by Google, with Al-
powered features added
to Gmail, Maps and its An-
droid operating system for
smartphones and tablets.
“Apple is making an enor-
mous bet on Al but their
bet is that they don't need
fo spend hundreds of bil-
lions per year on Al infra-
structure...to reap the ben-
efits,” said John Gruber, a
closely followed blogger
fracking Apple.

Instead of building mod-
els in-house, Apple hired
Google to provide the Al

capabilities for its new ca-
pabilities, using a version of
the search engine giant’s
Gemini model rather than
any technology devel-
oped infernally.

Google and Apple are
already closely fied, with
Google paying out tens of
billions of dollars every year
to be the default search
engine on the iPhone’s Sa-
fari web browser.

Apple also touted its pa-
rental controls as fech
companies face increas-
ing pressure worldwide on
child safety and screen
addiction.

These included beefed-
up time allowance tools
for children, with special
aftention to social media

and games.

Despite  the company’s
lack of a competitive Al of-
fering, Apple shares have
largely defied gravity over
the past two years, and the
stock is up about 15 per-
cent this year.[ ]
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U.N. warns of ‘deepening crisis’ in oc

Paris, France

Oceans are in a “deepen-
ing crisis” that demands ur-
gent global action, a major
UN report warned Monday,
with seas warming and ris-
ing faster, ice cover shrink-
ing and marine ecosystems
under mounting strain.

The culmination of five
years of work by 600 in-
ternational scientists, the
1,352-page tome details
the growing toll of climate
change, pollution and
overfishing in our oceans,
which cover more than 70
percent of the planet.

“The ocean is the foundo-
tion of life on Earth. But ifs
health is at grave risk as
ecosystems and habitats
approach or surpass critical
fipping points,” the United
Nations’ third World Ocean
Assessment (WOA) said.
Oceans play a crifical role
for the planet, regulating
the climate and feeding
billions of people.

But the WOA warned of “a
deepening crisis, as climate
change, pollution, overfish-
ing and biodiversity loss put
ocean systems under se-
vere strain”.

The findings “demand ur-
gent action, through stron-
ger multilateral coopera-
tion, greater ambition and
decisions grounded in the
best available science”.
The WOA welcomed the
entry into force in January
of a UN ftreaty to protect
and sustainably use marine
life in infernatfional waters,
saying it "marks a historic
milestone for ocean stew-
ardship and multilateral co-
operation”.

"We cannot keep treating
the ocean as limitless,” UN
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This handout photo taken on March 12, 2025 and released on March 26 by the Minderoo
Foundation shows a diver inspecting corals impacted by a bleaching event on the Ningaloo Reef

off Australia’s west coast.

Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said in a state-
ment.

“We must build a new
relationship with the
ocean: Grounded in sci-
ence. Framed by interna-

fional law. And built on
shared responsibility,” he
said.

- Warming and rising faster
The report, which mostly
covers the period between
2018-2023, paints a stark
picture of the state of the
oceans.

Around 16 percent of the

total increase in ocean
heat content recorded
since 1955 has occurred

since 2018 alone, the as-
sessment found.

The oceans have absorbed
more than 90 percent of
the excess heat and 30 per-

cent of the CO2 released
into the atmosphere by the
burning of fossil fuels.

As waters warm, they ex-
pand, helping drive seao-
level rise alongside melt-
water from glaciers and ice
sheets.

“The sea level confinues
to rise at increasing rates,”
the report said, more than
doubling from less than 2.0
millimetres per year before
2015 to 4.3 mm in 2023.
While  milimetres  might
seem small, they “multi-
ply up really quickly”, lan
Butler, an Australia-based
marine ecologist and joint
coordinator of the WOA's
group of experts, told AFP.

- Melting ice -

The Arctic Ocean could
become ice-free in Sep-
tember by the middle of
the century, with the earli-

est such conditions possible
in the 2030s under all emis-
sions scenarios, the report
said.

“We're seriously looking at
an ice-free Arctic Ocean
for parts of the year within
10 or 20 years,” Butler said.
The ice melt in the north-
ern pole is also reshaping
geopolitics, opening previ-
ously inaccessible shipping
routes and heightening
competition among ma-
jor powers including the
United States, Russia and
China.

In the South Pole, Antarctic
sea ice, which had gradu-
ally increased between
1979 and 2015, has “rapidly
declined” since 2016.

- Marine ecosystems -

Climate change is also re-
shaping marine life, with
some fish species moving

action

to cooler or deeper waters
fo survive.

“Some have no future at all
because there's nowhere
for them to go,” Butler said.
Coral reefs are among the
most threatened ecosys-
fems.

Repeated marine heat-
waves and storms “leave
little time for recovery and
are pushing reefs tfowards
collapse”, the report said.
Bleaching events since
2018 have caused wide-
spread coral mortality, with
the WOA warning that 90
percent of reefs could dis-
appear if warming tops
1.5C above pre-industrial
levels.

- Plastic pollution -

The report called for a re-
duction in the production
of plastics -- an issue at a
standstill in international ne-
gotiations.

Each vyear, 52.1 million
tonnes of plastic waste spills
into the ocean, contribut-
ing to an estimated 24.4 tril-
lion microplastic particles.
Microplastics are  now
known to affect more than
4,000 marine species.

- Deep-sea mining -

The report  highlighted
growing concerns about
deep-sea mining and
called for a coordinated in-
ternational response.

While exploration for deep-
sea mining is far advanced,
no company or nafion has
started production on a
commercial scale.

Critics fear it would smother
marine life with waste and
the noise of heavy ma-
chinery will disrupt oceanic
migrations.]

U.S. experienced second-warmest spring on record: NOAA

People enjoy a warm afternoon in the Dumbo neighborhood
of Brooklyn on June 04, 2026 in New York City.

Washington, United States

The United States experienced its second-
warmest spring on record, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
fion said Monday, adding that drought
remains widespread across the country.
More than half of the 48 contiguous US
states -- which excludes Alaska and Ha-
waii -- experienced a spring among fheir
three warmest in the 132-year record,
and the warmest since 2012.

The beginning of the year has also marked
the driest since 1988, the US weather

agency said.

The island chain Hawaii meanwhile ob-

served the wettest spring in the 36-year

record, with more than double the aver-
age spring precipitation.

Some ofher regions also recorded above-
average precipitation, but more than
half of the contiguous states remained in
drought at the beginning of June.

That includes much of the Northwest and
parts of the Southwest, northern Rockies
and Plains. Forecasters said it is expected

to also develop in parts of the Midwest.

The agency’s drought outflook expects
some improvement across parts of the

central and southern Plains, as well as

much of the Southwest.(]
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‘I'm in a dream’

Los Angeles, United States
Nelly Korda won the US
Women's Open on Sun-
day, holing a clutch birdie
putt at 17 and sealing a
one-shot triumph at Riviera
Country Club with a heart-
stopping short putt at the
last.

The world number one
edged England’s Charley
Hull and Mexico's Gaby
Lopez for her long-coveted
first US Open victory, giv-
ing her a fourth major title
and her second of the year
after she won the Chevron
Championship in April.
Korda carded a two-under
par 69 for an eight-under
total of 276, keeping her
nerve as Hull, Lopez and
South Korea’s Chun In-Gee
challenged on the Pacific
Palisades course that will
host golf at the 2028 Los An-
geles Olympics.

After rolling in the nine-foot
birdie at the penultimate
hole to seize a slender lead,
Korda had one more tense
moment as her par putt
from just inside three feet at
18 circled the cup before
dropping in.

“I feel like I'min a dream. |
just can’t even explain how
much this means to me,”
a tearful Korda said at the
frophy presentation.

she had

Minutes earlier

Nelly Korda of The United States poses with the trophy and her caddie Jason McDede after her
one shot victory during the final round of the U.S. Women’s Open presented by Ally 2026 at Riviera
Country Club on June 07, 2026 in Pacific Palisades, California.

covered her face and let
out a laugh after watching
her final putt make its torfu-
ous way into the cup.

“I mean, your heart rate is
going,” said Korda, who
called it “a nice ice cream
swirl fo cap off the day”.
Korda, 27, has had what
she called a “complicat-
ed” relatfionship with her
natfional Open, her three
missed cuts her most in any

major.

She agonizingly came up
short at Erin Hills last year
and was under the gun on
Thursday after an opening
two-over 73.

Tied for the lead to start the
day, she was under fire of-
fen on a windy Sunday af-
ternoon.

She finally appeared to be
on her way when she broke
out of a four-way tie for the

lead with her late birdie,
her third of the day but her
first since the sixth hole.

- ‘Grinding out there’ -

“This week was definitely a
grind,” she said.

“I don't even feel like | had
my B game. | was just grind-
ing out there.

“And that's what | guess
major championships are
all about, righte It doesn't

: Tearful Korda wins golf's U.S. Women’s Open

matter if you have your B
or C game, you have to be
there mentally.

“l think | just did a really
good job of staying patient
and making those up and
downs and then knowing
that when | had that little
window | was going to be
aggressive.”

England’s Hull, who had
thrust herself info conten-
fion with an impressive
third-round 65, fired a four-
under 67 for a seven-un-
der total of 277 and Lopez
signed for a three-under 68.
Hull also birdied 17 and
rattled in a par-saving nine-
foot putt at 18 to keep her
bid alive, but she ultimately
had to seftle for her fifth
runner-up finish in a major.

“It's just frustrating,” said
Hull, who launched her
round with an 11-foot ea-
gle at the first and rolled in
a 16-foot birdie at the third.
She had a one-shot lead
on eight-under after birdies
at 10 and 11, but bogeyed
12 and 14.

“It's preftty annoying, but |
played really well the last
day,” she said.q

Lopez had seized a share
of the clubhouse lead with
her fourth birdie of the
day at 18, but didn't get a
chance to test herself in a
playoff. [

Dane Charmig beguiles Tour Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes with stage

two win

Le Puy-en-Velay, France
Dane Anthon Charmig
broke clear on the final
climb of the long sec-
ond stage of the Tour Au-
vergne-Rhone-Alpes  on
Monday to claim the big-
gest win of his career.

The 28-year-old was part of
a 10-man breakaway on
the hilly 234km stage from
Saint-Martin-Le-Vinoux  fo
Le Puy-en-Velay.

But as the breakaway
companions attacked
each other in the final
50km, Charmig timed his
move to perfection, just
before the last of five sum-
mits, and he soloed to vic-
tory.

“It's an incredible feeling
for me,” said Charmig,
adding that he hoped
this would help him make
his tfeam’s Tour de France
squad.

“I don't get that many

chances each year, so
right now, when | have the
chance, it's an incredible
feeling.”

Frenchman Alex Baudin,
who won Sunday’s moun-
tainous opening stage,
kept the overall leader’s
yellow jersey as he came
home in the peloton just
over three minutes back.
Frenchman Henri-Francois
Renard-Haquin  won a
four-man sprint for second
41 seconds behind the
winner, with Belgian Viad
van Mechelen taking third.
The overall contenders,
including French teen-
age prodigy Paul Seixas,
the pre-race favourite, fin-
ished safely in the peloton
ahead of Tuesday’s crucial
team time-trial.

The race started to sizzle
just before the penulti-
mate climb of the day,

the 4.2km-long Cofe des
Baraqgues, with Frenchmen
Clement Braz Afonso and
Baptiste Veistroffer attack-
ing and going clear 47km
from the finish line.

Braz Afonso of Groupama-
FDJ United dropped his
compatriot but was then
joined by Spaniard Raul
Garcia Pierna and Van
Mechelen of Bahrain Vic-
torious on the ensuing de-
scent.

Charmig was among four
riders, including Veistroffer,
to rejoin the leading frio
before the shorter, steeper
final climb of the race, the
Cote de Saint-Vidal.

“The second-to-last climb
was a bit foo long for
me, so | tried not to panic
when the other guys went
away,” said Uno-X Mobil-
ity’s Charmig.

“But we worked together

to get back and then the
final climb was perfect for
my characteristics.”

Charmig crested the Cote
de Saint-Vidal with a few

seconds advantage over
Braz Afonso and Movistar’s
Garcia Pierna with 12km to
ride..]

Uno-X Mobility’s Danish rider Anthon Charmig celebrates as
he cycles across the finish line to win the 2nd stage of the Tour
Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes cycling race (formerly known as the
Criterium du Dauphine), 234,3km between Saint-Martin-Le-
Vinoux in the French Alps and Le Puy-en-Velay near the Massif
Central, on June 8, 2026.
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Beef, Chicken or Shrimp
Tacos starting at 15

U.S. player Serena Williams holds a press conference on the eve of the HSBC WTA tennis
Championships at Queen’s Club in west London on June 7, 2026.

Child’s play fuels Serena'’s return, but
singles comeback far from certain

London, United Kingdom
Serena Wiliams said the
chance to play in front of
her children was the driv-
ing force behind her sensa-
fional return to tennis as the
American legend played
down a potential singles
comeback.

Four years after appearing
to end her dlittering cao-
reer, Wiliams on Monday
announced that she will
come out of retirement in
the doubles tournament at
Queen’s Club in west Lon-
don next week.

The 44-year-old’s shock
refurn has captured the
imagination of the sporting
world.

Fans lined the practice
court to catch a glimpse
of Wiliams at Queen’s on
Sunday, filming the 23-
time Grand Slam cham-
pion’s every move on their
phones, while photogro-
phers frained their lenses
on the her.

For Williams, it is a pair of
spectators in particular that
fuelled her decision to get
back on court.

She has two young daugh-

ters with husband Alexis
Ohanian and is keen for
them to see her play in a
competitive  environment
before finally hanging up
her racquet for good.
Asked why she opted fto
come back, Wiliams told
reporters at Queen’'s on
Sunday: “For me right now,
there are so many ele-
ments, you know.

“It's really about the kids
seeing me play. Olympia is
a little bit older, Adira is very
young. It's components like
that.

“It's also, an athlete is the
best thing you can be, in
the highest place and hav-
ing an opportunity to sfill
be able to possibly do that
one last time is kind of cool
and exciting. And so there
is a little bit of that too.”
Granted a wildcard into
the Queen’s doubles, Wil-
liams and Canadian teen-
ager Victoria Mboko face
third seeds Erin Routliffe
and Nicole Melichar-Mar-
finez in the first round next
week.

After competing at

Queen’s, Wiliams will take
part in the doubles at the
Berlin Open from June 15-
21.

In her first press conference
since announcing her re-
turn, Williams played down
suggestions that she would
extend her return to singles
competition.

But, with Wimbledon loom-
ing later in June, she did
not completely rule out the
possibility of featuring at a
tournament she has won
seven times.

- ‘Nothing to lose’ -

“For singles, | can't say
yeah and | can’t say no.
Right now, no. | feel like |
probably need fo frain a lit-
tle bit more if | want to play
singles,” she said.

“We will see if | get there
and if not it is not my jour-
ney right now.”

Willioms's return comes 31
years after her first profes-
sional match.

How did one of the most
iconic figures in fennis his-
tory decide the lure of the
court was still too strong to
resist.]
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Tatjana Maria of Germany celebrates a game in a match
against Sorana Cirstea of Romania during Day 1 of the BNP
Paribas Open at Indian Wells Tennis Garden on March 04,
2024 in Indian Wells, California.

Wildcard snub surprises
Queen’s champion Maria

London, United Kingdom

Queen’s champion Tatjana Maria said on Monday
she thought she would get a wildcard after having to
come through two qualifying matches to begin the
defence of her fitle.

The German mother of two became the oldest winner
of a WTA 500 title at the age of 37 when she defeated
Amanda Anisimova in last year's final as women's ten-
nis returned fo London club Queen's for the first fime
since 1973.

Nevertheless, Maria missed out on a wildcard for the
grass-court tournament, a warm-up event for Wimble-
don, after all four went to British players but she has
made it through to the main draw.

“I think with all the respect of what | did last year, | was
pretty sure to get a wild card or | was hoping fo get
a wildcard,” Maria told reporters having beaten Briton
Lily Miyazaki and Uzkbek Kamilla Rakhimova to reach
the first round.

“It was not, like, five years ago, it was last year and
especially this fournament and to come back like a
champion, | hoped and | thought | would get a wild-
card.

“I was surprised when | gof the message from (tourna-
ment director) Laura Robson saying all the wild cards
would go fo the British players, which | understand of
course but you know as a champion, it's tough for me
(to accept).”

Maria added her two daughters were a particular in-
spiration before she plays Greek player Maria Sakkari in
the opening round on Tuesday.

“Yesterday | wanted to win also for my girls to stay as
long as possible because they really love to be here
and they love the tournament,” she said.

“A lot of members here (Queen’s) came to me and
said, ‘really we don't understand why you didn't get
the wildcard’, so it was super nice,” she added.(



