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Cancer researchers present advances and emerging treatments

Washington, United States
Cancer researchers high-
lighted several freatment
breakthroughs during their
annual summit in Chicago
that concluded Tuesday,
including preliminary but
encouraging data on po-
tential benefits of weight
loss medications.

Here is an overview of
the latest developments
from the American Soci-
ety of Clinical Oncology’s
(ASCO) annual meeting:

tha

- Major sirides in pancre-
atic freatment -

Among the more than
7,000 studies presented,
one on pancreatic cancer
gained particular acclaim.
Focused on one of the
deadliest forms of can-
cer, the clinical trial repre-

with

e iy

Resort recently celebrated its recognition
by the Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA) as
one of the winners of the Most Creative
Guest Activation Celebration for Interna-
tional Day of Happiness 2026 with a festive
Mexican-themed event for guests, team
members and resort leadership.

The recognition reflects Amsterdam Manor
Beach Resort's ongoing commitment to
creating thoughtful, memorable guest ex-
periences that embrace the joyful spirit of
Aruba's "One Happy Island.”

To mark the occasion, the resort hosted
a vibrant evening filled with live maria-
chi entertainment, colorful décor and a
lively atmosphere that brought guests and
team members tfogether in celebration.
Attendees enjoyed Mexican-inspired hors
d'oeuvres, handcrafted margaritas and a
special freat from the ATA-loaded nacho
cart by Isla Graze, which quickly became
a guest favorite throughout the evening.
The event served not only as a celebration
of happiness, but also as a heartfelt fribute
to the dedicated Amsterdam Manor team,
whose passion, creativity and commitment
continue to elevate the guest experience
each day. Resort management joined staff

the creation

n 90 start-ups
qccelerating the

journey from
to patient ben

discovery
efit

and guests throughout the festivities, creat-
ing a warm and welcoming atmosphere
that reflected the property's signature
family spirit.

"We are incredibly proud of our team for
their hard work and enthusiasm in bringing
happiness to life for our guests,” said the
management team of Amsterdam Manor
Beach Resort. "This recognition inspires us
to continue creating meaningful and joy-
ful moments that guests will cherish long
after their stay.”

The evening concluded with gratitude for
all guests and team members who par-
ticipated in the celebration and helped
make the event a memorable success.

Masha danki! _]

Britain’s King Charles Il and Britain’s Queen Camilla attend a reception at St James’s Palace in
London, on June 2, 2024, to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Cancer Research UK.

sented the first significant
breakthrough against the
disease in decades.

The treatment, which was
developed by the Ameri-
can start-up  Revolution
Medicines, involves a new
molecule named darox-
onrasib.

It demonstrated significant-
ly greater efficacy than
standard chemotherapy in
patients suffering from an
aggressive yet common
form of the disease.

Half of the patients stud-
ied survived for more than
13 months double the time
observed in patients in the
chemotherapy group.

“I think this represents, |
would say, an unprec-
edented paradigm shift
in how we're treating ad-
vanced pancreatic can-
cer,” said oncologist Mon-
ty Pal.

The research kindles hope
for other potential new
freatments as well, as the
molecule targets a protein
implicated in several types
of cancer.

Until recently, the protein
had not responded to ther-
apies.

- Could Ozempic impact
cancer? -

Researchers presented
very early but promising
data that leading weight-
loss medications like Ozem-
pic and Wegovy could

have a potential impact
on cancer.

These medications that
mimic a gastrointestinal
hormone (GLP-1) were
originally developed to
freat diabetes and may of-
fer benefits in other areas,
particularly in terms of car-
diovascular health.

Many American patients
suffering from obesity and
diabetes use these drugs
and are, due to underlying
conditions, at higher risk of
developing certain can-
cers.

Based on that premise,
US researchers sought to
determine whether these
medications could prevent
cancer from progressing
from an early stage to a
metastatic stage.

Their results showed a 38
to 50 percent reduction in
disease progression across
four types of cancer lung,
breast, colorectal and liv-
er in patients taking GLP-
1 agonists compared to
those taking conventional
diabetes tfreatments.

The data is encouraging,
but still requires confirma-
fion through randomized
clinical trials, said study
author Mark Orland, who
added “it's just the start.”

- Better-targeted treat-
ments -

Several studies that were
presented focused on
paring back cancer treat-
ments.

One re-evaluated the ben-
efit of axillary lymph node
dissection, which is a sur-
gical procedure involv-
ing the removal of armpit
lymph nodes in some pa-
fients with breast cancer.
The new clinical frial
showed that forgoing the
surgery which carries sig-
nificant side effects "is safe
for patients with breast
cancer that has spread”
to just one or two lymph
nodes.

“We are probably way
over performing actually
lymph node dissections,
and causing long term side
effectsin our patients when
it's unnecessary,” said Julie
Gralow, ASCO vice presi-
dent, as she praised the
findings.(4
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Barack Obama’s ‘Star Wars’ center touts his legacy

Chicago, United States
It's been nicknamed the
"Obamalisk” and compared
to a Star Wars spaceship and
the Eye of Sauron from “The
Lord of the Rings”.

Barack Obama's $850-mil-
lion-dollar presidential center
in Chicago has caused a stir
even before the Democratic
former president officially
opens it on June 18.
Obama’s is the latest, and
perhaps most audacious,
example of the peculiarly
American genre of monu-
ments that U.S. leaders have
erected to themselves after
leaving office.

Causing the most contro-
versy is its centerpiece the
near-windowless, 225-foot
(69-meter) granite obelisk
that houses the museum
devoted to the first Black
US president.

President Donald Trump
no fan of either Obama or
modern architecture has
unflatteringly compared it
to a trash can.

But the people behind the
Obama Presidential Center
insist that despite its brutalist
appearance, the monument
reflects the core messages
of his 2009-2017 presidency.
“It's a permanent home for
hope,” said Valerie Jarreftt,
CEO of the Obama Founda-

The Obama Presidential Center towers over Jackson Park on May 15, 2026 in Chicago, lllinois.

fion and a former top White
House aide during his presi-
dency.

The monolithic museum
is the anchor for a bigger
19.6-acre site in Chicago'’s
South Side, which has long
been home to Barack and
Michelle Obama.

It includes a giant bas-
ketball gym dubbed the
“Home Court” as a tribute
fo Obama’s love of shoot-
ing hoops.

There is also a sprawling
playground and a public
library. But unlike the other
15 official US presidential li-

Dissing critics with humor,

stardom

Washington, United States
Drug use, sobriety, erec-
fions... The son of former
U.S. president Joe Biden
has become an unlikely
social media sensation as
he takes aim aft crifics with
a mix of self-deprecating
humor, biting retforts and
salty language.

Hunter Biden, plagued for
years with legal tfroubles
and drug addiction, has
lashed out at trolls on Elon
Musk’s platform X in a series
of posts that have gone vi-
ral since he relaunched his
old account.

Earlier this week, 56-year-
old Biden marked "7 years
sober” by offering grafi-
fude to supporters of his re-
covery program in a short
clip on the platform.

When one X user dismissed
this, claiming cocaine re-

portedly discovered in the
White House in 2023 “was
your bag,” Biden fired right
back.

“It most definitely was not.
| would never have forgot-
fen my drugs,” Biden joked
in a retort garnering more
than 18 million views.
Another X user posted an
apparent digitally altered
image depicting Biden
with a drug pipe in his
mouth.

“I know this may sound
petty, but | can’'t stand it
when people... photoshop
a meth pipe in my mouth.
A crack pipe doesn't have
that little bowl at the end,”
Biden deadpanned in re-
sponse.

“This is why we can't trust
Al. Please make the ap-
propriate edit. Thank you
for your attention to this

braries, it will store archives
digitally instead of having
physical copies.

- ‘Obama burger’ -

Locals complained when it
was announced in 2018 that
the center would be built on
a piece of green space, but
the Obama Foundation says
itis meant to be at the heart
of the community.

Obama was heavily involved
in the design almost too
heavily at times, Jarrett said.
“He's a bit of a frustrated
architect, and so he had a
lot to say about the way the

building was designed,” she
said.

The building features gi-
ant stone letters on the top
spelling out part of a speech
that Obama gave in 2015in
Selma, Alabama, the cradle
of the civilrights movement.
Aslightly bigger than life-size
statue of the Obamas wav-
ing welcomes guests to the
museum, an AFP journalist
saw during a media preview
on Wednesday.

The museum itself begins
with a “Hope and Change
Lobby” and moves on to
a colossal four-storey-high

screen showing scenes of
the Obamas and the civil
rights movement.

At the fop is a stunning “Sky
Room” with views over Chi-
cago, where visitors can
physically look through the
words of Obama’s speech.
A restaurant sells “The
Obama Burger” for $15.50.
The first floor has items from
the young Obama'’s life, in-
cluding a cast of his hand-
print. The second floor moves
on to his 2008 US election win,
while the third celebrates the
achievements of his presi-
dency.

One of the most striking ex-
hibits is an exact replica of
Obama'’s Oval Office, where
visitors can sit behind the full-
scale Resolute Desk.

The comparison between
Obama’s rather minimalist
version and Trump’'s maxi-
malist gold-accented Oval
is plain, if unspoken.

- 'Inspiring’ -

Trump is perhaps the ele-
phant in the room through-
out the museum.

He succeeded Obama in
2017 and has since fried to
dismantle everything the
Democrat did. But the "hope
and change” messaging
throughout the center fries
fo look past the last Trump-
dominated decade. (4

Hunter Biden finds social media

matter,” he added, signing
off in a style reminiscent of
another social media sen-
safion  President Donald
Trump.

In his reply to another skep-
fic on X, Biden wrote: “Why
does everyone keep say-
ing this2 | smoked crack. |
would never have wasted
cocaine by putting it up
my nose.”

Another comment that
drew widespread amuse-
ment was his remark that
“I've never stolen an erec-
tion in my life” a sarcastic
jibe at another online at-
tacker whose claim about
stolen elecfions was mis-
spelled with an “r" instead
of “."

For years, Biden has faced
bitter scrutiny from Repub-
licans, who viewed him as
his father's Achilles Heel.

Hunter Biden (R), son of U.S. President Joe Biden, and Melissa
Cohen Biden (L) arrive at Joint Base Charleston in North
Charleston, South Carolina, on January 19, 2025.

Hunter Biden received
an uncondifional pardon
from Joe Biden in Decem-
ber 2024, after Trump de-
feated the Democratic
election candidate, vice
president Kamala Harris.

When he relaunched his
X account last month,
Biden junior opened with
a blunt infroductory post:
“I'm Hunter Biden. You've
never actually heard from

me."d
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‘Backrooms’ born of ‘itch to explore’ online horror meme

Paris, France

Bringing a horror series
that went viral on YouTube
to the big screen, "Back-
rooms" smashed box of-
fice records in its opening
weekend in the US.

Ahead of the release,
20-year-old director Kane
Parsons told AFP how the
project developed from a
creepy story that spread
online about a claustro-
phobic, labyrinthine alter-
nate dimension.

- When did you come
across the 'Backrooms’ uni-
verse? -

"It was May of 2019. | would
have been 13 at the time. |
do not recall the first time |
saw (the original photo that
inspired the stories) exactly,
because it was very preva-
lent as a meme... | kind of
saw it everywhere for a
couple of weeks.

“Initially I think the thing that
was speaking to me was
the fact that I have certain-
ly been in a million different
spaces that resemble the
backrooms and feel like
the backroom:s.

"The generic aspect to
them is evocative of vague
memories from childhood
you can't quite pin down.
It wasn't actually until prob-
ably a couple of years later
(that)... I had the itch to fry
to explore that myself and

U.S. director Kane Parsons attends the LA special screening of “Backrooms” at the Aero Theatre
in Santa Monica, California on May 7, 2026.

that's what | did with that
first short."

- Q.: Your first video, posted
in 2022, showed a young
boy straying through terrify-
ing corridors and topped 20
million views in two weeks.
How did that affect you? -
"It did very well on YouTube
initially, which | did not ex-
pect... within a month of
that, I started getting emails
from a whole bunch of dif-
ferent companies.

"I had no interaction with
the film industry at that

point. | was 16 at the time.
So it was all very new and
| was very scepfical of
what it could mean to try
to adapt this or to be en-
gaging with suits at all for
something that | cared so
personally about.

"I wanted to appreciate
and be very careful with
the legacy of this thing. If
we're gonna go down that
road, we've got to do it
very specifically and very
meticulously."

- Why did you make the

jump to cinema after mak-
ing more than 20 short films
on YouTube? -

"My whole life I've used
YouTube...I've always been
of the mind that there's not
really a direct barrier other
than a financial one, that
separates a project that is
online from something that
is in the industrial film world.
"There are reasons why in-
ternet projects are maybe
not always taken seriously,
but | also do think there's a
lot of genuinely really great
work being done by a lot of

independent creators out
there.

"I'm surprised this is not a
strategy being employed
more, of frying fo seed an
IP online and test it there
for cheap. That's not a bad
way to go about it. Testing
this thing out and seeing if
it can grow organically and
take root with people in a
more simple form.

"It does feel like a good
majority of these projects
that are kind of mentioned
in the same breath are all
in the horror vein. That feels
like the biggest launching
point for independent stuff
on YouTube that I've seen.”

- Did you always want to be
the one to direct the film? -
"There was no version of this
where | wasn't the one di-
recting that | would person-
ally be open to. I've always
been very stingy about
that. "I would say the cre-
ative freedom got higher
the further along the pro-
cess went.

"The original script is prob-
ably the bit | had the least
immediate  (involvement
in), lwasn't writing the thing.
"From there it's been a con-
finuous process of sculpting
it in litfle ways and some-
times bigger ways until it's
exactly the project that |
wouldbe wanting to put

out.d

Designer Gabriela Hearst still believes in ‘brilliance of humanity’

despite Al

Montevideo, Uruguay

The “briliance of human-
ity” will matter more, not
less, in an Al world, Uru-
guayan designer Gabriela

Hearst told AFP in an inter-
view.

Natural materials and
handmade craftsman-
ship are the hallmarks
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Uruguayan-U.S. fashion designer Gabriela Hearst poses for
a picture before the unveiling of Uruguay’s national football
team official suits ahead of the 2026 FIFA World Cup at the
Centenario Stadium in Montevideo, on June 2, 2026.

of Hearst's luxury brand,
whose commitment to en-
vironmentally friendly fash-
ion has secured her status
as a sustainable style icon.
With celebrities including
Kate Middleton, Julia Rob-
erts and former US first lady
Jill Biden wearing her per-
sonal brand, Hearst was
also the first Latin American
woman fo lead the French
fashion house Chloe from
2020 to 2023.

In a world threatened
by climate crisis and the
emergence of arfificial in-
teligence, “there will be
a genuine need for hand-
made creation,” Hearst
told AFP during a recent
frip fo Montevideo to pres-
ent World Cup uniforms to
the Uruguayan team.

“The human part, the part
of our brain that is unique
fo us, the part that repre-
sents the briliance of hu-
manity, is going to matter
more and more,” she said.
The designer on the cusp
of 50 prizes quality over
quantity, and obstinately
opposes fast fashion fads.

“There are so many clothes
in the world,” she said.
“There's always a way to
have a small amount, but
of good quality.”

- ‘True beauty’ -

Now based in New York,
Hearst said she owes her
infimate  knowledge of
quality, sustainability and
“true beauty” to her native
Uruguay.

“When | was little, | want-

ed to go tfravel, to see the
world,” she said.

“After tfraveling,” she con-
finued, “I was able to ap-
preciate what it means o
grow up with those star-
filled skies, the nature, eat-
ing food from the land, the
quality, the natural luxury
that surrounded me.”
“Clothes were passed
down” in Hearst's com-
munity, she said, recalling
picking through her moth-
er's wardrobe filled with
garments made by the
family seamstress.

In her native country of 3.4
million people, hundreds
of weavers work for Manos
del Uruguay, a network of
cooperatives that produc-
es handcrafted garments
for Hearst's brand.(
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Al unearths football talent beyond scouts’ radar

Sao Paulo, Brazil

Brazilion teenager Leo Vei-
ga had almost given up
on his dream of becoming
a professional footballer
when artificial intelligence
helped him secure a spotin
the youth ranks of an Italian
club.

Tech companies promising
fo “democratize” football
are launching apps that
allow young players to up-
load videos recorded on
their phone of them show-
casing their ball skills.

Al is then used to analyze
and score their perfor-
mance, which is sent fo
scouts and clubs.

The 18-year-old Veiga was
stuck playing for a small
club in his home stafte of
Santa Catarina in southern
Brazil when he discovered
one of these apps, from
Swiss company Footbao.

A YouTube video offered
the highest-scoring users to
train for a few days with the
Italion club Lecce. Veiga
was selected and caught
the eye of a scout, who de-
cided to take a chance on
him.

“Al opened a new door,”
he told AFP from Italy,
where he is now under con-
fract with the youth acad-
emy of the club Sperziq,

Julio Mariutti, senior product designer at Foot Bao, shows how the app works during an
interview with AFP, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on April 22, 2026.

which plays in Italy’s sec-
ond division.

“l thought, ‘I'm going to
download the app and
give it a try. If nothing hap-
pens, it doesn't matter be-
cause nothing else is work-
ing out for me. But what if
something does happen?'”
he said.

Footbao works with videos
from matches and fraining
sessions, while another tech
company in the field, Ger-

man firm CUJU, uses videos
of drills suggested to users
through the app.

- Untapped potential -
Around 120,000 players
have used the Footbao
app. most of them in Brazil,
the world’s largest exporter
of football talent.

“There are probably be-
tween 14,000 and 15,000
players with the potential
tfo join clubs or acade-

mies,” chief executive Nick
Rappolt told AFP.

The company, founded in
2023, also operates in Co-
lombia and Argentina and
plans fo expand info other
South American countries.
According to Rappolt, Al
can ‘“democratize” fooft-
ball by helping identify tal-
ent that lies outside the rao-
dar of major development
centers.

CUJU's app, meanwhile,

was launched last year
and has been download-
ed around 160,000 times.
“Professional clubs have
huge databases, but they
mostly  contain  players
who have already been
scouted. There is no reliable
data on talent at the ear-
liest stages,” Sven Muller,
CUJU’s marketing director,
fold AFP.

The goal, he said, is to turn
“simple videos recorded on
a phone” into “reliable per-
formance data.”

Boost to women’s foot-
ball In Sao Paulo, Marcela
Geremias de Lima repeat-
edly kicks a ball against a
wall, one of the exercises
proposed by CUJU, which
focuses on technical skills
such as ball control and
speed.

After using the app, Marce-
la was invited to youth tour-
naments organized by the
company in front of scouts.
She eventually earned a
place in the Under-15 side
of Corinthians, a power-
house of South American
women's football with six
Copa Libertadores titles.
The exercises “help you im-
prove” and mean “you can
be seen from anywhere in
the world,” she said.. ]

French pair propose new term to define ‘environment’

Washington, United States
Environmental causes face
an uphill battle. Overshad-
owed in politics, over-
looked in budgets and
defeated in courts, nature
is often treated as a niche
concern, second to more
pressing matters.

Two Frenchmen one a phi-
losopher, the other a legal
scholar think language is
part of the problem and
argue that protection of
the living world should be
discussed in entirely differ-
ent legal terms.

In their new book, Baptiste
Morizot and Laurent Neyret
make the case that “hab-
itability” -- the condifions
that support human life on
Earth -- should be treated
as a fundamental right like
dignity and liberty.
“Habitability is the condi-
tion of all our rights and

freedoms,” Morizot, a re-
searcher at Aix-Marseille
University, told AFP.

Even in France where the
environment holds consti-
tutional status, Morizot said
the defense of nature as a
basic right is often relegat-
ed below other core val-
ues even if people do not
realize it.

“No one has said we should
talk about the environment
as if it were secondary,”
the philosopher said. But “it
is marginalized; it is not in
the realm of importance”.

- Marginalized -

Morizot and Neyret
searched for a ferm that el-
evated the environment to
a fundamental condition
of humanity’s existence
rather than a backdrop to
be protected when con-
venient.

“This word exists. It is habit-

ability,” they wrote in “Lib-
erté, Dignité, Habitabilité”,
the French title of their
book published in April
which is yet to be translat-
ed info English.

The framework of environ-
mental law, the authors
write, dates from a fime
when humans did not yet
have the fechnological
capacity to drastically al-
ter Earth’s habitability or its
climate.

Morizot says “the environ-
ment” has become more
broadly associated with
nature and “people who
like flowers and little birds.”
“But security is more im-
portant, health is more
important, growth is more
important,” he said of the
prevailing aftitude.

If judges regarded habit-
ability in the same way as
liberty then “restrictions on
applying pesticides near

groundwater would no lon-
ger be seen as an arbitrary
burden, but as the result of
a value recognized by all”,
the authors wrote.

The concept “prohibits
the law from continuing to
speak as if the world were
an  unchanging environ-
ment.”

‘Underground movement’
Even as environmental pro-
tection has slipped down
the policy priority list in the
United States and Europe,
climate  activists  have
scored major courtroom
wins recently from the In-
ternational Court of Justice
to national tribunals.]

dumping site in Guwahati on June 5, 2024.
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Show must go on for ballerinas

Havana, Cuba

Cuban badllerina Laura Ka-
mila Rojas is dancing her
way through the fransport
woes, lengthy power cuts
and economic hardship
that now define daily life on
the Caribbean island.
Twirling and pirouetting as a
soloist with the National Bal-
let of Cuba (BNC), the usu-
ally shy 25-year-old trans-
forms infto a commanding
performer onstage.

Rojas nabbed the coveted
position a year ago, but it
hasn't been easy.

The Afro-Cuban dancer is
balancing a pivotal mo-
ment in her career with fuel
shortages that have drasti-
cally curtailed Cuba’s cul-
tural scene, along with ev-
ery other walk of life.

“It has been a bit difficult,”
she told AFP.

“The blackouts sometimes
keep me from getting any
rest, but | always do what-
ever | can. | get up and fell
myself that | can do it, and |
keep moving forward.”

- ‘'This is what we love’ -
Ballet has featured promi-
nently in Cuban cultural life
since the 1959 Revolution,
which democratized ac-
cess to the arts.

Overseen by the late ballet

=

in crisis-hit Cuba

Dancer Laura Kamila Rojas, 25, performs on stage during a performance of “Coppelia” by the
National Ballet of Cuba at the Teatro Nacional de Cuba, in Havana, on May 8, 2026.

legend Alicia Alonso, the
country developed its own
school and proudly main-
tains one of the world's most
prestigious companies.
Rojas has become a star
of the scene and received
enthusiastic accolades
from the hard-to-please
crowd following her role as
Swanilda, the heroine of the
comedic 1870 ballet “Cop-
pelia.”

“Bravo, Kamila!” the audi-
ence cried after a flaw-

less sequence of turning
jumps during an April per-
formance at Havana's Na-
tional Theater.

Born in Jesus Maria, a work-
ing-class neighborhood
with a strong Afro-Cuban
influence, Rojas’ life was im-
bued with song and dance
from day one.

With a mother who danced
in a folkloric group directed
by her father, their daugh-
ter's decision to pursue
pointe work over the fam-

ily fradition surprised every-
one.

Now, her enduring passion
has encountered countless
obstacles as a result of the
severe fuel shortagesin U.S.-
blockaded Cuba.

Every day, Rojas looks for
a way to get to her dance
studio, located in the Ve-
dado neighborhood five ki-
lometers (three miles) away
from her home.

“If necessary...'d come

on foot,” said the young
dancer with angel wings
tattooed on her back.
Company buses are now
only available on perfor-
mance days due to fuel
shortages.

Previous all-day rehears-
als have also been scaled
back to just four hours, as a
way to save electricity and
give the dancers time to
get home.

“But the demand on us is
the same,” said Rojas.

“"We allwant to be here, be-
cause this is what we love,”
she added as she prepared
for a practice session.

- ‘Out of reality’ -

A lack of sleep makes the
challenging work even
trickier.

At night, the use of air con-
ditioning or even a fan to
offset the intense summer
heat has become impos-
sible due to outages. Mos-
quitos also have to be reck-
oned with.

But "when | dance, | forget
everything,” said Rojas.
“Anything can happen, but
my thing is dancing.”

BNC director and prima bal-
lerina Viengsay Valdes, 49,
takes pride in this attitude
that prevails across the
company.

Nigerian museum revamp brings treasures within reach

Lagos, Nigeria

Gazing at two large en-
graved 1éth-century el-
ephant tusks on display at
Nigeria's National Museum
Lagos, a guide surprised
visitors by felling them:
“You can touch them gen-
fly™.

One of the three galleries
at the museum in Nigeria's
cultural and entertainment
hub has been remodeled
to allow visitors to interact
with some artifacts, re-
versing the typical ban on
fouching exhibits, as well
as take unrestricted pho-
fographs in an effort to en-
gage younger audiences,
curator Nkechi Adedeji
told AFP.

As the group felt the tex-
ture of the elephant tusks
to the tune of Afrobeats
softly playing on overhead
speakers, a young photog-
rapher was busy snapping

away, likely for a social
media post.

According to Tinuke Odun-
fa, the interior designer of
the gallery, the plan was to
modernize the space and
present Nigerian history in
an “intenfional” and “im-
mersive” environment.
“Everything was intentional

in terms of how the space
should be experienced, in
terms of the colors, how
the space leads you,”
Odunfa told AFP.

The gallery holds one of
the country’s most exten-
sive collections, including
major archaeological and
ethnographic artfifacts

Tinuke Odunfa, interior designer of the new gallery, poses for a
photograph as she sits inside the National Museum in Lagos on

April 23, 2026.

such as 5th-century terra-
cofta by indigenous Nok
people.

Its white walls are lined with
artifacts encased in glass,
arranged chronologically
from the oldest to the new-
est, each accompanied

by brief notes.
A few other items of the
permanent exhibition,

“Echoes of the Past”, espe-
cially those made of wood
and metal, are laid out in
such away that visitors can
tfouch and “feel them”, the
museum’s head of exhibi-
fion Olusegun Adeleye, 51,
said. Low ambient lighting
casts a soft glow across the
gallery, giving the space
a quiet, reflective atmo-
sphere.

Lagos, the vibrant mega
city of more than 20 mil-
lion people, and often de-
scribed as Nigeria's meli-
ing pot, inspired Odunfa’s

design .

- ‘Coming in droves’ -
Since the renovated gal-
lery opened to the public
in April, it has been draw-
ing more visitors than be-
fore, Adedeiji said, without
giving figures.

Its Instagram-ready spaces
are drawing more school-
children and young adults,
with pictures and videos
increasingly shared online,
making it a popular des-
tination among *“content
creators”.

“They come here, do con-
tfent and before you know
it, it is all over the place,”
Adedeji said. “Youths are
coming in droves now”.

“l love the way the arti-
facts are displayed,” Oyin
Isioye, a 25-year-old pho-
tographer, visiting the mu-
seum for the first time, told
AFP.
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Aruba: The island of Aloes

ORANJESTAD - Aloe Vera, a
succulent plant species, is
renowned for its incredible
properties for the skin. It is
widely distributed and usu-
ally grows in tropical, semi-
tropical and arid climates
on the planet. But this plant
also had a very prominent
role in the history of Arubaq,
and its significance to the
island’s economy endures
to this day.

The leaves of Aloe Vera
contain a good amount of
gel which when used topi-
cally, is great for the skin.
Tradifionally, Arubans use
this gel to treat minor burns
and other skin ailments, or

just to keep skin supple and
looking bright and nour-
ished. Aside from the gel,
aloe contains a bitter, yel-
low substance (called aloin)
which is a gentle but power-
ful laxative, and it is also the
origin of the industry of aloe
in Aruba.

Aloe vera was introduced in
Aruba around 1840, when
most of the island’s inhab-
itants were farmers of little
means. Dutch Governor
Van Raders infroduced the
plant after it had been intro-
duced in otherislands of the
Caribbean to cultivate and
harvest the aloe to produce
the laxative.

i\
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Around 1920, about two-
thirds of Aruba was aloe
fields, earning our island
the nickname “The Island
of Aloes.”

Under Commander Jan
Helenus Ferguson (1866-
1871), aloe experienced a
boom, which is why there
is a road named after him,
which goes through the
aloe fields. In the 19th cen-
fury, Aruba was the main
supplier of aloin for laxative,
which was imported abroad
to the United States and Eu-
rope. The aloin from Aruba
and Curacao was known
to be one of the best in the
world and was more expen-
sive, which meant that at
the time, it had significant
economic impact, particu-
larly for the local farmers.

However, by the time the oil
industry arrived on Aruba, it
changed the labor market
on Aruba, shiffing away
from agriculture. It would be
after World War Il that aloe

would make a comeback.
And eventually, as science
learned about the amazing
properties of aloe gel, the
industry shifted from pro-
ducing laxative to produc-
ing skin care. An inferest-
ing fact is that in 1951, the
production of Aruban aloe
amounted to around 30
percent of the total global
production!

The impact and relevance
of aloe is visible all around
Aruba. While most homes

F,&--‘é‘.’ﬂj .- h 5 e = Ealdi;

will have a few plants for

personal use and decora-
fion, houses are also deco-
rated with aloe motifs, and
at some point, aloe even
featured on post stamps.
Around 1920, about two-
thirds of Aruba was aloe
fields, earning ourisland the
nickname “The Island of Al-
oes.” And in 1955, the aloe
became a part of Aruba’s
coat of arms, symbolizing
prosperity for the island.(

Images from the archive of
the National Library of Aruba.
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All Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms).
Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets.
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach & 2 Large Supermarkets.

e e e e s e Sl
FEEL FREE TO CONTACT OR VISIT US.

Mon-Fri: 8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697

Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free)

Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (tcll free)

Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba
e —
Email: info@arubagqualityapartments.coml Whatsapp: (297) 734-3008
Website: www.arubagualityapartments.com

e -

..
www.arubagqualityapartments.com

QUALITY APARTMENTS

AND SUITES

So please, for your next frip fo Aruba Don't hesitate to contact us...
book directly with us at Aruba Qual-  Marisella, Aislinn, Janique & Alec.
ity Aparfments & Suites.

) T

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites

Tel: (297)-582-0697

WhatsApp: (297)-593-9647

Email: info@arubaqualityapartments.com

Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Toll Free Calls from the USA & Canada: 1-866-470-1411

Office Hours: Monday — Friday: 8am-7pm. Saturday & Sunday: 2am-5pm.

Facebook: @qualityapartments
Instagram: aruba_quality_apfts

! A Loft -‘l"“'tlm.-nt! Ve
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Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality ser-
vice in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apari-
ments (46 Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites).

Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at afford-
able daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished
and non-smoking. There is free WIFI on the premises and free inter-
national phone calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-
water pool, a fitness room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside.
Free parking. And a security guard at night.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently located less than
1 mile from Aruba’s beautiful Eagle Beach, restaurants, hospital /
pharmacy, casino’s, 2 large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cin-
ema and a golf course.
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Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Picudal

i

(Oranjestad)—If you're ever plan-
ning on snorkeling during your va-
cation on Aruba, you may spot fish
that you can’'t recognize. One of
these may be the “Picuda”, a very
common fish that swims all year
long in the waters of Aruba. Here’s
some information about the be-
loved Picuda.

Well known is the Picuda on the
island—Barracuda in English. Ifs
scientific name is Sphyraena bar-
racuda. It is a widely caught fish.
It is found throughout the year in
our waters, where it is a so-called
“ambush predator” that stays still
or floats in the water waiting for
its prey to approach so it can at-
tack it with lightning speed. It is well
known for fishermen, especially for
its white flesh in fish soup. In fish-

ing culture, there are many other
names, such as Pecho blanco, Ble-
kito, Banana, or Bleki. The names
vary according to size.

Picuda can be found in our waters
around our island throughout the
year. Picuda, in our waters, is ed-
ible without any problem. Picuda
is also a highly sought-after fish by
sports fishermen or recreational
fishermen because it puts up a
good fight once hooked. It can
be caught via trolling from a boat,
casting from shore with a line or
rod, or by jigging, casting the lure
(artificial bait) and moving it with
certain rod motions.[]

Picture courtesy of the Department of
Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries
(Santo Rosa).
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

G/A(GGMkPa Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

We're giving away

S50 Free Slot Play
to lucky slot and table
game players every

30 minutes from
7pm to Midnight!

Play Respansibly. Visit www.gomblersanarymeus.org if you or someane you knaw has o gambling problem,

mban snacks and where to find them

ORANJESTAD — Want to
taste something different
for a change? How about
some Aruban snacks that
you can find all around the
island? Hop in your car, and
go to these locations to find
some of the most popular
and tasty snacks that are
beloved by our locals.

One of the staples of Aru-
ban cuisine and snacks is
the Pastechi. Pastechi is a

Caribbean fried pastry that
is filed with cheese, meat,
chicken, veggies and some-
fimes even fish! Or perhaps
you might want to try a cro-
quette, locally called a “kro-
ket,” which is a crusty fried
snack with typically a meat
and dough mix filing. The
Aruban kroket is based on
its Dutch counterpart, the
“bitterbal”.

These two snacks are typi-

cally foundin alllocal snack
frucks, which can be found
all over the island, includ-
ing on the side of the main
road that stretches from San
Nicolas to the Hotel Area.
You can also find them aft
local bakeries all over the
island. These places may
also sell other snacks and
sandwiches too, perfect for
on-the-road lunch break.

While you're aft it, why not
accompany your snack
with a refreshing "bafido”?
Batidos are fruit shakes, typi-
cally made with added milk
for some creaminess. How-
ever, you can also ask to
hold the milk. Batidos are
commonly found in snack
shops too. You may find
some batidos along the flea
market downtown.

If you are looking for some-
thing a bit more fresh and
healthy, why not try some
coconuts, or shaved ice
from local vendorse These

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Preizels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lozy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts

Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique
Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

vendors carry their little shop
at the back of their fruck,
so they are ever-moving
around theisland. However,
there are a few spots where
you can almost always find

a coconut/shavedice ven-

dor:

* Right next to the Red
Anchor in San Nicolas,
on the way to Baby
Beach.

e Along the main road
next to the airport field.

* At the California Light
House.

* Atthe Alto Vista Chapel.

These vendors may also sell
other delights, like the be-
loved coconut-based des-
sert “cocada” or peanuts.
All'in all, in Aruba, you can
always find some place to
take a break and have a
bite of something local, you
maybe just might have to
look for them!]

Photo credit: wheninaruba.
com

Randy & Esther Fishman get the whole gang together for vacation!

(Oranjestad)—Recently we had the
pleasure to meet Randy and Esther
Fishman, two long-time friends of
Aruba from Westifield, Indiana, who
have been coming to the island for
30 years. For the first time this year,
they brought their entire family with
them:; their two sons Scott and Matt
and their families!

We hung out with Randy and Es-
ther this week, where they tfold us
they've been visiting Aruba since
1996. Randy admitted that he was
never a believer in time-shares,
but on Aruba it works because
they actually use it. They've made
it a fradition to visit twice a year;
around Memorial Day and then

for two weeks around the holi-
days. They usually have either one
of their sons and their families with
them, as it can be difficult fo get
the whole gang (10 in total) to-
gether for vacation twice a year.
But they're glad they finally got
the chance to soak up the Aruban
sun with their two boys and their
grandchildren.

The family used to go to Puerto Rico
for a while, but noticed over the
years how the weather got worse.
“Puerto Rico became like Miami. It
was rain. You always could count
on rain,” Randy said jokingly. Af-
ter being recommended to visit
Aruba, they never looked back.
Now, 30 years later, they still love

the Aruban weather. “You can't
complain.”

Over the years they made many
friends on the island, and would
even spend holidays and birthdays
with them. "We've made the best
friends here,” says Esther.

Randy and Esther are already
looking forward to their next visit—
sometime in December this year!
Thank you to the Fishman family
for loving our tiny home as much
as we do! The Aruba Today team
would like to give a shout out to
Randy and Esther, as well as Scott,
Amanda, and their two boys Leo
and Simon. A shout out also goes
out fo Matt and Jennifer and their
children Jamie and McKenziel]
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Keeping up with the conniving spider...
Nanzi fools Cha Tiger

Many years ago, Cha* Tiger did not live
in the mondi*, but among civil society.
Back then, he was feared by everyone.
When he walked past in a halfway, ev-
eryone around would make room imme-
diately, that's how ferocious he was.

One night a group of friends was hang-
ing out and they were talking about Cha
Tiger. “You know, that figer sure is incred-
ibly strong and | don't trust him one bit.
He probably eats a lot too. Oh, I'm so
scared of him!” one person said.

“Oh, don't be stupid! What can Cha Ti-
ger do?¢ He's all bark and no bite, that's
it. | certainly am not afraid of him. | bet
you guys that | could even sit on his back
like | would any donkey.” It was Nanzi
who said this. The people around him
laughed at his remarks, thinking how silly
it was for him to say such things.

“You, Nanzi¢ You are such a liar! He'll
stomp you into next Tuesday, stop saying
such nonsense.”

“I'm not lying!” Nanzi defended himself.
“He'll take me all the way to Shon Arei*.”

The next morning, Shon Arei already
knew of what Nanzi had been saying
about Cha Tiger. He was really curious
to see if Nanzi was brave enough to put
his money where his mouth is. Cha Tiger
walked past.

“Hey, Cha Tiger!” someone called to
him. He growled at the person. “Hey,
Cha Tiger! Listen!”

“Nanzi made fun of you, said he wasn’t
afraid of you at alll Said he could sit on
your back and that you weren't as strong
as we think you are.”

Cha Tiger stopped dead in his tracks, fu-
rious. “Well, I'll set him straight!” Cha Tiger
ran toward Nanzi's house, prepared to
teach Nanzi a painful lesson. The entire
way there he was growling and yelling,
making everyone around aware what
was going to happen. They all ran inside
and peaked through the blinds to see
the fight that was going to unfold.

Nanzi also heard Cha Tiger's screams,
slowly getting closer and closer. He was
terrified. His face turned pale, and his
teeth started chattering like someone
with a high fever. Sweat was dripping
down his forehead.

When Cha Tiger arrived at Nanzi's place,
he stormed in and saw Nanzi's frail body
lying face down in the corner. "Hey, how
are you, Cha Tigere” Nanzi asked, his
voice frembling. "l Heard you were mak-
ing fun of me in front of your little friends,
so | came to hear from your own mouth
what you have to say to me,” Cha Tiger

retorted, still fuming.

“Me?2 Talk bad about you2” Nanz
chuckled nervously. “People are such li-
ars, | swear. Can't you see how sick | am
here2” Nanzi took a pause, like some-
one who couldn't breathe properly. In
his case of course, it was probably from
extreme fear. "Shi Maria* wanted to take
me to Shon Arei, where someone can
heal me from my iliness.” Still wrapped up
in his act, Nanzi turned back face down.
“Me, a father of nine little children...”

Cha Tiger was shocked. Nanzi looked
absolutely terrible, God knows he was

dying.

“Cha Tiger, you're strong. Could you put
me on your back and take me to Shon
Arei, | can barely walk,” Nanzi pleaded.
Cha Tiger took pity on the spider and
agreed to do this favor. Nanzi climbed
on the tiger's back, letting his body falll
down and grabbing on to Cha Tiger's
neck. “"Would you mind putting a rope
in your mouth so | can hold on2 That way
| can sit up straight,” Nanzi asked. Cha
Tiger growled in reluctance but said OK.
And so they made their way to Shon Arei.

Once they started traveling through the
mondi, Nanzi furned to Cha Tiger and
said: “These mosquitos are so annoying!
Cha Tiger, do you mind if | cut a piece
of branch so | can keep these mosqui-
tos awaye” Cha Tiger let him take his
branch.

Eventually they made it out the mondi fo
where everyone else was. Nanzi immedi-
ately perked up and whacked Cha Tiger
with his branch, making the figer jump.
He ran all the way to Shon Arei’s castle.
Exhausted, he plumped down in front of
His Majesty.

“See, Shon Arei¢ Cha Tiger ain’t nothing
but a big donkey!” Nanzi said proudly.
Everyone around cheered: “Hurray,
Nanzi!” Poor Cha Tiger was so embar-
rassed that he was fooled by the conniv-
ing spider, and so he ran into the mondi
fo hide. To this day, it's said that the tiger
still hides away in the mondi.

Cha: Nickname placed in front of some-
one's name and can mean anything,
like friend. However, it often has nega-
tive connotations first.

Mondi: dry wooded areas found on the
ABC islands.

Shon Arei: The King
Shi Maria: Nanzi's wife.
Story and pictures are from “Kon Nanzi a

Nek Shon Arei (i ofro kuentanan antiano
di e arana sabi)” by Nilda Pinto.(4
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Cas Floria: The Decorated Houses of Aruba

(Oranjestad)—There may
be as many as 200 to 300
houses in Aruba that have
beautiful decorations, in-
cluding curtains, stars, flow-
ers, half-moons, etc., placed
on the corners or the upper
parts of the house.

These houses can be found
everywhere, in nearly every
district of Aruba. People
always thought that these
designs came from an In-
digenous culture; possibly,
the star design resembled
the way it was shown, similar
fo the “"God Sun” of the In-
digenous people. However,
the history of this decorative
system does not go very far
back in fime.

In his book Millefiori di Aruba,
Father Nooyen declares that
the first house to receive this
type of decoration was the
home of Mr. Bernardo Eman
Croes in Pos Chikito. Julien
(Janchi) Christiaans and
Gregorio (Goy) Semeleer
built this house in 1920 and
created the decorations
on the upper corners of the
house. Other people in Pos
Chikito, who saw this beau-
tiful work, also wanted their
houses decorated in the
same way.

Leoncio (Joonchi) Henricus
of Pos Chikito learned the
work from Janchi Christiaans
and, together with his son
Bonifacio (Bonny) Henricus,
continued decorating hous-
esin Pos Chikito and Sabana
Basora.

Janchi  Christiaans, Goy
Semeleer, and others from
Noord, such as Hilario Chris-
fiaans, Victor Tromp, Ge-
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rardo Jacobs, and Cornelis
Rosa, brought the same dec-
oration to houses in Noord
and Paradera. In 1927, Jan-
chi Christiaans built a house
for Julian Tromp in Buguruy.

This was the first house in
Noord to receive this type
of decoration. Later, those
in Paradera, Santa Cruz, and
Savaneta copied the house
decorations. They practiced
these systems up unfil 1944.

Even today, the patterns are
well preserved and protect-
ed, but they are no longer
used.
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Janchi Christiaans began
cutting the patterns out of
zinc plates and cardboard.
He also had his own cre-
atfions and systems, while
Leoncio and Bonifacio Hen-
ricus produced their own
fantasies. This is what made
these decorations popular:
many people could turn their
imagination into expressive
art.

However, the decoration
of houses was not originally
Janchi Christiaans’s idea.
Janchi was a disciple of his
father, Hose Christiaans, and

of the Donati family, from
[talian ancestors. They also
made these decorations,
though without using any
patterns, simply designing
and applying them with
common plaster as the ma-
terial.

Using Dr. Johan Hartog's Aru-
ba, Breve Historia as refer-
ence, | noticed that he also
writes that these designs are
not indigenous symbols, but
only decorative fantasies.
One point of disagreement
is that he wrote that in 1820
someone from Curacao be-
gan this type of decoration
in Aruba.

This means that, according
to Father Nooyen, who de-
clared that it beganin 1920,
it would have actually start-
ed 100 years earlier. As part
of hisresearch, Ito Tromp also
interviewed Mr. Julio Maduro
of the Department of Labor
at that time, who told him
that around 1880 Johannes
(Janchi) Wolff began with
house decorations. And
as Janchi himself said, he
learned this from his grand-
father, who in earlier fimes
had built the first lighthouse
at California Point.

After comparing his informa-
fion, Ito Tromp wrote that
Hartog was right concerning
the period when decorated
houses began in Aruba in
1820. However, it was not
people from Curacao who
started it. Victor Tromp, who
was 87 years old at the time
of writing, was a member of
Janchi Wolff’s family.

Julio Maduro said that in
1920 they began again
with this type of decoration.
In general, there is no spe-
cific year (up to now) when
Arubans first began with this

decorative artistic expres-
sion. It is interesting to know
that these decorations are
a kind of symbol for several
generations.

For example: Decorations
that appear on the house of
the Arends family could also
be seen on the houses of the
Bermudez or Croes families.
This was because parents al-
ways gave a specific sign to
their sons or daughters when
they were getting married.

It was also said that these
designs had a certain kind
of voodoo purpose, to keep
away the spirits of the In-
digenous people who were
buried in the neighborhoods
where the houses now stand.
However, this has almost
completely disappeared.

As for the continuation of
these designs from family to
family, this is a cultural heri-
tage that is no longer estab-
lished. For this reason, in ear-
lier times, every young man
who married had fo have his
own house; otherwise, there
would be no marriage.

The designs were created
according fo the individual’s
imagination. If he saw, for ex-
ample, six pairs of birds on a
free, he would then paint six
pairs of birds on a free. If he
wanted fo express his love
for his twin children, then he
designed a ftwin.

Nowadays, if you want to
use these designs for your
house, don't worry—you
can simply copy them and
paint them.

Source: E casnan Decora na
Aruba (1976) by Ito Tromp.

Picture credit: Stichting Mon-
umentenfonds & Caribiana.



FRIDAY 5 JUNEAZ.(!226I SERVICE

( ) Helpful tips f { Arub
CROSSWORD PIA[C wlulp elptul TIPS Tor your siay on Aruod
By THOMAS JOSEPH AL A ELIA
Y T (M N|G|S (Oranjestad)—When trav-
ACROSS 40 Flower B TIE[T | eling to another couniry, Supermarket hours 2
1 “Beat it!” girl, often PI]T TH | especially for the first time, Supermarket hours may
6 Stylishly 41 Bring to A|D|O O|A[D | it is always better to be vary depending on where < <
uninhib- bear PIEIT T|R|C over-prepared than under- you are staying on the is-
ited 42 Like some AlSIH HIEIN prepared. That is why we land. Generally though, :
1 Eucalyp-  communi- e EAIT | have a list of basic—but most supermarkets are - r
tus eater ties igg "’EE important—information open from 8am to 9 or \
12 “Hello” NIETR ‘olo that we think may come in  10pm, Monday through Caribbean by The Tele-
~ollo DOWN GIRIE CTAlX handy to Aruba'’s visitors. Saturday. On Sundays, su- graph, and many tourist
flngsr permarkets generally close that visit have often told
13 ‘?‘S c:u 1 Axel Electrical power earlier; mostly around 2pm.  us how they feel safe to
Like It performer 8 Swiss 26 Galahad's explore the island or walk
forest 2 Solar halo city mother = ' Safety around at night. However,
14 Craze 3 Boo— ; Since February 2024, Aruba  rare incidents do occurs, so
155 y . 9 Moves 27 Pavlova's i
wo.rd- (“To Kill smoothl field - has been categorized as keep yourself and your be-
making a Mock- iy - the safest country in the longings safe.
city ingbird” 10 Brewing 28 Individu-
17Haris and  recluse) heed al_ly
O'Neill 4 Out of 16 Starts 29 Signed a Aruba generally operates
18 Hydro- the wind 20Like some  lease on 110V fo 127V supply
carbon 5 Making tigers 30 Treat, as voltage and 60Hz. There
suffix decrees 21Cal. a turkey are also three ’rypes of out- f
19 Ex-Gl 6 Toast spans 34 Seoul lefs used on the island: fype GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS o
29 Brlght Spread 24 Hit Setting A with two flat prongs; type qu Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Berth: B :
- B with two flat and one e S RSO 0BT A
beam 7 Writer letters 36 For each grounding prong, and on | Dop I 8o
23 Pageant ired X ‘e
top?aers Tarbell 25Bungle 37 Retired jet occasion, type F with two 09 E’.’?fﬁ‘:&‘.*ﬁ?ﬂﬁ?!;‘: I
sazodiac | | L | [ I [ [ [ [° || roundprongandiwo ecrth R e e o e
q = = clips on the side. However, ettt
2 0Zen Type A |S mosf Common|y Arrival: 13:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Berth: | ,,-‘
5Senator 73 B found in homes and estab- —————— é«- o
Sanders = 16 = lishments. 16 Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Berth: B
27 Gold TE GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
. Arrival: B:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Berth: C
unit 18 9 20 e Drinking water SEVEN SEAS MARINER ’
a0 C|tyI of s & The water that flows Arrival: 10:00 | Deporture: 21:00 | Berth: |
northern . through the sinks of every 17 CARNIVALVISTA _
Italy 2 house, hotels and other il e
31 Gorilla, 25 |26 27 |28 |29 establishments is  distilled Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Berth: |
32 Imltatlng Aruba’s drinking wafter ex- %3 Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: B
33 Lenin’s 7 33 34 ceeds WHQO's international SHANORIR OF THE Ihrs
Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Berth: C
SUCCESSOr [z — = ;’rondords for water qual-
35 Missteps ity, so there is no need to iR
38 Key 39 40 buy boftled water from the TuE CARNIVAL MAGIC
39 Fork . - Sfore. \ Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: C
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| )
To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
A X Y D L B A A X R rovlv, each c;lurr?n g?rd eﬁlch 3x3 box <f:ontaiMns tge n;JmeerZ 1-9
. only once. Fuzzle diriculty inCreases trom ionaay 10 sunaay.
isLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used : :
, . . . King Classic Sudoku
for the three L’s, X for the two Os, etc. Single letiers, g
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 310 ? 715
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
2-4 CRYPTOQUOTE 7 8 1 9 Answer to previous puzzle
7 7/4/3|18[1/9(6/5|2
QTZBPO OJT WDL'H R B 2/6(8(3/5/7|1/4|9
2 816 [19]5|4/6/2|7]/38
g 6(8/4|1/7/5(9/2|3|:
QBZVITQ ... V DU QBZVIJTQ. DLX 119 8 4 5 5T alelal3ls 1 4l
o S
2 > |3[5/1]2[9/4[8[7[6]
XJL'H WDPP UB QEVZPBO. 8 4/1(/9(5/2/8|3|6|7[
0 5 £ |5(3/7]9/4/6(2|8]1]
N = |8|2|6|7/3[1|4|9]5E
— “DVZKPDLB! 6 1 5 Eﬂ Difficulty: % k% o
Cryptoquote: I HAVE BEEN, AND -
ALWAYS SHALL BE, YOUR FRIEND. LIVE LONG 8 6 2 S
AND PROSPER. — “STAR TREK II: THE WRATH OF i ©
KHAN" leﬁculty: %k k ok 6/5
\_ J L _J
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Vast astronaut mission kicks off commercial race to

replace ISS

Paris, France

The race to replace the
ageing International
Space Station is heafing
up after US company Vast
announced a mission to fly
an astronaut to its planned
Haven-1 station next year.
If the repeatedly delayed
Haven-1 is launched into
orbit as scheduled in early
2027, it will become histo-
ry's first commercial space
station, beating out several
competitors.

It would also mark a post-
ISS era for humanity’s pres-
ence in space, as the West
seeks independence from
Russian space operations
due to the war in Ukraine.
After a quarter of a century
being confinuously inhab-
ited, the ISS is scheduled to
be deorbited in 2030.

On Tuesday, Vast became
the first aerospace compa-
ny to announce a crewed
mission to its future station.
This is an important mile-
stfone in a new era in
crewed spaceflight that is
less expensive -- and less
reliant on Russia, Vast CEO
Max Haoft told AFP in an in-
ferview.

- ‘Attractive prices’ -
French astronaut Arnaud
Prost “is joining us on the
crew of the inaugural mis-
sion of what wil be the
world’s  first  operational
commercial space sta-
tion when it launches next
year”, Haot said.

On board Haven-1, Prost
will be tasked with carrying
out tests ahead of scientific
experiments, which will be
similar to those conducted
on the ISS, he explained.
The privately funded sto-
fion will have a single mod-
ule, compared to 16 cur-
rently on the ISS.

During its three years in
orbit, it will *host four two-
week missions,” Haoft said.

Multifamily Porch Sale
saturday june 6th
from 9am to 3pm
sunday june 7th
from 9am to 1pm
Paradera 198-H
Tel. 594 1527
220372

This still image from a NASA livestream shows Crew-12 answering questions during a livestream

aboard the International Space Station (ISS) on February 14, 2026.

Vast has bigger plans for its
replacement.

Haven-2 will eventually
have nine modules, but
the company plans to de-
ploy them gradually over
fime.

This will mean the modules
cost “five to 10 times low-
er” than those for the ISS,
which often exceeded a
billion dollars, Haot said.
“This will allow us to in-
crease the number of
crewed flights and offer
more attractive prices to
our customers,” he added.

“We hope to launch three
modules per year for our
future station and that at
least one module will be
launched by a European
rocket.”

The company aims to have

four modules in space by
2030, which would sup-
port six-month missions on
board.

Other U.S. aerospace com-
panies also have plans o
launch commercial space
stations, including Axiom
Space and Amazon billion-
aire Jeff Bezos's Blue Origin.
The California-based Vast,
which was founded in 2021
by cryptocurrency billion-
agire Jed McCaleb, ac-
knowledges it entered the
race late.

But the company now
claims to be ftwo years
ahead of its rivals, cifing
confracts with NASA.

- European HQ -

Also on Tuesday, Vast an-
nounced a mission to send
French astronaut Thomas

us!

Pesquet to the ISS next
year. The company also
plans to open its European
headquarters in Paris.

For both new missions, Vast
will use SpaceX's Falcon 9
rockets and Dragon 2 cap-
sule to get the asfronauts
into space.d
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Copilotc

A photo taken on May 7, 2026 shows the letters Al for Artificial Intelligence on a laptop screen
(top) next to the logo of the Microsoft’s Copilot chatbot application on a smartphone screen in
Frankfurt am Main, western Germany.

Microsoft unveils Al models in push for
independence from OpenAl

San Francisco, United States
Microsoft on Tuesday un-
veiled its own cutting-edge
artificial inteligence mod-
els in San Francisco a cru-
cial step toward reducing
its dependence on Ope-
nAl, the creator of Chat-
GPT.

Microsoft, the first company
fo have invested massively
in OpenAl, has for several
years been seeking to re-
duce its reliance on its Sam
Altman-led partner.

It renegotiated their alli-
ance last year and retains
only a non-exclusive license
on its fechnology until 2032.
But Microsoft chief Satya
Nadella has been saying it
for years: he refuses to end
up like IBM, the computing
giant that backed the rise
of Microsoft before being
supplanted by the upstart
company in the 1980s.

“It's important that we are
self-sustaining and are not
taking huge dependen-
cies, as this is a very fast-
moving, highly fluctuat-
ing environment,” Sophie
Lebrecht, who joined the
group’s Al feam in March,
said during a press visit to its
Silicon Valley campus.

At its annual developer
conference, Microsoft
Build, the group unveiled
MAI-Thinking-1, its first “rea-
soning” model Al systems
that break down problems

step-by-step  before re-
sponding, similar to offer-
ings from OpenAl, Google
or Anthropic.

Microsoft says it built the
model “from scratch” with
“no distillation” of rival
models a common short-
cut that involves copying
a competitor’'s outputs to
frain a new system more
cheaply and quickly.

The tool, still limited to a se-
lect group of customers, ar-
rives roughly a year and a
half behind pioneers such
as OpenAl and Google.
Microsoft also unveiled oth-
er in-house models for gen-
erating images, transcrib-
ing audio, creating synthet-
ic voices and coding.
Joining the broader Silicon
Valley craze, the group
aims to ride the wave of so-
called “agentic” Al, which
has moved the technology
beyond a simple chatbot
to one that acts on your
behalf.

- From ‘virus’ to feature -

It unveiled Microsoft Scout,
an  “always-on” assistant
for preparing meetings,
managing schedules and
drafting emails based
on OpenClaw, the open-
source software whose
global popularity launched
this wave in late 2025.
Nadella at the time called
it “a virus,” with Silicon Val-
ley alarmed by online secu-

rity incidents triggered by
the autonomous agents.
Less than a vyear later,
OpenClaw’s Austrian cre-
ator, Peter Steinberger,
took the Microsoft stage on
Tuesday to applause from
executives and develop-
ers.

Scout is available only to a
limited circle of customers.
Last month, Google un-
veiled its own autfonomous
agent, Gemini Spark, re-
served for its premium US
subscribers.

Microsoft also announced
a Nvidia-powered mini-PC,
the Surface RTX Spark Dev
Box, capable of running Al
models offline, as well as an
Al platform dedicated to
scienfific research.

For bringing Al info the
home, Microsoft unveiled
its hardware bet: an eco-
system of Android-based
devices designed to inter-
act by voice with Alagents,
without opening applica-
tions as on a computer or
smartphone.

On stage, the company
showed two prototypes: a
desk speaker with a screen
that recognizes you by
face, displays your tasks for
the day and can double as
a computer once plugged
intfo a monitor; and a wear-
able badge for conversing
with your Al agent, devel-
oped with Qualcomm.[

British computer scientist Tim Berners-Lee poses for photos
during an interview with AFP in central London on June 3,
2026, on the sidelines of the SXSW London 2024 festival.

Tim Berners-Lee calls for
Al to preserve ‘original
values’ of web

London, United Kingdom

World Wide Web pioneer Tim Berners-Lee says he
wants fo see artificial intelligence preserve “the origi-
nal values” of his invention while allowing users to filter
personal data sent to tech giants.

The primacy “of the person, of the individual” was at
the heart of the internet and should apply to Al too, he
told AFP Wednesday in an interview on the sidelines of
the SXSW tech festival in London.

The British physicist-turned-computer scientist con-
ceived the web in 1989 while working at CERN, the Eu-
ropean particle physics lab in Switzerland.

Berners-Lee hailed Al as an “exciting” development --
but one that would benefit from being regulated.

Al models "“use the fact that the web has got so much
data on it fo be trained”, he said.

“It's important that people use this technology to
make sure that their customers, their citizens, have got
control over their own data,” he said.

Berners-Lee said that Al does not have anything like
the World Wide Web Consortium, the international in-
ternet standards organisation he founded.

As aresult, Al pioneers have not been able to “benefit
from the collaboration that they would get if they did
have something like that”.

- Web free for all -

Berners-Lee originally proposed his world-changing
invention as a way for scientists around the world to
share information about their research.

He named this new network the World Wide Web
(WWW), joining forces with Belgian Robert Cailliau in
1990 to develop it.

The web was based on two pillars: the HTML language
that allows the creation of a website, and the HTTP
hypertext system that lets the user request and then
receive a web page. Determined to make the web
freely available to everyone, he did not patent his pro-
gramme, ensuring it took off and spread rapidly.

With the use of personal data by Al models preoccu-
pying authorities, particularly in Europe, Berners-Lee
has made data protection his main cause in recent
years, notably through the starfup Inrupft.

“Without data, (Al models) can’t exist. And they've
had unfettered access to everybody’s data now, and
if we don't wafch it, we're going to get to a really bad
spot,” warned the company’s co-founder John Bruce.
Launched in 2018, Inrupt relies on secure data wallets
that remain in the hands of users.]
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Favorites keep apart in lead up to Tour de France

Paris, France

The Tour de France prom-
ises perhaps one of the
greatest yellow jersey bat-
tles in recent memory when
it begins in one month's
time.

Four-time champion Tadej
Pogacar will be aiming for
arecord-equalling fifth suc-
cess but he is likely to face
stiff competition from a re-
juvenated two-time former
winner Jonas Vingegaard
and teenage prodigy Paul
Seixas.

But with all three opting for
a very different pre-Tour
build-up, cycling fans will
have to wait until the Grand
Boucle itself to watch the
favorites go head-to-head
in a stage race.

It is a curious feature this
season, in which cycling'’s
best stage racers have
largely managed to avoid
each other.

In fact, Pogacar, 27, and
Vingegaard winners of the
last six Tour de France edi-
tions between them have
only faced each other
once since last year's race,
at the one-day European
Championships in October.
Having just won the Giro
d'ltalia, Vingegaard whose
only other two events this
year were the week-long
Paris-Nice and Tour of Caft-
alonia stage races will not
race again before the Tour.
“We think we're on a

¥

Team Visma Lease a Bike Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard wearing the overall leader’s pink
jersey celebrates as he crossing the finish line to win in the 20th stage of the Giro d’ltalia 2026 -
Tour of ltaly cycling race between Gemona del Friuli and Piancavallo, Italy, on May 30, 2026.

good frack for the Tour,”
Vingegaard said during the
Giro.

“I think | also somehow
evolved or took a bit of a
step here during the Giro.
That was the whole plan,
then to try to take another
step after the Giro,” the
29-year-old added with the
Tour starting on July 4 in Bar-
celona.

Pogacar has opted to
warm up for the Tour at
the week-long tours of Ro-
mandie, which he won last
month, and Switzerland,

which begins in two weeks’
fime.

His other five races this year
were all one-day spring
classics.

Frenchman Seixas, for his
part, is heading to the Cri-
terium du Dauphine, now
known as the Tour of Au-
verghe-Rhone-Alpes.

He has at least raced Po-
gacar twice this year, fin-
ishing second to the Slove-
nian great at two one-day
races: Strade Bianche in
March and Liege-Bas-
togne-Liege a month later.
It's a far cry from last

year  when Pogacar,
Vingegaard and German
Florian Lipowitz finished in
the top three spots at the
Dauphine in June and then
repeated the feat a month
later at the Tour.

Seixas was also at the Dau-
phine last year, finishing
eighth.

- Keeping control -

While the plethora of top-
level cycling races does
allow for the sport’'s best
tfo avoid each other, it re-
mains a rare phenomenon.
Pogacar and Vingegaard

have usually faced each
other in af least one stage
race ahead of the Tour.

In 2021, Vinegaard was
second to Primoz Roglic
who was himself a Tour
contender in those days
at the Tour of the Basque
Country with Pogacar third.
Pogacar beat Vingegaard
into second place aft Tirre-
no-Adriatico in 2022 and a
year later won Paris-Nice
with his Danish rival third.
The lack of pre-Tour clashes
between top riders does
not stop at the three fa-
vourites. Lipowitz has opted
to ride the low-key Tour of
Slovenia as his warm-up
event, while Remco Evene-
poel, who was third in 2024,
has decided to skip all the
traditional pre-Tour races.
His last race was Liege-Bas-
fogne-Liege at the end of
April, meaning he will have
spent 68 days without com-
peting when he starts the
Tour.

“We want to keep con-
trol of the workload, the
stimulus, the progress and
the process,” Evenepoel’s
sporting director at Red
Bull-Bora Hansgroher, Patxi
Vila, told Belgian newspa-
per La Derniere Heure.

It is not a total wash out
ahead of the Tour when it
comes to top riders com-
ing face-to-face in major
races, though.(4

Brunson vows no let up after Knicks comeback sinks Spurs

San Antonio, United States
Jalen Brunson fueled an-
other New York comeback
friumph on Wednesday but
said the Knicks can't afford
fo relax after pulling off a
105-95 victory over the San
Antonio Spurs in game one
of the NBA Finals.

Brunson scored 13 of his 30
points in the fourth quarter
as the Knicks rallied from a
14-point deficit to post their
12th straight victory after
sweeping the Philadelphia
76ers and Cleveland Cav-
aliers in the Eastern Confer-
ence semi-finals and finals.
It was the seventh double-
digit comeback in the sec-
ond half of a playoff game
by the Knicks over the last
two postseasons and their
fourth of these playoffs.

That includes their rally
from 22 points down with
less than eight minutes re-
maining in their opener
against Cleveland.

“I think we know what we
have to do,” Brunson said
of the Knicks' ability fo dig
in when they're down. "I
think we're a pretty to-
gether group and sfill just
continue to fight and have
each others’ back and just
know that we're going to
keep chipping away, chip-
ping away.

“It's a credit fo the mental-
ity we have as a tfeam,” he
said.

Teammate  Karl-Anthony
Towns said it's a mentality
that reflects New York City.
“It's something that's in
the city,” Towns said. “You

feel that energy in the city
the grit, the grind, the hard
work you've got to put in
to make it in the city.

“I think we reflect all our
fans and their lifestyles
and what it fakes to make
it in New York City when
we step on that court in a
Knicks jersey.”

The Knicks, chasing their
first fitle since 1973, are in
the Finals for the first time
since they fell to San Antfo-
nio in 1999.

While they managed fto
snatch a key road win,
Brunson said he expects a
young Spurs feam led by
French star Victor Wem-
banyama fo hit back hard.
“They come ready to play
more than any other team
we've faced,” he said.

“We have the utmost re-
spect for them. We know
that we've got to be ready
for game two.

“We can't just be satis-
fied,” he added after the

Knicks leaned on defense
to pull out the victory de-
spite a lackluster offensive
showing. “We have a lot
of things we can do to be
better.”(]

Jalen Brunson #11 of the New York Knicks looks on during the
fourth quarter against the San Antonio Spurs in Game One of
the 2026 NBA Finals at Frost Bank Center on June 03, 2024 in

San Antonio, Texas.
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Qualifier Chwalinska sets up Andreeva French Open

Paris, France

Maja Chwalinska made
French Open history on
Thursday as the world num-
ber 114 became the first
qualifier in the professional
era to reach the Roland
Garros final, where she will
take on Mirra Andreeva.
The Pole downed Diana
Shnaider 7-6 (7/4), 6-4 in
the last four fo join Russian

19-year-old Andreeva, a g
over EE.
in Safur-

straight-sets  winner
Marta Kostyuk,
day’s title-decider.

Should she best Andre-
eva in the final, Chwalin-

ska will become just the |

seed Shnaider, who a day
before eliminated world
number one Aryna Sa-
balenka.

“I don’t know what's going
on, | just, | dunno what to
say. I'm sorry, I'm just very
happy.” she added to rau-
cous applause on Court
Philippe Chatrier.
Chwalinska, appearing in
her first main draw in Paris,

second woman to come [+

through qualifying and win

a Grand Slam final in any

major since the Open era
began, after Emma Radu- FF
canu’s fitle run at the US [

Open in 2021.

The 24-year-old said her '

run in the French capital
was “like a dream”, mo-
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has won nine matches
across a three-week cam-
paign aft Roland Garros
that started with three
rounds of qualifying last
month.

She admitted that her
physical state was “not
great” in the aftermath of
her two-hour-10-minute
semi-final win.

“I mean it's so challenging
fo play against the best
players in the world day by
day, but it’s a Grand Slam
so you just have to give
your best day by day,” she
added.

“But I'm not complaining
at alll”

Chwalinska had only won
one mafch in her two
previous Grand Slam ap-
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Poland’s Maja Chwalinska reacts to her victory at the end of her women'’s semi final singles
. match against Russia’s Diana Shnaider on day 12 of the French Open tennis tournament on
ments affer beating 25th Court Philippe-Chatrier at the Roland-Garros Complex in Paris on June 4, 2026.

final clash

pearances, at Wimbledon
in 2022, and only just two
tour-level matches on clay
before Roland Garros.

En route to the last four,
Chwalinska started out by
downing Olympic gold
medallist Zheng Qinwen in
the first round before fell-
ing 23rd seed Elise Mertens,
former world number three
Maria Sakkari, hometown
hope Diane Parry and
22nd seed Anna Kalinska-
ya.

Chwalinska is projected to
climb to at least a career-
high No. 21 in the rankings.
After edging the first set
on a tie-break, the sec-
ond frame was level un-
fil  Shnaider requested
a medical fime-out for
a back massage. After
that stoppage, at 4-3,
Chwalinska won the next
three games fo claim
victory."Very proud of
myself, what | achieved
here,” Shnaider said of her
best performance so far in
a Grand Slam.(Q



