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Live snakes, dead bears and brain
worms: RFK Jr's wild animal antics

=

This screenshot from a video posted May 24, 2026 on the social
media platform X account of US Secretary of Health Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. shows Kennedy Jr. grabbing two snakes with his
bare hands on a patio in Florida.

Washington, United States
A viral video of U.S. Health
Secretary Robert F. Ken-
nedy Jr. picking up fwo
writhing black snakes with
his bare hands has put his
often bizarre adventures
with animals back in the
spotlight.

Kennedy is an unusual gov-
ernment minister, surround-
ed by confroversy over his
fringe views that edge into
conspiracy theories.

He's expressed skepticism
about vaccines, falsely link-
ing childhood immuniza-
tions to autism, and insisted
that fluoride in public drink-
ing water is unsafe.

And numerous stories have
emerged about Kennedy's
offbeat antics involving an-
imals, accentfuating his ec-
centric image.

In 2024, Kennedy acknowl-

edgedin avideo that a de-
cade earlier, he had put a
dead bear cub in New York
City's Central Park with a
bicycle to make it look like
a biking accident.

He said he had found the
bear upstate after it had
been hit by a car, and had
put it in his vehicle to skin it,
but then abandoned the
plan. The case mystified
authorities for years.

According fo a story re-
counted by his daugh-
ter, Kennedy also used a
chainsaw to cut off the
head of a dead whale that
had washed ashore in Mas-
sachusetts.

He then strapped it to the
roof of the family minivan
to take it home fo study its
skull, she said.

Similarly, in a 2026 biogra-

phy, Kennedy said he cut
off the penis of aroad-killed
racoon to study it later.

In another case, the New
York Times reported that a
doctor found a dead par-
asitic worm in Kennedy's
brain after he had com-
plained of memory loss. He
said he has recovered with
no lasting impact.

None of these stories seem
to embarrass Kennedy, the
son of Robert F. Kennedy,
who was assassinated in
1968 while running for presi-
dent.

“He has a relationship with
animals that most of us only
dream of. Nightmares are
also dreams,” wrote Wash-
ington Post columnist Mon-
ica Hesse.

- ‘Don’t copy him’ -

In the latest animal adven-
ture, Kennedy on Tuesday
posted a video of himself
on X picking up two thin
black snakes by their tails
from the corner of an out-
door patio.

Wearing a tfie and dress
shirt, he holds up the writh-
ing snakes and smiles.

At one point, he appears
to be bitten by one of the
snakes, while off camera a
woman's voice says, “Bob-
by, Bobby, please.”
cheerleads
removal of a pair of Black
Racers from Dr Oz's patio,”
Kennedy's caption reads,
an apparent reference
to his wife, actress Cheryl
Hines.

Mehmet Oz is the admin-
istrator of the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid
Services, part of the health
department Kennedy
heads.

Black racers “are non-ven-
omous and harmless to hu-
mans as long as they are
left alone,” according to
the National Park Service.
Cameron Young, of the
Center for Snake Conser-
vation, warned that peo-
ple should not pick them
up as they will bite.

“What | don’t want is peo-
ple copying him,” Young
told AFP. “If a kid picks up a
venomous snake because
RFK did, then the kid may
receive a medically signifi-
cant bite."[

“Cheryl the

Handlers hold Andy Warhol’s “Brigitte Bardot” during a press
preview on May 1, 2026 for Sotheby’s May Marquee Modern
& Contemporary Auctions in New York.

New York art auctions roar
back with blockbuster sales

New York, United States

With record prices for Jackson Pollock, Constantin Bran-
cusi and Mark Rothko, New York’s spring auctions are
soaring, confirming a frend that began in late 2025:
blockbuster sales are back.

According to an AFP database, 12 works have already
sold for more than $30 million this May in the city, includ-
ing two that exceeded $100 million.

That's a reversal following a slump in sales leading up to
2025, which experts attributed to global economic un-
certainty and a lack of high-value works on the market.
“We're really in a trend reversal,” Thierry Ehrmann, head
of art market information firm Artprice, told AFP.

A Jackson Pollock painting on Monday became the
fourth most expensive work ever sold at auction when it
was bought at Christie's in New York.

With its black drips of paint accented by fouches of red
on a huge canvas spanning over three meters (nine
feet), Pollock’s “Number 7A, 1948" sold for $181.2 million.
The previous record for American painter Pollock was
$61.2 million, set in 2021.

Also on Monday, a bronze head cast by the French-
Romanian artist Constantin Brancusi reached $107.6 mil-
lion compared with $71.2 million for his previous record
in 2018.

- Market shift -

The first signs of a spending surge date back to late 2025.
Sixteen works sold for more than $30 million that year, all
in New York, with two records at Sotheby'’s.

Bought for $236.4 million, “Portrait of Elisabeth Lederer”
by Austrian painter Gustav Klimt became the second
most expensive work ever sold at auction.

And “The Dream (The Bed),” a self-portrait by Mexican
artist Frida Kahlo, was acquired for $54.7 million -- mak-
ing it the priciest painting by a woman.

Market analysts note that many of these works come
from prestigious private collections released onto the
market in single blocks, which increases their appeal to
major collectors.

Ehrmann, of Artprice, said there has also been a shift in
the demographic of buyers.

“It's no longer a market for the ulfra-rich,” he said, with
younger people aged around 35 pursuing auctions, of-
ten drawn from the tech world and the global south.
And more buyers are women, Enrmann said, which can
benefit female artists.

The auction record for the American painter Alice Neel
was broken on Monday at Christie's, with $5.7 million for
“Mother and Child (Nancy and Olivia).”[d
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The safer scenic route: U.S. road fatalities hit historic low

For decades, the great
American road trip has
been a symbol of freedom,
punctuated by the hum
of tires on asphalt and the
unfolding of the vast conti-
nental landscape. Howev-
er, for many fravelers, that
sense of freedom was of-
fen shadowed by a linger-
ing anxiety over safety. This
week, new data from the
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHT-
SA) has provided the ulfi-
mate peace of mind: road-
related fatalities in the Unit-
ed States have plummeted
fo their second-lowest level
on record.

This stafistical milestone isn’t
just a win for data analysts;
it is a profound victory for
every family currently pack-
ing a cooler and loading
a suitcase intfo a trunk. As
we enter the peak spring
and summer fravel season,
the American highway is
becoming a sanctuary of
safety rather than a source
of stress.

The tech guardian
on your dashboard
Experts attrioute this dra-
matic shift to a “perfect
storm” of safety innovations
that have finally reached a
critical mass in the Ameri-
can fleet. Features that
were once considered lux-

o

Cars pass through the southbound toll plaza of the Golden Gate Bridge on November 25, 2025 in
San Francisco, Cadlifornia.

ury add-ons such as auto-
matic emergency braking,
lane-departure  warnings,
and blind-spot detection
are now standard in most
vehicles. These technolo-
gies act as a silent co-pilof,
correcting human error be-
fore it can lead to a colli-
sion.

“"We are seeing the results
of a decade of engineering
excellence,” says Dr. Elena
Rossi, a ftransport safety
consultant. “It's no longer

just about surviving a crash;
it's about the vehicle’s abil-
ity to prevent the crash
from happening in the first
place. For the vacationing
family, this means the caris
looking out for them, even
when the driver is distract-
ed by a beautiful view or a
backseat singalong.”

Infrastructure for the people
Beyond the car itself, the
“Safe Streets for All” initia-
tive a federal program that
funded thousands of lo-

cal infrastructure projects
over the last few years is
paying massive dividends.
Travelers will nofice subtler
changes on their journeys:
clearer signage, high-vis-
ibility road markings, and
“rumble strips” that are
more effective than ever.
In many towns along popu-
lar tourist routes, “road di-
ets” have narrowed lanes
and added protected bike
paths, slowing down ftraf-
fic and making main-street

strolls safer for pedestrians
and motorists alike.

A cultural shift to-
ward mindfulness
Perhaps most encourag-
ing is the change in driver
behavior. Following a pe-
riod of increased reckless-
ness during the early 2020s,
a new culture of “"mind-
ful motoring” has taken
hold. National awareness
campaigns and  stricter
enforcement of distracted
driving laws have begun to
shift the social tide. Texting
while driving is increasingly
viewed with the same so-
cial stigma as drunk driving,
leading to a more focused
and polite driving environ-
ment.

The road ahead
For the readers of this vaca-
fion newspaper, this news
is an invitation to explore.
Whether you are navigat-
ing the winding curves of
the Pacific Coast Highway
or the long, straight stretch-
es of the Great Plains, the
environment around you is
more forgiving than it has
been in nearly a century.
As we look toward a future
with even more integrated
smart-road technology, the
goal of “Vision Zero” zero
road deaths no longer feels
like a utopian dream. [

N. Mexico becomes first in nation to guarantee no-cost care for

all families

By JOSHUA BOWLING
Gazette Staff Writer

SANTA FE — In a move
that has sent ripples across
the national political land-
scape, New Mexico has
officially become the first
state in the union to offer
universal, no-cost child-
care to nearly all its resi-
dents. The initiative, signed
info law this week, effec-
fively ftreats early child-
hood education as a pub-
lic right, similar to the K-12
school system.

Under the new “Universal
Child Care” (UCC) frame-
work, the state has elimi-
nated fraditional income
eligibility “cliffs.” Previously,
families who received a
modest raise at work often
found themselves disquali-

fied from subsidies, leav-
ing them with childcare
bills that outpaced ftheir
earnings. Now, the state
will cover the full cost of
care aft licensed providers
for families across the eco-
nomic spectrum.

“This is a transformation
of our social confract,”
Governor Michelle Lujan
Grisham said during a press
conference at a local
community center. “We
are telling every parent in
New Mexico that your abil-
ity to go to work or finish
your degree should not be
dictated by the crushing
cost of daycare.”

The program’s engine is
the Early Childhood Trust
Fund, which has swelled

to an unprecedented $11
billion. This war chest is fu-
eled by the state's record-
breaking oil and natural
gas revenues. By pivoting
these resources toward
the youngest New Mexi-
cans, the state expects to
save the average family
approximately $1,000 per
month per child.
Economists are already sig-
naling that the move could
be a massive boon for the
local workforce. By remov-
ing the financial barrier to
care, thousands of par-
ents predominantly moth-
ers who were previously
sidelined by high costs are
expected to re-enter the
labor market.

To meet the anticipated
surge in demand, the state
is also pouring $12.7 mil-

lion into a low-interest loan
fund to help providers ex-
pand their facilities. Further-
more, the policy includes
a “wage floor” incenfive,
offering higher reimburse-

ment rates to cenfers that
pay their staff a minimum
of $18 per hour, addressing
the chronic labor shortag-
es that have long plagued
the industry.

L \il. lm

speech during the COP30 UN Climate Change Conference, in
Belem, Para State, Brazil on November 11, 2025.
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‘I'm still lost’: Los Angeles airport baffles travelers ahead of World Cup

Los Angeles, United States
An exhausted TJ James has
just stepped off an 18-hour
fight at Los Angeles inter-
natfional airport where he is
getting a taste of the chao-
os that awaits tens of thou-
sands of people expected
for the World Cup, which
starts on June 11.

With his wife, their two chil-
dren, and four suitcases in
fow, he steps out info a riv-
er of frustrated drivers.
Amid a cacophony of
honking horns, the fam-
ily struggles to identify the
shuttle bus that will take
them to their rental car.
“There’s no signs really say-
ing where | gotta go,” says
the mining industry em-
ployee, who traveled from
Perth, Australia. “I did my
research, and I'm sfill strug-
gling.”

James, 47, has passed
through this airport several
times before, and feels sor-
ry for foreign visitors.

“I'm still lost, and I'm an
American,” he tells AFP.
“This is really annoying.”
The infuriating design of
LAX -- the main airport in
America’s second biggest
city -- is almost legendary.
About 95,000 vehicles pass
through the airport daily,
most of which funnel info
a bottleneck: a horseshoe-
shaped roadway looping
past all the terminals, where
every passenger tries to get

New York, New Jersey announce probe

ticket sales

New York, United States
The U.S. states of New
York and New Jersey an-
nounced a probe Wednes-
day into whether FIFA has
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A passenger rolls his luggage on Sepulveda Blvd near Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) Los
Angeles, California, on May 15, 2026.

dropped off or picked up
as close to the entrance as
possible.

In an effort to alleviate
congestion, taxis and ride-
share services are prohib-
ited from picking up pas-
sengers along this main
thoroughfare.

- Unfinished train -

To make their way out of
the airport, arriving passen-
gers who don't have friends
or family coming must take
shuttle buses, which all look
alike, yet fravel to different
destinations depending on
the color of their designat-

exploited football fans with

“impossibly high” World
Cup ticket prices.
Prosecutors in the ftwo

states said they would in-

A “FIFA World Cup 2026" banner is displayed at the Metlife
Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey on May 9, 2026.
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ed stop: green for the taxi
lot, purple for car rentals,
red for certain hotels, pink
for other terminals.

“LAX airport is definitely an
airport that people in Los
Angeles love to hate,” says
Joshua Schank, a public
policy specialist at the Uni-
versity of California, Los An-
geles (UCLA).

Next month’s World Cup,
where Los Angeles is host-
ing eight matches, was
supposed fto allow the
Californian  metropolis fo
burnish its image, just two
years before the C|’ry hosts
the Olympic Games.

vestigate ticket practices
by the game’s governing
body and organizer of the
tfournament starting June
11 in the United States,
Mexico and Canada.

“FIFA has turned buying
a ticket to the World Cup
info a gauntlet of confu-
sion, fake scarcity, and im-
possibly high prices,” said
Jennifer Davenport, attor-
ney general for New Jer-
sey, which will host the final
on July 19.

“We are committed to
conducting a thorough
investigation of FIFA's con-
duct,” she said.

The investigation will probe
reports that fans were mis-
led about seat locations
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To help ease blockages at
the airport, an "“automat-
ed people mover” ftrain
connecting it to the city’'s
sparse subway system was
scheduled to go info ser-
vice in 2023.

But the $3.5 billion proj-
ect has become bogged
down in delays and con-
fractual disputes, and re-
mains in the testing phase.
People arriving at the air-
port now can watch as the
empty frains shuttle impo-
tently back and forth.

They will not be ready in
fime for World Cup fans,
and authorities are no lon-

ger providing a start date.
LAX managers declined
AFP requests for an inter-
view.

This train “has not received
the kind of atftention that
it really deserves in terms
of urgency from elected
leaders,” sighs Schank.

- ‘Hell’ -

It's not just at the airport
that the tfransport network
is creaky.

As a place that came of
age with the automobile,
Los Angeles is a sprawl
of freeways with a public
tfransport system that would
embarrass any medium-
sized European city.

Buses are infrequent and
haphazard, while the sub-
way has only six trundling
lines radiating out from the
cenfre, making connec-
tions impossible without go-
ing all the way in and then
all the way out again.

The roads are often pock-
marked with potholes, fur-
ther slowing down the mil-
lions of tightly-packed cars,
with  5-mile  (8-kilometer)
commute easily taking 45
minutes.

City managers, eager fo
ease the headaches for
fans flocking to the stadium
in Inglewood, have said
they will deploy 300 buses
running to the games from
a dozen different locations,
including the airport.[]

into FIFA’s World Cup

and hurt by aggressive de-
mand-based price-setting,
where prices rise accord-
ing to sales.

“New Yorkers have been
waiting years for the World
Cup to come to their back-
yard and they deserve a
fair shot at affordable tick-
efs,” said the state’s attor-
ney general, Letitia James.

“No one should be manip-
ulated into paying sky-high
prices for seatfs, and fans
should be able to trust that
the fickets they purchase
will be the ones they re-
ceive.”

Much of the controversy
has focused on the cost of
attending the eight games
at the New York Giants

and Jets NFL stadium just
outfside New York City in
New Jersey.

In addition to fickets, it will
cost $100 to take the train
from New York -- instead of
the typical $12.90 fare.

In May, authorities in Cali-
fornia also said they had
contacted FIFA over possi-
ble legal violations in ticket
sales.

Fan organization Football
Supporters Europe (FSE)
has branded the World
Cup  pricing  structure
as ‘“extortionate” and a
“monumental  betrayal,”
citing ficket prices that
have put the tournament
- expected to help gener-
ate $13 billion for FIFA out
of reach for many.d



WORLD NEWSIA?
THURSDAY 28 MAY 2026

Frugal and more online: smarter spenders rewrite luxury’s China
dream
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Two women chat beside empty display shelves at the Galeries Lafayette mall, a day before it
closes, in Beijing on May 26, 2026.

Beijing, China

When Beijinger Jacqueline
Li first heard one of her fo-
vorite luxury department
stores in the city was clos-
ing, she was shocked -- un-
fil she considered how Chi-
nese spending habits have
changed in recent years.
The closure of France’s Gal-
eries Lafayette in the Chi-
nese capital on Wednes-
day takes place against
the backdrop of a sluggish
post-pandemic economy
and shifting consumption
practices.

It is the latest sign foreign
luxury brands might not re-
tain the pull and the cash-

flow that they counted on
in the world’s second larg-
est economy in the 2010s.
“I think people’s spending
habits after the pandemic
may be more cost-effec-
five and practical,” Li told
AFP, on a pilgrimage to the
Galeries on its penultimate
day of operations.

“It's no longer as over-the-
fop as before, like need-
ing to have an impressive
logo. So you'll see that (de-
mand for) luxury goods has

fallen,” the international
school admissions officer
said.

While luxury consumption
in Europe and the United
States has been driven by

pandemic-era savings,
Chinese consumers have
spent more frugally as the
post-Covid recovery has
stuttered.

The property market, into
which millions had poured
their savings, is sfruggling
to recover from a long-
running crisis, while middle
class incomes have stag-
nated and youth unem-
ployment remains high.
Last  month, consumer
spending grew at the slow-
est pace in more than three
years, official data showed.
In 2025, the luxury market
in China declined three to
five percent, after plum-
meting 17 to 19 percent

the year before, accord-
ing to consultancy Bain &
Company.

- Pandemic hangover -
Before the pandemic, Chi-
na's burgeoning middle
class produced plenty of
first-time high-end buyers,
said Lisa Nan, editor at Jing
Daily, a publication that
focuses on China’s luxury
market.

Now, “because of the
economic downturn, peo-
ple are much more ratio-
nal and they have to navi-
gate through this difficult
period”, she said.

Even in financial hub
Shanghai’s swanky shop-
ping districts, buyers still vis-
cerally feel the uncertainty
of the Covid pandemic.

“I ind myself wanting to
save money even more
now,"” said 24-year-old July
Xu, who was browsing the
stores in upmarket Xintiandi
with her friends.

“Having lived through such
an exfraordinary period
(during the pandemic),
I've come to realise that
having some personal sav-
ings is quite important.”

“Beforehand, people felt
like money came prefty
easily, with their income
increasing every year, but
during the pandemic a
lot of people suddenly lost
their jobs,” said é1-year-
old Hu Shuging, speaking
to AFP outside a luxury fra-

U.N. rights chief hails Pope’s ‘timely’ Al appeal

Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations rights
chief on Wednesday wel-
comed as “fimely” Pope
Leo XIV's manifesto warn-
ing of the risks of artificial
intelligence, urging the
world fo remain focused
on “shared humanity”.

In an encyclical called
“Magnifica Humanitas”
(Magnificent  Humanity),

the first U.S. pope on Mon-
day sef out a list of warn-
ings about how the tech-
nology could impact hu-
manity.

He warned among other
things against “a race for

ever more powerful algo-
rithms and larger datasets,
driven by the desire to se-
cure geopolitical or com-
mercial dominance”.

U.N. High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker Turk
hailed the pope’s mani-
festo, describing it on X as
a “timely appeal for dig-
nity and justice in the age
of Al"”.

“Our compass must remain
our shared humanity,” he
insisted.

Al could be worth up to
$4.8 ftrillion by 2033, a 25-
fold increase in a decade,
while concenfrating its

profits in the hands of a lim-
ited few, according to the
UN.

In his encyclical, Leo
sounded the alarm over Al-
directed weaponry, saying
it was “not permissible to
enfrust lethal” decisions to
tech.

He called for “disarm-
ing Al", which he stressed
“means freeing it from the
mentality of ‘armed’ com-
petition™.

“To disarm does not mean
rejecting fechnology, but
preventing it from domi-
nating humanity,” Leo
wrote.

Turk agreed. “Technology
should serve people - not

grance store.

Some analysts think there
could be light on the hori-
zon though, with the coun-
fry's  high-wage  sector
steadily growing.

“There could be a pent-up
demand,” said Jelena So-
kolova from investment re-
search firm Morningstar.
“(People) have alot of sav-
ings, and once they feel
kind of good, or beftter
about their financial situo-
fion, they could go on and
spend this money that has
been accumulated.”

- Changing market -
Unfortunately for traditional
brands, consumer confi-
dence is not the only chal-
lenge they face in China.
The dominance of e-com-
merce means shoppers
from college students to
refirees are used fto buy-
ing marked-down clothing
in just a few taps from the
comfort of their sofas.

They have a plethora of
choices, from apps like
Taobao and JD.com to
hours-long sales livestreams
on the Instagram-like Xiao-
hongshu and Douyin, Chi-
na's version of TikTok.

At Galeries Lafayette on
Tuesday, as employees
packed away denuded
mannequins, admissions of-
ficer Li said she thought the
store had been too reliant
on “the fraditional... busi-
ness model that has existed
for decades in France”.(

replace or confrol them,”
he wrote.[d

U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk speaks
during a press conference as part of his working visit to South
Korea at the Seoul Global Center in Seoul on May 13, 2026.
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Puerto Rican singer Bad Bunny performs onstage during the Apple Music Super Bowl LX Halftime
Show at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, California, on February 8, 2026.

Madrid pumps up the volume on Latin

Madrid, Spain

Puerto Rican superstar Bad
Bunny kicks off a series of
10 concerts on Saturday in
Madrid, a city with a boom-
ing Lafino population now
emerging as a new hub of
the Latin music industry.

It will be the most shows of
the singer's “Debi Tirar Mas
Fotos” tour outside of his
native Puerto Rico, where
he staged a 31-show resi-
dency last year.
Colombian pop superstar
Shakira will follow with a
12-night residency begin-
ning September 18 at a
temporary venue under
consfruction in southern
Madrid that will hold rough-
ly 50,000 people.

The so-called Queen of
Latin Pop has vowed to
go “all-out” for the Madrid
shows, the final stop on her
“Women Don't Cry Any-
more” tour and her only
dates in Europe.

“Right now, Madrid is an
indispensable stop for any
major Latin artist on tour,”
Billboard's chief content
officer for Latin music, Mi-
ami-based Leila Cobo, told
AFP.

“Every single Latin star of
note plays Madrid.”

That was not always the
case, despite the Spanish
capital’'s deep historical
ties with Latin America.

For decades, Madrid’s mu-
sic scene was better known
for Spanish pop, rock and

music

flamenco, with Lafin mu-
sic relegated to nightclubs
outside the city centre.

But over the past two de-
cades, Latin beafs have
increasingly taken the lime-
light.

The surge in high-profile
Latin concerts reflects Ma-
drid’'s expanding role in the
Latin music industry, driven
in part by rising immigration
from Latin America that
has reshaped the city’s au-
dience and music market.
The number of residents
in the Madrid region born
in Latin America has risen
from about 80,000 in 1999
tfo just over one million in
2024, roughly one in seven
residents, according to the
latest official figures.

That demographic shift has
pushed Latfin rhythms into
the mainstream in Madrid,
from reggaeton and hip-
hop to pop and fraditional
styles, eased by a shared
language, said Cobo,
the author of “Decoding
‘Despacito’: An Oral His-
tory of Latin Music”.

- ‘Attracts talent’ -

Music by Latin artists was
largely absent from Span-
ish radio in 2008, but by
2023 it accounted for 44
percent of all songs played
on music stations, accord-
ing to a Nebrija University
study published last year.
Latin artists have also be-
come dominant on stream-
ing platforms in Spain, with

reggaeton and urban acts
such as Bad Bunny and
Karol G regularly fopping
annual charts.

“Young people have
grown up listening to reg-
gaeton and Latin urban
music, so it's basically their
natural soundfrack,” the
study’s author, Nebrija Uni-
versity communications
professor Lourdes Moreno
Cazalla, told AFP.

“For them, it doesn't feel
like foreign music; it's the
sound of their youth.”

The genre's rise has at-
fracted more producers
and songwriters to Madrid,
and spawned new festivals
dedicated to the genre, a
frend that exploded in the
2010s.

Colombian singer, song-
writer and producer Mau-
ricio Rengifo, who co-pro-
duced the 2017 hit “Despa-
cito”, moved to Madrid in
March after a decade in
Los Angeles, according to
Spanish daily El Pais.

“It has become the capital
of Spanish-language mu-
sic. Madrid is very much in
fashion it's a place where
people live well, and that
aftracts talent,” he told the

paper.

- ‘Gateway into Europe’ -
Most major global record
labels have offices in the
Spanish capital and have
stepped up their focus on
Latin music, particularly art-
ist development.]
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A female dolphin, standing 2 meters tall and weighing 200 kg,
swims among bathers near the beach in the bay of Saint-Jean
de Luz, southwestern France on April 24, 2026.

‘Curious’ dolphin charms
French town but experts
concerned

Saint-Jean-de-Luz, France

A young bottlenose dolphin has taken up residence in
the waters of the French beach town of Saint-Jean-de-
Luz, delighting locals and fourists while raising concerns
about the animal’s safety.

The female cetacean has been lingering just off the
southwestern town's central beach since mid-October.
On arecent morning, with the heat already infense and
the beach crowded, a dolphin’s fin was seen regularly
rising above the water just a few meters from the shore,
weaving among the swimmers.

Pascale Fossecave, an oceanographer and the
city's deputy for environmental affairs who has been
observing the animal, said she had apparently been
expelled from her pod.

The dolphin has been seeking “social inferaction”,
readily approaching the shore and displaying a marked
“curiosity toward humans”, Fossecave said.

Measuring over two meters in length and weighing
between 200 and 250 kilograms, the dolphin is believed
fo be between six and eight years old and has not yet
reached maturity, she added.

“The reason why she came here escapes us,” Fossecave
said.

“These animals do not get lost. They can communicate
over distances of up to 20 kilometres,” she added. “We
know she can hear the other animals.”

While the dolphin has thrilled locals, her presence has
also raised concerns about her safety, as well as that
of swimmers, as the summer season approaches and
France endures scorching temperatures this week.
Authorities have called on beachgoers to behave
responsibly, warning that inappropriate conduct could
result in a 750-euro fine, said Bixente Luberriaga, head
of beach safety.

“Unfortunately, we end up managing humans more
than the dolphin, because it's human behaviour that
causes problems,” said Fossecave.

“We see gatherings and attempts to surround her, which
can create risky situations.”

Experts caution that frequent close contact with
humans can be harmful to dolphins, increasing the risk
of injury or death. Once they become fully accustomed
fo human presence, they may lose their natural wariness
of people, boats, and jet skis, and most do not survive
for long under such conditions.

Fossecave expressed hope that the dolphin would
eventually return to open sea.

Across the border in Spain, a dolphin nicknamed Pakito
settled in the waters off San Sebastian in the 1990s,
where he lived for several years and became both a
local celebrity and a symbol of the city.[]
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Create museum memories with the entire family!

Museums are an integral
part of conserving and hon-
oring cultures, and Aruba is
no exception. Our Island has
a wide selection of various
museums for our locals and
visitors to see. Take this op-
portunity to learn about our
island and experience a
different day beyond the
beach. Let us intfroduce to
you to these locations.

Museum of Industry Aruba
The Museum of Industry in
located in San Nicolas. This
museum presents the history
of gold, aloe, phosphate, oil
and tourism through elabo-
rated displays and multime-
dia installations.

The Museum of Industry is
situated in the Water Tower
and narrates Aruba’s indus-
trial history which began in
the 19th century. The Water
Tower was built in 1939 and
consists of fthree sections:
the substructure, the high-
rising vertical shaft, and the
tank at the top. The Water
Tower was purchased by
the Monuments fund in 2003
so it could be restored and
preserved as one of Aruba’s
monuments. The Museum
of Industry is part of Aruban
Museum Foundation (FMA),
which is a foundation that
maintains, preserves, and
protects the Aruban cultural
sector, history, and nature.
The museum of Industry is

open daily from 92 am fill 6
pm.

For more information check
out their Facebook page:
Museum of Industry Aruba.

Archaeological Museum of
Aruba

The Archaeological Mu-
seum of Aruba is located
at Schelpstraat 42 in down-
town Oranjestad. The reno-
vated historic Ecury com-
plex in downtown Oranjes-
tad has been fransformed
from a family home to a
modern museum that pre-
serves Aruba’s Amerindian
cultural heritage. This 21st
century museum is espe-
cially designed to preserve
valuable artifacts dating
back to the Pre-Ceramic
period of 2500 BC.

In the late 1980’s AMA iden-
fified its need for an ad-
equate housing for its col-
lection and activities. After
studying various options, a
project proposal was drawn
up, including the acquisition
and restoration of historical
buildings in downtown Oran-
jestad.

These historical buildings
were formerly the proper-
ty of the Ecury family. The
“"Ecury Complex”, is a clus-
ter of single and ftwo-story
historic  buildings, mainly
Dutch colonial architecture
from the late 19th and 20th

Exploring the Mainstreet of San Nicolas

SAN NICOLAS— At Just
11 miles southeast from
Oranjestad you will enter
the city San Nicolas, also
known as Sunrise City or
Chocolate City. A city that
is rich in authentic culture
and island charm. San
Nicolas is Aruba’'s sec-
ond largest city and was
once a bustling company
town dominated by the
oil industry since the early
1930's.

Over the course of four de-
cades, its demographics
had changed immensely
due to a stream of Afro-Ca-
ribbean and South Ameri-
can workers who came to
fill the jobs in the oil refinery
between the 1920's until
the 1960’s. To this day trac-

es of the multicultural influ-
ences in culinary offerings
and customs, housing and
population are clearly vis-
ible in San Nicolas — more
than anywhere else on the
island.

Flow of history
If you are looking for history
San Nicolas has it.

The Museum of Industry
is situated in the Water
Tower in San Nicolas and
narrates Aruba’s industrial
history which began in the
19th century. Here you will
learn about gold, aloe,
phosphate, oil and the
fourism industries which
made San Nicolas once
a bustling business center.
Experience the touching

stories of those who were
part of this history.

The Community Museum
holds a remarkable collec-
tion that spans millennia.
Ancient fossils stand next
to tableaus of an authen-
fically recreated colonial
kitchen and bedroom and
19th-century barbershop,
just to name a few of the
items of old-tfime Aruba
that has been preserved.
A collection of artifacts
and other objects of artis-
fic, cultural, historical, or
scientific importance can
be found here for the pur-
pose of education or en-
joyment.

The new San Nicolas
In the shadow of the refin-

century on a plot of approxi-
mately 1,700 m2.

In 1997 the Aruban Govern-
ment bought the complex
for the National Archaeo-
logical Museum project. In
2004 a financial agreement
was signed with the Europe-
an Development Fund and
in 2006 restoration and con-
struction work began on the
monumental buildings and
the new to build exhibition
space. In December 2007
the key to the complex was
delivered and the muse-
um'’s employees moved to
the new location. The final
design for the exhibit was
completed in November
2007 and the permanent
exhibit, financed by the
Aruban Government and
the Union of Cultural Orga-
nizations (UNOCA), opened
in July 2009.

At the new location the Na-
fional Archaeological Mu-

ftl)_-mf',.: [
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beginning to grow. This is
the new San Nicolas, @
place that is starting fo
become a magnet for all
that is young, cool and
hip in Aruba. Indeed, San
Nicolas has all of the ingre-
dients of an emerging cul-
tural hub — varied history,

seum Aruba uses approxi-
mately 500 m2 for its per-
manent exhibit. This exhibit
showcases archaeological
objects and conveys mod-
ern exhibifion fechniques in-
formation on the origin and
culture of the firstinhabitants
of the island. The new per-
manent exhibit gives the visi-
tor aninsight into the cultures
that inhabited the island in
Pre-Historical and Early His-
torical times. The museum
regularly hosts public semi-
nars, special exhibitions and
workshop for visitors to enjoy.

The museum is open daily
from 92 am till 5 pm.

For more information check
out the Facebook page Na-
tional Archaeological Muse-
um Aruba or website: www.
manaruba.org

Editor's note: Pictures are
property of the respective
museums.]

intferesting  architecture,
and, perhaps most impor-
tantly, an urban layout that
makes it walkable. As you
walk around, the sfreets
are silent but the walls are
loud, filled with bright, col-
orful murals painted by a
collection of artists from
around the world.
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BEL—- GIAN B'STF?O

 L'AVENUE

—“ARUBA —

AUTHENTIC BELGIAN
FOOD & BEERS

WWW.LAVENUEARUBA.COM

steak, ch|cken, fish, and even mussels
and rabbit if you're craving a bit more of
L'Avenue’s exquisite menu. And let’s not
forget their wide selection of Belgian beer
and European wine to complete the tasty

L o e experience!
(Oranjestad)—Up to grab an early dinner after a day

of shopping or cruising? Take advantage of L’Avenue’s
Early Bird Special, and experience their innovative twist
of traditional Belgian cuisine!

Located in a cozy nook at The Cove Mall—a short walk-
ing distance from the Holiday Inn and Paseo Herencia,
this Belgian and French bistro offers a delicious and rich
menu available through lunch and dinner from 11am to
10pm. Enjoy your lunch and/or dinner in a cool, air-con-
difioned interior area of the restaurant, accompanied
by the warm lights and chic design that emphasizes the
restaurant’s laid-back, yet sophisticated ambience.

Lunch includes a variety of sandwiches—with a healthy
selection of bread options—if you're going for a light
meal, but just like their dinner selection, also includes

But that’'s not alll L’ Avenue is offering their
guests their Early Bird Special, available

OPEN EVERY DAY %

LUNCH - DINNER
COUPON

1 FREH
BELGIAN BEER

WITH ENTREE

LOCATED IN THE COVE, PALM BEACH, ARUBA

every day from 4pm to 7pm Enjoy this af-
fordable and delectable 3-course meal
special at a comfortable price of $32 per
guest, including a glass of house wine.

L'Avenue honors and takes pride in serv-
ing the traditional Belgian and French fla-
vors, but does not shy away from offering
a flexible menu for their guests’ needs.
That's right, L’Avenue also offers to cater
for their guests’ dietary restrictions, mak-
ing sure that each guest gets well taken
care of!

More information

L'Avenue is situated at The Cove Mall in
Palm Beach and is open every day from
1Tam to 10pm for lunch and dinner. To
book a reservation or ask for more infor-
mation, please contact their phone line
at +297 6996400, send an e-mail info@
lavenuearuba.com, or visit their welbsite
at lavenuearuba.com_]

Prohibited by law: leaving the island with seashells, whlte sand or corals

(Oranjestad)—Often times, the customs department at the airport inter-
cepts many tourists leaving the island with seashells, white sand and/or
corals as souvenirs.

Conforming fo the international treaty of CITES and our local law which
protects our Flora & Fauna, it is absolutely prohibited to take any seashell,
sand and coral outside of Aruba. This is to protect our environment. The
high number of seashells, coral and amount of sand confiscated is very
strange and it is suspected that our own locals are the ones selling these
to the tourists, which is unacceptable.

Upon confiscation at the airport, you can also face a fine that you have
to pay before leaving. This would surely not be a pleasant experience.
Though we love to accommodate our visitors, let’s all give nature the
respect it deserves by protecting our environment. Stop collecting sea-
shells, white sand and corals from our shores and stop buying or accept-
ing these from local sellers or companies.

We want our future generations and visitors to enjoy the beauty of our
beaches, shells and corals in a sustainable way, without destroying or
disrupting the Aruban ecosystem. Help us protect what is ours!

-,
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Celebrating Forty Years — Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all Qualified Club Members

GA(GQIZ’}')M Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

Bonus 4-Card BINGO

starting at 1pm!

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play

$1,500 fn Gash Prfizes

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $200
Additional $500 Cash Prize in our

Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you

CASINO AND SHOPS

Ploy Respomibly. Visit www.gumbl ¥

purchase your card before noon!

orgif youor

Visit the island’s popular cave sites!

(Oranjestad)—Among the
endless sea of dark brown
sand and cacti, there are
two caves hidden in the
outskirts of San Nicolas, in
the north-eastern area of
the island. These caves,
The Quadiriki cave and The
Fontein Cave are open to
visitors of the Arikok Na-
tional Park, so if you ever
decide to take an *“off-
road” tour in the park, be
sure to visit these prehistor-
ic caves.

Quadirikiri Cave

Known for its two cham-
bers accompanied by a
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave
is the most popular cave
among locals and tourists,
as it is easy to walk through
and provides great lighting
for pictures.

Woman in Quadirikiri Cave,
Arikok National Park, Aruba
As with all prehistoric or an-
cient sites, there is always
a folk legend that adds to
the lore and mystery of the
site. The Quadirikiri cave
is no different. The most
well-known legend behind

£
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the cave could be consid-
ered as Aruba’s first love
story, as it tells the tale of
the undying love between
the chief’'s daughter and
her beloved. As legend
would have it, the chief
disapproved of his daugh-
ter's choice of lover, as
he thought him unworthy.
Stubborn and filled with an-
ger, the daughter refused
fo turn away her beloved.

So, the chief decided fo
lock her up in the Quadirikiri
Cave, in hopes that she
would soon calm down
and turn away her lover.
Her beloved, in turn, was
locked away in the Tunnel
of Love (Now known as the
Huliba Cave).

Through the pathways un-
derneath the Tunnel of
Love running up fo the
Quadiriki cave, the two
love bird found each other,
and refused to let each
other go. Because of their
stubbornness, they both
died in the Quadiriki Cave,
their ascending spirits burn-
ing two holes in the ceiling

of the cave. This is why the
cave has two holes through
which  sunlight  passes
through fo illuminate the
chamber.

Though there have been
discoveries of Amerindian
drawing on the wall, these
have mostly been ruined
by vandalism. However,
the Fontein Cave further
up north, provides a better
glimpse in prehistoric Amer-
indian paintings.

Fontein Cave

Longer than the Quadirikiri
Cave, the Fontein Cave
contains pathways that
stretch to the limestone
walls further down. Here
is also where prehistoric
drawings can be seen.
Though this cave does not
have its own legend, this
was speculated to have
been occupied or at least
used by prehistoric Arawak
settlers on the island for ritu-
als and other spiritual cer-
emonies.

The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of
Love

The Huliba Cave, formerly
known as the Tunnel of
Love, was once open to
the public, and was the
biggest and most acces-
sible of all three caves. This
cave had five chambers,
including one that is heart-
shaped. This cave had nar-
row stairs that led to long
pathways deep into the
cave, with a staircase lead-
ing to the exit on the other
side. In one of the cham-
bers, there used to be the
carving of the Virgin Mary,
put there for the protection

you knaw has o gombling problem,

of the cave.

However, the Huliba Cave
has been permanently
closed for a few years now,
as a way to preserve the
bat population that lives
in the cave. These Long
Tongue Fruit Bats and In-
sect Eater Bats are very im-
portant to the ecosystem of
the island. Though this cave
is no longer accessible to
the public, it surely is inter-

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

esting to learn more about
the history of these caves
and the Arawak tribes that
resided or utilized them.

Do note that these caves
are very dark, humid, hot,
and are inhabited by bats.
Do wear comfortable
clothing and shoes, as the
pathways in these caves
may be rough and bumpy.
Take care to not disturb the
bats’ habitat. [
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Surf’'s Up: Favo

ORANJESTAD - Whether
you are a salt-seasoned
surfer looking for a thrill, or
just looking to wet your toes
in a little ocean adventure,
Aruba has amazing places
to learn and practice surf-
ing! Although more known
for the calmer waters of
Palm Beach, Eagle Beach
and Mangel Halto, Aru-
ba also has some special
places to thrill your senses.
Because of strong winds
and breezes, Aruba is per-
fect for wind and kite surf-
ing. You will surely notice
kites in the air as you drive
around the wilder, rougher
areas on Aruba'’s east side.

There are plenty of surf shop
rentals to help you with your
gear, and there are also a
lot of tutors if you're looking
to try for the first time and
need a liftle help. These
can be found around the
island, and will surely come
in hand if you want to try a
new experience!

With that said, here are
Aruba’s favorite surf spofts!

Andicuri

Andicuri is recognized as
the best place for body
boarding. Because of the
rough waves, this beach is
better suited for those with
more experience in surfing.
However, the beach with
two bluffs one on each

side is worth a visit, if only
to watch the exciting show
presented by the surfers.

To go to Andicuri, you will
need a 4x4 vehicle and
drive from the ex-Natural
Bridge Center. Alternative-
ly, you can make it an ad-
venture by going on a hike!
The scenery is unique and
beautiful on its own.

Reaching Andicuri Beach
can be an adventure in it-
self, as it can be difficult to
find and is only accessible
by 4x4 vehicle or walking
from the ex-Natural Bridge
center, but the impressive
scenery makes it all worth-
while!

rite places to caich wave

Arashi

Arashi, a beach located
close to the California Light-
house, is a good spot for
learning and having fun if
you're lucky! The waves at

Arashi are usually calm, but
with just the right weather,
a swell forms attracting all
the local surfers to the area.

Boca Grandi
Boca Grandi is at the most

Dining in? Try making some local favorites!

How to make “funchi”

(Oranjestad)—One of
the most famous Aruban
snacks or appetizers is
“funchi hasa” (fried po-
lenta sticks), a super easy
meal that adults and chil-
dren will both enjoy. Here's
how to make it!

Before we start,
know the basics

What is funchi hasa? Fun-
chi, or Aruban polenta, is
a popular side dish for lo-
cal dishes, like soups, stews
and fried fish. Made from a
corn flour, water and but-
ter mixture, this appetizer is
traditionally eaten along-
side a warm meal. How-
ever, locals also like to fry
sticks of funchi for a quick

get to

and filling snack.

Ingredients (measured by

heart)

1. Polenta flour/Fun
chi flour

2. Water

3, Butter

4 Salt to taste

Directions

Bring water to a boil in a
medium-sized sauce pan.
Add in some salt and but-
fer to faste in the boiling
water and let this dissolve
and melt. Then, gradually
add the flour while stirring
with a wooden spoon.
The mixture will start to be-
gin to harden pretty fast,
so be careful not fo add
too much. At this phase

of cooking, you want a
goopy thick mixture, but
thin enough so you can
continue to stir fo get all
the lumps out.

After reaching a semi-firm,
yet flexible texture, grab a
baking pan or any large,
deep plate, and pour the
mixture in. Be sure that this
plate is wet or greased so
that the mixture does not
sfick to the botftom. Let
this cool completely while
it firms up for the last time.
Once it's cooled you can
enjoy it as is, topped with
some butter or shredded
cheese. Or, you can take
it o another level of deli-
ciousness.

When your funchi is firm
enough, cut it into strips
(size is up fo you). Heat
up some oil in a pan and
fry those babies up! After
frying, you can top it with
some cheese or enjoy it

s in Aruba

southern spotin Aruba, and
is a popular spot with expe-
rienced surfers. Close fo the
famous Red Anchor and
our beloved Sunrise City —
San Nicolas, a frip fo Boca
Grandi can easily furn into
an all-day trip to this area
of the island. With a beauti-
ful beach (although it is not
allowed to swim here, be-
cause of strong currents),
you can enjoy a relaxing
time combing the beach
for driftwood, coral, and
little crabs and snails.

Hadicurari

Here is where you will find
most of the action for surf-
ers in Aruba. With a variety
of surf shops and schools
in this area, you will find it
easy to get in on the ac-
tion. Hadicurari is also the
site of the Aruba Hi Winds
World Challenge, which
takes place usually in June/
July, and it is the largest
windsurfing competition in
the Caribbean!

Malmok

If you're a beginner, this is
your spot. There are also
various shops to rent gear
and receive lessons, fo-

cilitating learning and just
frying out a new experi-
ence. The beach is also
popular for paddleboard-
ing and other watersport
activities.[[]

with your favorite dipping
sauce.l

Photo credit of fried funchi
sticks: Jacqueline Felida
on Pinterest.
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The Aruban Cunukero: From past to present

(Oranjestad)—Aruba’s culture
consists of rich historical traditions
that make up the Aruban identity
and lifestyle. However, the life of
the cunukero (farmer) is perhaps
the most important aspect of our
culture, in a sense representing to
locals the true essence of the Aru-
ban.

Historically, cunucus (farms) played
a huge role in the early social and
economic development of Aruba,
and its relevance dates back to
the early days of the colonization
era. Upon being discovered by
Spanish conquistadors in the late
15th century, Aruba was used pri-
marily as a ranch, housing horses
and caftle brought from Europe.
During the Dutch colonization era
where the West Indian Company
(WIC) dominated the economic
sphere on the island, using the land
to set up cattle farms and ranches
remained popular.

Anthropologist Sidney Mintz divid-
ed Caribbean farmers back in four
categories:

e The “squatters”, who were
mostly comprised of illegal and
poor colonists, runaway slaves
and deserters who took advan-
tage of the Spanish’s weak su-
pervision on Caribbean islands
like Cuba and the DR;

e Then you have “Early Yeo-
men”, who were legal farmers
who came to the west under
contract. Once their confract
expired, they were given a plot
of land for independent use;

* Proto-Peasants were planta-
fion slaves who were allowed
to have a small piece of land
to grow food for their own con-
sumption. This was to curb the
cost of living on the plantations;

e Lastly you have the “Run-
away Peasantries”,  usually
comprised of runaway slaves
who acquired farming tools
and cattle through stealing
or through secret exchanges
with other slaves from different
plantations.

[
-

However, the Aruban cunukeros
back then are hard to place, and
their history may explain why.

From 1636 (beginning of Dutch
colonization era) to before the oll
industry in 1924, Aruba’s popula-
tion consisted of mostly farmers.
These farmers were mostly indig-
enous and were characterized as
peasants. They weren't allowed to
participate in frading, but instead
were granted a piece of land fo
live off of. However, in exchange
for this grant, these indigenous
farmers were obligated to work for
the WIC, doing daily tasks such as
taking care of or hunting cattle—
large majority of which were des-
tined for Curacao, clean water
tanks and chop wood, among
other things.

As much as these farmers were giv-
en to opportunity to live “free” with
a plot of land, their exclusion from
the trading and business world, as
well as being deprived the chance

’ro become reol proper’ry and cat-
fle owners, made them a unique
group among Caribbean farmers
at the fime.

The WIC placed a lot of restrictions
on these indigenous farmers—a
method to safeguard their cattle
deposit on the island. The indige-
nous farmers were mostly granted
less than 7 acres of land. Those
who owned bigger land were ei-
ther once affiliated with the WIC or
were colonists who seftled on the
island to fry their luck at farming. In
1767, there were about 120 hous-
es/cunucus on the island.

These Aruban farmers were also
limited to the amount of cattle
they could keep. Most kept goats
as cattle, as only those who were
affiiated with the WIC could keep
(more) sheep. Of the 76 goat herd-
ers on the island, about 45 of them
had less than 30 goats, and only 7
of them had more than 60 goats.

It wasn't until the WIC was defunct
in late 18th century that these
farmers were able to obtain more
freedom as cunukeros. After 1824,
the government gave these farm-
ers official permission to keep live-
stock, and the obligations once
placed on them were officially dis-
carded.

Because of the dry climate in Aru-
ba, growing food for commercial
purposes was not popular. The
focus was mainly on cattle herd-
ing and taking care of livestock.
However, livestock need food to

survive, and when Aruba experi-
enced ifs duper dry climate, many
farmers would see a big loss in their
livestock, and hence profit.

Although the WIC at one point did
try fo come up with an initiative to
get more people to have land on
the island, the climate never really
allowed real profit from farming.
Because of the climate, Aruban
farmers in general could not keep
large quantities of livestock. At a
certain point toward the end of
the 18th century, the climate got
so bad that many farmers decided
to leave the island for a while.

For this reason, the farming econ-
omy on the island remained small.
As the years went by and people
noticed that these farms could
not really produce any sustainable
profit, farmers kept their small piece
of land just to live off of. This is why
the Aruban cunukeros only played
a very finy role into the plantation
economy.

In modern Aruba, cunucus and cu-
nukeros still exist on the island, for-
tunately with more freedom and
more opportunity to tap into the
agricultural market. These farm-
ers usually sell their produce on a
smaller scale, like during farmers’
market events and other types of
(holiday) events.[]

Source: “Arubaans Akkoord: Opstellen
over Aruba van voor de komst van de
olieindustrie (Aruban Accord: Essays
on Aruba Before the Arrival of the Oil
Industry)” by Alofs, Luc; Rutgers, Wim;

Coomans, Henny E. red.
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Even moderately hot days raise risk of koala deaths:

study

Paris, France

Koalas can endure tough
conditions in the Australian
bush but prolonged expo-
sure to even moderately
hot weather can increase
their risk of heat-related
death, researchers said on
Wednesday.

The findings, based on
more than 20 years of data
of koala rescues, under-
score the threat facing not
just humans but wildlife as
climate change makes
heatwaves more frequent
and intense.

Researchers found the
odds of adult koalas be-
ing admitted info care

or dying in the Australian
state of New South Wales
rose when average maxi-
mum temperatures over a
seven-day period reached
27C.

At 30C or above, those risks
“were between 1.5 and 3.5
times higher compared to
conditions around 25C",
said Valentina Mella, lead
author of the study pub-
lished in Biology Leftters.

“Our findings suggest that
even what might seem
like moderate heat can
become  physiologically
stressful when it is sustained
over time,” Mella, from the
University of Sydney, told
AFP.

On hotter days, koalas reg-
ulate body temperature
by hugging trees to dissi-
pate heat or seeking out
denser folioge and lower
frees away from direct sun-
light.

The herbivorous marsupial
can also reabsorb water
from the colon and pro-
duce more concentrated
urine to preserve hydration,
or allow its body tempera-
ture to fluctuate with the
environment in a process
known as heterothermy.
But while they can survive
condifions above 40C for
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A Koala and her one year old baby sit on a tree at their enclosure at the Duisburg Zoo, western

Germany on July 9, 2025.

a limited time, even pro-
longed exposure af much
lower temperatures “ap-
pears to significantly com-
promise their health and
survival”, Mella said.

- Sedentary and vulner-
able -

Researchers adapted a
technique widely used to
study heat and human
health to establish the first
“statistically validated as-
sociation between am-
bient temperature and
koala mortality”, the study
said.

They analysed nearly
12,000 records of koala
admissions and mortality
available from rescue or-
ganisations and koala hos-

pitals in NSW between 2000
and 2022.

The findings support the
evidence that rising tem-
peratures and climate-
driven heatwaves are a
key threat to wildlife health
and survival.

Temperatures once rare
are becoming more com-
mon, particularly during
summer, Mella said, mean-
ing koalas “are likely to ex-
perience heat stress con-
difions more regularly and
over longer periods each
year”.

Koalas remain particu-
larly vulnerable to climate
change, even while some
other wildlife adapt by
switching diets or shifting
habitats.

us!

A largely sedentary and
inflexible creature, depen-
dent on eucalyptus leaves
for much of their water, ko-
alas quickly develop dehy-
dration when hotter condi-
tions persist.]
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‘My job is going’: UK workers squeezed out by Al

London, United Kingdom
When a client asked her a
year ago to design a glos-
sary to train an artificial in-
telligence system, franslator
Jessica Spengler realised
she was going to train her
own replacement.

“That was the day | really
thought... my job is going,”
said the 52-year-old, who
franslates info English for
German educational and
historical organisations.

In the UK, where services
account for around 80 per-
cent of the economy, Al
has become flexible, fast
and inexpensive competi-
tion for many white-collar
workers, with the impacts
beginning to emerge.

The IMF estimated in 2024
that more than two-thirds
of British workers perform
tasks that Al could poten-
fially carry out, making the
country more exposed than
many other advanced
economies.

“Some publishers have of-
fered me lower rates than |
was getting 10 years ago,”
the Brighton-based Spen-
gler told AFP, adding that
she no longer receives re-
quests to tfranslate corpo-
rate press releases or user
manuals, typically an “entry
point” info the profession.
Instead, she is increasingly
offered work proofreading
machine-generated trans-
lations.

k
N
P

Al

| DONT [
DECIDE

Protesters gather with banners and placards outside the offices of Google Deepmind at a
protest organized by PauseAl UK and other groups concerned in controlling the development of
advanced Atrtificial Intelligence systems, in London on February 28, 2026.

Translators “have to rewrite
the whole thing, redo the
franslations, but they sfill
only get paid the reduced
rate,” said Holly Parsons, a
Spanish-to-English  franslo-
tor at the beginning of her
career.

“It's hard as a franslator to
actually charge what the
work is worth because peo-
ple just don't want to pay
it,” the 24-year-old added.
She sfill earns most of her
income working as a chil-
dren’s activity leader.

- Change of direction -

According to a report from
Morgan  Stanley,  British
companies that adopted
Al cut their workforces by
eight percent in the year to
October 2025 -- more than
in Germany, Japan or Aus-
fralia.

Among the countries fea-
tured in the report, only the
United States saw employ-
ment rise with Al.

“Film work has definitely
been impacted by Al... it's
really kicked us down,"” said
Laura, 35, a director of pho-
fography in London, who
preferred not to share her
last name for professional

reasons.

To escape the broader crisis
hitting the film industry, she
is refraining as an outdoor
instructor in Dorset, south-
west England, earning mini-
mum wage.

After working on the short
fim “Mad Bills to Pay”,
which won an award at
the Sundance Film Festival,
35-year-old Rufai Ajala also
changed direction and is
now fraining to become a
plumber.

“I'm not going fo rely on film
as my main focus... | don't
see it as a career option
anymore where you can

Al chiefs walk back job apocalypse warnings

Washington, United States
The most prominent figures
in artificial inteligence are
stepping back from dire
predictions about mass

unemployment, as the in-

dustry faces growing pub-
lic hostility over Al's prom-
ised transformation of the
workplace. Nvidia chief
executive Jensen Huang
and OpenAl CEO Sam Alt-

OpenAl CEO Sam Altman arrives at the federal courthouse
during proceedings in the trial over Elon Musk’s lawsuit against
OpenAl in Oakland, California, on May 12, 2026.

man, whose comments
have stoked anxiety about
Al's potential effects on
society, are now arguing
that doom-laden warn-
ings were overblown or, in
some cases, disingenuous.
Speaking to Channel News
Asia on Monday, Huang
fook direct aim at fellow
executives who have pub-
licly blamed Al for work-
force reductions.

“The narrative that con-
nects Al to job loss, for
many of the CEOs that are
doing it it is just too lazy,”
he said.

“Al has just arrived. How is
it possible they're already
losing jolbse”

Huang, who has long ar-
gued that Al will create as

many jobs as it displaces,
pushed back against the
doom-and-gloom fore-
casts of some industry insid-
ers, saying that the recent
wave of corporate layoffs
was not driven by Al.

“How is it possible that Al
became productive and
useful only six months ago,
and they were somehow
laying people off two years
ago because of Al2 |t
doesn’'t make any sense,”
he said.

“It was just a way for them
to sound smart, and | re-
ally hate that. | think we're
scaring people and that’s
iresponsible,” he said.

- Allman’s mea culpa -
Last week, British bank
Standard Chartered an-

have stability,” Ajala said,
adding that the aim was to
find an "Al-proof” career.

- ‘Painful transition’ -

“There is going to be sort
of a painful transition pro-
cess because new jobs
will take time to emerge,”
said Bouke Klein Teeselink,
an economics professor at
King's College London.

He said it would require "“a
massive adjustment for so-
ciety,” which could mean
“a big increase in unem-
ployment.”

According to one of his
studies, professions most
exposed to Al, such as
software developers and
data analysts, reduced job
postings after the launch
of ChatGPT in November
2022, particularly for enfry-
level posifions.

The growth of Al comes as
Britain already faces high
levels of youth unemploy-
ment, with the war in the
Middle East and an in-
creased minimum wage
weighing on hiring.

One in six Britons aged 16 to
24 is out of work, the highest
level since 2014, according
to official data.

Teeselink said, however,
that another market dy-
namic is at play with Al:
productivity gains could
lead to lower prices, which

in turn  could stimulate
demand and increase
employment.(]

nounced plans to axe

thousands of jobs by 2030
as artificial inteligence
replaces employees in a
range of administrative
roles.

The tech firm behind so-
cial network Snapchat cut
1,000 jobs last month, say-
ing Al is boosting efficiency
as it pushes towards profit-
ability.Alftman, meanwhile,
offered a mea culpa.
Speaking at the Common-
wealth Bank of Australia’s
Accelerate Al Conference
in Sydney, he said rapid Al
development would not
produce the “jobs apoc-
alypse that some of the
companies in our space
advocate or talk about”
including his own.1
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Djokovic fights through at French Open, Rybakina dumped out

Paris, France

Novak Djokovic extended
his latest bid for a record-
breaking 25th Grand Slam
titte with a four-set vic-
tory over Valentin Royer in
the French Open second
round on Wednesday, but
women's second seed Ele-
na Rybakina crashed out
of the tournament.
Elsewhere, four-time cham-
pion Iga Swiatek and Elina
Svitolina both eased into
the last 32 with straight-sets
wins.

Djokovic had to come from
a set down in his opening
match against Giovanni
Mpetshi Perricard and was
pushed hard again by an-
other Frenchman in Royer,
before finally sealing a 6-3,
6-2, 6-7 (7/9), 6-3 win after
three and three-quarter
hours on Court Philippe
Chaftrier.

“l hope | won't play any
more French players for the
rest of the tfournament,”
said the third seed, who
has been tied on 24 Grand
Slam fitles with Margaret
Court since winning the
2023 US Open, with a wry
smile.

Djokovic, who beat world
number one Jannik Sinner
in the Australian Open last
four earlier this year, can-
not meet the red-hot title
favourite until the final at
Roland Garros.

Djokovic powered through
the first two sets, although
world number 74 Royer,
born just 5km from Roland
Garros, showed much more

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates his victory over France’s Valentin Royer during their men'’s
singles match on day 4 of the French Open tennis tournament on Court Philippe-Chatrier at the
Roland-Garros Complex in Paris on May 27, 2026.

resistance in the third be-
fore extending the match
in a brilliant tie-break.

The Serb, who twice failed
fo consolidate breaks of
serve in the third set, made
no such mistake in the fourth
as he belatedly booked his
place in the next round on
his fifth match point.

Czech Jakub Mensik, the
only player other than
Djokovic to beat Sinner this
year, needed eight match
points before eventually
downing Mariano Navone
6-3,2-6, 6-4, 1-6, 7-6 (13/11).
Rising Spanish star Rafael
Jodar reached the third
round of a Grand Slam
for the first time, seeing off
James Duckworth 6-1, 6-7
(5/7), 6-4, 7-5.

Rybakina stunned by Star-
odubtseva

Australion  Open cham-
pion Rybckina blew a
one-set lead to exit in dra-
matic fashion, slumping to
a 3-6, 6-1, 7-6 (10/4) loss to
Ukraine’s Yuliia Starodubt-
seva.

It is Rybakina’s earliest de-
parture from any tour-level
tfournament since the 2025
Miami Open and first de-
feat in the opening two
rounds of a major since the
2024 Australian Open.

“I couldn't find the bal-
ance. | couldn't find the
right shot, and it was clearly
just too many mistakes,”
said the Kazakh world num-
ber two.

Starodubtseva will  face
China’'s Wang Xiyu for a
place in the last 16.

She has already matched
her previous best run at a
Grand Slam event, when
she lost to Jasmine Paolini
in the French Open third
round as a lucky loser 12
months ago.

“Honestly, hard to de-
scribe, I'm super happy,”
said world number 55 Star-
odubtseva after beating
a top-10 opponent for the
first time in her career.

“I'm super proud of myself
that | was able to do this
today. It was a tricky third
set but | got it done in the
end.”

Valgren wins Giro 17th stage,

Andalo, Italy

Danish rider Michael Valgren won the 17th stage of the
Giro d'ltalia on Wednesday as Jonas Vingegaard contin-
ued his march to a first overall victory on the Grand Tour.
Valgren took the honors in Andalo after attacking from a
small group with a kilometer remaining of the undulating
202km ride from Cassano d’Adda in which riders suffered
both from punishing heat and also sudden downpours.
The 34-year-old EF Education-EasyPost rider claimed his
second win of the season, with his other also coming in
Italy at the Tireno-Adriatico, celebrating with his lucky
charm Pokemon.

Valgren was part of a group which pulled away from the
break on the final categorised Andalo-Lever climb.
Initially he looked to be contesting the stage honors with
Einer Rubio before the pair were caught by a handful of
other riders in the concluding kilometers.

“I thought I'd be beaten on the sprint so | attacked. | was

Vingegaard stays in pink

really tired and | was lucky that the stage wasn't 500 me-
ters longer,” said Valgren.

“I'd never won a Grand Tour stage before and I'm happy
that | did it in Italy where I've had a lot of my success.”
Valgren’s success is something of a miracle as he has
come back from a horror crash during the 2022 Route
d’'Occitanie when he fell into a ravine, fracturing his pel-
Vis.

His countryman Vingegaard, who is hunting a Giro-Tour
de France double this year, stays four minutes ahead of
Felix Gall in the overall standings after rolling home with
the peloton.

Jhonatan Narvaez won the intermediate sprint and took
the points jersey from France's Paul Magnier, who wasn't
part of the break and now trails the UAE rider by 12 poinfs.
Vingegaard is likely to maintain his advantage at the top
of the general classification on Thursday when the pelo-
ton takes on a hilly 171km ride between Fai delle Pagan-
ella and Piege di Soligo.[

Swiatek, Svitolina through

Swiatek, looking to regain
the title she last won in 2024,
saw off batting Czech
youngster Sara Bejlek 6-2,
6-3 on Court Philippe Chao-
frier.
The third-seeded Pole
will next face compatriot
Magda Linette, who beat
former winner Jelena Osta-
penko in three sefs, as she
bids to preserve her record
of having always reached
the second week at Ro-
land Garros.

“Usually the weather is
quite different here, but it
doesn’'t matter,” said Swi-
atek after spending 93 min-
utes on court on another
boiling hot day in Paris.
Swiatek is playing at a first
Grand Slam tournament
since linking up with Rafael
Nadal’s former coach Fran-
cisco Roig.

Svitolina, who beat Swiatek
en route to the Rome fitle,
beat world number 126 Kai-
tlin Quevedo 6-0, 6-4.

The Ukrainian seventh seed
ended an eight-year wait
for her fifth WTA 1000 tro-
phy at the Italian Open to
underline her credentials as
a contender in Paris.

She struggled through her
first-round tie, edging out
Hungary's Anna Bondar in
a deciding-set tie-break on
Monday, before watching
her husband Gael Monfils’
final French Open matchin
the night session.

But Svitolina raced out of
the blocks this time, quick-
ly taking control against
Quevedo.(]

EF Education - EasyPost
Danish rider Michael Valgren
celebrates as he crosses the
finish line to win the 17th stage
of the Giro d’ltalia 2026 - Tour
of ltaly cycling race between
Cassano d’Adda and Andalo,
Italy, on May 27, 2026.
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Gilgeous-Alexander, Thunder down Spurs to take 3-2 series lead

Los Angeles, United States
Shai  Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 32 points as the Okla-
homa City Thunder defeated
the San Antonio Spurs 127-
114 to move within one win
of areturn to the NBA Finals
on Tuesday.

Gilgeous-Alexander and the
Thunder punished an error-
strewn performance by San
Antonio to claim a victory
which leaves the reigning
NBA champions 3-2 up with
two games remaining in the
Western Conference finals.

San Antonio had leveled the
series at 2-2 with a battling
performance on Sunday but
never got going in a lack-
lustre game five display at
Oklahoma City's Paycom
Center.

Spurs star Victor Wembanya-
ma had a miserable shooting
night, scoring 20 points but
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Shai Gilgeous-Alexander #2 of the Oklahoma City Thunder looks on during the second quarter
of a game against the San Antonio Spurs in Game Five of the NBA Western Conference Finals at

Paycom Center on May 26, 2024 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

making just 4-of-15 attempts

from the field while grabbing  Spurs forward Devin Vassell

only six rebounds.

also had a night to forget,
scoring just six points from

2-of-11 shooting after aver-
aging 17 pointsin the open-
ing four games of the series.
Oklahoma City will head to
San Antonio for Thursday's
game six with a chance to
clinch the series after a typi-
cally clinical performance,
recovering from a slow start
fo seal a deserved win.

Gilgeous-Alexander  was
one of five Thunder players
to finish in double figures,
with Alex Caruso scoring
22 from the bench includ-
ing four three-pointers and
Jared McCain impressing
with 20 points.

Chet Holmgren had 16
points with 11 rebounds,
while Isaiah Hartenstein had
12 points with 15 rebounds.
“I might have had the worst
start to a basketball game
in my career, but the group
held it down and kept us in
the game,” Gilgeous-Alex-
ander said of a sluggish first
quarter by the Thunder that
saw San Antfonio jump into
an early eight-point lead.

“I've been saying it all
year we're a group of one
through 15, and we wouldn't
be this deep in the season
without everybody on the
team, and it showed again
tonight,” the two-time NBA
Most Valuable Player add-
ed.

“Against a really good
feam you've just got to try
to be better each and every
game, and we definitely got
better from the last game.”

- ‘Need to be a lot better’ -
After a slow start Gilgeous-
Alexander scored 12 points
in a 40-point second quar-
ter for Oklahoma City that
helped the champions pull
info a comfortable lead that
would ultimately prove de-
cisive.

The Thunder led by as many
as 20 pointsin the third quar-
ter and while San Antonio
cut the lead to eight points
late in the quarter, Oklaho-
ma City regrouped to pull
clear again.

San Anfonio coach Mitch
Johnson bemoaned his
tfeam’s error count through-
out the game -- and called
on Wembanyama fo take a
more aggressive approach
in Thursday’s must-win game
six battle.



