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How Aledo’s “discover the exira”
sparking a rural renaissance

ALEDO, IL — In the quiet
stretches of Mercer Coun-
ty, where the horizon is
dominated by the rhythm
of the seasons, a new kind
of harvest is taking root. It
isn't corn or soybeans, but
rather a fierce, entrepre-
neurial spirit that is breath-
ing fresh life into the Ameri-
can small fown.

At the center of this move-
ment is the “Discover the
Extra” initiative. Sponsored
by the Mercer County For-
ever Fund, the program has
become a national blue-
print for rural survival in the
2020s. On Thursday night,
community members gath-
ered at the local VFW to
hear from keynote speaker
and rural advocate An-
drew McCrea, marking a
celebratory milestone: for
the first time in a decade,

the town’s Main Street
storefronts are at 95% oc-
cupancy.

“Small towns aren’t dying;
they're just waiting for a
reason to wake up,” said
Sarah Miller, a local bou-
tique owner who opened
her doors thanks to a mi-
cro-grant from the inifio-
five. “The ‘extra’ isn't just
about money. It's about
the extra mile a neighbor
goes to help you fix a sign,
or the extra hour a volun-
teer spends mentoring a
high schooler on a business
plan.” The “Discover the Ex-
fra” inifiative operates on a
simple but radical premise:
rural communities cannot
wait for outside corpora-
tions to save them. Instead,
they must cultivate their
“extra” assets the unique
local heritage, the special-

ized craftsmanship, and
the tight-knit social fabric
that big cities often lack.

In Aledo, this has manifest-
ed in several tangible wins:
The Revitalization of the
Historic District: Through the
Forever Fund, five historic
buildings that were slated
for demolition have been
stabilized and converted
into “maker spaces” where
local artisans sell everything
from hand-thrown pottery
fo custom leather goods.
The Youth Enfrepreneur-
ship Pipeline: A partnership
with the local high school
now provides seniors with
“starter kits” for service-
based businesses, encour-
aging the next generation
to build careers in Mercer
County rather than fleeing
to urban centers.]

At Aruba Beach Club, your family
can enjoy comfort, community,
and affordability with timeshares
that last for generations.

Choose from 3 spacious unit
types, enjoy affordable
ownership, and secure your
vacation spot in paradise for life.

guaranteed access to
hydration and dignity

By Local Education Correspondent

PHILADELPHIA — In a landmark decision being hailed
as a “victory for joy,” the School District of Philadelphia
has officially approved a comprehensive new wellness
policy that guarantees more than 100,000 public school
students the right to water and bathroom breaks.

The policy, passed by the Board of Education late last
week and celebrated by families on Monday, marks a
historic shift in how the district manages the basic bio-
logical needs of its students. For the first time, access
fo drinking water and restrooms is codified as a fun-
damental right that cannot be withheld as a form of
disciplinary action.

“Dignity is Non-Negotiable”

The new rules follow an 18-month grassroots campaign
led by Lift Every Voice Philly, an advocacy group of
parents who shared harrowing stories of students being
denied water or restricted from using the bathroom.
“We refused to accept schools where our children
could not drink water freely,” said LEV board mem-
ber Jamila Carter during a celebratory gathering. “This
policy makes dignity non-negoftiable™.

Key highlights of the newly adopted wellness policy in-
clude:

Protected Water Access: Drinking water must be avail-
able and accessible without restriction and at no cost
throughout the entire school day.

Mandatory Movement: Elementary students are now
guaranteed movement breaks every 90 minutes of
seated instruction.
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California’s river barriers face the ultimate iesi

By Leah Mason
Environment Desk

LOS ANGELES, CA — Stand-
ing at the concrete mouth
of Ballona Creek just be-
fore it empties into the Pa-
cific Ocean, a dramatic
dividing line cuts cleanly
through the water. On the
upstream side, a massive,
multi-colored blanket of
compressed plastic water
bottles, single-use bags,
and floating Styrofoam
chunks stretches across
the surface. On the down-
sfream side, the water
flows remarkably clear info
Santa Monica Bay.

This floating defense sys-
tfem is Interceptor 007, a
fully automated, solar-
powered trash collection
catamaran developed
by the Dutch non-profit
research organization The
Ocean Cleanup. This tech-
nology forms the front line
of an aggressive new en-
vironmental strategy: cap-
turing plastic waste directly
inside coastal rivers and
sform channels before it
can ever reach the open
seq.

With recent expansions
mapping out new barrier
networks along the adjo-
cent Los Angeles and San
Galbriel rivers, local engi-
neers are proving that the
fidal wave of urban marine
pollution can be success-
fully throttled at the source.

Choking the source, saving
the seas

For decades, marine bi-
ologists have warned that
cleaning up open ocean
waste patches like the
infamous  Great Pacific
Garbage Patch is an up-
hill battle. Peer-reviewed
research from The Ocean
Cleanup has established
that roughly 80% of all
global ocean plastic emis-
sions originate from just
1,000 highly polluted rivers
and storm channels.

When seasonal rainstorms
pummel dense coastal cit-
ies, urban frash from streets
and alleys is washed down
concrete  storm  drains,
turning local rivers into lit-
eral conveyor belts for gar-
bage.

“Trying to catch plastic
once it enters the open
ocean is like trying to vac-
uum during a hurricane,”

Ocean Cleanup recovers 10,000 tons of plastic from seas and rivers

said Boyan Slaf, founder
and CEO of The Ocean
Cleanup. “It  scatters,
breaks down into toxic mi-
croplastics, and embeds
itself info the marine food
chain. If you want to solve
the crisis, you have to inter-
cept the trash at the mouth
of the river, before the cur-
rent carries it away.”

The physics of high-volume
defense

The technology behind In-
terceptor 007 relies on a
brilliant mix of natural water
mechanics and automat-
ed engineering. The ves-
sel uses two long, flexible
floating booms that form
a wide V-shape across the
creek. As the river current
flows naturally toward the
sed, the booms funnel the
floating frash directly into
the "mouth” of the barge.
Inside the automated ves-
sel, a solar-powered con-
veyor belt silently lifts the
gathered plastic out of
the water and distributes
it evenly info six internal
dumpsters. When the on-
board computers register
that the dumpsters are full,
an automated text mes-
sage notifies local public
works crews to tow the
barge to shore, empty the
containers, and sort the
debris for regional recy-
cling facilities.

The pure scale of the tech-
nology was put to the ulfi-
mate test during record-
breaking atmospheric
river storms that slammed
Southern California. The
extreme  storm runoff
washed a colossal wave

of city frash down the
county’s concrete chan-
nels all at once. During a
single 24-hour peak rain
event, the device success-
fully trapped over four tons

of ftrash, single-handedly
preventing it from washing
onto local beaches.

Since its inifial pilot deploy-
ment, Interceptor 007 has
blocked more than 193.5

fons (386,945 pounds) of
garbage from entering the
Pacific Ocean, prompting
the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors fo
unanimously approve its
fransition into permanent,
year-round operation.
Scaling up the blueprint
The success in Southern
California has served as a
critical  proof-of-concept
for similar initiatives across
the state and the globe.
Further south, the Califor-
nia State Water Resources
Control Board deployed a
450-foot heavy-duty trash
boom across the Tijuana
River Valley. This regional
line of defense targets
thousands of cubic yards
of cross-border plastics
and discarded fires, shield-
ing vulnerable South Bay
marine ecosystems from
catastrophic pollution.]
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Your first choice for locally caught fish and seafood on the island.
Very reasonably priced, exciting menu and no service charge added

to your h|||
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We are open from Monday - Saturday from 5.30pm - 10pm.
No reservation required! We operate on a first come first serve system.

Located within walking distance from the High Rise hotels at Palm Beach #33.
For more information call +297-586.7333
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How a grassroots vilage movement is rescuing America’s
homeless veteran

BY Amanda Reynolds
National Desk

MILWAUKEE, WI— On a brisk
morning on Milwaukee's
northwest side, the rhyth-
mic thud of hammers and
the high-pitched whine of
circular saws echo across a
construction site. For most
passersby, it looks like a
standard housing develop-
ment. But for the volunteers
turning the dirt, it is the con-
struction of a sanctuary.
This plot of land is the new-
est site for the Veterans
Community Project (VCP),
a grassroots nonprofit build-
ing communities of special-
ized tiny homes to rescue
unhoused military veterans
from the streets.

The Milwaukee village,
which broke ground late
last year, is the organizo-
fion’s sixth location nation-
wide, joining operational
villages in cities like Kansas
City, Missouri, and Long-
mont, Colorado. When
completed, the network
will  feature 240 homes
across the United States.
The project represents a
fundamental shift in how
the nation tackles veteran
homelessness, replacing
massive, institutional shel-
ters with a model centered
on privacy, dignity, and
tailored psychological sup-
port.
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Contractors build tiny homes in Little River for Veterans Welcome Home and Resource Center.

The Architecture of Healing

Each 240-square-foot finy
home provides a fully self-
contained apartment.
They feature a kitchen, a
private bathroom, a living
area, and a bed.

What makes these homes
different is their “trauma-
informed” architecture.
Designed specifically for
combat veterans manag-
ing Post-Traumatic  Stress
Disorder (PTSD), the layouts
ensure that the bed always
faces the front door and
windows, eliminating blind

spotfs that can trigger hy-
per-vigilance.

“When you are living on the
street, you are constantly in
survival mode,” said Bryan
Meyer, a Marine Corps vet-
eran and chief executive
officer of VCP. "“Traditional
shelters often fail because
they require a veteran to
sleep in a room with doz-
ens of strangers. That trig-
gers panic. Our tiny homes
provide a lockable front
door, a private space, and
a sense of absolute safety.”
Critically, the program cir-
cumvents traditional bar-

riers to entry by accepting
pets and allowing veterans
to keep their personal be-
longings, two maijor factors
that often cause unhoused
individuals to refuse tradi-
tional shelter beds.

High accountability, zero
rent

The financial structure of
the village is simple: veter-
ans pay zero dollars in rent
or utilities. In exchange, res-
idents must invest heavily in
their own futures.

The tiny homes serve as
fransitional housing. Veter-

ans stay for an average of
335 days while partnering
with on-site case manag-
ers. These specialists guide
them through customized
rehabilitation plans, men-
fal health counseling, ad-
diction recovery, and job

fraining.
This formula is proving in-
credibly successful.  The

Veterans Community Proj-
ect reports an 85% success
rate for participants who
complete the program and
fransition info permanent
housing, far outperforming
the national average for
fraditfional fransitional pro-
grams.

“"We don't believe in just
putting a roof over some-
one's head and walking
away,” Meyer explained.
"We address the underly-
ing tfrauma that caused
the homelessness in the
first place. It's an intensive
program of accountability
and support.”

A lifeline in the nick of time
For residents like Patrick Put-
nam, an Army veteran who
moved into the VCP village
in Longmont, Colorado, the
tiny home village didn’t just
provide a roof it saved his
life. Before finding the pro-
gram, Putnam was staying
in a local emergency shel-
ter, facing a future of deep
uncertainty.(

Activist Erin Brockovich takes on U.S. Big Tech’s data center boom

New York, United States
U.S. environmental activist
Erin Brockovich, made fao-
mous by the film bearing
her name, has launched
a citizen platform frack-
ing data center projects
across the country.

The self-taught legal assis-
tant first made her name
helping expose a water
contamination scandal in
Hinkley, California, in the
early 1990s, when energy
giant Pacific Gas and Elec-
fric Company (PG&E) was
found to have poisoned
the local water supply.

The resulting class action
lawsuit ended in a $333
million settlement for the
plaintiffs.
Director

Steven Soder-

bergh brought her story to
the screen in “Erin Brockov-
ich,” earning Julia Roberts
the Oscar for Best Actress
in 2001.

-%

Brockovich has since built
a career taking on corpo-
rafions over pollution con-
cerns.

Now 65, she is targeting

U.S. consumer advocate Erin Brockovich speaks during a press
conference to unveil evidence on the cause of the Eaton Fire,
in Pasadena, California, on January 27, 2025.

data centers the sprawl-
ing buildings packed with
microchips and servers
that power cloud networks
and, increasingly, artificial
intelligence.

Across the United States,
communities and elected
officials are moving to reg-
ulate, limit or outright block
new data center construc-
fion.

“I am watching you, com-
munifies showing up and
speaking out,” Brockovich
wrote on the dedicated
webpage at brockovich-
datacenter.com.

Their concerns range from
spiking electricity prices
and fossil fuel use to water
consumption, noise and

waste.

The platform features a
real-time map of proposed
and under-construction
data centers across the US,
fed by fips from the public
and press reports, with us-
ers invited to update the
database.

For now, it lists only a few
dozen projects a fraction
of the hundreds of centers
estimated to be in prepa-
rafion or under construc-
fion nafionwide.

The site stops short of call-
ing for a moratorium or
ban on the centers, saying
it wants to spotlight “the
need for sustainable, se-
cure, and efficient Al data
center practices.”]
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Starbucks Korea reveals series of mishaps leading to ‘Tank Day’

campaign

Seoul, South Korea
Starbucks Korea revealed
on Tuesday a series of mis-
haps leading to its heavily
crificised “Tank Day” pro-
motion, including the use
of Al to develop the cam-
paign, which it said lacked
“social and historical sensi-
fivity".

The company has faced
oufrage in South Korea for
promoting a line of coffee
cups with a campaign that
evoked a deadly crack-
down on a 1980 pro-de-
mocracy uprising.

The furor led to a “sharp
decline in sales”, and the
dismissal of Son Jung-hyun,
head of Starbucks Koreq,
according to the Shin-
saege Group which op-
erates the coffee chain in
South Korea under a licens-
ing agreement.

In a packed news confer-
ence in Seoul on Tuesday,
Shinsegae executive Jeon
Sang-jin said “priority was
given fo the speed and im-
mediacy” of the campaign
and “not a single objection
was raised during either the
planning or approval stag-
es”.

The campaign for *“tank
tumbler” cups was brand-
ed as “Tank Day” and
launched on May 18, the

Fish-eating

Brussels, Belgium

The great cormorant bird
is eating too much fish for
the liking of a group of EU
nafions that on Tuesday
called for a cull.

Great cormorant numbers
have ballooned in Europe
since the bird became a
protected species in 1979,
much to the annoyance of
human fishers in countries
where the black feathered
animal is a rival.

“The annual fish consump-
fion of an adult great
cormorant is  estimated
at approximately 180 ki-
logrammes whereas the
average fish consumption
per EU citizen amounts to
around 23 kilogrammes,”
the Czech Republic, Swe-
den and seven other EU

A woman walks past a Starbucks coffee shop in Seoul on May 26,

anniversary of the Gwangju
uprising.

Official figures record the
crackdown on the revolt
kiled 165 civilians, with 65
listed as missing and 376
others later dying of injuries.
Many believe the tfrue toll
was higher.

The Gwangju uprising forms
the haunting backdrop to
Nobel laureate Han Kang's
novel Human Acts.

The employees involved
said they had “asked Al

for suggestions and fthat
the May 18 anniversary
had never even crossed
their minds”, he said of the
findings from the internal
probe.

It was unclear whether the
team went ahead with the
Al suggestions.

Jeon said those involved
“denied any intentional
wrongdoing, saying they
only realised the campaign
could be problematic after
the issue drew public back-
lash™.

2026.

The investigation also found
that some of the seven of-
ficials who approved the
campaign “had signed off
onit, as a matter of routine,
without even opening the
attached design file con-
tained in the email”, Jeon
said.

He added that “the legal
feam’s review process,
which had been conduct-
ed in the past, was also
skipped"”.

“This incident went beyond
the question of whether in-

cormorant lands in EU’s crosshairs

members wrote in a note
to illustrate “the urgency of
the situation”.

The issue was placed on
the agenda of a meeting
of European Union agricul-
fure and fisheries ministers
in Brussels Tuesday, where
the countries called for
the bird's population to be
kept at "an ecologically
and economically accept-
able level”.

In practice, this would en-
tail lowering its protected
status to allow for more
hunting -- a move op-
posed by conservationists
who say it would not help
restore fish stocks.

“We cannot consider na-
ture as if it only belongs to
humans and treat native
predators as a nuisance,”

Marion Bessol of BirdLife In-
ternational said as the idea
was first floated in Septem-
ber. “Cormorants have as
much right to eat fish as
we do.”

Cormorants’ appetite for
fish drove the bird almost
to the brink of extinction in
Europe, with colonies sys-
tematically destroyed in
some instances with help
from fire brigades and mili-
tary forces, according to
a report by the European
Parliament.

In the early 1960s, the spe-
cies numbered only a few
thousand breeding pairs in
the main breeding range
comprising the Nether-
lands, Germany, Denmark,
Sweden and Poland, the
paper said.

Numbers rebounded after
the bird was granted pro-
fection status. There are
currently up to two million
great cormorants in Eu-
rope.

dividual employees were
at fault and exposed a lack
of social and historical sen-
sifivity within Starbucks Ko-
reqa,” he said.

- ‘No excuses’ -

The infernal investigation
did not determine whether
employees had intentfion-
ally planned to make light
of the uprising.

Three of the five market-
ing team members also
refused to hand over their
mobile devices for forensic
investigation, citing privacy
concerns.

Police have launched a
separate investigation
which could see anyone
found infentionally mock-
ing the uprising dismissed
from the company and le-
gal action pursued against
them, Jeon said.
Shinsegae chairman
Chung Yong-jin bowed in
apology over the incident
during the Tuesday news
briefing and asked for for-
giveness from bereaved
families of the victims of the
May 18 Democratic Upris-
ing.

“I will make no excuses. |
take full responsibility for this
matter.”

He did not take questions
from the media.4

“The great cormorant... is
causing a lot of problems
in the Baltic Sea,” Finn-
ish Agriculture Minister Sari
Essayah fold reporters in
Brussels.[

A cormorant bird stands atop a statue of Britain’s King
Edward VIl in Liverpool, north west England on October 2,
2020, following the announcement of new local restrictions
for certain areas in the northwest of the country, due to a
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Bulgarian mussel farmers face risk, and chance, in hotter sea

Kaliakra, Bulgaria

Faced with rising Black Sea
temperatures that suffo-
cate his mussels, Bulgarian
farmer Nayden Stanev has
been forced to change his
ways shifting his seeding
schedule and harvesting af
cooler depths.

Yet Stanev, a 5é6-year-old
former marine comman-
do, sees the fallout from
climate change as both a
threat and opportunity for
his business.

As bad as it is for Bulgaria’s
mussel farmers, their peers
in the Mediterranean Sea
have had to deal with even
higher water temperatures.
“"We are beftter off,” Stanev
told AFP.

Though the Balkan EU
member sfill trails far be-
hind major Mediterranean
mussel producers such as
Spain and Italy, it has taken
the lead in the Black Sea.
And it is less affected by
marine heat waves, which
have led to a sharp decline
in Europe’s mussel crop,
according fo experts.

But the warmer waters are
stil a threat to Black Sea
mussel farmers.

“"About 20 percent of the
mussels didn't survive” this
year, Stanev said gravely,
as empty shells piled up on
deck of his old diesel boat.
“Last year, it was a massa-
cre 80 percent wiped out.
The mussels literally suffo-

Harvesters sort mussels on a conveyor line of a harvesting ship during a mussel collection near
Cape Kaliakra, in the northern Bulgarian Black Sea Coast on August 18, 2025.

cate in a sea that warms
too fast,” he added.

- ‘Lasting change’ -
Scientists  say  climate
change is making mao-
rine heatwaves more fre-
qguent and powerful, and
the Mediterranean region
is warming faster than the
global average.

In July, the average sur-
face temperature of the
Mediterranean Sea was
26.79C, the hottest ever for
that month, according to
research centre Mercator
Ocean International.
During the same period,

the average surface tem-
perature in the Black Sea
was 25.46C less than in the
Mediterranean, though it is
also warming.

“When temperatures ap-
proach or exceed about
26C a threshold associ-
ated with mass mussel mor-
talities for extended pe-
riods during peak market
seasons, it creates disrup-
fions in the supply chain,”
John Theodorou, an expert
at the University of Patras in
Greece, told AFP.

In the Black Seaq, the sur-
face temperature has risen
by nearly two degrees in

two vyears, according to
Radoslava Bekova from
the Institute of Oceanology
at the Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences.

“The sea is undergoing last-
ing changes,” she told AFP.
She added prolonged
warming periods, when
the sea doesn’t have time
to cool down, weaken the
mussels, making them more
vulnerable to diseases.

- High demand -

Together with his six em-
ployees, Bulgaria pioneer
Stanev is on deck at dawn
to harvest and deliver his

mussels, with the season
reaching its peak at the
end of August.

He set up his business more
than 20 years ago in the
bay of Cape Kaliakra, a
prime location protected
from currents.

His phone ringing inces-
santly, Stanev jots down
the orders on a small note-
book.

On this day, he has to deliv-
er no fewer than 10 tonnes
of mussels to cater to the
demand of hundreds of
restaurants and vendors in
Bulgaria and neighbouring
Romania.

After a short trip from shore,
the crew reaches the
200-hectare mussel farm.
Black buoys float on the sur-
face, with long tubular nets
holding the shells attached
to them.

The men work in silence
with synchronised gestures:
one pulls the nets out of
the water, another cleans
them and a third sorts the
shells.

Mussel bags pile up, each
containing about 800 kilo-
grammes, as cormorants
scout for leftovers.

When the boat refurns to
the quay in the early after-
noon, several refrigerated
trucks are already waiting,
along with villagers with
empty buckets, eager to
buy fresh mussels for their
families.

Cleaning the chakras of Ecuador’s cats and dogs

Quito, Ecuador

Is your pooch feeling pee-
vish?2 Too much negative
energye

In Ecuador's capital Quito,
fraditional healers are tap-
ping info a new market
for herbal remedies: the
anxious “parents” of pam-
pered pefts.

At the San Francisco mar-
ket, dogs, cats, rabbits are
all candidates for a “lim-
pia” (cleansing), an an-
cient Andean ceremonial
ritual designed to banish
physical, emotional and
spiritual blockages.

A ‘“curandero” (healer)
uses herbs, smoke and raw
eggs to open the chakras
of creatures great and

small and furry.

Ximena Tixi says her one-
year-old golden retriever
Lucas hasn’'t been himself

since he had a run-in with
a cat.

But she’s seen an improve-
ment since he had two

Ecuadorean curandera Amparo Lugmana performs an energy
cleansing on the dog Copito at the San Francisco market in
Quito on May 17, 2026.
Kaliakra, Bulgaria

cleanses.

"He's more active, he no
longer shows that fear he
had,” the 49-year-old ar-
chitect told AFP.

Now on his third session, Lu-
cas frotfs info the stall, tail

wagging.

Nancy Correa, 57, is a fifth
generatfion healer from a
family of female “curan-
deros.”

She hugs Lucas and then
rubs him with a bunch of
medicinal herbs, including
amaranths, rue, nettle and
eucalyptus.

She chose these plants,
she said, because they
grow in ravines and there-
fore “hold the energy of
water, air, and sun.”

Next door, fellow healer
Amparo Lugmana freats
Copito, her four-year-old
mongrel who has been
“feeling down” of late, by
rubbing petals, an egg,
and herbs over his white,
curly fur.

She finishes by hang-
ing Amazonian huayroro
seeds on a ribbon around
his neck, to ward off euvil
spirits.

Lugmana has also worked
on cats and rabbits and
sends treatments to the
countryside for owners of
unproductive cows and
chickens.

The cost of the treatment
ranges from $5 to $10, de-
pending on the size of the
pet.d
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Iberostar Aruba Strengthens Commitment to Reducing Food
Waste with Ai Technology and Supporting Responsible Tourism

JOIA Aruba by Iberostar contin-
ves to take important steps toward
protecting the environment by in-
troducing new technology in its
kitchens to help reduce food waste
and improve waste management
practices at the hotel. Since April
2024, the hotel has been using an
Ai food waste monitoring system
that helps kitchen teams better
understand how much food is be-
ing wasted and how it can be re-
duced.

The system works by fracking left-
over food in the kitchens and
providing information that helps
chefs and staff make smarter de-
cisions when preparing meals. By
understanding what food is being
thrown away most often, the ho-
tel can improve planning, and as

W .

(Oranjestad)—After you've visited
the Alto Vista Church, the Bushiri-

a result, identify waste reduction
measures, to operate in a more
responsible way.

Recently, lberostar Hotels & Re-
sorts invited members of the lo-
cal press to the JOIA Aruba for a
special presentation and demon-
stration of how the system works in
daily operations. During the visit,
aftendees had the opportunity to
learn more about the company’s
sustainability efforts and its long-
term goal to eliminate waste to
landfill, through various actions led
by its 3R tfeam (Reduce Reuse Re-
cycle) who work across all areas
of operations to measure, sort and
develop ways to rethink its ap-
proach to waste.

These efforts are part of lberostar’s

bana Gold Mill Ruins and the mini
natural pool that is located right

larger

sustain-
ability through its lberostar Wave
of Change movement, which in-
cludes a focus on circular econ-
omy initiatives including avoiding
waste to landfill, reducing waste

commitment to

through efficient consumption,
and reusing resources whenever
possible. In 2025 the company has
already reduced waste to landfill
by 80% (against its 2021 baseline)
and is working across different
destinations to find different solu-
tions locally.

Iberostar Hotels & Resorts believes
that even small daily actions can
create meaningful change over
time. By improving food manage-
ment and reducing waste, the ho-

tel aims to contribute towards a

model of positive tourism in Aruba.

“At lberostar, we are working to

continuously lower our impact in
our everyday operations,” said Ar-

naud Le Lanchon, General Man-

ager of lberostar Aruba. “We are

proud to infroduce solutions that
help us reduce waste, improve ef-

ficiency, and continue caring for
the beautiful island of Aruba.”

Iberostar Hotels & Resorts contin-
ues to work alongside employees,

guests, partners, and the local
community fo promote respon-
sible fourism and create a positive
impact for future generations.

Visit the natural bridges of Arubal

next to it, you're next up around
the northern coast line must be the
Natural Bridge. Once the largest
natural bridge in the Caribbean,
this bridge has been a tourist at-
traction for many years.

The bridge was formed during thou-
sands of years, cut and crafted by
the wild waves that crash info the
coral stone walls of the coast. Be-
fore its collapse, this bridge mea-
sured 30 meters in length and 7
meters in height, making it the big-
gest natural bridge in the Caribbe-
an at the time. For many years, this
site was also a frequently visited
beach, as the bridge had a small
opening through which the water

would flow into the finy beach.

Unfortunately in 2005, the bridge
collapsed, and the little beach
dried up. Despite this, this site re-
mained a fourist aftraction, with
many visitors walking along the
coral cliffs of the bridge fo see the
spectacular view of the northern
coastline and the Caribbean Sea.
Visitors can also still visit the souve-
nir shop on the left of the bridge
enfrance.

While the natural bridge no longer
is functional, there is now a small-
er natfural bridge very close. This
bridge is often called the "“Baby
Bridge" or “"Daughter Bridge".
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.
THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

— WIN A SHARE OF UPTO —
Auntie Anne’s Preizels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
S The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
AL 1S y Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard

Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique
Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play.
Plety up to five times each Wednesday.

G/A(GGMkPa Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com n

CASINO AND SHOPS Play Respansibly. Visit www.gomblersanarymeus.org if you or someane you knaw has o gambling problem,

With its grand opening
Voco proves it can atiract high-value visitors to Aruba

(Oranjestad)—Last Friday, the Talk of the Town family L34} @
opened their revitalized hotel rebranded as Voco with . e A7
a particular focus on attracting high-valued visitors with '
a new and sustainable strategy.

CEO of Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA), Ronella Croes,
called this tfransition an important step for the island. A
key aspect liesin its partnership with ASG, a multinational
parent company that manages hotels around the world.
A partnership with an international hotel giant will give
Voco the additional support it deserves in international
sales, marketing and their platform in infrastructure.

‘VYoco', which means ‘to invite' and ‘call fogether’ in
Latin, represents the hotel charming and inviting nature.
Voco's unique character and style sets it apart from other
hotels, offering visitors a laid-back and approachable
environment combined with premium style of hospital-
ity so you can create long-lasting moments that'll be
remembered for a lifetime. All this while maintaining
committed to be a sustainable vacation destination,
with plant-based amenities, energy-efficient fixtures and
pillows and duvets made from 100% recycled materials.

Its success is praised globally. Voco is proud fo be the
winner of the World Travel Awards for Europe’s Leading
Premium Hotel Brand, Middle East's Leading Premium
Hotel Brand, and Worlds Leading Premium Hotel Brand
2025 for five consecutive years.

For Aruba, the Voco hotel will surely add to the warm
hospitality of the island, where our lovely visitors can feel
more at home. A warm congratulations goes to the Talk L
of the Town Family for this new endeavorl ] i *

Rock stacking and its harmful effects

(Oranjestad)—The organization Aruba Birdlife
Conservation has in the past raised concerns
about the phenomenon of “rock stacking” in
the area of Baby Beach and warned about the
dangers it poses, especially for children.

As known, “rock stacking” is not illegal in Aruba,
but its impact on nature is harmful as the stones
form part of the natural habitat of small ani-
mall species living in Aruba’s wilderness. Experts
warn that “rock stacking” could even lead cer-
tain species to extinction.

In Aruba, much of the “rock stacking” also oc-

curs near Arikok National Park. Although this ac-
tivity is not illegal in Aruba, it may be time for
park authorities to impose stricter regulations on
this activity.

Tourists often believe that the meaning behind
this activity is making a wish, but they do not
realize its negative impact.

Aruba Birdlife Conservation’s post not only raises
alarms about the activity but also now that this
phenomenon has reached Baby Beach, some
of the stacked stone towers are up to 1.7 meters
high, which can be very dangerous, especially
for children.(Q
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Article by Etnia Nativa

WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience!
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels

Aruba at a Crossroads

For decades, Etnia Nativa has warned about the
consequences of uncontrolled tourism on Aruba’s
neighborhoods, beaches, culture, and environment.
Today, many longtime residents no longer recognize
the communities where they grew up — neighbor-
hoods once filled with neighbors are now dominated
by short-term visitors, noise, and disorder, off-road
traffic, overflowing garbage containers, and crowed
of visitors on beaches once enjoyed mainly by local
families.

As natural spaces disappear and mass fourism re-
shapes the island, Etnia Nativa faces a difficult ques-
tion: can tourism continue growing without destroying
the identity, franquility, and beauty that made the is-
land unigue in the first place?

The future of Aruba may depend on moving beyond
extractive tourism foward a regenerative model —
one that protects nature, respects local communities,
and preserves the island for future generations before
itis foo late.

During the 1950s, when tourism began on our island,
success was measured by the number of visitors and
their spending. Aruba built its first high-rise hotel, the
Aruba Caribbean Hotel and Casino (see details in
episode 120, fitled "In the Beginning”), which soon
became an architectural icon attracting the inter-
national jet set and Hollywood celebirities. Its success
helped drive the steady growth of tourism across the
Caribbean region. Luxury came fo mean large re-
sorts, activity-filled itineraries, endless entertainment,
and the promise of the “perfect getaway.

Years ago, as plastic pollution and environmental
damage spread across the world, sustainable tourism
emerged with one essential question: ‘How do we re-
duce harm¥g’

Now, in 2026, a new question is transforming the glob-
al fravel industry: ‘How do we leave a place better
than we found it2’

That shift changes everything. A new generation of
fravelers is no longer satisfied with simply visiting a
destination; increasingly, people want their journeys
to have purpose and leave a positive impact on the
places they explore. Across the world, the tourism in-
dustry is evolving beyond sustainability toward regen-
erative tourism — a model focused not only onreduc-
ing harm, but on restoring ecosystems, strengthening

local communities, and preserving
cultural identity for future generations.
The difference is profound.

From community-led tourism projects
in India fo ecological restoration ini-
fiatives throughout Europe and the
Caribbean, ftravelers are seeking
experiences rooted in authenticity,
connection, and responsibility rather
than overcrowded excursions and
mass-tourism afttractions. Travel is no
longer defined only by sightseeing or
consumption, but by the opportunity
fo conftribute, learn, and help protect
the places and cultures that make
each destination unique.

And perhaps nowhere is this conver-
safion more urgent than in Aruba.

For years, Aruba has relied heavily
on tourism while gradually sacrificing
parts of its ecological and cultural
authenticity in the process. The island
adapted itself to external expecto-
tions: speaking the language visitors
expected, promoting entertainment
designed for outsiders, and reshap-
ing cultural experiences into simplified
versions of ourselves.

But why must Aruba confinue imitat-
ing what tourists can already find else-
where?

Why promote generic Caribbean im-
agery when Aruba possesses a dis-
finct cultural identity of its own -a des-
olate and beautiful landscape, Pa-
leolithic and prehistoric heritage sites,
fertile seas, and natural orchestras of
migrating birdse Aruba has the po-
tential to embrace sustainable agri-
culture, ecological architecture, and

a way of living that feels deeply rooted,
authentic, and unlike anywhere else in
the region.

Our future cannot depend on becom-
ing interchangeable.

Regenerative tourism offers another
path. However legislation preventing
gold rush activities investors must be
kept at bay limiting over exploitation
with discouraging fines.

Imagine tourism in Aruba not as con-
sumption, but as restorafion — visi-
fors helping protect coral reefs, joining
coastal cleanups, and supporting local
farmers, fishermen, and artfisans instead
of disconnected global supply chains.
But that future also requires limits. Aruba
cannot confinue allowing environmen-
tally destructive activities, overcrowd-
ing, off-road damage, noise, and pollu-
tion to expand in the name of entertain-
ment and unchecked growth.

Without stronger protections and a
clearer vision, Aruba is losing the beau-
ty, franquility, and cultural identity that
once made the island unique. The ques-
tion is whether Aruba will embrace a
regenerative future, or continue be-
ing treated like a stationary cruise ship,
where every experience is mediated
through digital plastic and designed
solely for consumption.

Personal experiences with Etnia Na-
fiva are available by appointment:

WhatsApp +297 592 2702
etnianativa03@gmail.com
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Alto Vista chapel and its link to Aruba'’s origins

According to Etnia Nativa,
in the 18th century most of
the inhabitants of Aruba
were indigenous who lived
on the north coast, one of
the largest communities
lived in Alto Vista.

As they were very religious,
they had a chief with the
name of Antonio Silvester
who guided them in the
Christian life and it was he
who decided to build a
stone chapel with a roof
of corn rods, which would
serve as a place of prayer.
In 1750 it was blessed by Fa-
ther Algamesi who came
from Coro-Venezuela and
appointed Domingo Anto-
nio Silvester as the island’s
first prosecutor in the name
of the Spanish crown and
Rome. In 1752 the prosecu-
tion passed into the hands
of Antonio Silvester's son-
in-law, Miguel Alvarez, who
continued fo guide the pa-
rishioners in their prayers.

According to the book,
The History of Alto Vista by
R.H. Nooyen, it is not known
when Domingo Antonio Sil-
vester came to Aruba from
Venezuela. The elders be-
lieve Antonio was a Span-
iard. In 1780, father Joseph

Antonio de la Vegal called
Bernardino Silvester, one of
Anfonio’s sons with his wife
Anna Cathalina  Tromp,
“neighbors and naturals of
the island Aruba” and thus
they became natives.

At the end of the eighteen
century many inhabitants
the island died as a result of
the black fever epidemic
and since people believed
that the Alto Vista area was
the most infected, they be-
gan to build their homes

further south within the
Noord areq, so the town of
Noord began to grow into
a community till getting its
own Church. However re-
ligious festivals continued
fo be celebrated at this sa-
cred native place, with the
custom of arriving in pro-
cession to Alto Vista.

Two-hundred years after
the beautiful time of Alto
Vista, people can no lon-
ger see much of the town
of Alto Vista from 1750. With

a lot of work they found
the old foundations of the
Church of the Queen of
the Holiest Rosary to build
a new chapel on the same
place. The entire surround-
ing area was empty and
desolated, making it hard
tfo imagine that Alto Vista
was a town at all. A hun-
dred vyears later, people
can see the remains of
around twenty houses,
some made of stone and
others of clay. Nowadays,
only around six of fthese

houses remain.

South of the chapel in the
yard two graves can be
observed, there was the
cemetery which father
Pablo de Algemesi blessed.
It is not certain, but it is be-
lieved that the two graves
belong to Anfonio Silvester
and Miguel Alvares, ac-
cording to Nooyen. About
50 meters near the chapel
there are still the markings
of an old house, where
Antonio and Bernardino
Silvester would have lived.
About 200 meters from the
chapel there is a water
fank which the locals call
Tanki Cacique. In the past
this tank was closed. But
mostly water was brought
out from the Poz di Noord,
a well dug in the sand.

The chapel can be viewed
from basically any point in
the north side, even from
Paradera and Sero Plat.
All the historical remains
around the chapel provide
us with an idea on how the
old people of Alto Vista
used to live. Don't miss the
opportunity to visit a place
of historical significance
with a window to Arubad’s

past.]

Fun facts about the Terns

(Oranjestad)—Throughout
the months of January to
September, big groups of
terns migrate to the island
for breeding season. These
terns are important sea-
birds, and their presence
on Aruba is a unique phe-
nomenon. Here are some
fun facts about terns.

Why terns matter

Terns (Sternchi in Papio-
mento) migrate annually to
Aruba for breeding season.
Our island, hosts 10 differ-
ent species of terns which
is crucial for global seabird
conservation. 90% of Carib-
bean population of Com-
mon Tern nest on Aruba,
25% of Global population of
Cayenne Tern nest on Aru-
ba and 25% of Caribbean
populatfion of Black Noddy
nest on Aruba, making their
conservation especially im-
portant.

Breeding season

The terns breed mainly
along the north coast of
Aruba as well as the San
Nicolas Reef Islands (No-
Go conservation zones).
Baby Beach is a particu-
larly special site for terns,
since this is where they
carry out their reproduc-
tion rituals. Referred to as
a “discotheque” by Nata-
sha Silva, the point of Baby
Beach near the open wa-
ter is where a large group
of terns spends the season
searching for their part-
ner—for life—to reproduce.

In Aruba, there are ten dif-
ferent species of terns, all
of which breed at differ-
ent fimes. The ten species
of terns that migrate to the
island include the Cayenne
Tern; Cabot's Tern; Com-
mon Tern; Roseate Tern;
Least Tern; Brown Noddy;
Black Noddy; Sooty Tern;
Bridled Tern and the Royal

Tern

Main threats to these sea-
birds are human proxim-
ity, kite-surfing, unleashed
dogs, ATVs/UTVs, Jet Ski's
and pollution.

How to protect them

Aruba Conservation Foun-
dafion advises everyone
fo keep their distance from
these seabirds, do not visit
the reefs, do not fly drones
around nesting areas, keep

your dogs on leashes, do
not drive on the coastline
and do not leave ftrash
thrown about. “Nature
has no boundaries and
its protection is a shared
responsibility.”
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba'’s visitors.

Electrical power

found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water

10pm, Monday through
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other
establishments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO's international
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to
buy bottled water from the
store.

Supermarket hours

Since February 2024, Aruba
has been categorized as
the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe.

"
‘. ' .
- - Help FUDA with
- a last wishambulance
for Arubal
Aruba generally operates .
on 110V to 127V supply i ——
voltage and 60Hz. There ‘_
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lets used on the island: type ’ B i '
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SUDOKU

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.

King Classic Sudoku
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ACROSS 40 Spring PIRIAY LIL
1Goldhue  sign S|OIFITIS
6 Elephant 41 Paris g A

of steries divider HIATL
11 Too 43 Fragrance E|HE|L|L
trusting 44 Tottering FIU[EILICIE[L|L
12kt~ 45Battery GIEE tﬂg RIE[A
13 Change makeup
14 Turning 46 Fresh TIAIXIES SICIAIT
tool
15 Back DOWN 8 Danish  29.a Brea
muscle, 1 Counter- sweets stuff
for short pan g Stick 31 Acts
16 Antici- 2 Neighbor 10 Oboe parts  spoailed
pated of Zambia 17 Funny 32 Desolate
18 Have 3 Archfoes fellow 33 Sailor's
debts 4 Seth’s 22 Summer ory
19D.C. mother sign 35 Monument
baseballer 5 Showed 24 Japanese Valley
20 Hosp. over drama sights
parts 6 Like some 26 Some 38 Cooped
21 Young birthday minstrels (up)
miss cards 28 Un- 42 Hurler's
23 Movie 7 Jai — common stat
category Tz B F 5 & 7 B 8 [0
25 Twisty - -
fish
27 Bashful 18 14
pal 15 8 |17
28 Pig part
30 Ceyote '8 ® &
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feat E 29 30 31 |32
34 Scot's
cap 33 7 35 3
36 Cry of 37 38 39
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37 Halloween “ oo
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choice 45 6
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55
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isLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
5-5 CRYPTOQUOTE
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Cryptoquote: GREENS ARE A DISH
THAT MOST SOUTHERNERS WOULD WALK A
kMILE FOR. — EDNA LEWIS
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Why is Europe the world’s fastest warming continent?

Paris, France

Europe, which is in the
throes of a record-smash-
ing heatwave this week, is
the world's fastest-warm-
ing continent and stretch-
es info an even more rap-
idly heating Arctic.

After record high temper-
atures for May were bro-
ken in Britain, Ireland and
France on Monday and
Tuesday, the continent still
faces more brutal heat in
the coming days.

A so-called “heat dome”
of warm air from northern
Africa frapped under a
high-pressure system over
western Europe is behind
the sort of heat not usually
seen until high summer.
Here is a look at why Eu-
rope is warming faster than
elsewhere:

- A higher degree -

The planet is around 1.4C
warmer than in preindus-
trial times, defined as 1850-
1900.

By comparison, Europe is
around 2.4 hotter than the
preindustrial era, accord-
ing to the EU's Copernicus
Climate Change Service.
“Almost all of this heat is
driven by the human-in-
duced greenhouse effect
from fossil fuel emissions,
with the actual distribution
of this excess heat deter-
mined by (several) fac-
tors,” Ben Clarke, research-
er in extreme weather and
climate change at Impe-
rial College London, told
AFP.

- Changing weather pat-
terns -

Shifts in atmospheric cir-
culation have driven more
frequent and more intense
heatwaves in the Europe-
an summer, according to
Copernicus.

High-pressure systems,
which bring seftled weath-
er and higher tempera-
tures, have become more
common in Europe, Co-
pernicus Director Carlo Bu-
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A pharmacy thermometer shows 35 degrees with the dome of St Peter’s basilica in the
background during an early-season heatwave in Rome on May 26, 202é.

ontempo said.

“If you look over the last 20,
30 years, there has been a
prevalence, especially in
summer, of those sort of an-
ticyclonic conditions that
are making heatwaves
more likely,” Copernicus
Director Carlo Buontempo
told AFP.

Whether the increased
frequency of that spe-
cific type of high-pressure
system is due to climate
change or is just a “statisti-
cal fluctuation” is still a sci-
entific debate, Buontempo
said.

Such high-pressure systems
are also known as “block-
ing highs" as they can re-
main stationary and stop
other weather systems
from moving info a region.

Explaining how they work,
Mary Bourke, geography
professor at Trinity College
Dublin, told AFP: “The sky is
exposed to us, there are no
clouds. It's a stable mass of
air that is bringing warm air
down to the surface and
taking away moist air, so
the airis not only warm, but
it's also dry.”

- Rapidly warming Arctic -

Another major reason is
geography.

“Europe is connected to
the Arctic, which is warm-
ing much faster than the
rest of the planet,” Clarke
said.

The Arctic is 3.2C warmer
than in preindustrial times,
according to Copernicus.

The region’s rising temper-
atures are partly due to a
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process known as the al-
bedo feedback.

Bright snow and ice re-
flect much of the sun’s
heat back intfo space, but
as they melt they reveal
darker, heat-absorbing sur-
faces such as land and the
ocean..
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HEALTH
DOCTOR ON
DUTY
Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 527 4000 Tel. 524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Oduber
Tel. 582 1780

San Nicolas: Aloe
Tel. 584 4606

OTHER
587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002

Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100
Police Oranjestad 527 3140
Police Noord 527 3200
Police Sta, Cruz 527 2900
Police San_Nicolas . 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulance 911
Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof Taxi . 588 0035
TaxiD.T.S. .o 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

Aruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
_Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Against Domestic Violence(FCVR)
Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Like us on
Facebook
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Video games turn to classic films to woo middle-aged millenials

Paris, France

Millenial gamers who grew
up on 80s and 90s block-
busters are today being
courted by the industry,
with the latest James Bond
offering hard on the heels
of an Indiana Jones ad-
venture and soon to be fol-
lowed by "Jurassic Park”.
“I've worked on a lot of dif-
ferent projects, but always
had an eye to Bond,” Ras-
mus Poulsen, art director for
"007 First Light”, set for re-
lease on Wednesday, fold
AFP ahead of the game'’s
publication.

The Dane, in his 40s, also
runs a YouTube channel
showing off 3D models of
spacecraft from the Star
Wars and Star Trek univers-
es underscoring his part
in a generation of game
developers now turning
their hands to adapting
the worlds they fantasised
about as kids.

With his firearms, high-tech
gadgets, luxury cars and
over-the-top flirting, “James
Bond is a perfect fit for vid-
eo games, because he's a
character built around the
imperative to act,” said
Alexis Blanchet, a cinema
and media lecturer at Par-
is' Sorbonne-Nouvelle Uni-
versity.

The British agent had not
appeared in a game title
for more than a decade
before “First Light” -- with
follow-ups to 1997 Ninten-
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Video games are seen on dlsplay at a Gamestop store in the Barton Creek Square mall on May

04, 2026 in Austin, Texas.

do 64 mega-hit “Golden-
eye” leaving most players
neither shaken nor stirred.
“First Light” is also the first
game with the Bond fran-
chise under the stewardship
of Amazon, which bought
studio MGM in 2022.

- Modern reboot -

Built by “Hitman” devel-
opers 10O Interactive, "First
Light” offers a new version
of Bond'’s origin story, drop-
ping players into the shoes
of a cocky but callow
young version of the spy sfill
earning his stripes.

“It makes sense that Ama-
zon's first dip info 007 my-
thology should be with a

Newly-installed iron window guards adorn the window of the
Gallerie d’'Apollon (Apollo’s gallery) of the Louvre Museum, on
the Quai Francois Mitterrand side, in Paris on January 6, 2026,
several weeks after thieves used a furniture lift fo break into
the museum.

Paris, France

Last year's brazen robbery
of the Louvre when thieves
made off with jewellery
worth some $100 million

is set fo become a movie
and a documentary series,
a publisher said on Tues-
day.

French director Romain

game,” games and culture
journalist Keith Stuart of Brit-
ish paper The Guardian
argued in a newsletter this
month.

“In the cinema, Bond'’s leg-
acy as a character has be-
come problematic and his
motivations as a modern
British secret agent uncer-
tain,” he added.

Video game adaptations
of films date back as far as
the late 1970s.

But they had their moment
in the sun from the mid-
1980s, with games often
released alongside block-
busters’ appearance in
cinemas.

Frequently of questionable

quality, the tie-in games felt
to many players like a cash
grab profiting from the
movies' marketing cam-

paigns.

By the 2000s, some fran-
chises offered games that
fleshed out or comple-
mented the worlds depict-
ed on the silver screen.

But data provided by Blan-
chet shows the genre rap-
idly tailing off in the early
2010s.

- Ageing gamers -

Betwen 1975 and 2011, just
547 films inspired around
2,000 games -- 10 percent
of the total published over

the period, he estimated.
Blanchet argued that to-
day’s resurgence in be-
loved pop-culture sagas is
part of the “routine func-
tioning” of the industry,
rather than representing
any kind of “renewal”.
“The average age of video
game players has been
getting older, and studios
know it,” he said.

To stand out, publishers “try
to guarantee their game
will succeed” by includ-
ing characters known and
loved by large audiences.
The pressure is all the great-
er given the doldrums the
whole games industry has
been fraversing for more

than two years, Blanchet
noted.
Successes like  “Indiana

Jones and the Great Cir-
cle” or "Hogwarts Legacy”
have been matched by
more mixed recepfions,
such as for “Star Wars Out-
laws” from Ubisoft.

That chance of success
means audiences are likely
to see still more adapta-
tfions in the coming years.
“Modern video games
are able to sidestep the
complexities of, let's say,
compromised  cinematic
franchises, giving fans the
bits of the experience they
want without the detritus of
dodgy story arcs and strait-
jacketed mythologies,”
journalist Stuart wrote.1

Louvre heist to be turned into film

Gavras whose work in-
cludes 2025 Hollywood
film  “Sacrifice”  starring
Anya Taylor-Joy and music
videos including most re-
cently a hypnotic school-
boy choreography for GE-
NER8ION will draw inspira-
fion from the investigative
book “Main basse sur le
Louvre” (literally “A grab at
the Louvre”).

Film rights to the book
about the October 19,
2025 heist had been sold
fo the production compa-
ny lconoclast while rights
for a documentary series
were acquired by a British
producer, the Flammarion

publishing house said.

The book, written by three
journalists, from French
dailies Le Parisien and Le
Monde, and weekly glossy
magazine Paris Match, is to
hit bookstores on Wednes-
day.

According fo frade maga-
zine Le Film Francais, the
movie project is in devel-
opment, though neither
the title nor the cast has
been announced.

The Louvre heist sent shock-
waves around the world
and sparked a security cri-
sis within the world-famous
museum that ultimately

led to the replacement of
its director, Laurence des

Cars.
After seven months of in-
vestigation, and despite

the arrests of the main sus-
pects, the jewels have sfill
not been found.

The authors said their ap-
parent disappearance
“has become a dense
mystery, a puzzle that has
plunged investigators info
deep confusion”.

The heist illustrates how
“the theft of artworks has
become a business like
any other for many crimi-
nals”, they say. “The crimi-
nal underworld has found
a new cash cow.”"d
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Karl-Anthony Towns #32 and Miles McBride #2 of the New York Knicks celebrate with the Bob
Cousy Trophy after defeating the Cleveland Cavaliers 130-93 in Game Four of the NBA Eastern
Conference Finals at Rocket Arena on May 25, 2026 in Cleveland, Ohio.

Knicks sweep Cavs to reach first NBA
Finals since 1999

Washington, United States
The New York Knicks ad-
vanced to the NBA Finals
for the first time since 1999
with a 130-93 victory at
Cleveland on Monday,
stretching their team-re-
cord playoff win streak to
11 games.

Karl-Anthony Towns had
19 points and 14 rebounds,
O.G. Anunoby added 17
points and reserve Landry
Shamet had 16 points with
4-of-4 three-point shooting
to lead the Knicks’ blowout
friumph.

"We're going to enjoy it
for a day or two but we've
got a larger goal here and
we've got to start locking
in,” Shamet said.

New York swept the Cava-
liers 4-0 in the best-of-seven
Eastern Conference final
and will play for the crown
starting June 3.

New York, who won their
only NBA titles in 1970 and
1973, will face either de-
fending champions Okla-
homa City or San Antonio,

who are tied 2-2 in the
Western Conference final.
“We've got four more wins
to tfry and go get and we
know it's going to be even
harder,” Shamet said. “Be-
ing in this position with this
team, it's pretty special.”
The Knicks would have to
sweep the finals to equal
the NBA record playoff
win streak of 15 by Golden
State in 2017.

“We knew our tfeam was
capable of doing this,”
Towns said.

“All we had to do is put the
work in and continue to be-
lieve in each other. That's
what we did and that's
why we're here.”

- Brunson stars -

Jalen Brunson, who was
named the series Most
Valuable Player with an
average 25.5 points, 7.8
assists and 3.3 rebounds,
added 15 points for New
York, who improved to 12-2
in the playoffs. “It means a
lot, but | wouldn't be here

without my teammates,
the belief they had in me,”
said Brunson, who was two
years old when the Knicks
last made the finals, when
his father was a guard on
the club.

“They give me the confi-
dence. They let me be me.
Most importantly, we all
believe in each other from
top to bottom. It's an honor
to play with them.”
Teammate Josh Hart paid
tribute to Brunson.

“He doesn't let us get too
high or too low,” said Hart.
“"He wants to make sure we
double down on our habits
and play this game to win.
“Everybody wanfs each
other to be successful. Ev-
erybody is willing to sacri-
fice for the betterment of
the team. When you do
that, that's what makes a
great team.”

The Knicks closed the first
quarter with an 8-0 run and
began the second with a
12-0 surge to lead 50-26.1

lental %

Team Visma Lease a Bike Danish rider Jonas Vingegaard
wearing the overall leader's pink jersey (Maglia Rosa)
celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the 16th stage
of the Giro d’ltalia 2026 - Tour of ltaly cycling race between
Bellinzona and Cari, Switzerland, on May 26, 2026.

Vingegaard climbs to his
fourth stage win to tighten
grip on Giro

Cari, Switzerland

Jonas Vingegaard soloed to victory in the 16th stage of
the Giro d'ltalia on Tuesday in the Swiss resort of Cari to
fighten his grip on the overall race lead.

The Dane launched his attack 6.5km from the finish line
at the end of 113km stage raced entirely within Switzer-
land to claim his fourth win in as many summit finishes.
Vingegaard finished more than a minute ahead of Aus-
fria’s Felix Gall and Australia’s Jay Hindley to consolidate
his pink jersey with a lead of more than four minutes with
five stages left until the final stage in Rome on Sunday.
“My teammates and | were very motivated, we want-
ed fo fry to win while wearing the pink jersey,” said
Vingegaard.

“We decided fto go for it af the first opportunity because
if it hadn't worked out we would sfill have had another
chance later on.”

The 29-year-old Visma Lease a Bike rider is bidding to be-
come just the eighth man to complete the clean sweep
of the three Grand Tours.

Having won the Tour de France in 2022 and 2023, and
the Vuelta a Espana last year, he is now well-placed in
the Giro’s pink jersey.

On Tuesday, Vingegaard secured his fenth win of the
season, more than any other rider in the peloton includ-
ing Slovenian Tadej Pogacar, who has nine.

Before the Giro, the stage race specialist had won the
Paris-Nice and the Tour of Catalonia, each fime with
two stage wins.

And he has continued his momentum in the Italian race
deprived of big stars including Pogacar, who won six
stages on his way to overall victory in the 2024 edition,
before also friumphing in the Tour de France two months
later.

“I'm taking it day by day. There are still four stages left
and we'll see what we can do between now and the
end of the race,” added Vingegaard.]
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Sabalenka thrives in French Open heat, Sinner waits in wings

Paris, France

Aryna Sabalenka began
her French Open cam-
paign with a comfortable
win on Tuesday as fellow
world number one Jannik
Sinner prepared to open
his bid for a career Grand
Slam in the night session.
The Belarusian top seed
hurried through a 6-4, 6-2
win against Spanish world
number 50 Jessica Bouzas
Maneiro as temperatures
continued to soar through
the first week of the tourna-
ment.

The only real blip for Sa-
balenka as she returned
to winning ways on clay
after a surprise early exit
from the Italian Open was
her failure to serve out the
match on Court Philippe
Chatrier.

But the four-time major

Experience Aruban culture with this exciting
theme night featuring a Carnival show,
mixology bar, local artists and more. You can
sample Aruban cuisine, including delicious
BBQ options with a tropical twist. A local brass
band will be performing, and you can pose
with elaborately dressed Carnival dancers for a
memorable photo op as well, so don’t miss it.

USD $59pp*
Kids 6-12 yrs. pay ¥ price

Book your table at
RenArubaEvents.com
and party like a local!

Renaissance Ocean Suites Beach

Fil
N
[

-

Thursday Nights, 6:30-10pm

RENAISSANCE’

WIND CREEK ARUBA RESORT

Belarus’ Aryna Sabalenka plays a backhand return to Spain’s Jessica Bouzas Maneiro during their
women’s singles match on day 3 of the French Open tennis tournament on Court Philippe-Chatrier
at the Roland-Garros Complex in Paris on May 26, 2026.

winner broke in the next
game fo book her spoft in
the second round after just
75 minutes on court.

“I'm super happy to be
through. | feel like it was
a ftricky first-round oppo-
nent,” Sabalenka said.

“I'd say that for me always
not easy, the first rounds.
And then, as | get further
in the fournament, as | get
more comfortable, my lev-
el becomes better.”
Sabalenka will face
France's Elsa Jacquemot
in the round of 64.

Following a wet and cold
[talion Open earlier in May
and similar conditions dur-
ing the practice week at
Roland Garros, the big-
hitting  28-year-old  said
the scorching conditions
played somewhat in her
favour.

“I'd say that it was a bit
warm,” she joked.
“Especially compared to
the first days when | first got
here, it was like 14C, like,
freezing.

“Now it's boiling hot and
balls are flying, everything
is much faster. But physi-
cally | feel strong, so | feel
like it can benefit me.”
Conditions will have
cooled somewhat when
Sinner makes his bow later
Tuesday.

The 24-year-old stands on
the brink of a career Grand
Slam, with the French

Open the only maijor title
still to elude his grasp.
Double-reigning cham-
pion Carlos Alcaraz is ab-
sent and the Italian has a
29-match win streak but
six rounds stand between
him and the men’s final
on June 7, starting with his
French first-round oppo-
nent, Clement Tabur.

For Sinner, the occasion
also marks a return to Court
Philippe Chatrier almost 12
months on from his five-set
defeat in last year's final
when he held three cham-
pionship points against Al-
caraz.

- Gauff ‘glad’ -
Women's defending
champion Coco Gauff

made short work of fellow
American Taylor Townsend,
kicking off her tournament
with a clinical 6-4, 6-0 per-
formance.

The fourth seed joked
the heat was “nothing”
as she grew up in Florida,
but added: “Honestly |
felt more bad for the fans.
Dang you're watching in
the heat and | hoped no
one passed out. So I'm
glad | finished quickly.”
Gauff will next meet Egyp-
tian qualifier Mayar Sherif.
Russian sixth seed Daniil
Medvedev went down in
five sets to Australian wild-
card Adam Walton.

It was the seventh time in
10 French Open appear-
ances that the former
world number one has fall-
en in the first round.

“l know that | am in good
shape and | can play well
in Roland Garros. | can,”
Medvedev said.

“It's just tougher for me,
and first rounds are usually
tougher for me, but | will al-
ways come here.”

Rising US star Iva Jovic, 18,
further confirmed her po-
tential as she strolled past
Alexandra Eala 6-4, 6-2 to
book a clash with compa-
tfriot and former world num-
ber eight Emma Navarro,
who defeated Indonesian
Janice Tjen in straight sets.
Stefanos Tsitsipas, the 2021
runner-up, moved past the
round of 128 as his French
opponent Alexandre Mull-
er retired injured when frail-
ing 6-2, 3-0.4



