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How a modest ‘teabag’ is tackling the global arsenic water crisis

=

A revolutionary, low-cost
water purification method
designed like a standard
teabag can eliminate up
to 98% of toxic arsenic from
contaminated drinking wa-
ter.

For decades, arsenic con-
faminatfion in groundwao-
ter has loomed as one of
the world's most severe,
silent public health crises.

Prolonged exposure to this
naturally occurring heavy
metal can lead to severe
health issues, including skin
lesions, cardiovascular dis-
ease, and multiple forms of
cancer. Traditional filtration
systems, such as reverse os-
mosis, are highly effective
but remain financially and
structurally out of reach
for millions of families living
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in rural or low-resource re-
gions.

Now, a briliant scientific
breakthrough published in
the peer-reviewed journal
ACS Omega is flipping the
script on water purifica-
fion. A team of researchers
has developed a special-
ized, pocket-sized pouch
that functions exactly like
a teabag—but instead of
brewing a morning bever-
age, it safely draws deadly
toxins out of drinking water.
Remarkably, this innova-
tion was co-authored and
driven by Vick Tan, a New
York high school student
working under a mentor-
ship program at the City
University of New York's Ad-
vanced Science Research
Center (ASRC) alongside
renowned chemist Adam
Braunschweig.

Stores are open from Monday to Saturday 10am to 10pm and Sunday 5pm to 10pm
Located in Palm Beach high rise area, across the Holiday Inn Hotel
www.paseoherencia.com

The science inside the
pouch
The initial inspiration for the

project sparked from an

unusual discovery: when
ordinary tea is brewed,
heavy metals naturally

stick fo the tea leaves and
standard teabag fibers
through a process called
biosorbency. Recognizing
this untapped potential,
the research team set out
tfo engineer a purpose-built
pouch optimized exclusive-
ly for heavy metal remedi-
afion.

Instead of traditional dried
tea leaves, these special-
ized cellulose-based bags
are packed with two highly
effective, eco-friendly ar-
senic adsorbers: magnetic
iron oxide nanoparticles
and pulverized eggshells.
The iron oxide nanopar-
ficles act like microscopic
magnets, chemically lock-
ing onfo arsenic ions dis-
solved in the water. Mean-
while, the crushed egg-
shells—a widely available
agricultural  byproduct—
help maintain a stable,
optimal pH balance within
the water, ensuring that
the heavy metals remain
securely frapped inside the
bag rather than dissolving
back info the liquid.

The laboratory results have
been nothing short of ex-
fraordinary. In rigorous test-
ing, a single engineered
teabag removed over 98%
of arsenic contamination
from water samples within
a six-hour soaking window.
Most notably, when test-
ed against water samples
meticulously prepared to
mimic heavily contaminat-
ed well water from Banglo-
desh, the humble pouch
successfully dropped the
arsenic levels well below
the World Health Organi-
zation's (WHQ) strict safety
limits for human consump-
tion.

Affordable, reusable, and
accessible

What makes this break-
through a frue beacon of
hope for global health is
its sheer affordability and
ease of deployment.
Industrial  water purifica-
tion infrastructure can cost
communities thousands of

dollars to construct and
maintain. In stark contrast,
the researchers calculate
the manufacturing cost of
this purifying teabag to be
a mere 7 US cents per liter
of freated water.

Furthermore, the bags are
sustainably designed for
multiple uses. After a soak-
ing cycle is complete, a
used bag can be gently
rinsed, washed in a mild al-
kaline solution, and dried.
The team noted that a sin-
gle bag can be reused up
fo five fimes, experiencing
only a modest 19% to 20%
drop in extraction efficien-
cy with each subsequent
cycle.

To maximize the real-world
impact of the system, the
scientific team simultane-
ously created a low-cost,
companion chemical tfest.
This simple indicator turns
water a disfinct yellow
shade in the presence of
heavy metals, giving re-
mote communities a rapid,
on-site detection tool with-
out the need for expensive
lab instrumentation.

Empowering global com-
munities

The decentralized nature
of this technology means
it can be shipped easily to
remote villages, distributed
seamlessly during natural
disaster relief efforts, or uti-
lized by everyday travelers.
It puts the power of pub-
lic health directly into the
hands of the individuals
who need it most.

"Clean  drinking  water
should not depend on ac-
cessto expensive infrastruc-
ture," Tan emphasized in an
official CUNY ASRC release
regarding the publication.
"Our research shows that
simple, low-cost materials
can be engineered into
scalable solutions for one
of the world's most urgent
public health challenges.”

By transforming a routine
household concept info
a lifesaver, these scientists
are proving that solving
global crises doesn't always
require millions of dollars in
infrastructure—sometimes,
it just takes a fresh look at a
daily ritual.
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How global energy shifts

Aggressive energy conser-
vation measures and smart
city tech are triggering a
massive drop in light pollu-
fion across major Western
nations. EarthSky reports
that new imagery released
by NASA's Black Marble
Project shows an unprec-
edented dimming of night-
time artificial radiance,
restoring night skies for star-
gazers and giving local eco-
systems room to heal.

For generations, the steady
march of human progress
has been measured by the
growth of our artificial foot-
print. To space-bound satel-
lites, the planet resembled
a web of brilliant electricity.
However, this illumination
came at a steep environ-
mental cost, masking the
cosmos, disrupting human
sleep cycles, and devastat-
ing nocturnal wildlife.

Now, the tide is furming. A
londmark global study of
Earth’s night skies reveals
that artificial illumination is
no longer a one-way street
toward total saturation. In-
stead, targeted legislative
action and advanced in-
frastructure are successfully
dimming city lights.

The story behind the pixels

The new maps are the prod-
uct of NASA's Black Marble
Project, a specialized sat-
ellite network designed to
monitor human-made light
emissions across the globe.
Using the Visible Infrared

are bringing back the stars

Reflection of lights of the city of Antofagasta (R) from the Very Large Telescope at ESO’s Paranal
Observatory, on Paranal Hill in Chile's Antofagasta Region, in the Atacama Desert some 1150 km
north of Santiago,on January 27, 2025.

Imaging Radiometer Suite
(VIIRS), these satellites filter
out seasonal snow, fransient
forest fires, changing cloud
cover, and moonlight to iso-
late pure human light foot-
prints.

The resulting dataset reveals
distinct regional trends.
While rapidly expanding
urban hubs in Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa continue
to brighten, a coordinated
push for environmental
stewardship has triggered
sharp dimming frends across
Western Europe and various
North American communi-
fies.

Leading the global dim-
ming trend is France, where

night skies over Paris and sur-
rounding regions dimmed
by a massive 33%. This en-
vironmental recovery was
closely followed by the
United Kingdom with a 22%
reduction in light output,
and the Netherlands, which
registered a 21% drop.

Legislation meets innovation
This widespread reduction
is not an accident or a sign
of infrastructure decline. In-
stead, itis the direct result of
deliberate public policy and
a rapid shift toward sustain-
able, directional LED lighting
systems.

Across Europe, rigid dark-sky
lows now dictate how and

when cities can be lit:
Curfew  Ordinances: In
France, commercial prop-
erties, shop windows, and
non-essential public monu-
ments are legally required
to shut off their exterior lights
between 1:00 AM and 6:00
AM.

Directional Lighting: Munici-
palities are actively replac-
ing older, high-glare street
lamps that scatter light up-
ward info the atmosphere
with shielded, downward-
facing fixtures.

Adaptive Dimming: Ad-
vanced smart-city  grids
automatically lower illumi-
nation levels by 30% to 50%
during deep-night hours

when fooft traffic is low.
"The data shows us that de-
liberate, focused conser-
vation policies work," notes
the NASA Earth Observatory
team. While part of the inifial
European drop coincided
with  tfemporary energy-
saving strategies during the
regional 2022 energy crisis,
the long-term trend proves
that modern infrastructure
can maintain public safety
while preserving the night.

An environmental and cul-
tural victory

The benefits of reclaiming
the darkness extend far be-
yond energy bill savings. For
local ecosystems, the refurn
of natural night is a critical
lifeline. Excessive light pol-
lution routinely misorients
migrating birds, disrupts the
pollination habits of noctur-
nal insects, and throws off
the breeding cycles of am-
phibians. By dimming the
urban glow, these commu-
nities are actively protecting
local biodiversity.

For humanity, the fading
light pollution represents a
cultural revival. For the first
time in decades, residents
living on the fringes of ma-
jor European metros are
seeing the Milky Way from
their doorsteps. The data
provides a blueprint for
communities  worldwide,
proving that economic de-
velopment does not have
to cost us our view of the
universe.(

Alabama’s $17.5M green miracle: Restoring the great pine forests
for future generations

In the heart of the Ameri-
can South, a quiet but
monumental  fransforma-
tion is taking rootf. Ala-
bama, a state renowned
forits sprawling river systems
and emerald forests, has
officially committed $17.5
million toward a landmark

wildlife restoration project.
This inifiative is not merely
about planting trees; it is a
profound effort to heal a
landscape and ensure that
the state’s natural legacy
remains vibrant for genera-
fions to come.

The centerpiece of this am-

bitious plan is the restora-
tion of the iconic longleaf
pine ecosystem. Centuries
ago, these maijestic, fower-
ing pines blanketed nearly
90 million acres across the
Southeast. Today, due to
over-harvesting and urban
expansion, less than five
percent of that original
forest remains. Alabama'’s
new funding aims to re-
verse this trend by reclaim-
ing thousands of acres of
lost habitaft, furning the fide
for one of the most biodi-
verse environments in North
America.

“This is a generational in-
vestment,” says state con-
servation official Sarah Jen-

kins. "We aren't just looking
at the next four years; we
are looking at the next hun-
dred. We are rebuilding an
entire world from the soil

Up,”

The project’'simpactreach-
es far beyond the timber.
The longleaf pine forest is a
sanctuary for some of the
region's most vulnerable
residents. Among them is
the gopher tortoise, often
called the “landlord of the
forest.” These fortoises dig
deep, elaborate burrows
that provide vital shelter
for more than 350 other
species, including the rare
Eastern indigo snake and

various small mammails. By
protecting the tortoise, the
state is effectively provid-
ing a home for an entire
community of wildlife.

Furthermore, the initiative is
a lifeline for the red-cock-
aded woodpecker. Unlike
other birds, these special-
ized woodpeckers only
peck their nesting cavities
into living pine trees, a pro-
cess that can take years.
The restoration of old-
growth stands ensures that
these rare birds have the
specific environment they
need tfo thrive and sing
once more in the Alabama
wilderness.
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NYC immigrant hubs eye FIFA bounce
aﬁer Trump crackdown woe

Jacques BrunV|I ofthe NYC Department of Small Business Services
(R) hands out World Cup 2026 business tool kits to small business
ownersintheLittle Haitineighborhood of New YorkonMay 19,2026.

Brooklyn, United States
World Cup fever is begin-
ning fo hit New York's immi-
grant communities where
wariness of the Trump ad-
ministration's  deportation
crackdown has weighed
on foot traffic.

In Brooklyn's "Little Haiti,"
street blocks once busy with
merchants were quiet ear-
lier this week.

Mahalia Desrosiers, a proj-
ect manager for the civic
group Littfle Haiti BK, has
seen some businesses shut
down even though the
neighborhood has not ac-
tually been raided by immi-
gration agents.

But she is becoming more
confident the community
will rediscover ifs joie de
vivre as Haiti's first World
Cup appearance in more
than 50 years quickly ap-
proaches.

"I think the World Cup will
give people a sense of life,
of hope, energy," Desrosiers
told AFP. "Haitians will put
their flag on everything. We
will paint this town red and
blue."

City officials have been
canvassing immigrant
neighborhoods ahead of
the first games on June 11
to publicize FIFA-related op-
portunities.

The city's tourism agency is
preparing a FIFA calendar
of events so visitors can ex-
perience matchesin neigh-
borhoods with the most
passion at stake. They also
plan fo post short videos
promoting watch parties to
social media.

Another program, the Five
Borough Winners Special,
will supply eating and drink-

ing establishments  with
complementary  drinking
cups celebrating the soc-
cer extravaganza.

"With FIFA it's an opportu-
nity to maybe reach a new
market, reach a new group
of people that may not
have visited your business
before," said Jacques Brun-
vil, a senior licison executive
with the New York City De-
partment of Small Business
Services (SBS).

There are five dishwasher-
friendly commemorative
cups, one for each New
York City borough. The city
is hoping tourists will collect
all five and post the bounty
online.

The set consists of "taxi yel-
low for the Bronx, coffee
cup blue for Brooklyn, ferry
orange for Manhattan,
thank you red for Queens
and Liberty green for Staten
Island," said an NYC Tourism
spokesperson.

As of May 20, about 600
businesses had signed up
for the program.

Brunvil envisions the bor-
oughs as the backdrop to
a kind of roving sports festi-
val celebrating New York's
diversity.

"We think that depend-
ing on the game, we'll see
groups of people migrating
to different parts of the city,
whether it be Little Haiti to
watch the Haiti game or an
area like Little Senegal to
watch that game," Brunvil
said.

"People will move so that
they can feel the vibrancy
with the fans of that differ-
ent country."

- Cheaper than going -
Immigrant communities in
New York have felt under
siege since Trump refurned
to the White House and
launched his mass depor-
tation drive.

City officials have described
the toll anecdotally but say
they lack the tools to quan-
tify the economic impact.
At a City Council hearing
this month, SBS Chief of Staff
Haris Khan said his agency
doesn't collect sales data
from individual businesses or
employ software to monitor
fooft traffic.

SBS does track real estate
indicators, but "just be-
cause occupancy rates
are healthy, doesn't re-
ally mean we're in a great
place for our immigrant
communities," he said.
Khan told the hearing his
agency saw the World Cup
as an opportunity, but he
was "certain it won't com-
pletely alleviate a vyear
and a half worth of pain for
some of these businesses."

At Golden Blue Bar & Res-
taurant, business has been
uneven, with the Little Haiti
venue's initial opening in
2020 hit by the pandemic
before the more recent
worries about immigration
raids.

But Amantha Chery, who
helps manage the restau-
rant owned by her parents,
expressed confidence the
community willcome out to
celebrate. Tickets for Haiti's
first match against Scotland
on June 13 are currently
more than $600 on Stubhub.
"Because of the (ticket)
prices, it's better for us,"
Chery said.

The restaurant, known for ifs
"Mini Golden Delight" plan-
tains and empanadas, has
two felevisions in the main
dining room, plus a garden
room that can house a
wide screen.

"It's been a struggle with
how Haiti has been repre-
sented in the press ... with
how 'Haiti's so dangerous'
and all that stuff," she said.
"But there's so much resil-
ience and beauty in our
culture with our people. I'm
just happy that we're finally
in the press for something
amazing."Ud

California governor
orders a plan to cope
with Al job upheaval

o

* Progress

Cadlifornia Governor Gavin Newsom speaks during the The
Center for American Progress (CAP) IDEAS Conference in
Washington, DC on May 19, 2026.

San Francisco, United States

California Governor Gavin Newsom on Thursday or-
dered officials to start work on a plan to mitigate the
job-destroying impact of artificial intelligence, the first
US state to do so.

Newsom's demand comes as fears grow worldwide that
Al could render everyone from truck drivers fo lawyers
unemployed as machines learn to perform tasks that
have previously required a human.

The executive order will mobilize state agencies, ex-
perts, universities and industry leaders to develop poli-
cies around severance standards, employment insur-
ance, worker fraining and better tfracking of hiring and
layoffs in an effort to avoid nasty surprises and sudden
workforce cuts.

"Businesses are going fo make a fortune, and that's why
you cannot continue to have a payroll tax system that
taxes jobs and then subsidizes automation," the gover-
nor said in a statement.

Newsom -- who is widely expected fo be a leading
Democratic Party candidate in the 2028 presidential
election -- said lightning fast developments in Al meant
the enfire employment system needed to be reimag-
ined.

"California has never sat back and watched as the fu-
ture happened to us — and we won't start now," he said.
The move comes as figures revealed the US technology
sector -- which is headquartered in California's Silicon
Valley -- slashed more than 52,000 jobs in the first three
months of the year, according to the firm Challenger,
Gray & Christmas.

On Wednesday, Facebook parent Meta began laying
off 8,000 people -- around 10 percent of its workforce.
Advances in Al, which have allowed for the automation
of increasingly complex tasks, are often cited by com-
panies as the reason for reducing headcounts.

But some industry watchers say firms are using the tech-
nology as a pretext for other cost-cutting.

Changes in how we work are reverberating around the
world, sparking debate from Asia to Europe to the Unit-
ed States.

Some tech leaders -- including those at the forefront of
Al, like Elon Musk and OpenAl's Sam Aliman -- have sug-
gested that the fechnology will leave so many people
without a job that humans will effectively become crea-
tures of leisure who need to be given some kind of basic
universal income to survive.l]
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'Extremely dangerous': Cycle-mad Amsterdam slams brakes on

'fatbikes'

The Hague, Netherlands
Fast, fashionable mode of
fransport for some, scourge
of the cycle path for others:
in bike-mad Amsterdam,
complaints about "fatbikes"
have driven authorities to
impose an unprecedented
ban in one of the city's top
parks.

Hugely popular with chil-
dren, fatbikes -- so called
for their ultra-thick tyres --
are electric bikes that look
like squat motorcycles and
can reach speeds of up to
60 kilometres (37 miles) per
hour.

Competing for space on
busy cycle paths in the fa-
mously flat  Netherlands,
many classic cyclists see fat-
bikes as a menace due fo
their superior speed and size.
Complaints  of  "fatbike
gangs" of youths tearing
around Dutch cities and
causing havoc are also
commonplace.

A petition against "aggres-
sive fatbikers"in Amsterdam
has garnered 2,400 signa-
tures, complaining: "Pave-
ments are racetracks. Public
space no longer feels safe.”
So city authorities have de-
cided fo ban them in the
Vondelpark, a busy park
that attracts locals and
hordes of fourists on hire
bikes or roller skates.

"We get a huge amount of
complaints," said Melanie
van der Horst, the Amster-

dam city official who intro-
duced the ban.

"A few years ago, we only
got around 20 complaints
about fatbikes. Now we
have more than 2,000," she
fold AFP in an inferview in
the park.

Aside from the nuisance val-
ue, there is a safety aspect,
given the fatbikes' popular-
ity among children, added
the official.

Fatbikes are supposed to
have a maximum speed of
around 25 kph, but they are
often illegally souped up to
reach anywhere between
50 and 60 kph.

"Imagine an 11-year-old
child driving around town at

A cyclist rides a 'fatbike’ along a path in Th

50 kph on a big, souped-up
fatbike. It's extremely dan-
gerous,"” said van der Horst.
Children have been rushed
to hospital with serious inju-
ries after fatbike accidents,
she said, including brain inju-
ries and torn knee ligaments.
"Doctors say it is the same
level of impact as a motor-
cycle accident."

- 'Goes very fast' -

Visitors to the Vondelpark
generally welcomed the
ban, with a healthy dollop
of the liberal scepticism for
which Amsterdam is world-
famous.

"l don't think you should
ban anything but | do be-

e Vondelpark in Amsterdam on May 9, 2026.
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lieve that they should have
started maybe by banning
kids under a certain age...
because | think that's the
biggest issue," said Aleksan-
dar Rankovic.

"For the park and the peo-
ple who just want to have
peace, | think it's a good
thing," the 47-year-old foot-
ball coach told AFP.

Tanja Meuris, who has re-
cently moved into the areq,
also welcomed the ban, but
admitted she didn't see the
difference between a fat-
bike and a classic electric
bike.

"l have an electric bike my-
self and | think that this thing
goes very fast and it can be

dangerous if not handled
well," said Meuris, 27, a psy-
chologist.

Officially infroduced on May
11, the ban applies to all fat-
bikes with an electric motor
and whose tyres are more
than seven centimeftres
(about three inches) wide.

From next week, anyone
caught riding a fatbike in
the Vondelpark will be hit in
the wallet.

People over 16 will have
fo pay a fine of 115 euros
($133). Children between 12
and 15 pay half that.
Children under 12 get away
without having to pay the
fine, but their parents are
informed.

Amsterdam authorities are
keeping a close eye on the
effects of the ban, which
could potentially be ex-
tended to other parts of the
capital.

Officials in Enschede, in the
east of The Netherlands,
have also taken action
against fatbikes, banning
them in the city centre.
"We've never seen anything
like this before. That's why, to
protect our children, | would
like to see a national law
passed," said van der Horst.
"I would actually just like to
get to asituation where chil-
dren, especially the young-
est ones, are simply not al-
lowed to ride these bikes,"
she said..
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Beijing, China

Authorities have razed a
ramshackle 10-storey home
that for years defied demo-
lition notices and building

This picture taken on May 20, 2025 shows Chen Tianming at his
house labelled China's strangest "nail house" -- households that
refuse to move in the face of development plans -- in Xingyi, in
southwest Guizhou province.

restrictions to become an
off-beat tourist attraction
in  southwestern  China,
footage from the owner
showed.

Chinese authorities demolish villager's
madcap 10-storey home

Chen Tianming spent al-
most eight years and
200,000 yuan  ($29.,402)
turning his family's humble
sfone bungalow info a
tfowering pyramid-shaped
warren of rickety staircases,
balconies and other add-
ons.

The structure drew com-
parisons from media and
tourists to the fantastical
creations of Japanese ani-
mator Hayao Miyazaki.

But local authorities took
just hours to bring down
all but the first floor on
Wednesday, said 43-year-
old Chen.

Officials have claimed for

some fime that the build-
ing lacked permits and was
potentially dangerous.

"l don't feelregret, because
regret is useless," Chen told
AFP.

"I also don't blame myself
for failing to protect it - it's
just that the force driving its
destruction was simply too
powerful."

When AFP visited last sum-
mer, the structure of faded
plywood and conforted
wooden beams was un-

missable,  soaring  high
above the surrounding
farmland.

Videos fiimed after the de-

molition by Chen and sent
fo AFP showed the struc-
fure was now mostly gone,
with piles of building mate-
rials remaining around it.
Early Wednesday, around
a dozen people from the
local law enforcement and
public security bureaus ar-
rived at Chen's home, he
said, before they escorted
him and his parents away
and confiscated his phone.
Chen said he saw dozens
more people around his
house as he was taken to
a local government office,
where he was kept until
late in the evening.



wonony 2oy A IWORLD NEWS

India capital's mo’ror rickshaws gei Trump makeover

-..;.1-E “ﬁ' = “. m l'!\n_v _+. 1

X

New Delhi, India

New Delhi's iconic auto-
rickshaws have received
a Donald Trump-themed
makeover to mark the Unit-
ed States' 250th Indepen-
dence celebrations and the
upcoming India visit of Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio,
but not everyone is a fan.
The U.S. embassy said if is
providing thousands of ve-
hicle covers emblazoned
with Trump's face and the
U.S. flag for the ubiquitous
three-wheeled taxi rick-
shaws plying the sprawling
megacity.

"Happy Birthday Americal”,
the coverreads, fitted fo the
back of the usually yellow-
and-green rickshaws, also
known as tuk-tuks. "250 years
old".

US. Ambassador Sergio
Gor, who was previously in
charge of staffing the sec-
ond Trump administration
with loyalists, launched the
rickshaw campaign in April
featuring "iconic American
images".

The U.S. embassy in New
Delhi told AFP that "thou-
sands of fuk-tuks currently in
circulation will be sponsored
to showcase messages cel-
ebrafing America's 250th
birthday". Some include the
Statue of Liberty.

In sweltering heat at a fuel
station, 24-year-old Tushar
wielded a hammer as he fit-
ted a Trump face cover to

A worker fixes a poster featuring US President Donald Trump on an autorickshaw in New Delhi on
May 21, 2026 marking the 250th anniversary of American independence.

a three-wheeled rickshaw.

"We get around 60 to 70 of
these covers every day from
a supplier," Tushar, who uses
only one name, told AFP,
saying he earns around 50
rupees (half a dollar) to fit
each one.

He was busy persuading
drivers to fit the free cov-
ers as they sat in queues
for compressed natural gas
(CNG), sweetening the deal
with a small packet of tea.

"The gifts keep changing.”
Tushar said. "Sometimes, it is
pickles."

- 'Trump ruined everything' -
India has been hard hit by
fuel disruptions following the

US and Israeli strikes on Iran
that led to Tehran's strangle-
hold on the strategic Strait
of Hormuz.

New Delhi announced fuel-
saving measures last week,
including work-from-home
days for government em-
ployees, after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called forre-
duced consumption.

India, the world's third-larg-
est oil buyer, normally sourc-
es about half of its crude
through the Strait of Hormuz.
The country had been one
of the few in the region to
not hike domestic fuel pric-
es, but has raised costs twice
since last week -- sparking

anger especially among
commercial drivers.

"l know it's Trump, but I have
got a new cover -- and
without paying anything,"
said driver Murari Lal, say-
ing a new plain cover costs
around 700 rupees ($7).
Another driver was less en-
thusiastic.

"'won't get the cover, even
ifitis for free," he said, declin-
ing to give his name. "Trump
has ruined everything."

Drivers usually risk a fine if
they display adverts on their
vehicles, although some still
promote brands, language-
speaking courses, little-
known sexual wellness clinics

or paint nationalistic slogans
like "My India is Great".

Tushar said he faced a tough
task persuading some to put
Trump on their vehicle.
"Those who read the news-
papers are angry at him
over the war," he said. "They
refuse us straight up."

Rubio arrives in India on Sat-
urday, for a multi-city tour of
the world's most populous
nation -- where he will seek
to build fies beyond govern-
ment meetings in the capi-
fal.

He will visit four Indian cifies,
beginning in Kolkata, home
fo one of the oldest US dip-
lomatic posts -- which got
its first consul in 1792, just 16
years after Washington's in-
dependence.

Rubio then attends a gala
reception in New Delhi for
the 250th anniversary of US
independence from Britain,
on July 4, 1776.

Trump had initially formed a
close bond with Modi, who
thrilled Trump in his first term
by inviting him to address a
huge rally at a cricket sta-
dium.

But Modi annoyed Trump by
playing down his role medi-
ating with Pakistan in last
year's war, launched after a
massacre of mostly Hindu ci-
vilians in Indian-administered
Kashmir.

Pakistan, by contrast, said
Trump deserved the Nobel
Peace Prize.[ ]

‘Party in the back’: Competitors vie for European mullet crown

Audregnies, Belgium

Hundreds of distinctively coif-
fured participants gathered
this weekend in southern
Belgium for the annual Eu-
ropean Mullet Champion-

- %‘5—-‘ it
People aﬂend the annual European Mullet Cup in Audregnies,
southern Belgium, on May 23, 2026.

ship to celebrate the once-
maligned hairstyle.

Best captured by the tagline
"business in the front, party
in the back", the mullet typi-
cally combines a closely

cropped fringe and sides
with flowing locks down the
back of the neck.
Popularised in the 1980s, it fell
dramatically out of fashion
before making a somewhat
subversive comeback in re-
cent years.

This year's European cham-
pionship is the fourth to be
held since a group of enthusi-
astsin Belgium borrowed the
idea from Australia of staging
a competition.

Would-be champions for
this edition came from as
far afield as France, Spain
and England.

For many of those involved,
the mullet is much more than
a hairdo -- it has become a
way of life.

"The mullet is open -- o oth-

ers, to difference, to adven-
ture. It has a wild side," said
event spokesman David
Hubert, who goes by the
pseudonym Edgar Funkel.
In the quest to be crowned
with the title of best mullet
in Europe, hopefuls first had
to fill out a questionnaire ex-
plaining more about them-
selves.

"Of course, we choose a
great hairstyle, but what
we really want is fo choose
awonderful person," said jury
member Lolita Demoustiez,
39 -- known as Dalita.
"What matters is that the
person carrying the mullet
truly embodies values such
as tolerance, kindness and
the freedom to be oneself."
Belgian competitor Chris-

tine, 60, said her striking new
haircut had helped her get
through arecent difficult pe-
riod in her life.

"It feels absolutely brilliant,
and I still haven't taken any
antidepressants,” she said,
showing off herssilver grey do.
"Long live the mullet!"
Around 50 finalists were
selected to show off their
mullets before the cheering
crowds.

Winners were selected in a
range of categories, includ-
ing junior mullet, traditional
mullet, unusual mullet and
veteran mullet.

Eventually, the overall cham-
pions for 2026 were selected:
the duo of Berenice, 44, and
Samuel, 46 -- better known
to their fans as BesaMulet.
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Sun catchers: The different lizards in Aruba

ORANJESTAD - Colorful or
camouflaged, you're bound
to encounter a variety of
lizards basking in the sun
or scurrying on their way in
our island. From the charm-
ing, friendly iguanas to the
good-luck gecko Pega-Pe-
gq, you're bound to meet a
few of these special residents
during your visit.

Aruba, as a desert island, is
home to an incredible vari-
ety of unique and colorful
species. Among them we
can find different lizards,
most of which have South
American origins. But there
are a few exceptions.

Iguanas

Iguanas are easy to spot,
as they are larger than
most other lizards and when
young, have a bright green
color that makes them stand
out.

The iguanas usually found
in Aruba are the Iguana,
known as the green iguana,
or locally as Yuwana. The
Yuwana are a mostly her-
bivorous species, and can
grow up to 2 meters in size,
including the tail, making
them one of the largest in
the iguana family. As you will
see, despite their name, as
they reach adulthood, the
iguanas can take on a grey
or blue tone instead of the
bright green displayed by
the young ones. In Aruba -
asin the rest of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands - the most
usual color varies from green
to lavender, black and
sometimes a reddish brown.

Yuwana is a protected spe-
cies, as it is listed under Ap-
pendix Il of the Convention
on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES),
meaning that international
frade is regulated through
the CITES permit system.
In the past, Arubans used
to eat a popular Yuwana
soup, as it was believed to
give strength and help re-
store health — probably due
fo the protfein boost it deliv-
ered. However, it is now ille-
gal to catch, kill, buy or sell
Yuwanas in Aruba, and this
includes eating them!

Turnip-tailed gecko
The turnip-tailed gecko is
known locally as the Pega-

Pega, meaning sticky-sticky,
due to the way it sticks to
walls using the suction in its
little fingers. They are found
inside houses, and are mostly
a nocturnal animal.
According to Etnia Nativa,
the local Pega Pega is im-
mediately recognizable by
its large size, with a body
length of up fo 12 cm, and
its large, swollen tail, approxi-
mately the same length or
slightly shorter than its body;
females are larger and more
robust than males. It has
short, robust legs with flat-
tened toes and extensive
basal webbing.

The undersides of ifs toes are
covered in lamellae, which
are used as friction pads to
cling to smooth vertical sur-
faces. Some can even walk
around completely upside
down. Its toes are covered
with ridges, which are pep-
pered with millions of micro-
scopic bristle-like structures
called setae that attach and
detach when the animal wills
them to, and they never get
gunked up.

They are variable in color-
ation, from a mottled dark
gray to orange-brown, and
are capable of chang-
ing color depending on
their mood and surround-
ings. Mottled and banded
markings aid in camouflage
against free bark. They are
harmless and fragile; you
can hold one in your hands
as long as you are VERY
gentle.

Never put pressure on its tail
because it will surely drop as
a measure to try to distract
the predator, and they are
different from other lizards
because they're long-lived,
talkative, lack eyelids, and
their small scales are situat-
ed next to each other like
cobblestones rather than
overlapping as is the case
in most other lizards.

Turnip-tailed Geckos are
insectivorous and feed on
cockroaches, grasshoppers,
beetles, flies, mosquitoes,
and spiders, which makes
them the best pest conftrol
to have at home! They spend
their days concealed in dark
free grooves and cavities, in
narrow crevices in the walls,
or behind paintings, which

provide the perfect shelter
for them. Pega pega is a
gecko endemic to ourisland,
butin time, some 4-5 infrusive
gecko species have been
observed, some of which
do not cease to amaze us
with the racket they make,
especially during the hours
of the night.

The Pega-pega Phyllodacty-
lus Julieni is also a protected
species in Aruba, by law. It
is illegal to kill them!

Striped anole

The striped anole (Anolis
lineatus) that lives in Aruba
is known locally as Waltaka
or Toteki. This is a species of
lizard in the family Dactyloi-
dae, and they are native to
Aruba and Curacao. It is usu-
ally found in dry areas, com-
monly where there are not
large trees; rather they enjoy

rocks, walls or free trunks, as
they prefer to stay close o
the ground.

These lizards are about 7cm
inlength, have a brown color
with a stripe on each side
and typically, several stripes
on the body and tail that
are lighter in color. It has a
dewlap which is orange-
yellow —and what's unique
about this species is that it
is the only known species of
anole where the dewlap is
asymetrically colored, with
one side being a deeper

orange and the ofher side
a lighter yellow. Mostly this
is seen in the males, as if is
almost imperceptible in the
females. If the Toteki shows
you his dewlap, retreat! This
is not a friendly greeting!

Lizards are wonderful crea-
fures that are precious to
our fragile, local ecosystem.
Please be mindful of these
residents as you enjoy your
stay.l

Images: Some images are from
Aruba Birdlife Conservation.

Iy ]
essmﬁmm
%
% y;r'
% e
¥% T
w:ﬁ\

Mondaq May 25, 2026

10am-Detail Assembly
10:05am-Call to attention
10:06am-Reading of poem
“We Stand beside sea”
Wreath is set afloat

Public Invitation
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Beach Infront of Costa Linda

10:07am-"Present arms”

“Order Arms”

10:08am-Reading of poem
“In Memoriam”
10:09am-"Present arms”
*one minute of silence*
10:10am-"Order arms”

Refreshment Served
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

© RESERVATIONS@ THEWESTDECK.COM TEL. 5867-2667 $PECALS |

Beef, Chicken or Shrimp
Tacos starting at $15

By the dozen $18

Dlscover all the beneflis ihat Arubq Quality Apartments & Suﬂes hqs to offer

“[tness

Luumlr_\ IRoom

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality service
in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apartments (46
Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites).

Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at affordable
daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished and non-
smoking. There is free WIFI on the premises and free infernational phone
calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-water pool, a fit-

Email:
info@arubaqualityapartments.com

So please, for your next frip to
Aruba book directly with us at
Aruba Quality Apartments &

Suies. Website:

www.darubaqualityapartiments.com

Don't hesitate to contact us...
Marisella, Aislinn, Janique &
Alec.]

Toll Free Calls from the USA & Cana-
da: 1-888-415-1095

Toll Free Calls from the Netherlands:
085-009-0218

Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 8am-
7pm. Saturday & Sunday: 9am-5pm.
Facebook: @qualityapartments
Instagram: aruba_quality_apts

= I

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites
Tel: (297)-582-0697
WhatsApp: (297)-734-3008

ness room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside. Free parking. And

a security guard at night.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently located less than 1
mile from Aruba’s beautiful Eagle Beach, restaurants, hospital / phar-
macy, casino’s, 2 large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cinema and a

golf course.

QUALITY AFPARTMENTS

What Aruba means to Paul and Maryann!

ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would
like to portrait you! By inviting you to send us
your favorite vacation picture while enjoying our

Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is .......
Send your picture with that text (including your
name and where you are from) to: news@aru-
batoday.com and we will publish your vacation
memory. Isn't that a special way to keep your
best moments alive? Please do note: By sub-
mitting photos, text or any other materials, you
give permission to The Aruba Today Newspaper,
Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affili-
ated companies to use said materials, as well as
names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes
without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Insta-
gram and Facebook page! Thank you for sup-
porting our free newspaper, we strive to make
you a happy reader every day again.

For today we received a lovely message from
Paul and Maryann Hidar.

They wrote to us saying: Aruba to me is our Co-
ribbean home, our Happy Place that keeps us

@ Loft.

coming back year after yearl We are on the
island now celebrating coming fo our One Happy
Island for 40 years! We recreated our first time
picture from 1986 at the Holiday Inn...then and
now! 40 years of Aruba Love.

Thank you for sending us this wonderful message
sharing what Aruba means to you with us and
our readers![]
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A brief history of the California Light House

(Oranjestad)—At the fur-
thest western point of the
island, there lies the tall-
est structure on the island:
The California Light House.
Standing on top of a lime-
stone cliff, this lighthouse
oversees the entire island,
offering one of few best
views of the island and the
surrounding sea. It is also
one of the few monuments
that hold a rich history.

The lighthouse was con-
structed in between 1914-
1916, and its first keeper
was a young trained light-
house keeper from Curo-
cao nhames Jacob Jacobs.
Mr. Frederico Fingal was
the last man to have occu-
pied this position unfil 1962.
Though his son, Mr. Romulo
Fingal did not confinue in
his father’'s foofsteps, he
does have a special con-
nection to the lighthouse.
He sat down with our re-
porter and shared a bit of
its history.

As Mr. Fingal explains, “In
1915, cargo donkeys were
hired from Figaroa di Noord
fo help build the Light-
house at Westpunt. The
donkeys had to walk along
the beach all the way to
Westpunt carrying the car-
go, poles, cement, and all
these things. At that time,
it was a difficult task unfil
Aruba gof its first fruck.

These things reflect how
people could have ac-
complished this fremen-
dous job with so little.” Mr.
Fingal said, “Af that time, it
wasn't a place for people
to work. It was very chal-
lenging because it was full
of goats and donkeys, and
it was very isolated. There
were no hotels or roads to
get there. There was only
a donkey frail. Those were
the only means of franspor-
tation.”

Mr.

Fingal confinues, “In

house, and my father was
the last lighthouse keeper
until he refired in 1962. Af-
ter that, they removed the
power cables all the way
to the fop. According to
the story, we couldn't have
the light ourselves because
they dismantled it, and
after many years, | heard
that it is in a train museum
in San Nicolas, where we
found this very special lens
that, when the light shines
through it, it reaches 30 ki-
lometers out to sea.” Mr.
Fingal fold our reporter.

The lighthouse has a long
and very interesting history.
The reason why the light-
house was built, according
fo Mr. Fingal, dates back
to the day when the cargo
ship S.S. California sank be-
cause of the lack of light.
In 1913, Aruba made a re-
quest to Curacao fo build
a Lighthouse at Westpunt,
and the governor of Cura-
cao responded to Aruba
to come back in 1915 with
a well-detailed plan. “Dur-
ing the First World War from

wait for the light to be trans-
ported to Aruba because
it was manufactured in
France. At that time, there
was no electricity, and the
light was very inferesting
because it rotated with a
kerosene lamp that planes
used; clean kerosene,” Mr.
Fingal said.

Mr.  Fingal  discovered
something very interesting
about the lighthouse after
much research was docu-
mented in his book ‘History
of the Lighthouse at West-
punt.” He found many de-
tails: “l found out that the
height of the lighthouse
was due to the absence
of electricity. There was
also the presence of coral.
There is a long steel cable
from where the light is, and
under the light, at the high-
est point, there is a hanging
weight, a sort of pendulum
that swings like that, with
a weight that measures
about 1 meter by 30 cen-
timeters wide, which is a
block of solid iron aftached
to a cable. When you re-

down, and the weight
that comes down pulls it
up, gradually. And while
it comes down, the same
weight that is descending
causes many small wheels
to turn in the opposite di-
rection. The Lighthouse
rotates from 6 pm in the
evening, when the sun sefs,
until 6 am in the morning.
During the entire night, the

light shines on the lantern, it
goes down 24 meters, and
the Lighthouse is 30 meters
high. It is designed not to
collapse,” Mr. Fingal ex-
plains.

Mr. Fingal further explains
that in one night, the light-
house rotates 4,320 times
and consumes one gallon
of kerosene for the whole
operation. “At that time,
the kerosene was supplied
from the Lago refinery.
Every day it was brought
down, and to start the
light again, they had to lift
the weight up, so our job
as children was to crank it
and raise the weight back
up in the evening when the
light stuck, they would take
it down again, and the light
stayed down. That's how
it worked for a very long
time,” Mr. Fingal explains.

Thanks to the Monument
Fund Aruba, which worked
hard and is currently in
charge of the Lighthouse,
Mr. Fingal is very happy
with its preservation, along
with all the renovations
that have taken place.
He hopes that the story
of the lighthouse will con-
tinue to live on for future
generations.]
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Explore Arubal

(ORANJESTAD)—Aruba Today collected some
things to do BEYOND the beach. Aruba, located
15 miles north of Venezuela in the warm waters
of the southern Caribbean, is home to beauti-
ful white-sand beaches, 82-degree days, and
thus ideal for the perfect beach day. But we are
also blessed with some of the warmest people
in the world and our island is 19.6 miles long and
6 miles across, with a total area of 70 square
miles. Bit more to discover than the white stretch
on the coastline we say. Let's mention some of
these hidden gems.

Arikok National Park

The Arikok National park is worth the ride. We
love the hikes that are guided by the park’s
rangers whose job is fo maintain trails and pro-
tect natural resources. The flora and fauna are
beautiful and the historical sites tell you about
the island’'s indigenous roofts. If you are not up
to walking, you can drive through the park,
one way or another this park is a great place to
spend an entire day. Cruising through the land-
scape you end up at some of the most stunning
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara Beach. In
total, the park consists of 34 square kilometers
of protected nature with a richness of animals

living in it. The Aruban whiptail lizard (cododo),
Aruban cat eye snake (santanero) and endan-
gered rattle snake (cascabel) are just some of
them, you can also admire these close in the
park's Visitors' Center. For more information,
visit the website www.acf.aw

Natural Bridge

One of Aruba’s favorite tourist attractions is the
Natural Bridge. For thousands of years, pound-
ing waves and sfrong winds have slowly chis-
eled away the limestone cliffs along Aruba’s
north coast to create several natural bridges.
The largest of these bridges used to be the
famous Natural Bridge. The bridge was a for-
mation of coral limestone cut out by years of
pounding surf, and was one of the largest of
these types of spans in the world. It sftood some
23 feet (7 meters) above sea level and spans
more than 100 feet (30 meters). Unfortunately
the bridge collapsed on September 2, 2005.
Despite this, it is still the most photographed nat-
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ural bridge and it remains a popular tourist at-
fraction in Aruba, with the adjacent and intact
Baby Bridge also meriting a visit. The Natural
Bridge is the perfect stop while touring Aruba.
There is no admission fee or set hours for visiting.
Quench your thirst with refreshing beverages &
refuel your tank with local snacks.

The Lourdes Grotto

Named in commemoration of the famous
French religious landmark, was created under
the guidance of a priest named “Erkamp” and
parishioners in the year 1958. The grotto, a shrine
built info the rocks is located in Seroe Preto, just
off the main road to San Nicolas. A statue of the
Virgin Mary, weighing 700 kilos, was hoisted into
place in the grotto. Every year, on February 11
(feast of Lady of Lourdes), a procession leaves
from the St. Theresita church in San Nicolas to
the grotto, where a mass is performed. The grot-
tois located road-side and can be visited daily.
Just make sure you park safely in the event you
wish to stop for pictures at this location.

The Aruban way of life: Creating community with Cas di Torto

(Oranjestad)—The Aruban
people understand that a
happy life is spent in great
ambience with your loved
ones. Passed down from
one generation to the oth-
er, building community has
been a key aspect in forg-
ing our tfraditions and cus-
toms. The Cas di Torto (mud
house) played a big role
in cultivating community,
bridging families together
and forming close bonds
with  your neighbors—

something we highly value
today.

Cas di Torto: History and
construction

The origin of the Cas di
Torto is said to date back
to the early 19th century in
the Paraguana Peninsula in
Venezuela. Refugees who
sought sanctuary on Aruba
infroduced this building
method fo the island.

The uprights of the walls
were made with sturdy
and straight wayaca or
kwihi wood, or from thin
mangrove struts. Then, the
wattle walls were weaved
in using branches and twigs

from the warero and sisal
plant, daubed with a mix-
ture of grass and mud. Fi-
nally, the walls got a coat
of white plaster to seal ev-
erything in.

For roofing, corn stalks,
palm fonds and straws
were used, allowing air
to flow freely through the
house. This method of roof-
ing was known throughout
the ABC islands (Aruba, Cu-
racao, Bonaire), but the use
of cornstalks in Aruba even-
tually got replaced with use
of mud and white plaster for
the roofs. The white plaster
all around made the hous-
es looks like cake, hence
the name “Torto” (Spanish
for “cake”).

Building community

Building Torto houses was
offen a community effort.
Young couples who were
about to get married had

to have their house built be-
fore they could tie the knot
and start their own fam-
ily. This is where the help of
the community comes intfo

play.

Neighbors, extended family
and friends would all help in
the construction of a Torto
House. And everyone had
arole: The men oversaw the
building of the house, and
the women were tasked
with collecting wood and
straws, cooking and taking
care of the little ones.

The couple's family were
primarily  responsible  for
feeding everyone who
helped build the house.
Before construction, some-
one usually had the task to
prepare the meal; going
fishing or slaughter farm ani-
mals like goats, chicken or
sheep. Even the older kids
had their tasks; the older

children of the family usu-
ally helped with collecting
water and mixing the mud.

The average duration of
constructing a Cas di Torto
was 4 months.

At the end of a long day of
work, everyone would gath-
er around and enjoy a feast
of hearty food. This type of
help from friends and fam-
ily became a fradition and
was called “paga lomba'™:
You help me today; I'll help
you tomorrow.

Nowadays, traditional Cas
di Torto are rare, especially
those that are sfill inhab-
ited. Houses that do exist
probably date back more
than a centfury. [

Picture credits: Aruba Na-
tional Library (BNA) and the
Monumentbureau archive on
Coleccion.aw
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Basic driving rules on Aruba: Roundabouts

(Oranjestad)—Have you
ever felt confused when
you're driving on the high-
ways or backstreets of
Aruba? Then we present a
simple guide to some of the
basic rules of Aruban traf-
fic, along with some tips for
things to look out for.

Speed limit

Legally, the speed limit on
the four-lane highways is
80 km/h. This speed limit
also counts for the main
roads that are connected
to the highways. The mini-
mum speed is 50 km/h.
Most people drive around
60 km/h on the main roads
and about 70 km/h on the
highways. There are also ar-
eas that indicate a speed
limit on a sign; these are
usually around populated
and school areas.

The four-lane highways
contain the left-lane, also
known as the “fast” lane
for each direction. Here is
where vehicles can drive
up to the maximum speed.
However, legally it is not
permitted to drive for long
periods of time on the left
lane. This lane is primar-
ily designed for drivers
to switch lanes before a
roundabout, for example,
if your exit on the round-
about is on your far left.
The general lane to drive
in—both at maximum and
minimum speed—is on the
right lane.

Roundabouts

Speaking of roundabouts, it
is important to know where
you have to enter and
drive on the roundabout to
make your exit. A good rule
of thumb is to count the ex-
its starting from your right
side. So, exit 1 would be
on your right; exit 2 would
be straight ahead; exit 3
would be on your far left
and exit 4 would lead to
the road paralleled to the
one you're on, heading in
the other direction.

Most  roundabouts have
these 4 exits, so they are rel-
afively simple. When you're
driving on the four-lane
highway, it is important o
know when fo switch fo
the left lane to make your
exit: if your exit is on your far
left (exit 3), then you need
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fo switch fo the left lane
on the high way before
nearing the roundabout
so you can take the path
that leads you directly to
your exit. If your exit is on
your right or if you're going
straight ahead, you can
keep driving in the right
lane of the highway.

It's also important to know
that vehicles about to en-
ter the roundabout must
yield to those already on it.
A good rule of thumb is to
look out if someone is com-
ing from your left side.

However, other round-
abouts can be quite fricky
fo navigate...

g

Watty Vos Boulevard (the
“paperclip” roundabout)

Probably the biggestround-
about on the island, the
“paperclip”  roundabout
on the Waftty Vos Boule-
vard is one of the trickier
roundabouts that could—
and has—caused con-
fused among both fourists
and locals. However, once
you take a good look aft it,
it's fairly simple. The basis
is just the same as a regu-
lar roundabout (left exite
left lane! etc.), but instead
of having four different ex-
its like on a regular round-
about, now you have two
extra; one on the right and
the other on the left side of
the roundabout. The rules
don't change at all, you

just have fo keep an extra
eye open.

Airport roundabout

Ah, yes. The infamous air-
port roundabout. The fo-
vorite roundabout amongst
local, because of its easy
(hard) lanes that never
(always) cause confusion
among drivers. Sarcasm
aside, this roundabout can
be tricky to enter, especial-
ly when you're driving from
the direction of the airport
heading. When you're driv-
ing away from the airport
reaching the roundabout,
you'll be faced with three
lanes. The far right lane is
to take the exit 1 out head-
ing east (right lane of high-
way). The middle exit is

used for exit 1 (left lane of
highway), 2 and 3. The far
left exit is used to only exit
on exit 3 (left lane of high-
way) and 4.

“Las Americas” roundabout
The Las Americas round-
about is located farther
west from the airport round-
about. This roundabout
may look like a regular
roundabout—and for the
most part, it is. However,
when you are driving from
the east going in the direc-
fion of town, please take
note that there are two ex-
its on your right.

When vyou're driving to-
wards  this  roundabout,
you'll notice that the road
becomes wider, splitting
info two lanes. The right
lane is used to take the
first and second exit on
the right. If you want to exit
straight ahead, you must
drive on the left lanel

It's always scary to drive in
new places where the tfraf-
fic may look and work dif-
ferently, but once you get
it right once, you'll get the
hang of it in no time. Ad-
ditionally, all roundabouts
and roads on Aruba have
signs and arrows painted
on the road fo help guide
you. So take your fime,
keep your eyes open and
don't forget to wear a seat
beltid
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Rich nations topped $100B climate finance goadl
again in 2023, 2024: OECD

This photograph taken on September 22, 2025 shows the logo of
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) displayed on banners at the OECD headquarters in Paris.

Paris, France

Wealthy countries topped
their $100 bilion annual
climate finance goal for
poorer nations for the third
straight year in 2024, the
OECD said Thursday, but
questions are growing over
their ability o meet a new
larger pledge.

Developed nations had long
fallen short of their commit-
ment to mobilize $100 billion
ayear by 2020, finally hitting
the target for the first time in
2022 after the deadline was
extended to 2025.

The money is aimed at help-
ing developing countries,
which are least responsible
for global warming, invest
in renewable energy and
cope with the worsening
impacts of climate change.
After providing $115.9 billion
in 2022, wealthy countries
sharply raised their contribu-
tion to $132.8 billion in 2023,
according to the Organiza-
tion for Economic Coop-
eration and Development,
which tracks the figures.

It increased slightly in 2024

LAND

FOR - SALE

In Noord District

846 sq meter

Asking US$ 425.000

Contact 297 569 2034

email:

execsun2000@yahoo.com
220353

Marriott Ocean Club

Palm beach

1 BR 1 Bath Ocean view

Gold season

Price :$ 10,000

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
220352

to $136.7 billion.

Climate finance can come
from governments in the
form of bilateral aid, multino-
fional development lenders
like the World Bank, or the
private sector.

Public climate finance
slipped 2.6 percent to $101.6
billion in 2024 but private sec-
tor contributions surged 33
percent to $30.5 billion.
The OECD said the data
needed to produce figures
for 2025, the last year of the
$100 bilion pledge, would
not be available before 2027
"at the earliest".

Raphael Jachnik, who led
the report at the OECD, told
AFP the dip in bilateral pub-
lic finance partly reflected a
return to more normal frends
after a sharp rise in 2023.

- Trump guts aid programs -
Climate finance has been
a thorny issue at annual UN
climate talks, as develop-
ing nations grew frustrated
with the developed world for

dragging its heels to fulfill its
pledges.

Richer nations committed
fo a new goal at the UN
COP29 summit in Azerbaijan
in 2024, pledging to provide
$300 billion a year by 2035
-- an amount still considered
insufficient by developing
nations.

They also set a less specific
target of helping raise $1.3
trillion annually from public
and private sources.
Jachnik said the internation-
al context "raises more fun-
damental questions" about
the new $300 billion target.
U.S. President Donald Trump,
a climate skeptic who re-
turned to office last year,
pulled the world's richest
country out of climate diplo-
macy and gutted its foreign
aid programs.

The European Union, the big-
gest conftributor to climate
finance, is under budget
strains and seeking fo ramp
up military spending amid
the wars in Ukraine and the
Middle East.

Turkish Climate Minister Mu-
rat Kurum, who will chair
the COP31 climate summit
hosted by his country in No-
vember, said Wednesday
that he would "hold donors
accountable for the com-
mitments they made under
the $300 billion Baku finance
goal".

"It is easy to say we support
global climate action. But
promises must be kept," Ku-
rum said in a speech at a
climate ministerial meeting
in Copenhagen.

Western  nations  have
pushed to broaden the
contributor base to include
counftries that are sfill listed
as developing but have now
become wealthy, such as
China and Saudi Arabia.
Developed countries, which
are facing their own budget
constraints and debt prob-
lems, have also insisted that
the private sector play a big-
gerrole.

- 'Total scandal’ -

Asia was the main farget
of climate finance contri-
butions in 2024, with 36 per-
cent, followed by Africa at
31 percent.

As in previous years, most
public climate finance took
the form of loans in 2023 and
2024, accounting for 73 per-
cent and 67 percent of the
total respectively, according
to the OECD.

Developing countries have
argued that climate finance
should come in the form of
grants, as loans compound
their debt problems.d
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HEALTH
DOCTOR ON
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Hospital IMSAN
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Tel. 582 1780

San Nicolas: Aloe
Tel. 584 4606
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Dental Clinic
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Usyk rocked before stopping Verhoeven to retain heavyweight belts

Cairo, Egypt

Heavyweight boxing king
Oleksandr Usyk retained his
fitles after a dramatic and
conftroversial stoppage vic-
fory over kick-boxer Rico
Verhoeven with a second
left of the 11th round in
Egypt on Saturday.

In the shadow of the Great
Pyramid of Giza, Verhoeven
had rocked the Ukrainian
champion and seemed to
be leading before he was
dropped and eventually
stopped.

"I thought it was an early
stoppage but in the end it's
not up fo me," Verhoeven
told DAZN.

"l wanted the referee tfo let
me go out on my shield or
let me go in the 12th. | felt
we were pretty even on the
scorecards."

He said he was thankful
for the opportunity and
revealed that Usyk had of-
fered him a rematch.

"l am super proud of my per-
formance and hopefully,
the boxing world embraces
me as a boxer," he added.

Despite having fought the
likes of former champions
Tyson Fury, Antony Joshua
and Daniel Dubois, Usyk was
given perhaps his toughest
heavyweight fight by a man
who had only boxed once
before, in 2014.

Verhoeven is a legend of
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Ukraine’s Oleksandr Usyk celebrates after defeating Netherlands’ Rico Verhoeven (off frame)
by TKO during their WBC World Heavyweight Championship 'Glory in Giza' boxing match at the
Pyramids of Giza on May 23, 2026.

kick-boxing but no one ex-
pected him to cause the
great Usyk so many prob-
lems in a boxing bout.

"I know right now, Ukrainian
people are sitting in the
bomb shelter, my daugh-
ter too, in a bomb shelter,
sent me a message say-
ing, 'Papa, | love you, you
will win'," said Usyk, who re-
tained the WBA, WBC and
IBF belts.

"Thank you so much, Rico.
You are an amazing fighter.
Thank you so much to your
team. My team, | love you.
My wife, | love you. You are
my light and my heart.

"This fight was hard. It was a
good fight."

- Plush right hand -

Until the controversial stop-
page, Verhoeven had
proved to be more than a
fricky competitor and gave
Usyk a huge scare.

His jerky style, bulldozing ag-
gression and powerful right
hand had tfroubled a slug-
gish-looking Usyk for most of
the fight.

The fight had attracted a
host of boxing greats to ring-
side including Saul 'Canelo’
Alvarez, Terence Crawford,
Gennady Golovkin and for-

mer heavyweight champi-
ons Joshua and Andy Ruiz.
But as an exhausted Verho-
even started fo labourin the
11th round, Usyk unleashed
a stunning uppercut to drop
the Dutchman.

There were only seconds left
of the round to survive after
Verhoeven climbed off the
canvas.

But Usyk went straight in for
the finish, unleashing a flurry
of punches before the refer-
ee called off the bout with
Verhoeven stumbling, but
still on his feet.

With so little time left in the
round, it seemed a hugely

confroversial call from the
referee.

Despite Verhoeven soaking
up heavy punishment, he
was likely still leading the
fight.

He had started well, land-
ing a couple of vicious right
hands in the opening round.
Usyk sfruggled to find his
range, and although he
had a good fourth round,
rocking Verhoeven with an
uppercut, he seemed to
be losing most of the early
rounds.

As the rounds ticked down,
everyone waifed for Usyk
fo assert his superiority, but
that did not come until the
end of the 11th.

A plush right hand sent Ver-
hoeven down and through
the ropes.

Once he was up, Usyk un-
leashed a barrage but the
Dutchman looked like he
would be saved by the bell,
until the referee intervened.
Germany's WBC mandatory
challenger Agit Kabayel en-
tered the ring after the fight
to call out Usyk.

"Il have waited so long for
this fight. | am ready and |
think Germany is ready for
the fight. Let's doitin a Ger-
man stadium. | think all the
fans want it," Kabayel said.
Usyk replied: "Let's do i,
no problem. | am ready,
brother."]

Norway'’s Dversnes takes surprise win in Giro 15th stage

[

Uno X Mobility Norwegian rider Fredrik Dversnes celebrates as
he crosses the finish line to win the 15th stage of the Giro d'ltalia
2026 - Tour of ltaly cycling race between Voghera and Milan,

Italy, on May 24, 202é.

Milan, ltaly

Fredrik Dversnes won the
15th stage of the Giro d'ltalia
on Sunday, faking the hon-
ors from a breakaway on a
day in which the final lap of
Milan was neutralized due to

rider complaints about the
race condifions.

Norwegian Dversnes crossed
the line ahead of three Ital-
ians -- Mirco Maestri, Martin
Marcellusi and Mattia Bais --
as a widely expected bunch

sprint never materialised.
Jonas Vingegaard stays
in pink as the overall race
leader, two minutes and 26
seconds ahead of Afonso
Eulalio after a surprising end
to aflat 157-kilometre stage
from Voghera fo Milan,
which looked tailor made
for the sprinters.

But race organizers were left
with the embarrassing de-
cision to first neutralise the
last five kilometers for the
general classification after
Vingegaard was among the
riders to complain to race
commissioners about the
road furniture.

That ruling was then ex-
tfended to the entire fourth
and final lap around Milan,
although the stage and
eventual sprint would still
be valid.

"We all thought that the cir-

cuit was dangerous. | don't
want to go info details but
when we goft info the cir-
cuit we spoke to the race's
head commissioner and
they made a decision," said
Vingegaard to RAI after the
race.

"As riders we have to be
happy that they listened to
us and | want to thank the
organizers.

"Obviously we spoke within
the peloton. If it had just
been me who felt this way it
would have been different.
But | could tell that everyone
was of the same ideaq, so |
think | had a bit of responsi-
bility on my shoulders."

It was the biggest win of his
career for Dversnes, who
rides for Uno-X Mobility and
whose last victory was in the
fourth stage of the Arctic

Race of Norway in August.
"I knew | had good oppor-
tunities because I'm pretty
good at going in breaks, so
this was my big shot," Dver-
snes said after the race.
"With 5km to go, of course
you start believing, but you
have to think about what
to do and what's important
and not about what hap-
pens."

The peloton will have a
chance to rest theirlegs on
Monday before the start
of the brutal third and final
week, which will decide
the destination of the pink
jersey.

On Tuesday, the first of a
series of decisive moun-
tain stages will see the rid-
ers move to Switzerland to
take on 113km of punishing
terrain between Bellinzona
and Cari.Q}
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Zverev strolls to opening Roland Garros win, Djokovic waits in wings

Paris, France

German second seed Al-
exander Zverev enjoyed a
comfortable first-round win
on the opening day of Ro-
land Garros on Sunday as
24-time Grand Slam cham-
pion Novak Djokovic pre-
pares to start his latest filt
at making history.

Under a blazing sun in Paris,
Lverev eased past France's
Benjamin Bonzi 6-3, 6-4, 6-2.
The 29-year-old said it was
"always nice to start with a
straight-sets win", and he
will doubftless have been
glad to spend as little
fime on court as possible
with the thermometer go-
ing past 30C in the French
capital.

The only blip for Zverev in
an otherwise polished per-
formance was conced-
ing a break of serve in the
second frame against the
world number 95 but he
swiftly righted course to
claim that frame.

He will next face Czech To-
mas Machac, who earlier
beat Belgium's Zizou Bergs
6-4, 6-4, 6-3.

Karen Khachanov of Rus-
sia also advanced into
the second round with
a straight-sets win  over
French wild card Arthur
Gea.

Czech 26th seed Jakub
Mensik made similarly short
work of another French
invitee, Titouan Droguet,
as the 20-year-old strolled
through 6-3, 6-2, 6-4.
Brazilian 19-year-old Joao
Fonseca then put on a
clinical display to see off
hometown qualifier Luka
Pavlovic without dropping
a set.

Former French Open win-
ner Barbora Krejcikova was
the highest-profile depar-
tee of the day as the world
number 41 was eliminated
6-7 (7/9), 7-6 (8/6), 6-2 by
American 26th seed Hailey
Baptiste.

She was joined in exiting
Roland Garros by fellow for-
mer major winners Emma
Raducanu and Sofia Kenin,
who both lost their respec-
five opening matches.

- 'Thoughts to Ukraine' -

Ukrainian Marta  Kostyuk
eamed her 12th con-
secutive win on clay as
she eased past Oksana

Selekhmeteva, who was
born in Russia but obtained
Spanish  nationality  four
days ago, 6-2, 6-3.

The Madrid Open cham-
pion then revealed that
her family home in Kyiv was
nearly struck by a Russian
missile during a massive
bombardment of the Ukrai-
nian capital earlier on Sun-
day. "This morning, 100 me-
tres from my parents' house,
a missile fell," the 15th seed
said on-court.

"I'm obviously very happy
fo be in the second round.
All my thoughts and all my
heart was to the people
of Ukraine today. My big-
gest example are Ukrainian
people today."

Kostyuk will meet Katie Voly-
netsin the round of 64, after
the American beat France's
Clara Burel in straight sefs.
Swiss 11th seed Belinda

Bencic opened play on
Court Philippe Chatrier with
a 6-2, 6-3 victory over Aus-
frian qualifier Sinja Kraus.
Last year's junior winner, Lilli
Tagger, was downed in her
debut match in the senior
draw at Roland Garros as
the Austrian 18-year-old lost
6-3, 3-6, 6-4 to Chinese 32nd
seed Wang Xinyu.

Russian  teenager and
eighth seed Mirra Andree-
va navigated her way past
181st-ranked Fiona Ferro of
France in straight sefts.

Djokovic will headline the
first night session of the fort-
night as he begins his bid
for a record-breaking 25th
Grand Slam title against
big-serving Frenchman
Giovanni Mpetshi Perricard.
Lifting the Coupe des Mous-
quetaires for a fourth time
would send the 3%9-year-old

Germany's Alexander Zverev plays a forehand return to France’s
Benjamin Bonzi during their men's singles match on day 1 of the
French Open tennis tournament on Court Philippe-Chatrier at
the Roland-Garros Complex in Paris on May 24, 2026.

clear as the player with the
most major titles in the his-
tory of the sport.

Djokovic's last Grand Slam
fitte came at the US Open
in 2023, and every sub-
sequent major has been
claimed by tennis' two new

dominant forces -- Jannik
Sinner and Carlos Alcaraz.
But with double-defending
champion Alcaraz missing
through injury, Djokovic will
know this is a big chance
to seal that elusive quarter
century of crowns.(
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AND INDULGE IN THE ULTIMATE CARIBBEAN EXPERIENCE

www.costalinda-aruba.com

Create precious memories in the heart of Costa Linda Beach Resort
Water’'s Edge Restaurant offers the complete vacation experience!

(Eagle Beach) - Consider your family dinner plans taken
care of at Water’s Edge. Located in the heart of the Costa
Linda Beach Resort and on the shores of the world-famous
Eagle Beach in Aruba, Water’s Edge offers an elegant yet
cozy dining experience that the entire family can enjoy.
Whether you're craving Steak, Seafood, International Dishes
or a bit of the Caribbean flare, Water's Edge caters to
all your culinary needs, all the while offering you a cozy
and flexible service with a spectacular view of Aruba’s
top-rated sandy beaches.

Water's Edge's new menu has a great variety of ap-
petizers, main courses and delicious desserts all on one
menu specially made just for you. From the minute you
arrive there will be a great staff welcoming you with the
most contagious smiles and warmth. Flexible and profes-
sional service allows you to enjoy your meal in the cool
and elegant indoor dining area, on the sandy, breezy
beaches of Eagle Beach or by the open bar outside.
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner, Water's Edge has it
all for you, any time of the day.

Start your day off with a hearty breakfast. Water's Edge
offers a variety of delicious breakfast items, including their
house specialties of Avocado Toast, Chicken & Waffles
made with homemade Belgium waffles and fopped with
a gorgeous hot honey sauce. If you want something on
the sweeter side, try their Creme BrGlée French Toast,
served with an in-house mascarpone whip cream and
tfopped with fresh fruit and powdered sugar. Or maybe
the Traditional American Breakfast is more to your liking,
complete with any kind of serving of eggs, bacon, sausage
and toast, served with a side of hash browns.

Forlunch, keep it easy with their handheld items like their
Bacon and Cheddar Burger, Mediterranean Quesadillas
or Street Tacos. Want a taste of the Caribbean? Try the
Grouper Reuben; A local twist to the fraditional Reuben,
complete with rye bread, in-house 1000 island dressing,
sauerkraut and grilled grouper, served with a side of Ca-
jun Fries.

Dinner plans are set with
Water's Edge mouthwa-
tering dinner menu. Start
your gastronomic journey
with a scrumptious appe-
fizer such as the Maryland
Crab Cakes, maybe the
Crispy Calamairi or the de-
lectable Coconut Shrimp.
You can also opt for their
Water's Edge House Wedge
Salad or freshly made Shrimp
Louie Salad, made with
poached shrimp, tossed in
Louie dressing, fresh avoca-
dos and vine ripe tomatoes.
For something a bit heartier,
fry their classic French Onion
Soup, Lobster Bisque or Crab
and Corn Chowder.

Follow your appetizers with
your choice of Seafood,
Chicken or Pasta dishes.
Enjoy their succulent Shrimp
and Clam Sauce with An-
gel Hair Pasta, a nice plate
of Chicken Francese or ex-
plore the Water's Edge Fish
Market—your pick of Mahi
Mahi, Snapper, Grouper or
Salmon, served with home-
made mashed potatoes,
sauce of choice and fresh
herbs and vegetables.

Meat Lovers will have their
fix with choices of Steak, in-
cluding a Petite Filet, French
Rack of Lambs or their fa-
mous 140z pan-seared Pork
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apple glaze. All our steaks
options are seasoned with
a blend of kosher salt and
freshly cracked black pep-
per. Served with homemade
mashed potatoes, seasoned
vegetables and a choice of
red wine reduction, green
peppercorn  demi-glace,
mushroom sauce, chimi-
churri or bacon blue cheese
butter. Enjoy it with a side
of fresh asparagus, seasonal
vegetables, and four differ-
ent types of fries. Combine
your meal with your personal
choice of international and
exclusive wines.

Kids will enjoy every item of
the specially compiled Kids
Menu and there are also op-
tional dishes for all vegans,
vegetarians and gluten-free
guests.

End the culinary voyage
with some luscious sweet-
ness. Choose from a variety
of dessert options, including
a piece of coconut flan, NY
cheesecake, carrot cake,
chocolate brownie or our
classic Tiramisu with kahlua
and amaretto served with
chocolate sauce and cof-
fee jelly. Not to mention the
fresh and light piece of key
lime pie.

Live entertainment

For seven nights a week,
there is live entertainment by
the best local artists for you
to enjoy. Whetheryou'rein a
romantic mood, or more in a
swinging mood, every night
is arelaxing experience un-
der the stars, where you can
combine great music with
delicious cocktails. In ad-
dition, Water's Edge offers
three daily Happy Hours
from 12pm-1pm, 4pm-épm
and again from 9pm-10pm
with all premium brands spe-
cially priced.

Water's Edge prides itself
on bringing elegance and
comfort to your dining expe-
rience, offering personalized
service fit for everybody’s
needs.

Water's Edge is open
daily from 8am - 11pm

Toreserve your table please
call +297 583 8000 Ext. 8106
or + 297 586 9494 (direct), or
reserve your table online at
reservations@watersedgea-
ruba.com. For more infor-
mation about the menus,
entertainment and hours,
please visit the website wa-
tersedgearuba.com



