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The return of the silence: How “Quiet Parks” are saving urban

sanity

In the relentless hum of the
21st-century city a sound-
scape defined by the
roar of fransit, the drone
of HVAC systems, and the
digital pings of a billion
smartphones silence has
become the world's most
endangered resource.
However, a global move-
ment is rising to reclaim it.
Through the designation of
“Urban Quiet Parks,” cities
are beginning to treat si-
lence not as an empty void
or a luxury for the elite, but
as a critical biological and
psychological necessity for
urban sanity.

The Vision of Quiet Parks In-
ternational

The movement is spear-
headed by Quiet Parks
International (QPI), a non-
profit founded in 2019 by
world-renowned acoustic
ecologist Gordon Hemp-
ton and Vikram Chauhan.
Hempton, often known
as “The Sound Tracker,”
spent decades recording
the world’s rarest natural
soundscapes before realiz-
ing they were rapidly disap-
pearing.

QPI's mission is simple yet
profound: “To save quiet for
the benefit of all life”. While
the organization initially

John and Julie Holzhauer share a quiet moment during a family visit to a city park on September

30, 2011 in Denver, Colorado.

focused on remote wilder-
ness like the Zabalo River in
Ecuadorthe world’s first Wil-
derness Quiet Parkit soon
pivoted toward the places
where silence is needed
most: our densest urban
centers.

What is an Urban Quiet
Park?

An Urban Quiet Park is
not a place of absolute,
tomb-like silence. Instead,
it is a space where natural
sounds the rustle of leaves,

the call of a bird, or the
frickle of water are the
dominant acoustic fea-
tures, largely undisturbed
by human-made noise.

To receive certification, a
park must undergo rigorous
acoustic festing. The goal
is for background noise to
remain below 45 decibels,
roughly the level of quiet
liorary chatter. This ensures
that visitors can experience
what psychologists call “soft
fascination” a state where
the mind is gently engaged

by natural patterns without
the draining demand for
focused attention required
by urban environments.

A Global Map of Tranquility
The "Quiet Revolution™ is al-
ready visible in major cities
across the globe:

Taipei, Taiwan: In
2020, Yangmingshan Na-
fional Park became the
world’s first certified Urban
Quiet Park, offering a sanc-
tuary of lush forests and ice-
cold springs just outside the
bustling capital.

London, UK: Hampstead
Heath was recognized in
2021 as Europe’s first Urban
Quiet Park, providing nearly
800 acres of acoustic ref-
uge only miles from Trafal-
gar Square.

Stockholm, Sweden: The
city has emerged as a lead-
er in the movement, with
five parks including
Judarskogen and Hansta
Natfure Reserve receiving
certification in 2022.

United  States: Recent
awards have been pre-
sented to Mt. Tabor Park in
Portland (2023) and
Seward Park in Seattle
(2024).

Future evaluations are cur-
rently underway for iconic
locations such as the
Rambles in New York's
Central Park, as well as sites
in Paris, Toronto, and Bris-
bane.

The Science of Sanity

The push for quiet parks
is backed by a growing
body of medical evidence.
The World Health Organizo-
fion (WHQO) has long identi-
fied noise pollution as a sig-
nificant contributor to car-
diovascular disease, sleep
disturbances, and cogni-
tive impairment.[]

Scientists create ‘super honey’ from chocolate waste

ol o8

By Lifestyle & Science Cor-
respondent
CAMPINAS, Brazil — In a

breakthrough that sounds
like a confectioner’'s dream,
researchers have successful-
ly transformed bitter cocoa
waste into a “super honey”
that tastes like chocolate
and packs a powerful nutri-
fional punch.

The innovation, developed

at the State University of
Campinas (UNICAMP) in
Brazil, uses advanced tech-
nology fo infuse native bee
honey with the bioactive
compounds found in dis-
carded cocoa bean shells.
The result is a sustainable,
heart-healthy  sweetener
that researchers believe
could revolutionize both the
gourmet food and cosmetic

industries.

A Green Chemisiry Break-

through
Every vyear, the choco-
late industry generates

over 635,000 metric tons of
cocoa shells a papery by-
product typically thrown
away.

Torescue these nutrients, the
UNICAMP team employed a
“green chemistry” method
called ultrasound-assisted
extraction. By placing an
ulfrasonic probe into a mix-
ture of honey and finely
milled cocoa shells, high-fre-
qguency sound waves create
microscopic bubbles that
burst, physically breaking
down the shell’'s cell walls.
This allows the honey to act
as a natural, edible solvent,
absorbing beneficial com-
pounds without the need

for synthetic chemicals.

Why It's a “Superfood”

This new blend isn't just
about flavor; it significantly
boosts the natural health
benefits of both ingredients.
According to the study pub-
lished in ACS Sustainable
Chemistry & Engineering,
the "chocolate honey” is
enriched with:
Heart-Healthy Stimu-
lants:  The honey ab-
sorbs theobromine and caf-
feine from the shells, which

are linked to improved
blood flow and cardiovas-
cular health.

Antioxidant Power-

house: The process signifi-
cantly increases the levels
of phenolic compounds and
flavonoids, which help re-
duce oxidafive stress and
inflammation.

Energy Without the
Crash: Combining honey's
natural sugars with cocoa’s
stimulants provides a sus-
tained energy boost, mak-
ing it an ideal “guilt-free”
pick-me-up.

Leveraging Local Biodiver-
sity

A key to the project’s suc-
cess was the use of honey
from native Brazilian stingless
bees. Unlike common Euro-
pean honeybees, these na-
tive species produce honey
that is more fluid and has
a higher water content,
making it a more effective
“magnet” for drawing out
the cocoa’s nutrients.

“The biggest appeal is
the flavor,” said lead re-
searcher Felipe Sanchez
Bragagnolo in an interview
with Agéncia FAPESP. 1
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Beyond the ‘no’: The rise of the next generation social impactors

NEW YORK — When John
Cronin first entered the job
market after leaving school,
he was met with a series of
closed doors. Like many
young adults with Down
syndrome, he found that
fraditional employers often
saw his diagnosis before his
potential. However, instead
of accepting a "no," Cronin
decided to build his own
"yes."

Today, the 29-year-old co-
founder of John's Crazy
Socks stands as a symbol
of a massive shift in Ameri-
can enfrepreneurship. Re-
cently named to the Forbes
30 Under 30 Social Impact
Class of 2026, Cronin is the
first person with Down syn-
drome toreceive the honor.
His story is part of a broader
frend: a new generation of
"social impactors" who are
redefining business success
through the lenses of radi-
cal inclusivity and shared
power.

A Mission Rooted in Happi-
ness

John's Crazy Socks began
with a simple mission: to
spread happiness. What
started as a bootstrapped
father-son venture has blos-
somed info a multi-million-
dollar social enterprise that
has shipped over 500,000
packages to 94 countries.
But the "social impact” isn't
just in the colorful patterns.
The company's core in-

novation lies in its employ-
ment model. To date, it has
created 34 total jobs, with
22 of those positions held
by individuals with differing
abilities. By demonstrating
that a diverse workforce is
a competitive advantage
rather than a charity proj-
ect, Cronin is challenging
the "bureaucracy of low ex-
pectations" that often traps
disabled workers.

"This isn't just a feel-good
story," says Mark X. Cro-
nin, John's father and co-
founder. "It's a recognifion
of leadership, entrepreneur-
ship, and impact at scale".

The 2026 Shift: Diversity by
Design

The latest cohort of social
innovators reflects a demo-
graphic and ideological
changing of the guard. Ac-
cording to the 2026 Forbes
30 Under 30 report, this
year's list makers have col-
lectively raised over $3.8 bil-
lionin funding—proving that
social missions can aftract
serious capital.

The statistics behind the
"Class of 2026" tell a story of
infentional diversity:

53% identify as people of
color.

39% are women or non-bi-
nary individuals.

70% belong to Gen Z, the
largest such cohort in the
list's history.

This generation is moving

past "charity" toward sys-
temic change. Founders
like Olivia Zhang of Cancer
Kids First and Adeola Ajani
of Fem Equity are harness-
ing digital platforms and
Al to tackle disparities in
healthcare and pay equity.
Unlike previous eras where
social impact was a "side
effort,”" these entrepreneurs
are embedding purpose
info their core business in-
frastructure.

The "Prove-It" Era

As we move into mid-2026,
social impact is entering
what practitioners call its
"prove-it" era. With fighter
resources and higher public
scrutiny, the focus has shift-
ed from feel-good storytell-
ing to "decision science".
"Expectations are higher,
and tolerance for actions
that don't lead to results is
declining," notes Brian Tip-
pens, asocialimpact strate-
gist. This new rigor is visible in
how young founders mea-
sure success—noft by volun-
teer hours, but by economic
mobility, career tfrajectories,
and data-driven outcomes.

Leading with "Abilities Ris-
ing"

For John Cronin, the
Forbes recognition is just a
springboard. He recently
launched Abilities Rising, a
family of ventures focused
on disability-owned pub-
lishing, workplace inclusion,
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Leadership Award Honoree and Co-founder of John's Crazy
Socks John Lee Cronin attends the The 2019 2nd Annual ADAPT
Leadership Awards at Cipriani 42nd Street on March 14, 2019 in

New York City.

and mission-driven e-com-
merce. His goal is to ensure
that the "no" he received
years ago becomes a relic
of the past for the next gen-
eration.

"Being a Special Olympics
athlete helped make this

possible," John shared in a
recent statement. His jour-
ney proves that when a
business is built on the be-
lief that "ability is something
we should expand, not
limit," the impact can truly
change the world.[]

KID smART opens state-of-the-art center for arts and education

NEW ORLEANS — The historic
Tremé neighborhood, long
considered the heartbeat
of New Orleans’ musical
and cultural heritage, add-
ed a vibrant new chapter
to its legacy today. Under
a bright midday sun and to
the rhythm of a celebratory

brass band, the nonprofit
organization KID smART of-
ficially cut the ribbon on
its new Center for Arts and
Education.

The 10,000-square-foot fa-
cility, located in a beauti-
fully restored mid-centfury
building, represents a $5.5

million investment in the
city’s youth. For over 25
years, KID smART has op-
erated as a "nomadic" or-
ganization, placing teach-
ing artists in public schools
across the city. Today, they
finally have a permanent
North Star.

Bridging the gap through
creativity

The mission of the new cen-
ter is clear: to prove that
the arts are not an "exira"
in education, but a funda-
mental tool for learning. The
facility features three multi-
purpose classrooms, a digi-
tal media lab, a community
gallery, and a professional
development suite for locall
educators.

"We aren't just teaching kids

how to paint or dance,"
said Elise Gallinot Goldman,
Executive Director of KID
SMART, during the opening
ceremony. "We are teach-
ing them how to use those
tools to solve math prob-
lems, understand history,
and process their own emo-
tions. This building is a labo-
ratory for the imagination."

A resource for Tremé and
beyond

While the center will serve
as a hub for student work-
shops and after-school
programming, if is also de-
signed as a community as-
set. The ground-floor gallery
will showcase the work of
New Orleans youth along-
side professional local art-
ists, creating a literal "path-

way to the profession” for
aspiring creators.

Local residents were in-
vited to tour the facility to-
day, many expressing relief
that a neighborhood syn-
onymous with jazz and civil
rights history is receiving a
modern space dedicated
fo the next generation of
culture-bearers.

Empowering the educators
One of the most innovative
aspects of the new center
is its focus on "Arts Integra-
tion" fraining. The facility will
host year-round workshops
for New Orleans public
school feachers, coach-
ing them on how to weave
drawing, movement, and
theaterinto standard Com-
mon Core subjects.
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He said, she said, Al said: Wall Street sex scandal rivets and

confounds

Washington, United States
A Wall Street banker's ex-
plosive sexual harassment
lawsuit against a female
executive has triggered a
torrent of salacious false-
hoods muddying the wao-
ters with Al-created deep-
fakes and memes fueling
the frenzy.

The social media storm
erupted soon after the suit
packed with allegations
of sexual abuse, coercion,
and racial harassment --
was filed last month in @
New York court by a former
JPMorgan Chase banker
identified by US media as
35-year-old Chirayu Rana.
Lawyers for the defendant
Lorna Hajdini, who remains
at the bank, have called
the accusations fabricat-
ed. JPMorgan Chase has
said it investigated the
claims and found them
meritless.

But even before any legal
outcome, the suit's taw-
dry claims have become
a source of public fasci-
nafion, spawning a wave
of Al-generated clips and
sexually suggestive memes
at a time when high-profile

sexual harassment cases
against  women remain
rare.

“This trend hints at how Al
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Supporters of the DEFIANCE Act hold up signs at a bipartisan press conference at the U.S. Capitol
on January 22, 2024 in Washington, DC.

is going to increasingly pol-
lute our feeds and pollute
public discourse on both
important and  frivolous
topics,” Timothy Caulfield,
a misinformation research-
er from the University of Al-
berta in Canada, told AFP.
“This content can be pro-
duced incredibly quickly
and can be specifically
framed to play to our fears,
interests, and grievances.
In the aftenfion economy,

it is all about clicks. Find a
frending story and exploit.”

One hyper-redlistic Al video
circulating on Elon Musk’s
platform X purports to show
the pairlaughing and drink-
ing wine at a restaurant,
with a voiceover claiming
“they are on a date.”

The video also surfaced on
other platforms, including
Meta-owned  Facebook,
where some posts used it

to baselessly claim that the
lawsuit was “fake” and the
two had beeninvolved in a
“consensual relationship.”

- ‘Real story fakes’ -

Another Al clip circulating
across platforms  includ-
ing Instagram dubbed by
users as a “Fifty Shades of
Gray"-style trailer presents
a dramatized visual recon-
struction of the alleged ha-
rassment, racial slurs and

threats described in the
suit.

And another Al video on
X depicts the pair running
together through a city en-
gulfed in flames before the
female executive shoves
him aside in a dramatic
scene.

Many social media users
complained that the Al fab-
rications make it increas-
ingly difficult to distinguish
between reality and fiction
on tech platforms, many of
which have scaled back
content moderation.

The viral posts reflect how
some influencers seek to
profit from a disinformation
frend researchers call “real
story fakes” flooding the
internet with sensational Al
fabrications about a real
story gaining public atten-
fion.

“The frend of ‘real story
fakes’ has been growing
thanks to the proliferation
of easy to use Al tools for
image and video synthe-
sis,” Walter Scheirer of the
University of Nofre Dame
fold AFP. In many cases,
such content is created as
a way to “make money off
of an existing controversy”
through engagement and
platform monetization poli-
cies, he said.(

South Korea official floats Al profit social tax as tech giants boom

Seoul, South Korea

A top South Korean official
has proposed a tax on Al
profits to be redistributed
among society as a semi-
conductor boom drives
massive earnings for tech
giants Samsung Electronics
and SK hynix.

The two South Korean firms
have emerged as key sup-
pliers of high-performance
chips powering Al infra-
structure globally, posting
record first-quarter earn-
ings as global demand
surges.

South Korea's benchmark
Kospi has rallied over the
past month, repeatedly
hitting record highs and
also briefly coming with-
in a whisker of the key
8,000-point mark Tuesday.
South Korea was no longer
operating as a tradifion-

al export economy and
could be shifting towards
a “technology monopoly
economy” driven by scar-
city of chips and sustained
excess profits, Kim Yong-
beom, senior presidential

secretary for policy, said in
a Facebook post late Mon-
day.

While the shift towards
a technology-dominant
economy represented
“the core essence of the
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In this picture taken on May 8, 2024, “jeonse” real estate scam
victim Ahn Sang-mi (cenire R) reacts during a rally near the
National Assembly in Seoul, during which signs were held that
translate as “l pay tribute to you as a tenant and as a citizen”, in
tribute to the latest scam victim who killed themself.

possibilities currently open
before Korea”, Kim warned
it could also deepen polar-
ization of society.

Kim proposed what he ten-
tatively called a “natfional
dividend” for socially redis-
tfributing excess corporate
profits from Al fechnology.
The tech tfax could be
used, for example, to pro-
vide startup support for
young people, basic in-
come programs for rural
and fishing communities,
support for artists and
stronger pensions for the
elderly, he said.

“Using a portion of excess
profits fo ensure social sta-
bility for the current gen-
eration and mitigate fransi-
fion costs is not merely re-
distribution, but also a type
of system maintenance
cost.”

The presidential Blue House
said Kim's post reflected
“his personal opinion”.

The post was “unrelated
to any internal discussions
or review within the Blue
House"”, it said in a state-
ment sent to AFP.

A global frenzy to build Al
data centfers has sent or-
ders for advanced, high-
bandwidth memory micro-
chips soaring.

South Korea has said it will
triple spending on artificial
intelligence this year, aim-
ing to join the United States
and China as one of the
top three Al powers.

Kim's remarks came as
Samsung Elecfronics’ la-
bor union demanded the
removal of caps on per-
formance bonuses and
called for a system allocat-
ing 15 percent of operat-
ing profit to bonuses.[
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India

One of the last outsiders to
make authorised visits to In-
dia’s only “uncontacted”
fribe says it may be time to
reconnect with the isolated
people in order to shield
them from an encroaching
world.

Anthropologist Anstice Jus-
tin, 71, took part in the gov-
ernment’s limited contact
missions fo the restricted
North Sentinel island in the
Andaman Sea between
1986 and 2004.

The island’s inhabitants are
famously resistant to en-
gaging with outsiders, and
even killed a US missionary
who made an illegal visit in
2018.

What little is known about
the Sentinelese who live
on the 10-kilometre (six-
mile) wide island, covered
in rainforest and ringed by
coral reefs comes from the
government missions.

But even those frips resulted
in extremely limited under-
standing of the people.
“We don’'t even know how
they identify themselves,”
Justin told AFP on the main
Andaman Island -- a differ-
ent world, but just two hours
away by boat.

Justin, himself from another
group in the Andaman and
Nicobar archipelago, re-
counted his first trip in 1986
to North Sentinel.

- ‘Eyes on, hands off’ -
He waded through lagoon

Star of Rome’s ‘sexy priest’

Rome, ltaly

His face smiles out from
every kiosk in Rome on the
cover of the ubiquitous
“sexy priest” calendar sold
to tourists but Giovanni
Galizia was never a man of
the cloth.

In an interview with Repub-
blica daily Monday, the
now 39-year-old flight at-
tendant instructor said he
donned the priestly garb
as a lark with a photogra-
pher when he was 17 years
old.

“I don't see anything sexy
in that photo... there’'s
nothing sensual about it,”
Galizia fold the newspao-

This photograph taken on March 24, 20246 shows a board marking

outskirts of Campbell Bay at Great Nicobar island.

waters with saltwater croc-
odiles, landing on a white
sand beach, camrying a
sack of coconuts as a sign
of goodwill.

“We saw smoke curling,
emitting from the forest,”
said Justin, a former dep-
uty director of the govern-
ment’'s Anthropological Sur-
vey of India.

“After a few minutes, we
saw the Sentinelese emerg-
ing from the forest,” he
added.

The islanders, who govern-
ment estimates put at 50
people and are designated
a “Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group”, made head-
linesin 2018 when they used

per of the shot gracing the
“Calendario Romano”,
the annual calendar fea-
turing a photograph of a
supposed priest for each
month.

Today, he said, “fime has
passed, and it shows”.
“What | can assure you is
that | was never a priest,”
he said, adding that other
presumed priests could
also be fake.

Countless tourists buy the
calendar which costs up-
wards of 10 euros ($11.65)
as a memento of their visit
fo the seat of the Catholic
Church, where not every
clergyman is as easy on

bows and arrows to shoot
dead an American mission-
ary, John Allen Chau.
Chau broke the govern-
ment “tribal reserve” exclu-
sion limit stretching five kilo-
metres out to sea, dodging
coastguards and marine
police.

But Justin, who visited the
islands more than 30 times,
said his experience was
very different.

“What we observed was
that there was no sign of
unfriendliness, of, allow me
to use a term, ferocious-
ness,” Justin said.

Observations show the
people use narrow oufrig-
ger canoes, live in large

a tribal reserve area on the

communal  huts, carry
spears, bows and arrows,
and wear fibre waistbelfs,
as well as necklaces and
headbands.

Justin said that the govern-
ment's protection policy
was well-infentioned -- but
that the modern world was
not allowing the Senfinelese
to be left on their own.
“The present policy that the
Andaman and Nicobar ad-
ministration has adopted is
‘eyes on, hands off’ -- that
means distant observa-
tion,” Justin said, speaking
in the archipelago’s capi-
tal Sri Vijayapuram formerly
known as Port Blair, a city of
more than 100,000 people.
Outside contact with other

Encroaching world threqtens Indla S last uncontacted tribe

.} "

islanders had a “devastat-
ing impact” in the past with
diseases brought in, ac-
cording to rights group Sur-
vival International, nofing
populations of the Great
Andamanese peoples col-
lapsed by as much as 99
percent.

“The Sentinelese have
made it clear that they do
not want contact,” Survival
International argues.

- ‘Fool’s paradise’ -
Andaman police chief HGS
Dhaliwal said his officers
were doing everything pos-
sible to protect the island
from outsiders, but Justin
warned that social me-
dia—driven publicity seekers
were increasingly difficult to
deter.

“Itis sometimes a challenge
to be able to prevent any
kind of incident in fotality,”
Dhaliwal added.

"We do have surprise pa-
frols, but still there have
been a couple of incidents
where poachers came
within  five kilometres of
the island, and there have
been other detections and
detentions.”

Police in February arrested
two fishermen who entered
the waters around the is-
land, and last year arrested
US citizen Mykhailo Viktoro-
vych Polyakov, who landed
for five minutes carrying a
can of Diet Coke and a co-
conutin a bid to become a
YouTube star.[]]

calendar admits: ‘l was never a priest’

the eyes as Galizia.

In 2004, he met a photog-
rapher who wanted to
reveal various lItalian cit-
ies through photographs:
“Venice with gondoliers,
and Rome with priests.”

“At one point he asked me
if | wanfed to participate.
It was a game, he had
everything ready,” includ-
ing the priest outfit, Galizia
said.

The photograph was taken
in Palermo and he “never
asked for a euro,” for it, he
noted.

Galizia said that while his
face is famous in Rome,
elsewhere he can go in-

cognito.
Friends who visit the capital

“always send me a photo
of the calendar”.

A calendar displaying a picture of Giovanni Galizia dressed
as a priest is on sale in a souvenirs shop, in Rome on May 18,
2026.
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Kenya’'s new poaching problem: smuggling Giant Harvester Ants

Nairobi, Kenya

Kenyan ant expert Dino
Martins gushes over the
red and black insects that
have become the centre
of an international smug-
gling frade.

Martins has been visiting the
network of nests of these Gi-
ant African Harvester Ants
outside Nairobi for 40 years.
“They're big and bold...
They're the tigers of the ant
world,” the entomologist
fold AFP.

“"Each nest here has just
one queen and she is the
mother who founded this
nest 40, 50 or even 60 years
ago,” he said.

Martins was shocked when
he learned that thousands
of queens from this Mes-
sor cephalotes species
were being harvested and
shipped abroad in syringes
and test fubes to be sold for
hundreds of dollars each.
The trade came to light in
Kenya last year when two
Belgian feenagers were ar-
rested in possession of near-
ly 5,000 queen ants, and
accused of “biopiracy”.
Kenyan authorities fear a
new form of poaching, fo-
cused less onivory and furs,
and more on insects, rep-
files and rare plants.

Entomologist Dr Dino Martins, holds a giant African harvester ant, in Silole sanctuary in Kajiado on

May 13, 2026.

The judge even compared
it fo the slave trade.
“Imagine being violently
removed from your home
and packed info a con-
tainer with many others like
you... It almost sounds as if
the reference above is to
the slave trade,” he said in
his ruling.

The Belgians were handed
a fine of around $8,000,
but as more cases have
emerged, sentences have

hardened: last month a
Chinese national was sen-
fenced to one year in pris-
on for attempting to traffic
2,000 ants.

On several European web-
sites, the queens go for
around 200 euros ($230).
Though marked as unavail-
able, they are increasingly
easy to buy with the right
connections, said Ryan, a
25-year-old from France
who gave only his first
name.

He finds ants "hypnotising”,
and wanted the largest
harvesters, so he bought a
starter kit including a queen
and 12 workers from an au-
thorised seller for 450 euros.
That's *“very reasonable,”
he said a decade ago, a
queen could fetch 1,000
euros.

In the end, however, Ryan
found they proved ftoo
fricky to raise and he gave
them away.

Giant Harvester Ants are

France unveils architects to transform Louvre

Paris, France

France said Monday that
it had selected an inferna-
fional team of architects
fo fransform the Louvre,
which has been hit by a
litany of problems includ-
ing a $100 million jewelry
robbery.

The ‘“Louvre-New Renais-
sance” overhaul, President
Emmanuel Macron's sig-
natfure project announced
last year, willinclude a new
space for the Mona Lisa
and a new museum en-
france.

The vast redevelopment
project has been entrusted

This photograph shows the top of the Louvre Pyramid, designed
by Chinese-U.S. architect leoh Ming Pei with the Louvre Museum
in the background in Paris on May 9, 202é.

to STUDIOS Architecture
Paris, the French branch of
an infernational company,
and Selldorf Architects, a
firm founded by a German
architect in New York.

A French landscape and
urban planning agency
is also part of the winning
team, which was selected
by a jury from among five
shortlisted candidates.

The culture ministry said
the winning proposal was
selected for “the qual-
ity of its architectural ap-
proach and its infegration
in ferms of heritage, urban,
and landscape consider-
ations”, as well as security
concerns.

The Louvre said “The pro-
posal establishes an ele-
gant link between the city,
the palace, and the mu-
seum.”

STUDIOS Architecture Paris
confributed to the design

of the Louis Vuitton Foun-
dation in Paris and the
LUMA Foundation in Arles.
Selldorf Architects is known
for its work on the historic
mansion that houses The
Frick Collection in New
York as well as the Nationall
Gallery in London.

Macron’s aides have said
the project is expected to
cost 700 million to 800 mil-
lion euros ($730 to 830 mil-
lion). But the French Court
of Auditors has put the
price tag at 1.15 billion eu-
ros.

Under the plan, Leonardo
da Vinci's masterpiece
which atfracts around
20,000 visitors a day -- will
be independently acces-
sible from the rest of the
museum, with a separate
ficket to see it.

The museum will also have
a new enfrance on its east-
ern facade fo help ease

common from the Mediter-
ranean to the Cape. They
work together almost 24
hours a day, gathering and
chopping grasses for their
larvae.

They have captivated peo-
ple for centuries. In the Old
Testament, King Solomon
famously exhorted the lazy
to “Go to the ant... Con-
sider its ways and become
wise".

“He was observing the
same ant in Jerusalem that
we are now,” said Martins.

- ‘Ants have feelings’ -
Colonies can take 20-30
years to produce new
queens. They provide all
manner of services to the
ecosystem: dispersing grass
seeds, aerating the soil, and
providing food for animals
like pangolins.

Martins also considers the
smuggling frade unethi-
cal simply because "“ants
have feelings”. The frade
“exploded” with the arrival
of the internet, said Jerome
Gippet, aresearcher at the
Swiss University of Fribourg.
Formerly the interest of a
few passionate individuals,
it eventually gave way to
sophisticated networks of
collectors,  intermediaries
and smugglers.[d

congestion at its current
glass-and-metal  pyramid
enfry point.

That enfrance was de-
signed for just four million
visitors a year when it was
inaugurated in 1988.

The Louvre, the seat of
French kings until Louis XIV
abandoned it for Versailles
in the late 1600s, now re-
ceives around nine million
visitors a year.

The Paris landmark has
become a subject of no-
fional concern following a
months-long string of scan-
dals.

Apart from the embar-
rassing theft of French
crown jewels in October,
the museum has struggled
with strikes, a ticket fraud
scheme that may have
cost the museum 10 mil-
lion euros ($11.7 million), a
water leak and sfructural,
mainfenance and security
issues..]
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How Aruban beaches came to bel!

(Oranjestad)—We've talk-
ed about the best beaches
to visit on the island before,
but have you ever won-
dered how Aruba got its
white, sandy beaches, and
why there’s a clear differ-
ence between the north-
ern and southern shores?
Here are some fun facts
about the development of

beaches?

Aruba’s beaches have de-
veloped over the span of
thousands of years. Waves
crashing on the rocky for-
mations along our coast
line (which consists mainly
of coral reefs) have started
to wear and tear the reefs
over time, resulting in its

contfribute to this—one
small bite at a time. Over
the course of thousands
of years, as waves contin-
ue to crash and fish con-
finue to eat off the corals,
sand starts fo accumulate
around the area. Howev-
er, whether the sand stays
there is another question
to be answered, and this is
where we highlight the big-
gest difference between
the northern and southern
coast of the island.

The sand that accumulates
around a tforn coral reef
is swept away along with
the debris by the ocean
sfream. However, in areas
where it's shallow and the
stream is weaker, the sand
tends to sick to the bot-
tom faster. This is why the
beaches in the south—the

floors—has sand that
stretches for miles. In con-
frast, the northern areaq,
where the stream is much
stronger and the ocean
floor is much deeper, there
is no sand present—they
were swept away with the
current!

Why is the north deep, but
the south shallow?
Aruba is a confinental

: e
America, and the space
between Aruba and the
South American continent
is simply referred to as land
that runs under the ocean.
This is why it gets gradu-
ally deeper in the south,
whereas the ocean floor in
the north runs steeply to the
bottom.d

Source: archival document
provided by the National
Archive of Aruba (ANA).

Aruban beaches. How did
Aruba get its white, sandy

gradual
that feed off corals also

breakdown. Fish
and

areas with weaker stream
shallower

island. The
ocean

island actu-
ally forms part of South

A guide for the perfect picture: Where to find the most

Instagrammable places in Aruba

(Oranjestad)—Imagine, you're out
and about on the island and you
want to take the most picture-
perfect photo to show your friends
and family back home and online.
It seems like the perfect spot can
be hard to find, but Aruba is full of
great spots for a quick snapshot!
Here are the most Instagrammable
places in Aruba.

Wooden Swing on Plaza Daniel Leo
While you're in Mainstreet Oranjes-
tad, check out the wooden swing
on Plaza Daniel Leo. This is another
favorite among visitors wanting a
cute snapshot for Instagram.

Since you've made it this far, one
question: How many blue horses
have you spotted already?

Mangel Halto

For a different take on beach
photos, we definitely recommend
Mangel Halto! You can get in the
water right by the roots of these
beautiful frees (please be care-
ful not to climb them, though!).
You will see beautiful skies, birds
and other wildlife, and among the
greenery of the mangroves, your
picture is sure to pop!

Yacht Dock in Oranjestad

Last but certainly not least, the
Yacht Dock in Oranjestad is the
perfect spot to take a beauti-
ful picture, especially at sunset.
The dock is located behind the
Wilhelmina Park. This spot offers a
gorgeous view of the ocean and
sunset, accompanied by the soft

waves crashing on the shoreline.
You may even spof some iguanas!

“I LOVE ARUBA”

While you're in the area, check
out the ‘I LOVE ARUBA' sign is a
great first stop for a quick shot with
the family. This spot is among the
few that has become a favorite
among tourists, especially those
that are visiting Aruba through a
cruise vacation.

Speaking of giant signs that read
“Aruba” (because there can nev-
er be too many), there is another
sign you can find along the Linear
Park. It may be a long walk from
the harbor to get there, but while
you're at it, check out these other
spofts along the way!ld
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Casago Aruba:

PARADISE IS JUST
A CALL AWAY

O (+297) 586 2662
Casago

Redefining Island Stays with Full-Service Property Management

Casago Aruba was born from a
shared passion for elevating the
island’s tourism experience. Built
on a strong foundation of service,
hospitality, and a keen eye for qual-
ity, the Casago team—backed by
over 16 years of experience in the
vacation rental and hospitality in-
dustry—is on a mission to redefine
what luxury and convenience look
like for travelers visiting Aruba.

But Casago is more than just a vaca-
tion rental platform. It is a full-service
property management company,
offering seamless experiences for
both guests and homeowners
alike. While travelers benefit from
handpicked accommodations and
personalized service, homeowners
gain a reliable partner dedicated
to the care and performance of
their property.

A Stay Tailored to You

Casago Aruba offers more than just
stylish villas. Their curated portfolio
includes a wide variety of condos,
homes, and villas in different sizes to

suit all types of travelers—from solo
adventurers and couples to large
families and groups. Every stay is
backed by local expertise, with
concierge support, 24/7 guest as-
sistance, and an attention to detail
that consistently exceeds expecta-
tions. Whether you're here to relax
on world-famous beaches, explore
Aruba'’s cultural gems, or discover
hidden corners of the island, Casa-
go Aruba ensures your getaway is
as smooth as it is memorable.

A Partner for Homeowners

Behind the scenes, Casago offers
arobust suite of property manage-
ment services designed fo help ho-
meowners maximize rental income
while minimizing stress. Services in-
clude:

*  Promoftion through Casago's
professional booking platform
and expert local marketing
strategies

e Complete management of
check-ins, guest communica-
tion, cleanings, landscaping,
pool maintenance, and repairs

* Transparent maintenance re-
porting, real-time reservation
fracking, and on-site security
monitoring

* Full handling of tax filings for
both local and state require-
ments

*  Monthly property inspections
and full utility billmanagement

e Strategic planning to help ho-
meowners increase profitability
and keep their properties in top
condition

This full-service model ensures that

Fun facts about the “transhi” hedges!

every home is maintained to the
highest standard while giving prop-
erty owners full peace of mind.

Rooted in Community and Sustain-
ability

What fruly sets Casago Aruba apart
is their commitment to the local
community and to sustainable
practices. The team works closely
with local businesses and artisans,
promotes eco-conscious fravel, and
supports initiatives that conftribute
positively to the island’s environment
and economy.

As one of the fastest-growing vaca-
fion rental and property manage-
ment companies on the island,
Casago Aruba continues to expand
its footprint—welcoming more trav-
elers, partnering with more home-
owners, and raising the standard of
hospitality in Aruba.]

(Oranjestad)—When off-roading, you
may encounter some houses that have
rock hedges, aligned perfectly and
held together by cement—or some-
times nothing at all.

These hedges are called “transhi,” and
have a historical and cultural mean-
ing on the island. Used by cunukeros*
around the island back when agri-
culture played a more dominant role
in day-to-day life and survival, these
stfone hedges represent the resilience
of our great-grand parents, who had to
make do with what nature gave them.

These stone structures are tradition-

ally placed carefully on top of each
other. No cement or other binding mix-
ture was used to hold the structure to-
gether. Though not commonly used for
modern homes, the few structures that
remain around the island stood the test
of time, some completely intact even
after decades of rain, wind and urban-
ization.

These stone hedges are a representa-
tion of the Aruba’s unique farming cul-
fure—which valued durability, sustain-
ability and resilience.

*cunukero: Aruban farmers. [

Pictures exiracted from the ‘Plantage Zorg
en Hoop' collection on Coleccion.aw
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

CASINO AND SHOPS

Earn

DOUBLE POINTS

all day long!

Use your Players’ Club card
to play our slots and we'll
DOUBLE your points!

GJA(eamkPa Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

Play Respansibly. Visit www.gomblersanarymeus.org if you or someane you knaw has o gambling problem,

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lozy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

It's Tern seqason, qnd ACEF is calling for their protechon

(ORANJESTAD)—Aruba
has begun to see terns ar-
riving along its coast to
start their breeding season
once again. An event that
happens every year, the
migration of terns to our
island normally begins in
March, but this year it was
observed that they were
already present as early as
January.

In Aruba, there are ten dif-
ferent species of terns that
normally breed from March
to September every year.
However, ACF has noted
that this year their arrival
came earlier, and by the
end of January a presence
of terns was already be-
ing seen in their breeding
areas. During this season,
ten different species breed
at different fimes. This is the
reason why the season lasts
for more than half a year.

The terns breed mainly in
the Baby Beach area and

along the north coast of
Aruba. Baby Beach is a
particularly special site for
terns, since this is where
they carry out their repro-
duction rituals. Referred
fo as a “discotheque” by
Natasha Silva, the point of
Baby Beach near the open
wafter is where a large
group of terns spends the
season searching for their
partner—for life—to repro-
duce.

Terns are very frog|le and
easily disturbed, especially
during their reproduction
rituals.

Their nests are divided info
two specific sites on our is-
land. The first is the reefs
near the refinery in San
Nicolas. These reefs be-
come home to the terns,
where they lay their nests
either on the sand orin the
small bushes around the
reefs. These reefs are “off-

limits” to the public; one of
the only areasin Aruba that
is completely protected by
law.

The terns also lay eggs
along the north coast of
our island, between cliffs
and rocks throughout the
area. This is where they
are vulnerable to greater
danger, according to ACF.
Among these cliffs, every-
thing is well camouflaged
and cannot easily be seen,
even by people who are
walking or driving vehicles
over the rocks.

The chicks have a natu-
ral behavior to ‘“freeze”
in place when they sense
danger. This puts them at
risk of being stepped on.
For this reason, ACF is mak-
ing a call to the community
and authorities to help pro-
tect our historic birds.

As general advice, ACF
says to keep distance and
be cautious when pass-

ing through areas where
terns are breeding. “If a
tern starts screaming af
you, that is a sign that you
are too close to their nest
and eggs,” Silva explained.
These are the types of sig-
nals the Aruba community
needs to be aware of.

So once again, a call goes
out fo the entire commu-
nity of Aruba: Let's protect
our terns during an impor-
tant season for them. Edu-
cafe yourself and others
about the birds, stay alert
to harmful activities near
nests, and share informa-
tion with ACF if you notice
anything unusual in nature.
Together we can care for
and strengthen our nature,
and that begins with edu-
cation.

Aruba Conservation Foun-
dafion (ACF) can be
reached by phone at 585-
1234 or by email at info@
acf.awll

Welcome Decio: Aruba’s long-time friend!

(Oranjestad)—Aruba To-
day would like to give a
special shout out to Decio,
one of Aruba’s long-time
visitors, and his family who

arrived today from Brazil!

Liliane Mitre, Decio’s
daughter, tells us how she
has been visiting Aruba for

32 years—first fime in 1994
with her sister Ana. Her fo-
ther has been to the island
over 40 times. Incredible!

1996 marked a special
year for Decio’s family, as
he and his wife celebrated
their “golden” wedding
anniversary with their en-
tire family on Aruba. Since
then, they have visited the
One Happy Island every
year.

Liiane says that Aruba is
her father favorite place
in the world, and has been
here with his children,
grandchildren and even
fiend. A devoted Aruba
Today reader—he wakes
up bright and early every
morning during his visit here
and likes to drink his coffee

reading our paper.

Decio, we at Aruba To-
day are touched by you
and your family's love for
our little rock and want to
say thank you for the years
of support. We hope you
spend a marvelous week in
Aruballl
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Aruban legends: Frenchman'’s Pass

(Oranjestad)—If you ever
plan on taking a group
tour of the island, you may
pass through the French-
man’s Pass in Balashi. The
Frenchman’s pass (known
to locals as “Franse Pas”)
remains a mysterious—and
spooky—road of which its
legend is told from genera-
tion to generation.

The history of the French-
man'’s pass—and how it got
its name—dates back to
the colonization era, when
the French fried to colo-
nize the island, but were
met with an angry mob of
indigenous sefttlers, refusing
fo give up their land. How-
ever, as the French were
heavily equipped with fire
arms, the indigenous set-
tlers began to retreat, and
hid away in nearby caves.
The French colonizers fried
to smoke them out of the
caves, but the indigenous
settlers ended up inhal-
ing too much smoke and
most died in those caves.
From then on, this passage
was known as Frenchman's
Pass, and there have been
many accounts of spirifs

roaming the area of Span-
ish Lagoon.

There are many ghost sto-
ries surrounding this areaq,
but one of the most famous
one involves a lonely hitch-
hiker, trying to find a ride
back home in the dark
rainy night.

Sometime after trying to
hitch aride home, the man
saw a car approaching,
appearing almost ghost-like
in the rain. However, since
he needed aride real bad,
he didn't think twice and
jumped in. But to his horror,
he noficed that the there
was no driver in the front.
Paralyzed with fear, he

didn’'t dare to get out, and
the car started to move.

When approaching a sharp
turn, the hitch hiker braced
forimpact, but just when he
though the car might drive
straight off the road and
crash, he saw a hand ap-
pear out the window and
turn the wheel. For the next

few turns, the hand ap-
peared again. After having
had enough, the man de-
cided to jump out and he
ran to Santa Cruz.

Arriving at a nearby bar,
he ordered a drink and be-
gan to tell everyone about
his experience. Everyone
grew quiet, because they
realized he wasn't some
drunk messing around; he
was telling the truth.

Sometime later, two men
walked into the bar and
one of them noticed the
hitchhiker. He called out to
his buddy and said: “Look,
there's the idiot who sat
in our car when we were
pushing if!”

French man’s pass is one
of the few sites on the is-
land that keeps the locals
on their toes. While most
ghost stories may not have
real grounds—or some may
even be a set up story fora
joke, this pass holds a lot of
value to our culture of folk-
loric story-telling.

Source: visitaruba.com

Place names in San Nicolas and their origins

(Oranjestad)-If you're ever taking
a tour of Aruba, San Nicolas would
definitely be on your itinerary.
From relaxing on the white, san-
dy beaches of Baby and Roger’s
Beach, to exploring the prehistoric
caves of Quadirikiri and Fontein,
you are taking in a full view of what
San Nicolas has to offer. But did
you know that you are also pass-
ing through areas whose names
have historical origins? Here are
a few place names in San Nicolas
and their origin story.

Sero Colorado

On your way to Baby or Roger’s
Beach, you'll pass by the famous
Red Anchor at what was once the
enfrance to the Colony residential
community and be greeted with
red soiled hills by the coast. This is
Sero Colorado. Named after the
30-meter, deep red, limestone
hill, “Sero Colorado” franslates o
“Colored Hill". Sero Colorado has
deep historical ties with the once-
thriving phosphate industry in the
area. Matter of fact, there are still
underground shafts and passages
deep in Sero Colorado from the
fime of phosphate mining. In 1958,
the refinery atf the time, Lago, ad-

opted this name for the residential
section of its employees.

Vader Piet

Another well visited area, Vader
Piet is located in the Arikok Na-
tional Park. Recognizable sites
within this area include the Wind
Mills and the Quadirikiri Cave. The
origin of this name is part histori-
cal and speculation, as there are
slight deviations from what actu-
ally happened.

i =

In 1829, Pieter Lampe was a plant-
er and the person responsible for
governing this remote area. As the
story goes, Pieter was well known
and beloved for his kindness and
good treatment of his employees,
and was therefore also called Vo-
der Piet (Father Piet). However, he
was tragically murdered—some
speculate at the hands of a slave.
For his work and good heart, the
area was named after him.

San Nicolas

Of course we can't forget San
Nicolas itself. Much like Vader Piet,
the origin of the name San Nicolas
has so far two different accounts.
In the literal sense, “San Nicolas”
franslates to “Saint Nicolas”, lead-
ing many to believe that this dis-
frict was named after a Spanish
saint. Though one account does
support this with the theory that
the district was named after the
saint by Spanish colonizers, the
other account is much less divine,
but does refer to an influential fig-
ure in the area.

Nicolaas van der Biest was a suc-
cessful landowner during the time
of the phosphate boom in late
19th century Aruba. Back then,
landowners (most, if not all of
them men) were referred to as
“Shon” by their subordinates. So,
the district was originally named
after Shon Nicolaas. Over time,
the name evolved intfo what is
now San Nicolas.

Source: “Aruba: Short History” by Dr.
J. Hartog.
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Cas Floria: The Decorated Houses of Aruba

(Oranjestad)—There may be
as many as 200 to 300 houses
in Aruba that have beauti-
ful decorations, including
curtains, stars, flowers, half-
moons, etc., placed on the
corners or the upper parts of
the house.

These houses can be found
everywhere, in nearly every
district of Aruba. People
always thought that these
designs came from an In-
digenous culture; possibly,
the star design resembled
the way it was shown, similar
fo the "God Sun” of the In-
digenous people. However,
the history of this decorative
system does not go very far
back in fime.

In his book Millefiori di Aruba,
Father Nooyen declares that
the first house to receive this
type of decoration was the
home of Mr. Bernardo Eman
Croes in Pos Chikito. Julien
(Janchi) Christiaans and Gre-
gorio (Goy) Semeleer built
this house in 1920 and cre-
ated the decorations on the
upper corners of the house.
Other people in Pos Chikito,
who saw this beautiful work,
also wanted their houses
decorated in the same way.

Leoncio (Joonchi) Henricus
of Pos Chikito learned the
work from Janchi Christiaans
and, together with his son
Bonifacio (Bonny) Henricus,
continued decorating hous-
esin Pos Chikito and Sabana
Basora.

Janchi  Christiaans, Goy
Semeleer, and others from
Noord, such as Hilario Chris-
tiaans, Victor Tromp, Gerardo
Jacobs, and Cornelis Rosa,
brought the same decoro-

fion to houses in Noord and
Paradera. In 1927, Janchi
Christiaans built a house for
Julian Tromp in Buguruy.

This was the first house in
Noord to receive this type
of decoration. Later, those
in Paradera, Santa Cruz, and
Savaneta copied the house
decorations. They practiced
these systems up until 1944,

Even today, the patterns are
well preserved and protfect-
ed, but they are no longer
used.

Janchi Christiaans began
cutting the patterns out of
zinc plates and cardboard.
He also had his own cre-
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atfions and systems, while
Leoncio and Bonifacio Hen-
ricus produced their own
fantasies. This is what made
these decorations popular:
many people could furn their
imagination into expressive
art.

However, the decoration of
houses was not originally Jan-
chi Christiaans’s idea. Janchi
was a disciple of his father,
Hose Christiaans, and of the
Donati family, from Italian
ancestors. They also made
these decorations, though
without using any patterns,
simply designing and ap-
plying them with common
plaster as the material.

Using Dr. Johan Hartog's
Aruba, Breve Historia as ref-
erence, | noticed that he also
writes that these designs are
not indigenous symbols, but
only decorative fantasies.
One point of disagreement
is that he wrote that in 1820
someone from Curacao be-
gan this type of decoration
in Aruba.

This means that, according
to Father Nooyen, who de-
clared that it beganin 1920,
it would have actually start-
ed 100 years earlier. As part
of hisresearch, Ito Tromp also
interviewed Mr. Julio Maduro

of the Department of Labor
at that time, who told him
that around 1880 Johannes
(Janchi) Wolff began with
house decorations. And
as Janchi himself said, he
learned this from his grand-
father, who in earlier times
had built the first lighthouse
at California Point.

After comparing his informa-
tion, Ito Tromp wrote that
Hartog was right concern-
ing the period when deco-
rated houses began in Aruba
in 1820. However, it was not
people from Curacao who
started it. Victor Tromp, who
was 87 years old at the time
of writing, was a member of
Janchi Wolff’s family.

Julio Maduro said thatin 1920
they began again with this
type of decoration. In gen-
eral, there is no specific year
(up to now) when Arubans
first began with this decora-
tive artistic expression. It is in-
teresting to know that these
decorations are a kind of
symbol for several genera-
tions.

For example: Decorations
that appear on the house of
the Arends family could also
be seen on the houses of the
Bermudez or Croes families.
This was because parents al-
ways gave a specific sign to

their sons or daughters when
they were getting married.

It was also said that these
designs had a certain kind
of voodoo purpose, to keep
away the spirits of the Indig-
enous people who were bur-
ied in the neighborhoods
where the houses now stand.
However, this has almost
completely disappeared.

As for the continuation of
these designs from family to
family, this is a cultural heri-
tage thatis no longer estab-
lished. For this reason, in ear-
lier times, every young man
who married had fo have his
own house; otherwise, there
would be no marriage.

The designs were created
according to the individual’s
imagination. If he saw, for ex-
ample, six pairs of birds on a
free, he would then paint six
pairs of birds on a free. If he
wanted to express his love
for his twin children, then he
designed a ftwin.

Nowadays, if you want to
use these designs for your
house, don't worry—you can
simply copy them and paint
them.[J

Source: E casnan Decora na
Aruba (1976) by Ito Tromp.
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fiction 42 Wipe oft D E|lc[k
9 Espresso 43 Apertures S AR
layer 44 Earth . e
10 Isaac’s tones D AIN[G
maother
12Jackel  DOWN 8 Malia’s 26 Behind
part 1 Neck- ‘
13Intent ook year dad 27 Quiz show
14 Greed 5 Fix 9 Smackers foc!der
16 Butter unit 3 From 11 Togst start 29 Aeuan
17 Month in 15 Whim island
the U.S. i
Marseiles 4 Teloseone 19 Visitor 30 Toe much
18 Wooden ‘ P 1o Oz 31 Plow
rid pleneer 21 Bus. sch. pioneer
90 *Sillwood” 5 Us.eful course 33 Resort
star skill 24 Like spots
6 Bowler, type that 37 Designer
22 Stately " 6
rees g doegn t fit Wang
7 Mideast 25 Capital of 39 Pharach's
23 French
landscape area Ghana symbol
painter .1 P ’ .
25 Chair ° 1
voice Z
28 Words on o
a Novem-
ber sticker |7 1
32 Oma- ) 21
mental 53
molding
34 Chopping S e
tool 52 33
35 CBS 35 36 a7
series with
. [Ea] 39 40
spinoffs
36 Waiters  [* 42
job 43 43
38 Foe .
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two Os, etc. Single letiers,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
MNQ QNAXCHBKG PS PZ SMES
ANINXR ACCX QEPS E ZPADGC
VNVCAS
PVUHNYC

EAAC BHEAT

BACK — AND LET OTHERS BELIEVE THEY ARE
IN FRONT. — NELSON MANDELA

CRYPTOQUOTE

[ICBNHC ZSEHSPAD SN

SMC QNHGX.

Cryptoguote: LEAD FROM THE

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba'’s visitors.

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply
voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other
establishments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHQO's internationall
stfandards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to

buy bottled water from the
store.

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or
10pm, Monday through
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

Safety
Since February 2024, Aruba

has been categorized as
the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe.

/
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CELEBRITY SILHOUTTE

Arrival: 08:00 | Departure: 17:00

CARNIVAL MAGIC
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Arrival: 1:59 | Daparture: 23:00

06

WED

12

L GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
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ADVENTURE OF THE SEAS
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ALLURE OF THE SEAS
Arrival: 7:00 | Departure: 16:00 |
CARNIVAL VISTA

Arrival: 7:00 | Departure: 16:00 |
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CARNIVAL VENEZIA

CRUISESHIE
SCHEDULE

Arrival. B:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Barth: C

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: C

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: B

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Barth: C e

Arrival: 7:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Berth: 8

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Barth: C

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: ©

| Berth: B

| Berth: ©

Berth: |

Barth: C
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CARNIVAL HORIZON
26 Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00

Rt GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
\ Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00

| Barth: B

| Barth: C
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SUDOKU

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.

King Classic Sudoku
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Answer to previous puzzle
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Ebola and hantavirus outbreaks sign of our
‘dangerous’ times: WHO

Geneva, Switzerland

The deadly hantavirus and
Ebola outbreaks are only
the latest crises in “danger-
ous and divisive” fimes, the
World Health Organization
chief said Monday.
Opening the body’s annu-
al decision-making assem-
bly in Geneva, Tedros Adh-
anom Ghebreyesus spoke
of the new Ebola outbreak
in the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo, which he
declared an international
health emergency over
the weekend, and the rare
hantavirus outbreak on the
MV Hondius cruise ship.
The two “are just the lat-
est crises in our tfroubled
world”, he told the gather-
ing of health ministers and
high level delegates from
around the world.

“From conflicts fo eco-
nomic crises to climate
change and aid cuts, we
live in difficult, dangerous
and divisive fimes,” said
Tedros, who was expected
to elaborate on the risks
during his main address
to the week-long World
Health Assembly on Tues-
day morning.

Spanish Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sanchez, whose coun-
fry has been hailed for
allowing the stricken MV
Hondius to anchor off ifs
Canary Islands last week
for the evacuation of pas-
sengers and crew, stressed
that “protecting others is
the best way to protect
ourselves”.

“No country can save it-
self” onits own, he said in a
surprise address to the as-
sembly, receiving a stand-
ing ovation.

Currently, “defending
common sense has be-
come a form of rebellion”,
he charged, lamenting
an ongoing “pandemic of
egoism”.

Th 2026 World Health As-
sembly comes after a par-
ticularly difficult year for
WHO, weakened by the
announced US withdrawal
and deep funding cuts.
“The WHQO’s budget has
been reduced by around
21 percent, or nearly one
billion dollars. Hundreds of
jobs have been eliminat-
ed, programs have been

WEJ DRAMANI MAHAMA
PRESIDENT GHANA

[

mondiale de la Santé

World Health Organization (WHO) Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus delivers a
speech at the opening of the 79th World Health Organization (WHO) assembly in Geneva, on May

18, 2026.

reduced,” Swiss Health
Minister Elisabeth Baume-
Schneider noted in her ad-
dress.

“The WHO had to, and was
able to, undergo profound
reform in the midst of the
emergency.”

Suerie Moon, co-director of
the Global Health Centre
at the Geneva Graduate
Institute, also suggested
WHO had weathered the
storm, and that the han-
tfavirus crisis provided “a
clear illustration of why the
world needs an effective,
frusted, impartial, reliably-
funded WHQ", she added.

- Sensitive issues -
On the first day of the as-

sembly, countries refused
once again to add the
thorny issue of a request
from Taiwan, which China
claims is part of its territory,
to regain the observer sta-
tus it held between 2009
and 2016.

Other sensitive issues on
the table include Ukraine,
the Palestinian territories
and Iran, which could
spark heated debate.
Disagreement  between
wealthy and developing
nations has meanwhile
blocked closure on the
WHO's landmark 2025 pan-
demic treaty.

Countries had aimed to fi-
nalise during this year’s as-
sembly a key annex to the

agreement, which deals
with sharing access fo
pathogens with pandem-
ic potential, then sharing
benefits derived from them
such as vaccines, tests and

freatments.(]
JAN'S
Editor
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HEALTH

DOCTOR ON
DUTY

Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 527 4000 Tel. 524 8833

¥

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Eagle
Tel. 587 9011

San Nicolas: Centro Medico
Tel. 584 5794

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850

EMERGENCY
Police . e 100 ..
Police Oranjestad 527 3140
Police Noord . 527 3200
Police Sta. Cruz 5272900
Police San_ Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline M4l
Ambulance L
Fire Dept. . ocncend B
Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi .. 588 0035
TaxiD.T.S. .o 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

Aruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Against Domestic Violence(FCVR)
Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Jel. 5248888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

GENERAL INFO

Phone Directory  .....Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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‘Mesmeric’ movie on secret lives of Nigeria’s rich wows Cannes

Cannes, France

A wonky mosaic in the
shape of Nigeria plays a
subtly feling role in Arie
and Chuko Esiri's Cannes
Film Festival break-out hit
“Clarissa™.

No one can get the artwork
to sit quite straight on the
walll as a chic power couple
prepares to receive their
guests for a party at their
waterside Lagos home.
“It's a perfect motif of the
nafion,” Chuko Esiri, the
marginally younger of the
twin brothers who directed
the enthraling fale, told
AFP. “It's slightly off and
needs correcting.”

Like Nigeria, “it could be
amazing. It just needs a lit-
tle adjustment”, but no one
quite knows how.

The lives, loves, pefty snob-
beries and private forments
of some of Nigeria’'s most
privileged people form the
core of “Clarissa”, all set in
Lagos where the rich float
over so much human mis-
ery.

Critics at Cannes have
found the twins' sly post-
colonial take on Virginia
Woolf's novel “Mrs Dallo-
way"” one of the most af-
fecting movies of the year
so far.

"How lucky we are” they
took it on, wrote the Hol-
lywood Reporter’'s Lovia
Gyarkye, while The Guard-
ian’s Peter Bradshaw called
the movie “seductive” and
“mesmeric”.

Veteran RogerEbert.com

Nigerian co-director and screenwriter Arie Esiri (L) and Nigerian co-director Chuko Esiri pose for a
portrait session on the sidelines of the 79th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern
France, on May 17, 202é.

critic Brian Tallerico de-
clared it “one of the better
films I'll see this year™.

Waking up as the major
discoveries of the festival
so far have not phased the
brothers one bit, they told
AFP the morning after its
friumphant premiere in the
Director’s Fortnight section.

- ‘Wired differently’ -
Fortunes ‘“rise and fall like
the currency” in Nigerig,
joked Chuko, the more talk-
ative of the two 40-year-
olds.

Nor have the inevitable
comparisons  with  other
flm-making  siblings  like
the Coen brothers, the
Dardennes and the Wao-

chowski sisters, who made

“"We're twins

the flm have adopted the
manners and clipped ac-
cents of their old colonial
masters, the British.

The twins' tale turns on the
intertwining stories of Claris-
sa and the soldier husband
of her dressmaker, who
returns from fighting Boko
Haram jihadists in the north
with PTSD and his faith in
humanity shattered by the
corruption of his superiors.
Part of the tragedy is that
the suffering of the two-de-
cade insurgency “doesn’t
tfouch you in Lagos, in the
south at all”, Chuko said.
“It's like being in England
and seeing the warin Iraq,”
he argued.

“The idea of Nigeria is like
an ongoing debate. Do we
become two countries? Do
we stay as one, because it

but we're was two countries pushed

“The Matrix”.

Their stellar cast led by So-
phie Okonedo and “Sel-
ma” lead David Oyelowo
who both have Nigerian
roots also gotf rave reviews,
with Screen magazine and
several other crifics lavish-
ing particular praise on
"Okonedo’s acutely cali-
brated performance” as
the elegantly ageing love-
crossed high-society host-
ess Clarissa.

Arie, the older of the two
director brothers, told AFP
that shooting with his twin
is a kind of superpower, ad-

wired differently. I'm right-
handed,” said Chuko, “and
he's left-handed. He's visu-
al, I'm more narrative.”

- Two Nigerias -

“Clarissa”, told in restrained
flashback, is as much about
post-independence Nige-
ria as it is about its upper
crust, which the brothers
say they know only too well,
having “been born info it".
Africa’s most populous na-
tion "is like any underdevel-
oped counfry the middle
disappears and so it's basi-
cally just two classes”, the
poor and the rich, Chuko

info one during the colonial
era,” said Chuko.

- African wave -

Neon, the distributors of the
last six winners of Cannes’
top prize, have already
snapped the fim up.
“Clarissa” is the second Afri-
can film to have got a rap-
furous reception at Cannes
this year after “*Congo Boy”
from the Cenfral African
Republic.

Just like the brothers' first
film, the highly-praised “Ey-
imofe (This Is My Desire)” in
2020, “Clarissa™ is punctu-

mitting he usually plays the said.

fough guy on set.

And most of the wealthy in

ated with power cuts, “an
everyday occurrence” in
Nigeria, Chuko said.[]

‘Parasite’ director Bong says making animated film to ‘surpass’

Miyazaki

South korean director Bong Joon-Ho and Marrakech festival
director Melita Toscan Du Plantier arrive for the Opening
Ceremony and the screening of the film “La Venus electrique”
(The Electric Kiss) at the 79th edition of the Cannes Film Festival
in Cannes, southern France, on May 12, 2026.

Cannes, France

South Korean maestro Bong Joon-ho
-- who won three Oscars and the Palme
d'Or at Cannes for “Parasite” is making
his first animated film.

“Ally” is the story of a clever piglet-like
squid living in the depths of the Pacific
Ocean, and shows how “encounters be-
tween humans and the creatures of the
deep can reshape both worlds,” accord-
ing to its producers.

The acclaimed director told reporters at
the Cannes Film Festival that he hopes to
fry to match Japanese animation mas-
ter Hayao Miyazaki and George Miller of
“Babe” fame.

“I've always wanted to create an awe-
some acfion sequence that can surpass
the great ones created by George Mill-
er or Miyazaki, and | felt this film was my

chance to practice that ambition,” he
told the film industry bible Variety at the
Cannes Film Festival.

Bong, who won a cult following for films
like the sci-fi “Snowpiercer”, has already
made a creature feature, “Okja”, starring
Paul Dano and Tilda Swinton in 2017.

He admitted his fans “might be surprised
that it's an animation™.

“But once they actually see the fim" next
year “it'll be quite familiar to them and
they might be happy to see my signao-
tures.”

Bong, 56, has been working on and off on
the movie for nearly seven years and re-
leased the first images of the family fea-
ture last month. I is expected to be com-
pleted in the first half of 2027 and released
later in the year.[d
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U.S. team ‘devastated’ by lack of home support, says World Cup

doc maker

Los Angeles, United States
For most national soccer
teams, playing a tourno-
ment on home turfis a huge
advantage. For the United
States, it can be the oppo-
site.

In the Gold Cup final last
year, the US lost in a Hous-
ton stadium overwhelming-
ly packed with rival Mexico
fans. The semi-final in St
Louis, Missouri, was a sea
of light blue for their oppo-
nents Guatemala.

There were similar scenes at
the U.S.-hosted Copa Amer-
ica a year earlier.

It is a huge concern for the
US players under extraordi-
nary pressure to deliver as
co-hosts af this summer’s
World Cup, documentary
flmmaker Rand Getlin told
AFP.

“It devastates them. It hurts
them. It makes them sad.
They're disappointed in
themselves for not giving
fans more to cheer for,”
said Getlin, who spent the
past four years embedded
with the U.S. team for an
HBO series.

“They're like, 'l want to go
out and | want to do some-

Mitchell leads Cavs past top-seeded Detroit into NBA

Los Angeles, United States
The Cleveland Cavaliers
eliminated top-seeded
Deftroit from the NBA play-
offs Sunday, dominating a
decisive game seven 125-
94, and will face the New
York Knicks in the Eastern
Conference finals.

Led by Donovan Mitchell’s
26 points, Cleveland’s vic-
tfory makes them the last
team fo book their spot in
this post-season’s final four,
with the Oklahoma City
Thunder and San Antfonio
Spurs waiting in the West.
Mitchell was among four
Cavs players who scored
20-plus points, along with
Jarreft Allen, Evan Mobley,
and Sam Merrill from the
bench.

The resounding win on the
road in Detroit, affer miss-
ing a chance to end the
series at home Friday, ex-
tends an impressive playoff
run for the Cavaliers, who

U.S. fans watch game action during a watch party for the Women’s World Cup 2023 between
Sweden v United States Round of 16 match at Power & Light District on August 06, 2023 in Kansas

City, Missouri.

thing spectacular with this
men’'s natfional tfeam at
the World Cup, so we can
change the way the sport
is viewed in this country for-
ever,'” he explained.
Getlin's five-part docuseries
is appropriately titled "“U.S.
Against the World.”

It takes viewers into the
homes and locker rooms of

had a mediocre regular
season in which they fin-
ished fourth in the East.

“We responded with force
for 48 minutes tonight,”
said Mitchell.

“Especially in a hostile en-
vironment... that was that
was the biggest thing, is just
how do you respond? And
not letting the moment be-
come too big.”

But it was heartbreak for
Detroit, who comfortably
topped their conference’s
regular season at 60-22, yet
underwhelmed  through-
out their stuttering playoff
run, and finally fizzled out in
front of their home fans.
“That game sucked,” said
Pistons star Cade Cunning-
ham. “Being back home,
definitely wanted to gef
this win in front of the fans.
Reminded me of last year,
losing on home court. It's
not a great feeling.”

several U.S. stars including
Christian Pulisic and Weston
McKennie.

The series charts their jour-
neys from humble back-
grounds in a then-soccer
skeptical country to unlikely
success playing for Europe’s
top clubs.

It also depicts the sacking of
Gregg Berhalter and the ar-

The Cavaliers raced into
a 20-point lead during the
first  half, their accurate
shooting aided by some
unusually poor and passive
Pistons defense.

- Shellshocked crowd -
Deftroit repeatedly missed
out on rebounds and al-
lowed uncontested three-
pointer attempts, while fail-
ing to find their afttacking
flow.

The Pistons trailed 64-47 at
the break. That meant yet
another mountain to climb
for a team who had al-
ready been on the brink of
elimination four fimes this
postseason.

Deftroit had battled back
from 3-1 down to scrape
past Orlando in their first-
round series, and af 3-2
down against Cleveland
had shown resilience to
pull back one elimination
game on Friday.

rival of Mauricio Pochettino
as head coach less than
two years before the World
Cup.

Pochettino, the Argentine
former coach of Tottenham
Hotspur, was quick to note
the contrast between the
ferocity of the "unbeliev-
able” Guatemala fans and
U.S. supporters.

“Thatis the connection that

But Cleveland would not
let the Pistons back into
this one, playing with an
aggression Detroit could
not match, and led by an
outstanding Mitchell, who
suddenly seemed to be
everywhere.

“He started out the game
not trying to take it over,

we would like fo see in the
World Cup. That connection
that makes you fly,” said fol-
lowing the Gold Cup clash.
“To see (Guatemala), how
they fight, how the fans be-
have, that is an important
thing that we need to learn
in this country,” he added.

- ‘Pressure’ -

Soccer has boomed in
North America over the past
decade or so. Buf the fo-
cus of fans’ support is often
glamorous European clubs
or, for immigrant communi-
ties, their nation of ancestry.
In recent weeks, outlets in-
cluding The Athletic have
reported below-expec-
tation ficket sales for the
United States’ World Cup
games, though sky-high
prices are mainly deemed
responsible.

The US will play more Latin
American  opposition in
the group stage opener,
against Paraguay, before
coming up against Australia
and Turkey.

In the documentary, both
Pochefttino and the players
are careful to avoid blam-
ing the U.S. fans for being
frequently outnumbered.(

East finals

not trying to score every
single basket,” said Allen.

“He started the game try-
ing to distribute the ball.
| think that's huge for a
leader like him, trying to
get everybody else going,
and then gefting himself
going second.”

Donovan Mitchell #45 of the Cleveland Cavaliers looks to pass
the ball against Marcus Sasser #25 of the Detroit Pistons during
the third quarter in Game Seven of the Second Round of the
NBA Eastern Conference Playoffs at Litle Caesars Arena on
May 17, 2026 in Detroit, Michigan.
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Aaron Rai of England celebrates with The Wanamaker Trophy after winning the 2026 PGA
Championship at Aronimink Golf Club on May 17, 2026 in Newtown, Pennsylvania.

Humble PGA champ Rai celebrates
English, Indian, Kenyan heritage

Newtown Square, United
States

Aaron Rai grew up hard-
working and humble in
central  England, family
examples developing the
patterns that led to his vic-
tfory on Sunday atf the PGA
Championship.

The 3l-year-old became
the first English golfer since
Jim Barnes in 1919 to cap-
ture the PGA crown, mak-
ing four birdies and an
eagle in the last 10 holes to
produce a four-stroke vic-
tory at Aronimink.

“It definitely feels like a jour-
ney,” Rai said. “So much
goes into it, from being a
junior golfer to developing
the game to have aspira-
fions of turning professional.
Then you realize once you
turn professional how good
some of these guys are.”
Rai's father is of Indian
ancestry while his mother
has Kenyan heritage and
growing up in England has
made him a mix of all their
cultures.

“I'm very proud to be from
England. That's where |

grew up. That’'s where a lot
of my family sfill live,” Rai
said.

“I'm very proud of India
and Kenya as well. My
mom still spends a lot of
fime in Kenya. Both of my
sets of grandparents from
my mom and dad’s side
were from India.

“I'm very proud of repre-
senfing all three really. |
don't know what all that
represents or how it's going
to come across. All | can
say is I'm very proud to be
a mix of all of them.”

He learned about being
a good man and humble
from family and golf.

“A lot of that has come
from upbringing,” Rai said.
“Golf was always a very big
part of my life from a very
young age, but my mom
and my siblings were very
fast to reinforce the impor-
tance of just being a good
person and trying to do the
right things.

“Golf initself is an extremely
humbling game. There's so
much hard work and dis-

cipline that goes info ac-
quiring the skills to become
better.”

Work ethic was instilled by
family as well.

“My dad instiled the im-
portance of work and
dedication and trying tfo
consistently build just good,
sfrong habits around the
game,” Rai said.

“My mom worked extreme-
ly hard away from golf. She
worked a couple of jobs at
one time and she did a lot
of work around the house.

“There was a lot of con-
sistent messaging of hard
work. It has been some-
thing I've just grown up
with and | guess as I've got
older, something that I've
really valued and tried to
continue to move forward
with.”

- ‘Real support system’ -
Rai's wife, Gaurika Bishnoi,
is a pro golfer from India
whose advice in a car ride
to the hotel lingered with
him on the course.

“She has been incredible,”
Rai said. (4

The pack rides with the Cathedral of Reims in background
during the third stage of the 106th edition of the Tour de
France cycling race between Binche and Epernay, in Reims,
on July 8, 2019.

Champagne start in Reims
for 2028 Tour de France

Reims, France

The 2028 Tour de France will embark from Reims in the
French champagne region, organisers ASO revealed
on Monday.

The three-week race will set off on June 24 and arrive
on the Champs-Elysees in Paris on July 16, a week ear-
lier than usual, to accomodate the Los Angeles Olym-
pic Games.

The ‘Coronation City' of Reims, where French kings
were crowned, was chosen for the Grand Depart over
Luxembourg, which is also on the route.

“There were some wonderful candidates. The choice
turned on the need to actually start in France with
some regularity,” race director Christian Prudhomme
told AFP.

This year's Tour starts from Barcelona while the 2027
Grand Depart is in Edinburgh, with three days of racing
in the United Kingdom.

Reims also hosted the first stage of the Tour de France in
1956. The city has since hosted eight more stage starts
and nine finishes, often sprints, most recently in 2019.
The route for 2028 has not yet been revealed, apart
from five other towns visited during the first four stages.
Verdun, with its World War | memorials, the forests and
rolling hills of the Ardennes region and the mining towns
of Metz and Thionville will also feature during the open-
ing days in north-eastern France.

Charleville-Mezieres, the birthplace of French poet Ar-
thur Rimbaud, and another celebrated champagne
town of Epernay are also on the agenda.

The first stage could be suited to sprinters, followed by
a more hilly second stage designed to encourage a
change in the yellow jersey.

The peloton is then expected to head towards Luxem-
bourg, where there could be more than one stage,
a way of rewarding a “fantastic” bid, according to
Prudhomme.



