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‘Gritty’ Philadelphia pitches itself as low-cost U.S. World Cup

choice

Philadelphia, United States
Philadelphia is presenting
itself as the U.S. World Cup
host city offering fans the
best value for money, with
affordable transport, ac-
commodation and food
while other venues are pil-
loried for gouging support-
ers.

Fan groups have panned
plans to charge $150 per
person for a short roundtrip
fo the New Jersey stadium
near New York that will host
the soccer tournament’s fi-
nal match on July 19.

By contrast, fans travelling
to the Lincoln Financial
Field in Philadelphia on
the US East Coast will be
charged just $2.90 foreach
the venue on the subway.
“"We want to make sure
that it is accessible and af-
fordable for fans,” Philadel-
phia Chief Deputy Mayor
Vanessa Garrett  Harley
told AFP at a media event
Tuesday.

“If we price the transpor-
tation at some exorbitant
rate, then you have al-
ready shut out a whole
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Workers prepare the field at Lincoln Financial Field, one of the stadiums hosting the 2026 FIFA
World Cup at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia, on April 28, 2026.

class of folks.”

The United States has 11
venues holding matches
at the World Cup, which it
is co-hosting with Canada
and Mexico. The fourna-
ment kicks off in Mexico
City on June 11.

Fears of sky-high costs
have led organizers FIFA o
announce an extra $100
million to help the 48 par-
ticipating teams cover the
expense of being in North
America after federations
raised the alarm over po-
tential financial losses.
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Astronomical ficket pric-
es, far exceeding those
charged in Qatar in 2022,
have also drawn the ire of
fans already facing ele-
vated costs, particularly in
megacities New York and
Los Angeles.

For the many supporters
expected to travel without
match tickets, the "“City of
Brotherly Love” says it will
offer a free fan festival for
the World Cup’s 39-day
duration.

A daily crowd of 15,000
will have space to watch
matches and sample local
food and entertainment at
Philadelphia’s Lemon Hill.
The city of 1.6 million has
long grappled with high
crime rates but authorities
say murders have sharply
declined in recent years.
There is also a rush to be
ready on time, with road-
works in several areas of
the city and scaffolding
still packing the grand 30th
Street rail hub as it prepares
for an influx of visitors.

But with negative head-
lines about soaring hotel
prices elsewhere in the
country, Philadelphia s
looking to capitalize.

‘Blue-collar’ background
Aninvestigation by The Ath-
letic found that hotel room
prices in Houston jumped
457 percent for the Texas
city’s first World Cup fixture,

compared fo 198 percent
in Philadelphia. Rooms in
Kansas City surged by 364
percent.

“You can still get a (mid-
range) hotel in Philadel-
phia over July 4 for about
$400 a night” $200 for a
basic room said Anne
Ryan, deputy secretary at
the Pennsylvania Tourism
Office.

She touted the low trans-
port costs for spectators,
the free fan festival and
“that you're not going to
be price gouged when it
comes to hotels” as mak-
ing Philadelphia the best
value US venue.

“There’s just no other com-
parison,” she told AFP.
Organizers say the tournao-
ment is expected to at-
fract some 500,000 visitors
fo the Philadelphia region
located between Wash-
ingtfon and New York split
evenly between U.S. visitors
and those from abroad.
The soccer showcase will
bring a $700 million boost
to the area, according to
Econsult.

“Philadelphia is a hard-
working, gritty city, a blue-
collar city, and we take a
lot of pride in that,” said
Meg Kane, the Philadel-
phia Soccer 2026 host city
executive.

“While we have the arts
and culture... we also
have all of the restaurants
and the food and bever-
age experiences that can
meet any price point,” she
added.

“It allows for so many dif-
ferent people, socio-ec-
onomically, to be able to
have a World Cup experi-
ence here.”

While Philadelphia will host
six games at its reconfig-
ured NFL venue, conclud-
ing a Round of 16 match
on July 4, Kane said the
city was a viable fan base
through the end of the
tfournament.

The journey from Philly to
the New Jersey stadium
hosting the final “is often-
times amuch... easierroute
to travel” than from even
Manhattan, she said.]
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Jerome Powell: Fed chair who stood up to Trump set to finish
tenure on top

Washington, United States
U.S. Federal Reserve Chair
Jerome Powell, a soft-spo-
ken central banker who
chooses his words carefully,
is perhaps an unlikely can-
didate to become one of
the few figures who have
stood up to President Don-
ald Trump.

Nevertheless, after months
of insults, abuse and pres-
sure to lower interest rates,
Powell on Wednesday will
address what is likely his last
press conference as Fed
chief where he is seen by
many as having prevailed
over the browbeating Re-
publican.

In a statement in Janu-
ary, Powell revealed that
Trump's Justice Depart-
ment had opened an un-
precedented investigation
infto him and the Fed over
cost overruns related to
building renovations.

At the time, he warned
the probe should “be seen
in the broader context of
the administration’s threats
and ongoing pressure.”
Now, almost four months
later, the tables have
tfurned dramatically.

The Justice Department
said Friday it would drop
the probe, which was seen
as part of a wider effort

L

Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell speaks during a press conference following the Federal
Open Markets Committee meeting at the Federal Reserve on April 29, 2026 in Washington, DC.

fo pressure the Fed after
Trump attempted to unseat
Fed Governor Lisa Cook
over mortgage fraud alle-
gations.

A key Republican senator
had vowed not to clear the
president’s nominee to re-
place Powell, Kevin Warsh,
unless the investigation was
over.

Powell, too, said in March
he would not leave the Fed
board where his term as
a governor, but not chair,
concludes in January 2028

-- as long as the probe was
ongoing.

The fact that Powell felt the
need to respond forcefully
in January conveyed “just
how serious the issue is,”
said Jason Furman, a top
economic adpviser to for-
mer US president Barack
Obama.

Now, all eyes will be on
Powell on Wednesday tfo
see if he will choose to con-
finue on the board past his
time as chair, a move that
would be unusual but not
unprecedented. It would

also deny Trump an ad-
ditional nomination to the
powerful committee.

“We continue to believe
he is more likely than not to
remain on the Board,” said
EY-Parthenon chief econo-
mist Gregory Daco. “The
rationale is institutional con-
finuity, not polifics.”

- Praise and criticism -

Powell, a 73-year-old for-
mer investment banker,
took the helm at the Fed in
2018 after he was tapped
by Trump to replace Janet

Yellen. It was Trump's first
presidency.

Powell then  withstood
months of withering attacks
from Trump for raising inter-
est rates.

When Covid-19 took hold
in 2020, the Fed rapidly
slashed its benchmark rate
to zero and rolled out new
support measures, moves
that helped to prevent a
more severe economic
downturn.

His fenure won him praise
and criticism from all sides
as he maintained the cen-
fral bank’s independence.
Over that tumultuous pe-
riod, Powell, who is also
called “Jay,” managed to
forge consensus among
the diverse members of the
Fed's rate-setting commit-
tee.

In 2021, the wealthy Re-
publican with no formal
economics fraining was
nominated by Democratic
President Joe Biden to lead
the Fed for a second term.
He proceeded to oversee
a series of sharp rate hikes
in 2022 to curb surging in-
flation after the pandemic,
before beginning fo cau-
fiously lower rates again
in 2024 and 2025 as he
eyed the price effects from
Trump’'s sweeping new
tariffs.

Trump says U.S. has ‘a shot’ at crewed Moon landing before
presidency ends

Washington, United States
U.S. President Donald
Trump on Wednesday said
he believes NASA has a
good chance of returning
astronauts fo the Moon's
surface before he leaves
the White House at the
start of 2029.

Asked if he thought the
US space agency would
achieve the goal during his
second term, Trump said,
“Oh, we have a shot at it.”
“I mean, we don't like to
say ‘definitely,’ because
then you say, ‘oh, we
failed,”” he added.

But “I think we have a
good shot,” the Republi-

can president emphasized
while welcoming to the
Oval Office the four Arte-
mis Il asfronauts who re-
cently returned from a frip
around the Moon.

The four astronauts Ameri-
cans Reid Wiseman, Victor
Glover, Christina Koch and
Canadian Jeremy Han-
sen who carried out that
mission earlier this month
fraveled further into space
than anyone before.

It was also the first crewed
journey around the Moon
in more than 50 years.

The United States is target-
ing a lunar landing in 2028.
But experts have voiced
skepfticism that the lunar

landers being developed
by SpaceX and Blue Origin
companies owned by bil-
lionaires Elon Musk and Jeff
Bezos respectively will be
ready in time.

NASA administrator Jared
Isaacman, who was at the
White House for Wednes-
day’'s event, tfold Trump
that "we have an achiev-
able plan to go back to
the Moon.”

China is forging ahead
with its own effort, target-
ing 2030 to put astronauts
on the lunar surface.
Trump on Wednesday
meanwhile jokingly asked,
“is a president allowed to
go up on one of these mis-

sionse”
“We can get working on
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it Mr President,” Isaacman
replied.d

U.S. President Donald Trump greets the Artemis Il astronauts, pilot
Victor Glover, mission specialist Christina Koch, commander
Reid Wiseman and mission specialist Jeremy Hansen of CSA
(Canadian Space Agency), in the Oval Office of the White
House on April 29, 2026 in Washington, DC.
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Anxiety, resentment around Al spur violence against tech’s

figureheads

New York, United States
Several proponents of arti-
ficial intelligence (Al) have
become the victims of vio-
lent acts in recent days,
reflecting the existential
dread around the emerg-
ing technology and the

public’'s growing resent-
ment fowards ifs advo-
cates.

Bilionaire OpenAl CEO Sam
Alfman is among the most
prominent, with someone
throwing a Molofov cock-
tail at his home on April
10. A suspect, 20-year-old
Daniel Moreno-Gama, has
been arrested.

But the violence extends
beyond Silicon Valley's elite
to include local policymak-
ers, like Ron Gibson, a city
councilmember in India-
napolis who had 13 bullefs
shot through his front door
after expressing support for
a data center constfruction
project.

Those behind the April 6 at-
tack also left a note read-
ing “No Data Centers.”
“Anxiety about emerg-
ing technologies is nothing
new,” said researcher Nirit
Weiss-Blatt, whose Substack
newsletter “Al Panic” cov-
ers the growing hostility fo-
wards artificial intelligence.
“With Artificial Intelligence,
though, it feels more ex-

——
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An image depicting OpenAl’'s CEO Sam Altman is displayed outside the Ronald V. Dellums
Federal Building on April 27, 2026 in Oakland, California.

freme,” she added, noting
that Moreno-Gama was
radicalized through the
' Al existential risk’ rhetoric”
rather than its employment
or environmental impacts.
“We need to have a broad-
er discussion about how
the ‘extinction risk’ rhetoric
radicalizes the most vulner-
able individuals,” Weiss-
Blatt said.

“The fact that some edges
justify violent acfts is very
froubling, and it needs to
be condemned as strongly

as possible.”

The atftacks against Al fig-
ureheads have no demon-
strable ties to one anofther,
nor do they claim affiliation
with any shared organizo-
fion.

But Mauro Lubrano, a lec-
turer in International Re-
lations at the University
of Bath, said calling such
actors lone wolves “is ac-
tually not that accurate,
because these groups are
embedded in some sort of
digital ecosystem.”
Lubrano connects the re-

cent string of violence to
the vandalism of Tesla vehi-
cles and dealerships in 2025
in response to founder Elon
Musk's work with the ad-
ministration of US President
Donald Trump.

The recent reports of vio-
lence have led to an in-
creased demand for physi-
cal protection among tech
companies.

“In recent months, we've
definitely seen a clear up-
fick,” said Rory Moran, who
oversees executive security

at United Security, Inc.
“These Al and fechnology
companies, especially the
big ones, they're always in
the news, and when that
happens... we're going to
see an uptick in interest in
potential attacks,” he add-
ed.

- ‘Violence will not help’ -
The response to the vio-
lence on the Internet has
been less panicked.

Many commentators on
platforms like TikTok have
downplayed or justified the
aftacks, comparing those
involved to Luigi Mangione,
the suspect behind the
murder of UnitedHealth-
care CEO Brian Thompson
in 2024.

But some organizations
advocating for limiting Al
expansion, such as Pause
Al and Stop Al, now worry
they will be associated
with endorsing violent acts
against Al proponents.
Dean Ball, a former Al pol-
icy advisor for the Trump
administration, wrote in a
post on X: “The rhetoric of
the pause/stop crowd is
out of confrol and it has
gotten worse with time.”
“This rhetoric always had
the potential fo cause vio-
lence and now this seems
to be no longer hypotheti-
cal,” he added.]

Uber adds hotel booking in push to become ‘everything app’

New York, United States
Uber on Wednesday un-
veiled a new feature allow-
ing users to book a hotel
room directly from its app,
the latest step in its push to
become a one-stop shop
for everyday needs.

The company had already
broadened its ambitions
in 2014 with the launch of
Uber Eats, which started as
a food delivery service be-
fore expanding into wider
shopping, from cosmetics
to electronics.

The San Francisco-based
company will now let users
book hotel rooms through
the app via a partner-
ship with fravel site Expe-
dia, which lists more than
700,000 properties. The tie-

up also envisions eventual-
ly adding short-term rentals
from the Vrbo platform.

The hotel booking tool

works much like other trav-
el sites, with search, maps,

and filters for price, ameni-
ties, and guest ratings. Us-
ers can pay with card de-
tails already saved in the
app. “We're no longer just
an app for rides, or even

The Uber company logo is seen in the Falchi Building on June

26, 2024 in New York City.

two apps, or family of apps
for both rides and eats.
Uber is now an app for ev-
erything,” chief executive
Dara Khosrowshahi said at
a presentation on Wednes-
day in New York.

“Together, we can reduce
the number of steps, we
can save people time and
money,” Expedia chief Ari-
ane Gorin added.

The move reflects a broad-
er tfrend toward apps that
handle many aspects of
daily life -- a model long es-
tablished in China, where
platforms like WeChat and
Alipay bundle together
payments, bookings, mes-
saging, and much more.
Rival Airbnb has been on
a similar path. The home-

renfal  company intro-
duced bookable local
activities back in 2016 and
last summer added on-
demand personal services
such as haircuts and mas-
sages, while also launching
its own ride-hailing option.
Elon Musk has outlined
similar ambitions for X, the
social network formerly
known as Twitter, and has
said a banking feature is
on the way.

On the Al front, Uber said
users will soon be able
to ask the app to plan a
week of meals, generate a
shopping list, and arrange
delivery allin one go.

A voice assistant is also in
the works, letting people
navigate the app through
natural conversation.]
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Australian climber on record sea-to-

summit Everest bid

Gaskell shows Australian climber Oliver Foran (R) trekking in
Kothe at Makalu Barun National Park in Nepal.

Kathmandu, Nepal

Among the hundreds of
climbers hoping to scale
Everest this season, 27-year-
old Australian Oliver Foran
began his journey far away,
cycling and then walking
all the way from the sea.

Foran is seeking to break
the 67-day “sea-to-summit”
record, first pedaling 1,150
kilometers (715 miles) from
the warm waves of the Bay
of Bengal in India to Nepal
and now frekking to the icy
8,849-mefre  (29,032-foof)
peak.

“I always wanted to climb
Mount Everest, but | want-
ed to do it in a special
way,"” Foran told AFP by
telephone on a break from
his long hike upwards to
Everest Base Camp, and
then to the highest place
on Earth.

It is also a deeply personal
journey, with Foran rais-
ing funds for youth mental
health.

The former real estate
agent climbed his first
major mountain, Nepal's
6,189-metre  (20,305-foot)
Island Peak, in 2024.

He then summited
6,812-metre  (22,349-foot)

Ama Dablam last year.

He hopes Everest will be his
first 8,000-metre mountain.
He has been training cy-
cling, exercising and work-
ing on his breathing for the
past six months to build en-
durance for the alfitude.

- ‘Unique’ -

The sea-to-summit is a rare
feat, first completed by
another  Australian, Tim
Macartney-Snape, in 1990.
Macartney-Snape  spent
three months walking from
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sea level to the Everest
summitf, and it was his doc-
umentary that sparked the
idea for Foran.

The current record is held
by South Korean climb-
er Kim Chang-ho, who
walked and then kayaked
the Ganges River, cycled
to Nepal and then trekked
up fo the base camp in
2013, five years before his
death on another moun-
tain.

Foran aims to slash a week
off that record and reach
the summit in 60 days.

“Itis a challenging task and
a unique one,” said Gelje
Sherpa, his lead guide and
expedition organizer at
AGA Adventures.

“There are so many facili-
ties and options to summit
Everest in a record time
now, but he is using only his
own human power. That is
big.”

Foran cycled across India
and Nepal in the first 16
days, navigating sweltering
hot plains before steep, re-
lentless hills.

He said he is driven by
“something bigger” than
himself, the memory of his
teenage grief when his
mother died of brain can-
cer.

“l didn't know how to pro-
cess if... Life on the outside
looked pretty good, but in-
side | was just emptier than
ever,” he said.

The unresolved grief
reached a breaking point
seven years later.

Foran said he had “made
up my mind that that was
it" but a call to a friend
proved life-saving.

“I made the decision then
that... if | ever got the op-
portunity fo stop some-
body else from getting fo
that point or to give them
another way, | would,” he
said.(
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People stand close to a stranded humpback whale in the
Wismarer Bucht bay of the Baltic Sea off the island of Poel,
northern Germany, close to the village of Faehrdorf-Hof, on
April 28, 2026.

Boat carrying stranded
whale ‘Timmy’ reaches
Denmark

Berlin, Germany

A special barge carrying a humpback whale that was
stfranded in Germany had entered Danish waters by
Wednesday afternoon and is expected to reach the
North Sea in two days, local officials said.

The whale, dubbed “Timmy” by German media, was
coaxed into the vessel in a last-ditch rescue attempt on
Tuesday after a weeks-long sfruggle for survival on the
Baltic Sea coast.

The ship Fortfuna B, which is towing the barge, was lo-
cated between the islands of Langeland and Lolland in
southeastern Denmark at around 1400 GMT, according
to the VesselFinder website.

“If everything goes well, he'll be in the North Sea in two
days. The very worst is already behind him now,” Till
Backhaus, environment minister for the state of Meck-
lenburg-Western Pomerania, told the Bild daily.
Speaking to reporters on the island of Poel, where the
whale was most recently stranded, Backhaus said the
animal was “doing well” and had made sounds during
the night.

Backhaus thanked rescuers for their “wonderful” effort
in “an exceptional situation that is hardly comparable
anywhere in the world in this form”.

The whale had been struggling for more than a month
around the German coast, getting stuck on sandbanks
and then managing to free itself again several fimes.
At the start of April, officials gave up on frying to rescue
the animal, saying they believed it could not be saved.
But this triggered an outfcry and authorities were per-
suaded to approve a privately financed rescue plan
proposed by two wealthy entrepreneurs.

The barge idea was hatched after their initial attempt
to save the whale with inflatable cushions and pon-
toons was unsuccessful..]
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Wild Balkan berries keep

o

Vranje, Serbia

As he threaded his way
through the scrub in Ser-
bia’s southern hills, Slobo-
dan Velickovic stopped
fo inspect the small indigo
berries that have made the
Balkans a key part of the
global gin industry.
Although sfill months from
the autumn harvest, the
34-year-old picker  who
has collected juniper here
since childhood expertly
plucks an almost ripe berry
from the bush.

“Strong aroma, beautiful
taste,” he told AFP as he
chewed the fruit.

In Serbia, juniper is not
farmed but gathered from
wild bushes by hand.
Growing over a wide range
of the northern hemisphere,
the hardy plant thrives on
rocky slopes and in harsh
condifions where few oth-
ers can survive.

Despite that resilience, the
presence of juniper has de-
clined in parts of Europe in
recent decades particular-
ly in lowland areas where it
once grew, under pressure
from climate change, over-
grazing and habitat loss.
For pickers like Velickovic,
the increasing variability of
weather extremes also im-
pacts the harvest in his re-
gion.

gin t
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the southern Serbian city of Vranje on April 15, 2026.

“It depends on the year
whether it's dry or rainy.
Those condifions affect
quality,” he said a shift that
can affect flavour during
distillation.

- Changing harvest condi-
tions -

But for Balkan producers,
pressures elsewhere also of-
fer opportunity.

“In conditions of reduced
yields in parts of Western

Europe, the Balkans are
increasingly positioning
themselves as an alter-

native source of supply,”
Serbia’s chamber of com-
merce said.

Serbia, with a long fradition
of juniper picking, exports
around 1,000 tonnes of juni-
per annually, according to
the chamber.

“The quality in the Balkans is
exceptional,” said Tommy
Haughton of Beacon Com-
modities, a global juniper
wholesaler.

Haughton said the region

offers larger volumes at
lower prices than other
sources, including Italy,

aste steady as climate shifts

Juniper berry picker Slobodan Velickovic inspects berries on bushes scattered across hills near

with long-standing supply
networks built over genera-
fions.

But he warned that hotter
summers and fewer very
cold winters could affect
future harvests, while for-
est fires can restrict access
to picking areas and taint
berries with smoke.

- Flavour should be consis-
tent -

A rainy harvest can also
pose a challenge for gin-
makers frying to maintain
flavour.

“As gin distillers, our entire
business is built around you
having a product that's
the same yesterday as it
was tfoday,” said Matthew
Pauley, a researcher at
the International Cenire
for Brewing and Distilling at
Heriot-Watt University.

Rain during harvest can
force berries to be me-
chanically dried with hot
alir.

This process can alter the
volatile compounds in the
berries, affecting what is
later extracted during distil-
lation and, in turn, the flo-
vour, according fo Pauley’s
research.

As a result, distillers might
need fo source juniper from
other regions or, in extreme
cases, modify a recipe.

“If we're doing our job
properly, there should be
no difference,” he said.

- Centuries of experience -
Protecting the taste in the
glass falls to distillers like
Ivan Lakatos, who runs a
craft gin producer in the
Serbian village of Belegis.
“The quality of juniper
doesn’t depend on the size
of the berry itself, but on
the intensity of its flavour,
where it was picked,” he
said, as vapours rise from a
copper still in the basement
behind him.J

Japan cleaner goes viral with spa-like service for plushies

Fuefuki, Japan

A worn-out Pikachu plush-
ie, tired teddy bear or
stained stuffed animal can
all get a new lease on life
at a Japanese laundry ser-
vice making beloved toys
squeaky clean again.
Masakazu  Shimura, a
cleaning professional with
three decades of experi-
ence, gave one stuffed
Pokemon already in good
condition a steam shower,
carefully brushing it after
a gentle bubble scrub, al-
most as if caring for a new-
born baby.

Videos of the meticulous
care the cuddly toys re-
ceive at his workplace,
Cleaning Yonmarusan,
have mesmerised plushy
fans on social media,
awarding the high-end
fabric care viral fame and

attracting customers from
around the world.

Relying on his expertise
and experience cleaning
everything from dress shirts
fo camping tents, Shimura
washes and restores the
delicate fabric of soft toys.

—

“While hand-washing, |
carefully feel what kind of
material it is and assess the
condifion of the material
and so on, gently massag-
ing it with my hands as |
wash it,” he told AFP.

Shimura is among a dozen

In this picture taken on April 27, 2024, dry-cleaning professional
Masakazu Shimura cleans a soft toy at the facility of Cleaning
Yonmarusan in Fuefuki city of Yamanashi Prefecture.

certified cleaning profes-
sionals at Yonmarusan,
a regional chain in Ya-
manashi, west of Tokyo.

While the firm has been
cleaning soft foys for
decades, business has
boomed thanks to viral so-
cial media posts in recent
years on the back of a
Gen Z adoration for plush-
ies and Japan's love for
everything cute and cud-
dly.

Today, the service cleans
more than 10,000 soft toys
every year, compared to
roughly 1,200 annually a
decade ago.

And some people even
“come to Japan specifical-
ly for the purpose of having
their soft toys cleaned”,
said Hisako Mori, the firm’s
public relations manager.

“While the cleaning is be-
ing done, they enjoy trav-
elling around Japan. Af the
end of their trip, they pick
up their stuffed animals be-
fore heading home.”
Shimura said some cli-
entfs wish to keep specific
scratches or scribbles on
their toys, as those marks
sometimes carry precious
memoaories.

“These items hold special
memories. That's frue for
clothing as well, but even
more so for stuffed animals,
which we recognise our
customers see as members
of the family,” he said.

“It's a process where we
fruly cannot let our guard
down... When our custom-
ers are happy with the re-
sults, that's really the mo-
mentwhen we feel astrong
sense of fulfilment.”Q
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BE'L GIAN B'STF?Q

L’AVENUE

—ARUBA —

AUTHENTIC BELGIAN
FOOD & BEERS

WWW.LAVENUEARUBA.COM

. G

Don’t miss out on L'Avenue’s Early Bird Special!

(Oranjestad)—Up to grab an early dinner after a day
of shopping or cruising? Take advantage of L'Avenue’s
Early Bird Special, and experience their innovative twist
of traditional Belgian cuisine!

Located in a cozy nook at The Cove Mall—a short walk-
ing distance from the Holiday Inn and Paseo Herencia,
this Belgian and French bistro offers a delicious and rich
menu available through lunch and dinner from 11am fo
10pm. Enjoy your lunch and/or dinner in a cool, air-con-
ditioned interior area of the restaurant, accompanied
by the warm lights and chic design that emphasizes the
restaurant’s laid-back, yet sophisticated ambience.

Lunch includes a variety of sandwiches—with a healthy
selection of bread opftions—if you're going for a light
meal, but just like their dinner selection, also includes

steak, chlcken, fISh, and even mussels
and rabbit if you're craving a bit more of
L'Avenue’s exquisite menu. And let’s not
forget their wide selection of Belgian beer
and European wine fo complete the tasty
experience!

But that's not alll L' Avenue is offering their
guests their Early Bird Special, available

land.

OPEN EVERY DAY

LUNCH - DINNER
COUPON

1 FREE
BELGIAN BEER

WITH ENTREE

LOCATED IN THE COVE, PALM BEACH, ARUBA

every day from 4pm fo 7pm EnJoy this af-
fordable and delectable 3-course meal
special at a comfortable price of $32 per
guest, including a glass of house wine.

L'Avenue honors and takes pride in serv-
ing the traditional Belgian and French flo-
vors, but does not shy away from offering
a flexible menu for their guests’ needs.
That's right, L’Avenue also offers to cater
for their guests’ dietary restrictions, mak-
ing sure that each guest gets well taken
care ofl

More information

L'Avenue is situated at The Cove Mall in
Palm Beach and is open every day from
1Tam fo 10pm for lunch and dinner. To
book a reservation or ask for more infor-
mation, please contact their phone line
at +297 6996400, send an e-mail info@
lavenuearuba.com, or visit their website
at lavenuearuba.com]

ORANJESTAD — You are back and we
would like to porirait you! By inviting
you to send us your favorite vacation
picture while enjoying our Happy Is-

Last but not least: check out our web-
site, Instfagram and Facebook page!
Thank you for supporting our free
newspaper, we strive to make you a
happy reader every day again.

For today we received a lovely mes-
sage from Dudley and Sarah Gwali-
ney from Raleigh, North Carolina.
They wrote to us saying: “Aruba to us
is about the resilience of the people
here. This photo was taken on a sun-
set sail in September 2020. We came
back to the island as soon as we could
after the pandemic had begun. We
were amazed af the welcome we re-
ceived and the determination of the
Aruban people to get through this
fime.”

Thank you for sending us this wonderful
message sharing what Aruba means
to you with us and our readers!]

Complete the sentence: Aruba to
meis ....... Send your picture with that
text (including your name and where
you are from) to: news@arubatoday.
com and we will publish your vaca-
fion memory. Isn't that a special way
to keep your best moments alive?
Please do note: By submitting photos,
text or any other materials, you give
permission fo The Aruba Today News-
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and
any of its affiliated companies to use
said materials, as well as names, like-
ness, etc. for promotional purposes
without compensation.
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Celebrating Forty Years — Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all Qualified Club Members

BONUS
D @O

= THURSDAY!

G/A(eamkm Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

Bonus 4-Card BINGO

starting at 1pm!

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play

$1,500 fn Gash Prfizes

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $200
Additional $500 Cash Prize in our

Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you

CASINO AND SHOPS

Floy Respansibly. Yisit werw.gombl ¥

purchase your card before noon!

s.orgif youor

Beaches for the whole family to enjoy!

(Oranjestad)—One of the
biggest concerns that par-
ents have when traveling
with their children is a guar-
antee of their safety and
healthy enjoyment. There-
fore, we thought it would
be a great help to travel-
ing parents to list off some
the most family-friendly
beaches around the island.

Baby Beach in San Nicolas
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s
most popular and visited
beaches, and for goodrea-
son: This sandy and quiet
lagoon is a great place for
parents to sit back and re-
lax while their children play
in the shallow shores of the
beach. Beside the relaxing
atmosphere, there are also
several services that may
accommodate your stay,
like a parking lot, sun tent
rentals, chairs, bathrooms
and a snack bar right at
the far left of the beach.

Mangel Halto in Pos Chiqg-

vito

Mangel Halto is situated
in the back streets of Pos
Chiquito. Though there are
several stairs on the sides
of the beach cliff leading
you down, the best spof
for families to hang out is
across the bridge, passed

AL

the mangrove frees near
the enfrance sign. Here,
there are small and big
palapas, perfect for big
and small families to set
up their belongings. In this
areaq, the shore is also shal-
low, falling right around
your knee before slowly

you knaw has o gombling problem.

getting deeper: perfect for
kids to safely play.

Eagle Beach/Palm Beach

Yet another highly popular
beach sites, Eagle Beach
and Palm Beach is where
most of our visitors go fo
tan, swim or play in the

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

white sand. Because they
are near the low-rise and
high-rise hotel areas, these
beaches are the most ac-
cessible for visitors on foof.
These beaches also offer
many palapas free to use,
but you can also rent chairs
and tents. Much like Baby
Beach, these sites are one
of the best beaches for
your children to play and
build sand castles.

Boca Catalina in Malmok
Boca Catalina is a small
bay beach near the Mal-
mok beach area further
down the hotel areacs.

Though it may not be a
very sandy beach, it is rel-
afively quiet and tfranquil.
This is a great place for
family fo lay down a big
blanket and have a little
picnic. This is also one of
the best places to snorkel,
as this area is filled with little
fish and corals, even close
to the shore.[]

Enjoy one of the best views on Aruba at the top of the Hooiberg Hill

(Oranjestad) If you are
a regular hiker, or may-
be want to spice up your
morning work out session,
then you might enjoy one
of the most popular climb-
ing sites on the island: The
Hooiberg Hill. Accompa-
nied with a é00-step stair-
case, this hill overlooks a
great part of the island, the
Caribbean sea, and some-
times even the Santa Anna
mountain located in the
coastal state of Falcon in
Venezuela, providing one
of the best views you can

get on Aruba.

located at the center dis-
frict of the island, Santa
Cruz, the Hooiberg Hill is
the second highest point
on the island at 165 meters
above sea level (or about
540 feet above sea level).
The highest point is Ja-
manota Hill at 189 meters
(620 feet), located in the
Arikok National Park.

The staircase that run on
the side of the hill was first
built in 1951, when Mr. Edu-

ardo Tromp constructed it.
At that time, the staircase
consisted of 900 steps.
Over time, as the steps
faced erosion, the govern-
ment decided to renovate
these stairs in 1991. This
new project delivered the
newer staircase with only
587 steps. However, don't
be fooled it may sfill be a
work out to get on top. In
addition, there is now a
gazebo placed halfway
up the stair for a little rest.
The view at this resting stop
is also a sight fo see.

hill would be early in the course open all day, every
morning or right before day.d
sunset, as it may not be as
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Papiamento words and phra

(Oranjestad)—Aruba is
a melting pot of different
nationalities, cultures and
languages. Primarily for this
reason, the average Aruban
can understand and speak
Dutch, English and Spanish
relatively well. However, as
much as we pride ourselves
in being able to communi-
cate with almost everyone,
we cherish our native tongue
Papiamento above all else.
Want to learn some common
words in our language? Here
are a few basic words and
phrases that can get you a
hat tip from an Aruban.

When you arrive at the air-
port in Aruba, one of the
first words in Papiamento
you may encounter is “Bon
bini.” Bon biniin Papiamen-
to means welcome, and is
probably the most famous
Papiamento word for tour-
ists.

Hi! Bye!

To be fair, there is no unique
way o say “hello” in Papia-
mento—at least not offi-
cially. We often just use the
English “hello” or *hey”, or
Dutch *hallo” to greet some-
one. We do however, always
follow it up with “con bay?2”
or “con tag” Con bay is a
shortened version of “con

- Ap‘.':.'!.'

ta bay?2”, which essentially
means “how are you?e”

The word “con” in Papia-
mento means “how?"” andis
pronounced with arounder
“0" sounds, like in the English
word “cone”. "Ta bay" refers
to how you are doing.

When we say goodbye, we
use the word “ayo” (not like
the Ayo Rock Formation, but
also...kinda?2). We may also
use “te oro”, which means
“see you later”.

AR
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Greetings during the day
Most, if not all, languages
have different ways to greet
according to the fime of
day, and Papiamento is no
different. Since Papiamento
is heavily influences from Por-
tfuguese and Spanish, some
of these phrases may look
very familiar.

Bon dia is used in the morn-
ing, up to about noon. Bon
dia essentially means good
morning. The word “bon”
means “good”, and while
"dia” does not directly mean

ses you may want to

]
)

“morning” in English, it is used
often to refer to the morning
time.

Bon tardi

In the afternoon to early
evening hours, we use “bon
tardi” to greet people, which
means ‘“good afternoon”.
“Tardi” actually comes
from the word *“atardi”,
which directly translates to
“afternoon”. However, the
shortened “tardi” is used
to keep the rhythm on the
phrase. And the same could
be said for our last greeting

wl

of the day.

Bon nochi.

You guessed it, *bon nochi”
means “good night”. Just
like “tardi”, *nochi” is actu-
ally the shortened version of
the word “anochi”.

Yes...no...maybe?

The affirmative and negative
expression is very simple in
Papiamento. Just like Span-
ish, our yeses are “si" and
our no's are “no". Pretty
easy right? If you want 1o
gain some exira points from
younger locals, you can also
say “se”, whichis a more ca-
sual affrmative used mostly
by the younger generation.
However, do note: some old-
er generations may find this
improper and not respectful,
so keep that in mind.

Thanks man...

Lastly, a word that we can
also say more often is “dan-
ki", which means literally
“thank you". "Danki” is de-
rived from the Dutch word
"bedankt”. Though we don't
really have a translation for
"I appreciate it" in English,
we do use “masha danki” to
convey the message. “Ma-
sha" means “alot” or “very”,
so “masha danki” means
“thank you very much”.[]

Tern season is here, and ACEF is calling for their protection

(ORANJESTAD)—Aruba has
begun to see terns arriv-
ing along its coast to start
their breeding season once
again. An event that hap-
pens every year, the migra-
tion of terns to our island
normally begins in March,
but this year it was observed
that they were already pres-
ent as early as January.

In Aruba, there are ten dif-
ferent species of terns that
normally breed from March
to September every year.

However, ACF has noted
that this year their arrival
came earlier, and by the
end of January a presence
of terns was already being
seen in their breeding ar-
eas. During this season, ten
different species breed at
different times. This is the rea-
son why the season lasts for
more than half a year.

The terns breed mainly in the
Baby Beach area and along
the north coast of Aruba.
Baby Beach is a particularly

special site for terns, since
this is where they carry out
their reproduction rituals. Re-
ferred to as a "discotheque”
by Natasha Silva, the point
of Baby Beach near the
open wateris where a large
group of terns spends the
season searching for their
partner—for life—to repro-
duce.

Terns are very fragile and
easily disturbed, especially
during their reproduction
rituals.

Their nests are divided info
two specific sites on our is-
land. The first is the reefs near
the refinery in San Nicolas.
These reefs become home
fo the terns, where they
lay their nests either on the
sand or in the small bushes
around the reefs. These reefs
are “off-limits” to the pub-
lic; one of the only areas in
Aruba that is completely

protected by law.

The terns also lay eggs along
the north coast of ourisland,
between cliffs and rocks
throughout the area. This is
where they are vulnerable
fo greatfer danger, accord-
ing to ACF. Among these
cliffs, everything is well cam-
ouflaged and cannot eas-
ily be seen, even by people
who are walking or driving
vehicles over the rocks.

The chicks have a natu-
ral behavior to “freeze” in
place when they sense dan-
ger. This puts them af risk of
being stepped on. For this
reason, ACF is making a calll
fo the community and au-
thorities to help protect our
historic birds.

As general advice, ACF
says to keep distance and
be cautious when passing
through areas where terns

are breeding. “If a tern starts
screaming at you, that is a
sign that you are too close
to their nest and eggs,” Silva
explained. These are the
types of signals the Aruba
community needs to be
aware of.

So once again, a call goes
out to the entire community
of Aruba: Let’s protect our
terns during an important
season for them. Educate
yourself and others about
the birds, stay alert to harm-
ful activities near nests, and
share information with ACF if
you notice anything unusual
in nafure. Together we can
care for and strengthen our
natfure, and that begins with
education.

Aruba Conservation Foun-
datfion (ACF) can be
reached by phone at 585-
1234 or by email at info@
acf.aw(l
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Fruit Loose & Veggie Boost
Aruban fruits and vegetables

Fresh fruits make a tropical
holiday’s picture complete.
Whether you see the man-
go’s hanging in the trees or
the fresh fruit cocktail on the
side table of your pool bed,
the link is there: you are in
the tropics. Aruba grows
her own fruits and veggies
and there are some pretty
out-of-space local species
you may never had heard
of, but really healthy and
delicious.

Mispel

This is a fruit with a charac-
ter (5-10 cm/2-4 inches).
It does not ripe until it is
picked or falls off the tree.
Mispel is hard with a sand-
paper like texture when
immature, soft and juicy
when ripe. It's fechnically
a berry, but contains a skin
similar to that of a kiwi. It's
grainy and sweet, with a
light, musky flavor. The sap
or gum from the free is also
a source of ‘chicle’ the
original ingredient used to
make chewing gum. Rich

in  fannins, antioxidants
shown fo contfain anti-in-
flammatory compounds,

and vitamin C, essential for
healthy immune function.
Season: year- round.

Kenepa

Ovoid green fruit that
grows in bunches on trees
up to 30m high. The fruit is
related to the lychee and
have fight, thin but rigid
skins. Inside the skin is the

tart, tangy, or sweet pulp
of the fruit covering a large
seed. The pulp is usually
cream or orange colored.
Kenepa strengthens the
immune system, and pre-
vents the reproduction of
bacteria and viruses in the
body. This fruit is highly rec-
ommended to treat lung
infections and urinary tract
infections. It also helps to
cure insomnia and rejuve-
nates the nervous system.
Season: the fruit typically
ripen during the summer.

Druif

There is no chance you
did not bump into one of
the sea grape trees while
spending your vacation on
Aruba. The sea grape plant
is offen used in ocean-side
landscaping in sandy soail
right on the beach and it
produces clusters of fruit
that resemble grapes. Are
sea grapes edible? Yes,
they are. Animals enjoy sea
grapes and humans can
eat them as well, and they
are used to make jam. They
contain very low calories
and sugar, enabling good
bacterium to digest food
and excrete waste quickly
which is effective in pre-
venting constipation. Seo-
son: Sep-Oct.

Shimarucu

Maybe Aruba’'s most popu-
lar wild fruit free. You may
have noticed cars at the
side of the road and peo-
ple picking those red ber-
ries. Well, that’s Shimarucu.
The local habit to stop for
these delicious fruits goes
from generation to genera-
tion. Its fruit's degree of sour
depends on the amount
of rain it gets. Red Shimao-
rucus fend to taste bet-

ter than orange. The fruit
has super power: a frue
vitamin bomb. Adults only
need to eat 3-4 of these
berries to meet their daily
recommended amount of
Vitamin C. Season: Rainy
months (Oct-Jan).

Tamarind

A delicious, sweet fruit that
has a wide variety of uses
and applications, both for
medicinal and culinary pur-
poses. It is a medium-sized
bushy tree with evergreen
leaves and fruit that devel-
ops in pods characterized
by long, brown shells. In-
side is a sticky, fleshy, juicy
pulp, which is the Tamarind
fruit. Both sweet and sour
in taste, the fruit contains a
significant level of vitamin
C, as well as vitamin E, B vi-
tamins, calcium, iron, phos-
phorous, potassium, man-
ganese, and dietary fiber.
There are also a number of
organic compounds that
make tamarind a power-
ful antioxidant and anti-in-
flammatory agent. Season:
March.

When it comes to veggies
the island certainly offers
a home-grown selection.
They taste delicious and
have their specific talents
to boost your immune sys-
tem.

Concomber chiquito

This is a sort of local squash,
but looks like a cucumber
with prickly skin. The taste
however is bitterer than the
cucumber and the vegeta-
ble is smaller in size but big-
ger in width. Inside is a soft,
fleshy pulp and seeds, just
like the cucumber. Con-

comber chiquito is grown
in the island and used in

salads and ‘stoba’ (stew)
or on its own in vinegar. The
veggie contains multiple B
vitamins, including vitamin
B1, vitamin B5, and vitamin
B7 (biofin). B vitamins are
known fo help ease feel-
ings of anxiety and buffer
some of the damaging ef-
fects of stress. Additionally
this veggie is rich in two of
the most basic elements
needed for healthy diges-
tion: water and fiber. Seo-
son: year- round.

Yambo

Family of Okra, also known
as ‘lady’s fingers': a green
flowering plant. Okra be-
longs to the same plant
family as hibiscus and coft-
ton. A classic favorite dish
in Aruba is Sopi di yambo.
It has long been favored as
a food for the health-con-
scious. It contains potas-
sium, vitamin B, vitamin C,
folic acid, and calcium. It's
low in calories and has a
high dietary fiber content.
Recently, a new benefit of
including okra in your diet
is being considered. Okra
has been suggested to
help manage blood sugar
in cases of type 1, type 2,
and gestational diabetes.
Season: year-round.

Bonch'i Cunucu

A long, small bean, boiled
for a side dish or snack.
Long beans have a chewy,
crunchy texture-more so
than snap beans—-and a
flavor reminiscent of the dry
navy bean or asparagus.
Besides stir-fry, soups and
salads, the long bean is a
good choice for stewing,
braising (fo remain chewy
and firm), sautéing, shal-
low frying, and deep fry-
ing. With cooking, the long
bean’s bean flavor intensi-

O-cam ] ol e ral '”.i )
fies. Long beans are low in
calories, about 45 calories
per cup, and rich in vitamin
A and also contain vitamin
C and potassium. Season:

year-round.

Pampuna

In the endless summer of
Caribbean living we only
have to concern ourselves
with a wet season and a
dry season. Sfill we do in-
dulge heavily in the plea-
sures of pumpkin and enjoy
Caribbean pumpkin reci-
pes year round. A popular
dishin Aruba is Sopi di Pom-
puna, don't miss it. This dish
is made of pumpkin soup,
and parsley. Pumpkins are
rich in flavonoid polyphe-
nolic anfioxidants such as
xanthin, lutein and caro-
tenes and also contain vi-
tamins. Pumpkin seeds are
a good source of omega-3
fatty acids, vitamins, miner-
als and proteins. Pumpkins
are used to make desserts,
breads and soups.]
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apostrophes, the length and formation
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, efc.

are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

PYUQ U RQWUJAO QYMIA!

KO UZMCO KOJOUQY FYOWWRB

TDKUBURYM

~ Cryptoquote: A SPOKEN WORD IS
NOT A SPARROW. ONCE IT FLIES OUT, YOU
CAN'T CATCH IT. — RUSSIAN PROVERB

Single letters,
of the words
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba'’s visitors.

Electrical power
1 1

> D

Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply
voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other
establishments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO's infernational
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to
buy boftled water from the
store.

Supermarket hours

Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or
10pm, Monday through

Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

Safety

Since February 2024, Aruba
has been categorized as
the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe.
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SAT
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TUE

CELEBRITY SILHOUTTE
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GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
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WED
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TUE

CARNIVAL HORIZON
GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS
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TUE

20

WED

GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS

ALLURE OF THE SEAS

CARNIVAL VISTA

21

THU

CARNIVAL VENEZIA

ADVENTURE OF THE SEAS
Arrival: 7:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Berth: B

ChRUISE SHIE

Arrival. B:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Barth: C
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Arrival: 08:00 | Departure: 17:00 | Berth: B

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: C

Arrival: 1:59 | Departure: 23:00 | Berth: C

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: B

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Barth: C e

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 23:00 | Barth: C

Arrival: 7:00 | Departure: 16:00 | Berth: |

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: ©

Arrival: 7:00 | Departure: 16:00 | Berth: © g

CARNIVAL HORIZON

TUE

GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS

<

Arrival: B:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: B

Arrival: 8:00 | Departure: 22:00 | Berth: ©

SUDOKU

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.

King Classic Sudoku
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Answer to previous puzzle
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A researcher’s quest to decipher a
4,000-year-old script from Iran

Liege, Belgium

While a modern-day war
has focused the world's at-
fention on Iran, for French
archeologist Francois Des-
set it was a millennia-old
mystery that drew him to
the country.

His quest: to decipher the
4,000-year-old writing sys-
tem of Linear Elamite that
had long been considered
impossible to crack.

“Of all the writing systems
used in Iran, the only one
that is fruly local devel-
oped within the fterritory
we now call Iran is Linear
Elamite,” the 43-year-old
told AFP, at his office at Bel-
gium’s University of Liege.
“All the others cuneiform,
the Arabic alphabet, or
the Greek alphabet were
imported from the west.”
Desset’'s fascination with
the subject was sparked in
2006 when he participated
in excavations in the south

of Iran that unearthed
tablets written in Linear
Elamite.

Made up of 77 signs dia-
monds, curves, and other
geometric patterns  the
writing system comes from
the Bronze Age civilisation
of Elam that long ago van-
ished from the region.
Rediscovered in 1903 by
a French mission explor-
ing the archaeological site
of Susa, it had stumped
experts who only had a
handful of sources to work
with.

For years after his “first
physical encounter”, Des-
set struggled in vain to
make a breakthrough.
“There were so many dead
ends,” he said.

That changed though
when he gained access to
vases covered in the writ-
ing that were held by the
Mahboubian collection
in London, named after a
family of exiled Iranians.

“I was able to access ten
new texts, and the key was
in them,"” he recounted.
“The key to deciphering
a script, as is so often the
case, lies in proper names:
names of places, gods,
kings.”

- ‘Shilhaha’ -
Desset's work has seen him

An Archaemenian clay tablet, in the Elamite scripts, which were
written in cuneiform writing, is shown at Iran’s National Museum

in Tehran, 01 May 2004.

likened to Jean-Francois
Champollion, the famed
French philologist who de-
ciphered ancient Egyptian
hieroglyphs at the start of
the 19th century.

“What did it for Champol-
lion, was the names of rul-
ers, Ptolemy, Cleopatra...
He identified the symbols
that recorded the names
of their names,” Desset ex-

plained.
“My Ptolemy was a ruler
named  Shilhaha, who

reigned around 1950 BC."”
In a sequence of four sym-
bols, he noficed that the
last two were identical, a
repetition that correspond-
ed to the ending of the
name “Shilhaha”.
Following  that  break-
through, Desset now has
been able to work on 45
inscriptions.

Now with the expertise he
has gained he wants to go
back even further and start

fo work on tablefs written
in profo-Elamite, “some of
the oldest written sources
in the world”.

But while Desset’s research
takes him back thousands
of years in time, the dra-
mas of the present conflict
are inescapable.

At a time when US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
threatened send  Iran
“back to the Stone Ages”,
Desset hopes that his work
can help highlight the
country’s long and rich cul-
tural history.(1

House for sale

Under construction

Moko Noord

Lease land :( (371,191 sq feet)
Construction: 1022,571 sq feet)
Laundry room :(430,556 sq feet
Pool :( 32,292 sq feet / 53,82 s
Fence : 2.10 m ( 22,604 sq feet
Price :$530,000 turn key finish
July Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS

To all time share owners
And condos owners

Want to sell ?

Contact us

40 years in business
011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 1/2 bath

4 th floor ocean view

Price :$1,350,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Aruba live

Noord 10 min drive

To eagle beach / palm beach
2 BR 2 bath $385,000

1 BR 1 Bath $ 285,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House For Sale
Savaneta ocean front

1 BR 1 Bath

Price :$1,000,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Savaneta ocean front

2 bedroom 2 bath

Price :$ 2,000,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Mangel Halto

2 min walk to mangel halto
beach

3 BR 2 BR Ocean view
11848,302 sq feet lease land
Price :$900,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf club

Palm Beach

Gold season

3 BR 3 Bath sleep 10
Price :$ 30,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Property land

Tanki Leendert

10 min drive to eagle beach
488 m2 (5252,788 sq feet)
To build a house 100m2
(1076,391)

Price :$ 360,675

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Pos Chiquito

5 to 10 min drive to mangel halto
3 BR 2 bath

Lease land 500 m2 ( 5381,955
sq feet)

Price :$390,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
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HEALTH

DOCTOR ON
DUTY

Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 527 4000 Tel. 524 8833

4

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Oduber
Tel. 582 1780

San Nicolas: Seroe Preto
Tel. 584 4833

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850

Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic_588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100 ...
Police Oranjestad 527 3140
Police Noord 527 3200
Police Sta. Cruz 5272900
Police San_Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline . . 1141
Ambulance M ..
FireDept. ...M5 ..
Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

TaxiTas ... 587.5900
Prof. Taxi ... 988 0035
TaxiD.TS. ....287.2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

Aruba Food Bank

el 5880002 i
FAVI- Visually Impaired

Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Against Domestic Violence(FCVR)
Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Jel. 5248888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

GENERAL INFO

Phone Directory  .....Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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‘Godazilla Minus Zero’ will show monster up close, director says

Las Vegas, United States

Godzilla will be closer to au-
diences than ever before in
“"Godzilla Minus Zero,” the

flm's Japanese director '

said.

“I don't think we've ever
been able to get this close
to Godezilla before,” Takashi
Yamazaki told AFP in an in-
terview on the sidelines of
CinemaCon in Las Vegas.
Yamazaki said the legend-
ary monster’s roars as well
as the thunderous sound of
his footsteps will reverber-
ate through theaters in an
unprecedented way.

He said this is thanks to ad-
vancements in cinematic
sound and visual effects
in movie theatres, a place
he described as Godzilla's
natural habitat.

The director who helmed
the 2023 box-office smash
“Godzilla  Minus  One,”
which earned an Oscar
for Best Visual Effects said
bringing audiences back
to the cinema is not a mat-
ter of personal taste but a
responsibility for filmmakers.
“It falls partly on us the film-

JAN'S
Editor

Caribbean Speed Printers N.V.
Aruba Bank N.V.Acc.#332668
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V.

Acc.#23951903
RBCRoyal Bank Acc.#1330772
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il
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Editors
Pilar Flores
Richard Brooks
Angenette Figuereo
Oriana Geerman

Sales

Mark Gomes
Sulaika Croes
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classified@cspnv.com
Distribution and Collection

accounting@bondia.com

Social / Website

Juan Luis Pinto

Weststraat 22
T: 582-7800
E: news@arubatoday.com

W: www.arubatoday.com
3 @ArubaTodayNews

Japanese filmmaker and visual effects supervisor Takashi Yamazaki poses during a photo
session during Cinemacon on April 14, 2026 in Las Vegas, Nevada.

makers to constantly cre-
ate new experiences and
provide reasons for people
to want to go to the movies
and spend theirtime there,”
he said after presenting a
preview of “"Godzilla Minus
Zero” atf the industry’'s an-
nual convention in Las Ve-
Qas.

The new movie, set to hit
US theaters in November,
stars Ryunosuke Kamiki and

Minami Hamabe, and is set
in 1949, two years after the
events of “Minus One.”

The production centers on
the Shikishima family, who,
“at the beginning of the
film, are truly happy.”
“They have finally found a
balance in what it means
fo be a family,” Yamaza-
ki said. “And then, once
again, they are confronted
with utter despair and a
horrific tfragedy.”

The director added that
audiences will be able to
identify with the sheer ef-
fort required to summon
the strength to recover and
find the will to go on living.
For the 61-year-old flmmak-
er, taking on a sequel pre-
senfed specific challenges
chief among them, the task
of outdoing himself.

"'Godzilla Minus One’ was,
forfunately, highly ac-
claimed and has become

one of the most beloved
Godzilla films of all time,”
he said.

“That benchmark has be-
come a new obstacle.
Little did | know | was feed-
ing my enemy,” added the
director.

But the chance to take a
second pass at the monster
gives him the opportunity
to do things he couldn't
last fime around.

“I wasn't able to do every-
thing with ‘Godrzilla Minus
One,'” said Yamazaki. “So,
one of my own new chal-
lenges is to put images and
visuals on the screen that
Nno one has ever seen be-
fore in a kaiju fim.”

In the teaser the director
presented at CinemaCon,
Godzilla is seen face-to-
face with the Statue of Lib-
erty in New York.

The image caused a stir in
the room, but Yamazaki
caufioned that beyond
the expectations the clip
generated  “the film will
feature Japan much more
than people imagine.”
“That scene is very impor-
tant for the character in
the film, and it is a very im-
pressive kind of scene,” he
added.ld

‘The White Lotus’ drafts Laura Dern after Bonham

Carter split

Los Angeles, United States
U.S. actress Laura Dern
has joined the cast of
“The White Lotus,” HBO
announced Tuesday, days
affer Helena Bonham
Carter left the show.

The British star’s departure,
which came shortly after
the new season starfed
flming on the French
Riviera, sparked a frenzy
of infernet speculation

over a glitzy series that has

Laura Dern attends AARP The Magazine's 24th Annual Movies
For Grownups Awards at Beverly Wilshire, A Four Seasons Hotel
on January 10, 20246 in Beverly Hills, California.

become as well known
for its behind-the-scenes
dramas as for its award-
winning on-camera
action.

Bosses at HBO said writer
Mike White was having a
rethink, with the role being
rewritten and recast.

“It had become apparent
that the character which
Mike White created for
Helena Bonham Carter did
not align once on set,” a
statement said.

There were no immediate
details on what kind of
character Dern, 59, will
play in the show, which
typically involves murders,
class fensions and
sumptuous holiday spofs.

The Emmy-winning series is
currently filming primarily

in Cannes and St. Tropez,
as well as Monaco. It will
also include some scenes

in Paris.
The fourth season takes
place against the

backdrop of the Cannes
Film Festival.

Dern joins an all-star
cast that includes British
comedian Steve Coogan,
as well as France’s Vincent
Cassel  ("Black  Swan,”
“Ocean’s Twelve”) and
Heather Graham (“Boogie
Nights” and “Austin
Powers: The Spy Who
Shagged Me.”)

Singer AJ Michalka, and
comedian Kumail Nanjiani
also feature.

Dern and White have
previously worked together
on HBO's “Enlightened”
and the comedy-drama
“Year of the Dog."[l
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WEEKLY SPECIALS

" Beef, Chicken or Shrimp /"
Tacos starting at $15

OPETl HOURS 1050 ArM - 11.00 PI1

® RESTRVATIONS@ THEWESTDECK.COM TEL 567-2667 SPECALS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE.

Wembanyama s Spurs advance in NBA playoffs 76ers stay qllve

New York, United States
The San Antonio Spurs
punched their ticket to the
second round of the NBA
playoffs on Tuesday, lead-
ing wire to wire in a 114-95
victory over the Portland
Trail Blazers.

Victor Wembanyama
scored 17 points, grabbed
14 rebounds and blocked
six shots to help the Spurs
wrap up a 4-1 win in their

best-of-seven Western
Conference first-round se-
ries.

In the East, Philadelphia

star Joel Embiid scored 33
points and handed out
eight assists as the 7éers
fended off elimination with
a 113-97 victory over the
Boston Celfics.

The Spurs, who clawed
back from a 19-point deficit
to win game four, burst out
of the blocks and pushed
their lead to as many as 28
before taking a 65-45 lead
into half-time.

Portland unleashed an
11-0 run that cut a 20-point
fourth-quarter deficit  fo
nine, but the Spurs re-
sponded.

De’'Aaron Fox scored 13 of

>

Ml

Victor Wembanyama #1 of the San Antonio Spurs gestures in front of Jerami Grant #9 of the
Portland Trail Blazers during the fourth quarter in Game Five of the First Round of the NBA Western
Conference Playoffs at Frost Bank Center on April 28, 2026 in San Antonio, Texas.

his 21 points in the final pe-
riod and Wembanyama
playing his second game
after missing one with @
concussion delivered two
massive blocks as San An-
tonio won a playoff series
for the first fime since 2017.
“It did feel like we let our
foot off the gas,” Spurs
coach Mitch Johnson said.
“NBA games are long, it's

not an excuse. That means
we've got to be better, but
zero lead changes is zero
lead changes.

“We have a lot of things we
can be better at,” Johnson
added of his young team,
who had six players score in
double figures. “But we're
ready to step up to the
plate and swing.”

Joshua warm-up defeat would ‘kill’
Fury fight, warns promoter Warren

London, United Kingdom

Veteran boxing promoter Frank Warren
has warned Anthony Joshua that defeat
by Kristian Prenga would “kill" plans for a
long-awaited clash against fellow British
former world heavyweight champion Ty-
son Fury.

It was announced on Monday that Fury
and Joshua would meet later this year fol-
lowing several false starts years after they
were both at their peak.

Warren, whose Queensberry group has
promoted several of Fury’s bouts, wants
the proposed fight to take place at Lon-
don’'s Wembley Stadium.

But he warned on Wednesday that the
fight would only take place if Joshua got

past Albania’s Prenga in Saudi Arabia on
July 25.

“If he loses to this guy (Prenga), it kills the
(Fury) fight,” Warren told the BBC.

As for whether Fury would want another
fight before facing Joshua, he said: “Ty-
son wants to keep busy. That's the men-
tality he has.

“When he's in the gym, he goes to the
gym for his mental wellbeing, as well as
physically. “He needs focus, a date when
he's going to fight and at the moment we
don't have that date (for Joshua).”
Joshua's bout against Prenga will be his
first since he was involved in a car crash
in Nigeria in December that killed two of
his friends..]

Seeded second in the
West, they are chasing a
sixth NBA title and their first
since 2014.

They will face either the
Denver Nuggets or Minne-
sota Timberwolves in the
Western Conference semi-
finals.

The Timberwolves lead the
Nuggets 3-2 in their series.

- Embiid in rhythm -

In Philadelphia, a dominant
second half by Cameroon-
born big man Embiid play-
ing just his second game
since an April 9 emergency
appendectomy enabled
the Sixers to cut the series
deficit against Boston to
3-2.

“It's kind of hard. | only had
one chance to go up and
back (on the court) before
| came back,” Embiid said.
“Using this game and last
game to kind of get back
info it.

“| found my rhythm in the
second half. We adjusted
some stuff at half-time. |
feel OK. | feel good. We got
a win. That's all that mat-
ters.”

The series shiffs back to
Philadelphia for game six
on Thursday with a seventh
game, if needed, in Boston
on Saturday.

“We did our job,” Embiid
said. "We're going to need
everybody to come back
to Boston.”

Tyrese Maxey added 25
points and 10 rebounds for
the 7éers, who also had 16
points and nine rebounds
from Paul George.(d

British boxer Anthony Joshua celebrates after defeating U.S.
boxer and influencer Jake Paul (not pictured) in a non-title
heavyweight bout at the Kaseya Center in Miami, Florida, on
December 19, 2025.
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Sinner stops Jodar to book spot in Madrid Open semis

Madrid, Spain

Jannik Sinner ended the in-
spired run of feen home fa-
vourite Rafael Jodar with a
6-2, 7-6 (7/0) victory at the
Madrid Open on Wednes-
day to complete his set of
semi-finals reached at all
nine Masters 1000 tourna-
ments.

The 19-year-old Jodar has
taken the four by storm
this clay season, winning
a maiden ATP fitle in Mar-
rakesh, and making the
semi-finals in Barcelona
and the quarter-finals in
Madrid before he was
stopped by the world num-
ber one at the Caja Mag-
ica.

This time last year, Jodar
was playing college tennis
for the University of Virginia
and was ranked 687 in the

Italy’s Jannik Sinner returns a ball to Spain’s Rafael Jodar during their 2026 ATP Tour Madrid Open
tennis tournament quarterfinal singles match at the Caja Magica in Madrid, on April 29, 2026.

world. He will crack the top
35 when the new rankings
are released on Monday.
Sinner was seriously tested
before he extended his
current winning streak to
21 consecutive matches.
The world number one will
face Jiri Lehecka or Arthur
Fils in Friday’s semi-final.
“He pushed me to the limit.
He's an incredible player. |
fried to be ready as much
as | could. First time playing
against him,” said Sinner.

“I'm incredibly happy. It
has been a very high-qual-
ity match. Got lucky a bitin
the second set, but also a
littfle bit of experience. And
so I'm very happy about
foday's match and obvi-
ously very happy to be the
first time here in semis. It
means a lot fo me.”

The first-set scoreline may
have read 6-2 but it was
far from a routine affair for
Sinner, who found himself
facing a young opponent
who could match his fire-
power, particularly on the
forehand wing.

The Italian was tfested in
multiple service games, in-
cluding a marathon one af
2-2, and had fo save a pair
of break points before he
took a one-set lead in 44
minutes.

Leaning on the rowdy
home support that includ-
ed several Real Madrid
stars, past and present, Jo-
dar skirfed danger at the
start of the second set and
put pressure on the Sinner
serve.

But despite his best efforts,
Jodar couldn't convert
any of the five break points
he created as Sinner lev-
elled for 4-4.

The set fittingly went to a
fiebreak, which was domi-
nated by Sinner, who won
the last 11 points of the
match to advance to his
first Madrid semi-final.

Lucky loser Anastasia Po-
tapova reached the first
WTA 1000 semi-final of her
career with a hard-fought
6-1, 6-7 (4/7), 6-3 perfor-
mance against  former
world number one Karolina
Pliskova.ld



