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John Ternus to lead Apple in the age of Al

b

In this photo released by Apple, Apple’s John Ternus infroduces the new MacBook Pro during an
online event unveiling new products at Apple Park in Cupertino, California on October 18, 2021.

San Francisco, United States
The future of Apple is being
enfrusted fo a company
veteran said to combine
hardware brilliance with
“the soul of an innovator.”

John Ternus, 50, will take
over as Apple chief execu-
five in September, with Tim
Cook becoming executive
chairman of the iPhone
maker’s board of directors.
“"John Ternus has the mind
of an engineer, the soul
of an innovator, and the
heart to lead with integrity
and with honor,” Cook said
when his successor was re-
vealed.

"He is without question the
right person to lead Apple
into the future.”

That claim was the subject
of debate on Tuesday, with
some wondering whether
software skills were more vi-
tal fo Apple’s success given
how artificial intelligence is
shaking up the tech world.
“Despite popular opinion,
| think hardware will be
crifical to Al uptake,” said
Creative Strategies analyst
Carolina Milanesi.
“"Hardware, especially sili-
con (chips), is what brings
Al to life.”

- Calm continuity -

Ternus joined Apple's de-
sign team in 2001, working
his way up to senior vice
president of hardware
engineering, reporting fo
Cook.

Ternus leads the engineer-
ing feams for Apple’s prod-
uct line-up, including the
iPhones that account for

most of its revenue and
Mac computers with per-
formance well-suited for Al
tasks.

He earned a bachelor's
degree in mechanical en-
gineering from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and
worked as an engineer at
Virtual Research Systems
prior to joining Apple.
Ternus is credited with lead-
ing a drive to make Apple
products more durable, re-
liable and resilient, as well
as innovative designs that
reduced their carbon foot-
print.

Picking Ternus as its next
chief signals Apple prioritiz-
ing market-calming corpo-
rate continuity over radi-
cal change, according to
Francisco Jeronimo, vice
president of client devices
at market analytics firm
IDC.

“Few people inside or out-
side the company under-
stand  Apple's product
architecture as well as he
does,” Jeronimo said.

“The short and medium-
ferm business is probably in
safe hands.”

Apple has an enormous
base of loyal users and im-
proved models of iPhone,
Mac, and wearables in the
pipeline that promise to
bode well for its fortunes in
the near future, Jeronimo
reasoned.

“The harder question is
what comes next, and spe-
cifically how Apple will piv-
ot to new growth engines
when the steam from the
iPhone begins to fade,” Je-

ronimo said.

“The next significant wave
of consumer technology is
not about the phone; it is
about AL”

Thatis where strategic pres-
sure on Ternus will be most
acute, according to the
analyst.

- Channeling Steve Jobs? -
A big question will be
whether Ternus has “the
appetite for the kind of
bold, occasionally uncom-
fortable decisions” that de-
fining an Apple Al platform
will require.

Legendary  Apple co-
founder Steve Jobs was
known for brutal honesty
and unyielding perfec-
tionism that led to culture-
changing devices.

Ternus has a reputation as
a decisive leader, where
Cook was known for shep-
herding teams to collab-
orative conclusions.

“Ternus brings a fresh,
younger view of the world
and clearly an appetite for
success,” analyst Milanesi
said.

Wedbush analyst Dan Ives
expects Apple’'s annual
developers conference
in June to put Ternus and
his vision for the company
center stage.

“In this Al World Apple has
more cash, consumers,
and brand recognition
than any company in the
world but now is the time
to flex the muscles and go
on the offensive instead of
the defensive,” Ives wrote
in a note to investors.

A SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket is displayed ouiside a Space

Exploration Technologies Corp. in Hawthorne,

Cadlifornia on March 26, 202é.

SpaceX partners with Al
startup Cursor, may buvy it
for S60B

San Francisco, United States

SpaceX on Tuesday announced a partnership with Al
coding company Cursor and said the alliance comes
with an option to buy the startup for $60 billion later
this year.

The move by Elon Musk’s rocket and satellite company
comes as it prepares to become publicly traded, and
shortly after it took over the bilionaire’s artificial intel-
ligence outfit XAl

Cursor, founded in 2022 and based in San Francisco,
specializes in Al for creating software code, particu-
larly for business uses.

facility

“SpaceXAl and @cursor_ai are now working closely
together to create the world’s best coding and knowl-
edge work Al,” the company said in a post on X.
Combining Cursor’s software and product expertise
with SpaceX's “Colossus” Al fraining supercomputer
will enable the company “to build the world’s most
useful models,” it said.

The partnership comes as Al sector rivals vie to be the
preferred option for software developers.

Cursor competes with Microsoft's social coding plat-
form GitHub, which has been a leading resource in the
developer community.

OpenAl announced on Tuesday that its coding tool,
Codex, has grown to four million weekly users, up from
three million just weeks ago.

Meanwhile, Anthropic has put out word that revenue
from its Claude Code tool for developers has surged.

- Al in the sky -

Musk announced in February that SpaceX would ac-
quire xAl, a step in his plan to launch solar-powered,
satellite-based data centers to run future Al models.
SpaceX has set the pace in the space launch market,
offering reusable rockets that vastly reduce the cost of
putting satellites intfo orbit and itself owning the largest
satellite constellation, Starlink.

The company is set for a stock market listing this year
widely expected to be the biggest in history, with me-
dia reports pointing to an initial public offering (IPO) as
early as June.

Musk called SpaceX's absorptfion of XAl “not just the
next chapter, but the next book” for the companies.
“Global electricity demand for Al simply cannot be
met with terrestrial solutions... The only logical solution
therefore is to transport these resource-intensive efforts
to a location with vast power and space,” Musk wrote
when his companies were merged.]
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New drugs raise hopes of pancreatic cancer breakthrough

Paris, France

After decades of struggling
to find a way to freat pan-
creatfic cancer, research-
ers have developed sev-
eral promising new drugs
that could offer rare hope
to patients given this par-
ficularly deadly diagnosis.
Pancreatic cancer is noto-
riously aggressive, with only
roughly one in 10 people
surviving more than five
years after being diag-
nosed, research has shown.
Rates of this cancer have
also been surging world-
wide, notfably among
young adults. It is projected
to become the second
deadliest cancer, after
lung cancer, in developed
countries in the coming
years.

Despite the scale of this
scourge, there has not
been “any medical prog-
ress for 40 years,” Pafrick
Mehlen, a researcher at
France's Leon Berard can-
cer cenftre, told AFP.

But more funding and inter-
est over the last decade
has finally been making a
“real difference,” he add-
ed.

While a cure is stfill a long
way off for most patients,
some of these new drugs
could add precious months
to their lifespan.

The most widely celebrat-
ed news came last week,

4

Teacher-researcher Maryvonne Ardourel points towards a pancreatic cancer cell on a
micrograph displayed on a screen at the Inserm ART-RNAm laboratory of the CHR (Regional
Hospital Centre), in Orleans, central France, on November 18, 2025.

when US. pharma firm
Revolution Medicines an-
nounced positive results for
its experimental drug da-
raxonrasib.

The drug targetfs a protfein
called KRAS which is known
fo play an important role in
fumour growth.

Half of the patients taking
the pill survived more than
13 months twice as long as
a confrol group receiving
chemotherapy.

This may not sound revo-
lutionary, but for a cancer
that kills so quickly, dou-
bling the life expectancy of
patients is unprecedented.

- ‘Heck of a lot better’ -
One high-profile patient
has spoken out about just
what a difference the drug
can make.

Ben Sasse, a former sena-
for from the U.S. stafe of
Nebraska, started taking
daraxonrasib after being
diagnosed with metasta-
sised, stage-four pancreat-
ic cancer late last year.

“In mid-December | got a
three-to-four month life ex-
pectancy,” the 54-year-old
fold the New York Times.
After taking the drug, “I'm
doing a heck of a lot better

than | was doing at Christ-
mas,” Sasse said.

He added that it was “a
nasty drug”, pointfing to se-
vere side effects that left his
face peeling and bloody.
Revolution Medicines has
said it will soon apply for its
tfreatment to be approved
in the United States. More
detailed results about the
phase 3 frial will be pre-
sented at the ASCO can-
cer conference in Chicago
next month.

Meanwhile, other research-
ers have been exploring
alternative ways to extend
the lives of pancreatic can-

cer patients.

Early frial results, published
in the journal Nafure on
Wednesday, tested a treat-
ment that is not designed
to directly eradicate tu-
mMours.

Instead, it aims to prevent
cancerous cells from start-
ing a process that makes

them resistant to other
drugs including chemo-
therapy.

The NP137 antibody was
tested on 43 patients re-
ceiving chemo whose can-
cer had spread through
their pancreas, but not to
other parts of their body.
Compared to normal sur-
vival rates, the patients
lived several months longer,
according to the phase 1b
frial.

“We're giving people an
average of six months more
which is significant for this
disease,” said Mehlen, who
supervised the research.
The team plans to conduct
another trial with a larger
sample size and a control
group later this year.
Ultimately, Mehlen hopes
his drug will not just extend
the lives of people receiv-
ing chemotherapy, but
also daraxonrasib.

New cancer vaccine
Promising early trial results
were also announced over
the weekend for an experi-
mental pancreatic cancer
vaccine.

U.K. agrees ban on cigarette sales for people born after 2008

London, United Kingdom
Both chambers of Brit-
ain’s parliament have ap-
proved a bill that would
ban children aged 17 and
under from buying cigo-
rettes during their lifetime.
The Tobacco and Vapes
Bill aims to stop anyone
born after January 1, 2009
(now aged 17) from taking
up smoking.

Health minister Wes Street-
ing called this a “historic
moment for the nation’s
health” that will lead fo
the “first smoke-free gen-
eration, protected from a
lifetime of addiction and
harm”. When it gets royal
assent and becomes law,
it will give the government
powers fo extend an in-

door smoking ban to out-
door spaces such as chil-
dren’'s playgrounds and
areas outside schools and
hospitals.

It will also give the govern-
ment new powers to restrict
the flavours and packag-
ing of vapes and ban vap-
ing in places where smok-
ing is already banned.

The bill is part of a drive
to ramp up preventative
health measures and ease
long-term pressure on the
UK's state-funded National
Health Service (NHS).

Hazel Cheeseman, direc-
tor of public health char-
ity Action on Smoking and
Health (ASH), told LBC ro-
dio station that the bill was

a “decisive turning point
for public health”.

The Labour government in
June last year intfroduced
a ban on the sale of dis-
posable vapes, which are
cheap and come in co-
lourful  packaging that
make them popular with
young people.

New Zealand in 2022 be-
came the first country to
enact such a law against
smoking, banning the sale
of cigarettes to those born
after 2008. But a newly
elected conservative co-
alition repealed the law in
November 2023, less than
a year after it was intro-
duced.

The Maldives in November
last year banned the sale

of cigarettes to anyone
born after January 1, 2007.
Smoking in England causes
around 75,000 deaths per
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An undated handout image released by Action on Smoking
and Health (UK) (ASH (UK)) in London on May 19, 2016 shows
a mock-up design of a standardised cigarette pack.
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One month phone-free: Young Americans try digital detox

Washington, United States
Getting around without
Google Maps. No longer
scrolling Instagram at the
bus stop. Ditching your
headphones to hear the
birds sing.

In March, a group of 20-
and 30-somethings in the
US capital swapped their
smartphones for basic flip
phones and embarked on
a one-month digital detox,
part of an emerging move-
ment of young Americans
seeking to break free from
the harmful effects of social
media.

“I was waiting for a bus,
and | didn't know when it
would come,” recalled Jay
West, 29, who took part in
the Month Offline chal-
lenge organized by a small
startup with support from a
local community group.
Old habits die hard, and
West, who works as a data
analyst  for Washington's
metro system, said he
would often find himself
reaching into his pocket for
his cell phone, only fo real-
ize there was nothing on it.
But in the end, he said, it
was liberating.

“I was bored sometimes,
and that's okay,” West re-
called one recent evening
at acity community garden

:..Kl-;é:".'

Painter August Lamm, a former social media influencer with over 100K followers, poses at her art
studio in east London, on February 18, 2025.

where detox participants
met to share their struggles
and joys of disconnecting.
“It's okay to be bored.”
Sitting beside him was Ra-
chael Schultz, 35, who had
to ask strangers on bicycles
for directions. There was
also Lizzie Benjamin, 25,
who dug out old CDs her
father had burned so she
could listen to music with-
out Spotify.

Before the detox, Bobby
Loomis, 25, who works in
real estate, struggled to

watch even a single epi-
sode of a TV series without
checking his phone.

But now, without his head-
phones, he enjoyed listen-
ing fto birds sing as he took
walks around Washington.
And when the detfox end-
ed, his daily screen time
dropped from six to four
hours, roughly in line with
the average for American
adults.

- ‘Enriching, communal, so-
cial life’ -

Scientists have long been
sounding the alarm, warn-
ing that cell phone addic-
tion is associated with short-
ened aftention spans, sleep
problems and anxiety.

In a landmark ruling in late
March, a California court
ruled Instagram and You-
Tube are liable for the ad-
dictive nature of their plat-
forms.

An increasing number of
young Americans are finally
taking note. According to
a YouGov poll conducted

last year, more than two-
thirds of people aged 18
to 29 would like to reduce
their screen time.

And new tools are avail-
able to make that happen:
digital detox apps, phone-
blocking gadgets, and
groups, such as the one
in Washington, that facili-
tate month-long detoxes.
On university campuses,
weeks-long social media
diets have become popu-
lar and screen-free eve-
nings among friends have
become a thing in big cit-
ies.

Going smartphone-free
even for a couple of weeks
leads to “befter well-being
and improved ability to sus-
tain attention,” said Kosta-
din Kushlev, a psychology
researcher at Georgetown
University.

Preliminary studies suggest
those effects persist over
time, he added.

Josh Morin, one of the or-
ganizers of the detox pro-
grams in Washington, be-
lieves that simply ditching
the phone is not enough
and that an appealing
alternative is vital. His pro-
gram involves a weekly
discussion session for par-
ticipants held at a karaoke
bar in a trendy neighbor-
hood of the US capital.]

U.S. court allows public schools to display Ten Commandments

Houston, United States
A U.S. appeals court ruled
Tuesday that Texas can
require the Bible's Ten
Commandments to be dis-
played in public schools, a
win for Christian conserva-
tives who want their faith in
classrooms.

The 120-page decision by
the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals came in response
to the legal battle that
sprang up after a Texas
law, Senate Bill 10 (SB10),
required the scripture be
posted in every classroom
which met legal challeng-

The Ten Commandments

The oldest known stone tablet inscribed with the Ten
Commandments, dating from 300 to 800 A.D., is displayed at
Sotheby’s auction house on December 09, 2024 in New York

City.

es from families of diverse
faiths with children in pub-
lic schools.

The ruling filed in the south-
ern city of New Orleans
Tuesday said the mandate
to display the Biblical text
does not create “an impo-
sifion on the consciences
of Texas students or par-
ents” and plaintiffs “failed
fo show that SB10 imposes
a substantial burden on
their free exercise rights.”
Judges also ruled that SB10
was not in violation of the
Establishment Clause of
the U.S. Constitution, the
part of the First Amend-
ment that prohibits the
government from estab-
lishing a national religion
or showing preference to
one over another.

Texas school authorities,
families and the American
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)

had challenged SB10 in
court, saying children’s reli-
gious beliefs were to be in-
stilled by parents and faith
communities, not public
schools.

“We are extremely disap-
pointed in today's deci-
sion. The Court's ruling
goes against fundamental
First Amendment principles
and binding U.S. Supreme
Court authority,” the ACLU
wrote in a statement Tues-
day.

“The  First  Amendment
safeguards the separation
of church and state, and
the freedom of families to
choose how, when and
if to provide their children
with religious instruction.”
Tuesday’s ruling reverses
a district court’s injunction
barring implementation of
the law, with judge Fred
Biery writing in that ruling

that SB10 “impermissibly
takes sides on theological
questions and officially fa-
vors Christian denomina-
tions over others.”

The ruling also noted that
“countless public schools
-- including Texas’s -- open
the day with students re-
citing the Pledge” of Alle-
giance, which leads chil-
dren fo say “one nation,
under God.”

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton, a Republican,
praised the ruling on social
media for upholding the
measure approved by the
Texas state legislature in
June 2025.

“The Ten Commandments
have had a profound im-
pact on our nation, and
it's important that students
learn from them every sin-
gle day,” Paxton wrote in a
post on X.4
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Inside the world of ultra-luxury wedding cakes
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Paris, France

Competing for attention
with Jennifer Lopez is no
easy fask. But at a recent
wedding in India where the
American star performed
in a barely-there sparkly
leotard, it was arguably the
cake that stole the show.
The towering multi-tier con-
struction, several metres
high and inspired by Rajast-
hani architecture, became
a talking point among
guests and featured promi-
nently in media coverage
of the 500-guest extrava-
ganza last November.

Its designer was French ce-
lebrity pastry chef Bastien
Blanc-Tailleur, whose cre-
afions are to cakes what
Haute Couture is to fashion:
one-off, handmade and re-
quiring extraordinary invest-
ments in fime and money.
“We rarely work on a wed-
ding that has a budget of
less than a million euros,”
the 34-year-old told AFP in
his studio outside Paris, sur-
rounded by five of his latest
edible sculptures.

The marricge ceremony
of billionaire heiress Netra
Mantena and tech entre-
preneur Vamsi Gadiraju last
November in Udaipur cost
areported $6.7 million, with

-

French pasiry chef Bastien Blanc-Tailleur decorates a wedding cake at his studlo in Saint-Remy-
les-Chevreuse, southwestern Paris on April 10, 2026.

J-Lo said to have pocketed
two million for her appear-
ance.

Blanc-Tailleur declines to
reveal prices, saying only
that his most modest cus-
tom-made cakes start af
20,000 euros ($23,500) and
the elaborate signature
pieces can cost mulfiple
fimes that.

The Indian order comprised
five cakes in total: the main
creatfion with  tumbling

orchids, elephants and
dome-shaped pavilions
in white sugar-paste, and
then two more cakes for
the families, as well as an-
other pair which were low-
ered from the ceiling.

They took an estimated
3,500 hours of work.

“We probably hit the top
limit of what we're ca-
pable of,” Blanc-Tailleur
explained, adding: “It was
one of the projects that I'm
the most proud of.”

- Challenges -
Blanc-Tailleur’s arfistry,
which he said draws on
French fradifions dating
back to the 1700s which
then spread to Britain and
America, depends on the
patronage of wealthy cli-
ents around the world.

Middle East royals, wealthy
American scions and Euro-
pean aristocrats compete
for his limited services: with
a full-time staff of only 10,

he can only produce about
20 to 25 cakes a year.

The US and Israeli attack on
Iran on February 28, which
has sparked a regional
conflict encompassing
much of the Middle East,
has upended the well-laid
plans of some of these cus-
tomers.

“Lots of weddings have
been pushed back to next
year or the year after,” he
told AFP.

“Several clients who were
going to get married in Isra-
el or in Lebanon or in Saudi
Arabia have changed and
are going to get married in
France instead,” he added.
In the eight years since he
started his business, he's
had other challenges: the
Covid epidemic in 2020-21,
as well as problems trans-
porting and finishing his
fragile cakes at the ultra-
VIP castles and hotels that
serve as venues.

Logistical issues at the In-
dian event last Novem-
ber meant Blanc-Tailleur
faced a last-minute dash
to source eggs and butter
for the cake’'s base.

“Right up until the last-min-
ute we were not sure we
were able to deliver the
project in the best way,” he
said.[d

Macarons used to bore me, says French pioneer Pierre Herme

Paris, France

Pierre Herme, the French
master of macarons, says
he was inspired fto build
his  multi-country empire
selling the sugary French
freats by a desire o rein-
vent an object he felt was
boring.

Starting out his career
aged 14, he discovered
macarons, two halves of
light almond biscuit sepa-
rated by a sugary aromat-
ic filing, while working at
high-end Parisian brands
Fauchon and Laduree.

“We made vanilla, choco-
late and coffee, and very
quickly | realised | didn't
like that. It bored me,” he
told AFP in an interview.

Descended from a long
line of bakers and pastry
chefs from Alsace in east-
ern France, Herme found-

ed his own brand in 1997,
calling it “Pierre Hermé”
and adopting the lan-
guage and look of high-
end fashion labels.

His first store was in Tokyo
before another one fol-
lowed in Paris.
Unexpected flavour pair-

ings became his signature,
such as the famous Moga-
dor milk chocolate and
passion fruit or Ispahan, a
best-seller combining rasp-
berry, lychee and rose.
“Overnight, | was selling al-
most nothing else,” he ex-
plained.

French pasiry chef Pierre Herme poses at Pierre Herme's
headquarters in Paris on March 24, 2026.

His shops can now be
found everywhere from Ja-
karta to Tashkent.

The man dubbed in the
press “the Picasso of pas-
fry” presides over 110 out-
lets worldwide.

“What has made me suc-
cessful over the past 50
years? Audacity,” he told
AFP.

- ‘Lack of meaning’ -
Aged 64, he no longer
touches a spatula at work,
but he happily cooks at
home in Paris where he has
a 2,000-bofttle wine cellar.
He also fravels extensively
and collects art.

Having come of age long
before the internet and
social media, Herme is dis-
dainful of some of the influ-
encer-driven trends in food
nowadays that others see
as helping promote home

cooking and innovation in
the kitchen.

“What particularly annoys
me is the lack of mean-
ing. There's noise, but no
meaning in the creation,”
he comments.

He has various industry
roles including president
of a World Cup for dessert-
making and vice-president
of the leading global asso-
ciation of pastry chefs, Re-
lais Desserts.

He is also preparing a bid
to have French pastry-
making expertise recog-
nised as part of UNESCO's
Infangible Cultural Heri-
tage.

His priority is fo ensure his
brand continues to thrive
despite the well-known
risks of over-expansion that
can see standards fall for
consumers..]
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Young Chinese use Al to launch one-person firms over job anxiety

Shanghai, China

Young Chinese, many who
fear age discrimination in
their workplace after turn-
ing 35, are increasingly
starting “one-person com-
panies” that have artificial
inteligence do most of the
work.

Smaller startups are already
in vogue in Silicon Valley
and elsewhere, with rapidly
advancing Al fools seen
as a welcome teammate
even as they threaten lay-
offs at existing firms.

More young people in Chi-
na are subscribing to the
model, as cities pledge
millions of dollars in fund-
ing and rent subsidies for
such ventures, in alignment
with Beijing’s political goal
of “technological self-reli-
ance’.

“The one-person company
is a product of the Al era,”
said Karen Dai, founder of
Shanghai-based SoloN-
est, which hosts weekend
events for solo entrepre-
neurs.

In the past, it was very dif-
ficult fo run a business on
your own, she said, but the
range of tasks that Al can
help with has “lowered the
enfry barrier”.

On a Sunday in Shanghai,
around 20 people in their
20s and 30s packed into a
conference room for Dai's
134th iteration of a three-
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The photo taken on April 12, 2026 shows founder of one-person company SoloNest Karen Dai
preparing participants’ name tags for a coffee chat at a conference room in Shanghai.

hour ideas swap on going
it alone.

One aftendee, Wang
Tianyi, now earns up to
40,000 yuan ($5,800) per
month making Al-generat-
ed commercials for busi-
nesses.

The 26-year-old, who
quit his product manager
job at aninternet company
last year, predicts that peo-
ple flying solo will become
a “major trend”.

“Because of the techno-
logical empowerment
brought on by Al, (one-per-
son companies) have an
efficiency advantage,” he

told AFP.

- ‘Invisible line’ -

On Chinese social media,
people have lamented for
years the so-called “curse
of 35" -- widespread age
discrimination in tech, gov-
ernment and other com-
petitive sectors.

“At 35 years old, there's like
this invisible line,” said Dai,
who is 38.

"People might face some
challenges in the work-
place. The company might
re-evaluate who is more fit
to stay.”

But young people, who wit-

nessed a decade of rapid
economic expansion in
China, have a hunger to
grow, said Dai, also author
of the book "One Person
Company”.

“When you're 30 or even
younger, you'll ask yourself:
when | reach that invisible
line of 35, what preparo-
tions should | make?” she
said.

Shanghai resident Wei Xin,
34, knew her job as a docu-
ment reviewer at a foreign
consulting firm would be re-
placed by Al before it ac-
tually happened.

So she signed up for a

course on Google's Gemini
and dabbled in creating
an Al-generated digital
version of herself, before
turming to social media
content creation.

“There's a bit of Al anxiety,”
said Wei, who returned to
China last year after com-
pleting a degree in the
United States.

“If | don't use it, don't ap-
proach it, | might soon be
eliminated.”

- Government ‘carrots’ -
Chinese municipalities are
roling out policies to sup-
port Al-powered one-per-
son companies, using the
initials “OPC" a rare use of
English in official policy.

In November, the eastern
city of Suzhou vowed fo
culfivate “more than 10,000
OPC talents” by 2028 and
funnel around 700 million
yuan ($100 million) fowards
sectors including Al robot-
ics, healthcare and smart
fransportation.
Southwestern Chengdu
also last month promised
subsidies of up to 20,000
yuan for graduates to es-
fablish Al-driven one-per-
son firms.

These measures are “car-
rots to help these startups
get off the ground and be
successful”, said Brookings
fellow Kyle Chan, an ex-
pert on China’s fechnology
development.]

U.S.-based Buddhist monks bring peace walk to Sri Lanka

Colombo, Sri Lanka
Saffron-robed Buddhist
monks began a week-

long peace walk across Sri

Vietnamese Buddhist

monk Bhikkhu

Lanka on Wednesday, ac-
companied by a rescued
stray dog that has become
a celebrity in its own right.

(€)

Pannakara

accompained by Sri Lankan army commandos walks with his
pet dog Aloka, a stray rescued from India, at the start of the
‘Walk For Peace’ pilgrimage in Dambulla, in northcentral Sri

Lanka on April 22, 2026.

Led by Vietnamese monk
Pannakara, the group of
13 launched their march at
dawn from a historic Bud-
dhist tfemple in Dambulla,
about 160 kilometers (100
miles) north of the capital
Colombo.

The monks shot to interna-
tional fame during a longer
108-day walk of 3,700 kilo-
meters (2,300 miles) from
Texas to Washington, DC,
fravelling through freezing
temperatures and along
ice-covered roads.

In sharp conftrast, they are
now walking barefoot on
Sri Lanka's roads atf the
hottest time of the year,
when temperatures can
reach 40 degrees Celsius
(104 degrees Fahrenheit).
Devotees poured water

on fthe streets, while some
laid green banana leaves
and flowers for the monks
fo walk on to escape the
scorching heat. Ofthers
were seen sprinkling water
to cool them.

The group, promoting
“peace for all beings, in-
cluding animals”, was ex-
pected to reach the capi-
tal on April 28, where they
will be received by Presi-
dent Anura Kumara Dis-
sanayake, organizers told
AFP.

Guarded by elite army
commandos, their mas-
cot Aloka a stray dog res-
cued in India walked on a
leash, drawing bows and
clasped hands from devo-
tees lining the route.

Aloka had accompanied
the monks in their peace
walk in the United States.
The dog followed the
monks in India and re-
mained with them even
after being hit by a car.
Aloka later accompanied
the monks on their U.S.
journey, drawing global at-
tention and donations that
helped fund its tfravels.
“The cost of flying Aloka to
Colombo from Texas was
fen fimes that of an ordi-
nary passenger taking the
same route,” a Sri Lankan
monk handling local ar-
rangements said.

Two army commandos
were seen walking on ei-
ther side of Aloka at the
head of the quick-paced
procession.]
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Just like any other country, Aruba
has unique and beautifully named
neighborhoods that all form a part
of its culture and development.
Many of these names have a his-
torical background and meaning
that teaches us about the island
and its rich culture every day.

With this series, we want to take you
on a journey of discovery, where
you'll learn not only the beautiful
names but the history behind it that
gives it life and meaning.

Anabuvui/Tierra Del Sol

This neighborhood can be seen on
Van Raders map and Werbata as
Anna Boei. Anna Boei is a name of
which there isn’'t much information
about its origin.

The best historians were able to de-
duce is that this name came fo be
because of a miscommunication
between Van Spengler and the na-

e il ar gy o

tives who were living on the island.
In the Arawak/Taino language one
can find the word Anaiboa, which
consists of Ana meaning flower or
the best and Iboag; the juice of a
cassava, which together would
mean “the best juice of a cassa-

va .

If one assumes that the actual
word heard was Anaboio instead,
consisting of Ana meaning the best
and Boio (bohio); house, the itera-
tion of Anabui would mean “the
best house.” This is the origin that
has been more or less speculated
and assumed for the word Anabui
and its meaning.

During the Second World War and
later, this area was used as a ter-
rain for training of shooting by mili-
tia and later on Korps Mariniers (the
marines of Aruba). By the end of
the previous cenfury a large part
of Anabui was developed to have

- ST

luxurious villas and a golf course,

which lead to it getting the name
Tierra Del Sol, Spanish for Land of
the Sun. The name is not an official
name, but the name of the devel-
opment project that took place. It
is hoped that the original and ‘old’
name of Anabui is never lost and

the meaning behind their names

now it will be remembered by both
locals and tourists.

Angochi

This name can be seen on the Wer-
bata map with little and cursive let-
ters. It is the unofficial name for the
area given by a tfenant to the land
that was rented to him.

The biggest probability that histo-
rians believe is that it comes from
native descent, during the time in
the 19th century where Mestizos
still lived on Aruba. The name can’'t
really be explain and according
to books on its history seems to be
more of a sign of corrupftion.

However, it seems to come from
combining A(n), which is a gen-
eralizing prefix and Goeiza, which
means ‘the spirit of a living man’.
Angochi remains more of a guess.

This neighborhood’s abbreviation
is; An.

Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Candelchil!

ORANJESTAD—If you're
ever planning on snorkel-
ing during your vacation
on Aruba, you may spot
fish that you can’t recog-
nize. One of these may be
the “Candelchi” (Squir-
relfish), a common, yet shy
fish that swims all year long
in the waters of Aruba.

Let’s talk about the names
of fish. Do you know your
fish2 The Department of
Agriculture, Livestock, and
Fisheries, known as Santa
Rosa, offers this informative
arficle that illustrates some
fish and their names in Pa-
piamento.

Candelchi, Squirrelfish,
Holocentrus adscensionis:
Candelchi actually refers

to the entire squirrelfish
family or, as some say,
when we say candelchi,
we mean several differ-
ent species but without
distinguishing them by spe-
cies. In this picture, we are
showing the most common
one in our waters, which is
called squirrelfish in English
or scientifically known as
Holocentrus adscensionis.

Under candelchi, we in
Aruba generally refer to
all the different species of
squirrelfish. They all look
alike and it's really diffi-
cult to distinguish between
them.

The squirrelfish family is dis-
tinguished by the following
characteristics. They are

heart-shaped with pink or
red hues and often show
heart-shaped streaks be-
tween the scales along
the body. They have hard
fins and are always armed.
Over at our sister island
Curacao, they are called
“bari di clabo” (nail barrel)
for that reason.

In our waters, there are 7
fo 8 types or species pres-
ent and they are some-
fimes caught and seen
occasionally. They can be
distinguished by different
marks such as color on the
dorsal spine or marks on
the body.

In Aruba:
Candelchi are found on
reefs or areas with struc-

fure in the water where
they can hide. Although
they prefer to hunt for food
at night, they are also ac-
tive during the day. They
are edible and delicious
when prepared dry and

U
Squirrelfish

Holocentrus'fufus

crispy with lime. It is par-
ticularly challenging fo
scale the fish, which is why
it is not one of the favorites
among fishermen. They of-
ten live in groups. (]
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Radisson Blu Aruba proudly marked
its fifth anniversary on April 2nd,
celebrating a journey that began
during one of the most challenging
moments for global travel and has
since grown into a recognized hotel
on the island, led by a local team.

“This was an unfinished condo build-
ing on Palm Beach that we ook
over and turned into a fully opera-
tional hotel. Without direct beach
access, we knew we had to be cre-
ative and focus on what really mat-
ters, delivering genvine service and
creating experiences that feel au-
thentic to Aruba. From day one, it's
been about doing things our way,"
says Luigi Wix, General Manager.

Today, Radisson Blu Aruba is led by
a fully local leadership team and
has built a reputation not only for its
product, but for its people, establish-
ing itself as a preferred employer on

the island, with pay that stands out
in the market.

A Signature Celebration at Blu Tap
Cider

The main anniversary event took
place at Blu Tap Cider, the Carib-
bean’s first cider bar and one of the
resort's newest concepts.

The celebration welcomed clients
and partners for an evening of ci-
der tastings, curated canapés, sea-
food station, Veuve Clicquot served
throughout the evening, and alive
Jamon Ibérico carving experience
by Don Esteban Gourmet, the ho-

| tel's Spanish tapas concept.

An In-House Toast to Guests

On Apiril 1st, the hotel hosted a roof-
top anniversary toast for in-house
guests, featuring Veuve Clicquot,
curated canapés, and live steelpan
music.

“5 Years, 5 Stories” Campaign
The anniversary also included the
“5 Years, 5 Stories” campaign,
highlighting key moments from
the hotel's journey. As part of the
campaign, five winners received a
three-night stay for $5, symbolizing
the five-year milestone.

Looking Ahead

Five years in, Radisson Blu Aruba
remains committed to its people,
its local roots, and doing things dif-
ferently.

Radisson Blu Aruba Celebrates Five Years of Growth, Local
Leadership, and a Distinct Approach to Hospitality

“As we loock ahead, our focus re-
mains clear. We will continue to
invest in our people, strengthen
a team built on local talent, and
maintain our position as one of the
best-paying hotels on the island. It's
about continuing to do things our
way. That same focus will shape
the experience we create for our
guests, keeping it genuine, social,
and connected to the island,” says
Shareska Gutierrez, Director of Com-
mercial Strategy.

The hotel will continue to evolve,
with new ideas and concepts on
the way, in a way that respects how
locals live and enjoy Aruba.

For more information or to make a
reservation at this award-winning
hotel, visit www.bluaruba.com or
https://www.choicehotels.com/
AWO0D7.

Fun facts about cacti hedges “Trankera”

(Oranjestad) - When off-
roading in inland Aruba,
you may notice some cacti
hedges around various

properties or lined up by

certain pathways.

man-made hedges
called “trankera” and play
an important role in main-
taining our flora and fauna. (farm) on the island. Peo-

These
are

R

The trankera dates to co-
lonialism, where settlers es-
tablished several ‘cunucu’

o
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ple either used stone walls
or frankera as a fence to
ward off strangers and wild
animals that can feed on
the cunucu vegetation or
cattle.

Nowadays, trankeras are
less common, and fthose
that still stand are often not
maintained. On the sur-
face this seems like a bad
development, however
this proved to be benefi-
cial for our flora and fauna.
Naturally developed flora

around the hedges offers
more shelter for fauna. An-
other aspect is the propa-
gatfion  process. When
pruning hedges, flowers
and seeds were removed,
which limits propagation to
a minimum.

So, though trankeras don’t
play that big of a role in
Aruba’s agriculture  any-
more, our environment
still reaps the benefits of
these long-standing natural
structures.



LocAL ITHURSDAY 23 APRIL 2026

Celebrating Forty Years — Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all Qualified Club Members
THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Voldez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume lewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Bonus 4-Card BINGO
starting at Tpm!
$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play

S,500 fin Caslh Pifizes

SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME

Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $200

Additional $500 Cash Prize in our
Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you
purchase your card before noon!

GIA(GGW}QP& Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS Play Resparsibly. Visit www.gomble y you know has o gombling problem,

arg if you or

Naturalesa ta Papia:
A Call to Listen and Act for Aruba’s Nature

ORANJESTAD -This Earth Day, the Aruba Conser-
vation Foundation (ACF) invites the community
of Aruba and beyond to pause and reflect on a
simple but urgent message: nature is speaking.
The question is, is it being heard?

a profound commitment to respecting Nature.
All footage was captured from a respectful dis-
tance and under guidance of conservation ex-
perts, ensuring minimal disturbance to wildlife
and natural habitats.

“This story is a vehicleto speak about something

\With ’rhe launch of Naturalesa ta PapLo_(NoTure —much larger,” soys Tysmwm_%mwm%%nexp

P e s =~
s Speakil ng), ACF pi ts ;-_‘.- video that ¢-"a- nservation Fou f,s.,_f-a ommunity decides to re-|
brlngs V|ewers Closer |O Aru50'§ nd’rurcﬂ W-gﬂ-.g'fb = Sp’é.%ﬁ;@’—ﬁ = “ gn "‘ e T '”“?_l |
. =W o S

chonges and even through it's growmg pres-
sures. But now if time we move beyond just lis-
fening. We need to commit to faking collective

be admired and as something to be understood
and be protected.

To learn more about the campaign Natfuralesa
ta Papia, visit www.acf.aw/naturalesa-ta-pa-

serve, and restore Nature.

The story unfolds in three acts. It begins with
immersing viewers up close in the island’s land-
scapes and species, revealing the beauty and
details often overlooked. It then shifts fo the
growing pressures facing these environments
including human impacts on its fragile ecosys-
tem. In its final act, the message offers hope,
highlighting the collective efforts of a commu-
nity needing fo work together to pro’rec’r pre-

Filmed entirely in Aruba over the course of two
months, the production was carried out with -

R

action.”

piad

Aruba’s natural areas are more and more un-
der profound pressure. From our terrestrial areas,
our coastal area, and our waters, the humans
behave in nature affects its future and ours di-
rectly. Nature is Speaking and calls for a shift
from passive support and appreciation to taking
active responsibility.
Listening to Nature is not just a feeling. It needs
fo be reflected in everyday choices like moving
with care, respecting boundaries, protecting
habitdts and making conscious descisions that
reduce harm on this place called home.
ACF emphasizes that conservation cannot be
achieved alone. Conserving Aruba’s natural
heritage requires collective action from locals,
residents, visitors, partners, policymakers, and
the entire community.

This Earth Day, Naturalesa ta Papia is a call fo
listen with intention, and to truly commit to na-
fure's protection.

Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are back or still en-
joying your vacation?... we would like to
portrait you! By inviting you to send us your
favorite vacation picture while enjoying
our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is
....... Send your picture with that text (in-
cluding your name and where you are
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we
will publish your vacation memory. Isn't
that a special way to keep your best mo-
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting

photos, text or any other materials, you
give permission to The Aruba Today News-
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any
of its affiliated companies to use said ma-
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for
promotional purposes without compensa-
fion.

Last but not least: check out our website,
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank
you for supporting our free newspaper, we
strive fo make you a happy reader every
day again.4




A9LOCAL
THURSDAY 23 APRIL 2026

Place names in San Nicolas and their origins

(Oranjestad)-If you're ever
taking a tour of Aruba, San
Nicolas would definitely
be on your itinerary. From
relaxing on the white, san-
dy beaches of Baby and
Roger's Beach, to explor-
ing the prehistoric caves
of Quadirikiri and Fontein,
you are taking in a full view
of what San Nicolas has
to offer. But did you know
that you are also pass-
ing through areas whose
names have historical ori-
gins? Here are a few place
names in San Nicolas and
their origin story.

Sero Colorado

On your way to Baby or
Roger’s Beach, you'll pass
by the famous Red Anchor
at what was once the en-
france to the Colony resi-
dential community and be
greeted with red soiled hills
by the coast. This is Sero
Colorado. Named after the
30-meter, deep red, lime-
stone hill, "Sero Colorado”
franslates to “Colored Hill”.
Sero Colorado has deep
historical fies with the once-
thriving phosphate industry

in the area. Matter of fact,
there are sfill underground
shafts and passages deep
in Sero Colorado from the
fime of phosphate mining.
In 1958, the refinery at the
fime, Lago, adopted this
name for the residential
section of its employees.

Vader Piet

Another well visited areq,
Vader Piet is located in the
Arikok National Park. Rec-

ognizable sites within this
area include the Wind Mills
and the Quadirikiri Cave.
The origin of this name is
part historical and specula-
fion, as there are slight de-
viations from what actually
happened.

In 1829, Pieter Lampe was a
planter and the person re-
sponsible for governing this
remofe area. As the story
goes, Pieter was well known

e
and beloved for his kind-
ness and good freatment
of his employees, and was
therefore also called Vader
Piet (Father Piet). Howev-
er, he was tragically mur-
dered—some speculate at
the hands of a slave. For his
work and good heart, the
area was hamed after him.

San Nicolas
Of course we can't forget
San Nicolas itself. Much

like Vader Piet, the origin
of the name San Nicolas
has so far two different ac-
counts. In the literal sense,
“San Nicolas” translates
fo “Saint Nicolas”, leading
many to believe that this
district was named after a
Spanish saint. Though one
account does support this
with the theory that the dis-
frict was named after the
saint by Spanish colonizers,
the other account is much
less divine, but does refer to
an influential figure in the
area.

Nicolaas van der Biest was
a successful  landowner
during the time of the phos-
phate boom in late 19th
century Aruba. Back then,
landowners (most, if not all
of them men) were referred
to as “Shon” by their subor-
dinates. So, the district was
originally named after Shon
Nicolaas. Over fime, the
name evolved into what is
now San Nicolas.[[]

Source: “Aruba: Short History”
by Dr. J. Hartog.

Aruban snacks and where to find them

ORANJESTAD — Want to
taste something different
for a change? How about
some Aruban snacks that
you can find all around the
island? Hop in your car, and
go to these locations to find
some of the most popular

i)
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and tasty snacks that are
beloved by our locals.

One of the staples of Aru-
ban cuisine and snacks is
the Pastechi. Pastechi is a
Caribbean fried pastry that
is filled with cheese, meat,

chicken, veggies and
sometimes even fish! Or per-
haps you might want to fry
a croquette, locally called
a “kroket,” which is a crusty
fried snack with typically a
meat and dough mix filling.
The Aruban kroket is based

on its Dutch counterpart,
the "“bitterbal”.

These two snacks are typi-
cally found in all local
snack frucks, which can be
found all over the island, in-
cluding on the side of the
main road that stretches
from San Nicolas to the
Hotel Area. You can also
find them at local baker-
ies all over the island. These
places may also sell other
snacks and sandwiches
too, perfect for on-the-
road lunch break.

While you're aft if, why not
accompany your snack
with a refreshing “batido”?
Batidos are fruit shakes,
typically made with added
milk for some creaminess.
However, you can also ask
to hold the milk. Batidos are
commonly found in snack
shops too. You may find
some batidos along the
flea market downtown.

If you are looking for some-
thing a bit more fresh and
healthy, why not try some

coconuts, or shaved ice
from local vendors2 These
vendors carry their litfle
shop at the back of their
fruck, so they are ever-
moving around the island.

However, there are a few

spofs where you can al-

most always find a coco-
nut/shaved ice vendor:

* Right next to the Red
Anchor in San Nicolas,
on the way to Baby
Beach.

e Along the main road
next to the airport field.

* At the California Light
House.

e At the Alto Vista Cha-

pel.

These vendors may also sell
other delights, like the be-
loved coconut-based des-
sert “cocada” or peanuts.
All'in all, in Aruba, you can
always find some place
to take a break and have
a bite of something local,
you maybe just might have
to look for them!

Photo credit: wheninaruba.
com
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Be aware of scams on social medial

Don't click on sponsored ads that are using Aruba Today's likeness. Visit only our
official Facebook Page, Aruba Today News or our website,

If you encounter any problems, we are here to help: news@arubatoday.com
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www.arubatoday.com.

Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now

(Oranjestad)—The Aruban
culture has seen many sub-
stantial developments over
the course of a century.
With the introduction of the
Lago Refinery at the turn of
the 20th century, followed
by the breakout of the Sec-
ond World War and the
general incentive for politi-
cal independence during
the mid-century, a cultural
identity on the island be-
gan to take form and have
since developed through
international and local in-
fluences.

In the pre-industrial era of
the 19th century, much
could not be said about
a cultural identity on the
island. Still being a part of
a Dutch colonial territory
at the same, as well as not
having political oreconom-
ic autonomy (Curacao was
the center of commerce,
cultural life, and politi-
cal management of the
Netherland Antilles at the
time), the small population
of Aruba consisted mostly
of farmers and fishermen,
tending to their crops and
their cattle, or going out
to fish to provide for their
family. As Quito Nicolaas
states in his artficle Historia
di Literatura Arubiano: E
Bida Cultural (Literary His-
tory of Aruba: Cultural Life),
“during the pre-industrial
period, there were no sig-
nificant economic activity
that could have created
a cultural ambience, with
only one way to generate
profit at the time for the sub
existence of Aruban fami-
lies.”

It wasn't unfil the infro-
duction of the Lago Refin-
ery in San Nicolas in 1928,
that the island saw a small
boom in cultural manifes-
tations and entertainment,
as farmers left the ‘cunucu’
(country) life to work in the
refinery, which resulted in
Aruba acquiring a different

entertainment and cultural
manifestations were mostly
experiences by local par-
ishes and the island’s elite,
who often partook in cul-
tural and entertaining ac-
tivities around the island,
like going to the movie the-
ater or coming together to
share poetfry on Sundays
after church.

Literary life

Throughout the 19th cen-
tury and up unfil the 1940s,
there were also not much
tfrace of a cultural climate
for the cultural-literary sec-
tor on the island. Primary
education was infroduced
on the island mid-19th
centfury, followed by sec-
ondary and higher educa-
fion around the late 30's
and 40’s. It wasn't until the
1950s, with the infroduction
of the E.R.N.A agreementin
1951 and the signing of the
Statute in 1954, which al-
lowed more space for and
confrol over the economic
and cultural development
of Aruba, that the literary
life on the island began to
grow substantially com-
pared to decades before.
This was in response to local
institutions established in
the 1940s for cultural and lit-
erary growth on the island,
but that did not yet capture
the attention of the gener-

= .

al public. The 1950 brought

with it a boom of literary
production on the island,
like those of V.S. Piternella,
as well as migrant authors
José Ramon Vicioso y Rings
William Rufus, who have
also contributed to the lit-
erary development on the
island. The literary move-
ment was further promoted
by local broadcasters Voz
di Aruba and Radio Kelk-
boom, with their regular
broadcast of literary works.

The 50s and 60s also saw
the influence of internation-
al cultures, especially that
of the United States. During
this time, because of inter-
national influences as well
as the continued prosperity

of the oil refinery, cultural
fraditions in Aruba began
to really take form and be-
come widespread, as dif-
ferent worldly and local
concepts were infroduced
in the Aruban society. With
the establishment of local
television broadcast sta-
tion Tele-Aruba in 1963,
and with time and possibili-
ties, local programs such as
“Nos Tera”™ (“Our Land”)
started to pay more atten-
tion to the Aruban culture
and worked to form a cul-
tural consciousness in the
community. The 1960s also
saw the rise of local authors
and artists, who were more
comfortable in producing
works in our native tongue,
Papiamento, but who also

produced works in Span-
ish, English and Dutch. This
new phenomenon was in
response to the interac-
fion between economic
growth, individual prosper-
ity, cultural life and literary
expression.

The 21st century
Nowadays, international in-
fluence on our culture is sfill
prevalent, especially those
from Latin America, the
United States and The Neth-
erlands. Nevertheless, there
also exists a strong cultural
identity and traditions that
are exclusive to the Aruban
culture, often manifesting
during fraditional celebra-
tions, like Dia di San Juan/
Dera Gay (St. John's Day),
Dia di Himno y Bandera
(National Hymn and Flag
Day), Camping during Eas-
ter and much more. With
the surge of social media
in the last decade, artistic
voices, especially those of
the younger generatfion,
has become even more
prevalent and easily acces-
sible to the community of
Aruba through online plat-
forms such as Facebook,
Instagram and TikTok.[_]

Source: Historia di Literatura
Arubiano: E Bida Cultural by
J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas
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CROSSWORD TATWEEs | Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba
By THOMAS JOSEPH 012510 1 GIL 010
Y olplEINIEIDID|ClOIR]S (Oranjestad)—When trav- P Saturday. On Sundays, su-
ACROSS 46 Lent a DIO|THMU | AlY BW OO eling to another country, o J = permarkets generally close
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NASA unveils new space telescope to

give ‘atlas of the universe’

United States

NASA unveiled a new tele-
scope on Tuesday to scan
vast swathes of the uni-
verse for planets outside
our solar system and probe
the mysteries of dark mat-
ter and dark energy.

The Roman space ftele-
scope is expected to dis-
cover fens of thousands
of planets, possibly offer-
ing clarity abut how many
could be out there.
“"Roman will give the Earth
a new aflas of the uni-
verse,” NASA administra-
tor Jared Isaacman told
a news conference at the
Goddard  Space  Flight
Center in Maryland, where
the telescope went on dis-
play.

The 12-metre (39-feet),
siivery  contraptfion  with
massive solar panels  will
be transported to Florida
ahead of a launch into
space aboard a SpaceX
rocket planned for Sep-
tember atf the earliest.
Roman, which took more
than $4 bilion and over
a decade fo build, is
named after astfronomer
Nancy Grace Roman,
nicknamed the “Mother
of Hubble"” for her role in
developing the landmark
space telescope.

Thirty-six years after Hubble
launched into space, revo-
lutionizing astronomical
observations, NASA hopes
Roman will help to shed
light on questions that re-
main unresolved.

Boasting a field of view at
least 100 times larger than
Hubble's, the telescope
will sweep across vast re-
gions of space from its po-
sition 1.5 million kilometres
(30,000 miles) from Earth.

The telescope will send 11
terabytes of data a day
down to Earth, said Mark
Melton, a systems engineer
at Goddard Space Flight
Center.

“In the first year, we'll have
sent down more data than
Hubble will have for its en-
tire life,” he told AFP.

The telescope’s wide-an-
gle lens will allow NASA to
conduct a census of the
objects that make up our
universe, said Nicky Fox,
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NAKCY GRACE
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NASA Administrator Jared Isaacman (L) speaks alongside
Nicky Fox (2nd L), associate administrator of Science Mission
Directorate, Jamie Dunn (2nd R), Roman telescope project
manager, and Julie McEnery (R), Roman telescope senior
project scientist, in front of the Nancy Grace Roman Space
Telescope dafter it was unveiled to the public at NASA’s Goddard
Space Flight Center in Greenbelt, Maryland on April 21, 2026.

associate administrator for
NASA's Science Mission Di-
rectorate.

“Roman will discover tens
of thousands of new plan-
ets outside our solar sys-
tem. It will reveal billions of
galaxies, thousands of su-
pernovae and tens of bil-
lions of stars,” she said.

This wealth of information
will enable NASA fo tease
out areas of infterest that
can then be investigated
by complementary tele-
scopes, such as the James
Webb Space Telescope.

- Study the invisible -

But Roman will also study
the invisible dark maftter
and dark energy, whose
origins remain unknown
but which are thought to
constitute 95 percent of

our universe.

Dark matter is believed to
be the glue that holds gal-
axies together, while dark
energy pulls them apart
by making the universe ex-
pand faster and faster over
time.

Thanks to its infrared vision,
the telescope will be able
to observe light emitted by
celestial bodies billions of
years ago, effectively look-
ing back in time to hope-
fully discover more about
the two phenomena.]

Looking to purchase

Time - share ( vacation club)
A 1BRor2BR

From week 14 to 16
Contact: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS

To all time share owners
And condos owners

Want to sell ?

Contact us

40 years in business
011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 1/2 bath

4 th floor ocean view
Price :$1,350,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Aruba live

Noord 10 min drive

To eagle beach / palm beach
2 BR 2 bath $385,000

1 BR 1 Bath $ 285,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House For Sale
Savaneta ocean front

1 BR 1 Bath

Price :$1,000,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Savaneta ocean front

2 bedroom 2 bath

Price :$ 2,000,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Mangel Halto

2 min walk to mangel halto
beach

3 BR 2 BR Ocean view
11848,302 sq feet lease land
Price :$900,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf club

Palm beach

Gold season

3 BR 3 Bath sleep 10
Price :$ 30,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Property land

Tanki leendert

10 min drive to eagle beach
488 m2 (5252,788 sq feet)
To build a house 100m2
(1076,391)

Price :$ 360,675

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Pos chigito

5 to 10 min drive to mangel halto
3 BR 2 bath

Lease land 500 m2 ( 5381,955
sq feet)

Price :$390,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

220524

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON
DUTY

Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 527 4000 Tel. 524 8833

¥

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Eagle
Tel. 587 9011

San Nicolas: Centro Medico
Tel. 584 5794

OTHER

Dental Clinic

587 9850

Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police Tipline . .. 11141
Ambulance A
AL LIT—— | —
Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

TaxiTas . ... 587 5900
Prof. Taxi . . 588 0035
TaxiD.T.S. .......5872300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 5833232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

Aruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Against Domestic Violence(FCVR)
Tel. 583 5400

AR s
0!, 524 8888 . .

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

GENERAL INFO

Phone DIrectory e orie

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Ziggy Stardust lives on at David Bowie London immersive

London, United Kingdom
Silhouetted against the
light on stage in 1990, Da-
vid Bowie belts out a deaf-
ening rendition of “Rebel
Rebel” as a rapturous audi-
ence claps along with arms
raised.

Rewind to 1973 and the
iconic star is on stage at
London’s Hammersmith
Odeon singing “Rock ‘n’
Roll Suicide” in his last show
as Ziggy Stardust.

A decade after Bowie died
in 2016 in New York at the
age of 69, these are just
some of the spellbinding
moments captured in a
new immersive, multi-me-
dia feature at London’s
Lightroom venue which
opened Wednesday.

The show features Bowie
performing live, including
previously unseen footage,
alongside rarely heard in-
ferviews.

It is the latest project dedi-
cated to the singer, widely
considered one of the most
influential artists of the 20th
century.

At the ‘“cathedral-like”
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Caribbean Speed Printers N.V.
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classified@cspnv.com
Distribution and Collection

accounting@bondia.com

Social / Website

Juan Luis Pinto

Weststraat 22
T: 582-7800
E: news@arubatoday.com

W: www.arubatoday.com
3 @ArubaTodayNews

People attend the multimedia show ‘David Bowie: You're Not Alone’, showcasing work from the
British musical legend, at the Lightroom venue in Kings Cross in London on April 22, 2026.

Lightroom, images and
footage are projected on
to T1-metre (36-feet) high
screens on all four walls as
well as the floor.

Combined with a 360-de-
gree sound system it’s ideall
for conveying Bowie's “ge-
nius as a live performer”
and creating a sense of be-
ing there in the audience,
according to writer and di-
rector Mark Grimmer.

“It's a social event. It's a
crowd of people, you're
there with other human be-
ings,” Grimmer told AFP.
For the show, Grimmer
and co-director Tom Wex-
ler ploughed  through

countless hours of footage
in the vast Bowie archive.
Highlights of “David Bow-
ie: You're Not Alone” in-
clude the star’'s Haommer-
smith Odeon performance.
The concert famously fea-
tured in the DA Penne-
baker film “Ziggy Stardust:
The Motion Picture” (1983)
which saw Bowie kill off the
Ziggy persona.

- Ilcon and human being -
Another highlight is a 1978
performance of "Heroes”
at London’s Earl’'s Court
when Bowie “was really
at the peak of his power,”
Grimmer said.

Other footage includes
Bowie at Live Aid in 1985
and performing “Starman”
on the BBC chart pro-
gramme Top of the Pops in
1972 dressed in a typically
outlandish rainbow jump-
suit and boots.

Intercut with the footage is
plenty of Bowie in his own
words. The singer, who
had his first major hit with
“Space Oddity” in 1969,
describes the bleakness of
his London childhood and
his search for “colour, exhil-
arafion” and a “way out”.
“I think one of the things
that we wanted to do is to

give an insight intfo Bowie
the human being, as well
as Bowie the icon,” said
Grimmer.

After listening to some of
the many inferviews he
gave, what emerged was
a “very humorous and self-
deprecating” character,
he added.

Bowie laughs as he de-
scribes himself as an “un-
likely” rock star, compares
himself to an ‘“emperor
penguin” and admits to
a burning curiosity about
everything in life “except
country and western (mu-
sic), of course”.

Grimmer also focuses on
Bowie's creative process
which saw him endlessly re-
invent himself.

- ‘Float on life’ -

Essentially a “shy person”,
Bowie, whose birth name
was David Jones, struggled
with performing on stage in
the early years.

To overcome his inhibitions
he would immerse himself
in the characters he cre-
ated such as the androgy-
nous alien rock star Ziggy
Stardust sent to Earth be-
fore an apocalypse.

When all the “theatrics”
were removed, Bowie said
he was basically a writer
who gravitated towards
the isolated and freakish
“not regular guys”.

“I'm a writer, that's what |
do,” he said..

Amy Winehouse's father loses suit against friends
selling her clothes

London, United Kingdom
The father of music super-
star Amy Winehouse on

Monday lost a UK lawsuit
he brought against two of
her friends, who auctioned

Winehouse at Westminster Magistrates Court in west London on
March 17, 2009.

some of her clothes and
other possessions years af-
ter her death.

The late singer's former
stylist Naomi Parry and
her friend Catriona Gour-
lay sold dozens of items,
including a black Armani
bag and dresses Wine-
house wore on her last four
in June 2011.

The court heard argu-
ments in a frial that they
“took advantage” of her
father's forgetfulness and
pocketed more than $1.4
million in sales.

Both denied acting dishon-
estly and said the items
had been given or lent to
them by the singer, even if
there was no proof.

But Amy’'s father, Mifch
Winehouse, sued the pair,
alleging they did not have
the right to sell the items,
which went under the
hammer between Novem-
ber 2021 and May 2023 by
Los Angeles-based auc-
tioneers.

Judge Sarah Clarke said in
her written judgment that
she found that “neither Ms
Parry nor Ms Gourlay delib-
erately concealed any of
their disputed items from
the claimant”.

“Even if | am wrong about
that, Mr Winehouse could
have discovered what
disputed items the defen-
dants had with reasonable
diligence,” she added.(]
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Blazers stun Spurs after Wemby injury, Lakers down Rockets

Los Angeles, United States
The Portland Trail Blazers ex-
ploited an injury to Victor
Wembanyama to score an
upset 106-103 victory over
the second-seeded San
Antonio Spurs in their NBA
Western Conference playoff
series on Tuesday.

San Antonio superstar Wem-
banyama who had scored
35 pointsin the Spurs’ game
one win on Sunday exited
in the second quarter at the
Frost Bank Center in Texas
after hitting his head on the
court floor following a col-
lision with Portland’s Jrue
Holiday.

The 22-year-old looked grog-
gy as he lay on the floor for
several minutes before get-
ting to his feet and jogging
to the locker room.

The 7ft 4in (2.24m) forward
was subsequently ruled out
of the remainder of the
game after entfering the
concussion protocol.

San Antonio looked to have
overcome Wembanyama's
injury as they pulled info a
14-point lead early in the
fourth quarter, leading 93-79
with just over eight minutes
left on the clock.

But with victory seemingly in
sight, San Antonio’s shoot-
ing went ice cold and the
absence of newly crowned
NBA defensive player of the
year Wembanyama was

[t Taerey
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Victor Wembanyama #1 of the San Antonio Spurs holds his head after falling to the court against
the Portland Trailblazers in the first half of Game Two of the Western Conference First Round NBA
Playoffs at Frost Bank Center on April 21, 2026 in San Antonio, Texas.

keenly felt as a determined
Portland snaffled victory,
closing the fourth quarter
with a 27-10 run.

Scoot Henderson led Port-
land’s scoring with 31 points,
while Holiday added 16.
“Basketballis a game of runs,
and the basketball gods are
always gonna repay the
ones that play the game

right,” Henderson ftold NBC
television afterwards.
Game three of the best-of-
seven series takes place in
Portland on Friday.

- LeBron sparks Lakers -

Elsewhere Tuesday, the de-
pleted Los Angeles Lakers
produced another disci-
plined defensive effort to

defeat the Houston Rock-
ets 101-94 and take a sur-
prise 2-0 lead in their Western
Conference first round series.
With Luka Doncic and Aus-
tin Reaves injured in the final
weeks of the regular season,
many had all but written
off the Lakers chances of
mounting a serious chal-
lenge in the playoffs.

But LeBron James, Marcus
Smart and Luke Kennard
combined superbly to car-
ry the Lakers to a second
straight win over the Kevin
Durant-led Rockets.

James finished with 28 points,
while Smart added 25 and
Kennard 23 to give the Lak-
ers hope of advancing as
the series heads to Houston
for game three on Friday.
“As hard as we played in
game one, we knew we had
to double thatin game two,”
James said.

“They were going to come in
with desperation, so we had
fo be even more desperate.
| thought we played a hell
of a game.

“Our own mindset now is
focused on game three,”
the 41-year-old NBA icon
added.

“We know we're going into
a hostile environment. Guys
tend to play befter at home
than they do on the road
so we have to be ready for
that.”

- Sixers bounce back -

In the Eastern Conference
playoffs, Tyrese Maxey and
VJ Edgecombe combined
for 59 points as the Philadel-
phia 7éers scored a series-
leveling 111-97 victory on
the road over the Boston
Celtics. Q4

French teenager Seixas becomes youngest Fleche Wallonne

winner

Huy, Belgium

French prodigy Paul Seixas
at 19 became the young-
est winner of the La Fleche
Wallonne one-day classic
on Wednesday in his first
ride in the race.

Seixas beat home Switzer-
land’s Mauro Schmid and
British rider Ben Tulett to re-
place Philemon De Meers-
man in the race’s history
books as the Belgian was
21 years old and 150 days
when he won in 1936.

It was the dream prepa-
ration for an altogether
tougher task in facing Slo-
venian great Tadej Pogao-
car, who was absent, atf
Liege-Bastogne-Liege on
Sunday.

Pogacar, a two-time win-

ner of the Fleche Wallonne,
could only finish 53rd on his
debut in the race in 2019.
“It is unbelievable, this is a
huge victory,” said Seixas.
“I was just saying to myself
last year | was watching
the race on TV, and this
year | have won it the first
fime | fook part.”

Seixas's opponents had no
answer fo his surge around
300 metres from the finish-
ing line after a punishing
climb.

“| went with my gut feeling
to be honest,” he said.

“l saw that everyone was
at their limif, so | made an
extra effort.

“I tfried fo gauge how my
adversaries were and
when | saw they were tiring

a bit, | said to myself | have
to dig deep till the top of
the climb.”

Seixas finished with his right
elbow bloodied, but he
said it was not due to a fall
and it was an old wound

which  opened  when
the peloton was tightly-
packed.

Seixas is regarded as the
finest talent France has
produced in decades.

He has backed that up
this season by winning the
Tour of the Basque Coun-
fry stage race and the Ar-
deche Classic. He also fin-
ished runner-up in the Tour
of the Algarve and the
Strade Bianche.

However, whether he can
beat both Pogacar and
another big absentee from

Wednesday's race Remco
Evenepoel, who won last
Sunday’s Amstel Gold clas-
sic, in the Liege-Bastogne-
Liege is the big question.

“That is going to be a dif-

ferent level of challenge,”
said Seixas.

“Of course | will give it my
all to win.

“Today, though, shows |
am in great form.”J

Decathlon CMA CGM Team's French Paul Seixas celebrates as
he crosses the finish line to win ‘La Fleche Wallonne’ one day
cycling race, 200 km from Herstal to Huy, on April 22, 2026.
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PGA Tour mulls pathway back for golfers as LIV plots survival

.-

Los Angeles, United States
The PGA Tour is exploring
pathways for players fo
return from LIV Golf, even
as the embattled break-
away circuit scrambles to
rebrand and retain its stars
ahead of the rumored
withdrawal of Saudi fund-
ing.

The golfing world was
shaken last week by wide-
spread reports that LIV only
has support from Saudi
Arabia’s sovereign wealth
fund guaranteed until the
end of the season, after
which the high-spending
tour would face a major
financial deficit if it contin-
ues.

That has prompted specu-
lation that the entire circuit
could soon collapse, leav-
ing marquee players like
Bryson DeChambeau plot-
ting their futures.

q'.

Bryson DeChambeau of Crushers GC plays his shot from the 17th tee prior to LIV Golf Mexico City
at Club de Golf Chapultepec on April 15, 2026 in Mexico City.

Asked this week if the PGA
tour had plans to welcome
back defectors from rival
LIV like DeChambeau, as it
already has with five-time
major winner Brooks Ko-
epka, CEO Brian Rolapp
said the PGA was "“thinking
about it.”

“Brooks came back onto
the tour because he made
a phone call and said,
‘Look, I'm out of my con-
fract. I'm ready to come
back,’”” Rolapp told the
Pat McAfee Show on Mon-
day.

“So we're thinking about it.
We'll react when we have
an opportunity to react.
He added: “I'm interested
in whatever makes the
PGA Tour better.”

Whether DeChambeau
would want to return to
the PGA Tour is not clear,
particularly given the puni-
tive financial terms already
imposed on the likes of Ko-

epka.
DeChambeau’s wildly
popular YouTube chan-

nel regularly draws over
two million views per vid-
eo, and he could feasibly
choose to only play golf's
four major tfournaments.
Even if LIV Golf continues
next season, DeCham-
beau’s confract will be
up, and The Athletic on
Monday reported that the
two-time major winner is
demanding “up to $500
million” to re-sign.

LIV Golf CEO Scott O'Neil,
who last week fold staff
that the tour would con-
finue “full throttle” this sea-
son, said the circuit would
“probably” have to raise
money going forward.

- 'OKGC'’ -

One opfion he has fre-
quently fouted is selling eg-
uity stakesin LIV's 13 teams.
On Tuesday, the tour an-
nounced it was rebranding
the Smash GC team for-
merly captained by Koep-
ka as “OKGC", inspired by
its new, Oklahoma City-na-
tive captain Talor Gooch.
It has previously rebranded
other teams to help attract
fans, sponsors and po-
tential investors from spe-
cific international markefs,
including “Korean Golf
Club”, and the all-South Af-
rican “Southern Guards”.(



