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U.S. Fed chair nominee says will not be controlled by Trump

Washington, United States
Donald Trump’s choice to
lead the US Federal Re-
serve, Kevin Warsh, stressed
Tuesday that he would not
be controlled by the presi-
dent as he fielded ques-
tfions on his assets and cen-

fral bank independence
during his  confirmation
hearing.

Warsh, a former Fed gov-
ernor, was quick to em-
phasize his commitment to
“ensuring that the conduct
of monetary policy remains
strictly independent.”

He added that he would
“absolutely not” be Trump's
puppet -- an accusation
some critics have lobbed
at him amid the president’s
intense pressure on the Fed
fo cut inferest rates.

“The president never asked
me to predetermine, com-
mit, fix, decide on any inter-
est rate decision in any of
our discussions, nor would
| ever agree to do so,”
Warsh said.

He also took aim at the
Fed for missing ifs inflation

.

Kevin Warsh, nominee for U.S. Federal Reserve Chair, testifies during a Senate Banking Committee
hearing on his nomination on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, on April 21, 2026.

target since the Covid-19
pandemic, warning that in-
flation becomes tougher to
curb once it takes hold.

The occasionally tense
hearing before the Senate
Banking Committee marks
a key hurdle Warsh must
overcome to succeed Fed

Chair Jerome Powell when
his term ends on May 15.
Trump, since his return to of-
fice last year, has severely
criticized Powell for not
slashing rates more aggres-
sively.

The president told CNBC on
Tuesday he would be dis-

appointed if the new Fed
chair did not swiftly lower
rates, and again took aim
at Powell over costly reno-
vations at the bank’s head-
quarters.

Warsh insisted that it is up
fo the Fed itself to stay free
from political influence.

“I do not believe that in-
dependence of monetary
policy is threatened when
elected officials state their
views on rates,” he said.

- Impasse? -

All 11 Democrats on the
Banking Committee last
week urged for a delay in
Warsh's nomination pro-
ceedings until separate in-
vestigations into Powell and
Fed governor Lisa Cook are
closed.

Republican Senator Thom
Tillis, who sits on the panel
led by his party, has also
vowed to block all Fed
nominees including Warsh
until the Justice Depart-
ment probe involving Pow-
ellis resolved.

Tillis urged Tuesday for the
investigation on Powell to
be dropped, saying that
renovation cost overruns
it probed appeared legiti-
mate.

With 13 Republicans on the
24-member committee, Til-
lis" vote against Warsh's
confirmation could set up
animpasse. 4

Third lawmaker quits as wave of scandal swamps U.S. Congress

Washington, United States
A Democratic lawmaker
resigned Tuesday, becom-
ing the third member of

the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives to step down in
just over a week as a wave
of ethics scandals engulfs

U.S. Representative Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick, Democrat
from Florida, appears for a hearing of the House Ethics
Committee on Capitol Hill on March 26, 2026 in Washington,
DC.

Congress.

Sheila Cherfilus-McCor-
mick of Florida announced
her immediate resignation
ahead of a scheduled dis-
ciplinary hearing by the
House Ethics Committee,
which had been weighing
potential sanctions over a
string of campaign finance
violations.

Her departure follows the
resignations of Democrat
Eric Swalwell and Repub-
lican Tony Gonzales, who
stepped down amid sep-
arate sexual misconduct
allegations, fueling a rare
bipartisan reckoning over
lawmakers’ freatment of
staff in Congress.
Cherfilus-McCormick had
been accused of diverting

millions of dollars in federal
disaster funds for political
purposes and is facing a
federal criminal case. She
denies wrongdoing and
has pleaded not guilty.

In a statement, she de-
nounced the process as
unfair, saying the Ethics
Committee ‘“refused my
new attorney’'s reasonable
request for time to prepare
my defense” and describ-
ing the proceedings as “a
witch hunt.”

“| simply cannot stand by
and allow my due process
rights to be frampled on,
and my good name to be
tarnished,” she said, add-
ing that she would focus
on fighting for her commu-

nity outside Congress.

The Ethics Committee had
found Cherfilus-McCor-
mick responsible for 25
violations, citing the scale
and persistence of the al-
leged conduct.

The spate of cases has
shaken a narrowly divid-
ed House, where pressure
has mounted on leaders
of both parties to enforce
ethical standards even as
political calculations com-
plicate disciplinary action.
Democratic Virginia Con-
gressman  Suhas  Subra-
manyam, a member of the
Ethics Committee, said the
wave of scandal and trio
of resignations was “not a
good message” to send o
the American people.]
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Bill White, Trump-channelling U.S. envoy to Belgium

Brussels, Belgium

A New Yorker with a faste
for superlatives and, like his
boss, for flashing thumbs-
ups to the cameras, US
ambassador to Belgium Bill
White lives and breathes
Donald Trump’'s MAGA-
style brand of diplomacy.
The 59-year-old envoy --
who boasts a relationship
with Trump reaching back
three decades -- sums up
his mission in simple terms:
“To get an A plus” from
the president. “President
Trump, when | was talking
to him about how much |
loved him, | said, ‘I really
want to make you happy,'”
he told AFP in an interview
in the Belgian capital.

“"He laughed, and he said,
‘Bring back $50 billion in
deals,”” quipped White -- a
longtime entrepreneur with
an easygoing banter who
raised large sums for Trump
in recent campaigns.

The US president may be
loathed, mocked or feared
by many in Europe White
says the job of represent-
ing him is “pretty easy”.

- ‘Truth Social’ on tap -

“I get my news source from
him, not from no offense
but not from you or any-
one else,” White fold AFP
reporters at his official resi-
dence in Brussels.

“I read his Truth Social. |
know exactly what he's
thinking,” said White, who
makes it his mission to relay
Trump’s “message” to the
diplomats, politicians and
business leaders he rubs
shoulders with each day.
Like many of the ambas-
sadors drawn from Trump'’s
Make  America Great
Again (MAGA) movement,
White has little of the ca-
reer diplomat about him.
Before politics he built an
encyclopaedic career:
he started out in real es-
tate, ran a museum, raised
funds for Barack Obama,
and campaigned on the
side for a wealthy Atlanta
suburb to secede from the
city.

He was also a longtime
Democrat, a married gay
man and champion of lib-
eral causes with extremely
good connections Aretha
Franklin sang at his wed-

U.S. Ambassador to Belgium Bill White answers questions in an interview in Brussels on April 17,

2026.

ding.

But the night of Trump’s
2016 election win, White
decided to throw in his lof
with the Republican bil-
lionaire, reportedly ditch-
ing Hillary Clinton’s deflat-
ed campaign event and
crossing town fo Trump’'s.
Fast-forward to late 2025,
and his arrival in Belgium as
US ambassador.

Barely had he unpacked
than White was summoned
to the foreign ministry for
infervening in a case in-
volving Jewish circumcis-
ers in Antwerp a probe he
called “antisemitic.”

He insists the row was not
serious enough fo dent
his “amazing relationship”
with Belgium throwing in a
mildly off-colour joke about
circumcision to drive home
the point. But it catapulted
him onto the front pages
in Belgium, a country of
12 milion where the new
ambassador has already
become something of a
household name.

“That’'s a little weird for
me,” he admitted.

- ‘We love Americal’ -

White likewise plays down
the impact of forays into
local politics by fellow US
ambassadors  that have
ruffled feathers in France,
Poland and elsewhere.

“This whole thing about
we don't love Europe, we
were leaving NATO it's all

baloney,” he said. "Presi-
dent Trump loves Belgium
so much, and Europe too.”
He sees claims of anfi-
American sentiment in Eu-
rope as greatly exaggerat-
ed and has an anecdote
to prove it.

“We were on a boat going
through Ghent last Satur-
day, and we're going un-
der the bridge, and these
people are saying, ‘Am-
bassador White from Amer-
ical We love America,’” he
recalled waving his arms to
recreate the scene.

The US diplomat, whose
residence is adorned with
photos of his husband
and of Trump and his wife
Melania  "Isn't she gor-
geouse” speaks of having
close fies with the Belgian
government.[
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Hiesruates GAME BOY

This photograph shows originals “Nintendo Game Boy” exposed in a newly opened “Video Game
History Museum”, a new cultural attraction dedicated to the development of the video game
industry from the 1940s to the early 2000s in Zagreb, on May 29, 2025.

Game over: Players press EU to ban
‘destroying’ video titles

Brussels, Belgium

It's a bitter pill for video
gamers: a growing num-
ber of older but still-popular
tittes are being dropped
by publishers with servers
going dark overnight in
a practice the EU is being
urged fo outlaw.

More than a million people
from across Europe have
backed a citizens' peti-
fion called “Stop Destroy-
ing Videogames”, and are
now pressing for action in
Brussels.

At the heart of the issue:
in the past decade, hun-
dreds of video ftitles have
been rendered unplayable
at the whim of their publish-
ers, for a variety of reasons
ranging from profitability to
changes in strategy.

A significant part of popu-
lar culture is being wiped
out in the process, with no
compensation for gamers
who in many cases have
invested substantial sums,
notably on microtransac-
fions inside the playing en-
vironment.

The phenomenon has con-
cerned older versions of
hugely popular franchises
such as the FIFA football
simulation series.

But it was the shutdown of
car-racing game The Crew
that proved the final straw
in 2024, prompting players
to mobilise with a European

pefition.

“It's a bit like buying a book
from a publisher and then
suddenly opening it to
find the pages have gone
blank because they've de-
cided you can't play your
game anymore,” Brendan
Fourdan, organiser of the
French chapter of the peti-
fion, told AFP.

- Lawmakers ‘listening’ -
Buoyed by the success of
the citizens’ initiative, gam-
ers’ rights campaigners
have been lining up meet-
ings to persuade the EU's
different institutions to step
in.

After meeting in February
with the European Commis-
sion’s digital chief Henna
Virkkunen and consumer
protection head Michael
McGrath, they made their
case to members of the
European Parliament at a
hearing on Thursday.

“MEPs were listening to our
demands, and their inter-
ventions largely went in
our direction, with lawmak-
ers who understood the
problem and seemed de-
termined to put an end to
what we are denouncing,”
Fourdan said.
Campaigners are call-
ing for existing consumer
protection rules to be en-
forced when it comes to
gaming -- but also for EU
legislation to be updated,

a far bigger challenge.
“Our movement has no
infention whatsoever of
preventing publishers from
stopping the sale of a
game,” Fourdan said.

“What we want is simply
that when they shut down
a game, they leave it in a
state where it can still be
played,” for example on
private servers run by vol-
unteers.

Failing that, the idea is to
require publishers to sys-
tematically refund players.
The issue is far from frivial:
video games are Europe’s
largest  cultural  industry,
generating billions of euros
in revenue each year.

“It's an industry with a huge
amount of revenue, with a
lot of cultural and techno-
logical importance,” said
Moritz Katzner, head of the
advocacy group Stop Kill-
ing Games.

“It most definitely should be
on the radar of the Euro-
pean Commission and the
European Parliament.”
Green EU lowmaker Ca-
tarina Vieira says the issue
is resonating among law-
makers.

“The desire is there for all
political groups to come to
a good solution for those
who buy games and de-
serve to use them for along
term,” she told AFP..J

This picture taken on November 10, 2025, shows 2024
Nobel Prize in Physics winner Geoffrey Hinton, known as the
“Godfather of Al,” attending the Hinton Lectures in Toronto,
Canada.

Unregulated Al like
speeding with no steering
wheel: Al godfather Hinton

Geneva, Switzerland

Artificial Intelligence pioneer Geoffrey Hinton insisted
Tuesday on the need to strictly regulate the technolo-
gy. warning that it remained unclear if humanity could
co-exist with super intelligent Al.

Hinton, considered the “Godfather of Al”, told the
2026 Digital World Conference in Geneva that there
was a dire need to strengthen governance frame-
works and ethical safeguards around the technology.
But, he warned via video link, huge investments were
going info convincing the public that regulating the
technology was akin to slowing down progress.

Those opposed fo regulation say “unregulated Al is
like the accelerator, and regulation is like a brake”,
said the British-Canadian computer scientist who won
the 2024 Nobel Physics Prize for his work on Al.

“They want a very fast car with no steering wheel,” he
said.

His comments came at the end of the day-long Ge-
neva conference on the importance of international
cooperation in shaping the social dimensions of Al.
The participants raised concerns over how global
debates on Al remain largely driven by technical ad-
vances and commercial applications, with less focus
on social impacts in areas including labour markets,
inequality and public services.

Hintfon warned about the impact Al will have on job
losses.

The technology can certainly improve productivity in
areas like health care, where there is always a need
for more.

But in other sectors, like call centres, Al can already do
the jobs as well as people and soon will do it better, he
said, saying it was clear that no amount of re-training
will counter that.

And “if we get super intelligent Al, any intellectual job
it will be able to do,” he said, meaning that “even if
new jobs are created, Al will be a cheaper way to do
them”.

Hintfon, who made headlines when he quit Google in
2023 warning of the “profound risks to society and hu-
manity”, said he remains concerned as Al progresses
at lightning speed.

“"We don’t know whether we can co-exist with super
intelligent Al,” the 78-year-old said.
“But we are constructing it.”[[]




wo RLD NEws WEDNESDAY 22 APRIL 2026

Fondness for Francis undimmed one year after pope’s death

Rome, ltaly

Pilgrims prayed and shared
fond memories at the tomb
of Pope Francis on the first
anniversary of his death
Tuesday, as his successor,
Leo, paid fribute to a man
“"who gave so much”.
Italian visitor Laura Tonelli,
69, wiped her eyes with a
handkerchief after pray-
ing at the modest marble
fomb in Rome’'s Santa
Maria Maggiore Basilica,
inscribed with just “Francis-
cus”, the Argentine pope’s
name in Latin.

“It's not sadness, it's grati-
tude, appreciation for ev-
erything he has done for
me and my family... like a
father who picks you up
every time without every
judging you,"” she told AFP.
Pope Francis, a charismatic
reformer, died at age 88
on April 21 last year Easter
Monday after having led
the world’s 1.4 billion Cath-
olics since March 2013.

His immense popularity is
evidenced by the long
queues that form each day
outside the Rome basilica,
with the faithful and tourists
alike lining up fo pay ftrib-
ute. The lines were longer
than usual Tuesday, with
Catholics kneeling before
the tomb and bouquets of
flowers piling up next to the
single white rose laid there
daily by church staff.

Argentine Carolina Alberi,

Postcards bearing poriraits of Pope Francis and Pope Leo XIV are displayed for sale along the Via
della Conciliazione, with St. Peter’s Basilica in the background in Rome on April 21, 2026.

49, had extended her visit
to Rome to be at Francis's
tomb on Tuesday.

“He livesin us. He was a be-
ing who opened a path for
us, who showed us a path.
With understanding, with
kindness, with a lot of resil-
ience as well,” she told AFP.
“lwouldhavelovedtohave
gotten here (fo Rome) and
have him be here,” she
said, acknowledging that
she felt closer to her former
countryman than Francis's
successor, Pope Leo XIV.
“But, well, he's in us.”
Francis died about «
month after his discharge

from Rome’s Gemelli hos-
pital, where he had spent
38 days being treated for
pneumonia in both lungs.
He had appeared to the
crowds at the Vatican on
Easter Sunday, but died
the following morning. He
became the first pope in a
century to be buried out-
side St Peter’s Basilica.

A special mass for Francis
will be held Tuesday eve-
ning at Santa Maria Mag-
giore, the Roman basilica
dear to the former pope.

- ‘Closeness to the poor’ -
Pope Leo, who was elected

in May 2025 as his succes-
sor, offered his own prayers
for Francis on Tuesday as
he arrived in Equatorial
Guinea, the final stop of a
four-nation African tour.
“On this first anniversary of
his death, | would like fo
remember Pope Francis,
who gave so much to the
Church through his life, his
witness, his words and his
deeds,” the first US pontiff
told reporters.

“Time and again, he did this
by truly living out his close-
ness to the poorest, the
most vulnerable, the sick,
children and the elderly.”

He added: “Let us pray
that he is already enjoying
the Lord’s mercy, and let us
thank the Lord for the great
gift of Francis’'s life to the
whole Church and to the
whole world.”

Italian Prime Minister Gior-
gia Meloni noted that Fran-
cis reached out to “be-
lievers and non-believers
alike”.

“In his teaching, he consis-
fently emphasised the val-
ue of peace, care for the
most vulnerable, and re-
sponsibility toward others,”
she wrote on X.

The anniversary comes
amid a media storm
spurred by US President
Donald Trump's harsh crifi-
cism last week of Pope
Leo’s calls for peace in the
Middle East war.

Leo on Saturday sought to
ease tensions with Washing-
ton, saying that a speech
about “tyrants” delivered
in Cameroon last week had
been written well before
Trump's outburst.

“It was perceived as if |
were frying to start a new
debate with the president,
which doesn’t intferest me
at all,” Leo said.

US Vice President JD
Vance, a Catholic convert
who previously said Leo
should “stick to matters of
morality”, subsequently
said he was “grateful” for
the clarification..

Michelle Bachelet hopes the world is ready for a female UN chief

UnitedNations, United States
Former Chilean president
Michelle Bachelet, a can-
didate for UN secretary-
general, said Tuesday she
hoped the world is finally
“ready” for a woman in
the position.

Since the United Nations
was founded after World
War I, all nine UN chiefs
have been men, although
many countries have ad-
vocated for the appoint-
ment of a woman.

In 2016, despite several fe-
male candidates, Antonio
Guterres of Porfugal won
the race.

“If | am polite, | would say
the world was not pre-
pared for it. Is it prepared
now? | hope so,” Bachelet,
74, told reporters after a

three-hour hearing before
member states.

“It will be a very good sig-
nal,” she said. “It could get
hope for many people.”

In aworld ravaged by wars,
the candidate pleaded
with member states to re-
build trust in the UN, partic-
ularly by continuing the or-
ganization's reform amid a
political and financial crisis.

She also advocated for
a secretary-general who
would be “present in the
field,” somebody “who
has the moral voice” and
a “diplomatic stature that
can be heard” by power-
ful states.

While distrust of the UN is
often illustrated by the Se-
curity Council's paralysis

oNn many pressing issues,
she acknowledged that
she had no “magic formu-
la™” to change things.

“I don't have a magic po-
fion that | can give to mem-
ber states” especially, she
said, the five permanent,
veto-wielding members
of the Security Council so
that “everybody’s friends.”
Three other candidates
Argentina's Rafael Grossi,
Costa Rica's Rebeca Gryn-
span and Senegal’'s Macky
Sall will be interviewed by
member states on Tuesday
and Wednesday, hoping
to secure what General
Assembly President Annal-
ena Baerbock described
as “"one of the toughest
jobs in the world.”

When asked what makes
her the best candidate
fo succeed Guterres on
January 1, 2027, Bachelet
emphasized her “extensive

experience.” As for ques-
fions about her age, she
said, “I have accumulative
youth."d

Former Chilean president Michelle Bachelet takes part in a
discussion at the University of Valparaiso, Chile, on March 31,
2026.
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Counting a billion people: Inside India’s mega census drive

New Delhi, India
Sukhwinder Kaur battles
the scorching sun as she
frudges door-to-door in
New Delhi as part of India’s
colossal exercise to count
more than one billion citi-
zens.

Kaur is among three million
census enumerators fan-
ning out across cities and
villages in an exercise that
will help shape policy for
the country’s estimated 1.4
billion people for years to
come.

Biled as the world’s larg-
est population count, the
census is being held in two
phases at a cost of $1.25
billion, according to the
government.

Last week, the heat be-
came overwhelming for
Kaur, a government school
teacher.

“I went back home, but
returned again in the eve-
ning,” said Kaur, who will be
paid 25,000 rupees ($270)
for the assignment, like oth-
er census enumerators.
Feebly knocking on a door
in the servants' quarters of
an upscale housing soci-
ety, Kaur, 38, tried to ex-
plain the purpose of her
visit o an elderly resident.
“Because we have been
handling  children, we
have, in a way, learned
how to deal with all kinds of
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Lalit Verma (R), a census enumerator and a school teacher, collects details of housing and
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amenities during a door-to-door survey in the first phase of the census at a residential area in New

Delhi on April 20, 2026.

people,” she said.

“Some speak politely, some
behave strangely but we
know how to handle them.”
In the first phase, census
tfakers ask 33 questions re-
lated to water, sanitation,
electricity, cooking fuel
and internet.

The second phase next
year will focus on econom-
ic status as well as the more
contentious question of
caste the millennia-old so-
cial hierarchy that is deeply
entwined with Indian poli-
fics and welfare entfitle-
ments.

Asin the past, census results
will be released in phases
starting late next year.

- Welfare schemes -

The Hindu-majority nation
faces mounting challeng-
es in providing housing,
electricity and other basic
needs to its growing popu-
lation.

Many of its megacities are

already grappling with
water shortages and over-
crowded slums.

The government says the
first phase “forms an es-
senfial foundation for ev-
idence-based planning
and formulation of welfare
and development pro-
grammes.”

In the southern tech hub of
Bengaluru, teacher Sheikh
Shavali held on to his cap
to shield against the sun as
he made his way through
the cramped Ilanes of
Maya Bazaar.

"l take a break once every
two hours,” he said with a
smile.

Enumerators have to sur-
vey 20-25 houses a day but
Shavali, 50, has no com-
plaints.

“I am freating this work as
my small contribution to
help these people. If | get
the data out correctly,
proper schemes can be
made for them.”

Most of the houses in the
area, dofted with open
drains, do not have a toi-
let. Residents have to walk
several meters to use the
nearest public lavatory.

But Shavali noted most
of the households had at
least one smartphone, un-
derscoring India’s uneven
growth.

For the first fime, the cen-
sus is being conducted
through a dedicated mo-
bile app.

But the digital shift has not
been seamless.

Lalit Verma, a 48-year-old
Delhi teacher, said he was
also taking notes in a diary
in case the data is lost due
to glitches.

Others have welcomed the
change.

Bengaluru teacher Anandi
A. said the app was “easy
to use”.

“It takes about five to 10
minutes to finish putting in
details of one household,”

she said.

- ‘Speak calmly’ -

Punith, who uses one name
and has been tasked with
fraining census takers in
Bengaluru, said earlier it
would take "many months”
for data to be scrutinised
and verified.

“Now (within) three to four
hours, | will sync (the data)
and it goes to supervisor,
then the supervisor will ap-
prove it and the census
gets completed,” he told
AFP.

India’s last census was held
in 2011. The one planned in
2021 was delayed by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The groundwork for the lat-
est census included frain-
ing sessions that focus as
much on temperament as
on technology.

At one such session attend-
ed by AFP in Bengalury,
enumerators were instruct-
ed on how first impressions
could make or break an in-
terview.

"Greet politely, state your
name and purpose, and
immediately show your of-

ficial ID,” the guidelines
read.
Enumerators must  dress

neatly and speak calmly,
avoiding any tone that
might sound hurried or
rude.

They are also trained to ex-
plain to residents that their
personal data is protected
under the Census Act.
Refusals are expected, and
frainees are advised to of-
fer return visits rather than
push for answers.

Back in Delhi, Verma en-
countered locked homes,
hesitant  residents and
houses where only children
were present.

“I have noted the house
numbers,” he said.

“I' will revisit those homes
where complete informa-
tion was not received.”]
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Aruba’s underwqter wonderland

(Oranjestad)—Exploring the un-
derwater wonders is something
you should definitely do during
your stay in Aruba. The underwater
world has everything to offer that
makes a snorkel trip so excep-
tional; an impressive, colorful sea
life with exotic fishes, turtles and
beautiful coral reef. The historic
shipwrecks, located on the Aruban
seabed are also worth a visit. Aru-
ba is known for its white beaches
and blue oceans, which means
there are many fascinating under
water spots you can explore. So
take your snorkeling gear and visit
some of these top places for un-
derwater exploration.

Tres Trapi

‘Tres Trapi’ means three steps in
Papiamento. The beach is called
Tres Trapi because it is accessible
by a tiny stairway carved into the
rocky coastline. Tres Trapi is a small
beach, located on the north-west-
ern side of the island, an approxi-
mately 5 to 10 minute drive from
Palm Beach. From the unique steps
you walk right into the clear and
furquoise blue ocean. While you're
snorkeling, you will encounter all
kind of tropical fishes and sea stars.
The kind of starfish you will find in
the Aruban waters is the red cush-
ion sea star. This is a starfish that is
commonly found in the shallow
waters of the Caribbean Sea and
if you are lucky during your snor-
keling visit to Tres Trapi, you may

come across one of the green sea
turtles. Respect the animals, keep
your distance and just enjoy the
view. Also remember; it is a once in
a life time experience.

Antilla shipwreck

Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship,
built in 1939 in Hamburg, Germany.
Antilla came to Aruba, because it
had to find a neutral port. When
Germany invaded the Netherlands
on May 10, 1940, the crew decided
to let their own ship sink, to prevent
it from falling into the hands of the
Dutch Navy. Antilla lies on its port-
side in Malmok bay, and the sunk-
en WWII ship is now one of Aruba'’s
most popular snorkeling and dive
spotfs. However, the ship wreck
can only be reached by boat. The
ship is visible from the surface and
during your snorkeling trip you be
surrounded by hundreds of tropical
fishes, but the ship wreck alone is
already impressive enough.

Baby Beach

Baby beach is a lagoon with crys-
tal blue ocean. The beach is lo-
cated on the southern part of the
island. On the way to the famous
beach, you will drive through the
old capital of Aruba, San Nicolas.
The old Aruban culture can be sfill
felt and experienced here, so do
not hesitate to get out of your car
and walk around for a while. Baby
beach is a child friendly beach,
since itis shallow and the water has
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a plecsom‘ ’rempero’rure The name
therefore fits well with the beach.
Further in the lagoon, you'll find a
lot of people snorkeling. This is an
excellent spot fo go under water
exploring—but do take care not to
go too far out; outside the lagoon
the waves can be pretty rough! In
the lagoon there is an area marked
until where it is recommended to
snorkel and on the beach you will
find different facilities. It is a perfect
beach to spend your day snorkel-
ing and relaxing.

Mangel Halto

Mangel Halto beach is located in
Savaneta, on the southern-west
part of the island. The beach is

different from the other beaches
in Aruba; it is beach full of man-
groves. The main entrance to
reach the beach is through a small
bridge that takes you through the
mangrove frees. There are diverse
spofs where you can enjoy a per-
fect beach day, accompanied
with wooden stairs built to allow
easy access to the water and a
dock to sit on and enjoy the view.
Mangel Halto is also worth a visit
for the snorkeling experience. In-
side the bay, the wateris clear and
you'll find many colorful fish. Out-
side the bay is a bit more challeng-
ing for beginners because of the
wind and the waves, but the coral
is alive and it is snorkel heaven.[ ]
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Why You Should Not Miss Aruba’s Free City Center Street Car Tour

(Oranjestad)—Aruba’s City
Center Street Car - or as
we call it in Dutch; “Tram
van Oranjestad’ - is a sin-
gle track tram line in Oran-
jestad, the capital city of
Aruba. It was inaugurated
on 22 December 2012, be-
ing the first and so far the
only passenger rail ser-
vice on Aruba and the rest
of the Duich Caribbean.
There are two ftrolleys, a
single-deck one with 42
seats and a double-decker
with 64 seats. The line was
inspired by the popular
battery-powered streetcar
operation at the Grove in
Los Angeles, USA. Aruba’s
streetcars are powered by
hydrogen fuel cells, which
are charged by the island’s
year-round trade winds.

Caya Betico Croes, mostly
referred to as our “main
street” has been devel-
oped info a pollution-free
pedestrian mall. The dou-
ble-decker offers you a 360

degree view of the down
town area with a picture
perfect scenery of the is-
land’s clear blue skies. Who
would not enjoy a ride on
this beautiful and naturally
air-conditioned  vehicle?
The tour consists of a total
of 9 stops approximately
200 meters apart from each
other; all stops are clearly
marked. The fram will bring
you close to different mu-
seums, historical plazas,
monuments, the Protestant
church, Aruba’s high- end
mall, retail shops, and a va-
riety of local and interno-
fional cuisine restaurants.
The "l love Aruba” frade-
mark also belongs to that
list. The third stop on the
routfe is close to a 5-minute
walk to the famous Renais-
sance Marina showcasing
luxurious yachts and Aru-
ba’s blue waters.

The “Tram van Oranjestad”
starts from a balloon loop
near the Port of Call and

serves the down’rown ared
and ends at Plaza Nicky.
The first ride starts at 10:00
am sharp with intervals of

25 minutes. The last trolley
departs from the cruise port
at 5:00 pm. Don't miss this
tour of the beautiful Aru-

ba's City Center — it is free

for allll

Birds of Aruba: Soaring through the blue skies

(Oranjestad)—Aruba’s nature is
very diverse and is home to sev-
eral beautiful and majestic wild-
life. Among these is the bright Tru-
pial, whose angelic voice is always
heard with the rising sun; the cud-
dly parakeet, always in company
of another, and the majestic War-
awara, a mighty bird that can be
seen soaring in the clear blue skies.

Trupial

Icterus icterus, or known locally as
the Venezuelan or Orange Trou-
pial, is a striking songbird whose
bright orange feathers can be
spotted from a far distance. Known
to be the first bird to sing at the first

sign of sunrise, this beloved song-
bird likes to wake up with a tune.
But don't let their angelic songs
fools you; the Trupial can be a bit
aggressive towards any threat, pro-
tective over their nesting spotfs—
nesting spots they most likely stole
from other birds. Trupials can be
seen regularly, often in trees or on
top of a cactus.

Photo Credit: Daniel Ruben Gon-
zalez

Prikichi (parakeet)

The Brown-throated Prikichi (Aratin-
ga pertinax) became the national
bird of Aruba back in 2015, at the
request of Aruba Birdlife Conserva-

tion. The bright green, adorable
parakeet usually flies in flock of
30 or more, but its population has
been declining since the 2010s.
Prikichis are a shier breed than the
frupial, often flying away at the
sign of any threat. They use termite
nests for breeding spots and feed
mostly on seeds from the Kwihi
free, Divi Divi tree and fruits.

Photo Credit: Daniel Ruben Gon-
zalez

Warawara

The Warawara or Caracara is one
of the biggest birds found in the
Aruban mondi. At a heigh of 41 to
60 cm, their wingspan can mea-
sure up to 125 cm. Known as the
“garbage man”, this bird of prey
mostly feeds on dead animails. Ifs
coat is dark brown, with a cream-
colored neck, orange face, thick
beak and long legs. The Warawara
prefers to build its nest in the mid-
dle of tall cacti and produces a

rattling, screaming sound, throw-
ing its head back onto ifs back
while calling.

While these birds are a beautiful
sight to behold, it is very important
to keep your distance and respect
their habitafts. Thisis how we protect
our wildlife. By admiring the beauty
of Aruba in a safe and respectful
manner, we can do our part in pro-
tecting our sacred nafture.

Photo Credit: Aruba Birdlife Con-
servation
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

A@amﬁr& Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

— WIN A SHARE OF UPTO —

SILOOO fin
Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play.
Play up to five times each Wednesday.

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Preizels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs ond Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lozy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Pluy Respansibly. Visit www.gomble y

org if you or

wou knaw has o gumbling problem,

The legend of the Kibrahacha tree

ORANIJESTAD—The Kibrahacha is
a famous tree known locally for its
bright, yellow flowers that blooms for
just three days. Scientifically known
as Tabebuia billbergii, and in Eng-
lish as the Yellow Poui, this tree is
native to the Caribbean islands of
Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao, and
is considered among locals as one
of the most spectacular trees on the
island. But did you also know that
the beautiful yellow flowers have a
story behind them?

The Kibrahacha is said fo have ex-
fremely hard wood—so hard that
it can break an axe. In fact, that’s
what its name means in Papiamen-
to: “kibra” (break) “hacha” (axe).
The flowers bloom around April and
May, but this only last for about
three days, as the flowers start to
fall off and the free starts growing
its green leaves. The Kibrahacha is
especially particular, asit’s the only
one among ifs neighboring frees to
starts blooming first.

The legend of the Kibrahacha
Written by Hubert (Lio Booi)

One day Aterima, who lived west
of the hill Sero Warawara, woke up
one day to find her father sleeping
in his hammock, suffering a bout of
terrible fever. Her mother was very
worried, and as was the custom in
the olden days, asked Aterima to go
fetch Kudawecha, who was a epis-
temophile, to come see his father.

Aterima wasted fo time and went
to go fetch Kudawecha. Upon
teling Kudawecha that her father
was sick, he immediately accom-
panied Arefima back to her hut,
where he encountered her father
in a bad state. Not willing to waste
any time, he told Aretima that the
only thing that can cure her father
is a home-made potfion made out
of the Kibrahacha flower. At the
fime the Kibrahacha was not yet in
her blooming season, but the stub-
born Kudawecha was determined
to bring back Aretima’s father back
to health, and so off they went to
the nearest Kibrahacha tree.

When they arrived at the tree, they

saw that it was covered head fo
tfoe in thorns, with only a few closed
flowers at the very top. Kudawecha,
experienced veteran in all things
Aruban flora and fauna, told Areti-
ma to start plucking the thorns of
the free to climb to the top where
the flowers are. Aretima, just as de-
termined to save her father, didn't
hesitate to start.

To her surprise, every fime she
plucked a thorn of the free, a bright,
yellow flower bloomed in ifs place.
The thorns were hard to pluck out,
but Aretima continued plucking with
enthusiasm and wonder at the un-
folding sight before her. Not foo long
after she was able to fill her entire
satchel with the yellow flowers.

Kudawecha, safisfied to see Aretima
so happy and encouraged o help
her father, fook her back to her hut.
Upon arriving back at the hut,
Arefima’s mother quickly made a
tea out of the flowers and gave it to
her sick husband. Miraculously, after
just one sip of the teaq, the father's
fever left his body immediately, and

he opened eyes and sprung up feel-
ing new.

The next morning, they all visited the
same Kibrahacha tree that saved
the life of Aretima’s father and they
saw another miracle. The free was
covered again in the same bright,
yellow flowers, with not a thorn in
sight. And as the legend goes, from
that day on, the Kibrahacha tree no
longer produced any more thorns.[

Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Picudal

(Oranjestad)—If you're ever planning
on snorkeling during your vacation
on Aruba, you may spot fish that you
can't recognize. One of these may be
the “Picuda”, a very common fish that
swims all year long in the waters of Aru-
ba. Here's some information about the
beloved Picuda.

Well known is the Picuda on the is-
land—Barracuda in English. Its scientific

" name is Sphyraena barracuda. It is a
- widely caught fish. It is found through-

out the year in our waters, where it is
a so-called “ambush predator” that
stays sfill or floats in the water waiting
forits prey to approach so it can attack
it with lightning speed. It is well known
for fishermen, especially for its white

. fleshin fish soup. In fishing culfure, there

are many other names, such as Pecho
blanco, Blekito, Banana, or Bleki. The
names vary according to size.

In Aruba:

Picuda can be found in our waters
around our island throughout the year.
Picuda, in our waters, is edible without
any problem. Picuda is also a highly
sought-after fish by sports fishermen or
recreational fishermen because it puts
up a good fight once hooked. It can
be caught via frolling from a boat, cast-
ing from shore with a line or rod, or by
jigging, casting the lure (artificial bait)
and moving it with certain rod motions.

Picture courtesy of the Department
of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries
(Santo Rosa).d
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In this new episode, Etnia Nativa delivers a powerful
reminder of why mangroves matter now more than
ever, echoing the wisdom of Thai fishermen: ‘If there
are no mangrove forests, the sea will have no mean-
ing, because mangroves are the roots of the sea”.

Mangroves are remarkable ecosystems that form a
natfural bridge between land and sea. Found along
fropical coastlines, estuaries, and lagoons, these salt-
tolerant frees and shrubs thrive in conditions where
few others can survive. Growing below the maximum
fide level, mangroves create a unique ecosystem
that is as resilient as it is essential.

Theirrole in environmental protectionis profound. Act-
ing as a natfural barrier, mangroves shield coastlines
from erosion while softening the impact of waves,
storm surges, and exireme weather events such as
hurricanes and fsunamis. Their infricate root systems
filter pollutants like nifrates and phosphates carried
by rivers, improving water quality and protecting both
freshwater and marine ecosystems. At the same time,
they prevent seawater from encroaching inland,
maintaining a delicate ecological balance.

Mangroves are also vital allies in the fight against cli-
mate change. Experts estimate that they capture
and store approximately 34 million tons of carbon
globally, making them one of the planet’'s most ef-
ficient natural carbon sinks.

Beyond their environmental importance, mangroves
are biodiversity hotspots. Their rootfs provide shelter
and breeding grounds for fish, crabs, shrimp, and
mollusks, while birds depend on them for nesting and
feeding. Nearby coral reefs also benefit, as juvenile
marine species use mangroves as safe nurseries dur-
ing the early stages of life.

For coastal communities, mangroves are indispens-
able. They support livelihoods by providing food and
resources. At low tide, people gather shellfish and
shrimp from the exposed flats; at high fide, fish enter
the mangrove forests, turning them into rich fishing
grounds. Mangrove trees themselves offer wood for

Article by Etnia Nativa

WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience!
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels

construction, fuel, medicinal resourc-
es, and tannins.

Recent scientific research has even
uncovered new possibilities. Man-
groves’ natural tolerance to salin-
ity has opened doors in biotechnol-
ogy. including studies exploring how
their genes might help develop salt-
resistant crops like rice—potentially
transforming agriculture for coastal
regions.

Yet, despite their resiience, man-
groves are highly sensitive to envi-
ronmental changes. They require a
precise balance of saltwater and
freshwater to survive. Rising sea levels,
driven by climate change, disrupt this
balance, while pollution and overex-
ploitation further threaten their exis-
tence.

Aruba’s history offers a cautionary
fale. In the early 19th century, man-
grove oysters once supported a small
but thriving local industry. Harvested
from mangrove roots, they provided
both food and income. However,
mangrove wood soon became more
valuable and was heavily exploited
for construction projects, including
fort building in Curacao and lime pro-
duction. As development expanded,
mangrove forests were cleared, lead-
ing to the collapse of oyster populo-
fions and long-term ecological dam-
age.

Today, the consequences of those
choices remain visible. What was once
a sustainable resource was lost to short-
term gain, altering the island’s environ-
mental balance.

The lesson is clear: protecting man-
groves is not just about conserving na-
ture—it is about preserving culture,
livelihoods, and the future of coastal
communities. Responsible tourism and
environmental awareness are critical.
Respecting protected areas, reducing
waste, and supporting conservation ef-
forts are small but meaningful steps that
can collectively make a difference.

Mangroves are more than trees; they
are lifelines. In Aruba, they sfill stand—
resilient, vital, and ireplaceable. The
question that remains is simple: will we
stand with them?

For those eager to go beyond the sur-
face of Aruba’s postcard beauty, Etnia
Nafiva offers something rare: a deeply
personal encounter with the island’s an-
cestral soul. Rooted in the lineage of na-
five Aruban families and pre-Columbian
heritage, it invites visitors to step info
history—not as observers, but as partici-
pants.

Because in Aruba, heritage is not just
preserved—it is lived.[

Don't just visit Aruba—understand it.
Whats App+297 592 2702
etnianativa03@gmail.com
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Get to know the history of the gold indusiry on Aruba

(Oranjestad)— We have talked
about the Bushiribana Gold Mill
Ruin before and its brief history dur-
ing the gold industry on Aruba, but
get to know a little more about the
history of the “Aruban Gold Rush.”

The first hint of gold on Aruba ac-
tually dates back to 1725, when
rumors about gold being found
in dug up freasure chests of the
Spanish colonial era prompted the
first official exploration for gold on
the island, commissioned by the
Dutch West India Company. Under
the leadership of Mr. Paulus Printz,
a three-year search was conduct-
ed on Aruba, to no avail. Though
they found some specks of gold,
it was not enough to motivate a
further search, and the assignment
was discontfinued by Printz himself.
It wasn't unfil 100 years later, in
1824, when a young farmer boy
named Willem Rasmijn found a
lump of gold while out herding his
father’s sheep in the area of Rooi
Fluit on the north coast. His father
tfook it fo a local merchant who
then sold the lump for $70. Unbe-
knownst to the boy and his father,
they quite literally struck gold,
and as word got out, a gold fe-
ver spread among the locals who
started searching for more gold.

When the colonial governor in
Curacao, Governor Cantz'laar,

heard about the news, he sent his
adjutant, Capitan van Raders, to
start harvesting gold. This was in
July 1824. In august of that same
year, the governor followed suit to
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the island, accompanied by high-
ranking military officials. When cifi-
zens started swarming the area in
search for gold, The Netherlands
sent more froops to safe guard the
gold.

Prominent places where gold
was found was in Daimari, Waco-
bana, Arikok, Rooi Fluit, Hadicou-
radi and later West punt, where
gold ore was found. Because of
a lack in advanced technology
and mafterials to harvest the gold,
the process took a more primitive
approach: Clay rocks containing
fraces of gold were left to dry in
the sun. Then, workers would start
chipping the clay away on a large
canvas to catch the gold particles
that were left behind after the wind
blew away the dust from the clay.
In the harvest period of 1824-1825,
there was a total of 71,000 kilos
collected through commissioned
harvesting. Locals themselves re-
portedly found about 25 pounds
worth of gold in the nearby rivers.
The following years after that first
big harvest, commission work fell
off, and in 1828, the director of the
goldmines, Johan Gravenhorst,
decided to halt harvesting.

Almost 40 years later, the London-
based Aruba Island Gold Mining
Company Ltd. was granted con-
cession. The firm built their gold
mines on Bushiribana, and in the
port of Oranjestad a long road
that connected the gold mill to the
port. The ores themselves came
from Sero Plat en Sero Cristal.

By this point, workers were sfill us-
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ing primitive methods to harvest
the ores. For example, when some-
one had to go into the mines, there
were no stairs or lifts; the person
had to be brought down in a big
bucket, with two or more workers
holding the bucket by a thick rope
above ground.

Aruba Island Gold Mining Com-
pany Ltd. reportedly operated un-
fil 1899, and right after the Aruba
Gold Concession Ltd. was estab-
lished, coincidentally also based
in London. This time, the gold mill in
Balashi was built, and more mines
were dug up all around the island.
The gold ores that were found
were fransported via frack engine,
locally called the “trekinchi”. De-
spite being more equipped for the
job, the Aruba Gold Concession
Ltd. could not produce any real
profit, and so the concession was
terminated just eight years later, in
1908.

A local firm, the “Aruba Goud
Maatschappij” (Aruba Gold Com-
pany) took over the concession,
along with all the materials and
equipment. In the beginning, the
company saw good profit, and
for a while, the island’s economy
depended primarily on the min-
ing and harvesting of gold. But just
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like its predecessors, the streak of
luck for the Aruba Gold Company
came to an end when WWI broke
out.
The main reason why production
stopped this time was reportedly
because of a lack in dynamite for
extracting the ores from the mines,
as well as a lack in raw materials
like German cyanide for the refin-
ing process. By the time the war
ended, the equipment that was
left at Balashi were too old to use
again. After the war, gold produc-
tion on the Aruba was left to a
standstill.
According to anissue in Aruba Esso
News paper in 1953, Henny Eman
wanted to start up digging again,
this time using independent miners.
He argued that there was proof of
more gold to be discovered. Plus,
hiring independent miners would
boost the island’s employment
rate.
When it was proven that gold was
in fact still present, the executive
board on the island promised to
fund the project only if the gold dug
up proved to be valuable. Howev-
er, nothing else was reported after
this, so it could be concluded that
there was no real profitable market
on the island anymore.
The ruins of the Bushiribana and
Balashi Gold Mills are still standing,
and open for the public to visit.
These structures offer a glance into
the past, to a time where Aruba
experienced one of its first wave of
industrialization. Today, these struc-
tures are persevered as historical
monuments.

Source:

1. “De Kolibrie op de Rots (en meer
over the geschiedenis van Aruba)” by
Evert Bongers.

2. Aruba Esso News, 1953 issue.
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Rover discovers more building blocks
of life on Mars

Paris, France

A NASA rover has discov-
ered more building blocks
of life on Mars after carry-
ing out a chemistry experi-
ment never before con-
ducted on another planet,
scientists said Tuesday.

The organic molecules are
not definitive evidence
of past life, the NASA-led
team emphasised, be-
cause they could also
have formed on the red
planet or crash-landed on
meteorites.

But it proves that these
important clues to Mar-
fian history have been
preserved on the surface
for more than three billion
years, they added.

Back then, the surface of
Mars was thought to have
been dotfted with huge
lakes and rivers full of liquid
water, a key ingredient for
life as we know it.

NASA's  Curiosity  rover
landed in a former lake
bed called the Gale cro-
fer in 2012, and has been
searching for signs of pos-
sible past life since.

The car-sized rover carried
two tubes of a chemical
called TMAH, which can
break apart organic mat-
ter to see what it is made
out of.

“This experiment’s never
been run before on anoth-
er world,” Amy Williams, an
astrobiologist working on
the Curiosity mission told
AFP.
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This NASA photo released June 7, 2018 shows a low-angle
self-portrait of NASA’s Curiosity Mars rover vehicle at the site
from which it reached down to drill info a rock target called
“Buckskin” on lower Mount Sharp.

The team were under pres-
sure because they only
had "“two shots to get it
right”, added Williams, the
lead author of a new study
describing the results.

The experiment, conduct-
ed in 2020, detected more
than 20 organic molecules,
including several that had
never before been con-
firmed on Mars.

These included a molecule
called benzothiophene,
which has also been found
in meteorites and aster-
oids.

“The same stuff that rained
down on Mars from mete-
orites is what rained down
on Earth, and it probably
provided the building
blocks for life as we know
it on our planet,” Williams
said.

Another molecule contain-
ing nitrogen “is a precursor
to how DNA is eventually

How to._k
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built,” she added.

“We're seeing the build-
ing blocks for life prebiotic
chemistry on Mars pre-
served in these rocks for bil-
lions of years."[]
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To all time share owners
And condos owners

Want to sell ?

Contact us

40 years in business
011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 1/2 bath

4 th floor ocean view
Price :$1,350,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Aruba live

Noord 10 min drive

To eagle beach / palm beach
2 BR 2 bath $385,000

1 BR 1 Bath $ 285,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House For Sale
Savaneta ocean front

1 BR 1 Bath

Price :$1,000,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Savaneta ocean front

2 bedroom 2 bath

Price :$ 2,000,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Mangel Halto

2 min walk to mangel halto
beach

3 BR 2 BR Ocean view
11848,302 sq feet lease land
Price :$900,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf club

Palm beach

Gold season

3 BR 3 Bath sleep 10
Price :$ 30,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 1/2 bath

4 th floor

Price :$ 1,350,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale
Pos chigito
5 to 10 min drive to mangel halto
3 BR 2 bath
Lease land 500 m2 ( 5381,955
sq feet)
Price :$390,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON
DUTY

Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 527 4000 Tel. 524 8833

4

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Eagle
Tel. 587 9011

San Nicolas: Centro Medico
Tel. 584 5794

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850

Walk-In Doctor's Clinlc 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police

Police Oranjestad

Police Sta. Cruz 527 2900
Police San_Nicolas 584 5000

Police Tipline .. 11141

Fire.Depl .. cnvnd i
Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

TaxiTas . ... 587 5900
Prof. Taxi  .....5880035
T 00
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

Aruba Food Bank

Jel. 5880002 s
FAVI- Visually Impaired

Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Against Domestic Violence(FCVR)
Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes

1. 524 8888 . i
Child Abuse Prevention

Tel. 582 4433

GENERAL INFO

Phone Directory  .........Jel: 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Romanian Al music sensation Lolita sparks racism debate

Bucharest, Romania

The sultry songs of Lolita
Cercel, an Al-generated
singer, are a sensafion in
Romania, racking up mil-
lions of views online -- but
angering real-life musicians
and drawing criticism from
the Roma minority as arac-
ist cliche.

Since debuting late last
year, “Lolita” has given TV
interviews, landed repre-
sentation by a top booking
agency and had a cabinet
member use the digitally
generated singer's felege-
nic image to promote his
ministry’s projects.

But the videos' popularity
has stired debate in Ro-
mania about arfificial intel-
ligence replacing humans,
and has raised questions
about ethnic stereotypes in
a counfry with a history of
discriminating against the
Roma.

Lolita is “a very sexualised”
character, “a non-Roma
man’s fantasy of what a
Roma woman might look
like”, Bogdan Burdusel, a
35-year-old Roma activist,
told AFP, criticising “latent
and unaddressed racism”
in Romanian society.

Real-ife Roma singer Bi-
anca Mihai, a contestant
on the Romanian version of
reality TV show “The Voice”
last year, called Lolita’s
overnight success “unfair”.

= [* YouTube

Lolita Cercel - Pe peronu’ de la gara

Lolita Cercel
3.9 sbser ity

4. TM wiews 3 months ago #loita Smuzica #peperonuldelagan
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A screen grab of a video showing Al generated singer Lolita, pictured in Bucharest, Romania, on

April 16, 2026.

“I'm trying to build a career
right now, and | feel like
there's no room for me,”
said Mihai, 25, who juggles
a full-time job as an IT con-
sultant with studio rehears-
als and an acting gig.

In reality, Lolita is the work
of a man who calls himself
Tom, a 32-year-old visual
designer who said he did
not necessarily mean for his
creation to have a Roma
identity.

Tom, who spoke on condi-

fion of anonymity, said Lo-
lita "doesn’t necessarily be-
long to a specific culture”.
“She reflects the reality of
millions of people living in
the Balkans. She embod-
ies a Balkan identity more
than a Romani one,” he
told AFP.

Tom, who has described
his project as "“a fusion of
Balkan nostalgia and the
synthetfic future”, said he
chose folk music fradition-
ally played by Roma for

Lolita’s  songs because
it “speaks the truth most
bluntly” and represents “a
kind of blues of our own”.

- ‘Didn’t mean to offend’ -

“I didn't mean to offend
anyone,” he said, seem-
ing shy and uncomfortable
with the media attention
the project has generated.
Tom said he wrote the lyr-
ics for Lolita’s songs about
“love and everyday strug-
gles” and used prompfts

fo produce the music and
videos with Al, not expect-
ing it “to go so viral”.

In public comments, he has
praised Al for “"democratis-
ing"” musical creation.
Al-generated tracks regu-
larly go viral, and global
music industry body IFPI has
called on the sector to en-
sure Al-generated content
compensates musicians.

Al is “really good” at focus-
ing in on people's music
consumption,  mimicking
what the industry usually of-
fers, said Grigore Burloiu, a
lecturer in interactive tech-
nologies at the National
University of Theatre and
Film in Bucharest.

“No one woke up over-
night and said: ‘That's it, |
like Al'... Al'is all about find-
ing the lowest common de-
nominator,” he told AFP.

- ‘That huris’ -

In one of Tom’'s most-
viewed songs, a feary-eyed
Lolita, wearing a red flower
dress and hoop earrings,
stares intfo the camera on a
frain platform.

The avatar calls herself “a
cast-out gypsy”, asking her
married lover if she's not
worth a dime compared to
his “proper fine lady” who
has “furs and money™.
“She’s exactly the kind of
girl we find very easy to ac-
cept and exoficise,” said
real-life singer Mihai.(4

‘The Devil Wears Prada 2’ stars reunite for glamorous premiere

New York, United States
Two decades after “The
Devil Wears Prada” be-
came a modern US clas-
sic, its stars reunited in

New York on Monday for

the long-awaited sequel’s
world premiere.

Meryl Streep, who returns
as tyrannical magazine
editor Miranda  Priestly,
was joined on the red car-

(L-R) U.S. actress Meryl Streep, British actress Emily Blunt, US
actor Stanley Tucci and US aciress Anne Hathaway attend the
world premiere of “The Devil Wears Prada 2” at Lincoln Center
in New York City, on April 20, 2026.

pet by fellow A-listers Anne
Hathaway, Emily Blunt and
Stanley Tucci.

“It was like, why did it
take so long?” Streep told
Disney Plus when asked
about stepping back into
her fearsome character’s
shoes.

Tucci agreed: "Yes, ex-
actly. It was like riding a
bicycle.”

“The Devil Wears Prada 2"
sees a now well established
Andy Sachs (Hathaway)
back at Runway Maga-
zine, where Miranda Priest-
ly (Streep) is navigating the
decline of print media. The
veteran editor is forced to
go head-to-head with her
former, franfic assistant
Emily Charlton (Blunt) now
a high-powered executive
who confrols the advertis-

ing revenue that Priestly
needs.

Kenneth Branagh joins the
cast as Miranda’s newest
husband, along with new-
comers like Simone Ashley
and Lucy Liu.

Naturally, fashion was front
and cenfer at Monday’s
premiere, where three-
fime Oscar winner Streep
wore a red Givenchy out-
fit.

She said in an interview
that all the clothes, jewelry,
bags and shoes featured
in “The Devil Wears Prada
2" are to be auctioned for
the Committee to Protect
Journalists.

Co-stars Hathaway and
Blunt, who wore Louis Vuit-
ton and Schiaparelli re-
spectively, credited fans

for making the sequel hap-
pen.

“We're literally here be-
cause of you, because
you took wus info your
hearts and kept us there
for 20 years and said ‘we
want more.’ That's why this
whole dream has contin-
ved for us,” Hathaway told
Disney Plus.

Other red carpet celebri-
fies included Anna Win-
four, the former Vogue
editor, who is considered
the inspiration for Streep’s
character.

“The Devil Wears Prada 2"
opens in theaters on May
1.

Its 2006 precursor is widely
seen as a definitive satire
of the US fashion indus-
fry, capturing the allure of
power and ambition.
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Discover Araba Beack Clib, a family-fiiendly
resort right on Araba’s white-sand beack.

At Aruba Beach Club, your family
can enjoy comfort, community,

and affordability with timeshares
that last for generations.

Choose from 3 spacious unit
types, enjoy affordable
ownership, and secure your
vacation spot in paradise for life.

!‘We wérén’t soft, we were skilled’: NoWiizki on NBA'’s European

revolution

Berlin, Germany

As he is inducted into the
FIBA Hall of Fame, Dallas
Mavericks and German
basketball legend Dirk
Nowitzki is typically humble
in downplaying his role in
changing the game.
Arriving in the NBA when
European players were
often derided as soft, the
2.13-metre  (7ft) Nowitzki
and the Gasol brothers Pau
and Marc not only helped
change perceptions; they
created an enduring shift in
the sport itself.

Nowitzki's legacy is that the
skilful European big man
who can shoot is no longer
a novelty, but very much
the incarnation of the mod-

ern player.
Already towering over
adults while coming

through the junior ranks,
Nowitzki's long-time coach
and mentor Holger Ge-
schwindner told the skinny
teenager to focus on fun-
damental skills rather than
bulking up.

“I met Holger, who taught

German former basketball player Dirk Nowitzki poses on the red carpet as he arrive for the FIBA
Women'’s Basketball 2026 World Cup draw and FIBA Hall of Fame 2024 Induction ceremony in

Berlin on April 21, 2026.

me about shooting and
moving on the court. |
thought | could shoot a lit-
tle bit but when we started,
he was like ‘You're doing
everything wrong’,” Nowit-
zki told AFP in Berlin.

“We started from scratfch,

from zero, like I'd never shot
before.”

Nowitzki's  iconic  one-
legged fadeaway, the un-
guardable move sprinkled
through his highlights reels,
came directly from those
early coaching sessions.

- ‘We were skilled’ -
Drafted by the Milwaukee
Bucks in 1998, Nowitzki was
fraded immediately to the
Dallas Mavericks, where he
spent his entire 21-year ca-
reer.

While the groundwork had
been laid by European big
men like Serbia’s Viade Di-
vac and fellow German
Detlef Schrempf, negative
stereotypes sfill lingered.
“"When we came over
there late ‘90s, we were tall
and we were shooting the
ball. That was perceived as
soff, but we were skilled.”
Nowitzki admits the mid-
2000s rule changes de-
signed to improve the flow
of the game also helped,
including the five-second
rule, which restricted solo
plays.

“If  got Charles Barkley and
| give him 10 seconds to
dribble, | couldn’t hold him
up.

“"We goft lucky there, | think,
for Europeans, for bigs, that
the game was changing at
the right time.”

In 2007, Nowitzki became
the first European to win the
NBA MVP award and only
the third non-American af-
ter Nigerian Hakeem Olagju-
won and Canada’s Steve
Nash.d

Wembanyama wins NBA defensive player of the year

Los Angeles, United States
San Antonio Spurs star Vic-
tfor Wembanyama was
named the NBA's defen-
sive player of the year on
Monday, becoming the
first unanimous winner in
the award’s 43-year his-
tory.

France international Wem-
banyama, a generational
talent who has helped
fransform San Antonio into
titte contenders, earned
a perfect 100 votes in the
media ballot.

Oklahoma City's Chet Hol-
mgren came in second in
the voting, with Detroit’s
Ausar Thompson ranked
third.

The win marked another

milestone in the meteoric
rise of Wembanyama, who
at 22 is the youngest player
in history to win the honor.
“I'm super, super happy
fo win this award and ac-
tually super proud fo be
the first-ever unanimous,”
Wembanyama told NBC
Sports Network following
the award.

The 7ft 4in (2.24m) French-
man has been billed as
the future face of the NBA
eversince he landed in the
league after being chosen
by San Antonio with the
top overall pick in the 2023
Draft.

Mixing prodigious defense
with  a pofent offense,

Wembanyama has ex-
celled again this season
and is regarded as one
of the front-runners for the
NBA's Most Valuable Play-
er award.

Wembanyama led the
league in blocks per game
(3.08) for a third straight
season and helped lead
the Spurs to the No.3 rank-
ing in defensive ratings.
On Sunday, Wemban-
yama lit up the playoffs in
his first postseason game,
scoring 35 pointfs to go with
five rebounds and two
blocks as San Antonio de-
feated the Portland Trail
Blazers.

German basketball leg-
end Dirk Nowitzki told AFP

in an interview on Mon-
day ahead of his induction
to the FIBA Hall of Fame

Victor Wembanyama #1 of the San Antonio Spurs blocks the

that Wembanyama was
“changing the game as
we speak.”d

. N
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shot of Shaedon Rupert #17 of the Portland Trailblazers in the
first half of Game One of the Western Conference First Round
NBA Playoffs at Frost Bank Center on April 19, 2026 in San

Antonio, Texas.
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Seixas relishes ‘steep’ challenge at Fleche Wallonne

Verviers, Belgium

French teenager Paul Seix-
as says he is eager to face
the challenge of the deci-
sive climb that often settles
Wednesday's Fleche Wal-
lonne classic.

The 19-year-old has under-
lined his immense potential
with a breakout season, rid-
ing beyond expectations to
win the Tour of the Basque
Country, highlighted by
landmark performances
in both the time trial and
mountain stages.

On Wednesday, he will
measure his progress on the
type of short, sharp climb
that can either win a classic
or gain major fraction on a
three-week Grand Tour.

In this case, it is the feared
Mur de Huy.

Last year, Tadej Pogacar
left Tom Pidcock and Kev
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BASQUEC

Overall race leader Team Decathlon CMA CGM'’s French rider
Paul Seixas celebrates winning the 2026 Basque Country’s
ltzulia cycling tour after the sixth and last stage, in Bergara, on

April 11, 2026.

in Vauquelin frailing in his
wake on the final climb of
the Mur de Huy, a 1.3km as-
cent at an average 10 per-
cent incline with a section
at 17 percent in the final

Experience Aruban culture with this exciting
theme night featuring a Carnival show,

mixology bar, local artists and more. You can
sample Aruban cuisine, including delicious
BBQ options with a tropical twist. A local brass
band will be performing, and you can pose
with elaborately dressed Carnival dancers for a
memorable photo op as well, so don’t miss it.

USD $59pp*

Kids 6-12 yrs. pay V2 price

Book your table at
RenArubaEvents.com
and party like a local!

100m.

Dane Mattias Skjelmose,
Seixas, Vauqguelin and a
third Frenchman Romain
Gregoire will be the men to
wafch, with Pogacar and

e
)

Renaissance Ocean Suites Beach
Thursday Nights, 6:30-10pm

RENAISSANCE’

WIND CREEK ARUBA RESORT

Remco Evenepoel absent
as they rest up for Sunday’s
Liege-Bastogne-Liege.
Seixas wouldn’'t take the
bait of favourite tag.

“I'm here to test myself on
this kind of terrain, and I've
never gone up against the
specialists before,” he said.
“I' know I'm quite good at if,
but | don't feel obliged to
win here.”

He said something similar
before winning three stag-
es and every jersey on offer
at the Tour of the Basque
Country.

“Obviously I've seen it on
television but on the frain-
ing ride | saw just how steep
it is, really steep.”

Seixas suggested it might
be easier for him to win by
a long-range attack and
that the weather would
play a role in the 200km

race with 11 climbs.

He also promised to give
Pogacar and Evenepoel
a run for their money at
Liege-Bastogne-Liege this
weekend.

“I never set off thinking
second place would be al-
right. I'm one of the riders
who can challenge them,
but we'll see about that as
the race unfolds,” he said.
Bernard Hinault was the last
Frenchman to win at Liege
in 1980.

“After Liege, we'll make
a decision on the Tour de
France,” said Seixas, who
has never tackled a senior
21-day race and is instead
thought to be lined up to
cut his teeth at the Vuelta
a Espana.

Hinault was also the last
Frenchman to win the Tour
de France, in 1985.01

Venus Williams exits in first
round of Madrid Open

Madrid, Spain

Venus Williams was
knocked out of the Ma-
drid Open in the first
round on Tuesday as the
45-year-old went down in
straight sets to Kaitlin Que-
vedo.

The 20-year-old Spanish
wild card beat the seven-
fime Grand Slam cham-
pion 6-2, 6-4.

Ranked 47%9th in the
world, Wiliams has now
lost all seven matches she
has played this season.
It was her first match on
clay since Roland Garros
five years ago.

Every game was closely
confested in a first set
marked by numerous un-
forced errors due to the
wind blowing across the
Estadio Manolo Santana
but the world number
140, playing in her first
1000-level event, was the
more consistent of the
fwo.

Williams got off to a bet-
ter start in the second set,
taking a 3-0 lead, before
Quevedo began to fight
back and the match was
then interrupted by rain
while the roof over the
cenfre court was closed.

Venus Williams returns a shot
against Francesca Jones of
Great Britain during Day 3 of
the Miami Open at Hard Rock
Stadium on March 19, 2026 in
Miami Gardens, Florida.

Quevedo won five con-
secutive games to seal
her passage to the sec-
ond round.

Last year's French Open
sensation Lois Boisson lost
6-1, 6-3 to American Pey-
ton Stearns in just over an
hour on her return from in-
jury.

Boisson, who lit up Roland
Garros with her stunning
run to the semi-finals as
the world number 361,
won only four games
in her first match since
September.(



