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From commerce to community:
America’s oldest mall reborn as
affordable housing hub

PROVIDENCE, Rl — In the
heart of downtown Provi-
dence, a towering Greek
Revival facade that once
stood as the pinnacle of
19th-century consumerism is
now serving a much more vi-
tal 21st-century purpose. The
Westminster Arcade, recog-
nized as the oldest indoor
shopping mall in the United
States, has completed its
total fransformation from a
struggling retail center into
a thriving community of af-
fordable micro-lofts, provid-
ing arevolutionary blueprint
for addressing the nation’s
housing crisis.

Builtin 1828, the Arcade has
survived nearly two centuries
of economic shifts, but the
rise of e-commerce and the
decline of traditional retail
threatened to leave the
historic landmark vacant.
Today, however, the halls
that once echoed with the
footfsteps of Victorian-era
shoppers are filled with the
energy of young profession-
als, students, and service
workers who have found
a rare prize in the modern
real estate market: a high-
quality, dignified home for
just $550 a month.

The project, spearheaded
by visionary developers
and local preservationists, is
a masterclass in "adaptive

reuse." Rather than ftearing
down the granite columns
and glass-paned gables
tfo make way for a modern
high-rise, the design team
chose to work within the
building’s historic footprint.
The result is 48 micro-lofts
ranging from 225 to 450
square feet. Each unit is ex-
pertly designed with built-in
furniture, full bathrooms, and
compact kitchens, proving
that "small living" does not
have to mean "lesser living."

“This isn'f just about putting a
roof over someone’s head,”
said the project's lead archi-
tect. “It's about preserving
our architectural heritage
while solving the most press-
ing social issue of our fime.
We are proving that historic
buildings can be part of the
future, not just relics of the
past.”

The transformation has been
hailed as a win-win for the
city. By focusing on afford-
ability, the development has
brought a diverse popula-
fion back to the downtown
core, stimulating the local
economy. The ground floor
of the Arcade remains open
to the public, featuring a cu-
rated selection of local bou-
fiques, bookstores, and small
coffee shops. This "live-work"
model ensures that the build-

ing remains a vibrant com-
munity hub rather than a
gated residential complex.
Residents like Marcus Thorne,
a local graphic designer
who moved in last month,
say the change has been
life-altering.  "Finding an
apartment for under $1,200
in this city was becoming im-
possible," Thorne said. "Living
here, I'm right in the middle
of everything. | don't need a
car, my utilities are manage-
able, and I'm living inside a
piece of history. It feels like
the city actually wants peo-
ple like me to stay here."

The success in Providence is
already catching the atten-
tion of urban planners across
the country. As fraditional
malls in suburban and urban
areas face record vacancy
rates, the "Arcade Model" of-
fers a path forward. By con-
verting these existing struc-
tures into residential spaces,
cities can reduce the envi-
ronmental impact of new
construction, preserve local
history, and rapidly increase
the supply of housing.

Legislators are also taking
note. The project was made
possible through a combi-
nation of historic tax credits
and zoning variances that
allowed for smaller-than-
average unit sizes. State
officials are now looking to
streamline these processes
to encourage more de-
velopers to take on similar
"adaptive reuse" challenges.
As Providence celebrates
this milestone, the Arcade
stands as a beacon of hope.
Itis areminder that with a bit
of creativity and a commit-
ment to the common good,
the relics of our past can be
repurposed to build a more
inclusive and sustainable fu-
ture for all Americans.]

Visit us in PalmAruba Commercial
Building, Palm Beach 4Q, Unit 115

U.S. labor secretary leaving
Trump administration: White
House

Washington, United States

U.S. Secretary of Labor Lori Chavez-DeRemer is to leave
her job, the White House said Monday, departing after
a tenure beset by a series of scandals including com-
plaints over the tfreatment of young female staffers.
Her exit caps weeks of speculation about her future and
follows the ousting of Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Kristi Noem and Attorney General Pam
Bondi, within days of each other, as Trump's cabinet has
become a revolving door for women in recent weeks.
"Labor Secretary Lori Chavez-DeRemer will be leav-
ing the Administration to take a position in the private
sector," communications director Steven Cheung an-
nounced on X, praising the "phenomenal job" she had
done in the role.

The former congresswoman was supported by more
than a dozen Democrats in her confirmation but had
recently been facing calls to resign over accusations
that she, her aides and members of her family were
roufinely sending personal messages and requests o
young staff members.

The New York Times reported last week that she and a
former deputy chief of staff sent texts asking employees
fo bring wine to them during trips for the department.
Chavez-DeRemer's husband and father both also ex-
changed text messages with young female staff mem-
bers, some of whom had been instructed by the labor
secretary to "pay attention" to the men, the Times re-
ported.

The messages were gathered as part of a probe of
Chavez-DeRemer's leadership, launched in response to
a complaint of widespread misconduct that revealed
concerns among staff who described her as discon-
nected from the work of the department.

Four people have been forced out of her feam as a
result of the investigation, the Times reported, including
her former chief of staff and deputy chief of staff, direc-
tor of advance and a member of her security detail with
whom she was accused of having an affair.

Three staff members have filed civil rights complaints
describing a hostile work environment, the Times
reported..d
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Rooted in greatness: Arbor Day Foundation surpasses 500 million

frees planted

The Arbor Day Foundation,
a non-profit  organization
that has become synony-
mous with environmental
stewardship in the United
States, officially announced
today that it has surpassed
the monumental milestone
of planting and distribut-
ing more than 500 million
frees since its inception. This
achievement marks a half-
century of grassroots mo-
bilization, corporate part-
nerships, and a relentless
commitment to the belief
that trees are a fundamen-
fal solufion fo many of the
world’s most pressing chal-
lenges. From the restoration
of fire-ravaged forestsin the
American West to the cool-
ing of "urban heat islands"in
inner cities, the foundation’s
impact has reached every
corner of the nation and
beyond.

The journey to half a billion
frees began in 1972, the
centennial of the first Arbor
Day. Founded in Lincoln,
Nebraska, the organizo-
fion sought to transform a
regional holiday info a na-
tional movement.

What started as a modest
effort to encourage indi-
viduals to plant saplings in
their backyards has evolved
info a sophisticated global
network. Today, the foun-
dation operates through a
diverse array of programs,

including Community Tree
Recovery, Tree City USA,
and massive reforestation
projects in critical ecosys-
tems. This latest milestone
is not just a celebration of
a number, but a testament
tfo the cumulative power
of small, individual actions
combined with large-scale
strategic planning.

A significant driver of this re-
cent success has been the
foundation’s ability to forge
powerful alliances with the
private sector. One of the
primary partners in reach-
ing the 500-million mark has
been Procter & Gamble’s
Charmin  brand. Through

their Grow and
Restore" initiative, the part-
nership has focused on
planting trees in areas of
greatest need, such as those
affected by natural disasters
or invasive species. These
corporate  collaborations
have provided the neces-
sary capital to scale opera-
tions rapidly, moving the
needle from millions of trees
per year to tens of millions.
However, the Arbor Day
Foundation emphasizes that
their work is about much
more than just putting roots
in the dirt. "It is not just about
the quantity of frees, but the
quality of the impact they
have on people's lives," a

.ﬁ, k-
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spokesperson for the foun-
dation stated during today’s
announcement. In urban
environments, trees are a
critical tool for social equi-
ty. Studies have shown that
low-income neighborhoods
often have significantly less
canopy cover than wealth-
ier areas, leading to higher
temperatures and poorer
air quality. By focusing on
"Tree Equity," the founda-
tion is working to ensure
that the health benefits of
nature—such as reduced
respiratory issues and lower
stress levels—are available
to everyone, regardless of
their zip code.

The environmental benefits
of 500 million trees are stag-
gering. Collectively, these
frees have sequestered
millions of tfons of carbon
dioxide, filtered billions of
gallons of water, and pro-
vided essential habitats for
counftless species of wildlife.
In the wake of increasingly
severe wildfires in states like
California and Oregon, the
foundation’s reforestation
efforts have been a literal
lifeline for ecosystems that
might otherwise have transi-
fioned intfo permanent shru-
bland. By planting climate-
resilient species, they are
ensuring that the forests of
tfomorrow are equipped to
handle a changing world.
The milestone also coincides
with  National Volunteer
Week, a fitting backdrop for
an organization that relies so
heavily on community par-
ficipation. Across the United
States today, thousands of
volunteers are participat-
ing in local planting events
fo kick off the next chapter
of the foundation’s mission.
From elementary school
students learning about
photosynthesis for the first
time to retirees dedicated
to leaving a green legacy,
the "Roots of Hope" cam-
paign has fostered a sense
of agency in a fime when
many feel overwhelmed by
environmental news.]

Blue Origin probing rocket’s failure to
deliver satellite

Washington, United States

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration said Monday it
is requiring Blue Origin to con-
duct a"mishap investigation”
after the space company's
New Glenn rocket failed to
deliver a communications
satellite into the correct orbit.
On Sunday, the space com-
pany owned by Jeff Bezos
successfully reused and
recovered a booster for its
New Glenn rocket, but the
uncrewed mission did not
deliver the satellite from the
company AST SpaceMobile.
The FAA said in a statement
to AFP that "areturn to flight
of the New Glenn vehicle is
based on the FAA determin-
ing that any system, process,

or procedure related o the
mishap does not affect pub-
lic safety," adding that Blue
Origin would lead the probe
with FAA oversight.

Blue Origin CEO Dave Limp
said in a statement posted to
social media that "early data
suggest that on our second
GS2 burn, one of the BE-3U
engines didn't produce suf-
ficient thrust to reach our
target orbit."

"While we are pleased with
the nominal booster recov-
ery, we clearly didn't deliver
the mission our customer
wanted, and our team ex-
pects,"” Limp said, adding
that the company aims to
"implement the improve-

ments needed to quickly
return fo flight operations."

The New Glenn rocket,
standing at 98 meters (321
feet) tall, lifted off from Flori-
da's Cape Canaveral with its
reused booster at about 7:25
am (1125 GMT) on Sunday
carrying the satellite.

After liffoff, the rocket's two
stages separated, with the
upper stage continuing ifs
journey carrying the saftellite
intfo space. Its booster suc-
cessfully landed on a float-
ing platform in the Atflantic
Ocean about nine minutes
and 30 seconds after takeoff.
But the communications sat-
ellite was placed in a lower
orbit than planned.

AST SpaceMobile, which is

This screen grab taken from a Blue Origin broadcast shows the
booster of Blue Origin’s New Glenn rocket landing on a floating
platform in the Atlantic Ocean on April 19, 2026.

working fo develop a space-
based cellular broadband
network, said in a statement
that "the altitude is too low
to sustain operations.”

"The cost of the satellite is
expected to be recovered
under the company's insur-
ance policy," it said.

The New Glenn rocket is at
the heart of Bezos's space
ambitions as he competes
with SpaceX, the rival com-
pany owned by fellow bil-
lionaire Elon Musk.

Both companies are working
to develop lunar landers for
NASA's Artemis program.]
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Paris, France

A new Michael Jackson bi-
opic will shortly arrive in cin-
emas telling the story of the
King of Pop’s early career,
but it's a tightly controlled
story that avoids any refer-
ence to the child sex abuse
allegations that dogged his
later life.

Titled "Michael” and beset
by production and legal
problems, it spans his child-
hood in Gary, Indiana, and
climaxes with the moon-
walking megastar perform-
ing in London during his
Bad World Tour.

Distributors  Lionsgate are
hoping for global revenues
of $700 million from a pro-
duction budget of $200
million, which would push
it close to the $210 mil-
lion earned by “Bohemian
Rhapsody” in 2018 a re-
cord for a musical biopic.
Made by the same pro-
ducer as the Queen biopic
“Bohemian Rhapsody”,
Graham King, it features
Jackson's nephew Jaafar
Jackson in the main role, a
29-year-old with no previ-
ous acting experience.
“They threw me right in the
deep end,” Jaafar told US
talkshow host Jimmy Fallon

Be aware of scams on social medial

Don't click on sponsored ads that are using Aruba Today's likeness. Visit only our
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Colman Domingo and Jaafar Jackson attend the 51st AFI Lifetime Achievement Award: A Tribute
Celebrating Eddie Murphy at Dolby Theatre on April 18, 2026 in Los Angeles, California.

earlier this month, adding
that he had been helped
with the dancing by his
uncle’s real-life choreogro-
phers.

“It was really a surreal, spiri-
tual moment,” he said of
playing one of the most
recognisable characters in
pOpP Music.

- ‘Controlled narrative’ -
Jaafar Jackson delivers a
stfrong performance as the

gloved and thrusting singer,
while the concert scenes
are sure to delight fans of
the “Thriller” and “Bad"” al-
bums.

At the Berlin premiere on
April 10, Jackson's sons
Prince and Bigi were joined
on the red carpet with his
brother Jermaine Jaafar’s
father.

All  the surviving Jack-
son siblings are credited
as executive producers,

meaning they all had a
right to review the fim be-
fore its global release from
Wednesday.

But the involvement of the
family has led to accusa-
tions that the film sugar-
coafs the image of a man
who was dogged by sexual
abuse allegations before
his death by overdose in
2009, aged 50.

His daughter Paris, who had

Al Bank of Aruba sues
ofT statements he made on live telg

sel] Arer

no involvement, has been
one of the most outspoken
critics.

“A big section of the fim
panders to a very specific
section of my dad’s fan-
dom that still lives in the
fantasy, and they're gonna
be happy with it,” the ac-
fress and singer wrote on
Instagram last September.
“The narrative is being con-
frolled and there's a lot of
inaccuracy and there's a
lot of just full-blown lies.”

- ‘Human story’ -

A third of the original film ex-
ploring allegations against
the star had to be cut and
re-shot.

Lawyers for the Jackson es-
tate realised there was a
clause in a settflement with
one of the singer's accus-
ers, Jordan Chandler, that
barred any mention of him
in a film, Variety film maga-
zine reported.

Although Jackson was nev-
er convicted in criminal or
civil court, other alleged
victims filed lawsuits after
his death, several of which
are still active.

The fim was originally
scheduled for release in
April 18, 2025 before being
pushed back by a year.]

Lana Del Rey takes on Bond with new game title frack

11

U.S. singer-songwriter Lana Del Rey arrives for the Ralph Lauren
Collection Fall 2026 runway show in New York City on February

10, 2026.

Paris, France

Lana Del Rey has joined an exclusive club
of pop greats by voicing a new theme
song for James Bond -- albeit for the fic-
fional British superspy’s video game incar-
nation in the upcoming “007: First Light".
“I was so excited to work with Lana, an
artist who brought elegance, atmosphere
and her totally unique character to this
piece,” co-composer David Arnold, who
also scored a string of Bond movies in the
late 90s and 2000s, said in a statement.
Published to streaming platforms Thurs-
day, Del Rey's frack “First Light” sticks o
a familiar formula of haunting lyrics and
brassy hooks evoking the musical history
of the Bond series.

Music has been a key facet of the fran-

chise since its first film, 1962's “Dr. No”, with
the world-famous theme song composed
by Monty Norman used in every movie
since.

Later films' themes have been performed
by stars like Shirley Bassey, Paul McCart-
ney, Madonna, Adele and Billie Eilish.
Built by “Hitman” developers 1O Interac-
tive for PC, Playstation 5 and Xbox Se-
ries, “First Light” will place players into the
shoes of a young James Bond earning his
“licence to kill”.

It is the first James Bond game in over a
decade and one of the year's most antic-
ipated titles especially after a two-month
delay to publication for what 1O said was
final polishing.(d
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Nations gather for first-ever conference on fossil fuel exit

Paris, France

More than 50 nations are
aftending a world-first con-
ference on phasing out fos-
sil fuels in Colombia next
week as the Iran war un-
derscores how dependent
countries remain on planet-
heating coal, oil and gas.
Ministers arrive in the Carib-
bean city of Santa Marta
against a backdrop of war-
fime fuel shortages, soaring
prices and a scramble for
energy security in what the
International Energy Agen-
cy has called the biggest
oil supply shock ever.

The gathering was born out
of frustration with consen-
sus-based United Nations
climate talks, where efforts
fo negotiate a fossil fuel exit
stfrategy have stalled.

But organizers say the ener-
gy shock caused by Iran’s
chokehold on the Strait
of Hormuz, the key transit
point for Gulf oil and gas
shipments, has strength-
ened the case for a fos-
sil fuel phaseout, even as
some countries look fo coal
in the short-term to secure
supplies.

Concerns over energy se-
curity are expected to
shape the high-level discus-
sions over April 28 and 29 as
much as climate priorities,
analysts say.

The meeting was an-
nounced months ago but
has taken on “greater rel-
evance” with the energy
crisis, said Colombia's en-
vironment minister Irene

Aerial view of the solar park in Zona Bananera, Prado Sevilla, Magdalena department, Colombia

on April 17, 2026.

Velez Torres, whose country
is co-hosting with the Neth-
erlands.

Maijor fossil fuel producing
natfions Australia, Canada
and Norway are expect-
ed along with developing
oil giants Angola, Mexico
and Brazil and coal-reliant
emerging markets Turkey
and Vietnam.

They will join dozens of
other countries from small-
island developing statfes to
major economies Germa-
ny, France and the UK.
However the world’s big-
gest coal, oil and gas pro-
ducers notably the United
States, China, Saudi Arabia
and Russia are skipping the
event.

- ‘Honest space’ -

It will be closely watched
for political signals from an
emerging coadlition of fos-
sil fuel producers and con-
sumers pushing for a phase-
out outside the UN process.
Colombia -- a coal and oil
exporter -- said the “strate-
gically important” partici-
pating countries account-
ed for one-fifth of global
fossil fuel production and
nearly one-third of con-
sumpftion.

Fossil fuel interests have
been accused of influenc-
ing UN negotiations on cli-
mate change and some
governments and activists
have questioned the in-
volvement of producer na-
fions in Santa Marta.

“The larger the group of
counfries, the more dif-
fused the interests are and
the less chance you've
got of getting a sharp out-
come,” climate scientist Bill
Hare, founder of Climate
Analytics think fank, told
AFP.

Velez Torres said, however,
it was a “major step for-
ward"” to have producer
counfries present tackling
this “taboo”.

“We need to start a more
honest space where we
can discuss this more open-
ly, and bring all cards to
the table. Nobody is saying
that the way to eliminating
fossil fuels is easy. But we
need to bring these people
together,” she said.

For some, the conference'’s
appeal is partly its distance
from the UN climate talks.
“l think the Santa Marta
meeting is long overdue,”
Maina Talia, climate minis-
ter of low-lying Tuvalu, told
reporters.

- Energy bind -

Roughly twice as much in-
vestment goes info clean
energy as fossil fuels, which
are the primary driver of
human-caused climate
change.

But heat-frapping emissions
from burning coal, oil and
gas rose again in 2025 to a
record high.

In response to the energy
crisis, some countries infend
fo ramp up coal use to plug
short-term supply gaps, un-
derlining the challenge of
reducing reliance on fos-
sil fuels even in advanced
economies.

Vanuatu's Climate Minister
Ralph Regenvanu, whose
Pacific Island nation is high-
ly reliant on energy imports,
told reporters the crisis was
"unequivocally a call to
lessen dependence on fos-
sil fuels for everyone”.

“"We're very much looking
forward to being first mov-

ers in this space,” said Re-
genvanu.
Nearly 200 countries

agreed at COP28in 2023 to
fransition away from fossil
fuels but efforts to turn that
pledge into action have
faced strong resistance
since.(]

Turkey ‘optimistic’ Middle East ceasefire will be extended

Antalya, Turkey

Turkey said on Sunday it
remained "opfimistic" that
a two-week ceasefire be-
tween Iran and the Unit-
ed States that expires on
Wednesday, would be ex-
tended, allowing more time
for talks between the sides.
Pakistan is leading preparo-
tions for more high-level US-
Iran peace talks after a first
round ended without agree-
ment last weekend,

Turkey, alongside Egypt, has
expressed strong support for
the Pakistan-led initiative on
prolonging negotiations and
preventing a return to hostili-
ties. "No one wants to see a
new war break out when the
ceasefire expires next week.

We hope ... the parties will
extend the ceasefire," Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan said at the closing of
a three-day diplomacy fo-
rum in the southern Antalya
province.

" hope there'll be an exten-
sion. | am opfimistic," he said.
Fidan said he spoke with
Pakistani officials on Sunday
but would not give a date
when new talks could be
held.

"The continuation of nego-
fiations is something the en-
fire international community
wants. There is significant
pressure in this regard,” he
said.

"Under this level of pressure,
| believe the parties should

not see any obstacle to
extending the ceasefire in
order to confinue peace
negofiations,” added the
minister.

Fidan said unless the sides
chose to pursue more
confrontational measures,
there was "a strong possibil-
ity that the ceasefire will be
extended and negotiations
will continue".

"Hopefully, a more positive
scenario will emerge. With
some luck, by that time, the
key issues in the negotiations
may already have been re-
solved," he added.

Despite the optimism and
movement in negotiations,
Iran said on Sunday a final
peace deal was "far" off.

Iran’s deputy Foreign Minister Saeed Khatibzadeh gestures
as he attends the 5th edition of the Antalya Diplomacy Forum
(ADF2026) in Antalya on April 18, 2026.

"It is clear that the negotia-
tions have reached a criti-
cal stage. Both sides are
continuing the talks with a

genuine sense of sincerity.
They also have the will to
keep the process going,"
Fidan said.J
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Hit reality show helps rev up Japan S delmqueni youth subculture

Tokyo, Japan

Sporting towering Elvis-style
hair and a school uniform
modified into a rebellious
sihouette, 15-year-old Re-
ona worships Japan's clas-
sic bad-boy subculture re-
cently taken global by a hit
Nefflix dating show.

Japan in the heady 1980s
teemed with hot-blooded
teens who rebelled against
society through dangerous

motorcycle rides, school
“"wars” and full-on street
brawls.

Their outlandish  fashion

and supposed traits such as
chivalry have since made
them Japan’s pop-culture
darlings, from anime to film,
despite its conformist pop-
ulation’s disdain for rule-
breakers.

The latest to capitalize on
the genre is Nefflix, whose
recent reality show “Badly
in Love” spoflighted Ja-
pan’s “yankii” (delinquent)
culture by starring 11 young
men and women, includ-
ing former “bosozoku” (mo-
torcycle gang) members.
And a yankii-themed exhi-
bition is now underway in
Tokyo, re-enacting the 80s
chaos with flamboyantly
modified motorcycles and
heavily embroidered "tok-
kofuku”, military-style jack-
ets worn by the bikers.
High-schooler Reona, who
AFP has chosen not to
name in full because he's a
minor, mimics the 80s rebels
by donning baggy school
frousers designed to create

W
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This picture taken on February 15, 2026 shows visitors (L-R) Ryusei Katsumi, Hitomi Sato, Yuki
Yokoyama and Tom Akiike posing at an event that can be translated as the “Great Yankii

Exhibition”, in Saitama.

an imposing impression.

“I think their hardcore man-
liness on full display is so
cool,” he told AFP.

A fighting spirit, loyalty to
friends and straightforward-
ness are redeeming quali-
fies often associated with
the subculture.

Modern delinqguents,
meanwhile, are sometimes
derided for their childish
TikTok clout-chasing, online
bullying and the under-
handed way they scam el-
derly people as part of so-
called “black-market part-
time gigs”.

Prank videos have gone vi-
ral in recent years showing

teenage customers com-
mitting unhygienic antics
at Japan's famed sushi
conveyor-belt  restaurants
so-called “sushi terrorism”.
"Getting arrested for riding
around your motorcycle
may have some honour,
but gefting arrested for
those sushi pranks is plain
lame,” Reona said.
Hirotaka  Sotooka, 43,
laughs off his eight-year-old
son's precocious penchant
for gangster-like attire, but
draws a clear line.

The parent is willing to toler-
ate motorcycles, fistfights
and fashion statements,
but "I don't want him fo
bully the weak, be violent

toward women or do any-
thing purely evil”, he told
AFP.

“Otherwise it's his life to
enjoy,” he said, proudly
watching as his son strikes
a perfect tough-guy pose
before a bosozoku-style
bike showcased at the
yankii exhibition during its
February iteration.

- ‘Embarrassing’ -
Japanese teens sfill do
make headlines vroom-
ing recklessly, skirmishing
or even dueling, but they
are now commonly seen as
less belligerent after many
moved online fo vent.

The number of bosozoku

members, too, plummeted
nearly 90 percent to 5,880
in 2024 from their peak in
1982, police data shows.
That is partly because “sur-
veillance cameras are now
everywhere” and “every-
one films you on an iPhone
and leaves proof of your
act”, Kenichiro Iwahashi, a
former outlaw biker turned
delinquency expert, told
AFP.

With the risk of arrest much
higher, bosozoku gangs as
hardcore as those in the
80s known for their unli-
censed, unhelmeted and
tokkofuku-flaunting style
are ‘“almost non-existent
today”, he said.

While long popular in fic-
fion, yankii youths remain
deeply frowned upon in
real life for their fransgres-
sive behaviors and oc-
casional fransitions to full-
fledged career criminals.
Satoru Saito, who performs
as a ‘“yanki comedian”
complete with towering
quiff, shaved eyebrows
and tokkofuku, sometimes
finds himself vilified online
by those almost allergic to
his “anti-social” appear-
ance.

“For some people, this is a
hard no,” the 33-year-old
told AFP.

“Most of these yankii folks
are doing things like fight-
ing or committing crimes,
and the act of riding mo-
torcycles at midnight can
be extremely noisy, so | get
why they are hated.”[

Experts carry out conirolled blast of WWIl bomb near Paris

This undated handout photograph made available by the
Prefecture de Police on April 19, 2026 shows members of the
police Explosive ordnance disposal unit (EOD) operating to
neutralise a bomb from World War Il partially uncovered near
a residential areaq, in Paris’ northwestern suburb of Colombes.

Colombes, France

Bomb disposal experts carried out a
controlled underground detonation of a
World War Il explosive near Paris on Sun-
day, an AFP journalist reported, after au-
thorities evacuated more than a thou-
sand residents.

Nearly 800 police cordoned off the site in
the northwest suburb of Colombes, where
the device was first discovered on April 10.
An AFP journalist heard the explosion
around 3:20 pm (1320 GMT) as experts
detonated the bomb in a two-metre-
deep (6.5-foot) pit.

Officials also confirmed the operation had
been carried out.

The controlled explosion was ordered af-
ter specialists had failed in one bid to re-
move the detonator from the explosive,
which measured more than one mefre in
length, excluding the tail section.

Footage of the operation showed rusted
metal fragments at the bottom of a sand
pit, reinforced with thick timber planks
and concrete walls.

Residents within a 450-metre radius were
told early Sunday to move to local recep-
fion centres. Authorities expect to allow
them back info their homes later in the
day. Some local roads were closed to
traffic and public transport.

Local official Alexandre Brugere on Thurs-
day had described the operation as
“risky” and requiring a “high level of prep-
arafion”.

Unexploded World War Il ordnance is still
found across Europe, particularly in Ger-
many where bombs are regularly discov-
ered on consfruction sites, 80 years after
the conflict ended.(d
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Casago Aruba was born from a shared passion
for elevating the island’s tourism experience.
Built on a strong foundation of service, hospi-
tality, and a keen eye for quality, the Casago
team—backed by over 16 years of experi-
ence in the vacation rental and hospitality in-
dustry—is on a mission to redefine what luxury
and convenience look like for fravelers visiting
Aruba.

But Casago is more than just a vacation rental

platform. It is a full-service property manage-
ment company, offering seamless experiences

for both guests and homeown-
ers alike. While travelers ben-
efit from handpicked accom-
modations and personalized
service, homeowners gain a
reliable partner dedicated to
the care and performance of
their property.

A Stay Tailored to You

Casago Aruba offers more
than just stylish villas. Their cu-
rated portfolio includes a wide
variety of condos, homes, and
villas in different sizes to suit
all types of travelers—from
solo adventurers and couples
fo large families and groups.
Every stay is backed by local
expertise, with concierge sup-
port, 24/7 guest assistance,
and an attention to detail that
consistently exceeds expecta-
fions.

Whether you're here to relax
on world-famous beaches, ex-
plore Aruba’s cultural gems, or
discover hidden corners of the
island, Casago Aruba ensures
your getaway is as smooth as
it is memorable.

A Pariner for Homeowners

Behind the scenes, Casago of-
fers a robust suite of property
management services de-
signed to help homeowners

Beautiful areas around Aruba

(Oranjestad)—In Aruba, there are tons of activi-
ties that to enjoy during your visit, but sometimes
you just want to slow down and enjoy the view.
Here are some beautiful areas on the island that
will have you in awe.

The hidden Natural Bridge
Here in Aruba we have three natural bridges

Quality Home

Our experienced
property care team
inspects your home

after every stay.

'- perfectly prepared % and maximize your 5
e - fur every arr'wali earnings.

Redefining Island Stays with Full-Service Property Management

Care

¥

maximize rental income while

minimizing stress. Services in-

clude:

* Promotion through Caso-
go’'s professional booking
platform and expert local
marketing strategies

e Complete management
of check-ins, guest com-
munication, cleanings,

landscaping, pool mainte-
nance, and repairs

e Transparent maintenance
reporting, real-time reser-
vation fracking, and on-
site security monitoring

¢ Full handling of tax filings
for both local and state re-
quirements

* Monthly property inspec-
tions and full ufility bill man-

agement
e Strategic planning to help
homeowners increase

profitability and keep their
properties in top condition

This full-service model ensures
that every home is maintained
to the highest standard while
giving property owners full
peace of mind.

Rooted in Community and Sus-
tainability

What truly sets Casago Aru-
ba apart is their commitment
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Our expert team and
advanced systems
ensure your vacation
home is always
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We use advanced
analytics to
optimize pricing
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tfo the local community and
tfo sustainable practices. The
feam works closely with local
businesses and artisans, pro-
motes eco-conscious fravel,
and supports initiatives that
contribute positively to the is-
land’s environment and econ-
omy.

As one of the fastest-growing
vacation rental and property
management companies
on the island, Casago Aruba
confinues to expand its foot-
print—welcoming more travel-
ers, partnering with more hom-
eowners, and raising the stan-
dard of hospitality in Aruba.[

and many see this one on thinking that it's the
world famous one but it's not. The why is easy,
it's way too dangerous to go down the cliff to
reach this beauty and no tour companies will
do that. Some people refuse to go down due
fear of height. To reach this beauty you must go
tfo San Nicolas and drive up the hill till The Point
Lighthouse, park your car and walk until you
reach the east point coast and go left along
the coastline and good luck going down the
cliff.

Surfside Beach

This beach was very famous when we were kids
and many locals love to swim at this beach.
After some years the locals shifted to the more
north-west beaches like Eagle, Boca Catalina
and Arashi but after the government renovat-
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ed the whole area it got a new facelift and its
back as a family beach and weekends are just
amazing at this area.

Natural Bridge at Blackstone Beach

As mentioned, there are three natural bridges
and this one is in the Arikok National Park. The
other two Bridges you can visit by car but for
this one you must have a 4x4 jeep or you will get
stuck at the Andicuri Beach.(
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Po-Ké Ono Brings Bold Asian Fusion to Aruba’s Dining Scene
Innovative eatery blends island culture with modern Asian cuisine
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In a culinary landscape known for its diversity
and creativity, Po-Ké Ono stands out as a vi-
brant and contemporary addition to Aruba’s
restaurant scene. With locations at Azure in
Palm Beach and the Renaissance Market-
place in Oranjestad, the concept introduces a
refreshing take on Asian fusion dining—casual
in style, yet refined in execution.

Established in 2020, Po-Ké Ono was envisioned
as a space where flavor, culture, and creativ-
ity intersect. The menu features an array of sig-
natfure dishes including poke bowls, steamed
bao, and sushi, crafted with precision and a
focus on freshness. Drawing on Asian influenc-
es, the restaurant delivers bold flavors in an
approachable format, appealing to a broad
audience of locals and visitors alike.

The ambiance is designed to be welcom-
ing and relaxed, with a philosophy centered

around accessibility and en-
joyment. Whether dining in-
doors or grabbing a quick
bowl on the go, guests can
expect a consistently high
standard in both service and
cuisine. With extensive menu
options, including selections
for vegan diners, Po-Ké Ono
caters to a wide range of
tastes and dietary preferenc-
es.

While the concept leans into
fast-casual dining, the quality
of ingredients and thoughtful

preparation reflect fine-dining
roots. Many of the restaurant’s
core ingredients are sourced
locally, emphasizing sustain-
ability and support for Aruba’s
agricultural community. The
result is a dining experience
that honors both the island’s
spirit and the culinary tradi-
fions it draws inspiratfion from.

Open daily from 11:00 AM to
10:00 PM, Po-Ké Ono contin-
ues to gain recognition as one
of the island's premier desti-
nations for sushi, poke, and

bao. Its growing popularity is a
testament to Aruba's evolving
food culiure—one that em-
braces global influence while
staying rooted in community
and craft.

For those seeking a modern
taste of Asia in the heart of the
Caribbean, Po-Ké Ono offers
a flavorful and memorable
experience worth exploring.]

Visit the natural bridges of Arubal

(Oranjestad)—After you've visited
the Alto Vista Church, the Bushiri-
bana Gold Mill Ruins and the mini
natural pool that is located right
next to it, you're next up around
the northern coast line must be the
Natural Bridge. Once the largest

natural bridge in the Caribbean,
this bridge has been a tourist at-
traction for many years.

The bridge was formed during thou-
sands of years, cut and crafted by
the wild waves that crash into the
coral stone walls of the coast. Be-
fore its collapse, this bridge meao-
sured 30 meters in length and 7
meters in height, making it the big-
gest natural bridge in the Caribbe-
an at the time. For many years, this
site was also a frequently visited
beach, as the bridge had a small
opening through which the water
would flow into the tiny beach.

Unfortunately in 2005, the bridge
collapsed, and the little beach
dried up. Despite this, this site re-

mained a fourist aftraction, with
many visitors walking along the
coral cliffs of the bridge to see the
spectacular view of the northern
coastline and the Caribbean Sea.
Visitors can also still visit the souve-
nir shop on the left of the bridge
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entrance.

While the natural bridge no longer
is functional, there is now a small-
er natural bridge very close. This
bridge is often called the "Baby
Bridge" or “Daughter Bridge".[[]
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

GIA(GGMkPa Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

Earn
DOUBLE POINTS
all day long!

Use your Players’ Club card
to play our slots and we'll
DOUBLE your points!

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Preizels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs ond Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lozy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Pluy Respansibly. Visit www.gomble y

org if you or

wou knaw has o gumbling problem,

Your Next Business Lunch Deserves a Better View
Elements Restaurant Introduces its New Executive Lunch

IR N s AT ,
There is a better place to do busi-
ness in Aruba, and it sits right on
Eagle Beach. Elements Restaurant
at the award-winning, adulis-only
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort has in-
troduced its new Executive Lunch,
a three-course dining experience
designed for professionals who
want a comfortable, private set-
ting for a working lunch that is
actually worth looking forward to.
Available weekdays from 12:00
to 4:30 p.m. and priced at $23.50
per person, the Executive Lunch
includes a choice of appetizer,
main course and dessert, along
with a complimentary non-alco-
holic beverage.

Recognized as TripAdvisor's No. 1
Fine Dining Restaurant in the Ca-
ribbean, Elements sits directly on
the widest stretch of Eagle Beach,

offering panoramic ocean views
from every seat. The beautifully
designed air-conditioned interior
features floor-to-ceiling windows
that bring the stunning beachfront
views inside, while the open-air
deck lets in the gentle frade winds
and the sound of the sea. The at-
mosphere is calm, the service is
aftentive, and the privacy is gen-
uine, exactly the kind of setting
that is hard to find elsewhere on
the island on a busy weekday. To
preserve that atmosphere, the Ex-
ecutive Lunch is suited for smaller
meetings, with group reservations
accepted for a maximum of six
persons.

The Executive Lunch menu reflects
Elements' signature farm-to-future
philosophy, blending Mediterra-
nean inspiration with Caribbean
flair and a strong focus on fresh,
locally sourced ingredients. The
menu rotates regularly to keep
things interesting. Guests who pre-
fer to order outside the set menu
are also welcome to explore the
full & la carte lunch menu.

“Nos a kier a duna e comunidad

empresarial di Aruba un motibo
real pa laga ofisina durante ora di
almuerzo,” asina Nicolas Nemal-
ceff, Director di Food & Beverage
na Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort,
a bisa. “Elements ta ofrece algo
raro: un espacio frankil y bunita
unda un conversacion por respira
di berdad. Bon cuminda, un bista
excelente y sin distraccion. E com-
binacion aki ta dificil di supera.”

"We wanted to give Aruba's busi-
ness community a real reason to
leave the office at lunchtime,"

Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are back or
still enjoying your vacation?... we
would like to portrait you! By invit-
ing you to send us your favorite va-
cation picture while enjoying our
Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to
me is Send your picture with
that text (including your name and
where you are from) to: news@aru-
batoday.com and we will publish
your vacation memory. Isn't that a
special way to keep your best mo-
ments alive? Please do note: By

said Nicolas Nemalceff, Food &
Beverage Director at Bucuti &
Tara Beach Resort. "Elements of-
fers something rare: a quiet, beau-
tiful space where a conversation
can actually breathe. Good food,
a great view and no distractions.
That combination is hard to beat."

Reservations are recommended
and can be made at elementsa-
ruba.com, by emailing elements@
bucuti.com, or by calling +297 583
1100 ext. 109. Please note that Ele-
ments is cashless.(]

submitting photos, text or any other
materials, you give permission fo
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Ca-
ribbean Speed Printers and any of
its affiliated companies to use said
materials, as well as names, like-
ness, etc. for promotional purposes
without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our
website, Instagram and Facebook
page! Thank you for supporting our
free newspaper, we strive to make
you a happy reader every day
again.
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Snakes of Aruba

Boa
(Boa constrictor)

CASCABEL
{Crotalus unicolar)

SAMTANERD
(Lepfodeira baker)

Arikok National Park is home to various
unique plant and animal species such
as Aruba’s rare endemic rattlesnake
Crotalus unicolor). This rattlesnake is lo-
cally known as the ‘Cascabel’. But Aru-
ba has two more snake species living on
the island: the Santanero and the Boa.

Cascabel (Crotalus unicolor)
The small Cascabel or Aruba Island Rat-
tlesnake averages 70 cm in length. The
body color is often uniform gray or light

brown. There may be a faint pattern of diamond
shaped markings on the back. This pattern is most
noticeable on younger snakes. The most distinctive
feature of this snake is the rattle at the end of its
tail which makes a buzzing sound when the snake
is alarmed. Cascabels are shy and not aggressive,
but their venom can be dangerous to humans. It is
best to leave this snake alone. Do not aftempt fo
catch or kil it.

Cascabels hunt by waiting under bushes and fruit-
ing frees to catch passing lizards, mice, rats, small
rabbits, and an occasional bird. This is offen con-
sidered fo be one of the rarest rattlesnakes in the
world. The range of the Cascabel is restricted to
the rugged and mountainous areas of the island
mostly within Arikok Natfional Park. The Arikok Na-
tional Park was designated in the early 1980s to
include most of the rattlesnake’s population, pro-
viding a safe refuge in which the snake can be
protected and monitored. The government has
also implemented outreach and education initia-
tives to change local perception of the snake and
highlight its ecological and economic importance
—itis now being promoted as a national symbol.

Arikok’s partnership with the Toledo zoo has safe-
guarded the rattlesnake ex-situ and led to a num-
ber of research projects collecting critical data on
the Cascabel’s abundance, life history and habi-
tat requirement to help guide future conservation
efforts.

Santanero
The slender Santanero or Aruban Cat-eyed Snake
is typically less than 50 cm long. This snake is recog-
nizable by the large scales on the top of its head

and by its pattern of dark brown bands alternating
with light brown bands. The belly is plain white or
cream colored without any markings. This snake is
shy and not aggressive. However, it has enlarged
teeth at the back of its mouth and mild venom
which is not dangerous to humans. However, the
venom can paralyze small lizards and frogs. San-
taneros are most active at night when they search
for food. During the day, they hide under rocks or
leaves. They frequently climb frees and cactus.
Santaneros eat toads, frogs, insects, and lizards.
You may find Santaneros near dams during pe-
riods of rainy weather or crossing roads at night.
This snake is found island wide. A Santanero in your
garden will keep away the unwanted insects. If
you encounter a Santanero around your garden,
please do not harm this species.

Boa (Boa constrictor)

Boas are Aruba's largest snakes. The longest Boa
found on the island was slightly less than 3 m. New-
born Boas average 35 cm. Boas are not venomous.
The most distinctive feature of a Boa is its patftern of
dark brown and tan blotches which become red
toward the tail. The belly in white or cream colored
with numerous black spots. Boas are excellent
climbers and may be found in frees and cactus.
Boas also hide in the leaves under bushes wait-
ing fo catch prey that pass. Boas catch their prey
with their teeth and then constrict it in their coils.
The Boa's diet consists of birds, lizards, rats, mice,
and rabbits. Large Boas have been known to eat
small goats and chickens. When threatened, Boas
will hiss loudly. Boas are a non-native species. The
first Boas were reported on the island in 1999. Since
that fime they have been found across the entire
island in all types of habitats.[
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Adriaan Laclé: One of Aruba'’s richest men in the twentieth century
° |
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(Oranjestad)—The name Adriaan Laclé may
ring a bell to locals as one of the main roads
on the island, but about a century ago, Adriaan
Laclé was a rich businessman, well-known for
his generosity, wealth, and taste.

Adriaan was born in 1866 and was the eldest of
six children. Not much is known about his child-
hood upbringing or any of his earlier business
ordeals, but during his hay day he often helped
people get loans, was a well-established trad-
er, and owned several plots of land. In fact, he
commissioned the construction of the famous
La Quinta Carmen manor—now a restaurant.
Though he himself never lived in the beautiful
manor, his own house also reflected his success
and good taste. Today his house sfill stands in
good condifion and can be found in the back
streets of main street Oranjestad.

Regarding his personal life, it has been said that
he was married twice during his lifetime. He had
his first daughter during his first marriage but lost
his wife soon after her birth. During his second
marriage, he fathered 16 children. However, it

has been said that only 11 of those 17 made it
past 18 years of age. Perhaps two of his most
well-known daughters are Maria Monica Laclé
and Maria Veneranda Laclé, who went on to
marry successful brothers Eloy Arends and Maixi-
milian Arends, respectively. Their houses are still
standing; Eloy and Maria Monica’s mansion
functions as the townhall, used to host civil mar-
riages, while Maximilian and Maria Veneran-
da’s house stands on the opposite side of the
road to them—though currently under renova-
tion after years left in ruin.[ ]

Source: De Kolibrie op de Rots (en meer over de ge-
schiedenis van Aruba) by Evert Bongers.

Aruba: the legend behind its name

(Oranjestad)—Most folkloric
tales and legends in Aruba
revolve around our indige-
nous ancestors, who came
from mainland Venezuela,
and discovered the island
and made it into their new
home. This particular legend
tells the story of the birth of
the Aruba name.

The legend follows the life
of Arua, an indigenous Ca-
cique originally from Aroain
the Falcon state in Venezu-
ela in the year 50 AD. Arua
had a son around the year
70 AD with his wife Shira, who
they named Corobori. When
Corobori was old enough,
he joined his father on the
usual boat trip to the islands
of Curacao and Bonaire to
gather salf.

On their way back to Main-
land Venezuela, they were
caught up in a heavy rain
storm—a side effect from a
passing, but far away, hur-
ricane. Of course, because
of the lack of motors and
sail, their boat was leftin the
mercy of the heavy winds.
After a while, the storm
started to pass, and the
clouds began to clear up.
Finally able to see around
them, the Cacique spot-
fed land approximately an
hour away. So, they started
to row in that direction until
they reached the coast.

Once they arrived on what

they thought was Venezu-
ela, they decided to stay
the night and fix their kayak.
The next morning, the Caci-
que ordered his son and a
few warriors to go find any
sign of population in the
area: “Corobori,” Arua said.
“Don’'t come back without
news. It's in your hands how
long we stay here fill we find
our family. So, if you need to
take a week to gatherinfor-
mation, we will wait for you.”
“Don’'t worry,” Corobori re-
plied. “*As soon as we have
any information, we will let
you know.” Armed with ar-
rows and spears, backpacks
filled with food and water
containers, they set off.
They climbed several small
hills, but no sign of a village.
They crossed different dry
riverbeds, but no sign of any-
thing. When the sun finally
descended, they found
themselves near a fairly tall
hill and decided to climb it
for a better view of a village.
This hill was called Pan Dushi
or Orcuyo, which today we
call Hooiberg.

The next morning, they
could clearly see that they
have landed on an island,
but an unfamiliar one at
that. When Corobori went
back to where his father
was waiting, he told him
the news: “Father Arua, you
have just discovered an is-
land, but it is not Curacao
or Bonaire. Far in the south,

we saw the big mountains
of our homeland Venezuela,
which we could have never
seen on the otherisland. This
leads us to believe we are
on a new island. But that’s
not all. When the sun came
up, we saw in the distance
a glowing plain, which we
think may be salt.”

The Cacigue was pleased
to hear of his son's find-
ings. He decided to stay a
couple days on the newly-
discovered island in search
for salt. The next morning
they ascended Hooiberg
again and stayed to see
if they could find nearby
smoke, indicating an inhalb-
itant village. But they found
nothing. So they went back
to their initial arrival settle-
ment, now known as Santo
Largo in Savaneta. The next
morning they hiked along
the Spaans Lagoen near
the Mangel Halto Beach
and reached the area of
Bushiri. There, they boarded
they kayaks and heading
to what we know now as
Malmok, where they found
rocks of salt. After a couple
days of exploring the island
and gathering some salt
rocks, they left for Venezue-
la, where they were reunited
with their families.

Throughout the year, they
fravelled back and forth to
Aruba, collecting salt. After
a while they settled on the is-
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land, generations of families
living along the coast. Coro-
bori was the first indigenous
inhabitant in our history to
explore the entirety of the
island.
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Arua, after decades as the
leader of his tribe, spent his
last days on the island. Hav-
ing reached 80 years old,
he called for his family on
his death bed. In his ham-
mock, he said: “My children,
many years have passed,
and I've asked my warrior
to bring me back to the is-
land so | canlaid torest. The
God of living has given me
the gift of life fo see my son,
grandchildren and great
grandchildren. But now he
is caling me home. Coro-
bori, my forch is now passed
to you. Guide our people,
and be the leader you were
always meant to become.
If one day you leave my is-
land, do not forget that it is
also yours. This is my last wish:
When | die, bury me in our
maize plantation.”

And so when the Cacique
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passed away, his wishes
were granted and he was
laid to rest in the area we
now know as the Paradera
Cemetery. Where he used
tolive, they built the Parade-
ra Church.

And that is the tale of what
inspired the Aruba name. In
the generations that lived or
fravelled back and forth to
the island, there were many
familiar names*, like Guadiri-
ki, a warrior who was there
when the island got discov-
ered and his son, whom
he called Huliba; Corobori
and his children, Corodori,
Camacuri and Turibana,
Masiduri; and Malmok, the
13-year-old boy who alerted
the Cacique when the Cari-
bes attacked.

Familiar names: all these
names are familiar to Aru-
bans, as these are the
names of places and plants
on the island..J

Source: Un storia di e Indjan
Arua (A story of the Indian
Arua) by Adolf (Dufi) Kock.
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always better to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba'’s visitors.

Electrical power

store.

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or
10pm, Monday through
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close

the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,
rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe.
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Branded pop-up events take center stage at

Coachella

Indio, United States

With a multitude of pro-
motional events almost as
long and diverse as its art-
ist lineup, Coachella, one
of the biggest music festi-
vals in the world, is now an
amusement park for influ-
encers and a gold mine for
brands.

The Coachella Valley Mu-
sic and Arts Festival, or
simply Coachella, has be-
come the tone-setter for
the US festival circuit.

Tickets for this edition now
in its second weekend with
pop stars Sabrina Carpen-
ter, Justin Bieber and reg-
gaeton artist Karol G at the
top of the bill sold out last
year within four days of go-
ing on sale.

With that, organizers were
expecting around 250,000
people to come over two
weekends at the Empire
Polo Club in Indio, where
dozens of special events
with fashion, beauty, bev-
erage, and lifestyle brands
were spread out among
the festival’s nine stages.

“I love how big it's goften. |
love how more people are
open toit,” 24-year-old Luz
Maura told AFP at an e.l.f.
Beauty station.

The pastel-colored space
offered lip glosses as sou-
venirs, slushies to ease the
high desert temperatures,
makeup artists to tfouch up
glittery festival looks, and
hosted multiple selfie cor-
ners.

The “elf.scape to Balm
Desert” campaign drew a
“six-figure audience,” said
Patrick O'Keefe, the com-
pany’s vice president of
infegrated marketing, to
AFP.

Promotfing a moisturizing
lip balm was not just about
seizing on the arid, dry des-
ert's climate it was also
backed by sales data.
“"We know that 92 percent
of daily makeup users in-
corporate lip products info
their routines,” he added.
Its donut-shaped chairs
and branded mirrors also
serve as iresistible selfie
backdrops that in turn pro-
mote the brand.

Festival-goers line up to get inside the activation booth of US social media service Pinterest during
the 2026 Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival at Empire Polo Club on April 10, 2026 in Indio,

Cadlifornia.

- ‘Analog experience’ -

At the festfival that's some-
fimes dubbed the “influ-
encer olympics,” Pinterest
chose to swim against the
fide with a “phone-free”
installation.

Amid the debate over
digital fatigue, "we made
a wiling decision to sacri-
fice that sort of immediate
coverage in order to tell a
story about what we be-
lieve in and who we are,
and our hope is that, you
know, long term that sinks
in,” Sara Pollack, the com-
pany’s vice president and
global head of consumer
marketing, told AFP.

With their phones locked
away in a pouch, visitors to
the Pinterest space had to

resist the urge to feed their
social networks with im-
ages of the colorful bar for
designing custom acces-
sories or the makeup room.
For California resident Liz
Mendoza, the “analog
experience” was “a lot of
fun.”

“Especially in an environ-
ment like this where social
media is such a big thing
and you want to take pic-
tures and post as much as
you can, | think it's super
nice to have a few minutes
off of your phone and just
be in the moment,” Men-
doza added.

Pollack maintained that
Coachella, where they are
taking part for a third year,

How to_seech us!
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“is a great place for us to
connect with Gen Z, and
Gen Zis our fastest growing
demographic.”

She noted that 50 percent

of Pinterest's audience
was Gen 7.
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HEALTH

DOCTOR ON
DUTY

Oranjestad San Nicolas
Hospital IMSAN

7:00 pm/10:00pm | 24 HOURS
Tel. 527 4000 Tel. 524 8833

¥

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad: Eagle
Tel. 587 9011

San Nicolas: Centro Medico
Tel. 584 5794

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850

Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 588 0539

EMERGENCY
POIIce ...... 100 ......
Police Oranjestad 527 3140
Police Noord . 527 3200
Police Sta. Cruz 5272900
Police San_ Nicolas 584 5000

...... 1m41
Ambulance 911
Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi . 588 0035
DTS 587 2300
583 3232

280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

Aruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
_Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Against Domestic Violence(FCVR)
Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Like us on
Facebook
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Anthropic says will put Al risks ‘on the table’ with Mythos model

Paris, France

American Al developer
Anthropic plans to “lay the
risks out on the table” even
as it restricts deployment
of a new model dubbed
Mythos, whose powerful
cybersecurity capabilities
raise stark questions for
companies and govern-
ments.

"We have a model that's
beginning to outstrip hu-
man capabilities in the cy-
ber world,” Anthropic’s Par-
is-based chief of relations
with startups and tech firms
Guillaume Princen told AFP
in an interview.

Mythos is “capable of spot-
ting security holes that
have existed for decades,
in systems tested by both
human experts and au-
tomated tools, that have
never been discovered be-
fore,” he added.
Anthropic has delayed a
general release of Mythos,
sharing it first with a few
dozen key American tech
and financial services play-
ers -- such as Nvidia, Ama-
zon, Apple and JP Morgan
Chase -- to allow them to
test and improve their se-
curity infrastructure.

But the company has also
been accused of overhyp-
ing the powers of a tech-
nology which is ifs stock in
frade -- and the subject of

Outrage in China after streaming site debuts Al actor

Beijing, China

China’s equivalent of Net-
flix, iQlYl, faced backlash
on Monday over a new
inifiative that facilitates the
use of actors’ likenesses in
artificially generated dra-
mas and films.

Al developer Anthropic’s Head of Startups, Digital Natives and Mid-Market Guillaume Princen
poses during a photo session in Paris on April 16, 2026.

flerce competition with ri-
val OpenAl.
The Mythos news broke as
rumours grow that Anthrop-
ic will list on the stock mar-
ket this year.

- Safety first? -

“We prefer to be franspar-
ent and lay these risks out
on the table,” Princen said,
adding that Al safety con-
cerns are ‘“centfral to An-
thropic's DNA".

“We don't have all the an-
swers, this has to be a con-

More than 100 celebrities
have joined a platform fo
connect with makers of Al-
generated content inter-
ested in using their image,
a senior executive told a
conference in Beijing.

China’s entertainment

ialy1Ess

A TV screen shows a demonstration of Nadou pro, iQlYI's Al
product for professional film and television production, during
the iQIYI World Conference in Beijing on April 20, 2026.

versation between tech
actors like us who have the
data, the academic world,
the political world and the
world of economists,” he
added.

Mythos’ reported capa-
bilities have unsettled the
American financial sector
and the European Union,
which requested more in-
formation from Anthropic.

In an open letter to busi-
nesses, the British govern-
ment  said that Mythos
“highlights the speed at

industry has rapidly em-
braced the use of artificial
intelligence, with Al-gen-
erated films and shows a
common feature on video
platformes.

A slate of Chinese actors
fook to social media to
declare they had not or
would not sign up fo the
“artist database”, with fans
decrying iQIYI's apparent
move to reduce work for
human actors.

The streaming site called
the backlash a “misunder-
standing” and insisted ac-
tfors would retain control
over how their image was
used in Al-generated con-
tent.

“We are not currently li-
censing the likeness of ac-
tors,” iQIYI Senior Vice Presi-
dent Liu Wenfeng told AFP.

“Rather, we are enabling

which Al capabilities are
increasing and the threats
they potentially pose”.

No European company is
part of Anthropic’s “Project
Glasswing” consortium for
shoring up cyber defences
using Mythos’ findings.

That has raised questions
about how prepared the
rest of the world will be for
the offensive capabilities of
US-owned Al.

Mythos is “certainly not a
model that will soon be
opened to the public at

Al creators and actors to
more quickly establish con-
nections through Nadou
Pro,” he said, referring to
the company’s new Al tool
targeted at filmmmakers.
Users can inpuft prompts
info Nadou Pro fo gener-
ate short films and use it for
editing, according fo alive
demonstration on Mon-
day.

“There’s a misunderstand-
ing here,” Liu said. “What
kind of drama, which shot
everything needs to be
confirmed by the actor.”
Fans were also angered by
comments made by iQIYI
chief executive Gong Yu
suggesting fully human-
made work could be-
come ‘“intangible cultural
heritage” a phrase used
in Chinese to describe a
relic of the past worth pre-
serving. The phrase “iQIlYI

large, for obvious reasons,”
Princen said.

Anthropic is nevertheless
“thinking about the next
waves of opening up,” he
added.

- European growth -
Europe is the region where
Anthropic sees the fastest
growth.

Its Claude Code software
development tool gener-
ates around $2.5 billion in
annualised revenue -- a fig-
ure based on extrapolating
from a few recent weeks of
sales.

Much of that expansion
comes from “European
firms riding the wave” of Al,
Princen said.

The company has opened
offices in Dublin, London,
Paris and Munich, and
wants to keep investing
across the continent.

“"We go where the demand
is,” Princen said, pointing to
partnerships with European
firms like Swedish coding
startup Lovable or Danish
pharma company Novo
Nordisk.

Relatively unknown to the
wider public until recently,
Anthropic  was founded
in 2021 by former OpenAl
staff and makes around
80 percent of its revenue
from  business-to-business
sales.

‘database’

went nuts” was the most-
discussed topic on social
media platform Weibo by
mid-day.

“If actors all turn into Al,
what warmth will these
works of literature and art
have?¢” read one post.
Experts warn there are risks
involved in allowing Al to
use a person’s image.
“"Once an artist’s image
data is used for training
platform models, there
are technical risks such as
model fine-tuning, data
leakage and unauthorised
secondary fraining, which
are difficult to eliminate,”
Li Zhenwu, a lawyer from
Shanghai Star Law  Firm,
told AFP.

“This means that an art-
ist's digital assefts may be
reused...completely  out-
side of their confrol,” Li
added.d
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French Open sensation Boisson returns to action after ‘most

difficult’ spell

Madrid, Spain

Lois Boisson, the French
player who lit up Roland
Garros last year with her
stunning run fo the French
Open semi-finals, told AFP
she cannot wait to return
to action on Tuesday at the
Madrid Open after months
out injured.

Ranked 361st in the world
before the 2025 edition
of Roland Garros, Boisson
created a sensation by
reaching the last four of the
Grand Slam tournament,
beating top 10 players Jes-
sica Pegula and Mirra An-
dreeva in the process.

The 22-year-old backed up
her maiden major appear-
ance by winning a first tour-
level fitle on clay in Ham-
burg in July and breaking
into the world’s top 50, but
has subsequently been
plagued by injuries.

“The last few months have
been very difficult the most
difficult since | started play-
ing tennis,” Boisson said. “I
didn't handle them very
well mentally, let’s say.”
The world number 46, how-
ever, added that she had
“learnt some lessons” from

France'’s Lois Boisson returns the ball to Switzerland’s Viktorija Golubic during their women’s singles
first round tennis match on day three of the US Open tennis tournament at the USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Center in New York City, on August 26, 2025.

her period on the sidelines,
which “will help me in the
future”.

“I'm convinced | have
what it takes to achieve
great things in tennis,” she
insisted.

“I'm happy today to have
come out of it stronger and
fo have come to terms with
it all a bit.”

- 'So many false starts’ -
Boisson has not played

competitively since Sep-
tember, when she with-
drew from the third round
of the WTA 1000 event in
Beijing, due to a series of
injuries and, what she la-
belled, “medical mistakes”.
She added that the exira
attention following her ex-
ploits at her home Grand
Slam may have conftrib-
uted to the stresses on her
body.

“Perhaps without realising

it, it added a kind of stress,
a sense of pressure some-
thing | simply wasn't used
to dealing with all that at-
tention surrounding me,”
she said.

Untimely leg niggles then
an arm injury halted Bois-
son's star just when it ap-
peared to be firmly on the
rise.

“The two minor injuries |
had to my leg weren't se-
rious,” she explained. “It

was mainly this arm injury
that was unexpected, to
be honest, and difficult to
manage.

“There were quite a few
mistakes on the medical
side. Each time, | was given
fimings that weren't realis-
fic... That's also why there
were so many false starts”,
such as af last week's WTA
event in Rouen from which
Boisson withdrew shorfly
before the start of the tour-
nament.

But now Boisson is back,
and she will be playing on
her favoured surface, clay,
at the Madrid Open, which
runs from Tuesday to May 3.
“There’'s a really good vibe
here,” Boisson said.

“Being back on the cir-
cuit, at a fournament, | feel
it's giving me something |
haven't had for a while. It's
also helping me to contin-
ue with this process of heal-
ing.”

Boisson opens her debut
campaign in the Spanish
capital with a round-of-128
meeting with  American
43rd-ranked player Peyton
Stearns..

Formula One makes rule changes after drivers’ criticism

Paris, France

Formula One chiefs unani-
mously agreed on Mon-
day to make rule changes
following severe criticism
of new regulations infro-
duced this season which
led tfo doubts over Max
Verstappen continuing in
the sport.

The new rules made cars
a combination of combus-
tion and electrical power,
meaning drivers had to
carefully manage their
battery, effectively slowing
down on a qualifying lap,
while the cars had boost
buttons to allow them to
overtake.

Four-tfime world champion
Verstappen called the new
style of racing “a joke” af-
ter the Chinese Grand Prix
and hinted he would take
a break from F1 in 2027 un-
less changes were made.

Other drivers had criticised

the new rules and fans said
the changes had detract-
ed from the experience of
spectators.

Following an online meet-
ing between F1, its gov-
erning body FIA, and the
sport’'s team principals,
tweaks to the rules have
been finalised and are set
fo come in for the Miami
Grand Prix on May 3.

That race will end the sea-
son's enforced five-week
break following the can-
cellation of the Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia races
due to the conflict in the
Middle East.

Among the changes, ener-
gy harvesting which helps
the driver charge the bat-
tery will be reduced from
eight megajoules to sev-
en and the hybrid power
unit will be increased from
250kw to 350kw.

The changes are designed
to allow the drivers to go

at full speed for longer in
qualifying.

Another change has been
made to the boost but-
ton, after British driver OI-
lie Bearman’s high-speed
crash at the last round in
Japan, which was afttribut-
ed partly to the difference
in closing speeds.

The boost button will now
be capped at 150kw, “lim-
iting sudden performance
differentials”, the FIA said
in a statfement.

Further talks are set to take

place after the Miami
Grand Prix.
Mercedes team princi-

pal Toto Wolff cautioned
against sweeping changes
fo the rulebook, after his
drivers Kimi Antonelli and
George Russell made a
fast start to the season. An-
tonelli leads Russell by nine
points in the standings af-
ter the first three races.

Speaking before the meet-

ing, Wolff said: “The discus-
sions that have been taking
place between the drivers,
the FIA, Formula One, and
the teams have been con-
structive. And we all share
the same objectives.

“It's how can we improve
the product, make it out-
and-out racing, and look
at what can improve in

terms of safety, but act
with a scalpel and not with
a baseball bat.

“We are going to ratify, in
order to evolve, because
there has only been three
races. We need to learn
from the past, where de-
cisions were sometfimes

made in an errafic way,
and then we overshot and
realised it wasn't good.

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen leaves after a
pit stop during the Formula One Japanese Grand Prix at the
Suzuka circuit in Suzuka, Mie prefecture on March 29, 2026.
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Kenyan long-distance runners John Korir and Sharon Lokedi pose with the trophy after finishing
first in the men’s and women’s divisions during the 130th Boston Marathon on April 20, 2024, in

Boston, Massachusetts.

Kenyan double-double as Korir, Lokedi
defend Boston Marathon crowns

Boston, United States
Defending champions
John Korir and Sharon
Lokedi completed a Ke-
nyan double-double at the
Boston Marathon on Mon-
day, both delivering tacti-
cal masterpieces to clinch
back-to-back victories in
the 130th edition of the
prestigious road race.

Korir took advantage of
perfect racing conditions
to claim the fourth mara-
thon win of his career with
a majestic performance
to win the men’s race in a
new course record.

The 29-year-old defending
champion bided his fime
before puling away from
Ethiopia’'s Milkkesa Menge-
sha after 20 miles to finish in
a time of 2hr Tmin 52sec.
Korir's winning time obliter-
ated the previous course
record of 2hr 03min 02sec
set by Geoffrey Mutai in
2011.

Tanzania's world champion
Alphonce Simbu finished
second in 2hr 02min 47sec,
sprinting past Kenya's Ben-
son Kipruto down the clos-
ing straight.

Korir's second Boston vic-
tory follows his wins at the
Chicago Marathon in 2024
and the Valencia Maro-
thon in December.

Korir's serene victory was in
stark contrast to last year's
Boston win, when the Ke-
nyan fell during the early
stages of the race before
recovering to clinch a
memorable win.

“This year was a breeze
for me because | had no
problems at the start or at
the finish,” Korir said after-
wards. “It felt like a race
back home with all the
people cheering. It was in
my mind to set the course
record and | thank God
that he fulfiled my wishes.”
- ‘Patient’ Lokedi domi-
nates -

Korir's emphatic win in the
men’s race was emulated
by Lokedi in the women's
elite event, who took the
fape in 2hr 18min S1sec.
The 32-year-old collected
the third major marathon
victory of her career after
emerging from a crowded
pack of around a dozen

runners over the final six
miles.
Lokedi broke clear aofter

21.7 miles with compatriofs
Loice Chemnung and Irine
Cheptai alongside her,
and then kicked again to
lead by eight seconds from
Chemnung at the 23-mile
mark.

Lokedi showed no sign of
flagging over the final few

miles and led by 33 sec-
onds heading into the fi-
nal mile before kicking for
home to complete a third
major marathon win after
victories in New York in 2022
and Boston in 2025.

Chemnung finished 44
seconds behind in second
place, with Mary Ngugi-
Cooper third in 2hr 20min
O7sec.

Lokedi said patience had
been the key to her victory
and revealed that encour-
agement from a young fan
had helped spur her finish.
“It just felt so good | just
kept teling myself ‘Be pa-
tient, be humble, you can
do this’,” Lokedi said.

“And then | saw a little girl
who said ‘You gof this la-

dies!’. And it was so cute,
and that was what | need-
ed.”

Lokedi also said her friend
and compatriot  Hellen
Obiri  a Boston winner in

2023 and 2024 and runner-
up behind Lokedi in 2025
who missed Monday's race
had also offered support.

“I really wish | had (Hellen)
there, but she texted me
yesterday and said ‘| know
you can do if, | believe in
you just go out there and
show them who you are’,”
Lokedi said..

Wembanyama
‘changing the game as
we speak’, says Nowitzki

Victor Wembanyama #1 of the San Antonio Spurs looks at the
clock during the closing minutes of the second half of Game
One of the Western Conference First Round NBA Playoffs
against the Portland Trailblazers at Frost Bank Center on April
19, 2026 in San Antonio, Texas.

Berlin, Germany

German basketball legend Dirk Nowitzki said Victor
Wembanyama, who won on his play-off debut on Sun-
day, was “changing the game as we speak”.

In an interview with AFP on Tuesday ahead of his induc-
fion info the FIBA Hall of Fame, Nowitzki said he was
stunned by the impact the 22-year-old France player
was having on the game.

“I mean, he's changing the game as we speak. I've
never seen anything like it,” the 2007 NBA MVP said.
“His defense is so good that he changes the game just
by being on the court and taking away some of the
layups and twos that other feams would usually take.”

Wembanyama scored 35 points, the most on a playoff
debut in franchise history, to go with five rebounds and
two blocks as his San Antonio Spurs beat the Portland
Trail Blazers in round one of the playoffs.

Playing just his third NBA season, the forward/centre is
in the running for MVP and Defensive Player of the Year
honours.

The 2011 NBA champion said Wembanyama had the
other-worldly ability help the young Spurs overcome
their lack of experience.

“They're definitely ready. They're definitely there. Of
course, the one question about the Spurs is ‘are they
experienced enough?’

“But | think Wemby is kind of that x-factor that takes
that away. He levels that whole experience thing out.”
Nowitzki, 47, said the Spurs could get past defending
champions Oklahoma City Thunder and reigning MVP
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander.

Should the Spurs get past Portland and either the Den-
ver Nuggets or the Minnesota Timberwolves in the next
round, they are on frack to meet the Thunder in the
Western Conference Finals.

“They’ll definitely think that they can. They're a tough
matchup for OKC.

“We've seen that. They beat them like three fimes
around Christmas.

“They have all the guards and can attack them. So |
don't know if it's a year or two too early. We shall see.
“It's going to be a fun playoff run. So they're definitely
knocking on the door.”

A skillful European big man who could shoot, Nowitzki
was a pioneer for players like Wembanyama, but said
he had plenty to learn from the young Frenchman.}



