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Paramount’s CinemaCon charm offensive gets lukewarm reception

Las Vegas, United States
Paramount Skydance was 
on a charm offensive at 
CinemaCon this week, try-
ing to convince theater 
owners that its megabucks 
deal to swallow Warner 
Bros. would be good for the 

industry.
A glitzy promotional film 
narrated by Tom Cruise 
ended with the world's 
most bankable movie star 
sitting atop the company's 
water tower, gazing over 
Hollywood.

"The future is Paramount, 
and the future looks pret-
ty great from here," said 
Cruise.
The firm's chief executive 
David Ellison, attuned to 
fears that the $111 billion 
offer for a rival studio would 
result in cuts, bounded 
onto the stage at Caesars 
Palace to insist it would not 
crimp production.
"I came here today... to 
look every single one of you 
in the eye and give you my 
word. Once we combine 
with Warner Brothers, we're 
going to make a minimum 
of 30 films annually," he told 
the audience, pledging 45-
day theatrical windows be-
fore any film is available to 
stream.
"Long live the movies!"
T
he response from theater 
owners was lukewarm, and 

maybe for good reason: 
they've been here before.

"Disney said a lot of similar 
things when they were ac-
quiring 20th Century Fox. 
They committed to main-
taining the level of output," 
Matthew Hoopfer of Mich-
igan-based cinema chain 
Studio C told AFP.
"20th Century Fox was a 
major studio; they had 10, 
12 movies a year. I think in 
the Disney showcase (this 
year) between 20th Cen-
tury and Searchlight, there 
were five or six movies."
Cinema United, the um-
brella group that organizes 
CinemaCon, has declared 
itself skeptical about the 
takeover.
"While recent pledges 
attempt to address the 
threats of consolidation to 
our industry, they are not 
yet sufficient in addressing 
our concerns," organization 
president Michael O'Leary 
told AFP.
"We remain open to tan-
gible commitments that 
will ensure a vibrant global 
theatrical exhibition indus-
try for years to come."
Cinema owners are not the 
only ones who are worried.
An open letter signed by 
thousands of Hollywood 
luminaries -- from acting 
heavyweights Jane Fonda 
and Joaquin Phoenix to 
directors J. J. Abrams and 
Denis Villeneuve -- op-
posed the consolidation 
and fretted it would mean 
"fewer jobs... higher costs, 
and less choice for audi-
ences."

- Hail Mary -
For cinema owners, much 
depends on what hap-
pens with Warner Bros. and 
whether Paramount Sky-
dance can keep its prom-
ise to maintain a steady 
stream of films.
A decade ago, annual 
spending at the North 
American box office fre-
quently topped $11 billion.
But the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the explosive 
growth of streaming put a 
hole in that, with yearly rev-
enues drooping to less than 
$9 billion.
Signs are good, however, 
for 2026.
A strong first quarter, aid-
ed by crowd-pleasers like 

"Project Hail Mary" and 
"The Super Mario Galaxy 
Movie," has some industry-
watchers predicting this 
year could be one of the 
best in a while.
In the halls of CinemaCon 
-- where optimism regard-
ing the box office rebound 
was palpable -- theater 
owners said the only guar-
anteed balm was good 
content, and lots of it.
Chance Crusenberry, 
owner of a historical drive-
in theater in Virginia, said 
the new uber studio would 
have to keep its pledge to 
pump out movies.
"If they want to be success-
ful and they want us to be 
successful and the movie 
theaters to stay open, they 
have to follow through," he 
said.

The bidding war for War-
ner Bros., which industry 
watchers had long held to 
be flailing a little, ironically 
emerged as the studio was 
having a banner year.
"One Battle After Another" 
scooped up the Best Pic-
ture Oscar, beating out in-
house rival "Sinners," with 
both films also scoring at 
the box office.
But recent successes are 
only part of the value prop-
osition: the Warner Bros. li-
brary is deep, and includes 
money-spinners like "Harry 
Potter" and "The Lord of the 
Rings."
To get its hands on that 
library, Paramount Sky-
dance had to fend off a 
rival bid from cash-rich Net-
flix, with reports suggesting 
it leaned heavily on financ-
ing.
A heavy debt load might 
muddy the waters, said 
Bryan Sieve, president of 
Odyssey Cinemas in South 
Dakota.
"It's going to be an awful 
big challenge to service 
that amount and still be 
able to maintain the capi-
tal requirements necessary 
to have such an aggressive 
30-film slate," he told AFP.
While a vein of skepticism 
ran through many of the 
theater owners AFP spoke 
to in Las Vegas, they were 
united in one thing: if the 
merger goes ahead, they 
need it to succeed.
"We hope that they can do 
it," said Sieve.q

CEO of Paramount Skydance David Ellison speaks on stage 
during the Paramount Pictures presentation at CinemaCon 
at The Colosseum at Caesars Palace on April 16, 2026 in Las 
Vegas, Nevada.
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In Trump era, fearful left-leaning Americans turn to guns
Richmond, United States
In a wooded area outside 
Virginia's state capital Rich-
mond, the sounds of gun-
shots resonate. Collin is learn-
ing how to use a firearm.
The semi-automatic weapon 
in the 38-year-old's hand is 
the first he has ever owned.
He is one of many left-lean-
ing Americans who are em-
bracing guns because of 
their fears about President 
Donald Trump's administra-
tion -- upending convention-
al wisdom about who owns 
firearms in the United States.
"I feel a lot more threatened 
by my government than the 
citizens around me," said 
Collin, who asked to be only 
identified by his first name for 
privacy concerns.
He said the deaths in Min-
neapolis of Renee Good 
and Alex Pretti -- both fatally 
shot by federal agents amid 
a sweeping immigration 
crackdown in the northern 
city -- had tipped the scales 
for him.
"We have government-em-
powered, essentially a pri-
vate army, running around, 
assaulting and shooting 
people. That scares me a lot 
more than the fact that, yes, 
there is some person-to-per-
son crime too," he told AFP.

The gun debate in the United 
States is fraught -- and very 
political.
Gun rights advocates -- who 
generally lean to the right -- 
frame the issue as one about 
personal freedom, as the US 
Constitution guarantees the 

right to bear arms.
Liberals tend to emphasize 
more strict gun controls in 
a country plagued by mass 
shootings.
But several high-profile Dem-
ocrats, including former law-
maker Gabby Giffords -- who 
nearly died when a gunman 
tried to assassinate her -- and 
former vice president Kama-
la Harris have proudly said 
they are gun owners.
After buying a weapon, Col-
lin and his wife Danni signed 
up for a class given by cer-
tified handgun instructor 
Clara Elliott, who says her 
business "doubled" after 
Trump was elected to serve 
a second term in the White 
House in November 2024.
Since that time, her class-

es -- which are tailored to 
women, minorities and the 
LGBTQ community but open 
to everyone -- have largely 
been sold out.
"It's been incredibly busy," 
said Elliott, who sports a large 
tattoo on the inner side of 
her arm of Snow White...car-
rying a sub-machine gun.

- 'Be prepared' -
About a dozen people are 
taking Elliott's class, which 
first goes over the funda-
mentals of gun shooting and 
safety before progressing to 
the actual practice range.
Most of the students have 
never even touched a fire-
arm before.
Many say they became in-
terested in the class because 

of the current political cli-
mate in America -- includ-
ing immigration raids, the 
dismantling of DEI (diversity, 
equity and inclusion) policies 
and the mounting polariza-
tion of society as a whole.
"There's a lot of things hap-
pening in the US that have 
been alarming," said 28-year-
old Cassandra who, like ev-
eryone in the class, declined 
to share her last name. "So it 
seemed good to be aware 
and to be prepared."

Akemi, a 30-year-old Latina, 
said she feared "right-wing 
violence" and did not have 
faith that the police would 
protect her.
"As much as I can avoid in-
teraction with the police, 

the better it is," said Akemi, 
who wore protective head-
phones as her classmates 
fired at targets drawn in the 
form of ice cubes -- a wink 
at Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE).

- 'The whole spectrum' -
Elliott is not alone in see-
ing more business since the 
deadly shootings in Minne-
apolis.
The Liberal Gun Club -- a 
national organization which 
says its mission is to "provide 
a voice for gun-owning liber-
als and moderates" -- says 
it registered 3,000 new re-
quests for firearms training in 
the first two months of 2026, 
more than in all of 2025.
Executive director Ed Gard-
ner says such spikes are not 
rare after major political 
events or shocking acts of 
violence such as mass shoot-
ings.
But unlike in the past, when 
public interest came mainly 
from women and minori-
ties, today's new members 
"cross the whole spectrum" 
-- young and old, rural and 
urban.
For David Yamane, a pro-
fessor of sociology at Wake 
Forest University in North 
Carolina, the shift comes in 
what is motivating people to 
buy guns.
"There is a specific concern 
about a kind of tyrannical, 
authoritarian government, 
possibly depriving people of 
their rights, or inspiring follow-
ers to deprive people of their 
rights," he said.q

Clara Elliott (R) instructs proper technique during an introductory firearms class at a backyard 
shooting range in Midlothian, Virginia, on April 11, 2026.

Blue Origin launches rocket with used 
booster for first time
Washington, United States
Blue Origin, the U.S. space 
company of Amazon found-
er Jeff Bezos, on Sunday suc-
cessfully reused and recov-
ered a booster for its New 
Glenn rocket, confirming its 
mastery of a technical feat 
that could boost its launch 
cadence and expand its ri-
valry with SpaceX.
But the uncrewed mission 
also suffered a partial set-
back: the satellite carried 
into space by the rocket did 
not settle into the right orbit.
The company has launched 
the New Glenn twice before, 
but only with new rocket 

boosters. It has previously 
launched its smaller New 
Shepard rocket, primarily 
used for suborbital space 
tourism, with reused com-
ponents in a less technically 
challenging operation.
The novel recycling ap-
proach comes amid fierce 
competition between Bezos's 
firm and fellow tech titan 
Elon Musk's SpaceX, which 
has also recovered a booster 
from a launched rocket.
The New Glenn rocket, 
standing at 98 meters (321 
feet) tall, lifted off from Flor-
ida's Cape Canaveral with 
its reused booster at about 

7:25 am (1125 GMT) carrying 
a communications satellite 
for the company AST Spac-
eMobile.
After liftoff, the rocket's two 
stages separated, with the 
upper stage continuing its 
journey carrying the satellite 
into space. Its booster suc-
cessfully landed on a float-
ing platform in the Atlantic 
Ocean about nine minutes 
and 30 seconds after takeoff.
Blue Origin said later in a 
statement on X that the sat-
ellite turned on properly but 
was placed in "an off-nom-
inal orbit." The gravity of this 
error was not immediately 

known. The company said 
it was assessing the mishap.
In November, Blue Origin 
recovered a New Glenn 
booster for the first time, 

succeeding in the complex 
technical challenge that 
culminated with a controlled 
vertical landing on a floating 
platform. q

This screen grab taken from a Blue Origin broadcast shows Blue 
Origin's New Glenn rocket lifting off from Launch Complex 36 at 
the Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaveral, Florida, on April 
19, 2026.
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China seeks to rein in risks from AI 'digital humans'
Beijing, China
After her father died from 
cancer, Zhang Xinyu had an 
artificial intelligence avatar 
made that looks and sounds 
just like him, part of a grow-
ing "digital human" industry 
that China is moving to gov-
ern more tightly.
Videos featuring AI digital 
humans are ubiquitous on 
Chinese social media, with 
their uncanny features and 
smooth, dexterous motions 
often used to tout products.
The nation's cyberspace 
regulator issued draft rules 
this month on how these 
avatars are developed 
and deployed -- seeking to 
stop them harming children, 
threatening social stability or 
being created to resemble 
someone without their con-
sent.
Zhang, 47, approached 
the company Super Brain 
two years ago, feeling de-
pressed and lonely following 
her bereavement.

She can now converse on-
line with her father's avatar, 
something that made her 
feel "fully recharged in an 
instant and filled with moti-
vation once again", she told 
AFP.
Some friends worried Zhang 
would become too im-

mersed in the virtual world 
and "never be able to move 
on", calling it a form of "false 
comfort", she added.
"But even if the comfort itself 
is simulated, the love behind 
it is real," said Zhang, who is 
based in Liaoning province.
State news agency Xinhua 
reported last year that the 
country's digital human in-
dustry was worth around 4.1 
billion yuan ($600 million) in 

2024, having grown a huge 
85 percent year-on-year.
Chinese governance of new 
digital technologies has al-
ways followed the logic of 
"develop first, then regulate, 
and perfect in the process", 
said Marina Zhang, from the 
University of Technology Syd-
ney.

- 'Well-intentioned lie' -
The regulations proposed by 

the Cyberspace Administra-
tion of China (CAC) require 
clear labelling on digital hu-
man content.
They also prohibit using per-
sonal information to create 
deepfake clones of individu-
als without their consent.
Super Brain's founder Zhang 
Zewei said he sees new laws 
and regulation on the sector 
as "inevitable".
"I view this as a positive de-

velopment, as it achieves 
a balance between stan-
dardised regulation and in-
dustry growth," he told AFP.
The company specialises in 
creating AI avatars of the 
dead for grieving families.
A video clip of an elderly 
woman who unknowingly 
chatted with a hyper-re-
alistic avatar of her dead 
son was widely shared 
on Chinese social media 
this month, with a related 
hashtag garnering over 90 
million views on Weibo.

The avatar, created by 
Zhang's firm, mimicked her 
son's speech patterns and 
his movements so closely 
that she believed it was him 
on a video call.
It sparked heated online dis-
cussion on the ethics of gen-
erative AI, with some people 
calling for more regulation 
to prevent bad actors like 
scammers from misusing 
powerful new tools.

The woman's family ap-
proached Super Brain after 
her son died in a car acci-
dent, Zhang told AFP.
It was a "well-intentioned lie", 
he said, adding that Super 
Brain always obtains con-
sent from family members 
of the deceased.q

A man stands next to a poster showing robots mimicking human expressions from Shenzhen 
Xiaoquan Technology during the International AI Application and Robotics Innovation Exhibition 
in Beijing on March 18, 2026.

Humans far behind as robot breaks 
record at Beijing half marathon

Beijing, China
A humanoid robot compet-
ing against flesh-and-blood 

runners broke the world re-
cord at a Beijing half mara-
thon on Sunday, showcas-

ing the rapid technological 
advancement achieved 
by Chinese makers.
Spectators lined the roads 
in Yizhuang in the capital's 
south to watch the ma-
chines and their human ri-
vals race, each group in a 
separate lane to avoid ac-
cidents or collisions.

Some of the robots were 
highly agile, moving like fa-
mous runners such as Usain 
Bolt, while others had more 
basic capabilities.

The winning humanoid, 
equipped with an autono-
mous navigation system 
and running for Chinese 
smartphone maker Honor, 
completed the rough-
ly 21-kilometre (13-mile) 
course in 50 minutes and 
26 seconds, at an average 
speed of about 25 kilome-
tres per hour, according to 
state broadcaster CCTV.
That was far faster than 
the top human in Sunday's 
race, while also surpassing 
the current men's world re-

cord of 57:20 held by Ugan-
dan runner Jacob Kiplimo.
The result represented 
spectacular progress from 
last year, when robot-run-
ners fell repeatedly and the 
best took more than two 
hours and 40 minutes to fin-
ish.

The number of human-
oid entries jumped from 
around 20 last year to more 
than 100, according to or-
ganisers, a sign of the sec-
tor's growing popularity.q

A robot runs in the second Beijing E-Town Half Marathon and 
Humanoid Half Marathon in Beijing on April 19, 2026. 
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'DJ Priest' mixes religion and rave in 
Buenos Aires tribute to Pope Francis

Buenos Aires, Argentina
Jeans, a clerical collar and a 
rosary on his wrist: this is how 
Father Guilherme Peixoto -- 
the "DJ Priest" -- appeared in 
central Buenos Aires on Sat-
urday to spin electronic mu-
sic at a massive rave paying 
tribute to Pope Francis one 
year after his death.
Techno versions of the "Su-
per Mario" soundtrack and 
"Ameno" -- the 1990s clas-
sic that emulates Grego-
rian chant -- were mixed 
with excerpts from Fran-
cis's speeches in Plaza de 
Mayo, the political heart of 
Argentina, which had been 
transformed into a Catholic 
celebration.
From behind the decks, Peix-
oto energized tens of thou-
sands of people beneath 
a laser light show, flanked 
by the Buenos Aires Metro-
politan Cathedral and Casa 
Rosada, the seat of the Ar-
gentine government.
Peixoto told AFP his goal 
for the event was "to let 
the music touch hearts so 
deeply that young people 
return home with a desire to 
change the world."

On stage, an illuminated 
cross hung above Peixoto 
as a nearby screen showed 
a large white dove flapping 
its wings as a symbol of the 
Holy Spirit.
Many people in the crowd 
wore halos fitted with white 

lights, sold by street vendors 
for less than $10.
The concert kicked off with 
an audio clip of Francis say-
ing, "The Church is not an 
NGO." Later, the 52-year-
old Portuguese priest recited 
Francis's frequent request 
to young people to "make 
some noise."
Francis, who was born in 
Buenos Aires and served as 
archbishop of the city be-
fore his papacy began in 
2013, died on April 21, 2025.
Tomas Ferreira, a 25-year-
old lawyer, told AFP that 
while he is not Catholic, 
he thought it was "really 
great that the priest is try-
ing to bring people together 
through the fusion of elec-
tronic music and religion."
"Religion is modernizing, and 
that's a good thing," he said.

- From Guimaraes to the 
booth -
A native of Guimaraes, Por-
tugal, Peixoto has served as 
a parish priest in the Arch-
diocese of Braga, northern 
Portugal, since 1999.
His Sunday masses, he said 
with a laugh, "are normal. It's 
a normal liturgy."
He entered the seminary at 
age 13, but always kept one 
foot in the world of music. As 
a young man, he played the 
organ in a pop-rock band 
alongside his fellow seminar-
ians.
"Going to church and go-

ing out to a bar or a club to 
listen to music felt the same 
-- it was normal," he recalled 
in an interview with AFP.
In the early 2000s, he orga-
nized karaoke nights to raise 
funds for his debt-ridden par-
ish. He learned how to mix 
music by watching videos 
on YouTube and practicing 
the craft over several years.
"When I first started learning 
how to mix, I also began to 
immerse myself in electronic 
music culture. It wasn't just 
about understanding the 
technicalities, how to struc-
ture a set, but grasping the 
very essence of what an 
'electronic music journey' 
truly is," Peixoto said.
"It was a long, long process 
-- a journey that led me right 
here."

- Breakthrough in Ibiza -
The Covid-19 pandemic 
marked the turning point 
for Peixoto.
He began streaming live 
sets on Facebook, his videos 
went viral and the nickname 
"DJ Priest" stuck.
"Techno started becoming 
a bit more melodic, which 
is the style I play now," said 
Peixoto. "The music isn't quite 
as intense or heavy as it used 
to be. Instead, it serves as a 
vehicle capable of convey-
ing messages, thoughts and 
melodies."
He said he conveys "mes-
sages of peace."q

Portuguese priest and DJ Padre Guilherme performs during a free electronic music event in Plaza 
de Mayo, Buenos Aires on April 18, 2026, held in tribute to Pope Francis on the first anniversary of 
his death.

A general view shows the diner room of French brasserie Bouillon 
Chartier, on July 24, 2013 in Paris.

How France fell for 
reimagined 19th-century 
workers' canteens
Paris, France
So-called bouillon restaurants are mushrooming all over 
France, reviving a traditional low-cost Gallic meal con-
cept that can compete with fast-food on prices and eas-
ily beat it on quality.
"It's exploding! 253 bouillon restaurants have opened in 
France in four years," Bernard Boutboul, a restaurant con-
sultant, told AFP.
"It's an ultra-intensive expansion, driven by a trend of re-
turning to traditions, with the reappearance of iconic 
French dishes at very low prices."
Created in the 1850s by the butcher Adolphe-Baptiste 
Duval to fill workers' stomachs with hearty meals, Duval's 
ran 250 restaurants in the capital by the turn of the 20th 
century.
That made them France's first mass chain of restaurants, 
serving traditional recipes at low prices in high-volume 
and bustling restaurants.
But as eating habits changed, with higher quality and 
more expensive brasseries dominating the French food 
market, and international and fast-food trends appear-
ing, the bouillon concept fell out of favour.

Its revival began in 2005 with the resurrection of the Bouil-
lon Chartier, an ornate Parisian landmark that had been 
slowly fading.
"A bouillon is the gateway to French gastronomy," ex-
plained Christophe Joulie, part of the gastronomic family 
who took over the Chartier.
He modernised the kitchens and put beef bourguignon 
with macaroni back on the menu.
"For me, you have to be able to have a starter, main 
course and dessert for under 20 euros," he said.
With its leek vinaigrette for one euro and bills scribbled on 
paper tablecloths by apron-clad waiters, the restaurant 
hums with activity as locals and tourists alike pack out its 
tables, which crucially cannot be reserved.
"In a world where fast food is taking up more space, it's 
French-style fast food, because we serve a full dish for less 
than a sandwich at McDonald's," said Joulie.

- 'Dust off' -
Even multi-Michelin-starred French chef Thierry Marx has 
got in on the act, attracted by the idea of providing qual-
ity food at affordable prices.
He has opened a bouillon in a northern Paris suburb.
"In the 1960s, it took the equivalent of an hour of the mini-
mum wage to eat at a bistro," he told AFP. "Today, with 
an hour of minimum wage, you only get fast food, some-
thing from the bakery -- or a bouillon dish."
Other restaurateurs with a keen eye for the market have 
sensed an opportunity.q
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South Korea's chainsaw artist carves a name for herself at 91
Paju, South Korea
South Korean sculptor Kim 
Yun Shin wields a chainsaw 
with a quiet focus, refining 
a craft the 91-year-old has 
honed over decades spent 
far from home.
Long overlooked in her 
home country, Kim has more 
recently gained recognition 
as a pioneering artist, fea-
turing in a sweeping retro-
spective at South Korea's 
esteemed Hoam Museum 
of Art.
The solo exhibition, titled 
"Two Be One", is the institu-
tion's first since its founding 
in 1982 to spotlight a woman 
artist, and includes some of 
her signature abstract sculp-
tures hewn from hardwood 
with her tool of choice.
"The saw is my body," Kim 
told AFP in her studio in Paju, 
a city northwest of the capi-
tal Seoul.

"When I lift it and cut (the 
wood), it has to move ex-
actly like me -- the saw has 
to become me, and I have 
to become the saw."
Hoam is exhibiting about 
170 of Kim's sculptures and 
paintings, reflecting her 
reverence for nature and 
blending spirituality with 
meditations on existence, 
material and form.
Born in 1935 in Wonsan, now 
in North Korea, she grew up 
playing alone in the coun-
tryside, talking to trees and 
rice paddies, and making 
eyeglasses out of sorghum 
stalks.

At the time, Korea was un-
der Japanese colonial rule. 
Kim saw her older brother 
disappear after joining the 
independence movement, 
and pine trees in her town 
cut down for fuel.
"Those trees were my friends," 
she said, recalling the pain 
of seeing them uprooted 
-- and her drive to salvage 
and transform them into 
works of sculpture.
"I think I wanted them to 
endure -- to keep living on 
within that (art) form. Maybe 
that's why I've loved working 
with wood so much."

- Chainsaw carving -
Kim's family fled south dur-

ing the horrors of the Korean 
War, and she later studied in 
France before returning to 
become an art professor in 
Seoul.
South Korea was then under 
a brutal military dictatorship. 
Authorities held artists in sus-
picion: a friend of Kim's was 
interrogated simply for using 
red, a colour associated with 
North Korean communism.
"Women, in particular, were 
virtually invisible," she told 
AFP, noting that her superi-
ors would comment on the 
length of her skirt and tell her 
to refrain from smoking on 
college campuses.
At 48, drawn by the abun-
dant trees in Argentina, she 

made the unusual choice to 
move to the South American 
nation, then just restoring 
democracy after a dicta-
torship of its own.
She ended up staying for 40 
years, taking up chainsaw 
carving.
Kim focused on dense, du-
rable wood such as palo 
santo and "algarrobo", and 
also worked with quarries in 
Mexico and Brazil, experi-
menting with stone sculpture 
using materials such as onyx 
and sodalite. 
She managed to forge her 
"own artistic world, nourished 
by the country's culture and 
nature", Tae Hyun-sun, senior 
curator at Hoam, told AFP.

- Pave the way -
Like many women artists 
of her generation, Kim has 
only recently gained glob-
al recognition, said Rachel 
Lehmann, the co-founder 
of Lehmann Maupin which 
represents Kim internation-
ally and has shown her work 
in London and New York.
"Her perseverance and 
lifelong dedication have 
helped pave the way for 
subsequent generations of 
women artists," she told AFP. 
Kim returned to South Korea 
after a major 2023 solo show 
in Seoul that propelled her 
to the Venice Biennale the 
following year.
Among her former mentees 
in Buenos Aires is Korean-
Argentine filmmaker Cecilia 
Kang, 40, an award-winning 
director who is now making 
a film about her.
As the daughter of Korean 
immigrants, she felt pressure 
to follow a conventional 
path, but Kim -- whom Kang 
first met when she was 13 -- 
showed her "that pursuing a 
life doing what one loves is 
possible".
At 15, Kim, who was a war 
refugee, changed her name 
to Yun Shin – "truth and faith" 
– on the advice of a monk 
who urged her to spend her 
life discovering her "true co-
lour".
Those words have always 
"stayed vivid with me", she 
said. "Sometimes I feel they 
are what have carried me 
through this life."q

This picture taken on March 4, 2026, shows South Korean sculptor Kim Yun Shin using a chainsaw 
to create a work at her studio in Paju.

AI ‘agent’ fever comes with lurking 
security threats

Paris, France
Artificial intelligence "agents" 
promise to save users time 
and energy by automating 
tasks, but the growing power 
of systems like OpenClaw is 
setting cybersecurity experts 

on edge.
Powered by a wave of hype, 
OpenClaw today claims 
more than three million us-
ers worldwide.
The system allows users to 
create so-called agents, 

tools based on a large lan-
guage model (LLM) like 
OpenAI's ChatGPT or An-
thropic's Claude that can 
carry out online tasks.
"We've moved from an AI 
you could talk with via a 
chatbot to an agentic AI, 
which can take action... 
the threat and the risks are 
definitely much greater," 
said Yazid Akadiri, principal 
solutions architect at Elastic 
France, an IT security com-
pany.
In an article titled "Agents 
of Chaos" that has yet to be 
peer-reviewed, a 20-strong 
team of researchers stud-
ied the behaviour of six AI 

agents created with Open-
Claw.

They spotted a dozen po-
tentially dangerous actions 
executed by the systems, 
from deleting an email inbox 
to sharing personal informa-
tion.
Many users have posted 
similar stories of OpenClaw 
mishaps online.
"When you deploy agents, 
you have no control over 
what they'll do, and when 
you try to look at what 
they're doing, you'll find 
them going far beyond the 
limits you set," said Adrien 
Merveille, an expert at the 

Check Point cybersecurity 
agency.
And the security gaps are 
not limited to the agents' 
own mistaken actions.
To carry out useful work, the 
tools need access to per-
sonal accounts for email, 
calendars or search engines 
-- drawing the attention of 
cyberattackers.

- 'Delete your database' -
AI agents are likely to be-
come top targets for hack-
ers as their use spreads, said 
Wendi Whitmore, chief se-
curity intelligence officer at 
cybersecurity firm Palo Alto 
Networks.q

Gautier Cloix speaks onstage during the "Building Trustworthy 
Agentic AI" panel at the HumanX Conference San Franciso 
2026 Moscone Center South on April 08, 2026 in San Francisco, 
California. 



local A7
Monday 20 April 2026

Know more about the Town Hall Eloy Arends building

The Monuments bureau 
shares some essential facts 
about the Town Hall known 
as the Eloy Arends building. 
The aim is to educate the 
community about the man-
sion’s construction, history, 
and preservation.

The Doctor Eloy Arends 

building is located at the 
Wilhelminastraat 8 and was 
the home of the Arends 
family. It was the first build-
ing that the Monuments bu-
reau, and the Government 
of Aruba, restored in 1997. 
Mr. Medardo ‘Dada’ Picus, 
was the architect of this 
Aruban-Caribbean building. 

The building sits on a 1.545 
m² plot of land and is a typi-
cal Aruban mansion. It is an 
open home with false walls 
that allow the connection of 
the rooms with each other.

The entrance has large doors 
and columns supporting the 
floor of the upper balcony. 
In between the columns, 
there are decoration de-
tails made out of wood. 
The elaborately detailed 
embellishment is known as 
gingerbread trim and the 
triangular decorative wall 
surface over the columns is 
called the tympanum.

The top of the doors and 
windows have stained glass.

The building is not built on 
ground level but at approxi-
mately 1.5 meters above 
ground level. This mansion 
elevation created storage 
below the wooden floors 
and allowed proper venti-
lation.

The building has lots of win-
dows which allow plenty of 
light inside, as well as good 
ventilation.

It has dormer windows and 

crowns on the outside part 
of the roof and different 
decorations on the edges 
of the walls and facade.

This is a stunning building full 
of beautiful details that re-
semble its beauty and trans-
form into a history of love. 
Aruban tradition for “well-
to-do” families dictates that 
before a man gets married, 
he has to present his future 
wife with a newly built and 
fully furnished house. It was 
certainly the case with this 
building.

Due to the engagement 
between Eloy Arends and 
Monica Lacle (daughter of 

Adriaan Lacle, who is main-
ly known for the boulevard 
that bears his name), the 
construction of the man-
sion began in 1922 and was 
completed in 1925 when the 
couple got married.

The Office of the Civil Regis-
try is located in the adjacent 
building, whereas the man-
sion hall is used exclusively 
for civil wedding ceremo-
nies.

The Monuments bureau 
will continue to contribute 
and educate the commu-
nity about the history of our 
monuments with significant 
value for Aruba..q

Aruba to me
ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your vaca-
tion?… we would like to portrait you! By inviting you to 
send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying our 
Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send your 
picture with that text (including your name and where you 
are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn’t that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers 
and any of its affiliated companies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and 
Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our free news-
paper, we strive to make you a happy reader every day 
again.q
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Discover all the benefits that Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has to offer

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality service 
in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apartments (46 
Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites).

Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at affordable 
daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished and non-
smoking. There is free WIFI on the premises and free international phone 
calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-water pool, a fit-
ness room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside. Free parking. And 
a security guard at night.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently located less than 1 
mile from Aruba’s beautiful Eagle Beach, restaurants, hospital / phar-
macy, casino’s, 2 large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cinema and a 
golf course.

So please, for your next trip to 
Aruba book directly with us at 
Aruba Quality Apartments & 
Suites.

Don’t hesitate to contact us… 
Marisella, Aislinn, Janique & 
Alec.q

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites
Tel: (297)-582-0697 
WhatsApp: (297)-734-3008

Email: 
info@arubaqualityapartments.com

Website: 
www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Toll Free Calls from the USA & Cana-
da: 1-888-415-1095
Toll Free Calls from the Netherlands: 
085-009-0218
Office Hours: Monday – Friday: 8am-
7pm. Saturday & Sunday: 9am-5pm.
Facebook: @qualityapartments   
Instagram: aruba_quality_apts

Blackstone Beach
(Oranjestad)—Named after its most recognizable feature, the Blackstone 
Beach almost represents the opposite of the typical Aruban beaches. 
For one, it has black sand and is covered in black smooth stones. Sec-
ondly, it lies on the northern side of the island, away from the white sandy 
beaches of in the southern region. So, if you feel up for something differ-
ent—or if it’s opposite day, visit the Blackstone Beach.

Blackstone Beach shows the more natural side of Aruba; the stones that 
cover the beach and the shape of it has been crafted for thousands of 
years through volcanic eruptions, coral reef movements and wave activ-
ity of the rural northern part of the island.

Located further east to the Natural Bridge and Andicuri Beach, the Black-
stone Beach is relatively easy to access. Once you get passed the Ayo 
Rock Formation, take the Andicuri road leading up to Andicuri Beach. 
There, you can park your car and take a 1km hike towards Blackstone 
Beach.
Despite being called a beach, do note that it is not advised to swim in 
the water, as the current is very strong and can easily stray you further in 
the wild ocean. However, you can still enjoy a spectacular view of the 
stones and the northern ocean that stretches out in front of the beach 
and take a picture with your friends or family!q
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites!

(Oranjestad)—Among the 
endless sea of dark brown 
sand and cacti, there are 
two caves hidden in the 
outskirts of San Nicolas, in 
the north-eastern area of 
the island. These caves, 
The Quadiriki cave and The 
Fontein Cave are open to 
visitors of the Arikok Na-
tional Park, so if you ever 
decide to take an “off-
road” tour in the park, be 
sure to visit these prehistor-
ic caves.

Quadirikiri Cave
Known for its two cham-
bers accompanied by a 
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave 
is the most popular cave 
among locals and tourists, 
as it is easy to walk through 
and provides great lighting 
for pictures.

Woman in Quadirikiri Cave, 
Arikok National Park, Aruba
As with all prehistoric or an-
cient sites, there is always 
a folk legend that adds to 
the lore and mystery of the 
site. The Quadirikiri cave 
is no different. The most 
well-known legend behind 
the cave could be consid-

ered as Aruba’s first love 
story, as it tells the tale of 
the undying love between 
the chief’s daughter and 
her beloved. As legend 
would have it, the chief 
disapproved of his daugh-
ter’s choice of lover, as 
he thought him unworthy. 
Stubborn and filled with an-
ger, the daughter refused 
to turn away her beloved.

So, the chief decided to 
lock her up in the Quadirikiri 
Cave, in hopes that she 
would soon calm down 
and turn away her lover. 
Her beloved, in turn, was 
locked away in the Tunnel 
of Love (Now known as the 
Huliba Cave).

Through the pathways un-
derneath the Tunnel of 
Love running up to the 
Quadiriki cave, the two 
love bird found each other, 
and refused to let each 
other go. Because of their 
stubbornness, they both 
died in the Quadiriki Cave, 
their ascending spirits burn-
ing two holes in the ceiling 
of the cave. This is why the 
cave has two holes through 

which sunlight passes 
through to illuminate the 
chamber.

Though there have been 
discoveries of Amerindian 
drawing on the wall, these 
have mostly been ruined 
by vandalism. However, 
the Fontein Cave further 
up north, provides a better 
glimpse in prehistoric Amer-
indian paintings.

Fontein Cave
Longer than the Quadirikiri 
Cave, the Fontein Cave 
contains pathways that 
stretch to the limestone 
walls further down. Here 
is also where prehistoric 
drawings can be seen. 
Though this cave does not 
have its own legend, this 
was speculated to have 
been occupied—or at 
least used by prehistoric Ar-
awak settlers on the island 
for rituals and other spiritual 
ceremonies.

The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of 
Love
The Huliba Cave, formerly 
known as the Tunnel of 
Love, was once open to 

the public, and was the 
biggest and most acces-
sible of all three caves. This 
cave had five chambers, 
including one that is heart-
shaped. This cave had nar-
row stairs that led to long 
pathways deep into the 
cave, with a staircase lead-
ing to the exit on the other 
side. In one of the cham-
bers, there used to be the 
carving of the Virgin Mary, 
put there for the protection 
of the cave.

However, the Huliba Cave 
has been permanently 
closed for a few years now, 
as a way to preserve the 
bat population that lives 

in the cave. These Long 
Tongue Fruit Bats and In-
sect Eater Bats are very im-
portant to the ecosystem of 
the island. Though this cave 
is no longer accessible to 
the public, it surely is inter-
esting to learn more about 
the history of these caves 
and the Arawak tribes that 
resided or utilized them.

Do note that these caves 
are very dark, humid, hot, 
and are inhabited by bats. 
Do wear comfortable 
clothing and shoes, as the 
pathways in these caves 
may be rough and bumpy. 
Take care to not disturb the 
bats’ habitat. q
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Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our “Dorado”

(Oranjestad)—If you’re ever 
planning on snorkeling dur-
ing your vacation on Aruba, 
you may spot fish that you 
can’t recognize. One of 
these may be the “Dorado”, 
a common fish that swims 
all year long in the waters 
of Aruba. Here’s some infor-
mation about the beloved 
Dorado.

Dorado has many different 
names it can be referred to. 
Dral, Dorao, Drals, Drado, 
are some of them in Papia-
mento. In English, it is also 
called Mahi Mahi, Dolphin-
fish, or Dorado. It’s a good 
example to reflect on why 
there can be many names. 
The same fish becomes 
known by different com-
mon names, why? Common 

names come only when a 
group of people, to under-
stand each other, assign a 
name to a fish. Mahi Mahi, 
for example, comes from 
Hawaii and means “very 
strong”. Dorado is based 
on Spanish and refers to the 
golden yellow color that the 
fish shines with under the sun. 
Why it’s called Dolphinfish 
in English is not well defined 

and while there are several 
stories around this, none 
have been confirmed.

Dorado is found in all tropi-
cal to subtropical oceans 
around the world. Dorado 
is very popular both for rec-
reational fishing and for con-
sumption. It is known among 
fishermen as an exciting 
catch and a fish that puts 
up a good fight. Its meat is 
very good for consumption 
and it is also commercially 
fished for that reason.

They grow very fast, up to 
2.7 inches (almost 7 cm) 
per week. They can live up 
to a maximum of 5 years al-
though very few reach that 
age. Most become adults 
within 1 year but many be-
come reproductive after just 
5 or 6 months and reproduce 
very quickly too. 
They live in open water on 
the surface most of the time. 
Many fish seek them around 
sushi lines or floating objects 
on the sea. Often you will 
find a group landing togeth-
er and if you keep a male on 
the line, often the others will 

stay close or can keep the 
group interested by giving 
shrimp or squid.

Description:
Dorado has a distinctive 
body. It has a large tail and 
its long, flat body ends in a 
large blunt head. Its color 
of yellow and green or blue 
makes it immediately rec-
ognizable, even with small 
variations in these colors.

Dorado has clear differenc-
es between adult females 
and males. The male is larger 
and can easily reach 50 to 
80 pounds and has a much 
flatter head compared to 
the female. Therefore, male 
Dorados are also called “bull 
Dorado”.

Dorado can be found in our 
waters around the island all 
year round, but there are 
periods when it is easier to 
find than others.q

Source: The Department of 
Agriculture, Livestock, and 

Fisheries (Santa Rosa).

Aruba’s Nature is to be Cherished

The national park Arikok 
comprises almost 18 % of 
the island. Its rugged ter-
rain, desert-like hills filled 
with tall cacti, breathtaking 
coastline and protected 
local flora and fauna wel-
come you to be explored. 
There are more places on 
the island that are a pre-
served area like the Bubali 
Plas which is a bird sanctu-
ary.

The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the island’s past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural and historical sites. 

These can all be enjoyed 
and explored either on 
your own or during guided 
tours. A wide variety of ed-
ucational and informative 
programs and fun activities 
is available.

Did you know that four of 
the in total seven species 
of sea turtle lay their eggs 
on Aruba’s beaches dur-
ing breading season? In 
the national park, a Least 
Tern (Sternula antillarum) 
keeps a strict eye on a very 
special event taking place 
below on the beach: a 
majestic Leatherback (Der-

mochelys coriacea) heads 
back to sea after laying 
her eggs, while another 
nest laid 2 months ago by 
the same female hatches. 
A very rare occurrence 
of daytime nesting and 
hatching. Sea turtles pre-
fer nesting in the cool and 
dark hours of the night. And 
hatchlings usually wait for 
the cue of cooling surface 
sand before emerging.

Bubali Magic
This beautiful close-up im-
age of the pink bird is cour-
tesy of Michiel Overstee-
gen of the Aruba Birdlife 
Conservation. This impor-
tant foundation showcases 
and builds awareness of 
Aruba’s birds and other na-
tive flora and fauna. You 
may have seen a ‘pink 
cloud’ lately at the Bubali 
or Spanish Lagoon Wet-
lands areas? It’s most likely 
to be Roseate Spoonbills 
(Ajaia ajaja) or ‘Chucharon 
Cora’ as they are known in 
Papiamento. This unusual 
looking bird forages in shal-
low muddy water while 

sweeping its flattened bill 
from side to side to catch 
small fish, crustaeceans 
and other aquatic inverte-
brates. The Roseate Spoon-
bill remains an uncommon 
sight as they are vulnerable 
to degradation of feeding 
and nesting habitats (Wet-
lands).

The afore mentioned is just 
a part of what Aruba’s na-
ture has to offer. We can-
not stress enough to go, see 
for yourself. The island has 
the most beautiful beach-
es but it is also worthwhile 
to go beyond this and get 
an idea of our entire island. 
Lately there is a discussion 

going on about the effect 
certain activities have on 
our nature, for example the 
ATV vehicles cause a lot of 
dust, noise and leave tire 
tracks. Animals live in these 
areas where the vehicles 
run, often with high speed 
and with detrimental con-
sequences to flora and fau-
na. Motorized vehicles are 
forbidden to drive on the 
sand dunes in the Northern 
part of the island and all 
beaches in Aruba are for-
bidden for any motorized 
vehicle. Treasure our island 
to enjoy it like you do: as a 
tropical and natural para-
dise. We truly appreciate 
it!q
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The Aruban Cunukero: From past to present
(Oranjestad)—Aruba’s culture 
consists of rich historical traditions 
that make up the Aruban identity 
and lifestyle. However, the life of 
the cunukero (farmer) is perhaps 
the most important aspect of our 
culture, in a sense representing to 
locals the true essence of the Aru-
ban.

Historically, cunucus (farms) played 
a huge role in the early social and 
economic development of Aruba, 
and its relevance dates back to 
the early days of the colonization 
era. Upon being discovered by 
Spanish conquistadors in the late 
15th century, Aruba was used pri-
marily as a ranch, housing horses 
and cattle brought from Europe. 
During the Dutch colonization era 
where the West Indian Company 
(WIC) dominated the economic 
sphere on the island, using the land 
to set up cattle farms and ranches 
remained popular.

Anthropologist Sidney Mintz divid-
ed Caribbean farmers back in four 
categories:

•	 The “squatters”, who were 
mostly comprised of illegal and 
poor colonists, runaway slaves 
and deserters who took advan-
tage of the Spanish’s weak su-
pervision on Caribbean islands 
like Cuba and the DR;

•	 Then you have “Early Yeo-
men”, who were legal farmers 
who came to the west under 
contract. Once their contract 
expired, they were given a plot 
of land for independent use;

•	 Proto-Peasants were planta-
tion slaves who were allowed 
to have a small piece of land 
to grow food for their own con-
sumption. This was to curb the 
cost of living on the plantations;

•	 Lastly you have the “Runaway 
Peasantries”, usually comprised 
of runaway slaves who ac-
quired farming tools and cattle 
through stealing or through 
secret exchanges with other 
slaves from different planta-
tions.

However, the Aruban cunukeros 
back then are hard to place, and 
their history may explain why.

From 1636 (beginning of Dutch 
colonization era) to before the oil 
industry in 1924, Aruba’s popula-
tion consisted of mostly farmers. 
These farmers were mostly indig-
enous and were characterized as 
peasants. They weren’t allowed to 
participate in trading, but instead 
were granted a piece of land to 
live off of. However, in exchange 

for this grant, these indigenous 
farmers were obligated to work for 
the WIC, doing daily tasks such as 
taking care of or hunting cattle—
large majority of which were des-
tined for Curacao, clean water 
tanks and chop wood, among 
other things.

As much as these farmers were giv-
en to opportunity to live “free” with 
a plot of land, their exclusion from 
the trading and business world, as 
well as being deprived the chance 
to become real property and cat-
tle owners, made them a unique 
group among Caribbean farmers 
at the time.

The WIC placed a lot of restrictions 
on these indigenous farmers—a 
method to safeguard their cattle 
deposit on the island. The indige-
nous farmers were mostly granted 
less than 7 acres of land. Those 
who owned bigger land were ei-
ther once affiliated with the WIC or 
were colonists who settled on the 
island to try their luck at farming. In 
1767, there were about 120 hous-
es/cunucus on the island.

These Aruban farmers were also 
limited to the amount of cattle 
they could keep. Most kept goats 
as cattle, as only those who were 
affiliated with the WIC could keep 
(more) sheep. Of the 76 goat herd-
ers on the island, about 45 of them 
had less than 30 goats, and only 7 
of them had more than 60 goats.

It wasn’t until the WIC was defunct 
in late 18th century that these 
farmers were able to obtain more 
freedom as cunukeros. After 1824, 
the government gave these farm-
ers official permission to keep live-
stock, and the obligations once 
placed on them were officially dis-
carded.

Because of the dry climate in Aru-
ba, growing food for commercial 
purposes was not popular. The 
focus was mainly on cattle herd-
ing and taking care of livestock. 
However, livestock need food to 
survive, and when Aruba experi-
enced its duper dry climate, many 
farmers would see a big loss in their 
livestock, and hence profit.

Although the WIC at one point did 
try to come up with an initiative to 
get more people to have land on 
the island, the climate never really 
allowed real profit from farming. 
Because of the climate, Aruban 
farmers in general could not keep 
large quantities of livestock. At a 
certain point toward the end of 
the 18th century, the climate got 
so bad that many farmers decided 
to leave the island for a while.

For this reason, the farming econ-
omy on the island remained small. 
As the years went by and people 
noticed that these farms could 
not really produce any sustainable 
profit, farmers kept their small piece 
of land just to live off of. This is why 
the Aruban cunukeros only played 

a very tiny role into the plantation 
economy.

In modern Aruba, cunucus and cu-
nukeros still exist on the island, for-
tunately with more freedom and 
more opportunity to tap into the 
agricultural market. These farm-
ers usually sell their produce on a 
smaller scale, like during farmers’ 
market events and other types of 
(holiday) events.

Source: “Arubaans Akkoord: Op-
stellen over Aruba van voor de 
komst van de olieindustrie (Aruban 
Accord: Essays on Aruba Before 
the Arrival of the Oil Industry)” by 
Alofs, Luc; Rutgers, Wim; Coomans, 
Henny E. red.q
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Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though, 
most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm.  

Safety
Since February 2024, Aruba 
has been categorized as 
the safest country in the 

Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, so 
keep yourself and your be-
longings safe. 

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab-
lishments. 

Drinking water
The water that flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 

Answer to previous puzzle

To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each 
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9 
only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.SUDOKU

Difficulty: ★★★★★ 4/19
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King Classic Sudoku

Difficulty: ★ 4/20
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SERVICE
Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba
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taxi services

San Nicolas

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

dOCTOR ON 
DUTY

Oranjestad

Oranjestad: Eagle
	        Tel. 587 9011    

San Nicolas: Centro Medico	
	         Tel. 584 5794

Hospital 
7:00 pm/10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

HEALTH

IMSAN 
24 HOURS
Tel. 524 8833

Dental Clinic               587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba     587 0002
Urgent Care                586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic  588 0539

other

Police	  	        100
Police Oranjestad     527 3140
Police Noord	        527 3200
Police Sta. Cruz	        527 2900
Police San  Nicolas   584 5000
Police Tipline	        11141
Ambulance	        911
Fire Dept.	        115
Red Cross	        582 2219

EMERGENCY

Taxi Tas	     	        587 5900
Prof. Taxi	        588 0035
Taxi D.T.S.	        587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba        583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv.	        280 2828

AID FOUNDATIONS

 FAVI- Visually Impaired
 Tel. 582 5051
 Alcoholics Anonymous
 Tel. 736 2952

 Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

 Centre for Diabetes 
 Tel. 524 8888

 Narcotics Anonymous
 Tel. 583 8989
 Against Domestic Violence(FCVR) 
 Tel. 583 5400

 Child Abuse Prevention
 Tel. 582 4433

 Aruba Food Bank 
 Tel. 588 0002

general info
 Phone Directory 	              Tel. 118

Social / Website

Distribu�on and Collec�on

accoun�ng@bondia.com
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Hollywood, Silicon Valley turn out for the 
'Oscars of Science'

Los Angeles, United States
Big names from the worlds 
of film, technology, music 
and sports gathered on Sat-
urday in Santa Monica, Cali-
fornia for the Breakthrough 
Prizes, popularly known as 
the "Oscars of Science."

The awards, co-founded by 
philanthropists and tech en-
trepreneurs, recognize the 
research achievements of 
leading scientists around 
the world in three broad 
categories: Life Sciences, 
Fundamental Physics and 
Mathematics.

"These are some of the most 
heroic and inspiring people 
we get in the world," actor 
Edward Norton told AFP.

According to the "American 
History X" star, it was impor-
tant to turn out and "to high-
light what this kind of work 
contributes to all of us."

"The United States has the 
most anti-science admin-
istration in US history," the 
actor said. "It's always im-
portant, but if it was ever 
especially important, the 
moment is now."

In the last year, the Trump 
administration has slashed 
funding for science, halt-

ing projects and devastat-
ing workforces.

Rock climber Alex Hon-
nold agreed with Norton, 
adding that he hoped the 
fluctuations "of the political 
climate... are short-term 
compared to the long-
term effort required to make 
these kind of gains in human 
knowledge."

OpenAI CEO Sam Altman 
said the collaboration be-
tween his company's artifi-
cial intelligence technology 
and some of the award-

winning scientists "is moving 
things faster and faster, and 
letting them discover new 
things and bring them to the 
world faster than they could 
before."

"Change this fast is really dis-
orienting. So there will be a 
lot of big questions that we'll 
have to sort through as a so-
ciety," Altman told AFP.

The Breakthrough Founda-
tion was started by Google 
co-founder Sergey Brin; 
Mark Zuckerberg and his 
wife Priscilla Chan; science 

patrons Julia and Yuri Milner; 
and Anne Wojcicki, CEO of 
23andMe.

Six prizes worth $3 million 
each were presented at the 
12th edition of the awards.
French mathematician 
Frank Merle was honored for 
his work on nonlinear equa-
tions describing the behav-
ior of waves, fluids and other 
systems.

Merle told AFP the funding is 
"essential" for science.

"Science is one of the foun-
dations of our civilization," 
he said.

Hollywood A-listers Ben Af-
fleck, Lily Collins, Robert 
Downey Jr., Gigi Hadid, 
Anne Hathaway, Jessica 
Chastain, Gal Gadot, Nao-
mi Watts and her husband, 
Billy Crudup, also attended 
the event, alongside pub-
lic figures like Bill Gates and 
Paris Hilton.q

Frank Merle, 2026 Breakthrough Prize in Mathematics winner attends the 12th Breakthrough Prize 
Ceremony at Barker Hangar on April 18, 2026 in Santa Monica, California. 
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Fitzpatrick survives Scheffler playoff to win RBC Heritage
Los Angeles, United States
Matt Fizpatrick survived 
a nail-biting playoff with 
Scottie Scheffler to win his 
second RBC Heritage title 
Sunday, as the world num-
ber one's late charge fell just 
short.
Fitzpatrick, who had started 
the day three strokes clear 
of Scheffler, seemed set for 
victory with steady golf in-
cluding 14 consecutive pars, 
but nearly threw it away with 
his first bogey of the day at 
the 18th.
In a sudden death shoot-
out, the Englishman's superb 
approach yielded a rare 
birdie on the Harbour Town 
Golf Links' treacherous final 
hole, for victory.
Fitzpatrick said striking an 
"out of this world" four-iron 
to secure the last-gasp win 
had taken "a lot of grit."
"To go out today and go 
toe-to-toe with Scottie and 
get over the line there on 
the 73rd is special," he said.
The two men had gone 
back-and-forth at the start 
of the day with early birdies 
on Hilton Head Island.
Scheffler made a birdie at 
15 to pull within two of the 
leader, and another at 16 to 
narrow the gap to one, set-
ting up a tense showdown 

on the formidable 18th.

Faced with the 458-yard 
par-four flanked by water 
and marshland, Fitzpatrick 
failed to find the fairway 
from the tee, leaving him a 
tough approach from shal-
low sand, directly into howl-
ing winds.
Fitzpatrick felt the nerves as 
he badly underhit his chip 
from the greenside rough 
and failed to make the 23-

foot putt he needed for vic-
tory.
Both on 18-under par after 
72 holes, after final rounds 
of 67 for Scheffler and 70 for 
Fitzpatrick, the pair returned 
to the last tee box.
This time both men found the 
fairway. But Fitzpatrick's ap-
proach landed just 13 feet 
from the pin, while Scheffler 
uncharacteristically bal-
looned his shot and came 
up well short and wide of the 

green.
Scheffler gave himself a 
chance of making par with 
a fine chip, but it was in vain 
after Fitzpatrick sank his bird-
ie putt to secure his fourth 
PGA Tour victory
"Every time he needed 
something, he made some-
thing happen -- if it was 
holding a long putt, chip-
ping in from off the green, 
you name it, he was doing 
it," said Scheffler.

"He earned this win, for sure."

- 'Means the world' -
Having won here in 2023, it 
was 31-year-old Fitzpatrick's 
second success at the tour-
nament in South Carolina 
-- a happy hunting ground 
where he frequently holi-
dayed with his family as a 
youngster.
"This is a tournament I want-
ed to win growing up argu-
ably more than any of the 
majors, before I kind of un-
derstood more about the 
game," he said.
"But to win it twice means 
the world."
It continued a superb run of 
form for Fitzpatrick, whose 
sole major win to date is the 
2022 US Open.
He won last year's sea-
son-ending DP World Tour 
Championship in Dubai and 
captured last month's PGA 
Tour Valspar Championship 
a week after finishing sec-
ond at the Players Champi-
onship.
It was not just a two-horse 
race in regulation play Sun-
day, as Kim Si-woo got with-
in two of Fitzpatrick with a 
birdie on 15. But the South 
Korean ended with a bogey 
on 18 to finish third on 16-un-
der par.q

Matthew Fitzpatrick of England poses with the winner's trophy after winning the RBC Heritage 2026 
at Harbour Town Golf Links on April 19, 2026 in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina. 

Rybakina outclasses Muchova to win Stuttgart WTA title

Stuttgart, Germany
Australian Open champion 
Elena Rybakina picked up 
her second title of the year 
as she outclassed Karolina 
Muchova 7-5, 6-1 to win 
the WTA Stuttgart indoor 
clay-court tournament on 

Sunday.
Top seed Rybakina, 26, 
snatched a tight opening 
set with two breaks against 
her seventh-seeded Czech 
opponent after 53 minutes 
on court in Germany.
The Kazakh never looked 

back in the second set rush-
ing to a 5-0 lead as Mucho-
va struggled with her serve, 
sealing victory and the 13th 
title of her career after 1hr 
18 min.
Rybakina, who finished run-
ner-up at Indian Wells last 
month, regained the title 
she won two years ago and 
drives off with a second 
Porsche sports car -- the 
coveted prize awarded to 
the champion in Stuttgart.

"I was trying to read her 
serve, and in the beginning 
everything worked," Ry-
bakina said.
"Then she started to serve 
a bit better, harder, and 
even knowing where the 
ball is coming and it was 
kind of on the racquet, but 
I was missing the shots. So it 
went pretty tight in the first 
set.
"In the second, I was just try-
ing to be more solid. I think 
the return improved. I was 

managing to see where 
she was gonna serve."
Muchova had lead Rybaki-
na 2-1 in previous meet-
ings heading into the title 
match having won their 
most recent clash on hard 
court in Brisbane in Janu-
ary.
Rybakina had a relatively 
smooth run this week drop-
ping only one set and dis-
patching her toughest 
opponent world number 
six Mirra Andreeva by the 
same score on Saturday.
The 29-year-old Muchova 
had eliminated French 
Open champion Coco 
Gauff in three sets in the 
quarter-finals but she was 
no match for two-time 
Grand Slam winner Rybaki-
na.

Rybakina dominated the 
early part of the first set 
but the former Wimbledon 
champion had to wait 
until her third set point on 

Muchova's serve, to clinch 
it.
The world number two then 
cruised to victory, winning 
seven games in a row be-
tween the end of the first 
and the second set.
The 2024 champion has 
won two titles at one event 
for the first time in her ca-
reer and her fifth title on 
clay in the build-up to the 
French Open next month.
Muchova, the 2023 Roland 
Garros runner-up, was play-
ing the first 500-level final of 
her career.
"It was a really good week 
for me," Muchova said.
"I beat players I have never 
beaten before. I had some 
tough battles. Of course, 
it could have been a little 
better but I have to give 
credit to Elena. I think she 
played really well, really 
fast. I was probably a little 
bit tired from the last two 
matches that I played here, 
but all credit to her."q

The winner Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina jumps with the trophy in 
front of the winner’s car after defeating Czech Republic’s Karolina 
Muchova (not in picture) in the final match at the Women's Tennis 
Grand Prix WTA tournament in Stuttgart, southwestern Germany, 
on April 19, 2026.
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Thunder thrash Suns, Celtics crush Sixers in NBA playoff openers
Los Angeles, United States
The defending champion 
Oklahoma City Thunder 
launched their NBA playoff 
campaign with a 119-84 
thrashing of the Phoenix 
Suns on Sunday as the Bos-
ton Celtics underscored 
their contender status with 
a lopsided opening win.
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, 
the reigning NBA Most 
Valuable Player and Finals 
MVP, scored 25 points, 
connecting on just five of 
18 from the field but drilling 
15 of his 17 free throw at-
tempts.

He added seven assists 
and two blocked shots be-
fore sitting out the entire 
fourth quarter.
Jalen Williams added 22 
points and Chet Homgren 
scored 16 for the Thunder, 
who are trying to become 
the first team since the 
Golden State Warriors in 
2017 and 2018 to repeat as 
champions.

They wasted no time in 
seizing control in front of a 
revved crowd at the Pay-
com Center, leading by 
as many as 25 on the way 
to a 21-point halftime lead 
and by as many as 39 in 
the fourth quarter.
Devin Booker scored 23 
points for Phoenix, but the 
Suns, who scraped through 
the play-in to claim the 
Western Conference 
eighth seed, were largely 
helpless against a Thunder 
team that amassed the 
best record in the league 
with 64 regular-season 
wins.
"It was a great defensive 
performance," Thunder 
coach Mark Daigneault 
said. "I thought the guys 
were really competitive, 
played on a string, great 
communication, covered 
for each other. (It) wasn't 
perfect, but we had each 
other's backs.
"We forced them to earn 
everything."
The Thunder will try to dou-
ble their advantage when 
they host game two of 
the best-of-seven series on 
Wednesday.

- 'Incredible feeling' -
In Boston, Jayson Tatum 
and Jaylen Brown com-
bined for 51 points as the 

Celtics led wire to wire in a 
123-91 rout of the Philadel-
phia 76ers.

The indomitable duo took 
full advantage of the Sixers' 
dire shooting struggles to 
secure the Celtics' largest-
ever margin of victory in a 
playoff opener.

Tatum led the charge, 
racking up 21 points in the 
first half. It was Brown's turn 
to go on the rampage af-
ter the break, pouring in 16 
points in the third quarter 
alone to take the game be-
yond Philadelphia's grasp.
Both men sat out most of 
the final quarter, resting up 
for Tuesday's home game 
before the Eastern Confer-
ence series moves to Phila-
delphia.

In one of the NBA's classic 

rivalries, Boston have won 
their last six post-season se-
ries against the Sixers -- a 
streak that goes back to 
the 1985 Eastern Confer-
ence finals.

Tatum showed no ill effects 
from the torn Achilles ten-
don he suffered almost a 
year ago, exhibiting why his 
return has made the surg-
ing Celtics many pundits' 
pick for this year's NBA title.
"It's an incredible feeling. 
You know, not too long 
ago I wasn't even sure if I 
was going to be able to 
play this season -- let alone 
get an opportunity to play 
in the playoffs," said Tatum, 
who finished with 25 points, 
11 rebounds and seven as-
sists.

"Today was probably the 
most excited and, like, re-

laxed and grateful I've 
been in ... my nine years of 
being in the playoffs."

Later Sunday, the East's top-
seeded Detroit Pistons host 

the Orlando Magic before 
the San Antonio Spurs -- 
with Victor Wembanyama 
getting his first taste of NBA 
playoff action -- host the 
Portland Trail Blazers.q

Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics shows off his jersey before 
Game One of the Eastern Conference First Round NBA Playoffs 
against the Philadelphia 76ers at TD Garden on April 19, 2026 in 
Boston, Massachusetts.
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Create precious memories in the heart of Costa Linda Beach Resort
Water’s Edge Restaurant offers the complete vacation experience! 

(Eagle Beach) – Consider your family dinner plans taken 
care of at Water’s Edge. Located in the heart of the Costa 
Linda Beach Resort and on the shores of the world-famous 
Eagle Beach in Aruba, Water’s Edge offers an elegant yet 
cozy dining experience that the entire family can enjoy. 
Whether you’re craving Steak, Seafood, International Dishes 
or a bit of the Caribbean flare, Water’s Edge caters to 
all your culinary needs, all the while offering you a cozy 
and flexible service with a spectacular view of Aruba’s 
top-rated sandy beaches.  

Water’s Edge’s new menu has a great variety of ap-
petizers, main courses and delicious desserts all on one 
menu specially made just for you. From the minute you 
arrive there will be a great staff welcoming you with the 
most contagious smiles and warmth. Flexible and profes-
sional service allows you to enjoy your meal in the cool 
and elegant indoor dining area, on the sandy, breezy 
beaches of Eagle Beach or by the open bar outside. 
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner, Water’s Edge has it 
all for you, any time of the day. 
Start your day off with a hearty breakfast. Water’s Edge 
offers a variety of delicious breakfast items, including their 
house specialties of Avocado Toast, Chicken & Waffles 
made with homemade Belgium waffles and topped with 
a gorgeous hot honey sauce. If you want something on 
the sweeter side, try their Crème Brûlée French Toast, 
served with an in-house mascarpone whip cream and 
topped with fresh fruit and powdered sugar. Or maybe 
the Traditional American Breakfast is more to your liking, 
complete with any kind of serving of eggs, bacon, sausage 
and toast, served with a side of hash browns.  

For lunch, keep it easy with their handheld items like their 
Bacon and Cheddar Burger, Mediterranean Quesadillas 
or Street Tacos. Want a taste of the Caribbean? Try the 
Grouper Reuben; A local twist to the traditional Reuben, 
complete with rye bread, in-house 1000 island dressing, 
sauerkraut and grilled grouper, served with a side of Ca-
jun Fries. 

Dinner plans are set with 
Water’s Edge mouthwa-
tering dinner menu. Start 
your gastronomic journey 
with a scrumptious appe-
tizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the 
Crispy Calamari or the de-
lectable Coconut Shrimp. 
You can also opt for their 
Water’s Edge House Wedge 
Salad or freshly made Shrimp 
Louie Salad, made with 
poached shrimp, tossed in 
Louie dressing, fresh avoca-
dos and vine ripe tomatoes. 
For something a bit heartier, 
try their classic French Onion 
Soup, Lobster Bisque or Crab 
and Corn Chowder.  

Follow your appetizers with 
your choice of Seafood, 
Chicken or Pasta dishes. 
Enjoy their succulent Shrimp 
and Clam Sauce with An-
gel Hair Pasta, a nice plate 
of Chicken Francese or ex-
plore the Water’s Edge Fish 
Market—your pick of Mahi 
Mahi, Snapper, Grouper or 
Salmon, served with home-
made mashed potatoes, 
sauce of choice and fresh 
herbs and vegetables.  

Meat Lovers will have their 
fix with choices of Steak, in-
cluding a Petite Filet, French 
Rack of Lambs or their fa-
mous 14oz pan-seared Pork 
finished with a fantastic 

apple glaze. All our steaks 
options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and 
freshly cracked black pep-
per. Served with homemade 
mashed potatoes, seasoned 
vegetables and a choice of 
red wine reduction, green 
peppercorn demi-glace, 
mushroom sauce, chimi-
churri or bacon blue cheese 
butter. Enjoy it with a side 
of fresh asparagus, seasonal 
vegetables, and four differ-
ent types of fries. Combine 
your meal with your personal 
choice of international and 
exclusive wines.  

Kids will enjoy every item of 
the specially compiled Kids 
Menu and there are also op-
tional dishes for all vegans, 
vegetarians and gluten-free 
guests.  

End the culinary voyage 
with some luscious sweet-
ness. Choose from a variety 
of dessert options, including 
a piece of coconut flan, NY 
cheesecake, carrot cake, 
chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua 
and amaretto served with 
chocolate sauce and cof-
fee jelly. Not to mention the 
fresh and light piece of key 
lime pie. 

Live entertainment 
For seven nights a week, 
there is live entertainment by 
the best local artists for you 
to enjoy. Whether you’re in a 
romantic mood, or more in a 
swinging mood, every night 
is a relaxing experience un-
der the stars, where you can 
combine great music with 
delicious cocktails. In ad-
dition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours 
from 12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm 
and again from 9pm-10pm 
with all premium brands spe-
cially priced. 

Water’s Edge prides itself 
on bringing elegance and 
comfort to your dining expe-
rience, offering personalized 
service fit for everybody’s 
needs. 

Water’s Edge is open 
daily from 8am – 11pm 

To reserve your table please 
call +297 583 8000 Ext. 8106 
or + 297 586 9494 (direct), or 
reserve your table online at 
reservations@watersedgea-
ruba.com. For more infor-
mation about the menus, 
entertainment and hours, 
please visit the website wa-
tersedgearuba.com q


