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Steve Mills, Managing Director & Partner, Chief Al Ethics Officer, Global Leader, BCG Center for
Digital Government speak onstage during the Semafor World Economy Summit Fall Edition at
Gallup HQ on October 15, 2025 in Washington, DC.

Life with Al causing human brain ‘fry’

New York, United States
Heavy users of artificial in-
teligence report being
overwhelmed by trying to
keep up with and on top of
the technology designed
to make their lives easier.
Too many lines of code to
analyze, armies of Al as-
sistants fo wrangle, and
lengthy prompts to draft
are among the laments by
hard-core Al adopters.

Consultants at Boston Con-
sulting Group (BCG) have
dubbed the phenomenon
“Al brain fry,” a state of
mental exhaustion stem-
ming “from the excessive
use or supervision of ar-
fificial infeligence fools,
pushed beyond our cogni-
five limifs.”

The rise of Al agents that
tend to computer tasks on
demand has put users in
the position of managing
smart, fast digital workers
rather than having to grind
through jobs themselves.
“I's a brand-new kind of
cognifive load,” said Ben
Wigler, co-founder of the
start-up LoveMind Al. “You
have to really babysit these
models.”

People experiencing Al
burnout are not casually
dabbling with the technol-
ogy They are creating le-
gions of agents that need
to be constantly man-
aged, according to Tim
Norton, founder of the Al
integration consultancy
nouvrelLabs.

“That's what's causing the
burnout,” Norton wrofe in
an X post.

However, BCG and others
do not see it as a case of
Al causing people to get
burned out on their jobs.

A BCG study of 1,488 pro-
fessionals in  the United
States actually found a de-
cline in burnout rates when
Al took over repetitive work
tasks.

- Coding vigilance -

For now, “brain fry” is pri-
marily a bane for software
developers given that
Al agents have excelled
quickly at writing computer
code.

“The cruel irony is that Al-
generated code requires
more careful review than
human-written code,” soft-
ware engineer Siddhant
Khare wrote in a blog post.

“Itis very scary fo commit to
hundreds of lines of Al-writ-
ten code because there
is a risk of security flaws or
simply not understand-
ing the entire codebase,”
added Adam Mackintosh,
a programmer for a Canao-
dian company.

And if Al agents are not
kepton course by ahuman,
they could misunderstand
an instruction and wander
down an errant processing
path, resulting in a business
paying for wasted comput-
ing power.

- ‘lrritable’ -

Wigler noted that the
promise of hitting goals fast
with Al tempfts tech start-
up teams already prone to
long workdays to lose track
of time and stay on the job
even deeperinto the night.
“There is a unique kind of
reward hacking that can
go on when you have pro-
ductivity at the scale that
encourages even later
hours,” Wigler said.
Mackintosh recalled
spending 15 consecutive
hours fine-funing around
25,000 lines of code in an
application.d
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U.S. Vice President JD Vance addresses a Fraud Task Force
meeting in the Indian Treaty Room at the White House in
Washington, DC, on 27 March, 2026.

U.S. vice president says
he’s obsessed with UFOs

Washington, United States

U.S. Vice President JD Vance vowed Friday to plumb
US government information about unidentified flying
objects, adding that in his view, aliens are in fact de-
mons.

“I have not been able to spend enough fime on this
to really understand it, but | am going to, frust me. I'm
obsessed with this,” a laughing Vance told the conser-
vative podcaster Benny Johnson.

“I've still got three more years as vice president. | will
get to the bottom of the UFO files,” he added.
Johnson had asked about President Donald Trump's
order to federal agencies in February to begin “iden-
tifying and releasing” government files related to UFOs
and aliens.

Trump said he was faking the step “based on the fre-
mendous inferest shown,” the same month that former
president Barack Obama said publicly that aliens were
“real,” though he had not seen them.

Regarding those statements, Trump told reporters that
Obama “gave classified information, he is not sup-
posed to be doing that.”

Vance for his part told Johnson on Friday, “l don’t think
they're aliens. | think they're demons,” describing this
as a Christian understanding of “celestial beings who
fly around who do weird things to people.”

No evidence has been produced of intelligent life be-
yond Earth.

Interest in UFOs and and related phenomena has been
renewed in recent years as the US government inves-
tigated numerous reports of seemingly supernatural
aircraft, amid worries that adversaries could be testing
highly advanced technologies.

In March 2024, the Pentagon released a report saying
it had no proof that unidentified aerial phenomena
were alien technology, with many suspicious sightings
furning out to be merely weather balloons, spy planes,
satellites and other normal activitys[
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The California medical breakthrough redefining the future of Spina

bifida

SACRAMENTO, CA — In ¢
sterile, high-tech operating
suite at UC Davis Children’s
Hospital, a medical teamre-
cently achieved what was
once considered the realm
of science fiction. They per-
formed surgery on a patient
who had not yet been born,
using a pioneering stem cell
therapy to freat spina bi-
fida before the infant took
its first breath. This landmark
clinical trial, known as the
“CuRe Trial” (Cellular Thero-
py for In Utero Repair of My-
elomeningocele), is now of-
fering a revolutionary path
forward for families facing
one of the most challeng-
ing birth defects.

Spina bifida, specifically
myelomeningocele, occurs
when the spinal cord fails
to develop or close prop-
erly while a fetus is in the
womb. This often leaves the
delicate nerves of the spinall
cord exposed to the corro-
sive effects of amnioftic fluid.
The result can be lifelong:
permanent paralysis, cogni-
tive challenges, and bowel
or bladder dysfunction. For
decades, the standard of
care was surgery after birth,
which closed the gap but
could not undo the neu-
rological damage already

sustained in utero.

However, the team in Sac-
ramento, led by world-re-
nowned fetal surgeon Dr.
Diana Farmer and bioen-
gineer Dr. Aijun Wang, be-
lieved they could do more
than just close a hole. They
wanted to heal the nerves.

The breakthrough involves
a “patch” made of a spe-
cialized biological scaffold
seeded with mesenchymall
stem cells. These cells are
harvested from placental
tissue, which possesses a
unique ability to promote
healing and ftissue regen-
eration. During a complex
mid-pregnancy surgery,
doctors open the mother’s
uterus and carefully apply
this stem cell patch directly
onfo the exposed spinal
cord of the fetus.

“We aren't just performing
a mechanical repair,” Dr.
Wang explained during a
recent briefing. “The stem
cells act as a tiny pharma-
cy, secreting growth factors
and anti-inflammatory sig-
nals that profect the spinal
cord from further damage
and actually encourage
the repair of neural path-
ways while the baby is still
developing.”

The results from the first
group of participants have
been nothing short of mi-
raculous. One of the first
“trailblazers” of the study, a
toddler named Robbie, was
born with the tell-tale scar-
ring of spina bifida surgery
but with a stunning differ-
ence: she is hitting physical
milestones that were previ-
ously thought impossible for

children with her diagnosis.

Robbie's mother, who
joined the trial after a dev-
astating prenatal diagno-
sis, recalls the moment she
saw her daughter move her
legs for the first time. “We
were fold to prepare for a
life in a wheelchair,” she
said, watching her daugh-
ter navigate a playroom.
“To see her standing, to see
her toes wiggle it feels like
we were given a miracle
wrapped in science.”

The success of the CuRe
Trial marks a fundamental
shift in how the medical
community views prenatal
infervention. By tfreating the
condition during the second
trimester, doctors are taking
advantage of the fetus’sin-
credible natural regenera-
tive capacity. At that stage
of development, the body
is essentially a “blank slate”
for healing, allowing the
stem cells to integrate and
protect the spinal cord be-
fore the damage becomes
ireversible.

However, the road to this
breakthrough was not short.
Dr. Farmer has spent over
twenty years researching
fetal surgery, a journey that
began with the landmark

MOMS (Management of
Myelomeningocele Study)
frial in the early 2000s.
That study proved that sur-
gery before birth was better
than surgery after birth. This
new stem cell integration is
the “MOMS 2.0,” taking the
success of fetal surgery and
supercharging it withregen-
erative medicine.

The implications of this suc-
cess extend far beyond
spina bifida. If stem cells
can be used to repair a de-
veloping spine, researchers
are hopeful the same tech-
nology could eventually be
applied to other prenatal
condifions, such as heart
defects or diaphragmatic
hernias.

It signals the dawn of an

era where “the womb is the
new waiting room" for life-
saving cures.
Asthe clinicaltrialmovesinto
its next phases, the medical
community is watching with
bated breath. While the
procedure is still considered
experimental and requires
a highly specialized team
of surgeons, anesthesiolo-
gists, and neonatologists,
the early data suggests a
future where spina bifida is
no longer a life-altering sen-
tence of paralysis. 4

Could a common seizure medication stop

For decades, the battle
against  Alzheimer’s  dis-
ease has been a game of
“"catch-up.” Modern freat-
ments  like lecanemab
and donanemab focus on
clearing away the sticky
amyloid-beta plagues that
have already clogged a
patient’s brain. But by the
time these plaques are visi-
ble on a scan, the damage
is often irreversible. Now, re-
searchers at Northwestern
University have discovered
that a common, inexpen-
sive anfi-seizure medica-
fion may hold the key to a
different strategy: stopping
the toxic protfeins from be-
ing produced in the first
place.

The study, recently pub-
lished in the journal Sci-
ence Translational Medi-
cine, highlights levetirace-

tam better known by ifs
brand name, Keppra. First
approved by the FDA in
1999 to treat epilepsy, this
drug is now showing a sur-
prising ability fo disrupt the
earliest molecular steps of
Alzheimer's.

The “paradoxical” discov-
ery

For ten years, senior au-
thor Jeffrey Savas, an as-
sociate professor at North-
western University Feinberg
School of Medicine, has
been investigating what
goes wrong at the very be-
ginning of the disease. His
feam discovered a “para-
doxical stage” where pre-
synapftic proteins begin to
accumulate long before
synapses are lost or de-
mentia symptoms appear.
They found that a specific,

highly toxic protein frag-
ment called amyloid-beta
4?2 builds up inside synaptic
vesicles the tiny sacs neu-
rons use to send signals.
When the tfeam freated hu-
man neurons and animal
models with levetirace-
tam, the drug effectively
blocked the formation of
this toxic peptide.
According to a Northwest-
ern University press release,
this mechanism marks a
shift from clearing existing
plagues to preventing their
initial formation.

A mechanism for brain sig-
nals

By binding to the pro-
tein SV2A during the “syn-
apfic vesicle cycle,” the
drug slows the recycling
process and keeps the am-
yloid  precursor  protein

Alzheimer’s before it starts?

(APP) on the surface of
neurons longer. This pre-
vents APP from entering
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internal pathways, effec-

tively stopping it from being
cut into toxic fragments.]
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Britain’s Prince William, Prince of Wales listens to a scientist during
a visit to Isambard-Al, the UK’s most powerful supercomputer,
who are exploring how the supercomputer can help develop
new drugs to combat heart disease and Alzheimer’s as well as
predicting extreme weather, during a visit to the University of
Bristol in the city of Bristol, south-west England, on January 22,
2026.
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Igniting ambition: How an Indianapolis engineer is launching the
next generation of STEM leaders

In the heart of Indianapo-
lis, the typical sounds of a
neighborhood park clinking
swings and bouncing bas-
ketballs are increasingly be-
ing punctuated by the sud-
den, triumphant whoosh of
pressurized air and the sight
of plastic bottles soaring
tfoward the clouds. This is
the "Rocket Boot Camp,”
a grassroots initiative that
is proving you don't need
a multi-billion-dollar Cape
Canaveral  budget to
reach the stars.

The program is the brain-
child of Marcus Reed, a
local aerospace engineer
who spent his career de-
signing complex propulsion
systems for global firms. De-
spite his professional suc-
cess, Reed noticed a persis-
tent gap in his field: a lack
of representation from the
community he grew up in.
Instead of simply acknowl-
edging the “STEM gap.”
Reed decided to bridge
it with cardboard fins and
water-fueled engines.
Launched in  partner-

Ml

Tanaka Chonyera with one of the rockets built through his Indianapolis boot camp.

ship with a local minor-
ity engineering program,
the Rocket Boot Camp
is a free, hands-on work-
shop designed for children
ages 8 to 14. But calling
it a “camp” almost feels
too formal. It is an out-
door laboratory where the
neighborhood becomes
a launchpad and failures
are celebrated as much as

Successes.

“In school, kids are often
taught that science is a
series of facts to memo-
rize for a test,” Reed says
while helping a ten-year-
old adjust the frajectory of
a soda-bottle rocket. "But
frue engineering is about
frial, error, and the thrill of
seeing something you built

actually work. When a kid
sees their rocket clear the
free line, their whole per-
spective on what they are
capable of changes in an
instant.”

The curriculum is decep-
tively rigorous. Over the
course of the program,
sfudents don't just “play”
with rockets; they learn
the fundamentals of New-

ton’s Laws of Motion, aero-
dynamics, and structural
integrity. They use CAD
(Computer-Aided Design)
software on donated tab-
lets to model their fins be-
fore cutting them out of re-
cycled materials.

The impact, however,
goes far beyond physics.
By tfargeting underserved
areas and offering the
program at no cost, Reed
is removing the financial
and geographical barriers
that often prevent minor-
ity students from exploring
high-tech career paths. For
many participants, this is
their first inferaction with a
professional engineer who
looks like them a “see it to
be it" moment that is criti-
cal for long-term career in-
spiration.

One parent, whose daugh-
ter has attended every
session this spring, noted a
marked shift in her child’s
confidence. "She used to
say math was ‘too hard.'

The secret garden under the solar panels: How green energy is
saving rare wildflowers

For decades, the expan-
sion of solar energy was of-
fen viewed as a zero-sum
game for conservation. To
build a massive solar farm,
developers frequently
cleared thousands of roll-
ing acres, displacing na-
tive flora and fauna in the
name of carbon neutrality.
But in the arid landscapes
of the American West and
the sun-drenched plains of
the Midwest, a surprising
ecological phenomenon
is turning that narrative
on its head. Solar farms
are becoming accidental
sanctuaries for some of the
country’s rarest plants.

Take, for instance, the
three-corner milkvetch.
This delicate, spindly le-
gume with its franslucent
seed pods is a federally
protected species that
stfruggles to survive in the
blistering heat of the Ne-
vada desert. Typically, the
milkvetch is at the mercy

of a changing climate in-
tfense droughts and soar-
ing temperatures that
evaporate every drop of
morning dew. However,
researchers have  dis-
covered that inside the
fenced-off perimeter of a
nearby utility-scale solar

array, the milkvetch isn't
just surviving; it is thriving.

The secret lies in the “shad-
ed microclimate” created
by the thousands of photo-

voltaic panels. In the wild,
these plants are scorched
by twelve hours of direct,
relentless sun. Beneath
the panels, however, they
enjoy a shifting mosaic
of shade. This cooling ef-
fect slows the evaporation
of moisture from the soil,
keeping the ground damp
long after the surrounding
open desert has furned to
dust.

“"We used to think of solar

A rare desert plant in Nevada called three-corner milkvetch.

farms as industrial dead
zones,” says Dr. Elena
Vasquez, a conservation
biologist who has been
monitoring the site. “But
what we're seeingis a form
of ‘techno-ecological syn-
ergy.’ The panels act like a
mechanical canopy, mim-
icking the role that large
frees or rock formations
might play in a natfural
ecosystem. They provide
a refuge from the extreme
heat.”

The phenomenon isn't lim-
ited to the desert. In states
like Minnesota and Or-
egon, “pollinator-friendly”
solar mandates are trans-
forming the land beneath
the panels info vibrant
wildflower meadows. By
planting native species
like purple coneflower and
milkweed, solar develop-
ers are creating “stepping
stone” habitats for bees
and butterflies. Because
these sites are fenced off

and human foot traffic is
nearly non-existent, the
plants are protected from
the herbicides and heavy
machinery common in fra-
ditional agriculture.

This “dual-use” land man-
agement often called
agrivoltaics is proving that
renewable energy and
biodiversity are not mutu-
ally exclusive. In fact, the
plants provide a service
back to the solar panels.
Through a process called
evapotranspiration, the
plants release moisture
info the air, which natu-
rally cools the surround-
ing atmosphere. Because
solar panels actually be-
come less efficient as they
overheat, this botanical
air-conditioning helps the
farm produce more elec-
fricity.

For small communities,
these “solar havens” offer
a glimpse intfo a more har-
monious future.]
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An olive ridley sea turtle hatchling moves on a beach after emerging from its nest near Libreville

on February 15, 2026.

Gabon battles for baby sea turtles’

survival

Libreville, Gabon

Small enough fo fit in the
pam of your hand, new-
ly hatched sea fturtles
emerged on a Gabonese
beach to embark on the
freacherous 10-metre (33-
foot) scramble across the
sand fo the ocean.

“The survival rate for turtles
is one in 1,000,” Francois
Boussamba, a Gabonese
turtle expert and head of
the NGO Aventures Sans
Frontieres (Adventures
Without Borders), told AFP,
scouring for nests.

Conservationists from
NGOs and the national
parks agency patrol Go-
bon's beaches daily during
the nesting season fo pro-
tect the turtles’ nests.
Those under threat are
moved to a hatchery, a
fenced enclosure near
the sea, where the eggs
are kept safe until they are
ready to hatch.

On Pongara  National
Park’s white sandy beach-
es, about 30 minutes by
boat from the capital Libre-
ville, conditions are opfimal
for nesting: wild coastline,
a favourable equatorial cli-
mate and an open ocean

beach with gentle slopes,
ideal for the females.

But dangers lurk. Nests are
threatened by coastal ero-
sion due to encroaching
sea levels, or myriad preda-
tors such as crabs and birds
that prevent the eggs from
reaching their 60-day incu-
batfion period, Boussamba
said.

“The chances of survival
are tiny,” he said.

- Muscle up -

In Libreville, every morning
around 7:00 am, volunteers
from the Project Turtles To-
hiti Gabon association criss-
cross the beach and check
the nests in the hatchery.
After one has hatched, the
baby fturtles have to be
moved so they can reach
the sea -- but they are nev-
er put straight info the wa-
ter.

“They need to build up their
muscles so they can swim
in the ocean,” volunteer
Clemence said.

Four species of turtles
green, olive ridley, hawks-
bill and leatherback come
fo nest along Gabon’s 9200
kilometres (560 miles) of
coastline from October to
April.

It has the highest nesting
density on the African con-
tinent, according to the US-
based NGO Wildlife Con-
servation Society.

Gabon is the world’s lead-
ing nesting site for the
leatherback furtle, the larg-
est of the species and listed
as threatened by the Inter-
natfional Union for Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN).

In addition to predators,
sea turtles are also threat-
ened by human activities,
from plastic pollution fo in-
dustrial fishing and poach-
ers.

By watching over the eggs,
the rangersin Pongara help
ensure “the survival of this
species”, Edouard Moussa-
vou, Pongara park’s depu-
ty director, said.

- Unpaid wages -

Since 2013, Gabon's con-
servation efforts had re-
ceived funding from the
United  States, notably
through the US Fish and
Wildlife Service, an agency
responsible for biodiversity.
“If there are turtles, it means
our ecosystem is sound
and healthy,” Boussamba
said.

People admire the cherry blossoms in full bloom along a
river in Tokyo on March 29, 202é.

Japan’s cherry blossom
season dazzles locals and
tourists

Tokyo, Japan

Japanese locals and tourists packed the country’s most
stunning cherry blossom spots on Monday to enjoy the
dazzling flowers at full bloom.

The finy white and pink petals of cherry flowers, known
as sakura, herald the start of spring in Japan, and full
bloom ushers in a brief period of boisterous outdoor
parties held by residents.

Across the nation families and friends rolled out blankets
and tarpaulins at parks, temples and even cemeteries
over the weekend to eat and drink under cherry trees
for traditional “hanami” or flower viewing gatherings.
Japanese people hold “very special feelings for saku-
ra”, said Tokyo resident Akiko Nyman, 48, as she ad-
mired flowers in crowded Ueno park in the centre of
the capital.

“We love if, because it is so short... it doesn’t last long,
it comes every year, something very special,” she said.
At this fime of the year, weather forecasters are laser fo-
cused on when the blossom will peak in each city, and
they advise excited residents on the best weather days
for picnics and how long the flowers might last.

In the ancient capital of Kyoto, officials on Monday de-
clared full bloom after examining a sample tree within
the grounds of Nijo-jo Castle, a world heritage site.

- ‘Good photo opportunity’ -

“"We observed the cherry blossoms in full bloom on
March 30,” Kyoto Local Meteorological Office said.
Cherry flowers at ancient temples and shrines in Kyoto
are parficularly popular among visitors and locals.
Australian tourist Olivia Martell-Groves went all in for the
seasonal experience, and donned a flower-printed ki-
mono while marvelling at the flowers.

“"We wanted to see them because they're really pretty,
good photo opportunities and something you can only
see in certain times of the year... and also it just feels so
peaceful and nice,” she said.]
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Beirut rescuers risk the

Beirut, Lebanon

Armed with thick gloves
and small plastic crates Ka-
mal, Khalil and Reem jump
on two mopeds and head
info Beirut’s southern sub-
urbs, which see almost dai-
ly strikes by Israeli aircraft.
Hands scarred by a thou-
sand bites and scratches,
the small rescue team from
Lebanese NGO Animals
Lebanon uses two-wheelers
to navigate streets made
narrow by piles of rubble
as they search for trapped
animals.

In drizzling rain, the team
is responding to two calls,
passing from crammed
central districts filled with
people seeking safety info
increasingly  abandoned
streets where Israeli  air-
strikes are concentrated.
The are seeking a pet cat
they've been tfrying fo trap
for a week since it jumped
through a bombed-out
ground-floor window, and
another showing signs of
paralysis, they think from a
recent Israeli bombing.
"We never lose hope that
the cat we can't find is
still around, because it will
come back. This is its ref-
uge,” says volunteer Khalil
Hamieh, 45.

Lebanon was pulled info
the Middle East war on
March 2 when Tehran-
backed militant  group
Hezbollah fired rockets to-

Charleroi, Belgium
Belgian artist Nicolas Buis-
sart started doubling as
a tour guide as a joke af-
ter a newspaper in the
neighbouring Netherlands
named his city the ugliest
in the world.

Some 15 years later, he
is still arranging tours of
Charleroi for visitors seek-
ing beauty in dilapidated
factories and rundown
warehouses the remnants

ir lives to save animals

Members of a rescue team from Lebanese NGO Animals Lebanon head to Beirut's southern

suburbs on March 26, 202é.

wards Israel to avenge the
US-Israeli killing of Iran’s su-
preme leader Ayatollah Al
Khamenei.

Israel has responded with
large-scale strikes on Leba-
non and a ground offen-
sive in the country’s south.
On the edge of Haret Hreik
in Beirut's southern suburbs,
where Hezbollah exercises
a measure of de facto au-
thority, Hamieh's colleague
Issam Attar stops the jeep
that will bring the rescued
cats to hospital.

The mopeds can navigate
onwards on fwo wheels,

of the city's industrial past.
"Wallonia used to be pros-
perous; itf's a cradle of
capitalism of sorts," he says
of the surrounding French-
speaking region.

"The problem with capital-
ism is that it leaves a lot of
waste behind".

Yet that's exactly what
the dozen pensioners from
the northern French city
of Lille he's driving around
Charleroi have come fo

and escape quickly if an Is-
raeli strike is announced.

- ‘A living being’ -
Between Israeli airraids and
Hezbollah saying filming

in the southern suburbs is
“strictly prohibited”, media
access has become more
complicated lately, and
AFP journalists remained
oufside with Attar.

“It's a living being,” Aftar
said of why he rescues ani-
mals. “It's not guilty of wars
or anything else.”

“Besides the fact that we
feel for animails, there’'s also
the owners who can't get

their animals -- we can, and
we want to help them.”
Animals Lebanon told AFP
its feams had rescued 241
animals from south Lebao-
non and Beirut’'s southern
suburbs, areas under heavy
bombardment since the
start of the war.

In addition fo kiling over
1,100 people, the war has
displaced over a million,
according to Lebanese au-
thorities. In this city without
air-raid sirens, gunshots into
the air warn people of in-
coming Israeli airstrikes.

The shooting and the ensu-
ing explosions terrify cats es-

pecially, Animals Lebanon
Operation Manager Reem
Sadek said, and many fam-
ilies can't find their pets as
they rush to evacuate.
“Cats in particular, when
there’s a strike, they pan-
ic,” she said.

"We're perhaps the only
people with the experi-
ence to find... and capture
them.”

Some of the cafs can't be
immediately reunited with
their owners, who have
nowhere to keep them as
they sleep rough on the
streets or crowd into shel-
ters, so the cats stay at the
Animals Lebanon office.

- ‘Risking our lives’ -

The war has made every-
thing more complicated
for the rescuers, including
the evacuation from Leba-
non of a five-month-old lion
cub, still small but growing
bigger by the day inside
their office.

They confiscated her from
wildlife traffickers  shortly
before the war broke out,
as they were searching for
another trafficked lion cub
that they later fracked to
Lebanon’s rural northeast.
The airlines capable of
bringing the lions from Leb-
anon to South Africa are
not flying due to the war,
so they're frying to evacu-
ate the cubs to Cyprus by
boat.]

World's 'ugliest’ city finds allure in decay

see on a dreary March
day. Urban exploration, or
"urbex" for short the under-
ground pastime of explor-
ing abandoned places, at
times skirting the law in the
process has grown intfo a
global movement over the
past two decades.

Haunting complexes with

shafttered windows and
moulded ceilings draw
amateur photographers,

selfie takers and thrill seek-
ers from as far away as Ber-
lin or Detroit.

Buissart's "city safari' takes
visitors up close to the slag
heaps and giant ruins of
steel and concrete that
shape Charleroi's land-
scape.

"There's an aesthetic here
that I really like," Veronique
Moussu, a member of the

Lille expedition, tells AFP.
'"These spaces are en-
hanced by the play of
light, shadows and sfreet
art," adds the retiree, who
is on her second visit to
Charleroi in four years.

The southern city was once
a coal-mining hub.

More than 40 years after
the last pit shut down, it is
now mainly known for its
airport a major European
hub for low-cost airline Ry-
anair.

- 'Dead' but attractive -
For the first stop of his tour,
Buissart fakes the group
to an abandoned 1930s
swimming and leisure
complex that has become
a playground for graffiti
artists.

Built by a Belgian industrial-

ist, the "Solvay Pool" aimed
to provide workers with
reloxation and entertain-
ment a stone's throw from
a 19th-cenfury manufac-
furing site for soda ash that
is Nno more.

The pool's old roof no lon-
ger holds water; rain and
wind rush into the build-
ing, and the filed floor is
now an ankle-spraining,
cracked mess.

Buissart, 46, a former de-
sign student, issues safety
instructions as he guides
visitors inside, giving them
half an hour to explore
and snap photos.

The same happens at the
second stop on the route,
a massive warehouse that
was used for tfreating stain-
less steel sheets but is now
also falling into ruin.(



has begun to see terns ar-
riving along its coast to
start their breeding season
once again. An event that
happens every year, the
migration of terns to our
island normally begins in
March, but this year it was
observed that they were
already present as early as
January.

In Aruba, there are ten dif-
ferent species of terns that
normally breed from March
to September every year.
However, ACF has noted
that this year their arrival
came earlier, and by the
end of January a presence

(ORANIJESTAD)—Aruba

ing seen in their breeding
areas. During this season,
ten different species breed
at different fimes. This is the
reason why the season lasts
for more than half a year.

The terns breed mainly in
the Baby Beach area and
along the north coast of
Aruba. Baby Beach is a
particularly special site for
terns, since this is where
they carry out their repro-
duction rituals. Referred
fo as a “discotheque” by
Natasha Silva, the point of
Baby Beach near the open
water is where a large
group of terns spends the

/.4TAP CIDER

Blu Tap Cider is located at

Radisson Blu Aruba
Open daily from 3:00 PM to 10:00 PM

season searching for their
partner—for life—to repro-
duce.

Terns are very fragile and
easily disturbed, especially
during their reproduction
rituals.

Their nests are divided into
two specific sites on our is-
land. The first is the reefs
near the refinery in San
Nicolas. These reefs be-
come home to the terns,
where they lay their nests
either on the sand orin the
small bushes around the
reefs. These reefs are “off-
limits” to the public; one of
the only areasin Aruba that
is completely protected by
law.

The terns
along the
our island,

also lay eggs
north coast of
between cliffs
and rocks throughout the
area. This is where they
are vulnerable to greater
danger, according to ACF.
Among these cliffs, every-
thing is well camouflaged
and cannot easily be seen,
even by people who are
walking or driving vehicles
over the rocks.

The chicks have a natu-

B .

ral behavior to “freeze”
in place when they sense
danger. This puts them at
risk of being stepped on.
For this reason, ACF is mak-
ing a call to the community
and authorities to help pro-
fect our historic birds.

As general advice, ACF
says to keep distance and
be cautious when pass-
ing through areas where
terns are breeding. “If a
tern starts screaming at
you, that is a sign that you
are too close to their nest
and eggs,” Silva explained.
These are the types of sig-
nals the Aruba community
needs to be aware of.

el it
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So once again, a call goes
out to the entire commu-
nity of Aruba: Let’s protect
our terns during an impor-
tfant season for them. Edu-
cate yourself and others
about the birds, stay alert
fo harmful activities near
nests, and share informao-
fion with ACF if you notice
anything unusual in nature.
Together we can care for
and strengthen our nature,
and that begins with edu-
cation.

Aruba Conservation Foun-
dation (ACF) can be
reached by phone at 585-
1234 or by email at info@
acf.aw 4

Dining in? Try making some local favorites!
How to make “funchi”

(Oranjestad)—One of the most fa-
mous Aruban snacks or appetizers is
“funchi hasa” (fried polenta sticks),
a super easy meal that adults and
children will both enjoy. Here’s how
to make it!

Before we start, get to know the ba-
sics

What is funchi hasa? Funchi, or Aru-
ban polentaq, is a popular side dish
forlocal dishes, like soups, stews and
fried fish. Made from a corn flour,
water and butter mixture, this appe-
tizer is tfraditionally eaten alongside
a warm meal. However, locals also
like to fry sticks of funchi for a quick

and filling snack.

Ingredients (measured by heart)
1. Polenta flour/Funchi flour
2. Water

3. Butter

4, Salt to taste

Directions

Bring water to a boil in a medium-
sized sauce pan. Add in some salt
and butter to taste in the boiling
water and let this dissolve and melt.
Then, gradually add the flour while
stiring with a wooden spoon. The
mixture will start to begin to harden
preftty fast, so be careful not to add

too much. At this phase of cooking,
you want a goopy thick mixture, but
thin enough so you can confinue to
stir to get all the lumps out.

After reaching a semi-firm, yet flex-
ible texture, grab a baking pan or
any large, deep plate, and pour the
mixture in. Be sure that this plate is
wet or greased so that the mixture
does not stick to the bottom. Let this
cool completely while it firms up for
the last fime. Once it's cooled you
can enjoy it as is, topped with some
butter or shredded cheese. Or, you
can take it to another level of de-
liciousness.

When your funchiis firm enough, cut
it info strips (size is up to you). Heat
up some oil in a pan and fry those
babies up! After frying, you can top
it with some cheese or enjoy it with
your favorite dipping sauce.

Photo credit of fried funchi sticks:
Jacqueline Felida on Pinterest.[]
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Nights of Culture, Music, and Entertainment cﬂ Paseo Herencia

(ORANJESTAD)—As the sun sets, Paseo Herencia comes
alive with entertainment that celebrates Aruba’s culture,
music, and vibrant energy. The open-air plaza transforms
into a lively hub where locals and visitors gather to expe-
rience the island’s rhythm, sights, and flavors. Evenings
at Paseo Herencia invite guests to slow down, connect,
and enjoy a mix of music, dance, and immersive experi-
ences in a relaxed, welcoming setting.

This month, we proudly celebrate Dia di Betico, a day
honoring the life and legacy of Betico Croes,a key figure
in Aruba’s journey toward autonomy. A beloved tradi-
fional Aruban band will perform live on January 25th
from 8:00 pm to 10:00 pm. Known for their authentic
rhythms and lively performances, Grupo di Betico brings
a strong sense of cultural pride to the plaza, offering
both visitors and residents a memorable evening filled
with local heritage and island sounds.

Weekly programming ensures that every night offers
something new. Cultural Wednesdays celebrate Aruba’s
musical heritage, starting with steelpan music at 7:00 pm
and followed by a cultural dance show at 8:00 pm that

Fun facts about the “transhi” hedges!

(Oranjestad)—When  off-

torical and cultural mean-

roading, you may encoun-
ter some houses that have
rock hedges, aligned per-
fectly and held together
by cement—or sometimes
nothing at all.

These hedges are called
“transhi,” and have a his-

ing on the island. Used by
cunukeros* around the
island back when agricul-
fure played a more domi-
nant role in day-to-day life
and survival, these stone
hedges represent the resil-
ience of our great-grand
parents, who had to make

highlights traditional movements and sto-
rytelling. Saturdays in January are dedi-
cated to Carnaval Nights beginning at
8:00 pm, filling Paseo Herencia with daz-
zling costumes, lively music, and spirited
performances thatimmerse guestsin one
of Aruba’s most beloved celebrations.
The plaza’s entertainment continues with
themed nightly water show at 7:30 pm,
8:30 pm, and 9:30 pm, creating a natural
fransition from live performances into the
evening's activities.

For younger visitors, the carousel and kids’
frain provide joyful, memorable experi-
ences that bring a tfouch of magic to the
plaza. Thrill seekers can also enjoy the Air-
soft attraction located behind The Lazy
Turtle, ensuring that there is entertainment
for all ages.

For those continuing the night, Paseo Her-
encia offers a variety of vibrant nightlife

do with what nature gave
them.

These stone structures are
fraditionally placed care-
fully on top of each other.
No cement or other bind-
ing mixture was used to
hold the structure togeth-
er. Though not commonly

used for modern homes,

experiences. Gusto Nightfclub is known
for high-energy DJ sets, VIP bottle service,
and a daily happy hour from 6:00 pm to
10:00 pm. The club brings together locals
and visitors for a lively, unforgettable par-
ty atmosphere. Frenchie's Karaoke Bar
provides a relaxed outdoor setting where
guests can take the stage, sing, and per-
form while enjoying the support of friendly
staff and fellow patrons. Flamingoes Bar
offers a social all-ages experience with in-
ventive cocktails, delicious snacks, and a
spacious terrace ideal for groups, making
it a top choice for music, conversation,
and a lively bar vibe.

With stores open daily from 10:00 am to
10:00 pm, visitors can combine shopping,
dining, and entertainment into one seam-
less visit. Parking at Paseo Herencia is
complimentary for up to two hours when
shopping, dining, or enjoying a movie,
simply by presenting a purchase receipt
to the parking cashier. Whether visiting for
an evening show or staying late into the
night, Paseo Herencia offers a complete
island experience where music, culture,
and entertainment come together to cre-
ate memorable moments for all ages.[

Aruba’s unique farming

the few structures that re-

main around the island
stood the test of time, some
completely intact even af-
ter decades of rain, wind
and urbanization.

These stone hedges are
a representation of the

culture—which valued du-
rability, sustainability and
resilience.

*cunukero: Aruban farmers.

Q

Pictures extracted from the
‘Plantage Zorg en Hoop' col-
lection on Coleccion.aw
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

A@amﬁr& Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

Pluy Respansibly. Visit www.gomble y

Earn

DOUBLE POINTS

all day long!

Use your Players’ Club card
to play our slots and we’ll
DOUBLE your points!

org if you or

Easier on Aruba: A tradition of camping

(Oranjestad)—You may
notice this week people
sefting up trailers and tents
on the outskirts of beaches
around the island. This is a
long-standing tradition dur-
ing Easter weekend, where
families and friends gather
in large groups and set up
camp at the beach.

For this year, camping seo-
son starts on March 29 and
ends on Sunday April 12.
This Aruban tradition may
be nothing like what you're
used fo seeing. Though
groups do sleep in tenfs
and spend the entire week
at their campsite, most sites
have extra facilities. These fa-
cilities include trailer-kitchens
and portable toilets, making
camping much more com-
fortable—and perhaps even
more luxurious.

Though camping in itself is
a general custom on the
island, each family/group
may have their own set of
traditions and routines when
they go camping, like the
Ras family from Paradera.

Before sefting up camp,
planning starts with procur-
ing (legal) documents. These
include camping permifs
given by the Police Corps
(KPA) and contracts for
toilet rentals. Do note that
camping permits are espe-
cially important, because
the police are bound to
patrol the camping areas
during the week. After ob-
faining a permit, groups as-
semble to look for and hold
a spot at the beach. This is
why you may notice some
chairs, traffic cones or even
ropes stretching across the
beaches on Saturday or Sun-
day before camping week.

Next on the list is planning
the menu. The Ras family
usually plans hot dogs and
burgers for Thursday, and
fish for Good Friday. Other
than that, soup is a must,
chicken andrice (Arroz con
pollo) is an Aruban favorite,
and for the kids, snacks like
pastechi (meat pies), kro-
ket (croquettes), cheese
balls, and deviled eggs are
necessary to keep them full
and energized while they

play all day in the blazing
sun. When camping with
extended family or friends,
usually everyone pitches in
with food and drinks. As the
Ras family matriarch said:
“There always someone in
the kitchen cooking some-
thing up.”

In terms of camp activities,
these can also vary from
group to group, but one
activity you will not miss any-
where is dominos. Usually,
every camp site has one or
two domino tables ready for
use, where the men usually
gather and play for hours.
Other than that, both chil-
dren and adults play ‘Mens
Erger Je Niet' (Ludo), Bingo
and other board games, or
go fishing with lines and nets.
On Easter Sunday, the main
activity for everyone, and es-
pecially the children, is egg
hunting.

The Ras family matriarch told
ourreporter that the children
traditionally decorate their
own eggs before these are
hidden around the camping
site. They make sure to boil

wou knaw has o gumbling problem,

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Preizels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs ond Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lozy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

these eggs first, so that no
messy accidents happen
when painting these. After
the kids find their eggs, they
are usually cracked open
and eaten. But the fun of
egg hunting is not exclusive
to children; adults may also
participate too. For this, the
Ras family sometimes hid
golden eggs around the
area, each holding big
prizes, like a bottle of wine,
money etc.

Besides this, families on the
island may celebrate Easter
weekend by walking the
“Caminda di Cruz" (Sor-
rowful Way or Via Dolorosal)
to the Alto Vista Chapel lo-
catedin the northern part of
the island or by going to the
3 o'clock church sermon.
Some groups that do not
go fo church but sfill want

to pay respect on Good
Friday may hold a moment
of slence when the clock
strikes 3pm.

And after two weeks of
camping, this  fradition
comes to a close for the rest
of the year. Groups decon-
struct their sites and leave
the beach premises, excited
for next Easter, where they
can set up camp again and
enjoy the feeling of com-
munity on the beaches of
Aruba.

As said before, camping
during Easter vacation is a
long-standing tfradition for
the community of Aruba. This
is something that almost ev-
eryone on the island grew up
with, and it remains a special
occasion that feels authen-
tic and our own!1

What Aruba means to Scott Turner!

ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would
like to porirait you! By inviting you to send us
your favorite vacation picture while enjoying
our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is
Send your picture with that text (including your
name and where you are from) to: news@aru-
batoday.com and we will publish your vacao-
fion memory. Isn't that a special way to keep
your best moments alive? Please do note: By
submitting photos, text or any other materials,
you give permission to The Aruba Today News-
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of
its affiliated companies to use said materials,

as well as names, likeness, etfc. for promotional
purposes without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Insta-
gram and Facebook page! Thank you for sup-

porting our free newspaper, we strive to make
you a happy reader every day again.

For today we received a lovely message from
Scoftt Turner from Ohio, USA.

He wrote to us saying: “Aruba is Majestic,” with
a beautifulimage of the Aruba’s northern coast
line taking during his trip from March 19-26.
Thank you for sending us this wonderful mes-
sage sharing what Aruba means to you with us
and our readers!]
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The stories of “Compa Nanzi”

(Oranjestad)—The most pop-
ular character you may hear
about in the Caribbean is An-
ansi, known locally on Aruba
as “Compa Nanzi”. Llocal
children grew up hearing the
tales of the conniving spider,
and his legacy forms part of
the oral narrative tradition
that is common in Aruba.

Although the stories are most
popular in the Caribbean,
“"Compa Nanzi" is not entirely
unknown globally, especially
not in the West African re-
gion. Brought to the “new
world” by enslaved Africans
from Ghana, the historical
thread of how Nanzi was in-
froduced on Aruba follows
the enslaved Africans in Cu-
racao during the colonial
era, which saw the biggest
population of enslaved Afri-
cans in the Dutch Caribbean.

The stories of Compa Nanzi
were a sign of hope for free-
dom among the slaves, who
passed around different sto-
ries involving the famous spi-
der through word of mouth,
due to not being able to
express their natfive culture
in the new world. These sto-
ries were a way to not only
preserve their culture, but it
acted as a medium for relief
during the harsh freatment to
which they were subjected
to.

It wasn't until the end of the
nineteenth cenfury that the
stories of Nanzi were written
down in different languages.
However, not all stories are
completely alike in every
country, as is the risk of oral
story telling. However, one
thing will always be dominant
in Compa Nanzi's stories: his
sneaky ways to get what he
wants!

How Nanzi fooled the king

One day Nanzi was taking a
stroll near the castle of Shon
Arei, the king. He had this sud-
den urge to walk in. He didn’t
think too much about it and
committed to what he had
in mind. It was a warm after-
noon, and the castle person-
nel were taking their after-
noon nap. Even the soldier
guarding the castle door was
fast asleep, snoring so loud
that his beard bounced up
and down on his chin. Nanzi
just slipped past him, looked
back fora moment then walk

right onin.

Nanzi stumbled upon the
king's quarters. With all his ex-
citement he sat in the king’s
throne, and put on his crown
that was hanging on the side
of the throne. It was very hot
that day, and it wasn't long
untilNanzitoo fell asleep, right
there on the king's throne.
He was so deep in sleep and
snoring so loud, that even
when the king found him in
his seat, Nanzi did not even
notice.

Shon Arei was flabbergasted
by the sight of Nanzi on his
throne, wearing his crown.
How disrespectfull “Soldiers,
get him!” he commanded.
Nanzi was sound asleep, but
when the soldiers picked him
up, he jumped from fright. By
then though, the soldier al-
ready had him in their hold.

"Put him in a sack, stitch it up
and throw him in the ocean!”
the king said furiously. Two
soldiers immediatfely entered
the chamber, fook the crown
off Nanzi's head and pushed
him in a sack.

Nanzi was terrified; it looks
like this time he won't get
away with his schemes. To
get to the ocean, the soldier
walked a long distance, and
where beginning to feel very
thirsty. Luckily they passed
by a pub, and decided to
have a nice cold beer. They
set the sack with Nanzi in it
outfside and went to enjoy
the refreshments. Nanzi was
still frembling with fear in the
sack.

What is that he hears2 A herd
of sheep walking by?
"Compadre, listen herel”
Nanzi screamed as loud as
he could. The sheep herder
got close to the sack. “What
is thise”

“Man, there is something very
beautiful in here that you can
see. It's very rare and strange,
but indeed, there is some-
thing so beautiful in here that
you've never seen or will ever
see,” Nanzi told the herder.

The herder, very dumb, be-
lieved Nanzi's word. “Let me
seel” he said.

“Well if you must insist,” Nanzi
said, “I'll let you take a look,
but only for a quick sec-

ond.” The herder opened the
sack, and Nanzi immediately
jumped out. Before the herd-
er could even take a look
into the sack, Nanzi pushed
him in it, and the herder fell
head first in.

Nanzi didn't waste any fime,
and closed off the sack real
fight. He then picked up the
herder's hat and starfing
walking behind the fravel-
ing sheep as if nothing hap-
pened. After a little while, the
soldiers headed back outside
fo continue their journey. As
they picked up the sack, the
poor herder started scream-
ing fo let him out, but the sol-
diers ignored him, thinking it
was Nanzi.

Shon Arei went strolling a
while later. He thought to
himself: “This time Nanzi could
not get away with his foolish-
ness. He probably drowned
in that sack ages ago.” That is
why, when he saw Nanzi walk
behind the herd of sheep on
the street, he was flabber-
gasted again. “Nanzil Aren't
you suppose to be at the bot-
tom of the ocean floore”

“I was, Your Majesty,” Nanzi
replied. But you know what;
there are so many things to
see down there in the sack!
Like this herd of sheep. See-
ing that they had no herd-
er, | started walking behind
them and gained their trust
pretty quickly. At the bottom
of the ocean there are so
many wonderful things, like
diamonds, and bags of gold.
Chests of silver and other pre-
cious stones,” Nanzi told the
king.

“What is that you saye” the
king was infrigued. “l want to
see it fool”

The king immediately de-
manded to his soldiers to be
put in a sack and be placed
in the ocean. Naturally, Shon
Arei died because of this.
He was never found again.
Nanzi followed the soldier
back to the castle, where sat
once again on the late king’s
thrown and put his crown
on. He took possession of all
of Shon Arei’'s belongings,
and lived the rest of his life as
king.d

Story and pictures are from “Kon
Nanzi a Nek Shon Arei (i otro
kuentanan antiano di e arana
sabi)” by Nilda Pinto.
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Aruba’s neighborhoods; the meaning behind their names

Just like any other
country, Aruba has unique
and beautifully named
neighborhoods that all
form a part of its culture
and development. Many
of these names have a
historical background and
meaning that teaches us
about the island and its rich
culture every day.

With this series, we want
to take you on a journey
of discovery, where you'll
learn not only the beautiful
names but the history
behind it that gives it life
and meaning.

Anabuvi/Tierra Del Sol

This neighborhood can be
seen on Van Raders map
and Werbata as Anna

Boei. Anna Boei is a name
of which there isn't much
information about its origin.

The best historians were
able to deduce is that this
name came to be because
of a miscommunication
between Van Spengler
and the natives who were
living on the island. In the
Arawak/Taino  language
one can find the word
Anaiboa, which consists of
Ana meaning flower or the
best and Iboa; the juice of
a cassava, which together
would mean “the best juice
of a cassava”.

If one assumes that the
actual word heard was
Anaboio instead, consisting
of Ana meaning the best
and Boio (bohio); house,
the iteration of Anabui
would mean ‘“the best
house.” This is the origin
that has been more or less
speculated and assumed

for the word Anabui and its
meaning.

During the Second World
War and later, this area was
used as a terrain for training
of shooting by militia and
later on Korps Mariniers
(the marines of Aruba). By
the end of the previous
century a large part of
Anabui was developed to
have luxurious villas and a
golf course, which lead to
it getting the name Tierra
Del Sol, Spanish for Land
of the Sun. The name is not
an official name, but the
name of the development

project that took place. It
is hoped that the original
and ‘old’ name of Anabui
is never lost and now it will
be remembered by both
locals and tourists.

Angochi

This name can be seen
on the Werbata map with
little and cursive letters. It is
the unofficial name for the
area given by a tenant to
the land that was rented to
him.

The biggest probability
that historians believe is
that it comes from native

AT T N
descent, during the time
in the 19th century where
Mestizos still lived on Aruba.
The name can't really be
explain and according to
books on its history seems
to be more of a sign of
corrupfion.

However, it seems to come
from combining  A(n),
which is a generalizing
prefix and Goeiza, which
means ‘the spirit of a living
man’. Angochi remains

more of a guess.

This neighborhood’s
abbreviation is; An.(.

Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Candelchil!

ORANJESTAD—If you're
ever planning on snorkel-
ing during your vacation on
Aruba, you may spot fish
that you can’t recognize.
One of these may be the
“Candelchi” (Squirrelfish),

a common, yet shy fish that
swims all year long in the
waters of Aruba.

Let’s talk about the names
of fish. Do you know your
fishe The Department of

Agriculture, Livestock, and
Fisheries, known as Santa
Rosa, offers this informative
article that illustrates some
fish and their names in Pa-
piamento.

Candelchi, Squirrelfish, Ho-
locentrus adscensionis:
Candelchi actually refers to
the entire squirrelfish family
or, as some say, when we
say candelchi, we mean
several different species
but without distinguishing
them by species. In this
picture, we are showing
the most common one in
our waters, which is called
squirrelfish in English or sci-
enfifically known as Holo-
centrus adscensionis.

Under candelchi, we in Aru-
ba generally refer to all the
different species of squir-
relfish. They all look alike

and it's really difficult to dis-
finguish between them.

The squirrelfish family is dis-
tinguished by the following
characteristics. They are
heart-shaped with pink or
red hues and often show
heart-shaped streaks be-
tween the scales along
the body. They have hard
fins and are always armed.
Over at our sister island
Curacao, they are called
“bari di clabo” (nail barrel)
for that reason.

In our waters, there are 7 to
8 types or species present
and they are somefimes
caught and seen occo-
sionally. They can be distin-
guished by different marks
such as color on the dorsal
spine or marks on the body.

In Aruba:

Candelchi are found on
reefs or areas with structure
in the water where they
can hide. Although they
prefer to hunt for food at
night, they are also active
during the day. They are
edible and delicious when
prepared dry and crispy
with lime. It is particularly
challenging fo scale the
fish, which is why it is not
one of the favorites among
fishermen. They oftenlive in
groups.4

DIVI VILLAGE TIMESHARES
FOR RENT
"CRALZY DR. CHRIS ~ HIS
PRICES ARE INSANE!!I"
WE WILL MATCH/BEAT ANY
COMPETITOR'S PRICES!
Start Low Season $1299 /
High Season $2299 wk
Studio Full Kitchen
Cell (707) 277-1188

ArubaRentals1@GMail.com
www.ArubaRentals1.com
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CROSSWORD Cruise ship Schedule: March 23 - 31 2026
By THOMAS JOSEPH | ARR | | DEPT | | BERTH |
ACROSS 38 Play part
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of TV 3 Fourthin 12 Arson native ~ N\
16 Like Ingrid  the lineup  vield 30 Uncovers H
e e eor o1 1o Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba
18 Law- weight Anderson crazily (Oranjestad)—When traveling to another country, especially for the first time, it is always
making 5 Trio of 19Callit — 33 Nevada better to be over-prepared than under-prepared. That is why we have a list of basicbut
bodies myth 99 Go by city important information that we think may come in handy to Aruba’s visitors.
20 Wide shoe 6 Parched 24 Brawls  37° don't
marking 7 Ace’s 25 Farm need the 1 0
21 Some replace- units details,”
Picassos  ment 26 Probability  for short 3 %
22Cpl'ssub- ™7 T 5 B 7 |8
ordinates .
10 11 12 Electrical power
23 Knee
Aruba generally operates
protector |13 14
on 110V to 127V supply Safety
24 GPS 15 16 |17 voltage and 60Hz. There Drinking water Since February 2024, Aru-
screen 5 - 55 are also three types of The water that flows ba has been co’regolrized
25 Needing outlets used on the is- through the sinks of ev- as the safest country in
aspirin et 22 land: type A with two flat ery house, hotels and the Caribbean by The
27 Amber 7 o prongs; type B with two other establishments is Telegraph, and many
source flat and one grounding distiled and perfectly tourist th f it h f
25 |26 27 28 prong, and on occasion safe to drink. Aruba’s Oourist 1nat VISt nave o
29 Greek X i F it t d Nk ; : q ten told us how they feel
30 Fortify 28 0 31 ype F wiih TWo roun nking water exceeas safe to explore the island
32 Daily grind . prong ono! two earth clips WHO's international or walk around at night.
32 3 K on the side. However, standards  for water However. rare incidents
34 _BUSV one TR Type A is most commonly quality, so there is no d6 6ecUrs. 50 Keep your-
n Apr.‘ found in homes and es- need to buy bottled self and yéurbelongings
35Door sign |* % tablishments. water from the store. afe
36 Patriot .40 rE : J
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To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the numbers 1-9
A X Y D L B A A X R only oncg PLIJZZ|e diﬂ(ijcultyri]ncreats)es from MonZay to Sbunday
SLONGFELLOW ' '
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used R Ol S
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 2111910
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
4-14 CRYPTOQUOTE 93 2|5 Answer to previous puzzle
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Celine Dion announces comeback
following health struggle
ra

Paris, France

Megastar singer Celine
Dion on Monday an-
nounced her return to

performing after a lengthy
break prompted by a rare
health condition, calling
the comeback news re-
vealed on her birthday
“the best gift”.

Addressing fans in a video
released on social media,
the 58-year-old Canadian
said her condition had
improved and she would
perform a series of shows in
Paris beginning in Septem-
ber. “This year, I'm gefting
the best birthday gift of my
life. I'm getting the chance
to see you, to perform for
you once again,” she said.
“Il'want to let you know that
I'm doing great, managing
my health, feeling good.”
Dion first disclosed in De-
cember 2022 that she had
been diagnosed with Stiff
Person Syndrome, an incur-
able autoimmune disorder.
The Quebec-born star was
forced to cancel the re-
mainder of her shows in-
definitely.

Treatment can help allevi-
ate symptoms of the con-
difion that can cause stiff
muscles in the forso, arms
and legs.

The 2024 documentary “I
Am: Celine Dion” provid-
ed an intfimate look at the
charismatic performer’s
career and the severity of
her pain from the condi-

A grab of a video released by the Olympic Broadcasting
Services shows Canadian Singer Celine Dion performing on
the Eiffel Tower during the opening ceremony of the Paris 2024
Olympic Games, in Paris, on July 26, 2024.

tion, including suffering a
seizure.

Despite the diagnosis, Dion
vowed she would fight her
way back to the stage.
“I'm not dead,” the singer
told AFP in 2024 on the red
carpet ahead of the pre-
miere of the documentary.
Later that year Dion sang
from the Eiffel Tower for the
Paris 2024 Olympic Games
opening ceremony, while
athletes sailed down the
river in pouring rain.

- Singing again -

Dion was launched onto
the global stage in 1988
representing Switzerland at
the Eurovision Song Con-
test in Dublin.

Then aged 20, she sang
“Ne partez pas sans moi”
(Don't Leave Without Me),
which won her the prize.]

Barcelo Resort

Palm Beach

All - inclusive

3 BR 3 Bath week # 6 and 7
Price :$25,000 both weeks
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
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To all time share owners
And condos owners

Want to sell ?

Contact us

40 years in business
011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

3 BR 3 1/2 bath

5 th floor ocean view
Price :$1,550,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 1/2 bath

4 th floor ocean view
Price :$1,350,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Aruba live

Noord 10 min drive

To eagle beach / palm beach
2 BR 2 bath $385,000

1 BR 1 Bath $ 265,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Ambassador Suites
Palm beach

1 BR week # 9 and 10
Room # 1320 pool view
Price :$9000 each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village Golf

Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 10 room # 2122
24 weeks remaining $9,000
Studio week # 10 room # 2123
22 weeks remaining $7000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

La Quinta Beach Resort
Eagle beach

2 BR 2 bath week # 12
room #2002/2012

Pool and ocean view
Price :$10,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House For Sale
Savaneta ocean front

1 BR 1 Bath

Price :$1,000,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

ST P

Violence Against Women

HEALTH

5

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Oduber: Tel.582 1780
San Nicolas:

Seroe Preto:Tel.584 4833

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic

+297 588 0539
EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

IAruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Al agent future is coming, OpenClaw creator tells AFP

Tokyo, Japan

Peter Steinberger’'s artifi-
cial inteligence agent tool
OpenClaw has taken the
tech world by storm with ifs
ability to execute real-life
tasks such as checking him
in for his flight to Tokyo.

Al is not yet a ubiquitous
personal assistant for ordi-
nary people, but “you'll see
much more of that this year
because this is the year of
agents”, Steinberger told
AFP in the Japanese capi-
tal on Monday.

“There are still some things
we need to do to make it
better,” the Austrian pro-
grammer said.

Demand is ramping up,
however, with more devel-
opers now “making the fu-
ture happen”, he added in
an inferview during a gath-
ering for OpenClaw enthu-
siasts.

When downloaded, Open-
Claw can be connected
to existing Al models and
given simple insfructions
through instant messaging
apps, as if to a friend or col-
league.

Jensen Huang, head of the
world's most valuable com-
pany Nvidia, this month
hailed the tool whose sym-
bol is a bright red lobster as
“the next ChatGPT".

But all the buzz has raised
concerns over the cyberse-

r nEEE
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People wait to install StepClaw, an Al assistant built on OpenClaw, at the Global Developer
Pioneers Summit (GDPS) in Shanghai on March 27, 2026.

curity risks of allowing Al sys-
tfems vulnerable to hacks to
access personal data such
as bank details.

- Chinese ‘momentum’ -

Steinberger built  Open-
Claw in November while
playing around with Al
coding tools in an attempt
to organise his digital life.

He has since been hired by
ChatGPT creator OpenAl
“to drive the next genera-
fion of personal agents”,
the U.S. startup’s boss Sam

Altman said in February.
"What you have to know
about OpenClaw is, like, it
couldn’'t have come from
those big companies,”
Steinberger told AFP.
“Those companies would
have worried too much
about what could go
wrong instead of just, like |
wanted to just show people
I've been into the future,”
he said.

While tech giants work out
how agent tools could be

used by businesses, the
next Al innovation could
come from "“someone who
just wants to have fun”,
Steinberger said.

At Monday's “ClawCon”
eventinTokyo, where many
of the hundreds of partici-
pants were dressed as lob-
sters, OpenClaw demos
were held on stage and
experts helped attendees
install their agents.

Similar scenes have been
seen across China, where
users have been particu-

French Al firm Mistral borrows $830m for data centre

Paris, France

French generative artifi-
cial intelligence champion
Mistral said Monday it had
raised $830 million to build
a data centre outside Paris
stuffed with the latest com-
puting hardware.

The scale of the invest-
ment a finy fraction of the
hundreds of bilions an-
nounced across the Atlan-
fic illustrates Mistral’s diver-
gent path compared with
its giant American Al and
cloud computing rivals.

Mistral  was building to
answer ‘“surging and sus-
tained demand from gov-
ernments, entferprises and
research insfitutions seek-
ing to build their own cus-
tomised Al environment,
rather than depend on
third-party cloud provid-

ers”, chief executive Arthur
Mensch said in a state-
ment.

The data centre at Bruy-
eres-le-Chatel, southwest
of Paris, is "set to become
operational in Q2 2026",

hosting almost 14,000 of Al
chip behemoth Nvidia's
GB300 graphics processing
unifs.

The site had already been
announced at the Paris Al
summit held early last year.

This photograph shows screens displaying the logo of the French
articial intelligence Mistral Al company, and a binary code in the
background, in Toulouse, southwestern France, on September 9,
2025.

France has trumpeted itself
as an ideal host for power-
and land-hungry Al data
centres, with its ample nu-
clear generation and mul-
tiple sites picked out by the
government as “furnkey”
locations ready for imme-
diate construction.

With Brussels and Wash-
ington often at odds since
Donald Trump returned
to the White House, Eu-
ropean nations are also
pushing to host more “sov-
ereign” computing infra-
structure on their own soil
rather than rely on mostly
American providers.

Beyond France, Mistral
has also announced a
1.2-billion-euro ($1.4 billion)
investment in a Swedish
data centre project.

larly quick tfo embrace
OpenClaw’'s potential fo
organise emails, help with
coding and a plethora of
other digital tasks.

“If you see it as a compe-
fition, it certainly looks like
China is gaining a lot of
momentum” in the Al sec-
tor, Steinberger said.

“But right now there’'s sfill
quite a bit of a leap be-
tween the best models
from China and the best
models in the U.S.”

- Al ‘hammer’ -
OpenClaw’s  success in
China has led national cy-
bersecurity authorities and
Beijing’s IT ministry to issue
official warnings over po-
tential risks.

Is Steinberger concerned
that people could use his
tool for illicit purposes?
“Yes, | do worry a bit, es-
pecially because there's
now a whole cottage in-
dustry of companies that
fry fo make a big buck and
make it even simpler to in-
stall OpenClaw,” he said.

“I purposefully didn't make
it simpler so people would
stop and read and under-
stand: what is Al, that Al
can make mistakes, what is
prompt injection some ba-
sics that you really should
understand when you use
that technology.”ld

The French firm said Mon-
day that it aims to oper-
ate computing capac-
ity consuming a fotal of
200 megawatts of elec-
tfric power “by the end of
2027".

At American Al developers
like OpenAl, or so-called
“hyperscaler” cloud op-
erators like Microsoft and
Google, power ambitions
more commonly run into
the gigawatts as they build
the hardware to train and
operate general-purpose
Al systems.

But the tech giants have
run info challenges build-
ing new dafa centres at
the pace of their aspi-
rafions, with some proj-
ects delayed or shrunk
compared fo the initial
announcements.(]
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ensure your vacation
home is always
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for every arrival,

Jalen Brunson #11 of the New York Knicks protects the ball from Shai Gilgeous-Alexander #2 of
the Oklahoma City Thunder during the first half at Paycom Center on March 29, 2026 in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma.

NBA-best Thunder beat Knicks as Boston
seal playoff spot

New York, United States

Shai  Gilgeous-Alexander
scored 30 points and the
NBA-best Oklahoma City
Thunder beat the New York
Knicks 111-100 on Sunday
while the Boston Celtics
clinched a playoff berth.

Jalen Wiliams added 22
points while Isaiah Hartens-
tein grabbed 13 rebounds
as the reigning NBA cham-
pion Thunder improved fo
59-16, 2.5 games ahead of
San Antonio atop the West-
ern Conference.

Reigning NBA Most Valu-
able Player Gilgeous-Alex-
ander extended his NBA
record run of games with
20 or more points fo 135 in
a row.

“He's MVP for a reason,”
Thunder guard Luguentz
Dort said of "SGA". "He
knows the type of shot he's
going to get and he’s nev-
er going to lay down and
we know he's always go-
ing to be aggressive for us,
which he did throughout
the whole game.”

The visiting Knicks, led by 32
points from Jalen Brunson,
fell fo 48-27 and missed a
chance to clinch a playoff
berth.

Josh Hart's three-pointer at
the buzzer liffed New York
within  53-52 at half-time,
but the Thunder stretched
the advantage to 84-78 af-
ter three quarters.

A 10-0 run pulled New York
within 92-91 but Gilgeous-
Alexander made back-to-
back three-pointers and a
jumper in an 10-0 run soon
after that gave the Thun-
der a 106-95 edge on the
way to a 14th victory in 15
games.

“They're a good team. We
knew it was going to be
a tough one,” said Dort,
who scored 12 points. “We
just had to stay in there
throughout  the  whole
game and we did.

“Every fime we play fo-
gether like that we're hard
to beat.”

Jayson Tatum delivered
32 points, eight assists and

five rebounds as the Bos-
ton Celtics sealed a playoff
berth with a 114-99 victory
at Charlotte.

Payton Pritchard added 28
points for Boston (50-24),
which pulled within four
games of Eastern Confer-
ence leader Detroit.

The Los Angeles Clippers
(39-36) stretched their win
streak tfo five games as re-
serve Bennedict Mathurin
scored 28 points and Kawhi
Leonard added 20 in a
127-113 victory at Milwau-
kee, which got 36 points
from Gary Trent in a losing
cause.

Houston's Alperen Sengun
had 36 points and 14 re-
bounds while Kevin Durant
added 20 points to spark
the Rockefs in a 134-102
victory at New Orleans.
Cameroon’s Pascal Siakam
had 30 points, 11 rebounds
and six assists to lead the
league-worst Indiana Pac-
ers (17-58) over visiting Mi-
ami 135-118.11

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen takes off his
earpiece in the pits during the qualifying session ahead of
the Formula One Japanese Grand Prix at the Suzuka circuit
in Suzuka, Mie prefecture on March 28, 202é.

Despondent Verstappen
questions Formula One
future

Suzuka, Japan

Four-time world champion Max Verstappen suggested
he could quit Formula One at the end of the season
after enduring another frustrating race on Sunday in
Japan.

The Red Bull driver finished eighth in Suzuka, ending his
four-year reign as Japanese Grand Prix champion in
ruthless fashion.

He told the BBC that he was “not enjoying the whole
formula behind” this season’s championship, which
has brought in sweeping new regulations.

“You just think about, is it worth it2” he said.

“Or do | enjoy being more at home with my family2
Seeing my friends more when you’re not enjoying your
sporte”

Verstappen has repeatedly railed against the new
regulations, thatsee a 50-50 split between conventional
and electrical power.

He labelled his car “undriveable” after qualifying in a
lowly 11th for the Japan race.

When asked if he could walk away from the sport, he
replied that he was “thinking about everything inside
this paddock™.

“It's really anfi-driving. Then at one point, yeah, it's just
not what | want to do,” he said.

“And of course you can look at it and make a lot of
money. Great.

“But at the end of the day it's not about money any
more because this has always been my passion.”
Verstappen sought a change of scenery by competing
in a four-hour race in Germany before the Japanese
Grand Prix. He will not compete again in F1 until the
Miami Grand Prix on May 3, after the Bahrain and
Saudi Arabia races scheduled for April were cancelled
because of the war in the Middle East.[]
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TRY OUR POKES, BAOS, SUSHI, AND MORE!

o Po-Ké Ono pokeonaruba o
Po-Ké Ono Aruba www.pokeonoaruba.com 0

Po-Ké Ono Azure
J.E. lrausquin Blvd 260,

Po-Ké Ono Marketplace
LC. Smith Bivd 9, Unit 25,

Open

Implacable Sinner overpowers Lehecka to win Miami

Miami, United States

World number two Jannik
Sinner powered past Jiri
Lehecka 6-4, 6-4 to win the
ATP Miami Masters 1000 for
a second time on Sunday,
adding the fitle to his Indian
Wells crown.

Sinner had to wait out rain
delays before and during
the match to complete his
“Sunshine Double,” becom-
ing the first man to sweep
the elite hard court tour-
naments in California and
Florida since Roger Federer
in 2017 and the first to do so
without dropping a set.

In fact, Sinner who won Mi-
ami in 2024 but missed last
year as he served a three-
month doping ban -- has
now won three straight Mas-
ters 1000 events, starting with
a victory in Paris last year.

“It's a very, very special mo-
ment,” Sinner said. “Coming
here, performing again in a
very good way after Indian
Wells means a lot fo me.

“It's something | never
would’'ve thought (I'd win)
because it's difficult fo
achieve.”

Albert
crosses the finish line of the

Korir of Kenya
Professional Men’'s Open
Division during the 2025 TCS
New York City Marathon on
November 02, 2025 in New
York City.

|

Jannik Sinner of Italy poses with team after defeating Jiri Lehecka of Czechia during the Men'’s
Singles Final of the Miami Open Presented by Itau at Hard Rock Stadium on March 29, 2026 in

Miami Gardens, Florida.

Sinner’s victory, coupled with
Aryna Sabalenka’s triumph
over Coco Gauff on Satur-
day, mark the first time the
Indian Wells-Miami sweep
was achieved on both the
men’s and women's sides
since Novak Djokovic and
Victoria Azarenka both did
itin 2016.

It also saw the Italian gain a
bit on Spain’'s Carlos Alcaraz
who was upset in the third
round in the race for world
number one as the clay
court season beckon:s.

Early showers saw the match
delayed for more than an
hour. Sinner had just pock-
eted the first set when the

showers hit again, halting the
match for 90 minutes.

It wasn't enough to unsettle
Sinner, who fired 10 aces and
won 33 of 36 points when he
put his first serve in play.

His return game was also
spot on as he handed 22nd-
ranked Czech Lehecka his
first service break of the tour-

Kenya’'s former NY marathon champion
5-year doping ban

nament for a 2-1 lead in the
opening frame.

Sinner tfrailed 0-40 in the fol-
lowing game but fired three
service winners and a pair of
aces to hold.

“l tried to be focused,” Sinner
said. “I fried to understand
why | missed the first serves
before. In the beginning, the
conditions were very differ-
ent ... very, very heavy balls. |
missed a couple of first serves
in the net because they
were quite heavy.”

- ‘Very precise’ -

He said Lehecka's aggres-
sive return game also gave
him pause.

“You have fo hit very pre-
cise. If not, he has it on the
racquet,” Sinner said.

But he made the advan-
tage stand up and gave
himself a first set point in the
ninth game with a blistering
cross-court forehand service
return winner.

Lehecka saved that one with
a service winner and saved
another set point with a vol-
ley, going on to seal the hold
on his sixth game point be-
fore Sinner pocketed the set
with a love game.[]

Korir gets

Nairobi, Kenya

Kenya's 2021 New York marathon champion Albert Korir
has been banned for five years after he admitted using
a banned performance-enhancing drug, the Athletics
Integrity Unit (AlU) said on Monday.

Korir, 32, tested positive for the synthetic form of erythro-
poietin (EPO) that stimulates red blood cell production
during out-of-competition tests in Kenya in October 2025.
The AlU said that Korir had received a one-year reduc-
fion from the original six-year suspension “based on an
early admission and acceptance of the sanction”.

His five-year ban will run from January 8, 2026, the date
he was provisionally suspended, until January 7, 2031.
Korir won the 2021 New York marathon in a time of 2hr
08min 22sec and came third in 2023 with a personal best
fime of 2:06:57.

He won the Ottawa marathon in 2019 and 2025.

Korir's sanction comes nearly six months after compaftriot

Ruth Chepngetich, the current world marathon record
holder was banned for three years after admitting the
use of Hydrochlorothiazide (HCTZ), a banned diurefic
used as a masking agent.

Running is a way out of poverty for many in Kenya, put-
ting pressure on many to turn fo drugs, especially since
the country lacks the sophisticated infrastructure to train
stars.

Kenya worked fto clean up its image after a string of dop-
ing scandals around the 2016 Rio Olympics led to it be-
ing declared non-compliant by the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA).

More than 140 Kenyan runners, mainly long-distance
athletes, have been sanctioned for drugs offences since
then.

In June 2024, Kenya handed out its first lifefime ban o
marathon runner Beatrice Toroitich and a six-year ban o
10km record-holder Rhonex Kipruto.]



