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How the humble beaver IS becomlng Amerlca S weapon qgalnsi
climate change

Two North American beavers check out a man- mude beaver
dam in the new beaver enclosure during a sneak peak of the
new American Trail at the Smithsonian National Zoo August 29,

2012 in Washington, D.C.

BOZEMAN, MT — In the high-
stakes battle against global
warming, the world’s most
advanced laboratories
are often outshone by a
creature that has been qui-
etly working in the mud for
millennia. According to a
groundbreaking study pub-
lished today in Communica-
tfions Earth & Environment,
the American beaver (Cas-
for canadensis) has been
officially upgraded from
a "nuisance" fo a "climate
hero."

The research, conducted
over five years across the
river basins of the American
West, reveals that beaver
dams are far more than
just bundles of sticks; they
are sophisticated, carbon-
frapping machines that of-
fer a low-cost, high-impact
solution to some of the most
pressing environmental chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

The carbon sink beneath the
surface
The core of the study’s find-

ings lies in what happens
behind the dam. When bea-
vers obstruct a stream, they
create expansive wetlands
and ponds. These still waters
allow sediment and organic
matter—leaves, wood, and
aquatic plants—to seftle at
the bottom. In a fast-moving
stfream, this organic mate-
rial would wash away and
eventually decompose,
releasing carbon dioxide
or methane into the atmo-
sphere.

However, in the oxygen-
poor environment of a bea-
ver pond’s floor, that carbon
is buried and preserved. Re-
searchers have found that
these "beaver-engineered"
wetlands can sequester sig-
nificantly more carbon per
square meter than the sur-
rounding dry forests.

"We used to view beavers as
a minor part of the ecosys-
tem," said Dr. Helena Vance,
the study’s lead author and
a professor of hydrology. "But
when you look at the sheer

scale of the carbon they
are locking underground,
they are effectively turning
thousands of miles of Ameri-
can waterways info massive,
natural carbon sinks."

Drought defense and wild-

fire buffers

Beyond carbon sequestra-
tion, the study highlights how
beavers are helping the U.S.
adapt to the increasingly
volatile weather patterns
caused by climate change.
In the American West, where
"megadroughts" have be-
come a recurring threat,
beaver ponds act as natural
reservoirs. They hold water
on the landscape longer,
recharging groundwater
and keeping streams flow-
ing even during the hottest
summer months.

Perhaps most visually strik-
ing is the role beavers play
in wildfire prevention. Satel-
lite imagery analyzed in the
report shows that during
recent record-breaking fire

seasons, "beaver-modified"
areas remained vibrant
green oases amidst charred
landscapes. The saturated
soil and lush vegetation
created by the dams act
as natural firebreaks, provid-
ing critical refuges for local
wildlife when the surround-
ing forest is ablaze.

The "beaver believer"
movement

The success of the study has
energized a growing move-
ment of "Beaver Believers'—
landowners, ranchers, and
conservationists who are ac-
fively working to reinfroduce
the animals to degraded
lands.

In California and Idaho,
some ranchers who once
frapped beavers to pre-
vent flooded pastures are
now installing "Beaver Dam
Analogues" (BDAs)—man-
made structures designed
to mimic the effects of a
real dam and encourage
beavers to move in.

White House

Washington, United States
The Trump administration on
Friday unveiled a sweeping
legislative blueprint for regu-
lating artificial intelligence,
pressing Congress to establish
a uniform federal standard
and override a potential
patchwork of state-level
laws.

The four-page framework,
billed by the White House
as a"commonsense national
policy framework," lays out
broad priorities, including
provisions on child protec-
fion, energy costs, intellectual
property and free speech.
The White House is also seek-
ing federal preemption of
state Al rules, after states
moved fo pass their own laws
amid political gridlock that
has blocked federal legisla-
fion in Washington.

urges U.S. Congress to act on Al

"Congress should preempt
state Al laws that impose
undue burdens to ensure a
minimally burdensome nao-
fional standard consistent
with these recommendo-
tions, not fifty discordant
ones," the framework states.
In a maijor shift, the difficulty
in passing laws at the fed-
eral level has seen major Al
companies pivot to support-
ing state laws they can get
behind.

OpenAl said this week that
in the absence of a national
framework, states "should
align around the emerging
model in California and New
York."

Google president of global
affairs Kent Walker told Axios
that state coordination on Al
laws is welcome and flagged

legislation California and
New York backed by pro-big
tech governors as a good
example to follow.

On child protection, the
White House calls for age-
verification requirements for
Al platforms likely to be ac-
cessed by minors, parental
conftrols over privacy seftings
and screen time, and man-
datory features to combat
sexual exploitation and self-
harm risks.

Onintellectual property, the
Trump administration believes
that the training of Al mod-
els on copyrighted material
"does not violate copyright
laws," but acknowledging ar-
guments to the contrary, it
"supports allowing the Courts
to resolve this issue.”
Despite the White House's
push for swift action, like most

60% of jobs

Vulnerable t@displacement

in advanc.

aconomies

The Center for Tomorrow Founder and President Dex Hunter-Tor-
ricke speaks on stage during the Mobile World Congress (MWC),
the world's biggest mobile technology showcase and fair in Bar-

celona on March 3, 202é.

attempts at tech regulation
in the United States, the leg-
islation faces a tough road
to become law in Congress.
Two previous attempts by the
White House to enshrine fed-
eral preemption in Congress

have failed.

The administration has also
threatened to impose broad-
band and internet funding
restrictions on states whose
Al legislation is judged as too
cumbersome.
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How All-Terrain technology is opening the American wilderness to

everyone

DENVER, CO — For de-
cades, the call of the great
American outdoors has
come with an asterisk for
millions of citizens. While
the National Park Service
and state agencies have
made sfrides in creating
paved "accessible" loops,
the frue heart of the wilder-
nessthe rugged ridgelines,
the soft sandy dunes, and
the rocky creek crossing-
sremained largely out of
reach for those using fradi-
fional wheelchairs.

That narrative changed
foday. In a coordinated
multi-state announcement,
park officials in Georgia,
Colorado, and Michigan
revealed a massive ex-
pansion of their "All-Terrain
Tracker" programs. The
initiative provides special-
ized, electric-powered
"Trackchairs" essentially
wheelchairs equipped with
fank-like treads instead of
wheels to visitors at no cost.
This milestone marks the
largest single-day expan-
sion of outdoor mobility ac-
cess in U.S. history.

The freedom to roam
For David Miller, a veteran
from Fort Collins who lost
the use of his legs a de-
cade ago, the program is
more than just a piece of
equipment; it is a restora-
fion of identity.

“I used to spend every
weekend on these frails be-
fore my injury,” Miller said,
gesturing toward a steep,
pine-needle-covered  in-
cline at Lory State Park. “For
fen years, I've sat in the

parking lot or stayed on the

flat asphalt paths while my
family hiked ahead. Today,
for the first time, | made if to
the overlook. | saw the val-
ley the same way they did.
I wasn't following behind; |
was leading the way.”

The Trackchairs are engi-
neered to handle grades,
mud, snow, and sand ter-
rain  that would instantly
stfop a standard manual
or power wheelchair. Con-
frolled by a simple joystick,

they allow users to navi-
gate through forests and
over obstacles with a sense
of autonomy that was pre-
viously unimaginable in a
wilderness setting.

A growing national move-
ment

The push for "Total Access"
has gained significant mo-
mentum over the last year.
What began as small pilot
programs in a handful of
parks has blossomed into

a nationwide movement.
State governors have be-
gun allocating specific "In-
clusion Grants" to ensure
that the beauty of our nat-
ural resources is a birthright
available fto all, regardless
of physical ability.

In Michigan, the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
(DNR) announced today
that Trackchairs are now
available at ten different
state parks, including the
iconic Sleeping Bear Dunes.
Previously, the tfowering
sand bluffs were an im-
possible climb for mobility-
impaired visitors. Now, the
"sand-munching" freads of
the new chairs allow fami-
lies fo explore the shoreline
together.

“Nature is a healer,” says
Elena Rodriguez, a physical
therapist who volunteered
at today’'s launch event
in Georgia's Sweetwater
Creek State Park. "When
we provide the technol-
ogy fo get people into the
woods, we aren't just giving
them a ride. We are giv-
ing them mental clarity, a
sense of adventure, and
the dignity of choice.”(d

How lllinois is leading the midwest’'s composting revolution

CHICAGO, IL — In the bus-
ting heart of the "Windy
City,” a quiet fransforma-
fion is taking place un-
der our feet. What was
once destined for fthe
dark depths of a landfill
is now fueling a green re-
naissance across lllinois.
This week, Chicago’s De-
partment of Streets and
Sanitation announced a
major milestone: the city's
popular food scrap drop-
off program has officially
diverted more than one
million pounds of organic
waste since its inception.

What began as a mod-
est pilot project with a few
green bins in local wards
has blossomed into a city-
wide movement. Today,
residents from Rogers Park
to Beverly are trading their
frash cans for compost
buckets, proving that ur-
ban dwellers are eager fo
play a direct role in envi-

ronmental stewardship.

Turning waste into wealth
The success of the pro-
gram lies in its simplicity. By
providing accessible drop-
off points at community
gardens and city lots, Chi-
cago has made it easy for
residents to separate their
coffee grounds, banana
peels, and leftovers from
general refuse. This "black
gold," as gardeners call it,
is then processed and re-
furned to the earth as nu-
frient-rich compost.

“Seeing that million-pound
mark is an incredible feel-
ing,” said Angela Vasquez,
a volunteer coordinator
at a community garden in
Logan Square. “It's physi-
cal proof that small, daily
choices by thousands of
people add up to a mas-
sive, positive impact on our
soil and our air.”

A statewide ripple effect
The momentum in Chicao-
go isn't staying within city
limits. A landmark piece of
state legislation recently
went into effect, requiring
large-scale event facilities
such as stadiums, conven-
tion centers, and concert
halls to implement com-
prehensive composting
services. This move posi-
fions lllinois as a regional
leader in the fight against
food waste, ensuring that
the remnants of a sold-
out ballgame or a massive
frade show are recycled
back into the ecosystem
rather than contributing to
methane emissions in land-
fills.

In Springfield and Peoria,
local officials are watch-
ing Chicago’s success
closely. Several mid-sized
cities in Cenfral lllinois have
already begun scouting
locations for their own
municipal drop-off sites,

inspired by the high partici-
pation rates and the sheer
volume of waste diverted
in the northeast.

The

seed
Beyond the environmental
benefits, the composting
boom is sowing seeds for
a new sector of the local
economy. From special-
ized hauling companies to
industrial-scale  compost-
ing facilities, "green-collar"
jobs are on the rise. These
businesses are finding in-

economic ‘"green"

novative ways to turn a
"waste product" intfo a
marketable resource for lo-
cal farmers and landscap-
ers.

“We're closing the loop,”
explained  Dr.  Marcus
Thorne, an environmental
scientist at the University of
lllinois. “The food grown on
lllinois farms comes to the
city, the scraps are com-
posted, and that compost
goes back to the farms o
grow the next harvest. It's
the ultimate sustainable
circle.”Q
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Paul Thomas Anderson: eclectic filmmaker, critical darling

Hollywood, United States
Director Paul Thomas An-
derson has oftfen been on
the outside looking in dur-
ing an eclectic career of
boundary-pushing filmmak-
ing, but he received the
ultimate insider's accolade
Sunday the Oscar for best
director of his acclaimed
"One Battle After Another."
The Los Angeles native has
long been a critical dar-
ling, with a raft of previous
Academy Award nomi-
nations dating back to
his breakout film "Boogie
Nights" and including his
last feature "Licorice Pizza."
But "One Battle After An-
other" with an all-star cast
including Leonardo Di-
Caprio, Sean Penn, Benicio
Del Toro and Teyana Taylor
has proved unstoppable
during awards season.

Anderson also took home
the Academy Award for
best adapted screenplay
and shared the Oscar for
best picture as a producer.
"I'm so happy to call the
movies home," Anderson
told the audience.

With "One Battle After An-
other" a quirky tale about
a pot-addled revolutionary
who must get back into the
game to rescue his daugh-
ter, the 55-year-old Ander-
son bested Chloe Zhao for
"Hamnet," Josh Safdie for
"Marty Supreme," Joachim
Trier for "Sentimental Value"
and Ryan Coogler for "Sin-

Paul Thomas Anderson, winner of the Best Adapted Screenplay, Best Director and Best Picture
Awards for “One Battle After Another”, poses in the press room during the 98th Oscars at Dolby
Theatre on March 15, 2024 in Hollywood, California.

ners."

The fiilmmaker had already
won a BAFTA, a Critics
Choice Award, a Golden
Globe and a Directors
Guild Award in the run-up
to the Academy Awards.

- 'Boogie Nights' break-
through -
Born in the Studio City

neighborhood of Los Ange-
les in 1970, Anderson grew
up in California and stud-
ied at New York University
before dropping out after
a single semester.

By then, Anderson had al-
ready developed a strong
interestin film, having made

a 30-minute mockumen-
tary about a male porn star
during high school.

The subject of the fim
would form the inspiration
for his 1997 breakthrough
movie "Boogie Nights," of-
ten described as the best
big-screen depiction of
the porn industry, which
earned Anderson his first
Oscar nomination for best
original screenplay.

The film also garnered an
Oscar nod for Julianne
Moore and burnished the
reputations of a crop of
young actors who subse-
quently went on to great
success including Mark

Wahlberg, Philip Seymour
Hoffman, Don Cheadle
and John C. Reilly.
Anderson followed "Boogie
Nights" with the 1999 dro-
ma "Magnolia," which skill-
fully interweaves the lives of
several people living in the
San Fernando Valley sub-
urbs of Los Angeles.

The film which earned An-
derson another Oscars nod
for best original screenplay,
and an acting nomination
for Tom Cruise famously
featured a bizarre bibli-
cal twist in which the sky
suddenly rains down thou-
sands of exploding frogs.
The quirky 2002 rom-com

"Punch-Drunk Love" fol-
lowed, starring Adam
Sandler as a hapless small
business owner who falls for
his sister's co-worker (Emily
Watson).

While the film was a crifical
hit, it flopped at the box
office, recouping only $17
million against a $25 million
budget.

As a result, Anderson had
trouble raising funding for
his next film "There Will Be
Blood," based on Upton Sin-
clair's 1927 book "Oill" and
shot in Texas for a budget
of around $25 million.

But it ended up with eight
Oscar nominatfions and
two statuettes for best ac-
tor Daniel Day-Lewis and
best cinematography.

- Loyal company of actors -
Perhaps due to his habit of
creating roles for his stars
that result in critical acco-
lades, several of Anderson's
movies have seen him re-
unite with a stable of re-
vered actors.

Anderson feamed up again
with Hoffman for 1950s-set
"The Master,” which cen-
tered on a Scientology-in-
spired nascent cult called
"The Cause." All three lead
actors Hoffman, Joaquin
Phoenix and Amy Adams
were nominated for Os-
cars. Phoenix then worked
again with  Anderson on
"Inherent Vice," the first-ev-
er screen adaptation of a
Thomas Pynchon novel.d

Shakira to wrap up world tour with Madrid residency

Madrid,
Pop superstar Shakira will

AN

Spain  wrap up her record-break-
ing world tour with a con-

Colombian singer Shakira performs during her “Las Mujeres Ya
No Lloran World Tour” at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, California,
on August 5, 2025.

cert residency in Madrid
at a custom-built venue,
promoter Live Nation said
Monday.

The six-night residency runs
September 18-20 and Sep-
tember 25-27, with more
dates  possibly added
depending on ficket de-
mand.

The shows will be held at
a temporary venue to be
built in southern Madrid
dubbed the “Shakira Sta-
dium” with a capacity for
roughly 50,000 people, the
president of Live Nation
Spain, Pino Sagliocco, fold
a news conference.
Shakira’s Madrid concerts
will be a *“celebration of
life” and Latin culture, he

added.

“Spain is where we're real-
ly going all out. The show's
going fo be something
people have never seen
before. I'm really excited,”
Shakira said in an interview
published Sunday in daily
Spanish newspaper El Pais.
The concerts will mark her
first performances in Spain
in eight years, and her
first since reaching a 2023
settlement with  Spanish
prosecutors to settle a tax
fraud case.

As part of the deal, Sha-
kira, 49, paid a fine of over
7.3 million euros ($8.6 mil-
lion), after previously set-
tling 17.45 million euros with
the Spanish tax agency.

The case centfred on the
period when the Colom-
bian singer lived in Barce-
lona with Spanish football
player Gerard Pique. The
couple, who have two
sons, broke up in 2022.

The residency will mark
the final dates of Shakira's
“Women Don’'t Cry Any-
more” world tour, which
has become the highest-
grossing tour ever by a Lat-
in artist.

Shakira kicked off the tour
last year in Brazil, where
she is set to perform a free
concert on Rio de Janei-
ro's iconic Copacabana
beach in May, following in
the footsteps of Madonna
and Lady Gaga.[d
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Istanbul, Turkey

When an ancient bronze
statue of Roman Emperor
Marcus  Aurelius  landed
back on Turkish soil after
decades abroad, it was
more than a symbolic
homecoming.

It marked the latest vic-
tory in Turkey's increasingly
assertive push to recover
antfiquities illegally taken
abroad -- a campaign sup-
ported by a newly-devel-
oped Al tool for identifying
cultural assets of Turkish ori-
gin.

The life-sized bronze, which
dates back to the second-
or third-century, was taken
in the 1960s from the an-
cient city of Bubon near
Turkey's southwestern Anta-
lya resort.

After a years-long investi-
gation involving research,
scientific testing and state-
ments from now elderly wit-
nesses, the headless statue
arrived back in Turkey last
year.

Its repatriation from an
Ohio museum involved co-
operation with the US De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity and the Manhattan
District Attorney's Office.

For Zeynep Boz, director
of Turkey's department for
combating the illicit fraf-
ficking of cultural property,
one moment stands out.

"I clearly remember when
the computer finally pro-
cessed the data and we
saw the match come to-
gether. It was an exciting
moment," she told AFP at
Istanbul's archaeology mu-
seum.

That the statue survived
at all is exceptional: in an-
fiquity, bronze was a valu-
able raw material routinely
melted down for weapons,
coins or everyday objects.
"For this reason, bronze stat-
ues of this scale have rarely
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Zeynep Boz, director of Turkey's department for combatting illicit trafficking of cultural property,
poses at the Archaeology Museum in Istanbul, on February 5, 2026.

been preserved until to-
day," she said.

For years, Cleveland's Mu-
seum of Art had dragged
its feet, claiming there was
insufficient  evidence fo
prove where it came from,
Boz said.

But that changed after ar-
chaeometry expert Profes-
sor Ernst Pernicka conclud-
ed there was "no doubt
whatsoever' the statue
came from Bubon, where
an imperial shrine housed
bronze sculptures of Ro-
mMman emperors.

Soil and lead samples pro-
vided crucial scientific evi-
dence which convinced
the museum, Boz said.

"It was a long struggle. We
were determined and pao-
tient and we won," Culture
Minister Mehmet Nuri Ersoy
said when the statue re-
furned in July.

Turkey has stepped up ef-
forts to combat illicit antig-
vities tfrading and in 2025
alone secured the repa-
friation of 180 cultural arte-
facts.

- Al to identify trafficked

objects -
Although its  newly-de-
veloped Al-powered

"TraceART" system was not
involved in recovering the
Marcus Aurelius statue, the
fool helped identify two
16th-century Iznik files that
were recovered from Brit-
ain this month.

Developed by the culture
ministry, it scans images
on sales platforms, auc-
fions and social media to
identify any cultural assets
of Turkish origin that may
have been frafficked, with
flagged items sent for ex-
pert assessment.

Trace ART went operational
in 2025 and has since iden-
tified hundreds of objects
for review, Boz said.

In January, Turkey recov-
ered an Anatolian-style
marble head from Denver
Art Museum in Colorado,
said Burcu Ozdemir of the
anfiquities trafficking unit.
The museum contacted
Ankara because the piece

"had been donated by the
wife of a US consul general
who served in Istanbul in
the 1940s", she said.
Turkey's campaign also in-
volves returning items to
counftries like Iran, China
and Egypt.

"We returned two of the ar-
tefacts stolen from temples
in China," Boz told AFP.
Turkey also returned "a key
of the Kaaba to Egypt" af-
ter realising it had ended
up in Turkey illegally, she
said of the cube-shaped
stone structure at Mecca's
Grand Mosque.

- Oftoman tiles at the Lou-
vre -

Turkey is now seeking the
repafriation of other an-
tiquities taken during the
Oftoman era: an ancient
marble forso called the
"Old Fisherman" from Ber-
lin, and dozens of Iznik files
held at France's Louvre mu-
seum.

"There's an  assumption
that artefacts taken in the
18th-19th centuries were
acquired legally. We don't

share that view," Boz said.
The illegal file swap came
to light in 2003 when one
fell from the wall of an Of-
foman-era library and on
the back was the French
manufacturer's mark.

The original and others
were taken in the late
1800s by a Frenchman who
claimed to be restoring
them, then replaced them
with fakes.

"We  have repeatedly
shared evidence  with
France and talked with the
Louvre buf no resolution
has been reached,” she
said.

The ftiles were on a panel
by the tomb of Ottoman
Sultan Selim Il'in the garden
of the Hagia Sophia.
Today it bears a plague in
English, French and Turkish
reading: "The tiles before us
are replicas."

The originals are currently
on display at a branch of
the Louvre in Lens, 200 kilo-
meftres north of Paris, which
says they were "bought in
1895".

The museum did not re-
spond to several requests
for comment from AFP.J
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A child poses as he plays a video game on a tablet on the online game plaiform and game
creation system Roblox developed by Roblox Corporation in Terville, northeastern France on
March 11, 2026.

No ‘silver bullet’ for video game age
restrictions: PEGI chief

Paris, France

The head of Europe’s video
game rating system, PEGI,
has warned against sup-
posed ‘“silver bullet” child
protection solufions such as
age verification, in an inter-
view with AFP.

A new set of PEGI (Pan-Eu-
ropean Game Information)
age ratings, coming info
force from June, will take
info account factors in-
cluding in-game purchas-
es, incentives to constantly
revisit games or the ability
fo limit in-game messages
from strangers.

It had taken “a couple of
years” for PEGI to work out
the new classification, ifs
director general Dirk Bos-
mans told AFP.

The games sector has in
recent years been the sub-
ject of debate, including
over dadllegedly addictive
mechanics such as “loot
boxes” virtual items pur-
chasable for real money
that contain a random in-
game reward.

PEGI's new ratings will not
apply to games released
before June this year even
the most widely played
fitles, such as “Fortnite” or
“League of Legends”.

In future, “we will have to
work out a plan of attack,
an approach to live service
games,” Bosmans said,

“especially games that will
confinually provide new
updates”.

Infroduced in 2003, PEGI is
the only media age classi-
fication system harmonised
across European counftries,
its chief noted although
Germany has its own rat-
ings.

As a self-regulatory mech-
anism by the games indus-
fry, its rules are applied by
major console makers Nin-
tendo, Sony and Microsoft,
as well as by Google on its
app store.

Apple has its own age rat-
ing system, while the domi-
nant PC gaming platform
Steam based in the US has
not implemented one.

- ‘Regulatory pressure’ -
PEGI has updated its ap-
proach in part in response
to growing ‘“regulatory
pressure” within the Euro-
pean Union, Bosmans said.
Even as the EU has tight-
ened digital regulation
in recent years, member
states are taking their own
steps including a draft law
in France barring under-
155 from social media,
which the government has
warned would cover some
online games with social
aspects, such as “Roblox".
If passed, the law will re-
quire all users to prove their
age from 2027.

While automated online

verification “sounds like it's
going to fix everything...
data protection organisa-
tions are very concerned”,
Bosmans said.

“We first need to have are-
ally good conversation be-
fore we start deciding on
where to apply it.”

He added that companies
in the sector have wel-
comed the updated PEGI
classifications.

“They understand that by
making PEGI better and
stfronger, they are better
protected against lack of
nuance, quick fixes,” Bos-
mans said.

- Parents needed -
Bosmans also spoke out
against  ful-on bans of
games for children below
a certain age as mooted
by French President Em-
manuel Macron last month
ahead of an expert inquiry.
“Abanisnot very nuanced.
It's not very proportionate,
no matter for what you ap-
ply it,” he said, recalling
that PEGI was created to
avoid just such a scenario
in the early 2000s.

What's more, in Australia
where social media has
already been banned for
under-16s  “there is now
concern that kids are pri-
marily busy with trying to
circumvent the rules, some-
times with the help of their
parents,” Bosmans said.[]

An old Soviet-era Lada car drives past a truck belonging to
a private Cuban company (mipyme) parked in front of a gas
station with an IsoTank of imported fuel in Havana on March
19, 2026.

After Cuba beckons,
Miami entrepreneurs are
mostly reluctant to invest
in the island

Miami, United States

Havana announced this week that it would allow Cu-
ban emigrants to invest to address the communist is-
land’s severe economic and energy crises. But in Mi-
ami, the epicenter of the diaspora, entrepreneurs are
generally reluctant.

“I don't think a single businessman, not a single Cu-
ban in exile, will invest in this island where there is no
legal security,” said Ivan Herrera, director of the Uni-
vista insurance company, calling the initiative “a huge
scam.”

The entrepreneur, whose grandfather was a political
prisoner for 12 years before fleeing to Miami, refuses to
invest under what he calls the “criminal” government.

This opening by Havana, a serious breach in the island’s
anti-capitalist system, comes as the Cuban economy
teeters on the brink of collapse. The shortage of essen-
fial goods is worsening daily, and power outages have
multiplied since President Donald Trump's administra-
fion cut off Venezuelan oil supplies.

Carlos Saladrigas, president of the human resources
company Regis HR Group and the think tank Cuba
Study Group, viewed the move as a step in the right
direction, but said that Cuban authorities needed to
resolve many unanswered questions to aftract invest-
ment.

“Reintegrating the diaspora into the couniry’'s eco-
nomic life is essential for Cuba'’s future,” he said.

“But behind their words lies an entire legal framework
that needs to be reformed,” Saladrigas said.

“The government has to say: ‘We are going to discard
fraditional socialism and a cenftrally planned economy
and adopt market-based measures.’”

- ‘Extremely risky’ -

Hugo Cancio, owner of the digital media outlet On-
Cuba and Katapulk, an online supermarket that allows
the purchase and delivery of products in Cuba, was
more enthusiastic.

“Of course | would invest in Cuba, and | would do so
with great pleasure,” he said. “Do you know why?2 Be-
cause it's noft just an investment; | would be helping to
rebuild my country.”

But Pedro Freyre, a Cuban-American lawyer special-
izing in the island’s regulatory framework, considers
Cuba an “extremely risky” investment destfination.(
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Po-Ké Ono Brings Bold Asian Fusion to Aruba’s Dining Scene
Innovative eatery blends island culture with modern Asian cuisine
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In a culinary landscape known for its diversity
and creativity, Po-Ké Ono stands out as a vi-
brant and contemporary addition to Aruba’s
restaurant scene. With locations at Azure in
Palm Beach and the Renaqissance Market-
place in Oranjestad, the concept introduces a
refreshing take on Asian fusion dining—casual
in style, yet refined in execution.

Established in 2020, Po-Ké Ono was envisioned
as a space where flavor, culture, and creativ-
ity intersect. The menu features an array of sig-
nature dishes including poke bowls, steamed
bao, and sushi, crafted with precision and a
focus on freshness. Drawing on Asian influenc-
es, the restaurant delivers bold flavors in an
approachable format, appealing to a broad
audience of locals and visitors alike.

The ambiance is designed to be welcom-
ing and relaxed, with a philosophy centered

around accessibility and en-
joyment. Whether dining in-
doors or grabbing a quick
bowl on the go, guests can
expect a consistently high
standard in both service and
cuisine. With extensive menu
options, including selections
for vegan diners, Po-Ké Ono
caters to a wide range of
tastes and dietary preferenc-
es.

While the concept leans into
fast-casual dining, the quality
of ingredients and thoughtful

roots. Many of the restaurant’s
core ingredients are sourced
locally, emphasizing sustain-
ability and support for Aruba’s
agricultural community. The
result is a dining experience
that honors both the island’s
spirit and the culinary tradi-
fions it draws inspiratfion from.

Open daily from 11:00 AM to
10:00 PM, Po-Ké Ono contin-
ues to gain recognition as one
of the island’s premier desti-
natfions for sushi, poke, and

Fun facts about cacti hedges “Trankera”

(Oranjestad) - When off-road-
ing in inland Aruba, you may
notice some cacti hedges
around various properties or
lined up by certain pathways.
These man-made hedges are
called “trankera” and play an
important role in maintaining
our flora and fauna.

The trankera dates to colo-
nialism, where settlers estab-
lished several ‘cunucu’ (farm)
on the island. People either
used stone walls or trankera
as a fence to ward off strang-
ers and wild animals that can
feed on the cunucu vegeto-
tion or cattle.

Nowadays, frankeras are less

common, and those that still
stand are often not main-
tained. On the surface this
seems like a bad develop-
ment, however this proved to
be beneficial for our flora and
fauna. Naturally developed
flora around the hedges of-
fers more shelter for fauna.
Another aspect is the propa-
gation process. When pruning
hedges, flowers and seeds
were removed, which limits
propagation to a minimum.

So, though ftrankeras don’t
play that big of a role in Aru-
ba’'s agriculture anymore,
our environment sfill reaps
the benefits of these long-
standing natural structures..d

bao. Its growing popularity is a
testament to Aruba’s evolving
food culture—one that em-
braces global influence while
staying rooted in community
and craft.

For those seeking a modern
taste of Asiain the heart of the
Caribbean, Po-Ké Ono offers
a flavorful and memorable
experience worth exploring.]




TUESDAY 24 MARCH 2026| LocAL

Weichert

Aruba Realty

Independently owned and operated

Excellence Has
Found Paradise.

The Caribbean's first Weichert®

office is now open in Aruba.

Visit us in PalmAruba Commercial
Building, Palm Beach 4Q, Unit 115

Weichert® - Aruba Realty Opens Its Doors — Website Live, Office
Open, and Ribbon-Cutting Event Coming Soon

Welchert
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PALM BEACH, ARUBA —Weicheri®- Aruba Realty,
the Caribbean’s first franchise of Weichert® Real
Estate Affiliates, Inc. (WREA), is excited to share
that our website is now live at weichertaruba.
com and our new Palm Beach office is open for
business. The Caribbean’s first Weichert® office
brings 56 years of proven real estate excellence
to Arubaq, locally rooted and dedicated to serving.
This marks an important moment for real estate
on the island. With a ribbon-cutting celebration
just around the corner, we're thrilled to begin this
new chapter with the Aruba community.

The office is led by the Founder and Managing
Director; Eng. Victor Acosta is a third-generation
civil engineer with over 30 years of rootfs on the
island. What began as a professional project in
Aruba grew intfo a lifelong commitment to its
people, its neighborhoods, and its future. Under
his leadership, PalmAruba Group became one of
Aruba’s most tfrusted development firms — and

Weichert®- Aruba Realty is its next step forward.

“Thisisn't just a business opening —it's a promise
to the Aruban community,” said Eng. Acosta. “We
are here to serve the people of this island with
the tools, the systems, and the heart that they
deserve. Our team is local, our roofs run deep,
and our commitment is long-term.”

A New Chapter for Aruba's Real Estate Market

Aruba's real estate market is growing, attracting
international interest while a new generation of
local professionals, families, and first-time buyers is
stepping forward with ambition and a clear desire
fo investin the island they callhome. Weichert®-
Aruba Realty opens its doors to serve them all.

The office operates with a full-strategic approach
— guiding clients from bank readiness and pre-
approval through to closing day. Its team of Prop-
erty Strategists are frained to build a personalized
real estate approach for every client, whether
buying or selling, ensuring that no one navigates
the process alone.

"Aruba's real estate community is sfrong, and we
are proud to be part of it," said Eng. Victor Acosta,
Founder and Managing Director of Weichert® -
Aruba Realty. "We are here to contribute — bring-
ing new tools, new resources, and a deep com-
mitment fo the people of this island."

Backed by Weichert's® 56 years of proven sys-
tfems, comprehensive training programs, and a
people-first philosophy, the office brings to Aruba
the same infrastructure that has served millions of
families across the United States — now applied
with deep local knowledge and genuine com-
munity investment.

A Global Brand. A Local Heart.

=,

Foundedin 1969 Welcher’r® is ’rhe largest prlvo’rely
owned real estate company in the United States,
now Weichert® - Aruba Realty combines decades
of U.S. real estate know-how with a team that
proudly calls Aruba home. We believe in genuine
relationships and invest in our community, always
putting relationships first.

Visit our new website, weichertaruba.com, to
explore our listings and connect directly with our
local team.

A Ribbon-Cutting fo Remember

An official grand opening ceremony is being
planned for the coming weeks, bringing fogether
community leaders, local partners, and media
to celebrate this landmark moment for Aruba’s
real estate landscape. Details of the event will
be announced shortly.

“"We are thrilled to welcome Weichert®- Aruba
Realty to our growing international network,"” said
Bill Scavone, President of Weichert Real Estate
Affiliates, Inc. “Arubais a thriving market with tre-
mendous opportunity, and this team is exception-
ally positioned to serve it.”

The office is committed to serving the Aruban
community with global systems and a local heart.
Independently owned and operated.
& weichertaruba.com
&2 marketing@weichertaruba.com
(@ + 297 586 7300
@) Facebook: Weichert Aruba Realty
Weichert® - Aruba Realty
Independently owned and operated.

Why You Should Not Miss Aruba’s Free City Center Street Car Tour

(Oranjestad)—Aruba’s City
Center Street Car - or as
we call it in Dutch; “Tram
van Oranjestad’ - is a sin-
gle frack tram line in Oran-
jestad, the capital city of
Aruba. It was inaugurated
on 22 December 2012, be-
ing the first and so far the
only passenger rail ser-
vice on Aruba and the rest
of the Dutch Caribbean.
There are two ftrolleys, a
single-deck one with 42
seats and a double-decker
with 64 seats. The line was

inspired by the popular
battery-powered streetcar
operation at the Grove in
Los Angeles, USA. Aruba’s
streetcars are powered by
hydrogen fuel cells, which
are charged by the island’s
year-round frade winds.

Caya Betico Croes, mostly
referred to as our “main
street” has been devel-
oped into a pollution-free
pedestrian mall. The dou-
ble-decker offers you a 360
degree view of the down

town area with a picture
perfect scenery of the is-
land’s clear blue skies. Who
would not enjoy a ride on
this beautiful and naturally
air-conditioned  vehicle?
The tour consists of a total
of 9 stops approximately
200 meters apart from each
other; all stops are clearly
marked. The tfram will bring
you close to different mu-
seums, historical plazas,
monuments, the Protestant
church, Aruba’s high- end
mall, retail shops, and a va-

riety of local and interna-
tional cuisine restaurants.
The "l love Aruba” tfrade-
mark also belongs to that
list. The third stop on the
routfe is close to a 5-minute
walk to the famous Renais-
sance Marina showcasing
luxurious yachts and Aru-
ba’s blue waters.

The “Tram van Oranjestad”
starts from a balloon loop
near the Port of Call and
serves the downtown area
and ends at Plaza Nicky.

The first ride starts at 10:00
am sharp with intervals of
25 minutes. The last frolley
departs from the cruise port
at 5:00 pm. Don’t miss this
tour of the beautiful Aru-

ba’s City Center — it is free

for alllll
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

&/A(eamkpa Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

Floy Responsibly. Visit www.gomble y

Earn

DOUBLE POINTS

all day long!

Use your Players’ Club card
to play our slots and we’ll
DOUBLE your points!

org if you or

wou knaw has o gumbling problem,

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Preizels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs ond Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lozy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts

Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique
Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Sun catchers: The different lizards in Aruba

ORANJESTAD - Colorful
or camouflaged, you're
bound to encounter a va-
riely of lizards basking in
the sun or scurrying on their
way in our island. From the
charming, friendly iguanas
to the good-luck gecko
Pega-Pega, you're bound
to meet a few of these spe-
cial residents during your
visit.

Aruba, as a desert island, is
home to an incredible va-
riety of unique and colorful
species. Among them we
can find different lizards,
most of which have South
American origins. But there
are a few exceptions.

Iguanas

lguanas are easy fo spof,
as they are larger than
most other lizards and
when young, have a bright
green color that makes
them stand out.

The iguanas usually found
in Aruba are the Iguana,
known as the green igua-
na, or locally as Yuwana.
The Yuwana are a mostly
herbivorous species, and
can grow up to 2 meters in
size, including the tail, mak-
ing them one of the largest
in the iguana family. As you
will see, despite their name,
as they reach adulthood,
the iguanas can take on @
grey or blue tone instead
of the bright green dis-

played by the young ones.
In Aruba — as in the rest of
the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands — the most usual color
varies from green to laven-
der, black and sometimes
a reddish brown.

Yuwana is a protected spe-
cies, as it is listed under Ap-
pendix Il of the Convention
on International Trade in En-
dangered Species (CITES),
meaning that international
frade is regulated through
the CITES permit system.
In the past, Arubans used
to eat a popular Yuwana
soup, as it was believed to
give strength and help re-
store health — probably due
to the protein boost it deliv-
ered. However, it is now llle-
gal to catch, kill, buy or sell
Yuwanas in Aruba, and this
includes eating them!

Turnip-tailed gecko

The turnip-tailed gecko is
known locally as the Pe-
ga-Pega, meaning sticky-
sticky, due to the way it
sticks to walls using the suc-
tion in its little fingers. They
are found inside houses,
and are mostly a nocturnal
animal.

According fo Efnia Nativa,
the local Pega Pega is im-
mediately recognizable by
its large size, with a body
length of up to 12 cm,
and its large, swollen ftail,
approximately the same
length or slightly shorter
than its body; females are
larger and more robust
than males. It has short,
robust legs with flattened
toes and extensive basal
webbing.

The undersides of its toes
are covered in lamellae,

which are used as friction
pads to cling tfo smooth
vertical surfaces. Some can
even walk around com-
pletely upside down. Ifs
toes are covered with ridg-
es, which are peppered
with millions of microscopic
bristle-like structures called
setae that attach and de-
tach when the animal wills
them to, and they never
get gunked up.

They are variable in color-
ation, from a mottled dark
gray to orange-brown, and
are capable of changing
color depending on their
mood and surroundings.
Mottled and banded mark-
ings aid in camouflage
against free bark. They are
harmless and fragile; you
can hold one in your hands
as long as you are VERY
gentle.

Never put pressure onits tail
because it will surely drop as
a measure to fry to distract
the predator, and they are
different from other lizards
because they're long-lived,
talkative, lack eyelids, and
their small scales are situat-
ed next to each other like
cobblestones rather than
overlapping as is the case
in most other lizards.

Turnip-tailed Geckos are
insectivorous and feed on
cockroaches, grasshop-
pers, beetles, flies, mosqui-
toes, and spiders, which
makes them the best pest
control to have at home!
They spend their days con-
cealed in dark tree grooves
and cavifies, in  narrow
crevices in the walls, or
behind paintings, which
provide the perfect shel-
ter for them. Pega pega is

a gecko endemic to our
island, but in fime, some
4-5 infrusive gecko species
have been observed, some
of which do not cease to
amaze us with the racket
they make, especially dur-
ing the hours of the night.

The Pega-pega Phyllodac-
tylus Julieni is also a pro-
tected species in Aruba, by
law. It is illegal to kill them!

Blue Cododo
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These are one of the most
striking lizards in Aruba, rec-
ognizable by the male's
bright blue color. The Aru-
ban whiptail lizard, Cnemi-
dophorus arubensis, is a
species endemic to Aruba,
meaning you can only find
it here on our One Happy
Island! They are also recog-
nized as the most common
and populous lizard on the
island. While the male is
blue with white dots, the
female is brown with blue
dofs.

These charming lizards eat
mostly plants, such as flow-
ers, nectar, leaves and
fruits, and occasionally en-
joy some insects. They are
selective in which plants
they eat, because of the
foxins present in  many
available plants species.
The Cododo help take
care of Aruba’s vegetation
by playing a significant role
in the dispersal of seeds for

certain plants: when they
eat fruit, they excrete the
seeds in diverse locations,
contributing to the repro-
duction cycle of our local
plants.

Striped anole

The striped anole (Anolis lin-
eatus) that lives in Aruba is
known locally as Waltaka
or Toteki. This is a species of
lizard in the family Dacty-
loidae, and they are native
to Aruba and Curacao. It is
usually found in dry areas,
commonly where there are
not large frees; rather they
enjoy rocks, walls or free
trunks, as they prefer to stay
close to the ground.

These lizards are about 7cm
in length, have a brown
color with a stripe on each
side and typically, several
stripes on the body and tail
that are lighter in color. It
has a dewlap which is or-
ange-yellow — and what's
unique about this species
is that it is the only known
species of anole where the
dewlap is asymetrically col-
ored, with one side being
a deeper orange and the
other side a lighter yellow.
Mostly this is seen in the
males, as it is almost im-
percepftible in the females.
If the Toteki shows you his
dewlap, retreat! This is not
a friendly greeting!

Lizards are wonderful crea-
tures that are precious to
our fragile, local ecosys-
tem. Please be mindful of
these residents as you en-
joy your stay.[]

Images: Some images are
from Aruba Birdlife Conserva-
tion.
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YOU COULD BE HERE =

Casago

Casago Aruba:

Ny

Redefining Island Stays with Full-Service Property Management

Casago Aruba was born from a shared passion
for elevating the island’s tourism experience.
Built on a strong foundation of service, hospi-
tality, and a keen eye for quality, the Casago
team—backed by over 16 years of experi-
ence in the vacation rental and hospitality in-
dustry—is on a mission to redefine what luxury
and convenience look like for travelers visiting
Aruba.

But Casago is more than just a vacation rental
platform. It is a full-service property manage-
ment company, offering seamless experiences

for both guests and homeown-
ers alike. While travelers ben-
efit from handpicked accom-
modations and personalized
service, homeowners gain a
relioble partner dedicated to
the care and performance of
their property.

A Stay Tailored to You

Casago Aruba offers more
than just stylish villas. Their cu-
rated portfolio includes a wide
variety of condos, homes, and
villas in different sizes fo suit
all types of ftravelers—from
solo adventurers and couples
fo large families and groups.
Every stay is backed by local
expertise, with concierge sup-
port, 24/7 guest assistance,
and an attention to detail that
consistently exceeds expecta-
tions.

Whether you're here to relax
on world-famous beaches, ex-
plore Aruba’s culfural gems, or
discover hidden corners of the
island, Casago Aruba ensures
your getaway is as smooth as
it is memorable.

A Partner for Homeowners

Behind the scenes, Casago of-
fers a robust suite of property
management  services de-
signed fo help homeowners

maximize rental income while

minimizing sfress. Services in-

clude:

* Promotion through Caso-
go's professional booking
platform and expert local
marketing strategies

e Complete management
of check-ins, guest com-
munication, cleanings,
landscaping, pool mainte-
nance, and repairs

* Transparent maintenance
reporting, real-fime reser-
vation fracking, and on-
site security monitoring

e Full handling of tax filings
for both local and state re-
quirements

e Monthly property inspec-
tions and full utility bill man-

agement
¢ Strategic planning to help
homeowners increase

profitability and keep their
properties in top condition

This full-service model ensures
that every home is maintained
to the highest standard while
giving property owners full
peace of mind.

Rooted in Community and Sus-
tainability

What truly sets Casago Aru-
ba apart is their commitment
to the local community and
fo sustainable practices. The
team works closely with local
businesses and artisans, pro-
motes eco-conscious travel,
and supports initiatives that
contribute positively to the is-
land’s environment and econ-
omy.

As one of the fastest-growing
vacation rental and property
management companies
on the island, Casago Aruba
continues to expand its fooft-
print—welcoming more travel-
ers, partnering with more hom-
eowners, and raising the stan-
dard of hospitality in Aruba.(

Dining in? Try making some local favorites! m

How to make

“pan bati”

(Oranjestad)—If you're ever up
for an Aruban snack, try making
another Aruban classic appetizer
called Pan Bati. Similar to a pan-
cake both in appearance and
cooking, this is a super easy meal
that adults and children will both
enjoy. Here's how to make it!

Ingredients:

2 cups of all purpose flour

1 cup grams of fine cornmeal
2 tbsp baking powder

1 1/3 cup of milk

1 pinch of salt

2 tbsp of granulated sugar
Oil for cooking

Instructions:

Add all the dry ingredients in a
bowl first, and stir until well mixed.
Then add the milk and beat untfil
reached a pancake-like consisten-
cy. If more moister is needed, add
some water until reached desired
consistency.

In a hot pan with oil, pourin enough
batter to cover the bottom of the
pan. Just like pancakes, flip the
pan bati when one side turns gold-
en brown. When your pan bati is
ready, place on a plate and cover
with a clean kitchen towel.

Traditionally, pan bati is cut in fri-
angle pieces, and is often eaten
as a side dish with soup, fried fish

|

or stews. However, it is also casu-
ally enjoyed with some butter and
cheese on top!d
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(Oranjestad)—Located in

the middle of downtown
Oranjestad, situated right
next to the government
building “Cocolishi”, is one
of the oldest buildings of
Aruba: Fort Zoutman. First
constructed in 1796, this
site has been used (or left
unused) in many ways and
have survived eras of war
and attempted disman-
tling.

When anyone refers to Fort
Zoutman, they are actu-
ally referring to two sepa-
rate buildings that, over the
years, have been merged:
the fort and the fower.
That's right, the iconic

5-story, squared tower was
not part of the original
structure of the fort, and
is actually called “Willem
Il Toren”. Constructed in
1867, this tower was named
after the then-reigning king
of The Netherlands, Willem
lll. Willem Il Toren was origi-
nally a light tower, but after
a request from Lieutenant
Governor Jan Helenus in
1866, it also became a bell
tfower.

The fort itself was originally
constructed to protect
the commerce bay of
Paardenbaai from pirates
and other disreputable
characters roaming the

e
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Caribbean Sea. Unlike the
Willem Il Toren, Fort Zout-
man had a more tumul-
tuous past, including the
on-and-off reception of
unwanted members of the
English military several times
(The Netherlonds was at
constant war with England
back in the colonial era).

Over the years, both the
fort and the tower had
functioned as different
government center points,
including a tax and stamps
office. For some time these
two buildings also housed
a police precinct and jail,
and even experienced
abandonment until the Cul-

tural Center Aruba Foundao-
tion (CCA) petitioned for its
renovation in 1964, turning
the site intfo the Historic Mu-
seum it currently is.

Despite its small size, The
Historic Museum guards a
rich depository of the com-
mercial, military and social
history of Oranjestad, offer-
ing a glance intfo how the
social culture of the fown
came to be. If you are in-
terested in history and want
to learn more about Aruba,
then Fort Zoutman should
definitely be included into
your itinerary.

The museum is open Mon-

day to Friday from 9am-
6pm, and Saturday from
10am-2pm.4

Source: The Old Fort of Aruba
by Jan Hartog.

The Aruban way of life: Creating community with Cas di Torto

(Oranjestad)—The Aruban
people understand that a
happy life is spent in great
ambience with your loved
ones. Passed down from
one generation to the oth-
er, building community has
been a key aspectin forging
our traditions and customs.
The Cas di Torto (mud house)
played a bigrole in cultivat-
ing community, bridging
families together and form-
ing close bonds with your
neighbors—something we
highly value today.

Cas diTorto: History and con-
struction

The origin of the Cas di
Torto is said to date back
to the early 19th century in
the Paraguana Peninsula in
Venezuela. Refugees who
sought sanctuary on Aruba
infroduced this building
method to the island.

The uprights of the walls were
made with sturdy and straight
wayaca or kwihi wood, or
from thin mangrove struts.
Then, the wattle walls were
weaved in using branches

and twigs from the warero
and sisal plant, daubed with
a mixture of grass and mud.
Finally, the walls got a coat
of white plaster to seal ev-
erything in.

For roofing, corn stalks,
palm fonds and straws were
used, allowing air to flow
freely through the house.
This method of roofing was
known throughout the ABC
islands (Aruba, Curacao,
Bonaire), but the use of
cornstalks in Aruba eventu-
ally got replaced with use of
mud and white plaster for
the roofs. The white plaster
allaround made the houses
looks like cake, hence the
name “Torto™ (Spanish for
“cake”).

Building community

Building Torto houses was
offen a community effort.
Young couples who were
about to get married had to

have their house built before
they could fie the knot and
start their own family. This is
where the help of the com-
munity comes into play.

Neighbors, extended family
and friends would all help in
the construction of a Torto
House. And everyone had a
role: The men oversaw the
building of the house, and
the women were tasked with
collecting wood and straws,
cooking and taking care of
the little ones.

The couple’s family were pri-
marily responsible for feeding
everyone who helped build
the house. Before construc-
tion, someone usually had
the task to prepare the
meal; going fishing or slaugh-
ter farm animals like goats,
chicken or sheep. Even the
older kids had their fasks; the
older children of the family
usually helped with collect-

ing water and mixing the
mud.

The average duration of con-
structing a Cas di Torto was
4 months.

At the end of a long day of
work, everyone would gath-
er around and enjoy a feast
of hearty food. This type of
help from friends and family
became a fradition and was
called “paga lomba”: You
help me today; I'll help you
tfomorrow.

Nowadays, traditional Cas
di Torto are rare, especially
those that are stillinhabited.
Houses that do exist prob-
ably date back more than
a century.]

Picture credits: Aruba Na-
tional Library (BNA) and the
Monumentbureau archive on
Coleccion.aw
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Genevaq, Switzerland

The amount of heat
frapped by the Earth
reached record levels

in 2025, with the conse-
quences of such warming
feared to last for thousands
of years, the UN warned
Monday.

The 11 hottest years ever
recorded were all between
2015 and 2025, the United
Nations” WMO weather
and climate agency con-
firmed in its flagship State of
the Global Climate annual
report.

Last year was the second
or third hottest year on re-
cord, at about 1.43 Celsius
above the 1850-1900 aver-
age, the World Meteoro-
logical Organization said.
“The global climate is in a
state of emergency. Planet
Earth is being pushed be-
yond its limits. Every key
climate indicator is flashing
red,” said UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres.
"Humanity has just endured
the 11 hottest years on re-
cord. When history repeats
itself 11 times, it is no longer
a coincidence. Itis a call to

act.”
For the first time, the WMO
climate report includes

the planet’s energy imbal-
ance: the rate at which en-
ergy enfers and leaves the
Earth system.

Under a stable climate, in-
coming energy from the
Sun is about the same as
the amount of outgoing
energy, the Geneva-based
agency said.

However the increase in
concentrations of heat-
frapping greenhouse gas-
es carbon dioxide, meth-
ane and nitrous oxide *"to
their highest level in at least
800,000 years” has “upset
this equiliorium”, the WMO
said.

“The Earth’s energy imbal-
ance has increased since
its observational record
began in 1960, particu-
larly in the past 20 years.
It reached a new high in
2025.”

- Ocean heat record -
WMO chief Celeste Saulo
said scienfific  advances
had improved understand-
ing of the energy imbal-
ance and ifs implications
for the climate.

"Human activities are in-

walking along The Strand in Redondo Beach, California on
March 20, 2026, during a heat wave.

creasingly disrupting the
natural equilibrium and we
will live with these conse-
qguences for hundreds and
thousands of years,” she
said.

More than 91 percent of
the excess heat is stored in

the ocean.
“Ocean heat content
reached a new record

high in 2025 and its rate
of warming more than
doubled from 1960-2005 to
2005-2025," the WMO said.
Ocean warming has far-
reaching consequences,
such as degradation of
marine ecosystems, biodi-
versity loss and reduction
of the ocean carbon sink,
the agency said.

“It fuels tropical and sub-
fropical stforms and exacer-
bates ongoing sea-ice loss
in the polar regions.”

The Antarctic and Green-
land ice sheets have both
lost considerable mass,
and the annual average
extent of Arctic sea ice in

2025 was the lowest or sec-
ond-lowest ever recorded
in the satellite era.

Last year, the global mean
sea level was around 11
centimetres higher than
when satellite altimetry re-
cords began in 1993.
Ocean warming and sea
level rise are projected to
continue for centuries.

- ‘Dire picture’ -

WMO  scientific  officer
John Kennedy said global
weather is sfill under the
influence of La Nina, a
naturally occurring climate
phenomenon that cools
surface temperatures in
the cenfral and eastern
equatorial Pacific Ocean.
It brings changes in winds,
pressure and rainfall pat-
terns.

Conditions oscillate be-
tween La Nina and ifs
warming opposite El Nino,
with neutral conditions in
between.

The warmest year on re-

cord, 2024, was around
1.55C above the 1850-
1900 average, and started
in a strong El Nino.

Forecasts indicate neutral
conditions by the middle of
2026 with a possible El Nino
developing before the end
of the year, said Kennedy.
If so, “then we're likely to
see maybe elevated tem-
peratures again in 2027",
he told a press conference.
The World Meteorologi-
cal Organization’s deputy
chief, Ko Barrett, said the
outlook was a “dire pic-

She said the WMO pro-
vided the evidence it sees,
hoping that the informa-
tion “will encourage peo-
ple to take action”.

But there was “no deny-
ing” that “these indicators
are not moving in a direc-
tion that provides for a lof
of hope", she said.

With war gripping the Mid-
dle East and fuel prices
soaring, Guterres said the
world should heed the

alarm call. Q4
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HEALTH
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DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Eagle: Tel.587 9011
San Nicolas:
Aloe:Tel.584 4606

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

/Aruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Russia’s Max: The unencrypted super-app being forced on citizens

Warsaw, Poland

Russia is pushing its Max
messenger a social media
platform without encryp-
fion onto ifs citizens with a
massive promotion cam-
paign and the simultane-
ous blocking of Whatsapp
and Telegram, the coun-
tfry’'s two most popular
messenger apps.

The rollout has raised con-
cerns among critics and
digital rights groups that
Moscow will use Max to sur-
veil its citizens and further
cut digital links to the West.
“"Any dafta that passes
through this application
can be considered to be in
the hands of its owner, and
in this case, the hands of
the Russian state,” cyber-
security researcher Baptiste
Robert, CEO of the French
company Predicta Lab,
told AFP.

Launched in 2025 by Rus-
sian social media giant VK,
the app has been com-
pared to China’'s WeChat,
combining social media
and messaging functions
with access fo government
services, a digital ID card
system, banking and pay-
ments.

Itis not officially mandatory,
but the authorities are mak-
ing it clear that life without
Max will become increas-

o

This illustration photo shows the Russia MAX messenger logo displayed on a smartphone in
Mulhouse, eastern France on February 13, 2026.

ingly hard.

President Viadimir Putin has
touted it as a more ‘“se-
cure” platform that meets
Russia’s demand for “tech-
nological sovereignty.”
Moscow has been pushing
that agenda for years.

“This is the culmination of
policies aimed at creating
a sovereign infernet,” Mari-
elle Wijermars, an associate
professor of internet gover-
nance at Maastricht Uni-
versity told AFP.

“Russia wants to restruc-
ture the internet to better

control what is published”
including “by migrating alll
Russians to platforms that
are more state-controlled,”
she added.

- ‘Forced’ to download -
Max has been pre-installed
on phones and tablets sold
in Russia since September.
The design is familiar and
resembles Telegram, of-
fering private messages,
public channels and cute
stickers.

Unlike Telegram and What-
sapp, it is also on Russia’s

“white list” of approved
digital services that stay
online during the increas-
ingly common forced in-
ternet blackouts that Mos-
COw says are necessary to
thwart Ukrainian retaliatory
drone aftacks.

Initially only available to
users with a Russian or Be-
larusian SIM card, the app
is now available in English
and to those with phone
numbers from 40 other
countries only those Rus-
sia deems “friendly,” like
Cuba, Pakistan and ex-

Soviet republics in Central
Asia.

It is not available in the Eu-
ropean Union -- or Ukraine.
That has not stopped Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelensky vowing to infiltirate
the messenger.

One of the reasons Russia
wants to ditch Telegram is
because it has become a
platform used by Ukraine
to recruit Russians for sabo-
tage attacks, including as-
sassinations.

Inside Russia, opinions are
split.

“You can send messages,
photos and videos. What
more do you need?2” said
Yekaterina, a 35-year-old
dance teacher.

Irina, a 45-year-old doctor,
however, complained she
has been “forced” to use
Max for school activities for
her children and to access
the government's official
online portal, Gosuslugi,
where her patients make
appointments.

She plans to “buy another
SIM card to download Max
on another phone.”

Large businesses have
been accused of forcing
employees to download
the app and schools have
migrated all communicao-
fion with parents to the
platform.

Germany to

Berlin, Germany

Germany plans to crack
down on sexualised deep-
fakes, the government
said Friday, as a prominent
TV personality accused
her ex-husband of spread-
ing Al-generated porno-
graphic images of her
online.

The charges brought by
Collien Fernandes, 44, who
is also a TV presenter, have
friggered intense media
debate about the “digi-
tal violence” increasingly
perpetrated against on
the internet, mostly against
women.

German Justice Minister
Stefanie Hubig will “very
shortly” present a draft bill
fo punish the creation and
distribution of sexualised
deepfakes, ministry spokes-
man Eike Hosemann said.

crack down on sexualised

“We want to ensure that
perpetrators can no lon-
ger feel safe, that they
must expect to be identi-
fled and effectively pros-
ecuted,” Hubig told the
NTV news channel, adding

Der Freiheit verpflichtet 1';

Jum Gedenken an dae sonialdemokralisc

Opfer von Gewaltherrschah

that police would be given
greater powers fo search
suspects’ computers.

Hosemann said “the aim
is fo make the production
and distribution of such
deepfakes a criminal of-

German Minister for Justice and Consumer Protection Stefanie
Hubig (SPD) addresses journalists on reform plans of the tenancy
law, after a two-day retreat meeting of the German Social
Democratic SPD party at its headquarters in Berlin on February

8, 2026.

deepfakes

fence”, adding that Ger-
many was “lagging behind
technological  develop-
menfs in this area”.

News weekly Der Spiegel
first reported this week on
the case of Fernandes,
who spoke of her shock at
discovering that hundreds
of fake pornographic im-
ages of her had been cir-
culating on the internet.

It was only more recently
that she started to suspect
they had been created
and shared by her former
partner, fellow actor Chris-
tian Ulmen, 50, via fake so-
cial media accounts that
appeared to be hers, she
said.

Fernandes has filed a legal
complaint against him in
Spain, where the couple
had lived together on the

island of Mallorca before
they separated in 2025,
according fo the report.
Writing on her Instagram
account, she repeated her
accusation of “sexualised
violence” against her for-
mer husband.

German media cited Ul-
men’s lawyer as saying the
reports contained “untrue
facts based on a one-sid-
ed account”.

Hubig, herself a former
judge and prosecutor, told
Der Spiegel that sexualised
online crimes had a "dev-
astating” impact on vic-
fims.

“That's why | make no
distinction between ano-
logue and digital violence.
Every aftack, no matter
where or how it occurs, is
one too many."(l
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Korda sends Alcaraz to another early exit in Miami,
Sabalenka advances

Miami, United States
Sebastian  Korda  stared
down Carlos Alcaraz on
Sunday, sending the world
number one crashing out
of the Miami Open third
round 6-3, 5-7, 6-4.

Korda, ranked 3éth in the
world, notched his first vic-
tory over a world number
one, sending Alcaraz to his
second straight early exit in
Miami following defeat to
55th-ranked Belgian David
Goffin in the second round
last year.

Since that defeat, Alcaraz
had built a remarkable
73-6 record, including a
16-0 start to 2026 that in-
cluded an Australian Open
friumph to complete a ca-
reer Grand Slam and a title
in Doha.

It looked like Korda had
missed his chance to spring
the upset when he served
for the match at 5-4 in the
second set and was broken
af love.

Alcaraz won the next two
games to force a third set,
part of a run of five straight
games for the Spaniard.

But Korda didn't buckle,
and it was the American
who seized a break for 4-3
in the third when Alcaraz
sailed a forehand wide.

He held his next service
game with  confidence,
slamming down an over-
head winner on game
point and after Alcaraz

Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus returns a shot against Caty McNally of the United States during Day
6 of the Miami Open at Hard Rock Stadium on March 22, 2024 in Miami Gardens, Florida.

held serve Korda served for
the match again, this time
making no mistake.

“It feels great,” said Korda,
who has been ranked as
high as 15th in the world
but has endured two sea-
sons disrupted by injuries.

"l took the scenic route,
that's for sure a little more
stress than | would want but
happy with how | played,
happy with how | stayed
with it.”

Alcaraz said Korda played
an “incredible” match.

“A lot of fight, tight mo-
ments that ljust didn't make
the most of it,” Alcaraz said.
“I think he was better on
those points, on those mo-
ments. | would say that was
the key of the match.”
Korda will face Spanish
qualifier Martin Landaluce
for a place in the quarter-
finals after Landaluce oust-
ed 14th-seeded Russian
Karen Khachanov 6-3, 7-6
(7/2).

- Sabalenka marches on -

World number one Aryna
Sabalenka kept her fitle
defense on track with a
6-4, 6-2 victory over 72nd-
ranked American Caty Mc-
Nally that was tougher than
the score indicated.

They were on serve after
exchanging four breaks in
the opening set when Sa-
balenka gained the deci-
sive break in the final game.
The Belarusian star, trying
to complete the “Sunshine
Double” after capturing
her first Indian Wells title last

week, wasted one chance
tfo break in the second set
before ramping up her re-
furn pressure to break Mc-
Nally’s on her last two ser-

vice games.
“She played really great
tennis,” Sabalenka said,

adding that her hold for
5-4 in the opening set, in a
game that went to deuce
five times, was key.

“(I'm) super happy to
close this match in straight
sets,” said Sabalenka, who
booked a meeting with
China’s Olympic gold med-
allist Zheng Qinwen a 6-2,
6-4 winner over Madison
Keys.

It was Zheng's first win over
a top-20 player since el-
bow surgery last July.

World number two Elena
Rybakina, who beat So-
balenka in the Australian
Open final but fell to her in
the Indian Wells title match,
moved smoothly into the
last 16 with a 6-3, 6-4 vic-
tory over Ukraine's Marta
Kostyuk.

Rybakina next faces Austra-
lian qualifier Talia Gibson,
who knocked off another
seed with a 6-2, 6-2 victory
over 18-year-old 18th seed
Iva Jovic.

Gibson, who reached the
quarter-finals  at  Indian
Wells, had ousted former
world number one Nao-
mi Osaka in the second
round..

Ineos’s Godon wins Tour of Catalonia
opener by a whisker

Sant Feliv de Guixols, Spain
Ineos’s French rider Dorian
Godon won stage 1 of the
Tour of Catalonia on Mon-
day as Belgian Remco Eve-
nepoel came second in a
photo finish and Tom Pid-
cock was third.

The 105th edition of this
seven-day tour is packed
with  stars, with  Jonas
Vingegaard favourite to
win after his masterclass at
Paris-Nice.

The opener was a hily
172km race that left the
coastal resort of Sant Feliu
de Guixols, took in Girona,
a category 1 climb and

then sped back to the Cos-
ta Brava coast.

Godon said he had been
planning a win here for
years.

“I did my studies in Girona
and live there now and
often said I'd win a stage
like this one day,” said the
newly-signed Ineos rider.
Godon appeared to have
made his run too early.

“It would have been better
tfo wait a bit, the last 50m
seemed to last an hour,”
he said after holding off a
counter bid from Evene-
poel.

Another hero of the day
Kiwi second-fier rider Josh
Burnett, was the last of the
breakaway to be caught,
10km from the finish as
the cast of stars jostled to
keep up with a high closing
pace. Burneft did enough,
however, to win the com-
bativity award.

Other contenders such
as Joao Almeida of UAE,
Evenepoel’s Red Bull

teammate Florian Lipowitz,
Oscar Onley of Ineos, and
Lidl trio Giulio Ciccone,
Derek Gee and Mattias
Skjelmose all came home
safely a few seconds off

he crosses the finish line to win the 7th stage of the Paris-Nice
cycling race, 47 km between Le Broc and Isola-Village, on
March 14, 2026.

the pace.

Stages four, five and six will
be contested in the Pyre-
nees, while the finale takes

in seven circuits of Montju-
ic in Barcelona where the
Tour de France starts in

July.
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Hodgkinson in 'shape of her life' with eye on Kratochvilova's record

.

Torun, Poland

Keely Hodgkinson's rivals
will be grateful there is not
a world outdoor champs
or an Olympic Games this
season as the Briton boast-
ed of beingin "the shape of
her life" after wrapping up
world indoor 800m gold.
The 24-year-old left the
competition for dead in
an impressive gun-to-tape
performance in Torun, Po-
land, on Sunday that saw
her win in a blistering Tmin
55.30sec.

Her fime was not only a
championship record but
also the second fastest
fime run over the distance
indoors, Hodgkinson her-
self having set a new world
indoor 800m record last
month.

All eyes will now turn on
Hodgkinson's plans for the
outdoor season which of-
fers up European and Com-
monwealth fitles on home
soil and ends with World
Athletics' Ultimate Champi-
onships in Budapest in Sep-
tember.

Given her new world in-
door record, there is the
mouth-watering possibility
of a potential filt at the old-
est world record in athlet-
ics the Tmin 53.28sec for
the outdoor 800m set by
Jarmila Kratochvilova of
the then-Czechoslovakia in
1983.

- Golden training partner -
"It feels so, so nice being

—
] 3

-

British gold medal winners, women's 1500m winner Britain's Georgia Hunter Bell (L) and women's
800m winner Britain's Keely Hodgkinson celebrate during the World Athletics Indoor Championships
Kujawy Pomorze 2026 in Torun, Poland on March 22, 2026.

able fo run and win. This
is my first world fitle," said
Hodgkinson, whose vic-
tory came fast on the heels
of that of fraining partner
Georgia Hunter Bell in the
women's 1,500m.

"I have been in so many fi-
nals, | have been a favou-
rite so many times and | had
not won so to do that and
prove to myself that | can
do it, remove the pressure
and win the gold, it's nice,"
she said, having accrued
11 international medals but
also been denied three

fimes at the world out-
doors, winning two silvers
and a bronze.

"My word this year has
been 'domination' so when
I'm in the shape of my life,
why leave it to chance?
If you want to beat me,
you're going to have to
work hard. | never, ever go
down without a fight."
Hodgkinson and Hunter
Bell are coached by the
husband and wife team of
Trevor Painter and Jenny
Meadows, the latter having
won world outdoor bronze

(2009) and indoor silver
(2010) over 800m.

"Me and Georgia, we work
hard and we push each
other at every practice we
are bothin the shape of our
lives," Hodgkinson said.

"It's great to have someone
who can challenge me in
fraining. | am really grateful
for our friendship, our rivalry
and our training.

"I had no doubts about
Georgia. She's an incred-
ible athlete. We've both
been training so well, and
we've just enjoyed every-

thing. We can work so well
together, and we have an
amazing friendship."

- Leading relay split -

After her dominant 800m
victory, Hodgkinson was
soon back on the track as
part of Britain's 4x400m re-
lay team in the champion-
ship-ending event.

Running the anchorleg, she
had been left foo much to
do to push for the podium
and the team eventually
finished fifth.

But ftellingly, Hodgkinson
produced the quickest leg
of any athlete in the event
with a 50.10sec split.

"I am actually so impressed
with  myself about that.
| really wanted to do it!"
said Hodgkinson, who an-
nounced herself on the
international stage by win-
ning a first major title at the
European indoors in Torun
in 2021 before going on to
claim silver on her Olympic
debut in Tokyo later that
summer.

"I wouldn't have gone for
the 4x400 if | didn't think |
haditin my legs... | wouldn't
do something if | didn't think
| was capable."
Hodgkinson added: "l man-
aged to have such a clean
winter with no interruption.
"It has been such a fun few
days.

I'm really grateful to be
here and to be healthy. I'm
glad | could show what |
know | can do."[]

Wolves rally past Celtics, Nuggets sink Blazers

Los Angeles, United States
The Minnesota Timber-
wolves shrugged off the
injury absence of Anthony
Edwards to complete a

come-from-behind 102-92
road victory over the Bos-
ton Celfics on Sunday.

Minnesota frailed by 15
points early in the second
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Ayo Dosunmu #13 of the Minnesota Timberwolves drives past
Jayson Tatum #0 of the Boston Celtics during the second half at
TD Garden on March 22, 2026 in Boston, Massachusetts.

quarter but rallied deci-
sively in the fourth with a
16-0 run to outscore the
Celtics 26-15 and silence
a 19,156 crowd at Boston's
TD Garden.

With Edwards missing due
to right knee inflammation,
Bones Hyland led Minne-
sota with 23 points off the
bench, while Jaden Mc-
Daniels had 19 points and
Ayo Dosunmu 17.
Minnesota improved fo
44-28 and remain in sixth
place in the Western Con-
ference.

The New York Knicks im-
proved to 47-25 to remain
hard on the heels of the
Celfics in the East with a
145-113 demolition of the
Washington Wizards.

Karl-Anthony Towns fin-
ished with 26 points, 16
rebounds and three as-
sists while Jalen Brunson
added 23 points as the
Knicks cruised to a wire-to-
wire victory over a Wizards
feam who have lost 16
games straight.
Washington are one place
off the bottom of the East-
ern Conference at 16-55
and are vying with the Indi-
ana Pacers (15-56) for the
worst record in the league.
In the Western Confer-
ence, Nikola Jokic's 35th
friple-double of the season
powered the Denver Nug-
gets to a 128-112 defeat of
the Portland Trail Blazers.
Jokic tallied 22 points, 14

rebounds and 14 assists
while Jamal Murray also
scored 22 points, including
four three-pointers.

Denver improved to 44-
28 to remain in fifth place
in the standings behind
Houston (43-27).
Denver'swin marked arare
start for their first-choice
starting line-up, with Cam
Johnson, Aaron Gordon
and Christian Braun along-
side Jokic and Murray, with
Peyton Watson also return-
ing from the bench.

“We know we've got a
good team andit's been a
while since we've had our
full team,” Watson said.

“I  think when we're
healthy, nobody can beat
us."



