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The winning strategy for zero waste at Super Bowl LX

In a significant victory for
the environment, the NFL
and its partners successfully
fransformed

Super Bowl LX (2026) into
one of the most sustainable
sporfing events in history.
Hosted at the LEED Gold-
certified Levi's Stadium in
Santa Clara, the league's
"NFL Green" initiative tar-
geted a "zero-waste" diver-
sion rate of 90% or more, ef-
fectively turning nearly 60
tons of potential trash into
reusable resources.

A New Game Plan for

Waste Reduction
The 2026 championship
served as a massive testing
ground for cutting-edge
sustainability fechnologies
aimed at reducing single-
use plastics and contami-
nation:

Al-Powered Sorting: Inter-
active "Oscar Sort" units
used artificial intelligence
fo help fans properly dis-
pose of items. By holding an
item up to a camera, fans
received instant guidance
on whether it belonged
in recycling, compost, or
landfill bins, significantly re-
ducing the contamination

that often ruins recycling
efforts.

Mass Reusable Cup Pro-
gram: Building on a season-
long pilot that prevented
over 32,000 plastic cups
from entering landfills, the
NFL expanded its reusable
cup inifiative to cover more
than 4,000 seats. These du-
rable cups were collected,
sanitized, and returned to
the system for future use.
Compostable Stadium
Ware: In collaboration with
partners like Aramark, near-
ly all single-use food ser-
vice items—including no-
cho frays, beer cups, and
stfraws—were converted fo
compostable materials.
Leaving a "Green Legacy”
in the Bay Area

The impact of Super Bowl
LX extends far beyond the
final whistle of the Seattle
Seahawks' 29-13 victory
over the New England Po-
friots. The league's "Green
Legacy" program ensures
materials used for the one-
day event find permanent
homes in the community:
Food and Material Dona-
tions: The NFL partnered
with over 30 local organi-
zations, including schools
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and food banks, to repur-
pose items used during the
game. Donations of surplus
food and building materials
were expected to match
or exceed the $800,000
value seen in 2025.
Infrastructure Repurposing:
Temporary infrastructure
such as fencing, banners,
and carpeting was collect-
ed by the NFL Green team
for donation. For instance,
the Santa Clara Unified
School District planned to
repurpose these materials
for park maintenance and
artfs projects.

Coastal and Urban Green-
ing: Following the 2025
model in New Orleans—
where 50 tons of oyster
shells were used for artificial
reefs and glass was pro-
cessedinto sand for coastal
restoration—the 2026 event
prioritized urban reforesta-
tion and native tree plant-
ing across the Bay Area.

Super Bowl Waste Diversion
Milestones

The NFL has been refining
its sustainability playbook
for over 30 years, consis-
tently breaking records for
resource recovery.

Sip champagne, savor in fresh, flavorful dishes,
and celebrate Sunday in style

Unwind with an a la carte brunch in the Caribbean’s most romantic setting,
where every table offers a stunning oceanfront view. Whether you choose the
cool comfort of elegant indoor dining or our open-air deck, you'll enjoy refined
service, exquisite cuisine, and a relaxed ambiance like no other.

Located at Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort

Adults only - Cashless
No groups over 6

$70 per person (including one

bottle of Champagne per couple)

Reservations Required
+297 583-n100 ext. 109
elements@bucuti.com

Event

Diversion Rate

Key Sustainability
Achievement

(2025)

Super Bowl LII 921% First Super Bowl
(2018) to reach the
90% zero-waste
threshold.
Super Bowl LVII 92.6% Record-setting
(2023) diversion rate for
a championship
game.
Super Bow! LVIII 90%+ 12,000 Ibs of food
(2024) waste donated
to local livestock
farms.
Super Bowl LIX 90%+ Recovered 250

tons of material;
delivered a Net
Zero Energy event.

Super Bowl LX
(2026)

90%+ (Projected)

Full-scale
implementation
of Al sorting
and reusable
packaging.

By integrating sustainability info every aspect of the
game—ifrom the food fans eat to the bins they use—the
NFL is proving that America's most-watched sporting
event can be a powerful catalyst for a cleaner future. (]

New Pokemon titles on
horizon as 30th anniversary

approaches

Attendees wearing Pikachu hats play Pokemon GO on their
smartphones during the in-person Pokemon GO Tour: Kalos Los
Angeles 2026 at the Rose Bowl Stadium in Pasadena, California,
on February 20, 202é.

Pikachu and friends are set

fo return to consoles in two
new games next year, the
Pokemon Company said
Friday, as it celebrated 30
years of the monster-col-
lecting franchise.

Set for release on Ninten-
do's latest Switch 2 console,
"Pokemon Winds" and "Poke-
mon Waves" will see the
fan-favourite critters return
and new beasties emerge
as players explore a colour-
ful, fropical world stretching
down to the ocean floor.
The Pokemon Company --
jointly owned by Nintendo,
Japanese studio Game
Freak and the Creatures

company -- controls the
brand for the franchise with
more than 1,000 "pocket
monsters" to date.
Longtfime followers of the se-
ries will also be able to play
the original games released
for the portable Game Boy
in 1996 on Switch, Nintendo
said.

The next volley of Pokemon
games was revealed just
before the release of a new
spinoff, "Pokopia", for Switch
2 on March 5.

Pokemon rapidly grew into
a global phenomenon fol-
lowing the first titles' release
on Game Boy.(
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The Hospital Bed of the Future is in Your Bedroom:

Celebrating the 5-Year extension of the "hospital-at-Home" Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. — In @
moment of rare bipartisan
consensus, the United States
has taken a definitive step
foward a more compas-
sionate and efficient health-
care future. With the formall
passage and signing of
the Acute Hospital Care at
Home Extension Act, millions
of Americans have gained
the right to recover where
they feel safest: in their own
homes.
This landmark legislation ex-
tends the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services
(CMS) waiver for an addi-
tional five years, securing the
program through December
31, 2029. For patients, fami-
lies, and healthcare provid-
ers, this is more than just a
policy update; it is a victory
for the human side of medi-
cine.

Restoring Dignity to

Recovery

The "Hospital-at-Home" mod-
el represents a paradigm
shift. For decades, an acute
ilness—be it a severe bout
of pneumonia, a flare-up of
congestive heart failure, or
a complex skin infection—
meant an automatic, often
stressful admission to a tradi-
tional hospital ward.
Under the newly extended
waiver, eligible patients can
now "admit" themselves to
their own spare bedrooms.
The American Medical As-
sociation (AMA) reports that
the benefits are immediate
and profound. Patients sleep
in their own beds, eat food
they enjoy, and remain sur-
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House Minority Leader Hakeem lJeffries (D-NY) and fellow Democratic leaders hold a rally to
demand the House vote to extend Obamacare subsidies on the East Front Steps of U.S. Capitol on
December 18, 2025 in Washington, DC.

rounded by the healing pres-
ence of family and pets. This
isn't just about comfort; it's
about clinical outcomes.
Data consistenfly  shows
that home-based patients
are less likely to suffer from
hospital-induced delirium,
a common and dangerous
complication for seniors in
unfamiliar, noisy clinical en-
vironments.

The "Safety First" Success
Story
Skeptics originally ques-
fioned whether a living
room could truly match the
safety of a high-tech hospitall
wing. Half a decade of data
has provided a resounding
"yes." Through the use of

advanced remote patient
monitoring (RPM), patients
are under the "digital eye" of
medical professionals 24/7.
Smart sensors track vitals
like heart rate, oxygen lev-
els, and blood pressure in
real-time, instantly alerting
a central command cen-
ter if a patient’s condition
deviates. Coupled with at
least two in-person visits per
day from nurses or para-
medics, the safety profile of
home care has proven to
be equal to, and in some
cases better than, traditional
inpatient care. Specifically,
home-based patients see
a dramatic reduction in
hospital-acquired infections
(HAls)—deadly "superbugs"

that often thrive in traditional
facilities but are absent in
the home.

A lifeline for the

Healthcare System
The benefits of the Act ex-
tend far beyond the indi-
vidual patient. Our nation’s
hospitals have long been un-
der immense strain, facing
chronic bed shortages and
exhausted staff. By moving
stable, acute patients info
a home setting, the Hospi-
tal-at-Home program func-
tions as a "virfual expansion,"
freeing up brick-and-mortar
beds for the most critical
cases, such as trauma vic-
tims or those requiring com-
plex surgeries.

Economically, the model is
a win for the taxpayer. By
reducing the overhead as-
sociated with large physical
facilities and shortening re-
covery tfimes, the Medicare
frust fund stands to save bil-
lions over the next decade. It
is arare "triple-win" in public
policy: better for the patient,
better for the provider, and
better for the budget.

The Five-Year Horizon
The decision to grant a five-
year extension rather than
a shorter two-year patch
is particularly significant.
It provides the long-term
certainty that health sys-
tems need to invest in the
necessary technology and
staffing. Major institutions like
Mayo Clinic, Johns Hopkins,
and Kaiser Permanente can
now refine their digital plat-
forms and fraining programs,
knowing the reimbursement
framework is stable through
the end of the decade.

As we look toward 2030, this
extension paves the way
for even more innovations,
such as mobile imaging (X-
rays and ultrasounds) per-
formed at the bedside and
expanded physical therapy
programs delivered in the
backyard.

The Acute Hospital Care at
Home Extension Actreminds
us that while medicine is a
science of high-tech gad-
gefs and complex chemistry,
the most powerful toolin the
healing arsenal remains the
comfort of home.[]

Stanford Breakthrough: “Immune system
reset” cures Type 1 diabetes in mice

STANFORD, CA — In a ma-
jor leap toward a perma-
nent solution for autoim-
mune diseases, Stanford
Medicine researchers have
successfully reversed Type
1 diabetes (T1D) in mice by
"re-educating" theirimmune
systems. The study, published
in the Journal of Clinical In-
vestigation, achieved a 100%
successrate in both prevent-
ing and curing the disease
without the need for lifelong
insulin or tfoxic immune sup-
pression.

The "Hybrid" Immune Strategy
Led by lead author Preksha
Bhagchandani and senior
author Seung Kim, MD, PhD,
the team addressed the
two primary hurdles of T1D
freatment: the original auto-
immune attack and the re-
jection of fransplanted cells.
Their solution creates mixed
chimerism—a hybrid immune
system containing cells from
both the donor and the re-
cipient. This "reset" allows the
body to accept donor cells
as ifs own while simultane-
ously halting the autoim-

mune destruction of insulin-
producing islet cells.

The Breakthrough Protocol
The researchers utilized a
"gentle" conditioning regi-
men that avoids the harsh
chemotherapy typically
required for stem-cell frans-
plants:

Targeted Preparation: Mice
received low-dose radiation
and specific antibodies (such
as $\alpha$CD117) to clear
space in the bone marrow.
Dual Transplant: A combined
fransplant of blood-forming

from the blood of vaccinated mice, while working on vaccine
and protein research in the Veesler Lab at the University of
Washington on May 10, 2022 in Seattle, Washington.

stem cells and pancreatic is-
let cells from the same donor
was administered.

The Tweak: The addition of
baricitinio, a drug already
used to treat rheumatoid ar-
thritis, was the key to achiev-

ing 100% efficacy.

Results and Safety
The study reported unprec-
edented outcomes:
19 out of 19 mice at high
genetic risk for T1ID never
developed the disease.]
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Will Oscars be 17th time lucky for songwriter Diane Warren?

Beverly Hills, United States
Diane Warren has become
something of a fixture at
Hollywood's annual Oscars
ceremony.

The American songwriter
has been nominated 17
fimes for best original song
starting in 1987, including
each of the last nine years.
Though some of those nods
were for massive hit songs
such as Aerosmith’s “I Don’t
Want to Miss a Thing” from
“Armageddon” and Ce-
line Dion's “Because You
Loved Me"” from “Up Close
and Personal,” Warren has
never won the golden stat-
uette.

But on March 15, luck may
finally be on her side.

“This year's extra special,
because this... is a song |
wrote about me, which,
you know, makes it very
different,” the 68-year-old
tfold AFP. Warren says her
enftry for the 98th Academy
Awards is a letter of love
and empowerment to her
bullied younger self.
Performed by Kesha,
“Dear Me" is part of the
soundfrack fo “Diane War-
ren: Relentless,” a docu-
mentary about her life and
career.

Warren is one of the most

U.S. songwriter Diane Warren nominee for Best Original Song “Dear Me” poses during a photo
session ahead of the 98th Oscars Nominees Luncheon at the Beverly Hilton hotel in Beverly Hills,

California on February 10, 2026.

influential  songwriters in
American music, whose
lyrics have been sung by
everyone from Beyonce,
Cher and Whitney Houston
to Michael Bolton and Eric
Clapton.

“This is my most personal
song I've ever done for a
movie,” Warren said.

It's also a piece that has
resonated with audiences
who identify with the star's

froubled childhood.

“When | was a kid, | was
bullied a lot,” she said.

“l didn’'t have an easy time
growing up and just felt
alone and the world was
against me.

“"Music pretty much saved
me."”

- 'Love letter’ to herself -
That salvation and looking
back on her successful life
now inspired her to cre-
ate something that could

let her younger self know
things would work out.

“I wanted to write a love
letter to her, that you're go-
ing fo be okay,” she said.

“I wanted to write... ‘You
don't know it now, when
you're sitting in your room
crying. You know you're
scared to go to school be-
cause kids want to beat
you up, but you know,
you're going to be okay'.
“’And you're going fo go

back to your (high school)
reunion, they're going to
look really old, you're go-
ing to still look good, too,
on top of it',” she added
with a laugh.

Warren who holds the re-
cord for the most ever nom-
inations without a win was
recognized by the Acad-
emy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences in 2022 with
an honorary award.

But, she says, just being part
of the conversation is the
real honor.

“We're chosen by the best
of the best in fim music
on the planet composers,
songwriters, music editors,”
she said of the nomination
process.

“So if they choose you out
of hundreds of songs or
scores, you've won."
Warren will compete with
“Golden,” the catchy an-
them from “KPop Demon
Hunters,” “Train Dreams,”
from the movie of the same
name, “l Lied to You,”
from “Sinners,” and “Sweet
Dreams of Joy,” composed
by Nicholas Pike for the
documentary “Viva Ver-
dil”, which looks at a refire-
ment home for opera sing-
ersin ltaly.d

Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum discovers new Rembrandt

Amsterdam, Netherlands
The Rijksmuseum in Amster-
dam said Monday it had
uncovered a new painting
by Rembrandtf, using ad-
vanced scanning technol-
ogy and stylistic analysis to
confirm it was crafted by
the Dutch master.

The 1633 work, entitled "Vi-
sion of Zacharias in the

Temple", disappeared from
public view for 65 years, but
was recently handed over
to the museum for testing.

"Materials analysis, stylistic
and thematic similarities,
alterations made by Rem-
brandt, and the overall
quality of the painting all
support the conclusion that
this painting is a genuine

A handler holds Rembrandt's “Young Lion Resting” during a
press preview at Sotheby's Old Masters presentation in New
York on January 30, 2026.

work by Rembrandt van
Rijn," the museum said in a
statement.

The work depicts the bibli-
cal scene of Archangel
Gabriel visiting high priest
Zacharias to inform him he
will have a son: John the
Bapfist.

Galbriel is not depicted in
the painting but light shin-
ing in the upperright corner
heralds his arrival.

"We always hope to find a
new Rembrandt, but this
happens rarely," Riksmuse-
um director Taco Dibbits
told AFP.

The painting disappeared
from public view after a pri-
vate individual purchased
itin 1961. Its current owner
contacted the Rijksmuse-
um, enabling experts to
study the work with modern
analytical tools.

"It was amazing that this
painting  that we didn't

know of came to us via
somebody who sent an
email to say 'could this be
a Dutch painting?', who
really didn't know what he
had," Dibbits said.

- 'A wonderful experience'
The two-year research
showed that the paints
used are also found in
other Rembrandt works of
the period. The painting
technique and build-up of
paint layers are also com-
parable.

Scans revealed "compo-
sifional changes that sup-
port the authenticity of the
work," the museum said.
Finally, the signature has
been deemed original and
analysis of the wooden
panel confirms the date of
1633 on the painting is also
correct.

"The way the painting was
constructed, the different

layers, was typical for Rem-
brandt,"” Riksmuseum cu-
rator Jonathan Bikker told
AFP.

"And it's a dark painting,
and the light is very impor-
tant. Rembrandt, of course,
is all about light and dark
contrast," added Bikker.
The biblical topic is also
typical of the work of the
then 27-year-old artist, said
Petria Noble, a specialist re-
seacher on Rembrandt.
"1633 is really Rembrandt's
early Amsterdam career
and he's really interested
in Bible stories and in history
books," she told AFP.

"So everything fitted in
terms of the material as-
pects, the stylistic aspects...
It was a wonderful experi-
ence," added Noble.

The work is now on long-
term loan to the museum
and will be on display to the
public from Wednesday.]
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Thomas Kazungu Karisa (R), 36, a beneficiary of funding through a non-profit organisation
GiveDirectly, sells Okra pods to a neighbour harvested from his crop on a communal patch of
land where villagers from Milore village have taken advantage to grow food crops due to it's
proximity to a nearby dam in Kilifi County on April 9, 2025.

Sowing the Future: The green revolution
transforming Kenya'’s heartlands

NAIROBI — From the roll-
ing hills of the Rift Valley
to the semi-arid plains of
Makueni, a vibrant green
wave is sweeping across
Kenya. In a year defined
by resilience and ingenuity,
Kenya's agricultural sec-
tor is celebrating a "triple
crown" of success: record-
breaking harvests, a surge
in youthful entrepreneur-
ship, and the successful in-
tegration of climate-smart
technology.

Far from being a tradition-
al "toil in the soil," farming
in Kenya has officially en-
tered its Agri-Tech Era, turn-
ing the nation into a global
blueprint for food security
and rural prosperity.

The "Smart" Harvest

The most visible success
comes from the wide-
spread adoption of Cli-
mate-Smart Agriculture
(CSA) programs. Over the
past 24 months, more than
500,000 smallholder farmers
have fransitioned from rain-
fed reliance to precision so-
lar irrigation.

The results have been trans-
formative:

Yield Surges: Maize and
potato yields in participat-
ing counties have risen by
an average of 45%.

Water Efficiency: New so-
lar-powered drip systems
have reduced water waste
by 60%, allowing farmers
to grow high-value crops
even during fradifional dry
seqasons.

Export Excellence: Kenya
has solidified its position as
a global powerhouse in av-
ocados and macadamia
nuts, with export volumes
hitting an all-time high in
early 2026.

The Rise of the "Agri-Pre-
neur"

Perhaps the most heart-
warming development s
the changing face of the
Kenyan farmer. For de-
cades, agriculture  was
seen as a fallback for the
older generation. Today, it
is the first choice for the "Tik-
Tok Generation."

Through initiatives like the
Kenya Youth in Agriculture

(KYA) strategy, thousands
of university graduates are
returning to their family
land, armed with drones,
data apps, and hydropon-
ic kits. These "Agri-preneurs"
are treating their farms like
startups, using digital mar-
ketplaces like M-Farm and
DigiFarm to bypass middle-
men and sell directly to in-
ternational buyers and lo-
cal supermarkets.

"I used to want a desk job
in Nairobi," says 24-year-old
Sarah Musyoka, who now
runs a thriving hydroponic
stfrawberry farm in Machao-
kos. "Now, | am an em-
ployer. | use my phone to
monitor soil moisture, and
my profits are friple what |
would have earned in an
office."

Empowering the Commu-
nity

The success isn't just mea-
sured in fons of produce; it’s
measured in the vibrancy
of rural life. With increased
incomes, farming commu-
nities are seeing a surge in
local investment.

Sank of Aruba sues Hesell Arcer
statements he made on live Lol i

Mystery benefactor gifts
Osaka $3.6M in gold bars
for aging waterworks

OSAKA, Japan — In an extraordinary display of civic
philanthropy, the city of

Osaka has been left "speechless” following an anony-
mous donation of 21 kilograms (46 Ibs) of solid gold
bars. The gift, valued at approximately 560 million yen
($3.6 million), came with one explicit instruction: use it
to repair and replace the city’s aging water pipes.

A Staggering Act of Generosity

Osaka Mayor Hideyuki Yokoyama revealed the bul-
lion totaling 21 individual bars during a press confer-
ence, describing the donation as "staggering”. The
Osaka City Waterworks Bureau received the gold dis-
creetly in November 2025, but the news was only re-
cently made public.

The Donor: Remains entirely anonymous. Notably, the
same individual previously donated 500,000 yen in
cash specifically for municipal waterworks.

The Motive: The benefactor reportedly decided fo
act after seeing frequent news reports of major water
leaks and sinkholes caused by deteriorating infrastruc-
ture across Japan.

Osaka’s Underground Crisis

While the donation is massive, it highlights the sheer
scale of the city's infrastructure challenge. Osaka is Jo-
pan's third-largest city, and much of its subterranean
network dates back to the rapid postwar economic
boom of the 1960s and 70s.

Deteriorating Pipes: Over 20% of Japan's water pipes
have exceeded their 40-year legal service life.

Leak Frequency: Osaka recorded 92 cases of pipe
leaks under public roads in the fiscal year ending
March 2025.

Cost of Repair: Renovating just a 1.2-mile (2km) seg-
ment of pipe costs roughly 500 million yen ($3.2 million)
nearly the entire value of the gold donation.]
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100g gold bullion bars of the German precious metals trading
company Degussa (Deutsche Gold- und Silber-Scheide-
Anstalt - German Gold and Silver Refining) are pictured in
Dortmund, western Germany on February 9, 2026.
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Vietnham Al law takes effect, first in Southeast Asia

Hanoi, Vietnam

A law regulating artificial
intfeligence went into ef-
fect in Vietnam on Sunday,
making it the first country in
Southeast Asia with a com-
prehensive framework on
the booming technology.
Passed by the National As-
sembly in December, the
low focuses on the risks
posed by generatfive Al,
requiring human oversight
and confrol along the lines
of the European Union's
landmark Al Act.

Many nations are moving
to address the dangers of
chatbots and image gen-
erators  from misinforma-
tion to online abuse and
copyright violations  but
few have enacted legisla-
fion.

The legislation, which is in
force as of March 1, "paves
the way for Vietnam to
deeply integrate with in-
ternational standards while
maintaining digital sover-
eignty", the government
said in a December report.
It requires companies to
clearly label Al-generated
contfent such as deepfakes
that cannot readily be dif-
ferentiated from reality.

It also requires them to dis-
close to customers when
they are interacting with an

A worker uses a mobile phone at a park in Hanoi on December 18, 2023.

arfificial rather than human
agent.

The law applies to develop-
ers as well as providers and
deployers of the technol-
ogy, whether they are Viet-
namese organisations or
foreign entities operating in
the country.

Vietnam has set ambitious
double-digit growth targets
for the next five years, with
expansion of the digital
economy a key part of its
development strategy.

Al and the data economy

are "pillars" of a "more sus-
fainable and smarter new
development" model,
Prime Minister Pham Minh
Chinh was quoted as say-
ing Wednesday on the
government's website.
Under the law, the govern-
ment will establish a nation-
al Al computing centre, im-
proved data resources and
large language models in
Vietnamese.

- 'Not the final word' -
So far only a handful of

countries have implement-
ed far-reaching regulatory
frameworks on Al.

The United States has op-
posed what Vice President
JD Vance called "exces-
sive regulation”, warning
it could stfifle innovation in
the key sector.

In January, South Korea
became the first country
to have an Al law take full
effect, while the European
Union is gradually phasing
in a set of rules that will be-
come completely applica-

ble in 2027.

While Vietnam's law is a
regulatory milestone, ana-
lysts said its impact would
depend on how the gov-
ernment enforces it and on
what guidance it issues on
implementation.

The law is "not the final
word" but rather a "decisive
starting point", Vietham-
based LNT & Partners law
firm said in an analysis on ifs
website.

"It establishes responsibil-
ity, human confrol, and risk
management as the gov-
erning themes of Al regula-
tion," the firm said.

However, it added, "the
frue impact wil depend
on implementing decrees,
sectoral regulafions, and
enforcement practice”.
Patrick Keil, senior legal
adviser at law firm DFDL,
called the law "a significant
statement of national am-
bition" but told AFP busi-
nesses will continue to face
some uncertainty about
their obligations until the
government issues further
guidance.

At an Al summit hosted by
New Delhi in February, 91
countries and international
organisations called for
"secure, frustworthy and ro-
bust" AL

Yangtze River rebirth: 10-year fishing ban halts decades of
ecological decline

WUHAN, China — In one of
the most significant fresh-
water conservation suc-
cess stories in decades, a
new study reveals that the

Yangtze River is undergo-
ing a dramatic ecological
recovery. Just five vyears
info a landmark 10-year
fishing ban, researchers re-

Cargo ships sail on the Yangtze River in Wuhan, in China's
central Hubei province on December 22, 2024, ahead of the
fifth anniversary of China confirming its first death from the
Covid-19 coronavirus.

port that the "Mother River"
of China is teeming with
life once again, reversing a
70-year downward spiral of
biodiversity loss.

The "Goddess" Returns: Fin-
less Porpoise Population
Soars

According fo recent offi-
cial data, the population
of the

Yangtze finless porpoise
he river's crifically endan-
gered flagship species and
a vital "barometer" of its
healthhas climbed to 1,426
individuals. This represents
a significant increase from
the 2022 survey and a
nearly 40% rebound from
the population low record-
edin 2017.

Unprecedented Recovery

Metrics

The study, published in the
journal Science in February
2026, analyzed fish com-
munities across 57 sections
of the river's main stem. The
results are a testament to
the resilience of nature:
Biomass Explosion: Total
fish biomass has more than
doubled compared to pre-
ban levels.

Species  Diversity:  Re-
searchers recorded 351
fish species in the basin,
an increase of 43 species
compared to the period
before the moratorium.
Endangered Sightings:
Rare species thought to be
on the brink are reappear-
ing. The

Chinese high-fin banded
shark

was recorded naturally

reproducing in 2024 and
2025 for the first time in
over 20 years.

A Model for Global Con-
servation

Launched in January 2021,
the ban required a massive
social and financial effort,
including the retirement of
111,000 fishing boats and
the reseftlement of 231,000
fishers info new industries
with government support.
International experts are
hailing the results as a blue-
print for other major water-
ways. Sébastien Brosse, a
biologist at the University
of Toulouse, described it as
"the most positive freshwa-
ter conservation story" he
has seen in 20 years.
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Aruba’s underwater wonderland

(Oranjestad)—Exploring the underwater wonders is something you
should definitely do during your stay in Aruba. The underwater world has
everything to offer that makes a snorkel trip so exceptional; an impres-
sive, colorful sea life with exotic fishes, turtles and beautiful coral reef.
The historic shipwrecks, located on the Aruban seabed are also worth a
visit. Aruba is known for its white beaches and blue oceans, which means
there are many fascinating under water spots you can explore. So take
your snorkeling gear and visit some of these top places for underwater
exploration.

Tres Trapi

‘Tres Trapi’ means three steps in Papiamento. The beach is called Tres
Trapi because it is accessible by a tiny stairway carved into the rocky
coastline. Tres Trapiis a small beach, located on the north-western side of
the island, an approximately 5 to 10 minute drive from Palm Beach. From
the unique steps you walk right into the clear and turquoise blue ocean.
While you're snorkeling, you will encounter all kind of tropical fishes and
sea stars. The kind of starfish you will find in the Aruban waters is the red
cushion sea star. This is a starfish that is commonly found in the shallow
waters of the Caribbean Sea and if you are lucky during your snorkel-
ing visit fo Tres Trapi, you may come across one of the green sea turtles.
Respect the animals, keep your distance and just enjoy the view. Also
remember; it is a once in a life time experience.

Antilla shipwreck
Antilla is a 400-foot-long long ship, built in 1939 in Haomburg, Germany.
Anfilla came to Aruba, because it had to find a neutral port. When Ger-
many invaded the Netherlands on May 10, 1940, the crew decided to let
their own ship sink, to prevent it from falling into the hands of the Dutch
Navy. Antilla lies on its portside in Malmok bay, and the sunken WWII ship
is now one of Aruba’s most popular snorkeling and dive spots. However,
the ship wreck can only be reached by boat. The ship is visible from the
surface and during your snorkeling frip you be surrounded by hundreds
of fropical fishes, but the ship wreck alone is already impressive enough.

Baby Beach

Baby beach is alagoon with crystal blue ocean. The beach islocated on
the southern part of the island. On the way to the famous beach, you wiill
drive through the old capital of Aruba, San Nicolas. The old Aruban cul-
ture can be sfill felt and experienced here, so do not hesitate to get out
of your car and walk around for a while. Baby beach is a child friendly
beach, since it is shallow and the water has a pleasant temperature.
The name therefore fits well with the beach. Further in the lagoon, you'll
find a lof of people snorkeling. This is an excellent spot to go under water
exploring—but do take care not to go foo far out; outside the lagoon
the waves can be pretty rough! In the lagoon there is an area marked
until where it is recommended to snorkel and on the beach you will find
different facilities. It is a perfect beach to spend your day snorkeling and
relaxing.

Mangel Halto

Mangel Halto beach is located in Savaneta, on the southern-west part
of the island. The beach is different from the other beaches in Aruba;
it is beach full of mangroves. The main enfrance to reach the beach is
through a small bridge that takes you through the mangrove trees. There
are diverse spots where you can enjoy a perfect beach day, accom-
panied with wooden stairs built fo allow easy access to the water and a
dock to sit on and enjoy the view. Mangel Halto is also worth a visit for the
snorkeling experience. Inside the bay, the water is clear and you'll find
many colorful fish. Outside the bay is a bit more challenging for beginners
because of the wind and the waves, but the coral is alive and it is snorkel
heaven.
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Casago

Casago Aruba:

for elevating the island’s tourism experience.
Built on a strong foundation of service, hospi-
tality, and a keen eye for quality, the Casago
team—backed by over 16 years of experi-
ence in the vacation rental and hospitality in-
dustry—is on a mission to redefine what luxury
and convenience look like for travelers visiting

Aruba.

But Casago is more than just a vacation rental
platform. It is a full-service property manage-
ment company, offering seamless experiences

Ny

for both guests and homeown-
ers alike. While travelers ben-
efit from handpicked accom-
modations and personalized
service, homeowners gain a
reliable partner dedicated to
the care and performance of
their property.

A Stay Tailored to You

Casago Aruba offers more
than just stylish villas. Their cu-
rated portfolio includes a wide
variety of condos, homes, and

maximize rental income while

minimizing stress. Services in-

clude:

* Promotion through Caso-
go's professional booking
platform and expert local
marketing strategies

e Complete management
of check-ins, guest com-
munication, cleanings,

landscaping, pool mainte-
nance, and repairs

* Transparent maintenance
reporting, real-fime reser-

Redefining Island Stays with Full-Service Property Management

villas in different sizes fo suit
all types of travelers—from
solo adventurers and couples e
to large families and groups.
Every stay is backed by local
expertise, with concierge sup- °

site security monitoring

quirements

vation fracking, and on-

Full handling of tax filings
for both local and state re-

Monthly property inspec-

to the local community and

port, 24/7 guest assistance,
and an attention to detail that
consistently exceeds expecta-
fions.

Whether you're here to relax
on world-famous beaches, ex-
plore Aruba’s culfural gems, or
discover hidden corners of the
island, Casago Aruba ensures
your getaway is as smooth as
it is memorable.

A Partner for Homeowners

Behind the scenes, Casago of-
fers a robust suite of property
management services de-
signed fo help homeowners

tions and full utility bill man-

agement
e Strategic planning to help
homeowners increase

profitability and keep their
properties in top condition

This full-service model ensures
that every home is maintained
fo the highest standard while
giving property owners full
peace of mind.

Rooted in Community and Sus-
tainability

What truly sets Casago Aru-
ba apart is their commitment

to sustainable practices. The
team works closely with local
businesses and artisans, pro-
motes eco-conscious travel,
and supports initiatives that
contribute positively to the is-
land’s environment and econ-
omy.

As one of the fastest-growing
vacation rental and property
management companies
on the island, Casago Aruba
continues to expand its foot-
print—welcoming more travel-
ers, partnering with more hom-
eowners, and raising the stan-
dard of hospitality in Aruba.(

Enjoy one of the best views on Aruba at the top of the Hooiberg Hill

(Oranjestad)—If you are a regu-
lar hiker, or maybe want to spice
up your morning work out session,
then you might enjoy one of the
most popular climbing sites on the

island: The Hooiberg Hill. Accom-
panied with a 600-step staircase,
this hill overlooks a great part of
the island, the Caribbean sea, and
sometimes even the Santa Anna

mountain located in the coastal
state of Falcon in Venezuela, pro-
viding one of the best views you
can get on Aruba.

located at the center district of the
island, Santa Cruz, the Hooiberg
Hill is the second highest point on
the island at 165 meters above sea
level (or about 540 feet above sea
level). The highest point is Jamano-
ta Hill at 189 meters (620 feet), lo-
cated in the Arikok National Park.

The staircase that run on the side of
the hill was first built in 1951, when
Mr. Eduardo Tromp constructed it.
At that time, the staircase consist-

ed of 900 steps. Over time, as the
steps faced erosion, the govern-
ment decided to renovate these
stairs in 1991. This new project de-
livered the newer staircase with
only 587 steps. However, don't be
fooled—it may sfill be a work out
to get on top. In addition, there is
now a gazebo placed halfway up
the stair for a little rest. The view at
this resting stop is also a sight fo see.

The best time to climb the hillwould
be early in the morning or right be-
fore sunset, as it may not be as hot.
However, the hill is of course open
all day, every day.d
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

CASINO AND SHOPS

Earn
DOUBLE POINTS
all day long!

Use your Players’ Club card
to play our slots and we’ll
DOUBLE your points!

GJA(GGM%“& Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoalhambra.com

Play Respansibly. Visit www.gomblersanarymeus.org if you or someane you knaw has o gambling problem,

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzels | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & More
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lozy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restauran, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Birds of Aruba

ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010, the Aruba
Birdlife Conservation was founded with the aim
of protecting the biodiversity in general and
birds in and around Aruba in particular.

Among other things, the foundation will focus
on increasing the survival chances of species
of wild birds by promoting their preservation
and conservation. The foundation publishes the
most beautiful pictures of local birds on their so-
cial media that show us the beauty of Aruba’s
birds and nature in general. Aruba Today gives
you a little peek with the following pictures and

descriptions from the foundations Facebook
page.

The Great Egret
Serenity in Aruba’s National Park, a Great Egret
flying in peace. When it is peaceful and quite,
beautiful things start happening in nature.

Canadian in the house
The breeding season is over and it's getting
pretty cold in North America. Shore birds have

started moving southwards as early as July. This
wetland beauty wants to keep its toes warm.
Our Canadian friends know exactly where they
can do so best. A Greater Yellowlegs rediscov-
ering Aruba’s Bubali Wetlands.

Cabochon

In its living form of so much more value than
any gemstone. Aruba’s smallest and most mas-
ter of flight. A top pollinator. A hovering Blenchi
inspecting the human who just entered his terri-
tory. English: Blue-tailed Emerald (male) Dutch:
Blauwstaartsmaragdkolibrie (mannetje).
Aruba’s to enjoy. Aruba’s to protect.]

“Aruba to me is a fairytale”

ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like to portrait you! By in-
viting you to send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying our

Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Arubatomeis ....... Send your picture with that
text (including your name and where you are from) to: news@arubato-
day.com and we will publish your vacation memory. Isn’'t that a special
way to keep your best moments alive? Please do note: By submitting
photos, text or any other materials, you give permission to The Aruba
Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affiliated
companies to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for pro-

moftional purposes without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and Facebook
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to make

you a happy reader every day again.

For today we received a lovely message from Laura & Nicholas Najjar

from Boston, Massachusetts.

They wrote to us saying:
and Happily Ever After”

Thank you for sending us this wonderful message sharing what Aruba

means to you with us and our readers!(]

“Aruba to me is a fairytale: Once Upon a Time

o
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Keeping up with the conniving spider...
Nanzi fools Cha Tiger

Many years ago, Cha*
Tiger did not live in the
mondi*, but among civ-
il society. Back then, he
was feared by everyone.
When he walked past in a
halfway, everyone around
would make room immedi-
ately, that's how ferocious
he was.

One night a group of friends
was hanging out and they
were talking about Cha Ti-
ger. “You know, that tiger
sure is incredibly strong and
| don’t frust him one bit. He
probably eats a lot too. Oh,
I'm so scared of him!” one

person said.

“"Oh, don't be stupid! What
can Cha Tiger do?2 He's all
bark and no bite, that's it.
| certainly am not afraid of

Z2x1l on
pastas

the
menu.

him. | bet you guys that |
could even sit on his back
like I would any donkey.”
It was Nanzi who said this.
The people around him
laughed at his remarks,
thinking how silly it was for
him fo say such things.

“You, Nanzi? You are such
a liar! He'll stomp you into
next Tuesday, stop saying
such nonsense.”

“I'm not lying!” Nanzi de-
fended himself. “He'll take
me all the way to Shon
Arei*."

The next morning, Shon Arei
already knew of what Nan-
zi had been saying about
Cha Tiger. He was really
curious to see if Nanzi was
brave enough to put his

D122

money where his mouth is.
Cha Tiger walked past.

“Hey, Cha Tiger!” someone
called to him. He growled
at the person. “Hey, Cha
Tiger! Listen!”

“Nanzi made fun of you,
said he wasn't afraid of
you at alll Said he could sit
on your back and that you
weren't as strong as we
think you are.”

Cha Tiger stopped dead in
his tracks, furious. “Well, I'll
set him straight!” Cha Tiger
ran toward Nanzi's house,
prepared to feach Nanzi
a painful lesson. The entire
way there he was growling
and yelling, making every-
one around aware what
was going to happen. They

£ BIA

s BEROSTAR
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-‘ﬂ R
all ran inside and peaked
through the blinds to see
the fight that was going to
unfold.

Nanzi also heard Cha Ti-
ger's screams, slowly get-
ting closer and closer.
He was terrified. His face
turned pale, and his teeth
started  chattering  like
someone with a high fever.
Sweat was dripping down
his forehead.

When Cha Tiger arrived at
Nanzi's place, he stormed
in and saw Nanzi's frail
body lying face down in
the corner. “Hey, how are
you, Cha Tigere” Nanzi
asked, his voice frembling.
“I Heard you were making
fun of me in front of your
little friends, so | came to
hear from your own mouth
what you have fo say to
me,” Cha Tiger retorted, sfill
fuming.

“Me2 Talk bad about
you?2" Nanzi chuckled ner-
vously. “People are such
liars, I swear. Can't you see
how sick | am here?2” Nanzi
took a pause, like some-
one who couldn't breathe
properly. In his case of
course, it was probably
from extreme fear. “Shi
Maria* wanted to take me
to Shon Arei, where some-
one can heal me from my
illness.” Still wrapped up in
his act, Nanzi turned back
face down. “Me, a father
of nine little children...”

Cha Tiger was shocked.
Nanzi looked absolutely
terrible, God knows he was

dying.

“Cha Tiger, you're strong.
Could you put me on your
back and take me to Shon
Arei, | can barely walk,”
Nanzi pleaded. Cha Tiger
took pity on the spider and
agreed to do this favor.
Nanzi climbed on the fi-
ger's back, letting his body

fall down ond grobblng
on fo Cha Tiger's neck.
“Would you mind putting a
rope in your mouth so | can
hold on?2 That way | can sit
up straight,” Nanzi asked.
Cha Tiger growled in re-
luctance but said OK. And
so they made their way to
Shon Arei.

Once they started fraveling
through the mondi, Nanzi
turned to Cha Tiger and
said: “These mosquitos are
so annoying! Cha Tiger, do
you mind if | cut a piece of
branch so | can keep these
mosquitos away?2” Cha Ti-
ger let him take his branch.

Eventually they made it
out the mondi to where ev-
eryone else was. Nanzi im-
mediately perked up and
whacked Cha Tiger with his
branch, making the tiger
jump. He ran all the way to
Shon Arei's castle. Exhaust-
ed, he plumped down in
front of His Majesty.

“See, Shon Arei¢ Cha Tiger
ain’t nothing but a big don-
key!” Nanzi said proudly.
Everyone around cheered:
“"Hurray, Nanzi!” Poor Cha
Tiger was so embarrassed
that he was fooled by the
conniving spider, and so he
ran info the mondi to hide.
To this day, it's said that the
tiger still hides away in the
mondi.

Cha: Nickname placed in
front of someone’s name
and can mean anything,
like friend. However, it of-
ten has negative connota-
fions first.

Mondi: dry wooded areas
found on the ABC islands.

Shon Arei: The King

Shi Maria: Nanzi's wife.(

Story and pictures are from
“Kon Nanzi a Nek Shon Arei (i
otro kuentanan antiano di e

araia sabi)” by Nilda Pinto.
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Meet Aruba’s biggest hero, Boy Ecury

(Oranjestad)—As part of
the Kingdom of the Nether-
lands and due to its strate-
gic geolocation, Aruba was
unexpectedly involved in
the Second World War. As
is known around the globe,
this chapter in world history
is one of the most tragic
yet, and many soldiers and
rebels have died on the
front line during this time.

One of those rebels who
have fought against the
Nozi regime, was an Aru-
ban named Segundo Jorge
Adelberto  "Boy”  Ecury.
Born in Aruba on April 23rd,
1922, Boy spent his child-
hood on the island, before
being sent to The Nether-

lands by his father when he
was 15 years old to contin-
ue his studies abroad. This
was in 1937, three years be-
fore WWII broke out.

During the war, he actively
participated in the rebel-

lion in The Netherlands
against the Nazi regime,
but his rebellious streak and
constant drive to fight for
justice began even before
the war broke out. Being a
person of color with a Hai-
fian heritage living in The
Netherlands made him vul-
nerable to discrimination,
and this inspired him to be
an activist, to stand up and
fight against discrimination
and oppression.

After seeing the horrific

bombings of Rofterdam
first-nand, he decided to
join the resistance. At the
same time, he was sfill
studying and living with
family in Tilburg. It was there
where he met people who
printed and distributed the
rebellion newspaper. This
would be the first of three
rebellion group that he
would join throughout his
4-year service to the resis-
tance.

Boy's primary task as mem-
ber of the group was to dis-
fract the German soldiers
while others ran into hiding
info alleyways. This he was
able to do because of his
skin color and confrontfing
demeanor. Boy also partici-
pated in the multiple sabo-
taging operations against
the German military oc-
cupying The Netherlands.
These included bombings
on German military trucks
and trains. The group also
helped people go into hid-
ing, as well as opened fire
against allies of the Nazire-
gime. In these operations,
Boy really stood out for his
cold bloodedness.

In 1943, he received a no-
tice to be placed for work
in Germany. This he re-
fused, of course, and went
info hiding using multiple
addresses in multiple cities.
Because he was a wanted
man, he of course could
not confinue to be active
as a rebel. However, stub-
born and naturally rebel-
lious as he was, he always

o |

tried to join in on the opera-
tions regardless.

In 1944, after his friend Luis
de Lannoy, a fellow rebel
from Curacao, was ar-
rested and executed, he
moved to Delft, where he
joined his third and last
group in Rotterdam. During
this fime, he wrote a good-
bye letter for his family, pos-
sibly knowing the risks of
him being active again in
the big cities.

Eventually, he proved him-
self right. On November
5th, 1944, Boy Ecury was
arrested by German sol-
diers. He was placed in
the “Oranjehotel” prison in
Scheveningen, The Hague,
where he was questioned.
Despite being sold out by
an acquaintance, he him-

self never gave away the
names of his comrades.
Famously, he told his cell
mate: "l will die with a smile
on my face.”

On November 6th, 1944,
Ecury was executed. He
was only 22 years old.
Ecury was buried with mili-
tary honor. In 1949, the Aru-
ban Government erected
a monumental bust of him
in front of what is now the
linear park trail, and in 1984
he received the Resistance
Memorial Cross postmor-
tem.

Boy’s life motto was this: “In
my father’s house, there is
no place for a traitor.”(4

Source: “De Kolibrie op de

Rots (en meer over the ge-

schiedenis van Aruba)” by
Evert Bongers.

Exploring the

SAN NICOLAS— At Just 11
miles southeast from Oran-
jestad you will enter the city
San Nicolas, also known as
Sunrise City or Chocolate
City. A city that is rich in
authentic culture and is-
land charm. San Nicolas is
Aruba’s second largest city
and was once a bustling
company town dominated
by the oil indusiry since the
early 1930’s.

Over the course of four de-
cades, its demographics
had changed immensely
due to a stream of Afro-Ca-
ribbean and South Ameri-
can workers who came
to fill the jobs in the oil re-
finery between the 1920’s

Mainstreet of

until the 1960’s. To this day
fraces of the multicultural
influences in culinary offer-
ings and customs, housing
and population are clearly
visible in San Nicolas — more
than anywhere else on the
island.

Flow of history
If you are looking for history
San Nicolas has it.

The Museum of Industry is
sifuated in the Water Tower
in San Nicolas and narrates
Aruba’s industrial history
which began in the 19th
century. Here you will learn
about gold, aloe, phos-
phate, oil and the tourism
industries which made San

San Nicolas

Nicolas once a bustling
business center. Experi-
ence the touching stories
of those who were part of
this history.

The Community Museum
holds a remarkable collec-
fion that spans millennia.
Ancient fossils stand next
fo tableaus of an authen-
fically recreated colonial
kitchen and bedroom and
19th-century  barbershop,
just to name a few of the
items of old-time Aruba
that has been preserved. A
collection of artifacts and
other objects of artistic, cul-
tural, historical, or scientific
importance can be found
here for the purpose of ed-

ucation or enjoyment.

The new San Nicolas
In the shadow of the refin-
ery, an art capital is quietly
beginning to grow. This is
the new San Nicolas, a
place that is starting fo be-
come a magnet for all that
is young, cool and hip in
Aruba. Indeed, San Nicolas
has all of the ingredients of
an emerging cultural hub
— varied history, interesting
architecture, and, perhaps
most importantly, an urban
layout that makes it walk-
able. As you walk around,
the streets are silent but
the walls are loud, filled
with bright, colorful murals
painted by a collection

of artists from around the
world.

DIVI VILLAGE TIMESHARES
FOR RENT
"CRALZY DR. CHRIS ~ HIS
PRICES ARE INSANENI"
WE WILL MATCH/BEAT ANY
COMPETITOR'S PRICES!
Start Low Season $1299 /
High Season $2299 wk
Studio Full Kitchen
Cell (707) 277-1188

ArubaRentals1@GMail.com
www.ArubaRentals1.com
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CROSSWORD Cruise ship Schedule: March 03-06 2026
By THOMAS JOSEPH | ARR | | DEPT | | BERTH |
ACROSS DOWN .
1 Planets 1 Track | Tue | [03]| | cARNIVAL HORIZON 08.00 | | 22.00 B (1]
path shape SEVEN SEAS GRANDEUR 10.30 | | 22.00 = | £]
6 Trivial 2 Take NORWEGIAN SKY 13.30 | | 22.30 i [ 1]
n tOhne ?f 3 ng:rs V | wep | [ 04| | BRILLIANCE OF THE SEAS 08.00 *Ees B [1]
€ slings ’ A AMBASSADOR SHIP 3 09.00 | | 18.00 = | 1|
12Putona &.g. | BRILLIANT LADY 10.00 | | 22.00 ' 1
pedestal 4 Alling N —
13 Ibsen 5 Animal B | THU | [ 05| | sriciance oF e seas - pept. shae 18.00 B [« ]
play suet MAJESTIC PRINCESS 07.00 | | 16.00 c 1|
15Rent out & Composer . . SERENADE OF THE SEAS 08.00 | | 18.00 ! 1
16 Rap’s _ Gustay 20 Relaxmg 33 Hair ===
Nas X 7 Wedding resort goo | eri | [06| | cARNIVAL GLORY 09.00 | | 22.00 B [1]
17 Silent words 21 Deli meat 34 Blend NORWEGIAN STAR 11.00 | | 20.00 [S |1 |
assent 8 Person, 22 Tear 35 Cry of
24 S8L dist \ /
18 Apple place, Py 26 FIIS ress > N\
centers or thing offenng ex .
20 Smallest 9 Words of 25 Snooze 38 Bumpkin HelprI prS fOI' YOUI' Stqy on AI'U bCI
mammal app_roxi- 26 Count 39 Ft"e i (Oranjestad)—When traveling to another country, especially for the first time, it is always
23 African mation ftar‘l ) stand-in better to be over-prepared than under-prepared. That is why we have a list of basicbut
charger ~ 100Oboe E’a” 30 Raf-fl'”g 40 Gumbo important information that we think may come in handy to Aruba'’s visitors.
27Bucket 14 Knight's Bull” star vege-
28 Persia, address 31 "“Camp- table
today 18 Star town 42 Tiny 1 i
29 Really 19 Polo, Races” 43Usea
stoked for one snippet towel 5 %
31 Hang L - I L 8 |7 [ |2 |10
39 Igosgly i 12 Electrical power
34 Clre = ) Aruba generally operates
ry on 110V to 127V supply safet
Loudly 15 16 17 voltage and é0Hz. There Drinking water Since Februa y2024 Aru-
37 The‘ e e are also three types of The water that flows v .
Matrix" o . ba has been categorized
outlets used on the is through the sinks of ev- th fest by i
hero S A 2 S land: type A withtwo flat | ery house, hotels and o e serest coniry
38 Carmival . . L _ the Caribbean by The
' 57 R prongs; type B with two other establishments is Telegraph, and man
city flat and one grounding distiled and perfectly tourist th f isit h fy
41 Ibsen 29 30 3 prong, and on occasion, safe to drink. Aruba’s Tgﬁr’lrsold UGS hv(ljs\lv Thcgefeoe_l
play = 23 type F with two round drinking water exceeds safe to explore ‘rheiZIond
44 Central prong and two earth clips WHO's internationall or walk around at niaht
45 Shady % 35 36 57 %8 3940 on the side. However, standards  for water However rare incidgnfs'
spot A 43 43 Type Ais most commonly quality, so there is no do occur,s 50 keep your-
46 Cowboy found in homes and es- need to buy bottled self and <’>urbelon nas
contest 44 45 tablishments. water from the store. safe v gng
47 African 36 7 : v,
scavenger — | ~\
To play sudoku, use logic to fill the empty squares so that each
AXYDLBAAXR rovlv, each ch,)Iurr?n g?rd elach 3x3 box <f:ontaiMns tI;e numeerZ 1-9
, only once. Puzzle difficulty increases from Monday to Sunday.
isLONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used i (Ot S s
for the three L’s, X for the two Os, etc. Single letiers,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 3) 9 4 113
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.
3-14 CRYPTOQUOTE 4 1 3 2 Answer to previous puzzle
2 3 5 6/3/2|7/8/5(9/1|4
FVv CYXV SVPITGV WH'G HQV 7/5/9]|2/4|1|8|3|6
7 3 2 g |8[1]4]6/3]9]|7/5]2
5 3 2 6 g 3|2/ 8|1/5/4(6/9|7|:
= 9|17(1|3|6/8(2(4|5]5
=] S
YBCN HMTYV [ZXVBHTMV. 9 7 6 5 ugf 546972183%
8 4|8|7(5/9/6|3/2]|1 ;
9 412 718 1% 2|/6/5|8[1|3[4|7 |9
_ = [1]9]/3]4]2]7|5|6]8
BWIIW ‘AWYXIBBW 3 1 8 9 6 2 Ll A
~ Cryptoquote: AMATEURS SIT AND M
WAIT FOR INSPIRATION; THE REST OF US §
JUST GET UP AND GO TO WORK. — STEPHEN 7 1 o
KING Difficulty: %% 3/3
. J J
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El Nino may return in 2026 and make
planet even hotter

Paris, France

The warming El Nino weath-
er phenomenon could form
later this year, potentially
pushing global tempero-
tures to record heights.
There is a 50- to 60-per-
cent chance of El Nino
developing during the July-
September period and be-
yond, according to the US
National Oceanic and At-
mospheric  Administration
(NOAA).

The World Meteorological
Organization will issue an
update on El Nino on Tues-
day.

Here's what you need to
know about El Nino and its
cooler sister, La Nina:

- Why the name? -

El Nino and ifs cooler sister
La Nina are two phases of
a natural climate pattern
across the tropical Pacific
known as the El Nino-South-
ern Oscillation (ENSO).
Peruvion and Ecuadoran
fishermen coined the ferm
El Nino (“the boy" or "the
Christ Child") in the 19th
century for the arrival of
an unusually warm ocean
current off the coast that
reduced their catch just
before Christmas.

Scientists chose the name
La Nina as the opposite of
El Nino. Between the two
events, there is a "neutral
phase.

- El Nino -

El Nino can weaken consis-
tent frade winds that blow
east to west across the
fropical Pacific, influencing
weather by affecting the
movement of warm water
across this vast ocean.

This weakening warms the
usually cooler central and
eastern sides of the ocean,
altering rainfall over the
equatorial  Pacific  and
wind patterns around the
world.

The extra heat at the sur-
face of the Pacific releas-
es energy intfo the atmo-
sphere that can temporarily
drive up global tempero-
tures, which is why El Nino
years are offen among the
warmest on record. "All else
being equal, a typical El
Nino event tends to cause
atemporary increase in the
global mean temperature

General view of lagoons in "Pan de Azucar" Natural Park at the
Paramo el Consuelo in Belen, Boyaca Department, Colombia,
taken on April 21, 2024.

on the order of 0.1C-0.2C"

Nat Johnson, an NOAA
meteorologist, told AFP.

El Nino occurs every two to
seven years.

It typically results in drier
conditions across south-
east Asia, Australia, south-
ern Africa, and northern
Brazil, and wetter condi-
fions in the Horn of Africa,
the southern United States,
Peru and Ecuador.

- Another record? -

The last El Nino occurred in
2023-2024, conftributing fo
making 2023 the second
highest year on record and
2024 the all-time high.
Carlo Buontempo, director
of the European Union's Co-
pernicus Climate Change
Service, told AFP in January
that 2026 could be "anoth-
er record-breaking year" if
El Nino appears this year.
However, El Nino's impact
would be higher in 2027

than in 2026 if it develops
in the second half of this
year, said Tido Semmler, a
climate scientist at Ireland's
National  Meteorological
Service.

"It takes time for the global
atmosphere to react to the
El Nino," he said.

"Having said this, there is a
risk of 2026 being the warm-
est year on record even
without El Nino, due to the
global  warming frend,"
Semmler told AFP.

"2027 would face an in-
creased risk of getting a
record warm year if El Nino
developed in the second
half of 2026," he added.

- La Nina -

The latest La Nina episode
was relatively weak and
short lived, starting in De-
cember 2024 and due
to enter a neutral phase
during the Februady-April
period.[d
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Time - share owners

Are you interested in sell

Your Time - share in Aruba
Call the expert

40 years doing business

Free appraisal and advertise-
ment

Call :011-297-569 4132
roxannahalley63@hotmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

3 BR 3 1/2 bath

5th floor ocean view

Price :$1,550,000

Call :011-297-569 4132
roxannahalley63@hotmail.com

Eagle Resort

Eagle Beach

1 Bedroom sleep 4

Week # 9 room # 1556
Ground floor in front the pool
Price :$10,000
Call:011-297-569 4132
roxannahalley63@hotmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 1/2 bath

4 rd floor ocean view

Price :$1,350,000

Call :011-297-569 4132
roxannahalley63@hotmail.com

Ambassador suites

Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 9 and 10 room #
1329

Pool walk to eagle beach
sleep 4

Price :$10,000 each

Call :011-297-569 4132
roxannahalley63@hotmail.com

La Quinta beach resort
Eagle beach

2 BR 2 Bath week # 12 room #
2002/2012

Pool walk to eagle beach

Price :$12,000

Call :011-297-569 4132
roxannahalley63@hotmail.com

Aruba live

Noord

5 min drive to palm beach

2 BR 2 Bath $385K

1 BR 1 Bath $265K
Call:011-297-569 4132
roxannahalley63@hotmail.com

House for sale

Savaneta ( fixer upper )

5 min walk to the ocean

2 BR 2 Bath construction 150 m2

(1614,802 sq feet )

Lease land 1330 m2 ( 14316,001

sq feet)

Price :$360,000

Call: 011-297-569 4132

roxannahalley63@hotmail.com
220173

HEALTH

¥

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Oduber: Tel.582 1780
San Nicolas:
Aloe:Tel.584 4606

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic

+297 588 0539
EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

IAruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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| TECHNOLOGY

Can Anthropic survive taking on Trump's Pentagon?

Washington, United States
In an unprecedented dis-
pute between the US gov-
ernment and a private
business, Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth has declared
Al company Anthropic a
supply chain risk a measure
usually reserved for com-
panies from adversary na-
fions, like China's Huawei.
The Pentagon is furious that
Anthropic is insisting on cer-
tain condifions for the use
of its technology no mass
surveillance or fully auton-
omous weapons  systems
even as the military has
been using the company's
models for classified op-
erations for more than two
years.

Some believe the decision
could destroy one of Amer-
ica's most high-profile com-
panies in a unilateral act of
corporate destruction.

Will Anthropic survive this?
The battle is bigger than
the actual financial con-
fract, which amounted to
$200 million.

The existential threat is the
supply chain designatfion,

JAN'S
Editor

Caribbean Speed Printers N.V.
Aruba Bank N.V.Acc.#332668
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V.

Acc.#23951903
RBCRoyal Bank Acc.#1330772
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Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei looks on as he takes part in a session on Al during the World
Economic Forum (WEF) annual meeting in Davos on January 23, 2025.

which means any com-
pany fthat works with the
US military would have to
prove it has no dealings
with Anthropic.

Dean Ball, who helped
craft the Trump administra-
fion's own Al policy, called
the decision "corporate
murder," warning that the
message sent to every in-
vestor in America was un-
ambiguous: do business on
our fterms, or we will end

Amazon to invest another

centres

Barcelona, Spain

Amazon on Monday an-
nounced another 18 bil-
lion euros ($21 billion) of
investment in data cenfre
projects in Spain, more
than doubling its spending
there on the infrastructure

your business.

Anthropic has vowed to
challenge the supply chain
risk designation in court,
caling it a "dangerous
precedent for any Ameri-
can company that negoti-
ates with the government.”
Legal experts say the com-
pany has strong grounds,
but the court process could
take months or longer a
serious vulnerability for a
company that had hoped

crucial for artificial intel-
ligence and cloud com-

puting.

The total of 33.7 billion in
investments through fo
2035 would support almost
30,000 jobs, Amazon said

_,--'-"'f--_--
o 13
e ’
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amazone

Picture shows a logo of the U.S. electronic commerce and
cloud computing company Amazon at its facilities in San
Fernando de Henares, the biggest in Spain, on November 23,

2018.

tfo go public this year and,
given the fragile econom-
ics of the Al industry, must
maintain  investor confi-
dence to survive.

Still, "Anthropic will suffer a
setback when it loses the
government as a client,
but it will survive and con-
finue to grow," Erik Gordon,
a business professor at the
University of Michigan, told
AFP.

The company for now "has

one of the best products,”
he said.

- Is this a win for OpenAl? -
Just hours after the US
government banned An-
thropic, rival OpenAl an-
nounced it had reached
a deal for the Pentagon to
use its Al models in classi-
fied systems.

OpenAl CEO Sam Altman
said the agreement con-
fains the same two limita-
fions Anthropic had been
insisting on.

But OpenAl appeared to
enshrine these differently:
while Anthropic tried to
have the limits spelled out
explicitly in the confract,
OpenAl agreed that the
Pentagon could use its
technology for "any lawful
purpose" a formulation An-
thropic had refused.

OpenAl also says its tech-
nology will be cloud-only,
preventing models from
being embedded directly
infto  weapons hardware,
and that an engineer wiill
be deployed to oversee
classified use.

Critics are calling on Ope-
nAl employees to quit or
put pressure on their lead-
ership to support its archri-
val Anthropic.]

18 bn euros in Spain data

in a statement released
during the Mobile World
Congress telecoms trade
fair in Barcelona.

Cash will flow “to expand
and support data infra-
structure, delivering ad-
vanced arfificial  intelli-
gence and cloud comput-
ing capabilities to organi-
sations across Europe,” the
company added.

The U.S. tech giant had
already committed 15.7
billion euros in 2024 to ex-
pand data centres in the
northeastern Spanish re-
gion of Aragon.

“In a world filled with un-
certainty, our counfry is a
safe bet,” Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez
posted to the X social net-
work after meeting Ama-
zon representatives at the
Mobile World Congress

(MWC) telecoms frade fair
in Barcelona.

While large, the sums in-
volved in the Spanish in-
vestment pale in com-
parison to the hundreds of
billions Al and cloud giants
including Amazon, Micro-
soft, Google and OpenAl
plan to spend on com-
puting infrastructure in the
coming years.

The upped investment
nevertheless marks “a
long-term bet on Spain,”
Amazon’s chief global af-
fairs and legal officer Do-
vid Zapolsky said in the
statement.

Aragon is sparsely popu-
loted and benefits from
stfrong sunshine and wind,
making it a popular site for
solar parks and wind farms
two renewable energy
sources that have surged
in Spain in recent years..
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New rules, same old suspects as F1 revs up for 2026 season

Paris, France

The start of any Formula
One season is a game of
smoke and mirrors: this
one, which gets underway
in Melbourne on March 8,
has the added infrigue of
sweeping changes that
could shake up the estab-
lished order.

For all the pre-season fest-
ing, the finger-pointing, the
accusations of 'sandbag-
ging' and loopholes in the
new regulations, the guess-
ing games have left us no-
where closer to predicting
how the 24-race 2026 seo-
son will pan out.

Beyond the obvious, of
course: the champion will
come from one of four
feams, the usual suspects
of Mclaren, Mercedes,
Red Bull and Ferrari.

And that is no disrespect to
the other seven teams in-
cluding newcomers Cadil-
lac and Audi.

The major overhaul to
chassis and power units,
designed to create more
overtaking  opportunifies
and improve the sport's
eco-sustainability, have
dominated the pre-season
testing.

So the smoke will only begin
to lift on the true force of
each car when they take
to the track at Albert Park.

Only then will we get an

e
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People walk through a Williams F1 team fan zone in Melbourne's central business district on
March 2, 2026, ahead of the season-opening Australian Formula One Grand Prix.

idea of whether McLaren's
Lando Norris will be in pole
position to retain the world
title he won so dramatically
from Max Verstappen last
season.

The pit lane talk has been
hanging the favourite's tag
around the neck of George
Russell as Mercedes are ru-
moured to have made the
best of the rule changes.
That may depend, howev-
er, on whether they have
indeed exploited a loop-
hole in the new rules, as
many are claiming, which
could give them as much
as 0.3 seconds per lap over
their rivals.

In sport of fine margins, that
is a gaping chasm.

When Verstappen grum-
bled publicly about the
new cars in Bahrain, de-
scribing them as "Formula
E on steroids" and "anti-rac-
ing", Russell leapt to their
defence.

"The guiding principles are
sfill very much the same,"
said the Briton.

"You're pushing the car to
the absolute limit.

"You're trying to brake as
hard as possible and as
late as possible, and carry
as much speed through the
corners."

NFL salary cap passes $300 million for

first time

Los Angeles, United States

NFL teams will each have
a salary cap above $300
million for the first time,
the league said Friday, as
American football con-
tinues to enjoy explosive
growth.

The league's annual per-
team salary cap is calcu-
loted based on league
revenues, which have sky-
rocketed thank to lucrative
TV, licensing and sponsor-
ship deals in recent years.

"NFL clubs were informed
today that the salary cap
for the 26 season will jump
$22 million per club fo
$301.2 million," said league
spokesman Brian McCar-
thy.

"Tremendous growth," he
posted on social media.
Around 90 of the 100 most-
watched live telecasts
in the U.S. each year are
football mainly NFL, plus a
handful of college games.
This month's Super Bowl
between the Seatfle Se-
ahawks and the New Eng-
land Paftriots was watched
by 124.9 million viewers
the second-most watched
show in US history, behind
the previous year's Super
Bowl.

A game on Thanksgiving
Day last year between
the Kansas City Chiefs and
Dallas Cowboys shattered
regular-season TV records,

with an average 57.23 mil-
lion audience.

The 2025 regular season as
a whole averaged 18.7 mil-
lion viewers per game the
second-highest on record.
The cap was introduced
in 1994, determining how
much each team can
spend on players' salaries,
and infended to keep the
league competitive.

It is calculated through a
formula agreed upon with
the NFL Players Association
as part of their collective
bargaining agreement.

The cap was initially set at
$34.6 milion and reached
$150 million in 2016. It has

- 'Reliable’ Red Bull -

The Russell-Verstappen dy-
namic is certainly one to
watch.

The pair have had a num-
ber of spats going back
to the Azerbaijan sprint in
2022. It picked up in 2024
with Russell accusing Ver-
stappen of being a bully
and the Dutchman de-
scribing Russell as a "back-
stabber".

For these last four years the
Mercedes was not a match
on track for Verstappen's
Red Bull but if that chang-
es this year then the rivalry
could reignite.

Questions remain about
the efficiency and reliability
of the new Red Bull engine
which is the first that the
team has developed and
built itself, with some input
from Ford.

Having said that, the four-
fime world champion's fa-
ther Jos Verstappen, who
is not renowned for holding
back, called it "promising".

"Il am satisfied with what
is happening, especially
when we look at the en-
gine," he said.

"It is powerful and reliable.
During the first race, we will
see where it really stands."

Russell and Verstappen will
also face stiff competition
from their young feam-
mates, 19-year-old Kimi
Anfonelli and 21-year-old
Isack Hadjar.

"If the caris capable of win-
ning, then | will win races,"
the ambitious Hadjar, pro-
moted from Racing Bulls,
told AFP.

If the Mercedes engine has
capitalised on a loophole,
which will be closed mid-
season, then it should also
assist Norris and his feam-
mate Oscar Piastri whose
McLarens use the same
power units.

"The biggest challenge at
the minute is battery man-
agement and knowing
how to utilise that in the
best way," said Norris.

Sam Darnold #14 of the Seattle Seahawks raises the Lombardi
Trophy during the Seattle Seahawks Super Bowl LX victory cel-
ebration and parade at Lumen Field on February 11, 2026 in
Seattle, Washington.

doubled
since.

On top of the cap, there
will be an additional $77.6
million per team for player
benefits, which includes
performance-based pay

in the decade

and benefits for reftired
players.
That lifts total per club

player costs for the 2026
campaign to $378.8 million
or more than $12 billion
across the entire NFL.(J
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Los Angeles, United States
Jalen Brunson scored 25
points as the New York
Knicks' halted San Anto-
nio's 11-game NBA winning
stfreak with an emphatic
114-89 victory at Madison
Square Garden on Sunday.
Victor Wembanyama and
the Spurs arrived in New
York brimming with confi-
dence after going unde-
feated February, building
their longest winning streak
since a 13-0 run in the 2015-
16 season.

Wembanyama, who had
stfruggled in the Spurs' last
two wins, came out firing,
but the French superstar's
25 points, 13 rebounds and
four blocked shots weren't
enough. Devin Vassell with
18 points and Stephon Cas-
tle with 13 were the only
other Spurs players to score
in double figures.

They hit just nine of 34 from
three-point  range and
were harried info their sea-
son-high 22 turnovers that
the Knicks parlayed into
24 points. Bridges came up
big on the defensive end
with five steals.

"Good win by our guys,"
Knicks coach Mike Brown
said. "(San Antonio) is a re-
ally good team. They obvi-

THE-WEST-DECK

-—l.ll. j\-'\. -\WL\.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

Victor Wembanyama #1 of the San Antonio Spurs dunks the ball during the third quarter of the
game against the New York Knicks at Madison Square Garden on March 01, 2026 in New York

City.

ously missed some shofs,
but | thought our weak side
defense was really good.
For them to shoot 26, 27%
from (three-point range),
our activity on the weak
side was really good."

San Antonio got off to a
quick start and led by as
many as 12 in the first quar-
ter, but the Knicks were
up by one at the end of
the first period and never
frailed again, using a 26-2
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ing closer to Wilt Chamber-
lain’s record for the most
consecutive games of 20
points or more.

Sunday's performance
was  Gilgeous-Alexander's
123rd consecutive 20-point
game, leaving him three
adrift of matching Cham-
berlain's historic mark of
126 set between 1961 and
1963.

The Minnesota Timber-
wolves meanwhile remain
firmly in the playoff hunt
after scoring an impressive
117-108 defeat of the Den-
ver Nuggets in Colorado.

Minnesota recovered from
an 11-point first quarter
deficit after a 36-19 second
quarter thanks to 21 points
from Anthony Edwards and
20 points from Jaden Mc-

scoring run spanning the
first and second quarters to
seize confrol.

Karl-Anthony Towns scored
12 points and grabbed 14
rebounds for the Knicks,
who had six players score
in double figures and held
the Spurs to their season-
low in points.

- Thunder, Pistons march
on -
Second-placed San Anto-

nio's defeat saw them lose
ground in their pursuit of
the Oklahoma City Thunder
at the top of the Western
Conference.

Oklahoma City, the reign-
ing NBA champions, im-
proved to 47-15 after a 100-
87 victory over the Dallas
Mavericks in Texas.

The returning Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander led the OKC
scoring with 30 points, edg-

Daniels. Donte DiVincenzo
added 17 points which in-
cluded five three-pointers.
At the top of the Eastern
Conference, the Detroit
Pistons maintained their
grip on the standings with
a 106-92 defeat of the Or-
lando Magic in Florida.

An upset looked on the
cards after Orlando led
throughout the first half to
edge into a 57-50 lead at
the break..

Takele defends Tokyo Marathon title after sprint finish

Ethiopia’s Tadese Takele (front) races to the finish line to finish
first followed by Kenya's Geoffrey Toroitich (middle) and
Kenya’'s Alexander Mutiso (back) in the men’s category of the
Tokyo Marathon in downtown Tokyo on March 1, 2026.

Tokyo, Japan

Ethiopia’s Tadese Takele successfully de-
fended his Tokyo Marathon title on Sun-
day, edging Kenya's Geoffrey Toroitich in
a sprint finish to cross the line in 2hr 3min
37sec. Takele finished with the same of-
ficial time as Toroitich after a dramatic
battle for the line, with Kenya's Alexander
Mutiso just one second further behind in
third place. “I knew that the final stage
would be decisive,” said the 23-year-old
Takele. “Around 41km | wanted fo wait
and see what would happen and then |
made my move right before the finish.”
Kenya's Brigid Kosgei won the women's
race in 2:14:29, a new course record.
Ethiopia’s Berukan Welde was second in
2:16:36, followed by her countrywoman

Hawi Feysa in 2:17:39.

In warm, dry condifions in the Japanese
capital, a men’s leading pack including
Takele, Toroitich, Mutiso and Kenya's Dan-
iel Mateiko broke away around the 37km
mark.

Takele made a late move and managed
fo stay in front despite a last-gasp chal-
lenge from Toroitich.

“Today’s race was a great one,” said
Takele. “There was infense and posifive
competition, and I'm truly happy that |
was able to win.”

The men’s field was weakened by the
withdrawal through injury of Kenya's
Timothy Kiplagat and Ethiopia’s Milkesa
Mengesha in the lead-up to the race.]



