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Texas at heart of Amazon’s Al push in United States

|

(AFP) - Austin, United States
Tech titan Amazon is work-
ing to step out of Nvidia’s
shadow with custom “Train-
ium” chips designed spe-
cially for machine learn-
ing as billions of dollars are
poured into artificial intelli-
gence (Al).

Amazon subsidiary An-
napurna Labs in Austin, Tex-
as, was testing the longev-
ity of its latest generation
Trainium during a recent
visit by AFP to the facility.
Texas is emerging as a US
tech world El Dorado, luring
investments with cheap en-
ergy, relaxed regulations,
tax incentives and reason-
ably affordable real estate
for massive data centers.
Amidst a deafening roar,
UltraServers packed with
144 of the Trainium Al-ac-
celerator chips were be-
ing put through their paces
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Employees work at Annapurna Labs in Austin, Texas, on February 3, 2026.

at Annapurna in a routine
check prior to delivery.

After years of relying on
suppliers for chips, the e-
commerce powerhouse’s
Amazon Web Services

(AWS) cloud computing
unit began designing its
own, acquiring Israeli start-
up Annapurna Labsin 2015.
First came Graviton and In-
ferentia chips in 2018, the
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former for general cloud
computing and the latter
for powering Al models.
The first Trainium debuted in
2020, followed by a second
generation that touted a
big boost in performance.
Trainium 3 chips put into
action in December are
touted as doubling the
capabilities of the second
generation despite being
smaller than a credit card.
Kristopher King, head of the
Annapurna lab in Austin,
contended that the latest
Trainium chips can cut the
cost of developing and run-
ning generative Al models
by as much as 40 percent
compared to using graph-
ics processing units (GPUs)
that are now deemed the
“gold standard” for Al.
Failure not an option
Along with pricing Trainium
chips competitively, AWS
is out to make reliability
a selling point since data
centers need to operate
non-stop for long stretches
at atime.

Al development requires
hundreds of thousands of
chips operating simultane-
ously for weeks, according
to Annapurna head of en-
gineering Mark Carroll.

“If there’s a failure or un-
availability  during  this

phase you have to go
back, or even start from
scratch,” Carroll said.
Unlike other major play-
ers in Al processors, AWS
doesn’t sell its chips.
Instead, AWS uses Trainium
exclusively in its own data
centers, leasing computing
capabilities to customers.
AWS opted to customize its
chips to harmonize them
with its software, particular-
ly a Bedrock platform that
lets customers chose from
a wide range of compet-
ing Al models including An-
thropic, OpenAl and other
rivals, according to the lab.
Trainium is positioned as a
cost-saving option in an Al
market considered *“sup-
ply constrained” because
of insatiable appetite for
high-performance GPUs
from industry leader Nvidia
and competitors such as
AMD.

Even though Trainium 3 is
only a few months old, An-
napurna is already design-
ing a new generation of
the chip.

A launch date for Trainium
4 has yet to be disclosed,
but Carroll says it will have
six times the processing
performance of its prede-
cessor.

As Google, Microsoft, Ope-
nAl, Meta and other tech
rivals race to field ever-im-
proved Al models, pressure
is intense for chips to make
the technology smarter,
faster, cheaper and less
power-hungry.

Nvidia began manufactur-
ing its industry-leading Ru-
bin grapics processing unit
less than a year after the
release of then top-of-the-
line Blackwell.

The first version of Trainium
took about 18 months to
create, while the second
generation was readied in
nine months and Annapur-
na is “trying to maintain
that pace”, Carroll said.
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USS Gerald R. Ford: the world’s biggest aircraft carrier

(AFP) - Washington, United
States

The USS Gerald R. Ford -- the
world’s largest aircraft car-
rier is currently deployed
in the Mediterranean Sea
and is expected to take
part in strikes against Iran if
US President Donald Trump
decides to launch them.

Washington has threat-
ened military action against
Tehran if talks fail to reach
a replacement for the nu-
clear deal Trump tore up in
2018, and he has ordered
the deployment of a mas-
sive military force including
the Ford to the Middle East.

Below are some key facts
about the aircraft carrier.

Massive warship

The ship is the first Ford-class
carrier a new design that
will gradually replace older
Nimitz-class ships and was
commissioned by Trump in
2017. The $13-bilion vessel
embarked on its first de-

Be aware of scams on social media!

Don't click on sponsored ads that are using Aruba Today's likeness. Visit only our
official Facebook Page, Aruba Today News or our website, www.arubatoday.com.

if you encounter any problems, we are here to help: news@arubatoday.com

The US Navy aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford departs Souda Bay on the island of Crete on Feb-

ruary 26, 2026.

ployment five years later in
2022. The carrier powered
by two nuclear reactors
displaces 100,000 long tons
when fully loaded, is more
than 1,100 feet (335 me-
ters) long and can sail at

more than 34 miles (55 kilo-
meters) per hour. The ship is
crewed by more than 4,000
sailors, carries dozens of
warplanes, and is currently
accompanied by three
guided missile destroyers.

Eight months at sea

The Ford has been at sea
for more than eight months
-- a deployment that has
already seen it take part in
US operations in the Carib-

bean, where Washington’s
forces have carried out
strikes on alleged drug-
smuggling boats, interdict-
ed sanctioned tankers and
seized Venezuelan leader
Nicolas Maduro.

The carrier has suffered sig-
nificant problems with ifs
toilet system while at sea,
with US media reporting
clogs and long lines for re-
strooms on the ship.

The issue is not new a 2020
report from the US Govern-
ment Accountability Of-
fice said the ship’'s toilet
system was subject to “un-
expected and frequent
clogging” and requires
acid flushes on a regular
basis to clear it, at a cost
of $400,000 each time. The
Navy acknowledged the
reports of toilet problems in
a statement on Thursday,
but cited ship leadership as
saying that “clog incidents
are addressed promptly by
trained damage control
and engineering personnel,
with minimal downtime.”]

The sex lives of Neanderthal males - and human females

(AFP) - New York, United
States

Dating out of your league?
New research says it’s a
tale as old as time.

A study out Thursday in Sci-
ence argues that Nean-
derthal men and human
women were particularly
inclined to mate, a sexual
habit that offers insight into
the evolution of the mod-
ern human genome.

In 2010 scientists recon-
structed the Neanderthal
genome blockbuster re-
search that allowed for
analysis making clear that
the species interbred.

Most people living today

have some residual frag-
ments of DNA from our an-
cient evolutionary cousins.

Research indicates both
groups descended from a
population living in Africa
some million years ago.

They eventually diverged,
with anatomically modern
humans evolving in Africa,
and Neanderthals migrat-
ing across Eurasia.

But over hundreds of mil-
lennia, human migrations
resulted in interbreeding,
researchers say.

Yet humans have little to
no Neanderthal DNA on
our X chromosomes -- one
of two human chromo-

somes that determines an
embryo’s sex.

That was assumed to be
the result of a natural se-
lection.

The genes were biologi-
cally “toxic” to humans,
researchers hypothesized,
and eventually purged out
in essence, the children
who inherited those traits
might not have lived to
pass them on.

But the new study from ge-
neticists at the University of
Pennsylvania suggests the
phenomenon has more
social origins, and were
actually the result of “long-
standing mating prefer-
ences.”

The team analyzed mod-
ern human DNA preserved
in Neanderthals, and found

an abundance on the X
chromosome the mirror
opposite of humans._]

A picture shows the rebuilt skull and a physical reconstruc-
tion of the face and head, of a 75,000-year-old Neanderthal
woman, named Shanidar Z, after the cave in Iragi Kurdistan
where her skull was found in 2018, at the University of Cam-
bridge, eastern England, on April 25, 2024.
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Brazil suspends cocoa bean imports from Ivory Coast

(AFP) - Rio De Janeiro, Bra-
zil

Brazil has suspended the
import of dried and fer-
mented cocoa beans from
the world’s largest produc-
er, lvory Coast, where the
sector is in crisis amid falling
exports.

Brazil’s agriculture ministry
published a decree this
week ordering the suspen-
sion, citing the risk of pests
or diseases in cocoa beans
coming from the West Af-
rican nation, claiming its
production includes “grains
from neighboring coun-
tries.”

It said the suspension will re-
main in place until Ivoirian
authorities provide guaran-
tees that shipments do not
contain beans from neigh-
bors “whose phytosani-
tary status is unknown and

Dry cocoa beans are seen at the Sagarama farm in Coaraci, Bahia state, Brazil, on December

12, 2019.

whose export to Brazil is of
unauthorized origin.”

Brazil produced almost
300,000 tonnes of cocoa in

2024, according to the lat-
est figures from the national

statistics agency.

It imported 42,000 tonnes
of raw and roasted cocoa
in 2025 from Ivory Coast,
according to Brazil’s trade
statistics.

The Federation of Agricul-
ture and Livestock in Bahia,
a major cocoa produc-
ing state in Brazil, said in a
statement Tuesday that the
decision to suspend imports
was taken after a technical
mission carried out in Ivory
Coast earlier this month.

Ivory Coast currently faces
major difficulties in selling its
cocoa, hit by a slowdown
in exports amid buyers’ li-
quidity problems and a
slump in global prices.

According to the World
Bank, one in five people in
Ivory Coast indirectly relies
on cocoa to make a living.

Balkan 'forbidden' love comedy smashes stereotypes and records

Croatian film director Igor Seregi, director of the film “Svadba”
(“Wedding”), poses during an interview with AFP in Zagreb on

February 23, 2026.

(AFP) - Zagreb, Croatia
When two students in Lon-
don tell their families they
are going to get married, it
should be one of the hap-
piest moments of their lives.
But there's a catch -- she is
Croatian and he is Serbian.
The rivalry between the
two Balkan neighbours be-
comes comedy gold in the
smash hit film "Wedding",
which has audiences in
both countries laughing at
themselves.

The Croatian-Serbian co-
production mocks stereo-
types of the two peoples
who share a very similar lan-
guage but who ended up
fighting in a bloody war in

the 1990s when Yugoslavia,
the country they shared for
generations, collapsed.
The young couple's families
are horrified by the looming
"mixed marriage".

The Croat Catholic father
senses something is amiss
from his daughter's voice
when she calls to share
the news that a baby is on
the way only to learn the
"shocking truth" that the fa-
ther and future son-in-law is
a Serb.

There's a similar reception
on the Serbian side, where
the grandmother calls her
future in-laws "Ustashas",
a slur alluding to Croatia's

A cyclist passes a billboard of the film “Svadba” (“Wedding”)
directed by Croatian flmmaker Igor Seregi, in Belgrade on
February 26, 2026.

World War Il pro-Nazi re-
gime.

Most watched film ever
The movie, called "Svadba"
in Croatian, has become
a box office phenomenon
at a time when relations
between Zagreb and Bel-
grade are among their low-
est since the watr.

In Croatia it has become
the most-watched film
ever, with nearly 700,000
people seeing it in just over
a month one in five of the
population sinking the
three-decade-old record
held by "Titanic" by around
200,000 tickets.

So far it has been seen by
some two mililon people

across the Balkans and in
Austria, Switzerland and
Germany, which have
large diaspora populations.
Director Igor Seregi said its
success showed people
were missing the same
thing: "Laughter -- to laugh
at each other but also at
ourselves.

"I think everyone recog-
nised someone from their
own family or wider circle
and that resonated," Sereqi
told AFP.

He cast renowned actors
from both nations in his "Ro-
meo and Juliet" tale where
the two fathers particularly
struck a chord.

The politically-connected
Croatian tycoon needs
to expand into Serbia to
avoid bankruptcy, while
the father of the groom is a
Serbian minister looking for
funds from the European
Union, of which Croatia is a
member.

Marko Jovanovic, an ad-
ministrator from Belgrade,
told AFP that the comedy
was a spot-on portrayal of
the two countries' elites.

"A shady businessman with
a gold chain and a politi-
cally connected schemer
whose children study in
London, felt almost like a
documentary,” he said.
'Strips prejudices bare'
lvana, a Serbian woman
who married in Zagreb 20
years ago, loved it for strip-
ping prejudices bare.

“The time has come for
such a human story that
reveals the reality beyond
the politics," she said.

The movie gently mocks
absurd traditions, the clergy
and generational divides.

Lorna, a psychology stu-
dent from Zagreb, liked it
for "poking fun equally at
Serbian and Croatian soci-
ety and their absurdities".[[]
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Dogs, birds and a calf rescued after
deadly rains in Brazil

(AFP) - Juiz De Fora, Brazil

Dogs, birds, and a mud-covered calf were
among the animals rescued in southeast-
ern Brazil where 55 people have died af-
ter torrential rains unleashed flooding and
landslides.

Cities in the state of Minas Gerais were
again on high alert Thursday as fresh rain
fell, forcing a new scramble to rescue pets
abandoned as residents fled in their thou-
sands in the first wave of foods. “People
have to run away and they don’t have
time to grab their pets. It’s up to us to save
them from the rubble, examine them, and
then return them to their owners,” veteri-
narian Marina Souza told AFP in the city of
Juiz de Fora, where she rescued about 15
dogs on Thursday.

One of them, a dog named Benny, be-
longed to an 1ll-year-old boy who was
kiled in a landslide, she recounted, her
voice trembling.

Alferina Maria, 45, had to leave her dog
Paquito behind when she left her hillside
home in the neighborhood of Tres Moinhos
., but he was rescued by firefighters and re-
turned to her on Thursday.

“They told us fo just take our ID cards to
get out of danger as quickly as possible,
but | was worried about Paquito. He be-
longed to my late mother.”

Another resident of the neighborhood,
Gina Lourenco de Souza, 46, descended
a steep, mud-covered alleyway carrying
two cages full of birds.

When the landslide happened she only
managed to take her cat and two cocka-
tiels a kind of small parrot -- with her, leav-
ing the rest of her “babies” behind.

"My mother, my daughter, my husband,
and | are safe, but my family also includes
furry and feathered friends,” she said.

On Thursday, firefighters released a video
of a calf covered in mud being rescued
from a disaster zone.

Thirteen people are still missing after tor-
rential rains late Monday caused land-
slides that buried dozens of people and
unleashed flooding in the cities of Juiz de
Fora and Uba.

Firefighters say there is all but no chance
of finding them alive.(d

Algeria archbishop welcomes pope
visit as ‘dream come true’

(AFP) - Algiers, Algeria

Pope Leo XIV's newly an-
nounced visit to Algeria in
April was welcomed as a
dream come true by the
archbishop of Algiers on
Thursday.

The ftrip will mark the first
time a head of the Catho-
lic Church has visited the
North African Muslim-ma-
jority country.

“This dream of a pope vis-
iting Algeria... has come

frue!” Jean-Paul Vesco, 2026
the Franco-Algerian cardi- '
nal of the Catholic Church  hijstorical

who serves as the Arch-
bishop of Algiers, wrote in
a statement.

t .
He added that the ponfiff 09

significance in
a country where ancient
Christian memory coexists
with the Muslim reality of

i

Pope Leo XIV waves to the crowd during the weekly general
audience at St Peter’s Square in The Vatican on February 18,

Algeria and whose order
he follows.

Leo, who was elected in
May last year, will visit the
capital Algiers and the city

had come to see “the Al-
geria of today, a meeting
point between north and
south, east and west, the
West and the Arab-Muslim
world”.

French-language newspa-
per El Watan said the “sym-
bolic” visit was “of great

Arabic-language news-
paper El Khabar agreed
the visit, which was an-
nounced by the Vatican
on Tuesday, “carries a
great symbolic and spiritu-
al dimension”. For Leo, the
frip is in honour of fifth-cen-
tury Saint Augustine, who
was born in modern-day

of Annaba where the Ba-
silica of Saint Augustine
stands from April 13 to 15.

The 70-year-old pontiff said
the trip would allow him to
“continue the discourse of
dialogue and bridge-build-
ing between the Christian
and the Muslim worlds”.[]
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In this grab obtained from a video released by the Minas
Gerais Fire Department, a member of the Minas Gerais fire de-
partment rescues a dog from the rubble in Juiz de Fora, Minas
Gerais state, Brazil, on February 26, 2026.

Carmaker BMW to trial hu-
manoid robots at German

factory

(AFP) - Munich, Germany

German carmaker BMW
said Friday it plans to de-
ploy two Al-powered hu-
manoid robots in a fac-
tory in a pilot programme
for the first time this year.
Dubbed AEON and de-
veloped by the Swedish
company Hexagon, the
black-and-white  robots
stand 1.65 metres (5.4
feet) tall, weigh 60 kilo-
grammes (132 pounds)
and move on two wheels.

They can autonomously
manipulate and move
components within a
factory where the space
has been previously fully
scanned and digitised. A
months-long pilot phase
will start this summer in a
plant in Leipzig, with em-
ployees working along-
side the vaguely human-
like robots. The robot “has
a full awareness of its en-
vironment” thanks to 22
sensors and various types
of cameras, said Arnaud

German Chancellor Fried-
rich Merz and members of
the delegation watch robots
perform at a showroom of
Unitree Robotics products

in Hangzhou, in eastern
China’s Zhejiang Province
on February 26, 2026.

Robert, president of Hexa-
gon Robotics. Robert
declined to disclose the
price of the robots, but
said it was in the hundreds
of thousands of euros. The
Al-powered robot is “intel-
ligent enough to gener-
ate its own decisions” and
operate “in a manufac-
turing environment”, said
Milan Nedelikovic, BMW's
incoming chairman
and the current head of
production.(]
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Cambodia welcomes back dozens of artefacts looted by UK

trafficker

(AFP) - Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia

Cambodian monks chant-
ed blessings and scattered
flowers Friday over 74 cul-
tural artefacts returned to
the country after being
plundered by a notorious
British antiques smuggler.
Scholar Douglas Latchford
-- once regarded as a key
authority on Cambodian
antiquities -- was charged
by prosecutors in New York
in 2019 with smuggling loot-
ed Cambodian relics to sell
on the international black
market.

Cambodia’s culture min-
istry said the repatriation
from Britain of the relics,
some dating back more
than around 1,000 years,
was sealed in a deal with
the estate of Latchford
-- who died in Bangkok in

Cambodia’s Deputy Prime Minister Hun Many attends a
ceremony to welcome 74 cultural artefacts as they were
returned after being plundered abroad by a notorious British
antiques smuggler, in Phnom Penh on February 27, 2026.

2020.

Before the scandal came
to light, Latchford earned
acclaim for books detail-
ing the art of the ancient
Khmer Empire, which
spanned modern-day

Cambodia and much else
of Southeast Asia.

Deputy Prime Minister Hun
Many told reporters the re-
turn of the artefacts was a
matter of “national pride”
because the pieces “con-

nect the national soul from
our ancestors’ era to the
current time”.

The objects, to form part of
the collection at the Na-
tional Museum of Cambo-
dia in Phnom Penh, include
“monumental sandstone
sculptures, refined bronze
works, and significant ritu-
al objects”, said a culture
ministry statement.

“These 74 sacred objects
are not merely works of art;
they are living witnesses to
the genius of the Khmer
ancestors and the spiritual
heart of Khmer civilization,”
it added.

In 2024, New York’s Metro-
politan Museum of Art re-
turned 14 artefacts looted
by Latchford, including a
10th century sandstone
goddess statue and a large
7th century Buddha head.

Thousands of relics are be-
lieved to have been traf-
ficked out of Cambodia
over the years.

Experts say the trade
thrived from the mid-1960s
to the 1990s -- a period of
instability that saw the anti-
intellectual Khmer Rouge
regime rise to power and
left precious heritage un-
protected.

Since 1996 Cambodian law
has forbidden the unautho-
rised removal of antiquities,
with a prison punishment of
up to eight years.

Growing numbers of muse-
ums and private collections
worldwide are facing pres-
sure to repatriate artworks
removed from their native
countries, particularly those
looted during periods of
colonial rule.d

Scientists discover giant bird-like dinosaur in Niger desert

(AFP) - Abidjan, Ivory Coast
Deep in the desert of Niger,
scientists have unearthed
an unknown species of di-
nosaur, a giant fissvery of
its kind in more than a cen-
tury.

Around 95 milion years
ago, the Spinosaurus -- a
massive beast with a blade-
shaped head crest and in-
terlocking teeth -- roamed
the African continent.
Scientists believe it rivalled
the fearsome Tyrannosau-
rus rex in size, measuring
around 40 feet long with a
20-inch sword-like crest on
its head.

Researchers dug up fos-
sils that belonged to the
Spinosaurus mirabilis -- or
“hell heron”, in the words of
Paul Sereno, the University
of Chicago palaeontolo-
gist and lead author of the
research published in the
journal Science.

“Look at the length of
the skull, the length of the
neck, and the length of the
hind limb -- you’re in heron
territory.”

Spinosaurus mirabilis lived
when forests and rivers
covered the now-barren
Sahara. Previously, most
spinosaurid fossils had been
found near coastlines in
North Africa.

Some scientists thought

US paleontologist Paul Sereno poses at the Fossil Lab of the University of Chicago, lllinois, on
September 19, 2025 next to the skull cast of the first dinosaur to be named from the Jenguebi fossil
area in Niger, the Spinosaurid Spinosaurus Mirabilis.

these fish-eating crea-
tures may have been fully
aquatic, gliding through
deep waters to snare prey.
But this time, the fossils were
discovered further inland,
hundreds of miles from
what would have been the
nearest ocean.

“l think it was an animal
that could have waded
easily into the water,” Sere-
no said.

“But | do not think it was a
diver, | do not think it was a
good swimmer.”

‘Earth-shattering site’

The search began in 2019
in the Sahara Desert, where
French geologist Hugues
Faure had said he found
a tooth belonging to the
giant predator Carchar-
odontosaurus in the 1950s.
“We’ve got a couple of
things that Faure could
never dream of. We have
GPS coordinates, we have
drones and better vehi-
cles,” said Sereno.

The barren sands yielded
nothing and the team, dis-

heartened, headed back
to their camp.

But a Tuareg man in a black
trench coat approached
Sereno’s team on a mo-
torcycle, claiming to know
where “big bones” lay.
After a long journey
through the desert, Sereno
worried they “had made a
mistake”.

“We jokingly said, are we
still in Niger? | mean, we
drove for a day and a
half until we had no more
gas to spare because we

wouldn’t get back.”

But eventually they
reached a remote site
where the “biggest bones...
| have ever seen in my life”
emerged from the ground.
Far out in the desert, the
researchers gaped at the
six-foot-long femur, the
jaw, teeth, and base of the
crest.

In 2022, Sereno returned
with a 100-person team
and 64 Nigerien guards to
excavate the “earth-shat-
tering site”.

They unearthed a skull,
fragments of the hind legs
and several crests.

“The crest was like nothing
we’d ever seen before,”
said Sereno.

Some were brought to
tears, he said, by the “over-
whelming” experience.
“It’s actually like looking at
a digital image of your new
dinosaur and gawking over
itin the tentin the middle of
the Sahara.”

The team realised “it was
a new species... and it was
going to be a landmark dis-
covery.”

“That’s your Jurassic Park
moment... one to remem-
ber for a lifetime.”Q
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GAIA After Dark: An
Evening of Refined

Indulgence
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Since its opening, GAIA
House of Grill, located at
JOIA Aruba by Iberostar,
has captured attention and
quickly become the talk
of the town. This refined
house of grill pays tribute to
Gaia, the Greek goddess of
Mother Earth, celebrating
the perfect balance found
in nature’s finest offerings.

Overlooking the world-fa-
mous Eagle Beach, GAIA
provides the ideal setting to
savor bold flavors, breath-
taking sunsets, a cozy am-
biance, and impeccable
service.

Now introducing Saturdays:
After Dark, beginning at

10 PM, where dinner ends
and the night begins. Once
the restaurant closes, GAIA
transforms into an intimate
yet mysterious lounge, fea-
turing handcrafted cock-
tails, exquisite late-night
bites, and the vibrant en-
ergy of a live DJ setting the
tone for the evening.

For those seeking a distinc-
tive experience in a refined
house of steak in Aruba,
GAIA is the perfect destina-
tion to conclude your night.
Don’t miss this indulgent
experience, reserve your
table online or scan the QR
code to discover GAIA Af-
ter Dark.

(Oranjestad)—Named after its most recognizable feature, the Black-
stone Beach almost represents the opposite of the typical Aruban
beaches. For one, it has black sand and is covered in black smooth
stones. Secondly, it lies on the northern side of the island, away from
the white sandy beaches of in the southern region. So, if you feel up for
something different—or if it’'s opposite day, visit the Blackstone Beach.

Blackstone Beach shows the more natural side of Aruba; the stones that
cover the beach and the shape of it has been crafted for thousands
of years through volcanic eruptions, coral reef movements and wave
activity of the rural northern part of the island.

Located further east to the Natural Bridge and Andicuri Beach, the
Blackstone Beach is relatively easy to access. Once you get passed
the Ayo Rock Formation, take the Andicuri road leading up to Andi-
curi Beach. There, you can park your car and take a 1km hike towards
Blackstone Beach.

This beach forms part of the Arikok National Park and is therefore a site
thatis preserved. This is why it is also relatively untouched by commercial
influences. Despite being called a beach, do note that it is not advised
to swim in the water, as the current is very strong and can easily stray
you further in the wild ocean. However, you can still enjoy a spectacular
view of the stones and the northern ocean that stretches out in front of
the beach and take a picture with your friends or family!

Where dinner ends,
the night begins

A\[A
AFTER DARK

Late night cocktails | Exquisite bites
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“Aruba to me is home”

ORANJESTAD — You are
back and we would like to
portrait you! By inviting you
to send us your favorite va-
cation picture while enjoy-
ing our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence:
Aruba to me is Send
your picture with that text
(including your name and
where you are from) to:
news@arubatoday.com
and we will publish your
vacation memory. Isn’t
that a special way to keep
your best moments alive?
Please do note: By submit-
ting photos, text or any oth-
er materials, you give per-

mission to The Aruba Today
Newspaper, Caribbean
Speed Printers and any of
its affiliated companies to
use said materials, as well
as names, likeness, etc. for
promotional purposes with-
out compensation.

Last but not least: check
out our website, Instagram
and Facebook pagel!
Thank you for supporting
our free newspaper, we
strive to make you a happy
reader every day again.
For today we received a
lovely message from Ber-
nadette Kozak from Old
Orchard Beach, Maine.
She wrote to us saying:

Play Respomibly. Vst www. gomblarssanymeus.org if you ¢ someons you know bas o gamblisg preblam.

“Aruba to me is home. My
husband Peter and | have
been coming to Aruba
since 1985. Years back then
when we would get off the
Plane on the Tarmac and
have a photo taken with
a greeter:) Its our second
home, and we are blessed
to spend 2 to 3 months here
now. We are here now at
LaCabana until April 12th!
We love Aruba and all the
people here.

Stay Hopi Bon.”

Thank you for sending us this
wonderful message sharing
what Aruba means to you
with us and our readers!

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzeks | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & Mare
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

(Oranjestad)-If you're ever
taking a tour of Aruba, San
Nicolas would definitely
be on your itinerary. From
relaxing on the white, san-
dy beaches of Baby and
Roger’s Beach, to explor-
ing the prehistoric caves
of Quadirikiri and Fontein,
you are taking in a full view
of what San Nicolas has
to offer. But did you know
that you are also pass-
ing through areas whose
names have historical ori-
gins? Here are a few place
names in San Nicolas and
their origin story.

Sero Colorado

On your way to Baby or
Roger’s Beach, you’ll pass
by the famous Red Anchor
at what was once the en-
trance to the Colony resi-
dential community and be
greeted with red soiled hills
by the coast. This is Sero
Colorado. Named after the
30-meter, deep red, lime-

stone hill, “Sero Colorado”
translates to “Colored Hill”.
Sero Colorado has deep
historical ties with the once-
thriving phosphate industry
in the area. Matter of fact,
there are still underground
shafts and passages deep
in Sero Colorado from the
time of phosphate mining.
In 1958, the refinery at the
time, Lago, adopted this
name for the residential
section of its employees.

Vader Piet

Another well visited area,
Vader Piet is located in the
Arikok National Park. Rec-
ognizable sites within this
area include the Wind Mills
and the Quadirikiri Cave.
The origin of this name is
part historical and specula-
tion, as there are slight de-
viations from what actually
happened.

In 1829, Pieter Lampe was a
planter and the person re-

e
spon5|ble for governing this
remote area. As the story
goes, Pieter was well known
and beloved for his kind-
ness and good treatment
of his employees, and was
therefore also called Vader
Piet (Father Piet). Howev-
er, he was tragically mur-
dered—some speculate at
the hands of a slave. For his
work and good heart, the

area was named after him.

San Nicolas

Of course we can’t forget
San Nicolas itself. Much
like Vader Piet, the origin
of the name San Nicolas
has so far two different ac-
counts. In the literal sense,
“San Nicolas” translates
to “Saint Nicolas”, leading
many to believe that this

district was named after a
Spanish saint. Though one
account does support this
with the theory that the dis-
trict was named after the
saint by Spanish colonizers,
the other account is much
less divine, but does refer to
an influential figure in the
area.

Nicolaas van der Biest was
a successful landowner
during the time of the phos-
phate boom in late 19th
century Aruba. Back then,
landowners (most, if not all
of them men) were referred
to as “Shon” by their subor-
dinates. So, the district was
originally named after Shon
Nicolaas. Over time, the
name evolved into what is
now San Nicolas.

Source: “Aruba: Short His-
tory” by Dr. J. Hartog.
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Food culture in Aruba

(Oranjestad) - Like many
other cultures, an impor-
tant aspect of the Aruban
cultural identity is our con-
nection to food and food
traditions. The local food
traditions consist of a melt-
ing pot of different cultural
and religious eating habits
and dishes.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner
The routine of breakfast,
lunch and dinner on the
island is one that does not
completely follow a Euro-
pean or American routine,
despite the major influ-
ences from these parts of
the world on our culture
and way of living. When it
comes to the three impor-
tant meals of the day, most
of the Aruban population
follows a Latin-American in-
fluenced routine.

Breakfast

Breakfast in Aruba is quite
simple: a cup of coffee
or tea, some bread, and
sometimes an egg. Some-

times, due to the need of
a quick “to-go” breakfast,
you may also find many
snack trucks and cafes that
sell sandwiches, pastechis
(meat pie), arepas and
empanadas early in the
morning.

Main Meal

The main meal is typically
eaten in most households
around noon or in the af-
ternoon. This can consist
of meat, fish, and chick-
en—stewed or fried—with
funchi (polenta) or rice
with stewed vegetables.
Often, fried or boiled plan-
tain or pan bati (Aruban
pancake) is included.
Stews are a staple in Aru-
ban cuisine and can are
largely influenced by Latin-
American and Latin/Afro-
Caribbean Stews. Some of
the more unique stews and
soups from the ABC Islands*
include sopi bonch’i rabo
(red kidney bean soup with
pig tail), sopi mondongo
(tripe soup), carni stoba
(beef stew), comcomber
stoba (West Indian gherkin
stew) and much more.

Dinner Time

Dinner time can vary signifi-
cantly from household to
household. Unlike the U.S.
or in Europe, dinner time
typically does not consist
of a whole (warm) meal. In-
stead, the evening “meal”
can typically consist of
something lighter, like a
sandwich, though it is not
uncommon to see leftovers
from the main meal reheat-
ed and eaten again. Tea
and coffee are often also
served with the evening
snack.

Play Respomibly. Visit www. gomblar

Get a FREE Alhambra

T-Shirt when you earn
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(Religious) Holidays

Christmas is probably the
biggest global holiday, and
every culture has its own
spin on what their Christmas
cuisine entails. In Aruba, our
Christmas cuisine is again
largely based on Latin-
American influences, most
notably form Venezuela.
Ayacas and the famous
pan di ham* are two cru-
cial holiday dishes, along
with stuffed turkey, roasted
glazed ham topped with
pineapples, arroz con pollo
(rice and chicken) and po-
tato salad, among other
items. Traditional drinks
include ponche crema
(Aruban eggnog), chucu-
lati pinda (hot chocolate
with peanut butter), and
homemade fruit punch.
Desserts include bolo di

youn know bas o gamblisg prablam.
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pistachio (pistachio cake),
bolo di cashupete (cashew
cake), quesillo (flan), bolo
preto (fruit cake), drigidek
(gingerbread), pan boyo
(bread cake) and more.

Snacks and tasty delights

Besides meals and dishes
that are eaten on the din-
ner table, Aruba also has a
food tradition that includes
snacks and other tasty de-
lights that you may eas-
ily find around the island.
These include, Saco*, bas-
kets, pastechi, kroket, dedi-
tos, Johnny cake and more.
These snacks are usually
sold at local snack trucks
and cafes, often located
on the side of the road. In
the area of Tanki Leendert
and Tanki flip, for example,
there are many of these

trucks parked on the side
of the road and often open
until late at night—offering
tasty and filling snacks post
night-life fun.

*ABC Islands: Aruba, Bo-
naire and Curacao

*Pan di ham: Derived from
the Venezuelan Pan de
Jamon (rolled up bread
with ham, raisins and olives)
*Saco: Saco literally means
“bag”. Saco contains fried
potatoes, plantains, chick-
en (and ribs) and a Johnny
cake, served in a paper
bag.

Source: Voeding, voedings-
gewoonten en gerechten
op Aruba (Nutrition, Food
Traditions and Dishes on
Aruba) by Biblioteca Na-
cional Aruba
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A guide for the perfect picture: Where to find the most Instagrammable
places in Aruba

(Oranjestad)—Imagine,
you’re out and about on
the island and you want
to take the most picture-
perfect photo to show your
friends and family back
home and online. It seems
like the perfect spot can
be hard to find, but Aruba
is full of great spots for a
quick snapshot! Here are
the most Instagrammable
places in Aruba.

“l LOVE ARUBA”

Right on Paardenbaai
Plaza, near the harbor en-
trance, you will spot a gi-
ant sign that reads “l LOVE
ARUBA”. A great first stop
for a quick shot with the
family, this spot is among
the few that has become a
favorite among tourists, es-
pecially those that are visit-
ing Aruba through a cruise
vacation.

Speaking of giant signs that
read “Aruba” (because
there can never be too
many), there is another sign
you can find along the Lin-
ear Park. It may be a long
walk from the harbor to get
there, but while you’re at it,
check out these other spots
along the way!

Wooden Swing on Plaza
Daniel Leo

While you’re in Mainstreet
Oranjestad, check out the

wooden swing on Plaza
Daniel Leo. This is another
favorite among visitors
wanting a cute snapshot
for Instagram.

Since you’ve made it this
far, one question: How
many blue horses have you
spotted already?

Mangel Halto

For a different take on
beach photos, we defi-
nitely recommend Mangel
Halto! You can get in the
water right by the roots
of these beautiful trees
(please be careful not to
climb them, though!). You
will see beautiful skies, birds
and other wildlife, and
among the greenery of the
mangroves, your picture is
sure to pop!

Yacht Dock in Oranjestad
Last but certainly not least,
the Yacht Dock in Oranjes-
tad is the perfect spot to
take a beautiful picture, es-
pecially at sunset. The dock
is located behind the Wil-
helmina Park. This spot of-
fers a gorgeous view of the
ocean and sunset, accom-
panied by the soft waves
crashing on the shoreline.
You may even spot some
iguanas!

Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Picuda!

Oranjestad)—If you're ever
planning on snorkeling dur-
ing your vacation on Aru-
ba, you may spot fish that
you can’t recognize. One
of these may be the “Picu-
da”, a very common fish
that swims all year long in
the waters of Aruba. Here’s
some information about the
beloved Picuda.

Let’s talk about the names
of fish. Do you know your
fish? This is an informative
article that illustrate some
fish and their names in Pa-
piamento, which the De-

partment of Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries,
known as “Santa Rosa”,

wants to share and also
obtain information from the
public.

Picuda, Sphyraena barra-

cuda, Greater Barracuda
Well known is the Picuda on

the island—Barracuda in
English. Its scientific name
is Sphyraena barracuda. It
is a widely caught fish. It is
found throughout the year
in our waters, where it is a

so-called “ambush preda-
tor” that stays still or floats
in the water waiting for
its prey to approach so it
can attack it with lightning
speed. It is well known for
fishermen, especially for
its white flesh in fish soup.

In fishing culture, there are
many other names, such as
Pecho blanco, Blekito, Ba-
nana, or Bleki. The names
vary according to size.

Description

The Picuda is a long fish,
with a round body like a tor-
pedo and silver in color with
shiny black stripes. Below,
the belly, is whiter, while the
top part is darker. Its snout
is very pointed, and the
lower jaw is longer than the
upper one. Its peduncle,
where the body meets the
tail, is thick, while the tall
also forms a crescent but
in this case one more “full”
than that of mullet or cone-
fish. This reflects the hunting
style of the Picuda. It needs
to be able to accelerate
quickly when the prey gets

close.

In Aruba:

Picuda can be found in our
waters around our island
throughout the year. Picu-
da, in our waters, is edible
without any problem. Picu-
da is also a highly sought-
after fish by sports fisher-
men or recreational fisher-
men because it puts up a
good fight once hooked. It
can be caught via trolling
from a boat, casting from
shore with a line or rod, or
by jigging, casting the lure
(artificial bait) and moving
it with certain rod motions.

Picture courtesy of the De-
partment of Agriculture,
Livestock and Fisheries
(Santo Rosa).
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Alto Vista chapel and its link to Aruba’s origins

According to Etnia Nativa,
in the 18th century most of
the inhabitants of Aruba
were indigenous who lived
on the north coast, one of
the largest communities
lived in Alto Vista.

As they were very religious,
they had a chief with the
name of Antonio Silvester
who guided them in the
Christian life and it was he
who decided to build a
stone chapel with a roof
of corn rods, which would
serve as a place of prayer.
In 1750 it was blessed by Fa-
ther Algamesi who came
from Coro-Venezuela and
appointed Domingo Anto-
nio Silvester as the island’s
first prosecutor in the name
of the Spanish crown and
Rome. In 1752 the prosecu-

Bernardino Silvester, one of
Antonio’s sons with his wife
Anna Cathalina Tromp,
“neighbors and naturals of
the island Aruba” and thus
they became natives.

At the end of the eighteen
century many inhabitants
the island died as a result of

Two-hundred years after
the beautiful time of Alto
Vista, people can no lon-
ger see much of the town
of Alto Vista from 1750. With
a lot of work they found
the old foundations of the
Church of the Queen of
the Holiest Rosary to build
a new chapel on the same

place. The entire surround-
ing area was empty and
desolated, making it hard
to imagine that Alto Vista
was a town at all. A hun-
dred years later, people
can see the remains of
around twenty houses,
some made of stone and
others of clay. Nowadays,
only around six of these
houses remain.

South of the chapel in the
yard two graves can be
observed, there was the
cemetery which father
Pablo de Algemesi blessed.
It is not certain, but it is be-
lieved that the two graves
belong to Antonio Silvester
and Miguel Alvares, ac-
cording to Nooyen. About
50 meters near the chapel
there are still the markings

of an old house, where
Antonio and Bernardino
Silvester would have lived.
About 200 meters from the
chapel there is a water
tank which the locals call
Tanki Cacique. In the past
this tank was closed. But
mostly water was brought
out from the Poz di Noord,
a well dug in the sand.

The chapel can be viewed
from basically any point in
the north side, even from
Paradera and Sero Plat.
All the historical remains
around the chapel provide
us with an idea on how the
old people of Alto Vista
used to live. Don’t miss the
opportunity to visit a place
of historical significance
with a window to Aruba’s
past.

Aruba’s kite flying tradition

(Oranjestad)—Every year
for King’s Day, Arubans
gather with friends and
family to fly kites. Big or
small, paper or plastic,
blue skies fill up with these
colorful flying contraptions,
brightening our yearly cel-
ebration of the Dutch Mon-
arch.

The tradition of flying kites

starts at home in the weeks
leading up to King’s Day.
These kites were tradition-
ally made with things found
in the nearby mondi* and
in the kitchen at home. Us-
ing dried up cactus sticks
for the frame, old news
papers, and glue made

from flour, water and salt
to dry faster (some people
even use cornstarch slurry
as glue), kids usually make
their own kites with their
friends, parents or other
close family members. Tails
are made from old bed
sheets, ripped and tied
together to create a long
string of fabric trailing be-
hind the back end of the
kite. To finish off the pro-
cess, people used fish lines

DIVI VILLAGE TIMESHARES
FOR RENT
"CRALY DR. CHRIS ~ HI3
PRICES ARE INSANENN"
WE WILL MATCH/BEAT ANY
COMPETITOR'S PRICES!
Start Low Season 51299 /
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Cell (707) 277-1188

ArubaRentals1@GMail.com
www. ArubaRentalsl.com

or thin rope to tie three cor-
ners of the kite together.
Another long string of rope
is tied in the knotted center
and bundled up, used to
steer the kite as it flies in the
air. Decorating the kite was
especially important, and
children would use paint to
create their own designs—
the more colorful, the bet-
ter!

People usually fly their kites
in big open fields, like emp-

ty soccer and baseball
fields found all around the
island around noon, when
the sun is at its brightest.
In the past few years, kite
flying has become a sport
in which groups of people
would battle against each
other to see whose kite is
the biggest, the prettiest,
and whose could fly flaw-
lessly and longer in the air.

*Mondi: Aruban woods.
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Funny old world: the week's offbeat news

(AFP) - Paris, France

From the saddest, cutest
monkey ever to Al going
all mystical... Your weekly
roundup of offbeat stories
from around the world.
Punch to the heart
Celebrity doesn't just cast
its spell on humans, it
seemingly works its mag-
ic on monkeys too. Take
poor little Punch, a baby
macaque abandoned by
its mother and bullied and
cold-shouldered by other
monkeys in a Japanese
z0o0.

Then images of Punch
clutching a cuddly toy for
comfort went viral under
the hashtag #Hangin-
TherePunch, with crowds
thronging Ichikawa City
Zoo outside Tokyo, many
with presents to cheer him
up.

Sales of his cuddly IKEA
orangutan plushie also
rocketed, selling out in Ja-
pan and the US.

With so many new fans,
the zoo had to set up a "re-
stricted zone" around part
of his enclosure.

All the adoration seems
to be rubbing off. Punch's
stock has risen among
the other monkeys, and
he is being "meticulously
groomed by two mon-
keys" in recent days and
is "steadily fitting into the
group", the zoo reported.
Snow joke

The Winter Olympics are
over but the next one, or
the one after, could be
even more fun. Japanese
officials want to turn snow-
ball fights "yukigassen"into
an Olympic sport.

"It's the oldest winter sport,”
said Yuji Ano, who organ-
ised its top tournament on
the northern island of Hok-
kaido. "Long before skat-
ing or skiing, humans were
already throwing snow-
balls at each other."
"When you get hit, it hurts,
but it's mostly your pride
that takes the blow," said
Toshihiro  Takahashi, a
48-year-old civil servant
dripping with sweat after
his match in which he had
to hit the seven players on
the opposing team with
perfectly spherical snow-
balls made by a special
machine.
Some,

however, may

Players throw snowballs during the Showa-shinzan International
Yukigassen snowball fight competition in Sobetsu, Hokkaido

prefecture on February 21, 2026.

gy

This photo taken on February 19, 2026 shows a seven month-
old male macaque monkey named Punch, who was aban-
doned by his mother shortly after birth, sitting with a stuffed
orangutan toy at Ichikawa City Zoo and Botanical Gardens in

Chiba Prefecture.

need some persuading of
its merits. Just ask the New
York police officers who
were pelted with snowballs
after the city's largest snow-
storm in over a decade.

"Multiple uniformed officers
were struck in the face with
snowballs," a New York Po-
lice Department spokes-

woman told AFP, with the
miscreants posting videos
online to the fury of com-
missioner Jessica Tisch, who
called them "disgraceful"
and "criminal".

God knows why

Please try to stay zen. Japa-
nese scientists have come
up with a robot monk pow-
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ered by Al. And "Buddha-
roid" gave reporters some
spiritual advice when it was
unveiled at a Kyoto temple
don't go overthinking this.

"Buddhism teaches that it is
important not to blindly fol-
low one's thoughts or rush
headlong into things,” it
said in a soothing baritone.
"One approach is to calm
your mind and let go of the

thought."
Trained on some of the
most esoteric Buddhist

scriptures, researchers be-
lieve the holy humanoid
could "replace some of the
religious rituals tradition-
ally performed by human
monks".

Some have already turned
to Al therapists for com-
pany or advice on their
love life, but now the cre-
ators of the bots are push-
ing into the realm of the
gods a Kyoto android
called Mindar already de-
livers sermons, and a Ger-
man robot with glowing
hands gives blessings in five

languages.(]
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HEALTH

4

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Oduber: Tel.582 1780
San Nicolas:
Aloe:Tel.584 4606

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
'Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAX| SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

Al Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
Aruba Airport 524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

IAruba Food Bank
ITel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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For Roberto Cavalli designer, dreams come in all black

(AFP) - Milan, Italy

Black may have been the
colour chosen by Roberto
Cavalli’s creative director
for the new women’s col-
lection at Milan Fashion
Week, but Fausto Puglisi is
hardly feeling negative.

The nearly all-black palette
accentuated withromantic
jolts of lilac and plum used
by Puglisi Thursday night at
Milan Fashion Week was in-
stead a defiant statement
for the label known for its
bold, often aggressive co-
lours and animal prints.

“l wanted the collection
to be black because | still
have my dreams,” Puglisi
told AFP backstage after
the show, where a version
of the Eurythmics® 1980s
pop classic “Sweet Dreams
(Are Made of This)” accom-
panied the models down
the catwalk.

Stiff embossed black leath-
er on cropped jackets or
skirts jutted out dramatical-
ly like mushroom caps while
slouchy, low-slung trousers
sewn from black vinyl shim-
mered like black liquid.

Models walk the runway during the Roberto Cavalli collection show at Milan’s Fashion Week
Womenswear Spring / Summer 2026, on September 25, 2025 in Milan.

The dark collection nev-
ertheless celebrated light-
ness and texture, with a
strong dose of seethrough
black lace on tight sleeves,
barely there slip dresses or
paired with black velvet.

Persian lamb faux, of
course had its moment, on
trousers, coats, jackets and
intermixed with black vel-

‘Like riding a bike’: Oscar

‘Blue Moon’

(AFP) - Beverly Hills, United
States

It’s hard to recognize
Ethan Hawke in “Blue
Moon”: he’s short, bald,
slightly greasy-looking and
uncomfortable in his own
skin. The role is a far cry
from the dashing young
leading man who wowed
audiences when he broke

through decades ago with
1989 coming-of-age dra-
ma “Dead Poets Society”
and Gen X classic “Reality
Bites” a few years later.

But his portrayal of legend-
ary lyricist Lorenz Hart, an
alcoholic who drank him-
self out of one of Ameri-
ca’s most famous song-
writing partnerships, is a

US actor Ethan Hawke nominee for Best Actor for “Blue Moon”
poses during a photo session ahead of the 98th Oscars Nomi-
nees Luncheon at the Beverly Hilton hotel in Beverly Hills, Cali-
fornia on February 10, 2026.

vet to form the ruffles of a
long skirt paired with lace-
up boots.

“It’s fake,” enthused Puglisi
proudly of the glossy, tightly
curled Persian lamb.

“l love animals, | would nev-
er use real fur.”

‘Continue to dream’

Puglisi recreated the look
of fur, its wispiness and co-
lour variations, by printing
it on flowing fabric, while a
long black form-fitting tu-
nic used sheer cut-outs to
reproduce the stripes of a
zebra.

A mood board backstage
showed Old Master floral
still lifes, Roman centurion

breastplates and leather
strips worn as armour, as
well as black-and-white
photographs of goth-like
images and other inspira-
tions.

Did Puglisi find it hard to be
working in fashion in the
current state of the world?

“l think it’s important to cre-
ate beauty. Always. It’s like
telling a director to stop, it’s
the same thing,” he said,
calling fashion, films and
music “escapism”.

“I think it’s very important to
keep creating with the vi-
sion of a child, with naivety
and freshness,” he added.

“l will not allow any dictator
to stop my creativity. | con-
tinue to create and | con-
tinue to dream,” he said.

To that effect, the last look
of the night was a show-
stopper.

Its high necked top mixed
lace, cut-outs and ruffles
while its skirt looked like it
had been sewn from a mil-
lion black faux feathers.(]

nominee Ethan Hawke on the magic of

tour-de-force -- one that
has landed the 55-year-
old an Oscar nomination
for best actor.

The dialogue-heavy
chamber piece -- basically
a theatrical play on cellu-
loid -- is the fruit of Hawke’s
decades-long collabora-
tion with director Richard
Linklater, which began
more than 30 years ago
with 1995’s “Before Sun-
rise.”

“The magic to the relation-
ship is that it’s a little bit like
riding a bike; you just don’t
think about it,” Hawke told
AFP.

“He sent me this script and
the two of us just both felt
this is one of the most ice-
hot pieces of writing we’d
ever come across,” Hawke
told AFP. “And we wanted
to share it with the world.”

“Blue Moon” takes place
almost entirely in the bar
of a Broadway restaurant
where Hart takes refuge
during the premiere of
“Oklahomal” the first ma-
jor show his long-time col-
laborator Richard Rodgers
created with Oscar Ham-
merstein.

Robert Kaplow’s dense
and literary script is utterly
dominated by Hawke,
who told one journalist he
had more dialogue in the
first 30 minutes of screen-
time than in the entirety of
his last four films.

But, despite a bit of cam-
era trickery and some digi-
tal effects, it is the physical-
ity of a diminutive, balding
and unattractive man that
was a more time-consum-
ing challenge for Hawke
the work of a decade for a
script he first read in 2014.
“l didn’t think | needed to

age into it, but Rick (Lin-
klater) did,” Hawke told
trade title The Wrap.

“Rick knew that time was
only going to help me. And
funnily enough, it’s not just
aging, not just your face
cracking and falling apart.
| thought | was ready when
I was 40, but I wasn't. “l got
more and more interested
in what people call char-
acter acting. And this part
required all of it, everything
I’ve learned over 30 some-
odd years.”

‘Mysterious’

Hawke credits his lengthy
partnership with Linklater
the pair announced last
year they are working on
a 10th feature together for
allowing him the space to
strip back every vestige of
vanity and build himself
into this oddball lyricist.[[]
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F1 hopes to fuel growth in North America with Nefflix and Apple

(AFP) - Sakhir, Bahrain

Formula 1 is well anchored
in the United States with
its American owners and
three Grand Prix races, but
the sport hopes to push its
growing popularity further
with the help of Netflix and
Apple.

The Neftflix documentao-
ry “Fl1. Drive to Survive”,
which begins its eighth sea-
son on Friday, has already
taken motor sport’s top dis-
cipline into a new dimen-
sion.

The series provides a be-
hind-the-scenes look at the
sport’s drivers, managers
and team owners.

While critics complain that
the series magnifies tensions
between drivers and man-
agers for entertainment
value, it has introduced a
younger audience, partic-
ularly women, to F1.

The documentary series

| TTTS———

Alpine’s French driver Pierre Gasly drives on the third day of the Formula One pre-season testing

at the Bahrain International Circuit in Sakhir on February 20, 2026.

and the additional races
in the United States have
been “seismic changes in
terms of where we were as
a sport,” said Liam Parker,
head of communications

for F1, which has been a
subsidiary of US group Lib-
erty Media since 2016.

Founded in 1991, Nasdag-
listed Liberty Media has

Turkish footballer hailed as hero after
saving stunned seagull

(AFP) - Istanbul, Turkey

A Turkish amateur foot-
baller has gone viral for
saving a seagull’s life with
CPR after it was struck
down during an Istanbul
match.

Gani Catan, a 32-year-old
accountant and captain
of amateur club Yurdum
Spor, raced across the
pitch Sunday after a ball
knocked the low-flying
bird to the ground.

“l acted on instinct, or
maybe | once saw some-
one do this on a dog or
a cat,” he told AFP a few
days later as he watched
the club’s youth teams
train.

As it hit the pitch, Catan
leapt into action and
started performing rudi-
mentary CPR, pumping
the bird’s ribcage.

“When | started the chest
compressions, it began
moving its legs. The more

A seagull stands on a rock in front of the Maiden’s Tower at
sunrise in Istanbul on August 9, 2025.

it moved, the more | kept
going,” he said.

When it started breathing,
he carried it off the pitch
to medical staff, who took
care of it.

By that evening, videos
had gone viral on social
media and Catan said his
phone began ringing non-
stop.

“We’d lost the match, so
| wasn’t in a good mood.
Then overnight the mes-
sages started coming in.
We were shocked by how
fast it spread,” he said.

“It’s been in the press in
Brazil, Italy, America...”

Since the Istanbul match,
Catan has received ani-
mal rights organisation
PETA’s “Hero to Animals
award”.Originally from
the northern Turkish city of
Tokat where he lives with
his two cats, Catan had
dreamed of playing foot-
ball since childhood.(]

spent the last decade
pushing hard to boost F1’s
audience in the United
States, where NASCAR and
IndyCar dominate.

52 million fans

“Drive to Survive” co-exec-
utive producer Tom Rogers
believes F1 has enormous
potential in the United
States thanks to it now host-
ing three Grand Prix races
-- in Miami, Austin and Las
Vegas.

Out of F1’s global audience
of some 800 million viewers,
only some 52 million are in
the United States, accord-
ing to Parker.

“We’re not really scratch-
ing the surface in the US in
terms of what we can do
given the size of that audi-
ence,” he said recently in
Bahrain, where F1 held a
series of pre-season tests.

The sport is also still basking
in the success of “F1: The
Movie” starring Brad Pitt.
In addition to box office
success last year, the fim
garnered four Oscar nomi-
nations, including for best
picture.(d

Premier League to branch out
with new Singapore streaming

service

(AFP) - London, United Kingdom

The Premier League will launch its first direct-to-customer
streaming platform in Singapore next season, a service

that could be “replicated all around the world”

cessful.

if suc-

Premier League chief executive Richard Masters said on
Thursday the new channel would be known as “Premier

League +”.

This will be the first fime the lucrative and globally popular
English top-flight football competition has broadcast its
own content, having always previously sold its rights to
the likes of satellite broadcasters such as Sky Sports in the
UK and the terrestrial NBC in the United States.EI

Mauricio Pochettino, Manager of Chelsea, interacts with Rich-
ard Masters, CEO of Premier League with the Summer Series
trophy after the Premier League Summer Series match between
Chelsea FC and Fulham FC at FedExField on July 30, 2023 in
Landover, Maryland.
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‘Impressive’ Maguire has Man Utd future says Carrick

(AFP) - London, United
Kingdom

Michael Carrick insisted on
Friday Harry Maguire has
a long-term future at Man-
chester United as the “im-
pressive” defender enters
the final months of his con-

tract.

Maguire has started every
game since interim boss
Carrick took charge in
January, underling his val-
ue to United with a series
of strong performances in
their recent revival.

The 32-year-old centre-
back, signed from Leicester
in 2019, is far from certain to
be at Old Trafford next sea-
son after reports he would
need to take a pay cut to
extend his spell with the
club.

But Carrick is convinced
the England international
still has a lot to offer.

“Harry’s an  impressive
character. He’s had a
great career so far. Hope-
fully, there’s a lot more to
come,” Carrick told report-
ers. “l think, even while he’s

Manchester United’s English defender #05 Harry Maguire react ahead of the English Premier
League football match between Everton and Manchester United at the Hill Dickinson Stadium in
Liverpool, north west England on February 23, 2026.

been here, in the journey
and the experiences that
he’s had, certainly since
he’s been here and with
England as well, | think he’s
shown exactly what he is.

“l think we allknow the play-
er that he is and what he’s
capable of doing. Again,
the other night | thought he

was fantastic. Experience
helps, his attributes help,
and his character.

“His wilingness to put him-
self out there. He’s really
impressive at his age and
he’s been really important
for us.”

United midfielder Casemiro

has already announced
this will be his last season
with the club.

The Brazilian veteran’s im-
pending exit only adds to
the value of Maguire’s ex-
perience within the squad.

“Experience is massive,”
Carrick said. “It’s hard to

put a price on how valu-
able that can be. Harry has
gained an awful lot of ex-
perience with this club.

“Casemiro leaving is an-
other one and we have
to understand what that
means.”

Maguire’s importance has
been heightened while
Matthis de Ligt remains
sidelined with a back injury.

The Dutchman last played
for United at the end of No-
vember, but what was first
thought to be a minor issue
has cost him a huge chunk
of the season.

While Carrick said Mason
Mount is “getting closer”
after returning to training,
there is still no timetable for
De Ligt.

“Matthijs has had a back
issue which has been a bit
slow to progress, it’s some-
thing we’ve been working
through, he’s in the right di-
rection but a bit further be-
hind,” Carrick said ahead
of fourth-placed United’s
match against Crystal Pal-
ace on Sunday.(d

India aim for ‘fearless cricket’ ahead of West Indies showdown

(AFP) - Chennai, India

India revived their T20
World Cup campaign with
their “fearless” brand of
cricket ahead of a winner-
takes-all decider against
the West Indies for the last
semi-final berth.

Hot favourites to defend
their title on home soil, In-
dia thrashed Zimbabwe by

72 runsin Chennai on Thurs-
day to bounce back from
their heavy defeat against
South Africa in their Super
Eights opener.

India’s batting, led by
opener Abhishek Sharma’s
blistering 55, and an un-
beaten 50 by Hardik Pan-
dya, piled up 256-4, the
second-highest total in the
history of the tournament.

India’s Tilak Varma looks on during the 2026 ICC Men’s 120
Cricket World Cup Super Eights match between India and
Zimbabwe at the MA Chidambaram Stadium in Chennai on
February 26, 2026.

In a brutal show of power
hitting, the Indian batters
demolished the opposition
bowling with 17 sixes and
17 fours at the M.A. Chid-
ambaram Stadium.

India face the West Indies,
who went down to South
Africa by nine wickets, in
Kolkata on Sunday to de-
cide the second semi-final-
ist from Group 1.

“We want to play the fear-
less cricket, the brand of
cricket we played today
and we played since last
year,” batter Tilak Varma
said.

“The same intent we want
to keep in the next game
as well. And going ahead
in the tournament, we
take the same intensity
(forward).”

The left-handed Varma
hit a 19-ball 44 as he put
together an unbeaten 84-
run stand with Pandya,

who capped off the in-
nings with two sixes to raise
his fifty.

It all came together for
India after they rejigged
their opening combination
with the return of Sanju
Samson, who handed the
team a quick start with his
24 off 15 balls.

The left-handed Abhishek
hit form with his first T20
World Cup fifty after he
struggled in the tourna-
ment with three ducks in
four innings.

“It’s important when the
openers give us a good
start, the same confidence
follows to number three,
four and five,” said Varma.

“And we discussed that
whatever the situation is,
(even) if we lose three-
four wickets in powerplay,
we will bat with the same
rhythm,” he added.

“And we want to show the

fear in opposition bowlers,
that these guys are ready
to hit each and every
ball.”

- ‘Keep that intensity’ -

India, the world’s top-
ranked T20 team, came
into the World Cup on the
back of huge totals in bi-
lateral contests, and were
tipped to cross the 300-run
mark at the tournament.

But their batting had
looked fragile and was of-
ten exposed, including by
minnows the United States,
who reduced them to 77-6
in their opener.

Varma remains cautious
of his team’s plans against
the West Indies, who post-
ed 254-6 against Zimba-
bwe in their Super Eights
opener.

“So if the wicket is not
good, then we’ll adjust,
and we’ll keep that inten-
sity on,” said Varma._]



