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Meta, AMD agree to major AI chips deal

Washington, United States
American tech giant Meta
has reached an agree-
ment to purchase millions
of powerful Al chips from
processor  manufacturer
AMD, in which it could be-
come a major shareholder,
the two companies an-
nounced Tuesday.

The Facebook and Insta-
gram giant is on a massive
spending spree as it battles
to keep up with Google,
OpenAl and Microsoft in
the generative Al race
sparked by the release of
ChatGPT in 2022.

Meta’s deal with AMD
comes only days after the
company led by Mark
Zuckerberg said it had
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Beef, Chicken or shrimp
Tocos starting at $15

Lisa Su, chair and chief executive officer of Advanced Micro
Devices Inc. (AMD), holds up the AMD Ryzen Al Halo, an Al
developer platform, during an AMD news conference ahead of
the annual Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas, Nevada,

on January 5, 2026.
agreed to deploy millions

of processors over the next
few years from AMD rival

Nvidia.
The five largest US cloud
and Al infrastructure provid-
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ers — Microsoft, Alphabet,
Amazon, Meta, and Oracle
— have collectively com-
mitted to spending more
than $650 billion on capital
expenditure in 2026, nearly
doubling 2025 levels.

AMD has committed to sup-
plying Meta with up to six
gigawatts worth of graph-
ics processing units (GPUs),
chips fundamental to pow-
ering aurtificial intelligence.
AMD’s stock jumped 6.5
percent at opening on Wall
Street.

No dollar figure was pro-
vided in the joint commu-
nique, but the transactions
represent a “double-digit”
amount in billions of dollars,

AMD CEO Lisa Su told ana-
lysts, according to Bloom-
berg.

“We’re excited to form a
long-term partnership with
AMD to deploy efficient
inference compute and
deliver personal superintel-
ligence,” said Mark Zuck-
erberg, founder and CEO
of Meta. “l expect AMD to
be an important partner for
many years to come.”

In addition, AMD issued
Meta a financial option
that can be converted to
shares that would make
the social media giant a
major shareholder if the
chip company hits certain
performance benchmarks
in the coming years.(

U.S. pledges

Washington, United States
The United States said Mon-
day it will provide more in-
formation on foreign fund-
ing to US universities as con-
servatives air alarm about
donations by countries in-
cluding Qatar, which pro-
vided $1.2 billion last year.
The State Department,
without criticizing Qatar or
any other countries, said it
was establishing a portal
with the Education Depart-
ment to show foreign do-
nations and help “address
potential threats and pro-
tect vital interests.”

“It’s about shining a flash-
light so that we have a bet-
ter understanding about
what foreign gifts and con-
tracts are coming in from
foreign entities,” Under Sec-
retary of Education Nicho-
las Kent told reporters.
“We’re not making a value
judgment today here on a
particular country or a par-
ticular pot of money that is
going into colleges universi-
ties. But what we are con-
cerned with is just making
sure that it is transparent to
the American people,” he

transparenc:y on foreign funds to unlversmes
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People walk on the campus of Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge,
Massachussetts, on April 15, 2025.

said.

People can then “ask ques-
tions about, what is this
money buying them? What
foreign influence or for-
eign malignant may come
along with these funds?”

Foreign governments, in-
dividuals or businesses do-
nated $5.2 billion to US uni-
versities in 2025, according
to the Education Depart-
ment.

Qatar was the top donor
at more than $1.2 billion,

followed by Britain at $633
milion and China at $528
million.

Top recipients were Carn-
egie Mellon University and
the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology -- both ma-
jor hubs for engineering

and scientific research --
and Harvard University.

US law requires universi-
ties to declare any foreign
gifts or contracts above
$250,000, although officials
said underreporting has
been a problem.
Conservative activists have
been vocal in recent years
about funding by Qatar
to Middle Eastern studies
departments, despite the
energy-rich Gulf kingdom’s
warm relationship with Pres-
ident Donald Trump.

Since it was hit by the Oc-
tober 7, 2023 attacks, Israel
has been sharply critical of
Qatar over its financial and
political relations, once
tacitly blessed by Israel
and the United States, with
Hamas.

China’ role has gone down
over the past decade after
Congress restricted fund-
ing to universities that wel-
come Confucius Institutes,
which are funded by Bei-
jing to teach the Chinese
language but are accused
of presenting only the
communist government’s
worldview.]
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Good Samaritans sprang into action to save baby that fell into
Lake Michigan

In a harrowing incident
at Chicago’s Belmont
Harbor on Wednesday,
February 18, 2026, quick-
thinking bystanders saved
an 8-month-old girl after a
powerful gust of wind blew
her stroller into the frigid
waters of Lake Michigan.

A Hero Who Couldn’t Swim
The rescue was led by
30-year-old Lio Cundiff, a
local server and stand-up
comedian who was on the
phone with his aunt when
he heard the mother’s
screams. Despite the fact
that he cannot swim, Cun-
diff immediately dove into

the harbor to reach the in-
fant.

The Struggle: Cundiff
fought to keep the stroller
upright and the baby’s
head above water as they
“dipped a couple times” in
the icy lake.

The Mentality: Reflecting
on the moment from his
hospital bed, Cundiff stat-
ed, “l wasn’t going to let
that baby die... if this ba-
by’s going down, then I'm
going down with her”.

A Team Effort

While Cundiff held the
baby afloat, other Good
Samaritans at the harbor

Brooklyn’s “The Riverie”
Debuts as NYC’s Largest
Geothermal High-Rise

BROOKLYN, NY

A new era of sustainable
urban living has officially
arrived on the Greenpoint
waterfront.

The Riverie, a massive
34-story residential de-
velopment, has officially
opened its doors, standing
as the largest residential
geothermal project in New
York State and a pioneer-
ing blueprint for decarbon-
izing the North American
skyline.

Developed by Lendlease
and Aware Super, the 834-
unit complex bypasses tra-
ditional fossil fuels entirely.
Instead of boilers and cool-
ing towers, the building
utilizes the Earth’s natural,
steady temperature to pro-
vide heating, cooling, and
hot water for its residents.

A Feat of Subterranean En-
gineering

Beneath the building’s
foundation lies an invisible
network of 320 geothermal
boreholes driled nearly
500 feet into the ground.
This “closed-loop” system
circulates a water solution
that absorbs heat from
the earth in the winter and
pumps excess heat back
underground during the
summer.

Key highlights of the proj-
ectinclude:

a - i A
Massive Carbon Reduc-
tion: The geothermal sys-
tem is expected to reduce
the building’s greenhouse
gas emissions by 53% com-
pared to conventional sys-
tems.
Fully Electric Living: Every
unit is equipped with elec-
tric appliances, including
induction cooktops and
heat-pump dryers, ensur-
ing the entire block oper-
ates without natural gas or
fuel oil.
Affordable and Green: In
addition to its environmen-
tal credentials, 30% of the
units (approximately 250
apartments) are desighat-
ed as affordable housing
under New York programs.
Community Amenities: The
development features a
new 18,000-square-foot
public waterfront espla-
nade that connects to
the India Street Pier and
the NYC Ferry, bringing
green space to the local
community.

Lio Cundiff jumped into a freezing cold lake to rescue an
8-month-old baby girl after a gust of wind blew her stroller into

the water.

organized a makeshift res-
cue line: Luis Kapost re-
moved his Chicago Cubs
jacket and tossed a sleeve
to Cundiff, acting as a life-
line to keep him from drift-
ing further into the deep
water.

Other Witnesses quickly
located a nearby life ring
and lowered it into the wa-
ter to help pull both

Cundiff and the child to-
ward a ladder. Emergency
Services were contacted
immediately by onlook-

ers, ensuring first respond-
ers were on-site to provide
medical care.

Outcome and Recovery
The 8-month-old girl was
transported to Lurie Chil-
dren’s Hospital where she
was listed in good condi-
tion and expected to make
a full recovery.

Cundiff was admitted to
Advocate lllinois Masonic
Medical Center for obser-
vation after showing signs
of an elevated heart rate
and heart enzymes due to
the physical strain and cold
exposure. He was released
the following evening and
has since been praised by
local officials and the com-
munity as a “rock star” and
“the epitome of a hero”.[]
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Your first choice for locally caught fish and seafood on the island.
Very reasonably priced, exciting menu and no service charge added

to yuur bll!

We are open from Monday - Saturday from 5.30pm - 10pm.
No reservation required! We operate on a first come first serve system.

Located within walking distance from the High Rise hotels at Palm Beach #33.
For more information call +297-586.7333
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On a roll, Brazilian cinema seizes its moment

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

For the second year in a
row, a Brazilian movie has
wowed international audi-
ences and critics, securing
multiple Oscar nominations
and drawing fresh interest
in the Latin American gi-
ant’s film industry.

Experts say the success of
“The Secret Agent”, which
has won four Oscar nomi-
nations, a year after “I Am
Still Here” won Brauzil its first
Oscatr, is no fluke, with a bit
of a push from the coun-
try’s political climate.

“This is neither a coinci-
dence nor a miracle. It is
the result of a lot of work,
consistent policies, and, of
course, talent,” llda Santia-
go, director of the Rio Inter-
national Film Festival and
an Oscar voter, told AFP.
Directed by Kleber Men-
donca Filho, “The Secret
Agent” is a political thriller
infused with magical real-
ism. Like “I Am Still Here”, itis
set during Brazil’s 1964-1985
military dictatorship.

It has been nominated for
Oscars in the categories of
Best Picture, Best Interna-
tional Feature Film, Best Ac-
tor for Wagner Moura and
Best Casting.
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A tourist holds a photo showing a scene of the film “O Agente Secreto” (The Secret
Agent) during a guided tour through the scenarios of the movie at the city center of
Recife, Pernambuco state, Brazil, on February 13, 2026.

Santiago said these two big
Brazilian movies resonated
with  foreign audiences
“because they show how
our daily lives can be trans-
formed by governments,
and that is a mirror of to-
day’s world.”

This is especially true for Bra-
zil, whose far-right former
president Jair Bolsonaro
-- an open admirer of the
dictatorship -- is serving a

27-year prison term for plot-
ting a coup.

Before Bolsonaro came to
power in 2019, Brazil’s film
industry had well-estab-
lished financing mecha-
nisms, much like those in
countries like France, Can-
ada and Germany.

Brazil has enjoyed waves
of international breakout
moments, with films such
as ‘Central Station’ in 1998,

‘City of God’ in 2002 and
‘Elite Squad’ starring Moura
in 2007.

Mendonca Filho was also
behind the art house hits
‘Aquarius’ (2016) and ‘Ba-
curau’ (2019).

- Film revived under Lula -

During his time in office
Bolsonaro cut the budget
of the Audiovisual Sector
Fund by almost half, froze

bidding for film project
grants and threatened to
shut down the national film
agency if it did not impose
an ideological “filter.”
“Braziian cinema was
plugged back in with Lula’s
election in 2022, after four
years in which culture, in
practical terms, was extin-
guished,” Mendonca Filho
told AFP in an interview.
Lula’s government reacti-
vated the funding applica-
tion process and injected
record amounts into the
sector. The film industry re-
ceived 1.4 billion reais ($269
million) in 2025, 180 percent
more than in 2021.
Nevertheless, “putting
each of those bricks that
were dismantled back in
place is a task that takes
years”, said Santiago.
Influential film critic Isabela
Boscov said that in the past
“there was a failure to take
advantage” of hit films.
She said Brazil was now
“breaking out of the bub-
ble”, much like Iranian cin-
ema in the 1990s, Mexican
cinema in the 2010s, and
more recently, South Kore-
an cinema.

Acclaimed Iraqi film explores Saddam Hussein’s absurd birthday

Paris, France

For Iragis who lived through
the 1990s, dictator Saddam
Hussein’s birthday on April
28 was a disorientating day
of celebration and propa-
ganda.

Parties were staged across
the sanctions-hit country to
mark the occasion, while
many public squares and
bridges around Baghdad
were decorated with co-
loured lights.

State radio played end-
less songs to the glory of
the ruthless national leader
and callers were asked to
recount improvised poems
in his honour.

In schools, children would
be tasked with baking
cakes for “Mr. President”
-- the inspiration for a new
film by 37-year-old Iraqi di-
rector Hasan Hadi which is
making waves internation-
ally.

“We had strategies to

Iraqi director Hasan Hadi poses during a photo session at the
78th edition of the Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern
France, on May 17, 2025.

avoid being picked such
as going to the bathroom
during the draw, calling in
sick, or trying to bribe the
teacher,” Hadi told AFP in
an interview in Paris.

“The President’s Cake” is
his first feature-length film,
which picked up a top
award at the Cannes Film
Festival last year and has
gone on earn a wide inter-

national release.

Hadi also won over Ameri-
can producer Chris Co-
lumbus, whose past cred-
its include “Gremlins” and
“Harry Potter”, who fell in
love with the movie and
signed on as an executive
producer.

The story follows nine-year-
old Lamia who must brave
the dangers of gathering

the precious ingredients
needed to bake a cake for
Saddam and escape pun-
ishment for failing.

At the time, Iraq was under
crippling UN sanctions after
Saddam’s invasion of Ku-
wait in 1990, putting eggs,
flour and sugar beyond the
reach of many ordinary
Iraqis.

Lamia and her grandmoth-
er can barely afford to eat
themselves but the pair set
off from their home in the
marshlands in southern Iraq
to try to track down the un-
affordable ingredients.

- Tragic ‘randomness’ -
Hadi drew on his own
memories of a country that
lacked everything but was
required to celebrate each
of the dictator’s birthdays.
“This was one of the many
contradictions you had
to live with,” added Hadi,
who only tasted a full-fat
cake as a teenager, hav-

ing grown up eating date-
based ones.

He always managed to
escape the school baking
task but he remembered
the tragic fate of one of his
classmates who failed to
prepare a cake in time.

He was expelled from
school, then conscripted
into the Iragi army as a
child before dying a few
years later.

“The randomness and the
silliness of something as
stupid as failing to bake a
cake could change your
destiny and fate forever,”
added Hadi, who grew up
watching banned fiims on
smuggled VHS cassettes.
“Dictatorship not only de-
stroys freedom of speech, it
destroys the elements that
make you a straight hu-
man,” Hadi explained. “It
makes you lie, it makes you
a hypocrite, it makes you
deceitful and it lasts long
after it’s gone.”
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Venezuela says exiles welcome to
return following mass amnesty

Venezuela's interim president Delcy Rodriguez (C) holds the amnesty law approved by the
National Assembly, accompanied by the president of the Assembly Jorge Rodriguez (L) and the
Minister of Interior, Justice and Peace Diosdado Cabello, at the Miraflores Palace in Caracas on

February 19, 2026.

Guatire, Venezuela

Interim president Delcy Ro-
driguez promised Monday
that Venezuelans in exile
would be welcomed back
with open arms following a
new amnesty law passed
after the US ouster of Nico-
las Maduro, as authorities
continued to slowly release
prisoners.

"| am telling you: the doors
of Venezuela, the arms of
the Venezuelan people,
are open to those who
want to return in this pro-
cess of healing from ha-
tred," she said in a televised
address.

An estimated seven mil-
lion Venezuelans have fled
their homeland due to the
politcal and economic
crisis and many opposition
figures live in exile.

A total of 34 prisoners were
released Monday from the
Rodeo | penitentiary east
of Caracas to scenes of joy
from waiting relatives.

Among those freed were
military cadets accused of
plotting a coup, as well as
civiians linked to alleged
assassination conspiracies
categories of prisoners

some fear the amnesty law
wouldn't cover.

Grecia Arana ran and
leapt into the arms of her
husband Reinardo Morillo
as he crossed the threshold
into freedom.

"This is how | dreamed it,"
she told AFP, laughing.

Scenes of celebration at
the prison gates includ-
ed several prisoners with
shaved heads who shouted
"We are free!" as they ex-
ited, ending an anguished
wait by their families.

"We are completely free,
without any restrictions,"
Luis Viera, one of the re-
leased prisoners, told AFP.
He had been locked up for
13 months.

At the same time, the coun-
try's authorities are pressing
for the release of Maduro,
who is jailed in the United
States.

Addressing the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva,
Venezuela's Foreign Minis-
ter Yvan Gil Pinto demand-
ed the toppled president's
immediate release.
Maduro, who was cap-
tured in a January 3 raid
by the United States, is in

custody in New York along
with his wife, awaiting trial
on drug trafficking charges.
The 63-year-old has plead-
ed not guilty and declared
that he is a "prisoner of war."
"January 3, 2026, marked
a turning point of extreme
gravity," Gil told the top UN
rights body, adding that
the "ilegal military action"
by U.S. forces left over 100
people killed.

- 'Reconciliation' aim -

Gil stressed that his coun-
try was "working toward a
process of acknowledging
past wounds, forgiveness
and reconciliation," refer-
ring to the amnesty law.
The country's legislature
unanimously adopted the
landmark law last Thursday,
and interim leader Rodri-
guez hailed its passage,
describing it as a step to-
ward "a more democratic,
fairer, freer Venezuela."
Rodriguez's brother, par-
liament chief Jorge Rodri-
guez, said 1,500 people
had applied for the amnes-
ty, which covers a range
of charges used to lock up
dissidents during 27 years of
hardline socialist rule.(]

Germany ditches
controversial ‘green’
heating law

Berlin, Germany

Conservatives and social democrats in power in Berlin
on Tuesday announced agreement on new legisla-
fion on the energy efficiency of buildings, reversing a
controversial law drawn up by the former environment
minister.

Robert Habeck’s law came into force in 2024, backed
by the Greens in former chancellor Olaf Scholz’s coali-
tion, and stipulated that any new heating system must
operate with at least 65-percent renewable energy.
But many Germans saw the ambitious environmental
target as costly and overly bureaucratic, with a com-
plex and too rapid implementation process.

“All types of heating are now possible again,” the head
of the conservatives’ parliamentary group, Jens Spahn,
alongside his social-democrat counterpart Matthias
Miersch.

A draft bill should be finalised by early April, with the
new legislation expected to be adopted before July 1.
“Heating will once again become a private matter,”
said Spahn.

“People will once again have the freedom to decide
for themselves how they heat theirhomes. We are abol-
ishing the constraints and unnecessary bureaucracy of
Robert Habeck’s old law.”

Under the new agreement, only the introduction of a
“bio quota” is planned.

With gas heating, for example, a certain percentage
of so-called green gas climate-friendly biomethane will
have to be mixed with natural gas.

It must be at least 10 percent from 2029, before being
increased in three stages by 2040.

Environmental campaigners criticised the agreement,
at a time when Germany risks falling behind its targets
for tackling climate change from 2030 to 2045.

“With these changes, the government is giving a huge
present to the fossil fuel industry, significantly weaken-
ing consumer protection and burying climate protec-
tion in the building sector,” Greenpeace said.]
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Parliamentary group leader of Germany’s Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) Jens Spahn delivers his speech at
the party congress of Germany’s Christian Democratic Union
(CDU) in Stuttgart, southern Germany, on February 21, 2026.
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U.K.'s crumbling canals threatened with collapse

Whitchurch, United King-
dom

On a misty winter's day in
the English midlands, en-
gineers struggled to drag
stranded narrowboats from
a waterless, mud-filled ca-
nal that collapsed weeks
earlier, in a delicate, multi-
million-pound rescue op-
eration.

The sight starkly illustrated
an ongoing battle to main-
tain the UK's historic, yet de-
teriorating, waterways.
Britain's canal network "is
facing pressure it has never
faced before," said Charlie
Norman, director of cam-
paigns at the Inland Water-
ways Association (IWA), an
independent charity advo-
cating for the upkeep of
the UK's canals and rivers.
"The entire canal network
is vulnerable,” Norman
added, pointing to the "in-
creased effects of climate
change" such as droughtin
the summer and heavy rain
in the winter.

"Inadequate funding
across the sector" has pro-
voked an "overall dete-
rioration” in the 4,700 mile-
long (7,600 kilometre) net-
work, they said.

Britain's 200-year-old ca-
nal network was once the
backbone of the country's
economic transformation
during the Industrial Revolu-
tion, but is now crumbling,

A stranded narrowboat is winched from in a collapsed canal, in Whitchurch, north-west England,

on January 15, 2026.

experts say.

About a dozen workers
were overseeing the com-
plex operation to rescue
three narrowboats strand-
edin acanalin Whitchurch,
on the English-Welsh bor-
der, last month.

Watching from an empty
canal bank and wearing
a high-viz jacket and white
hard hat, was Julie Shar-
man, the chief operating
officer of the Canal & River
Trust a charitable organi-
sation in charge of main-
taining some 2,000 miles
(3,200km) of waterways
across England and Wales.
Behind her were two

20-tonne narrowboats wait-
ing to be rescued by an im-
posing winch machine in a
nearby field with the help
of a specialist excavator.

- 'Tough decisions' -
"There's no disguising the
fact that we do need more
money to look after our ca-
nal network," she told AFP.
"People sometimes think
canals are looked after by
local authorities or by the
government, and they're
not. They're looked after by
us, as a charity," she said.
The trust is investigating the
Whitchurch breach, but
Sharman said "our engi-

neers have to make tough
decisions every week"
about which projects to
tackle and "there's always
a very long list of things we
would want to do".

"Small breaches and fail-
ures have happened since
the canals were built," she
added, but"it'srare to have
a breach of this scale".

In January 2025, there was
an earlier canal collapse
in Bridgewater, northwest
England, which led to just
under two miles of the ca-
nal being drained of water.
The Canal & River Trust, the
largest authority, says its

fixed annual grant of £52.6
milion ($71.8 million) from
the government, amounts
to just 22 percent of its an-
nual income, but that wiill
reduce by five percent
from 2027 for the next de-
cade.

The rest, some 78 percent,
is funded by the charity's
own investment and self-
generated income, includ-
ing user fees and fundrais-
ing, supported by thou-
sands of volunteers.

Last week, the UK govern-
ment pledged an addi-
tional £6.5 million funding
for the trust "to help build
long-term resilience across
the network".

"Our historic canals and
waterways are not only
world famous and precious
to communities across the
country they are also a
vital part of our national
infrastructure," said Water
Minister Emma Hardy.

British Waterways, a statu-
tory body of the UK gov-
ernment, ceased to exist in
2012 and handed mainte-
nance of canals and rivers
to a series of 144 naviga-
tion authorities.

It was believed the move
would diversify  funding
potential allowing bod-
ies to tap into govern-
ment grants, commercial
revenue and charitable
donations.(

Gazans salvage ancient books in mosque library damaged by

walr

Gaza City, Palestinian Ter-
ritories

Inside the dusty shell of
one of the oldest libraries
in the Palestinian territories,
a group of Gazan volun-
teers work diligently to sal-
vage what remains of their
ancient cultural heritage.
The Great Omari Mosque
library sustained terrible
damaged during the war
in Gaza, which erupted in
October 2023 and devas-
tated swathes of the Pal-
estinian territory, including
cultural and religious sites.
The mosque -- in the old
town of Gaza City -- now
stands largely ruined, with
its library littered with rub-
ble and dust.

“l  was shocked and
stunned when | saw the
extent of the destruction
in the library,” Haneen Al-
Amsi told AFP, saying the
scenes of devastation had
spurred her to help launch
the restoration initiative.
Amsi, who heads the Eyes
on Heritage Volunteer
Foundation, said the west-
ern part of the library was
burned when the mosque
was hit, causing irreversible
damage.

“The library was estimated
to contain about 20,000
books, but currently we are
left with fewer than 3,000
or 4,000,” she explained.

Among the debris, vol-

unteers hoping to restore
the collection pored over
charred fragments of man-
uscript and shards of yel-
lowed paper.

“The library of the Great
Omari Mosque is consid-
ered the third largest li-
brary in Palestine after the
Al-Agsa Mosque library
and the Ahmed Pasha al-
Jazzar library,” Amsi said.
“It is an important histori-
cal library that contains
original manuscripts and
a diverse collection of
books on jurisprudence,
medicine, Islamic law, lit-
erature and various other
subjects.”

Gaza’s history stretches
back thousands of years,

This photograph shows the Al-Omari Mosque in the Old City of
Damascus on February 18, 2026, a day ahead of the start of
the holy fasting month of Ramadan.

making the tiny territory a
treasure trove of archaeo-
logical artefacts from past
civilisations including Ca-

naanites, Egyptians, Per-

sians and Greeks.[
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A brief history of the California Light House

(Oranjestad)—At the fur-
thest western point of the
island, there lies the tall-
est structure on the island:
The California Light House.
Standing on top of a lime-
stone cliff, this lighthouse
oversees the entire island,
offering one of few best
views of the island and the
surrounding sea. It is also
one of the few monuments
that hold a rich history.

The lighthouse was con-
structed in between 1914-
1916, and its first keeper
was a young trained light-
house keeper from Cura-
cao names Jacob Jacobs.
Mr. Frederico Fingal was
the last man to have occu-
pied this position until 1962.
Though his son, Mr. Romulo
Fingal did not continue in
his father’s footsteps, he
does have a special con-
nection to the lighthouse.
He sat down with our re-
porter and shared a bit of
its history.

As Mr. Fingal explains, “In
1915, cargo donkeys were
hired from Figaroa di Noord
to help build the Light-
house at Westpunt. The
donkeys had to walk along
the beach all the way to
Westpunt carrying the car-
go, poles, cement, and all
these things. At that time,
it was a difficult task until
Aruba got its first truck.

These things reflect how
people could have ac-
complished this tremen-
dous job with so little.” Mr.
Fingal said, “At that time, it
wasn’t a place for people
to work. It was very chal-
lenging because it was full
of goats and donkeys, and
it was very isolated. There
were no hotels or roads to
get there. There was only
a donkey trail. Those were
the only means of transpor-
tation.”

Mr. Fingal

continues, “In
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1939, | was born in the light-
house, and my father was
the last lighthouse keeper
until he retired in 1962. Af-
ter that, they removed the
power cables all the way
to the top. According to
the story, we couldn’t have
the light ourselves because
they dismantled it, and
after many years, | heard
that it is in a train museum
in San Nicolas, where we
found this very special lens
that, when the light shines
through it, it reaches 30 ki-
lometers out to sea.” Mr.
Fingal told our reporter.

The lighthouse has a long
and very interesting history.
The reason why the light-
house was built, according
to Mr. Fingal, dates back
to the day when the cargo
ship S.S. California sank be-
cause of the lack of light.
In 1913, Aruba made a re-
quest to Curacao to build
a Lighthouse at Westpunt,
and the governor of Cura-
cao responded to Aruba
to come back in 1915 with
a well-detailed plan. “Dur-
ing the First World War from
1914 to 1918, they had to
wait for the light to be trans-
ported to Aruba because
it was manufactured in
France. At that time, there

]

was no electricity, and the
light was very interesting
because it rotated with a
kerosene lamp that planes
used; clean kerosene,” Mr.
Fingal said.

Mr.  Fingal discovered

something very interesting
about the lighthouse after
much research was docu-
mented in his book ‘History
of the Lighthouse at West-
punt.” He found many de-

tails: “l found out that the
height of the lighthouse
was due to the absence
of electricity. There was
also the presence of coral.
There is a long steel cable
from where the light is, and
under the light, at the high-
est point, there is a hanging
weight, a sort of pendulum
that swings like that, with
a weight that measures
about 1 meter by 30 cen-
timeters wide, which is a
block of solid iron attached
to a cable. When you re-
lease it upwards, it comes
down, and the weight
that comes down pulls it
up, gradually. And while
it comes down, the same
weight that is descending
causes many small wheels
to turn in the opposite di-
rection. The Lighthouse
rotates from 6 pm in the
evening, when the sun sets,
until 6 am in the morning.
During the entire night, the
light shines on the lantern, it
goes down 24 meters, and
the Lighthouse is 30 meters
high. It is designed not to
collapse,” Mr. Fingal ex-
plains.

Mr. Fingal further explains
that in one night, the light-
house rotates 4,320 times
and consumes one gallon
of kerosene for the whole
operation. “At that time,
the kerosene was supplied

from the Lago refinery.
Every day it was brought
down, and to start the
light again, they had to lift
the weight up, so our job
as children was to crank it
and raise the weight back
up in the evening when the
light stuck, they would take
it down again, and the light
stayed down. That’s how
it worked for a very long
time,” Mr. Fingal explains.

Thanks to the Monument
Fund Aruba, which worked
hard and is currently in
charge of the Lighthouse,
Mr. Fingal is very happy
with its preservation, along
with all the renovations
that have taken place. He
hopes that the story of the
lighthouse will continue to
live on for future genera-
tions.
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Discover Arwba Beack Club, a famly-friendly
_resort right or Araba’ white-sand beack.

At Aruba Beach Club, your family
can enjoy comfort, community,

and affordability with timeshares
that last for generations.

Choose from 3 spacious unit
types, enjoy affordable
ownership, and secure your

vacation spot in paradise for life.

. or contact our sales team today!

F;fohibited b_y_law: _Ieéving_ the isl_a_nd- With seashells, white sand or

corals

(Oranjestad)—Often times,
the customs department at
the airport intercepts many
tourists leaving the island
with seashells, white sand
and/or corals as souvenirs.

Conforming to the inter-
national treaty of CITES
and our local law which
protects our Flora & Fau-
na, it is absolutely prohib-
ited to take any seashell,
sand and coral outside
of Aruba. This is to protect
our environment. The high

number of seashells, coral
and amount of sand con-
fiscated is very strange and
it is suspected that our own
locals are the ones selling
these to the tourists, which
is unacceptable.

Upon confiscation at the
airport, you can also face
a fine that you have to pay
before leaving. This would
surely not be a pleasant ex-
perience. Though we love
to accommodate our visi-
tors, let’s all give nature the

respect it deserves by pro-
tecting our environment.
Stop collecting seashells,
white sand and corals from
our shores and stop buying
or accepting these from lo-
cal sellers or companies.

We want our future gener-
ations and visitors to enjoy
the beauty of our beaches,
shells and corals in a sus-
tainable way, without de-
stroying or disrupting the
Aruban ecosystem. Help us
protect what is ours!
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(Oranjestad)—Aruba’s City
Center Street Car - or as
we call it in Dutch; “Tram
van Oranjestad’ - is a sin-
gle track tram line in Oran-
jestad, the capital city of
Aruba. It was inaugurated
on 22 December 2012, be-
ing the first and so far the
only passenger rail ser-
vice on Aruba and the rest
of the Dutch Caribbean.
There are two trolleys, a
single-deck one with 42
seats and a double-decker

with 64 seats. The line was
inspired by the popular
battery-powered streetcar
operation at the Grove in
Los Angeles, USA. Aruba’s
streetcars are powered by
hydrogen fuel cells, which
are charged by the island’s
year-round trade winds.

Caya Betico Croes, mostly
referred to as our “main
street” has been devel-
oped into a pollution-free
pedestrian mall. The dou-
ble-decker offers you a 360
degree view of the down
town area with a picture
perfect scenery of the is-
land’s clear blue skies. Who
would not enjoy a ride on
this beautiful and naturally
air-conditioned vehicle?

The tour consists of a total
of 9 stops approximately
200 meters apart from each
other; all stops are clearly
marked. The tram will bring
you close to different mu-
seums, historical plazas,
monuments, the Protestant
church, Aruba’s high- end
mall, retail shops, and a va-
riety of local and interna-
tional cuisine restaurants.
The “l love Aruba” trade-
mark also belongs to that
list. The third stop on the

Why You Should Not Miss Aruba’s Free City Center Street Car Tour

route is close to a 5-minute
walk to the famous Renais-
sance Marina showcasing
luxurious yachts and Aru-
ba’s blue waters.

The “Tram van Oranjestad”
starts from a balloon loop
near the Port of Call and
serves the downtown area
and ends at Plaza Nicky.
The first ride starts at 10:00
am sharp with intervals of
25 minutes. The last trolley
departs from the cruise port
at 5:00 pm. Don’t miss this
tour of the beautiful Aru-
ba’s City Center - it is free
for all!
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members.

,_A()am Open daily 10am to 3am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 | 288.9000 | casinoclhambro.com

CASINO AND SHOPS

— WIN A SHARE OF UP TO —

$1,000 ip

Eree
Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight

Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play.
Play up to five times each Wednesday.

Play Respomibly. Vst www. gomblarssanymeus.org if you ¢ someons you know bas o gamblisg preblam.

THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO

Auntie Anne’s Pretzeks | Aruba Aloe | Baskin-Robbins
Juan Valdez Café | Hungry Piranha - Pizza, Wings & Mare
The Brownstone Ribs and Seafood | The Market
Shalom Body & Soul Spa | Moments & Memories Jewelry
Magnet Perfume Jewelry & Cosmetics | The Lazy Lizard
Shalom Hair & Nails Bar | Twist of Flavors | Dunkin Donuts
Treasure Cove | El Patio Tacos & Tequila | M8 Boutique

Fusion Restaurant, Tapas, Wine & Piano Bar

Tern season has arrived, and ACF is calling for their protection

(ORANJESTAD)—Aruba
has begun to see terns ar-
riving along its coast to
start their breeding season
once again. An event that
happens every year, the
migration of terns to our
island normally begins in
March, but this year it was
observed that they were
already present as early as
January.

In Aruba, there are ten dif-
ferent species of terns that
normally breed from March
to September every year.
However, ACF has noted
that this year their arrival
came earlier, and by the
end of January a presence
of terns was already be-
ing seen in their breeding
areas. During this season,
ten different species breed
at different times. This is the
reason why the season lasts
for more than half a year.

The terns breed mainly in
the Baby Beach area and
along the north coast of

Aruba. Baby Beach is a
particularly special site for
terns, since this is where
they carry out their repro-
duction rituals. Referred
to as a “discotheque” by
Natasha Silva, the point of
Baby Beach near the open
water is where a large
group of terns spends the
season searching for their
partner—for life—to repro-
duce.

Terns are very fragile and
easily disturbed, especially
during their reproduction
rituals.

Their nests are divided into
two specific sites on our is-
land. The first is the reefs
near the refinery in San
Nicolas. These reefs be-
come home to the terns,
where they lay their nests
either on the sand or in the
small bushes around the
reefs. These reefs are “off-
limits” to the public; one of
the only areas in Aruba that
is completely protected by

law.

The terns also lay eggs
along the north coast of
our island, between cliffs
and rocks throughout the
area. This is where they
are vulnerable to greater
danger, according to ACF.
Among these cliffs, every-
thing is well camouflaged
and cannot easily be seen,
even by people who are
walking or driving vehicles
over the rocks.

The chicks have a natu-
ral behavior to “freeze”
in place when they sense
danger. This puts them at
risk of being stepped on.

ing a call to the community
and authorities to help pro-
tect our historic birds.

As general advice, ACF
says to keep distance and
be cautious when pass-
ing through areas where
terns are breeding. “If a
tern starts screaming at
you, that is a sign that you
are too close to their nest
and eggs,” Silva explained.
These are the types of sig-
nals the Aruba community
needs to be aware of.

So once again, a call goes
out to the entire commu-
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For this reason, ACF is mak-

nity of Aruba: Let’s protect
our terns during an impor-
tant season for them. Edu-
cate yourself and others
about the birds, stay alert
to harmful activities near
nests, and share informa-
tion with ACF if you notice
anything unusual in nature.
Together we can care for
and strengthen our nature,
and that begins with edu-
cation.

Aruba Conservation Foun-
dation (ACF) can be
reached by phone at 585-
1234 or by email at info@
acf.aw

Sande and Susan Lichtenstein honored as loyal visitors at Bucuti &
Tara Beach Resort!

The Aruba Tourism Author-
ity recently had the great
pleasure of recognizing
Distinguished Visitors  of
Aruba. The honorees were
respectively honored with
a certificate for their years
of visits, loyalty, and love
for the island of Aruba.

The honorary certification
is presented on behalf of
the Minister of Tourism as
a token of appreciation
and to say “Masha Danki”

to guests who have visited
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or
more consecutively.

The three levels of honor
are as follows:

Distinguished Visitor
(10>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)

Goodwill Ambassador
(20>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)

Emerald Ambassador
(35>years consecutively

visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:

Distinguished Visitors

Mr. Sande and Mrs. Susan
Lichtenstein from Rye, New
York, United States.

The top reasons for return-
ing to Aruba provided by
the honorees were:

J The weather is al-
ways perfect.
. The staff at Bucuti &

Tara go out of their way to

make us comfortable.

. We met a lot of
happy travelers.

J The restaurants are
outstanding.

. It is an easy direct
flight from New York.

On behalf of the Aruba
Tourism  Authority, we
would like to express our
sincere gratitude and ap-
preciation to the honorees
for their continued visits to
the “One Happy Island”.
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This astonishing story be-
gins along the shores of
the Mediterranean in 1762
and finds its redemption on
the quiet island of Aruba in
1765. It is a story not only of
suffering, but of mercy —
not only of bondage, but
of freedom born from com-
passion.

In 1763, Miguel Alvarez, a
legacy of the Spanish era
and Fiscal of Noord, trav-
eled regularly between
the islands and the South
American mainland. A na-
tive Aruban of Indigenous
descent that had adopted
a Spanish name and em-
braced the Catholic faith,
he was known as a man
of conviction and quiet
strength.

During one of his many voy-
ages to Willemstad Cura-
cao, as he was approach-
ing the slave market, his at-
tentionwas drawnto aman
in visibly poor health. The
marketplace was filled with
noise — traders bargaining,
native captives in chains,
ships freshly docked from
distant shores. Yet amidst

the chaos of the market,
this one figure stood out.
Weak, wounded, and ex-
hausted, the man seemed
unlikely to survive the bru-
tal conditions of sale and
transport.

Deeply moved, Alvarez ap-
proached the slave master.
Convinced the man would
soon perish and seeing lit-
tle value in him, the trader
agreed to release the cap-
tive in exchange for a few
ounces of gold. But Miguel
Alvarez was not buying a
slave. He was purchasing a
man’s freedom.

The Fiscal brought the
weakened stranger to the
home of a trusted friend
in town, where he was
cared for tenderly until he
regained enough strength
to travel. When they finally
sailed to Aruba and arrived
in Noord, Alvarez gath-
ered the townspeople and
made his intentions clear.
“lhave not bought aslave,”
he told them all- “But | have
freed a man of faith”.

He explained that what

L

Fiscal.

Miguel Alvarez, native
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had pierced his heart was
not merely the man’s suf-
fering, but the moment he
saw him, even in chains,
make the sign of the Holy
Cross in the same manner
practiced by himself as a
devoted Catholic. In that
simple gesture, Alvarez
recognized shared faith —
and shared humanity. The
man’s name was Crisos-
tomo.

As an adult, he married
a woman named Elena
Petronilla. For fourteen
years they lived peaceful-
ly in their homeland. They
were blessed with five chil-
dren, though heartbreak
followed them — four died
in early childhood. Only
one son, Anastacio, sur-
vived. Then tragedy struck.
One terrible day, slave trad-
ers raided their small town.
Homes were destroyed.
Families were torn apart.
Crisostomo would later
recall the horror through
tears:

“They treated us worse than
animals. Women and chil-
dren were separated from
the men. There were more
than two hundred cap-
tives. Merchants marched
beside us with hundreds of
camels. Many died during
the long journey.”

At dusk, they reached the

outskirts of the port city
of Oran. There, they were
forced onto a crowded
ship bound for the New
World. The crossing was
merciless. Disease, hunger,
and despair claimed many
lives before land was ever
sighted. Crisostomo even-
tually arrived in Curacao —
alone.

Years passed before a
glimmer of hope emerged.
His story reached a Catho-
lic priest living in Caracas,
Father Pedro Ramirez, who
occasionally visited Aruba.
Since this priest understood
some French, he was able
to trace information about
Crisostomo’s missing family.
The following year, a let-
ter arrived with astonishing
news: Anastacio had been
found alive in Caracas. A
priest had purchased the
boy’s freedom and shel-
tered him in a monastery.
Arrangements were made
for him to sail to Aruba.

The reunion of father and
son in Noord was nothing
short of miraculous. Yet the
story was not finished.
About a year later, a ship
traveling from Maracaibo
to the Dominican Republic
ran aground along Aruba’s
southwestern coast, an
area that today is lined with
high-rise hotels and crowd-

ed with tourists. As was
their custom, the people of
Noord hurried to assist the
stranded passengers.
Among them was a Co-
lombian gentleman, Mr.
Morales, traveling with his
family and two servants.
All were brought safely to
Noord for shelter.

One of the servants was
a woman named Elena
Petronilla, Crisostomo’s wife
and Anastacio’s mother.
Against every cruelty of
fate — against slavery, sep-
aration, oceans, and years
of grief — the family stood
reunited on Aruban soil.
Story thoughtfully compiled
and written by Etnia Nativa.
Etnia Nativa is a portal into
the living heart of Aruba’s
ancestral story. Nestled
near the island’s high-rise
hotel district, its understat-
ed presence is part of its
allure—a hidden sanctuary
where heritage breathes
quietly, away from the rush
of mainstream tourism.

To discover Etnia Nativa is
to experience a rare en-
counter with the Aruba’s
authentic identity. Visits
are by appointment only.
WhatsApp +297 592 2702
etnianativa03@gmail.com
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Forgotten gems: Open air movie theaters

(Oranjestad)—During the
span of over 100 vyears,
Aruba only saw five open
air movie theaters. Now
practically obsolete on the
island, these theaters were
once frequently visited by
locals and migrants in the
20th century.

The first open air theater
was constructed in 1920
and was commissioned
by Shon Eduard (Eddy) de
Veer. This theater was lo-
cated at the Hotel Colom-
bia in Oranjestad, which
is now where the Aruban
census office is located.
The theater was simple; it
only consisted of a screen,
and visitors had to bring
their own chairs to enjoy
the popular silent movies of
the time.

American migrants who
worked in the refinery and
lived in the Lago Colony
in Sero Colorado also had
their piece of the pie with
their Open air Theatre,
which formed part of the

Esso Club, also known as
the Pan-Am Club. It was at
this theater that “Talkies”
were first streamed, mov-
ies with sound. This theater
mostly streamed American
blockbusters for the Ameri-
can expats, this way mak-
ing sure that these migrant
were not missing out on
entertainment from their
home land.

In the 1950’s and 60’s, Sa-
vaneta saw their own open
air theater, located in front
of the Marinier’s Kazerne
(Marine Barracks). This the-
ater was mostly visited by
the neighboring marines,
who didn’t have much
entertainment other than
movies at that time.

The last and most recent
open air theater was con-
structed in the form of a
drive-in theater. A popular
American concept, the
Drive Inn located in Balashi
was a hot spot for teenag-
ers, who had the habit of
cramming all their friends in

one car to go see the mov-
ies. For this phenomenon
there was a separate price
that you had to pay called
the “car crash”.

This theater closed around
2012, but was re-opened
during the pandemic in

July 2020, where movies

were streamed on a gigan-
tic screen set up in front of
stacked containers. How-
ever, this nostalgic form of
entertainment did not last
very long as it was closed
again only a year or two
later. Nowadays you can

tainers when you drive near
the bridge in Balashi.

Source: “De kolibrie op de
rots en meer over de ge-
schiedenis van Aruba” by
Evert Bongers.

Know more about the Town Hall Eloy Arends building

The Monuments bureau
shares some essential facts
about the Town Hall known
as the Eloy Arends building.
The aim is to educate the
community about the man-
sion’s construction, history,
and preservation.

The Doctor Eloy Arends
building is located at the
Wilhelminastraat 8 and was
the home of the Arends
family. It was the first build-
ing that the Monuments bu-
reau, and the Government
of Aruba, restored in 1997.
Mr. Medardo ‘Dada’ Picus,
was the architect of this
Aruban-Caribbean build-
ing. The building sits on a
1.545 m2 plot of land and is
a typical Aruban mansion.
It is an open home with
false walls that allow the
connection of the rooms
with each other.

The entrance has large
doors and columns sup-
porting the floor of the up-
per balcony. In between
the columns, there are
decoration details made
out of wood. The elabo-

rately detailed embellish-
ment is known as ginger-
bread trim and the triangu-
lar decorative wall surface
over the columns is called
the tympanum.

The top of the doors and
windows have stained
glass.

The building is not built on
ground level but at approx-
imately 1.5 meters above
ground level. This mansion
elevation created storage

below the wooden floors
and allowed proper venti-
lation.

The building has lots of win-
dows which allow plenty of
light inside, as well as good
ventilation.

It has dormer windows and
crowns on the outside part
of the roof and different
decorations on the edges
of the walls and facade.

This is a stunning building

full of beautiful details that
resemble its beauty and
transform into a history of
love. Aruban tradition for
“well-to-do” families dic-
tates that before a man
gets married, he has to
present his future wife with
a newly built and fully fur-
nished house. It was cer-
tainly the case with this
building.

Due to the engagement
between Eloy Arends and
Monica Lacle (daughter

of Adriaan Lacle, who
is mainly known for the
boulevard that bears his
name), the construction
of the mansion began in
1922 and was completed
in 1925 when the couple
got married.

The Office of the Civil Reg-
istry is located in the adja-
cent building, whereas the
mansion hall is used exclu-
sively for civil wedding cer-
emonies.

The Monuments bureau
will continue to contribute
and educate the commu-
nity about the history of our
monuments with significant
value for Aruba.

DIVI VILLAGE TIMESHARES
FOR RENT
“"CRALY DR. CHRIS ~ HI3
PRICES ARE INSANEN!"
WE WILL MATCH/BEAT ANY
COMPETITOR'S PRICES!
Start Low Season 51299 /
High Season $229% wk
Studio Full Kitchen
Cell (707) 277-1188

ArvubaRentals 18GMail.com
www.ArubaRentalsl.com
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for the three L's, X for the two O, ete. Single letiers, o e e
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words 9 9 714
arg all hines, Each day the code lerers are different.
3-8 CRYPTUQUUTE 6 1 5 7 Answer to previous puzzle
5 7 0|8 8/4/7(9/5/2(3/1]6
B HLLC TPXKMP DILGOMGOGMIEG 2/2/1(3|6/8|4|7|9
112 6 4 ¢ [9/3/6]|4]7[1]2]58
OLK LOIU AXG LTO GDXPXK g |4/15|6/3/7/8|9|2;
8 6 S [2/9/3[8[4(5[7(6][1%
S [ il Al
JRK BIGL KAM GDBXPXK L7 6 8 s |617/8]2/11/9|5/4|3¢
5 715|/9(1|2|3|6(8(4 ¢
= ' T 7 E
AXG ZPXMOCG. — ZPXMCPXWA 7 2 9 81l [318/4]5/9/6[1]2|7¢
= 116/2(7/8|4]|9]/3|5%
=) ifficulty:
OXMKYGWAM 9 ?’ 4 1 % Difficulty: %% 224
+ - \O
Cryptoquote: THE PURPOSE OF 1 9 6 5 S
A WRITER [§ TGO KEEF CIVILIZATION FROM : ©
kDES'I‘RD‘r’ING ITSELE — ALBERT CAMUS L Difficulty: 4% 2125 )
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Al triggering ‘flashing

warning signals’, researcher

says

e
‘.-.*{r

*j,

Professor of Computer Science, University of California,

Berkeley and co-director of the International Association

for Safe and Ethical Al (IASEAI) Stuart Russell, delivers a

speech during the inaugural conference (IASEAI25) at the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

(OECD) center in Paris on February 6, 2025.

Paris, France
Artificial intelligence systems’ growing capabilities,
behaviours and performance in tests are throwing

up

“flashing warning signals” that should set policymakers

moving, leading researcher Stuart Russell said Tuesday in

Paris.

Speaking at a conference hosted by UN cultural and sci-
enfific body UNESCO and the International Associatfion
for Safe and Ethical Al (IASEAI), Russell asked attendees
to “imagine, just hypothetically, that the world was en-
gaged on developing something like AGI (artificial gen-
eral inteligence) and that we put in place tests... and
imagine if those systems started failing all those tests and

behaving dangerously”.

“I'm sure we would respond to those big flashing warning
signals and klaxons going off, and take steps to control

this technology,"” Russell said.

British-born Russell, a professor at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, laid out issues like autonomous Al “agents”

escaping or plotting fo escape human control.

Some even emailed him without human prompting to an-
nounce they had attained senfience or deserved rights.

He highlighted cases of so-called “Al psychosis”, in which
conversations with chatbots encourage people to act ir-
rationally or harm themselves, and warned that the cor-
porate and geopolitical race to build ever-more-power-

ful systems risks amplifying such problems.

How toseech u

TEDAY

sl

a4 TeDAY

[
L e
\

n

: "‘
Downtown ™ o D

o
T

Carya (5

CLASSIFIEDS

Ambassador suites

Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 9 and 10 room #
1329

Pool walk to eagle beach
sleep 4

Price :$10,000 each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

La Quinta beach resort
Eagle beach

2 BR 2 Bath week # 12 room #
2002/2012

Pool walk to eagle beach

Price :$12,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House For sale
Wegkustbaterij ( sanicolaas )
Under construction 10 min drive
To baby beach

2 stories ocean view

4 BR 2 Bath lease land 470 m2
(5059,038 sq feet )

Price :$ 160,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Aruba live

Noord

5 min drive to palm beach
2 BR 2 Bath $385K

1 BR 1 Bath $265K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Savaneta ( fixer upper)

5 min walk to the ocean

2 BR 2 Bath construction 150 m2
(1614,802 sq feet )

Lease land 1330 m2 ( 14316,001
sq feet)

Price :$360,000

Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Condo for sale

Noord

5 min drive to palm beach

2 BR 2 1/2 bath community pool
Price :$310,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Great investment opportunity
5 Appartments complex at
Monserrat

5 min walk to palm beach
Selling the land 602 m2 Comer-
cial land

Plus the drawing and permit to
build

1 st phase $750,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Time - share owners

Are you interested in sell
Your Time - share in Aruba
Call the expert

40 years doing business
Free appraisal and advertise-
ment

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Condo Project

Palm beach

Property land 4433m2

42 Appartments

39 x 88m2 and 3 x 72m2
Price :$5,357,098,20

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

3 BR 3 1/2 bath

5th floor ocean view

Price :$1,550,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Eagle Resort

Eagle Beach

1 BR Sleep 4

week # 5 Room #3524
Price :$ 10,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Barcelo Resort

Palm beach

All - inclusive

Week 6 and 7

3 BR 3 Bath on the 9 th floor
Ocean front

Price :$50,000 both weeks
Call :011 -297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Eagle Resort

Eagle Beach

1 Bedroom sleep 4

Week # 9 room # 1556
Ground floor in front the pool
Price :$10,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Le Vent

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 1/2 bath

4 rd floor ocean view
Price :$1,350,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Eagle Beach

Commercial land to build

12 office spaces ( Map ap-

proved)

6 ground floor 6 1st floor

2630,92 m2 (53,820 sq feet)

Price :$750,000

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
220162

HEALTH

4

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Eagle: Tel.587 9011

San Nicolas:

Centro Medico:Tel.584 5794

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI| SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
Al Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

IAruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Congolese rumba, music caught between neglect and nostalgia

Kinshasa, DR Congo

Each weekend, dancers
stoked on music and al-
cohol sway to the old hits
on the decrepit rooftop
terrace of Kinshasa's ven-
erable La Creche bar like
little has changed in the
Congolese capital since
the 1980s.

The beer flows freely and
the party goes on into the
small hours while the band
keep alive the traditions of
Congolese rumba, a genre
of music whose origins ex-
perts believe lie in the time
before European colonial-
ism.

Yet rumba is so much more
than the soundtrack to a
good night out on the town.
Having made UNESCO's in-
tangible cultural heritage
list in 2021, rumba stands as
a source of intense national
pride in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, as well as
across the border in Con-
go-Brazzaville.

“If you feel nostalgic and
wish we could go back to
the good old days, come
to La Creche," singer Albert
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Congolese music star Papa Wemba performs during the Femua music festival in Abidjan on April
24, 2016 before collapsing on stage.

Diasihilua cheered before
taking to the stage.

As midnight nears with the
party in full swing, the wait-
ress joins the throng on the
dancefloor, swept up by
the tunes until a power cut
brings the music to a halt.
A generator thrums into life
and the dancing begins
anew.

Since 1984, La Creche's
legendary orchestra has
passed down the rumba
tradition, performing covers
of the great classics by leg-
ends like Franco Luambo,
Tabu Ley Rochereau and

Snoop Dogg

London, United Kingdom
Swansea co-owner Snoop
Dogg wants fans to ser-
enade him by twirling tow-
els when he visits the Welsh

Grand Kalle.

"This is the home of authen-
tic rumba," insisted Diasihi-
lua.

But despite the UNESCO
listing, many fear for the
future of the genre given
its relative neglect by the
younger generations.

- 'Under threat' -

In Kinshasa's hip bars, the
rumba of yesteryear has
given way to a modern fu-
sion of Afropop and RnB, a
style notably popularised
outside the country by Con-
golese artist Fally I[pupa.

"We cannot lose this music
as we are on the way out,"
pleaded Diasihilua, who
has already spent 50 of his
73 years on earth gigging.
To help preserve the genre,
a national museum of
rumba officially opened its
doors to the public in the
capital in December. The
museum is housed in the
former home of rumba star
Papa Wemba, who died in
2016.

For Glodi Nkiadiasivi, the
museum's assistant director,
Congolese rumba is "under

threat" of being forgotten.
"Young people do not un-
derstand itsrichness, they're
more and more influenced
by American, Nigerian and
French songs," Nkiadiasivi
added.

Besides displays of clothes
from Papa Wemba's fa-
mously flamboyant ward-
robe and traditional Con-
golese instruments, the mu-
seum hopes to attract visi-
tors through guided tours,
conferences and concerts.
But just a hundred or so
guests have come so far,
according to Nkiadiasivi.

- 'Cramping the style' -
With less than one percent
of the government's bud-
get devoted to culture,
little help is expected from
the Congolese state.

Yet at the National Institute
of the Arts (INA) in Kinshasa,
founded shortly after inde-
pendence from Belgium in
1960, teachers are striving
to train the next genera-
tion. Since 2022, students
can take classes in the his-
tory of Congolese rumba
and the basics of musical
theory.

"There are lots of very tal-
ented atrtists in the city, but
they don't know how to
read music because they
learnt on the job," said Mi-
chel Lutangamo, a profes-
sor and conductor at the
INA.QD

‘can’t wait’ for first Swansea visit

football club for the first
time.

The American rapper, a
minority owner of Swan-
sea who play in England’s

U.S. rapper Snoop Dogg attends the figure skating women's
single skating short program during the Milano Cortina 2024
Winter Olympic Games at Milano Ice Skating Arena in Milan
on February 17, 2026.

second-tier Championship
is due to attend Tuesday’s
clash at home to Preston.
And he has asked the
crowd to be in their seats
ahead of kick-off to twirl
complimentary towels a
common sight among fans
in American sports.
“@SnoopbDogg is asking
the Jack Army to join him
in a pre-match towel twirl
this evening,” said a post
on Swansea'’s official X ac-
count.

“Fans are encouraged to
be in their seats 20 minutes
before kick-off, and to twirl
the towels as Shnoop walks
on the pitch.”

The post was accompa-
nied by a short video of the

54-year-old singer showing
how he would like fans to
twirl the towels.

His visit was announced
last week and the chart-
topping Snoop Dogg said
on Swansea’s website: “I|
know it has been a long
time coming, but | cannot
wait to finally make my first
visit to Swansea.

“From the moment we
talked about me becom-
ing an owner, | have been
looking forward to the
chance to be with you all
at the Swansea.com Sta-
dium. “l have heard so
many great things about
the atmosphere, especial-
ly when we play under the
lights.
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Mayweather to fight Pacquiao in Las Vegas in September

Los Angeles, United States
Floyd Mayweather and
Manny Pacquiao will meet
in a long-awaited rematch
of the highest-grossing
clash in boxing history this
September at the Sphere
in Las Vegas, Nefflix an-
nounced Monday.

The bout between two of
boxing’s biggest names
who famously fought a
blockbuster clash in 2015,
and are now both in their
late forties comes days
after Mayweather an-
nounced he is coming out
of retirement.

It will be broadcast live Sep-
tember 19 on Nefflix, as the
global streaming platform
increasingly moves into live
sports with glitzy one-off
events.

“Floyd and | gave the world
what remains the biggest
fight in boxing history. The
fans have waited long
enough they deserve this
rematch,” said Pacquiao,
47, in a joint statement.
Mayweather beat fellow
welterweight Pacquiao in
their money-spinning 2015
“Fight of the Century,”
which generated a record
4.6 million pay-per-view
buys but largely failed to
live up to the hype.
Mayweather is believed to
have earned an estimated
$300 million from the unani-

Spurs overpower Pistons in

unification championship bout, May 2, 2015 at MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas,

mous points victory over
the Filipino icon, which re-
mains the most lucrative
fight in history and gener-
ated more than $600 mil-
lion revenue.

Former multi-weight world
champion Mayweather re-
tired from boxing in 2017,
unbeaten in 50 bouts,
though he has continued
to fight in exhibitions since,

NBA's form teams

Los Angeles, United States
Victor Wembanyama led
a defensive masterclass
as the San Antonio Spurs
out-muscled the Detroit
Pistons 114-103 Monday in
an intense and aggressive
clash between the NBA'’s
two most in-form teams.
Sitting second in the West-
ern Conference, the Spurs
were pushed hard for their
ninth-straight victory by the
East-topping Pistons, who
had entered the home
court matchup on a five-
win streak of their own.

Defenses dominated the
first meeting between the
two sides this season, with
the 7-foot-5 Wembanya-
ma making six blocks and
17 rebounds to fuel transi-
tions as the Spurs pulled

clear in the latter stages.
While the Pistons’ shoot-
ing was at times sloppy,
Devin Vassell led the Spurs’
offense, with 28 points in-
cluding seven three-point-
ers as many as the entire
Detroit team managed
collectively.

“They tried to impose their
will. We tried to get out on
transition, keep getting
stops, find an open man.
That’s what we did,” said
Vassell.

The Spurs had raced to
a 12-point lead from tip-
off. But they trailed by the
end of the first quarter, set-
fing the tone for a fiercely
contested back-and-forth
game.

Late in the second quar-
ter, Cade Cunningham
barged Stephon Castle to

including an upcoming
clash this spring with Mike
Tyson.

Pacquaio, also a multiple
world champion, retired
for a four-year period from
2021 in which he unsuc-
cessfully ran for the Philip-
pine presidency. He came
out of retirement last year.
- ‘Oneloss’ -

Rumors of a Mayweather-

clash of

the floor, angering Spurs
teammate Keldon John-
son who earned a techni-
cal foul for retaliating.

But the Pistons’ defense
kept them in the game,
putting Wembanyama un-
der particular pressure. The
French prodigy struggled
to make an offensive mark
on the early action.

San Antonio took a slen-
der lead into half-time. The
contest tightened further
in the third quarter.

Spurs guard Dylan Harper
was slammed off the court
and face-first info a cam-
eraman.

Growing into the game,
Wembanyama made mul-
tiple spectacular blocks
and rebounds to propel his
side up the court, as the

Pacquiao rematch have
circulated for years, and
speculation soared fol-
lowing Mayweather’s an-
nouncement last week that
he would return to the pro-
fessional arena this year.

“| already fought and beat
Manny once. This time will
be the same result,” said
Mayweather, in the state-
ment. “l want Floyd to live

a1\

with the one loss on his
professional record and al-
ways remember who gave
it to him,” said Pacquiao.
The clash will be the first-
ever professional boxing
match to take place at
Sphere, a venue primar-
ily used for concerts and
films which opened in 2023
and features an immer-
sive 160,000-square-foot
wraparound screen on its
curved interior walls.

It will be shown globally on
Netflix, which boasts some
325 million subscribers.

The streamer has recently
increased its sports offer-
ings, with a super middle-
weight clash between Ter-
ence Crawford and Saul
“Canelo” Alvarez in Las Ve-
gas last September viewed
by 41 million people.

It also aired divisive fights
pitting YouTuber-turned-
boxer Jake Paul against
a 58-year-old Tyson in No-
vember 2024, and versus
Anthony Joshua last De-
cember.

Both were criticized for
proving to be lackluster
contests, but drew enor-
mous global attention.

- ‘Glory’ -

Nicknamed “Money”, for-
mer multi-weight world
champion Mayweather
was once the world’s high-
est-paid athlete.

Keldon Johnson #3 and De’aaron Fox #4 of the San Antonio
Spurs slap hands during action against the Detroit Pistons
during the third quarter at Little Caesars Arena on February

23, 20246 in Detroit, Michigan.

Spurs opened a 15-point
lead in the final quarter.
Jalen Duren led a late Pis-
tons fightback, finishing
with 25 points, but it ulti-
mately fizzled as a resolute
San Antonio saw out the
game. Wembanyama fin-
ished with 21 points, and
Julian Champagnie add-
ed another 17.

“We all play for each oth-
er. We’re all super humble.
All we want to do is win,”
said Vassell.

The hard-fought victory
puts the Spurs at 41-16, still
trailing the West-leading
defending champions
Oklahoma City Thunder, at
44-14.1
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Medvedev advances in Dubai, suggests ranking system rethink

Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Daniil Medvedev Dbeat
Shang Juncheng on Tues-
day to reach the last 16
of the Dubai Open but im-
plored tour organisers to
limit ranking points to only
the most prestigious events
to reduce player workload.
A week after beating the
Chinese world number 262
in Doha, Medvedev again
faced Shang and won 6-1,
6-3 in his opening match in
the 500-level event in the
UAE.

After the victory, Med-
vedev said he would like
to see more mandatory
events in the calendar, but
for ranking points only to be
attributed to Masters-level
events and Grand Slams in
order to convince players
to enter less tournaments.
“l would think the players

would agree, fromwhat I’'m
hearing, to making... even
more mandatory tourna-
ments,” the 11th-ranked
Russian told reporters.

“l would say make four
Grand Slams, | don’t know,
11 Masters, and that’s it.
The other tournaments
(500- and 250-level events),
maybe make them without
points or something.”

The 2021 US Open win-
ner said that the chase for
points to climb the rankings
and reach the ATP Finals
reserved for the top eight
in the world causes players
to increase their workload,
sometimes to the detriment
of their bodies.

“What happens is last year,
Holger (Rune) got injured
in Stockholm (250 event),
everybody was like, ‘Yeah,

Experience Aruban culture with this exciting
theme night featuring a Carnival show,
mixology bar, local artists and more. You can
sample Aruban cuisine, including delicious
BBQ options with a tropical twist. A local brass
band will be performing, and you can pose
with elaborately dressed Carnival dancers for a
memorable photo op as well, so don't miss it.

>

*Plus 17% service charge

USD $59pp*

Kids 6-12 yrs. pay ' price

Book your table at
RenArubaEvents.com
and party like a local!

but you don’t have to play
it’. If he wants to be in Turin
(for the ATP Finals), he has
to, even if it’s not a manda-
tory tournament,” Medve-
dev said.

“Last year, | played in sev-
en tournaments in a row.
Did | have to? No. | played
bad in the beginning of
the year, maybe | can get
100 points here, 200 points
here, be higher seeded
next year.

“If there would be no points
there, at least it is an easier
decision. But it’s not going
to happen.”

Elsewhere in Dubai, second
seed Alexander Bublik beat
lucky loser Jan-Lennard
Struff 6-3, 6-4 to reach the
second round.

Former world number three
Stefanos Tsitsipas was elimi-

Renaissance Ocean Suites B
Thursday Nights, 6:30-10p

PARTY LIKE A LO

DUSHI ARUBA THIS WAY:

RENAISSANCE"

WIND CREEK ARUBA RESORT

Russia’s Daniil Medvedev serves the ball against Greece’s
Stefanos Tsitsipas during their men’s singles match at the Qatar
Open tennis tournament in Doha on February 18, 2026.

nated in straight sets by Lehecka won 4-6, 6-4, 6-2
Ugo Humbert, while Jiri against Luca Nardi.(

Former U.S. Open
champion Raducanu in no
hurry to find new coach

London, United Kingdom

Emma Raducanu insists she is in no rush to find a new
coach as the former US Open champion looks to re-
vert to a “more aggressive style of play”.

The British tennis player has got through several coach-
es in a relatively short career, with Francisco Roig the
latest to leave the role after the Spaniard spent six
months working with Raducanu.

The 23-year-old was outspoken after a second-round
loss to Anastasia Potapova at the Australian Open,
saying she wanted to be playing “in a way more simi-
lar to when | was younger”.

In Raducanu’s next tournament in Romania she
reached her first final since the stunning US Open fri-
umph in 2021 and she insisted she remains happy
working with hitting partner Alexis Canter, a 27-year-
old former British player who reached a career-high
ranking of 779 last year.]

Austria’s Anastasia Potapova celebrates a match point
against Britain’s Emma Raducanu during their women’s
singles match on day four of the Australian Open tennis
tournament in Melbourne on January 21, 2026.



