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FEMA staff sound the alarm on disaster preparedness at rally in
front of agency headquarters

By GABRIELA A. ANGUEIRA
Associated Press

Current and former staff
of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency dem-
onstrated against workforce
and program cuts during a
"FEMA Solidarity Rally" on Fri-
day, a potentially risky act
of protest because some
of the same staffers were
placed on leave after sign-
ing a public dissent letterin
August.

Several dozen people
gathered outside the FEMA
headquarters in Washing-
tfon, D.C., calling on Presi-
dent Donald Trump to stop
dismantling the agency
charged with managing the
federal disaster response.
They warned that eliminat-
ing FEMA, something the
president suggested he
would consider, would put
lives at risk and hurt com-
munities.

"It's clear these disasters are
becoming more frequent
and more intense," Jeremy
Edwards, the agency's dep-
uty director of public affairs
under President Joe Biden,
said at the rally. "Our coun-
tfry needs FEMA now more
than ever. And right now,
FEMA needs us, t00."

The demonstration also was
a call to support FEMA staff
members who have been

A sign for the Federal Emergency Management Agency is pictured at FEMA headquarters, April

20, 2020, in Washington.

on paid administrative
leave for nearly two months
after signing a public letter
of dissent in August. That let-
ter criticized Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Kristi Noem
and other Trump officials for
cutting staff and programs.
"Try as they might to run us
over, we are not backing
down, and we are putting
up one hell of a fight," said
Phoenix Gibson, one of the
few current FEMA employ-
ees who publicly signed the
dissent letter.

FEMA did not immediately
respond fo a request for
comment on the rally.
Demonstrators waved signs
that said "FEMA Saves Lives"
and "Hands off FEMA" while

speakers paid tribute tfo
FEMA's staff and mission,
which they said has been
under aftack by the Trump
administration.

FEMA veterans recalled
proud moments when they
helped deploy search and
rescue teams after the 1995
Oklahoma City bombing, or
helped nail tarps to people's
roofs after Hurricane Kaftrina
in 2005.

Michael Coen, FEMA chief
of staff in the Obama and
Biden administrations, said
the employees' commit-
ment fo helping people
compelled them "to warn
Congress and the Ameri-
can people of the cascad-
ing effects of the decisions
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being made by the current
administration."

Organizers said they want
Noem to reinstate signers of
the August declaration, for
acting administrator David
Richardson to resign and
for FEMA staff to no longer
be required to assist U.S. Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement officers.

Trump has repeatedly float-
ed the idea of eliminating or
phasing out FEMA, though
that rhetoric has shiffed in
recent months. Noem of-
ten says FEMA should be
eliminated "as it exists foday"
and remade into something
new.

The agency has been in
upheaval since January.

About 18% of the agency's
permanent full-fime em-
ployees have departed,
including 24 senior-level
staffers, according fo the
Government Accountabil-
ity Office.

The administration also
has slashed resilience and
preparedness funding. A
requirement that Noem
personally approve any
spending over $100,000
has drawn sharp criticism
and was even blamed for
delays in deploying search-
and-rescue teams after the
deadly Texas floods in July.
Trump appointed a 12-per-
son FEMA review council
led by Noem and Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth.
It is expected to submit its
recommendations around
December.

Any major changes to FE-
MA's authority would require
action by Congress. Law-
makers in the House intro-
duced the bipartisan "FEMA
Act" this summer, which calls
forreturning FEMA to a Cab-
inet-level agency, deploy-
ing project-based grants
instead of reimbursements,
and creating a single appli-
cation for all federal disas-
ter help for survivors, among
other reforms.

Rally organizers said they
supported the bill.

President Donald Trump, right, shakes the hand of Russia's
President Vladimir Putin during a joint press conference at Joint
Base EImendorf-Richardson, Alaska, Aug. 15, 2025.
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By The Associated Press
People in Russia and Ukraine
on Friday hoped for progress
but anticipated no major
breakthrough on ending
their war at an upcoming
summit between U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump and Rus-
sian leader Viadimir Putin.
The two leaders agreed in a
phone call Thursday to meet

in Budapest, Hungary, in the
coming weeks, according to
Trump, who was scheduled
to meet with Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy at
the White House later Friday.
"When (Trump and Putin)
meet, | don't think anything
will be achieved quickly,"
36-year-old Moscow resi-
dent Artyom Kondratov told

Russians and Ukrainians expect no
major breakthrough at planned
Trump-Putin summit

The Associated Press.

At a previous Trump-Putin
summit in Alaska in August,
Putin didn't budge from his
demands and has raised
objections about some key
aspects of U.S.-led peace
efforts. Three rounds of di-
rect peace talks in Istanbul
yielded no major break-
throughes.

"There will be some progress
(in Hungary), yes, again, re-
garding prisoner exchanges
and the return of children
from both sides, but I'm sure
there won't be any concrete
action in the coming days,"
Kondratov said.

Another Moscow resident,
58-year-old Alexander
Fedotov, reckoned Trump's

peacemaking efforts could
bear fruit.

"Trump isn't going to Europe
for nothing. It's a big trip for
him after all," he said. "l think
there will be progress.”
More than three years after
Russia's full-scale invasion
of its neighbor began and
more than 10 years after
it seized Ukraine's Crimea
peninsula, many are weary
of the war.

"I wish everyone well and
peace. We're all waiting
for this, all Russians want it,"
55-year-old Svetlana, who
didn't give her last name,
said in Sevastopol, Crimea's
largest city.

The mood in Kyiv was less
hopeful.

"There are no expectations
from any of these meetings,
because the previous meet-
ings showed that they are
not productive," Marichka
Fartushna, an army medic,
fold the AP.

"Trump has clearly shown
his position. He is not for
Ukraine," she said.
Ukrainian veteran Ivan Bo-
latskyi said that amid the
intense diplomatic maneu-
vering he expects the U.S. to
stand by Ukraine.

"We showed the whole
world that we can fight
and we are ready to fight
until the end," he said. "And
we expect support from our
friends, Americans, from the
American people."
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'No Kings' protests return as Trump ramps up authoritarian
practices, organizers say

By SAFIYAH RIDDLE
Associated Press/Report For
America

Big crowds of protesters are
expected Saturday in thou-
sands of places around the
U.S. in opposition to what
some are characterizing
as increasingly authoritar-
ian practices by President
Donald Trump.

It's the second "No Kings"
protest and third mass
movement against the ad-
ministration this year, and it
comes amid an intensifying
conflict between federal law
enforcement and protesters
natfionwide.

Some conservative politi-
cians have condemned the
protests as "Hate America"
rallies, while others say that
it represents a "patriofic” fight
for First Amendment rights.
Here is what to expect on
Saturday.

Organizers aim to boost po-
litical engagement

Ezra Levin, a leading orgo-
nizer of Saturday's protests,
said the demonstrations are
aresponse to what he called
Trump's "crackdown on First
Amendment rights."

Levin, the co-executive di-
rector of the nonprofit Indi-
visible, pointed to Trump's
sweeping immigration
crackdown, his unprec-
edented promises to use
federal power to influence
midterm elections, restric-
fions on press freedom and

Dee Cahill of Margate, Fla., holds a "No Kings" sign as she participates in a pro-democracy, anti-
Trump protest outside Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., Thursday, July 17, 2025.

retribution against political
opponents.

He said those steps cumulao-
tively represented a direct
threat to constitutionally pro-
tected rights.

Protests are planned for
more than 2,500 locations
nationwide — from the coun-
fry's largest city, New York, to
small unincorporated, rural
communities like East Glo-
cier Ridge, Montana, with
roughly 300 residents.
Organizers will consider the
day a success, Levin said, if
people are galvanized to
become more politically in-

volved on an ongoing basis.
Mostly peaceful protest in
June

The last "No Kings" protest
took place on June 14 in
thousands of cities and
fowns across the country,
in large part to protest a
military parade in Washing-
ton that marked the Army's
250th anniversary and coin-
cided with Trump's birthday.
"No Kings" organizers at the
time called the parade "cor-
onation" that was symbolic
of what they characterized
as Trump's growing authori-
tarian overreach.
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Confrontations were isolated
and the protests were largely
peaceful.

Police in Los Angeles, where
protests over federal immi-
gration enforcement raids
erupted the week prior and
sparked demonstrations
across the country, used
tear gas and crowd-confrol
munifions to clear out pro-
testers after the formal event
ended. Officers in Portland
also fired tear gas and pro-
jectiles to disperse a crowd
that protested in front of a
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement building

well into the evening.

One protester was killed dur-
ing the Salt Lake City march
in June. A safety volunteer
shot at a person allegedly
pointing arifle at demonstra-
tors, butinadvertently struck
and killed protester Arthur
Folasa Ah Loo, a beloved
fashion designer.

Utah organizers focus on
healing

Four months later, no one
has been charged. Experts
have said state gun laws
may shield both the shooft-
er and the man who bran-
dished a rifle but didn't fire
shots.

Jamie Carter, an organizer
of Saturday's rally, said Utah
activists considered not par-
ticipating in this round of "No
Kings" demonstrations, but
"we also felt that we really
had to get back out there."
Organizers are not affiliated
with the groups who put on
the June demonstration that
furned deadly. Safety vol-
unteers will be present but
unarmed, and all have re-
ceived de-escalation frain-
ing, said Carter, of Salt Lake
Indivisible. Attendees have
been asked not to bring
weapons.

"We really want this to be a
very uplifting, happy event
of people coming together
in a community fo kind of try
fo erase and replace some
of the bad memories," she
said.d

GOP turns Schumer print quotes into Al-generated video of him
saying shutdown good for Democrats

By THOMAS BEAUMONT
Associated Press

Senate Republican cam-
paign leaders are using
artificial inteligence-gener-
ated video to falsely depict
Senate Democratic Leader
Chuck Schumer appearing
to say on camera comments
he made in a print publica-
tion interview about the po-
litical impacts of the partial
government shutdown.

The 30-second digital ad
from the National Repub-
lican Senate Committee
features the Democratic
New York senator appear-
ing to say on camera about
the shutdown, now in its 3rd
week, "Every day gefs bet-

ter for us."

The words were taken from
an interview Schumer gave
in a print interview to Punch-
bowl News last week, sug-
gesting that the longer the
government stoppage last-
ed, the more advantageous
itis politically for Democrats.
But NRSC officials sought to
highlight what they were
portraying as insensitive to
Americans hindered in their
effort to obtain government
services, and justified using
the quotes in a format dif-
ferent from how they were
presented.

The ad includes a disclaimer
that Alwas used in generat-
ing if, as seen on YouTube

and when posted on the
social media platform X by
the NRSC.

"Al-generated content s
here," NRSC spokesperson
Joanna Rodriguez told The
Associated Press. "lt's going
fo be used in campaigns. It's
going to be up to legal and
ethical parameters."

"These are Chuck Schumer's
own words," she added,
"and video is a way for vot-
ers to see and hear it them-
selves."

In addition to portraying
Schumer as seizing political
advantage from the shut-
down, the ad also shows ac-
tual video of military service
members in line at a food

frustration as he speaks to reporters outside the Senate chamber
to blame President Donald Trump and the Republicans with the
government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Thursday,
Oct. 16, 2025.

bank, with White House of-
ficials and Senate Republi-
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cans bemoaning the effects
of the shutdown.
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L.A. county reaches tentative $828M agreement to settle 400 more
claims of sexval abus

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Los An-
geles County has reached
a tentative $828 million
agreement to settle more
than 400 additional sexual
abuse claims against county
employees, months after ap-
proving the largest sexual
abuse settlement in U.S. his-
tory, officials said Friday.
The agreement sfill needs
approval from the Los Ange-
les County Board of Supervi-
sors. The county approved
the historic $4 billion settle-
ment in April for thousands
of claims of sexual abuse in
juvenile facilities since 1959,
officials said.

It also comes as the coun-
ty investigates allegations
that some people included
in the $4 Dbillion settlement
were paid to file claims. A
Los Angeles Times investiga-
tionreported that nine plain-
tiffs said they were paid 1o
sue, and four of them have
said they made fraudulent
claims.

County officials said in an-
nouncing the new settle-
ment for 400 additional
claims that "the credibility
of every individual claim will
be reviewed, and plaintiffs
determined to have submit-
ted fraudulent claims will
receive no money from the
seftlement."
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Jonathan Wright, 39, holds up the T-shirt he was given when he first went to Maclaren Children's
Center in El Monte as an 8-year-old during a news conference in Los Angeles, June 9, 2022.

The plaintiffs were able to
sue because of a California
law that took effect in 2020
that suspended the statute
of limitations for childhood
sex abuse victims to bring
cases for three years.

The lawsuits filed by thou-
sands of people alleged
they were mistreated and
sexually abused in foster
care and juvenile detention
facilities in the county.

Initially the $4 billion agree-
ment was to settle 7,000
claims but that grew to
11,000, officials said. The
county said it now faces as
many as 2,500 additional
cases beyond those cov-
ered by the two settlements
and that the total number
of claims could run as high
as 14,000 or more. Officials
said the settlements were
causing financial strain for

Associated Press

the county.

Under the $4 billion settle-
ment, the amount paid to
each plaintiff could range
from $100,000 to $3 million.
If the latest settlement is ap-
proved, individual awards
will be determined based on
factors including the severity
of abuse alleged.

Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors Chair Kath-
ryn Barger said the system

is vulnerable to fraud but
officials are strengthening
their review process to en-
sure settflement money only
goes to victims.

To prevent fraud, the county
said every plaintiff must com-
plete a detailed, multipage
summary, under penalty of
perjury, of the abuse suf-
fered, and additional proof
may be requested.

Claims brought by the law
firm Downtown L.A. Law
Group, or DTLA, in the April
settlement will undergo ad-
ditional scrutiny, officials
said.

Some of the plaintiffs rep-
resented by the firm told
the Los Angeles Times that
people they met outside a
county social services office
offered them money to sub-
mit claims, drove them to
the DTLA firm and then paid
them amounts ranging from
$50 to $200 each.
California law prohibits non-
attorneys from soliciting peo-
ple fo sign up for lawsuits with
a firm.

DTLA denies any wrongdo-
ing. Those plaintiffs could
be asked to do additional
interviews and provide more
proof of allegations, de-
pending on the nature of
the claim and the suspected
fraud, the county said.(4

Trump adminisiration asks Supreme Court to allow deployment of
National Guard in Chicago area

Military personnel in uniform, with the Texas National Guard
patch on, are seen at the U.S. Army Reserve Center, Tuesday,
Oct. 7, 2025, in Elwood, ., a suburb of Chicago.

Associated Press

By MARK SHERMAN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Trump administration on
Friday asked the Supreme
Court to allow the deploy-

ment of National Guard
froops in the Chicago areq,
escalating President Donald
Trump's conflict with Demo-
cratic governors over using
the military on U.S. soil.The

emergency appeal to the
high court came after a
judge prevented, for at least
two weeks, the deployment
of Guard members from Illi-
nois and Texas to assist immi-
gration enforcement. A fed-
eral appeals court refused
fo put the judge’s order on
hold.

The conservative-dominat-
ed court has handed Trump
repeated victories in emer-
gency appeals since he took
office in January, after lower
courtshave ruled against him
and often over the objection
of the three liberal justices.
The court has allowed Trump
to ban tfransgender people
from the military, claw back
billions of dollars of congres-
sionally approved federal
spending, move aggressively
against immigrants and fire

the Senate-confirmed lead-
ers of independent federal
agencies,

In the dispute over the
Guard, U.S. District Judge
April Perry said she found no
substantial evidence that a
“danger of rebellion” is brew-
ing in lllinois during Trump’s
immigration crackdown.
But Solicitor General D. John
Sauer, Trump’s top Supreme
Court lawyer, urged the jus-
tices to step inimmediately.
Perry's order, Sauer wrote,
“impinges on the President’s
authority and needlessly en-
dangers federal personnel
and property.”

Eleven people were arrested
at a Friday morning protest
outside a U.S. Customs and
Immigration Enforcement
facility in the west Chicago
suburb of Broadview. Law

enforcement had urged
demonstrators to stay in
designated “protest zones.”
In recent weeks, the Broad-
view ICE facility has been
the site of tense protests,
where federal agents have
previously used tear gas and
other chemical agents on
protesters and journalists.

A federal judge in Oregon
also has temporarily blocked
the deployment of Nationall
Guard froops there.

Guard troops from several
states also are patrolling the
nation’s capital and Mem-
phis, Tennessee.

In a California case, ajudge
in Sepfember said the de-
ployment was illegal. By that
point, just 300 of the thou-
sands of troops sent there
remained and the judge did
not order them to leave.(]
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Australla sharlng tips on curblng social medla for chlldren before
age limit s’rarts in December

By ROD McGUIRK
Associated Press
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
— The Australion govern-
ment has begun a pub-
lic educatfion campaign
with fips on how to wean
children off social media
ahead of a world-first na-
tional 16-year age limit tak-
ing effect in December.
Australian  eSafety Com-
missioner Julie Inman Grant
said Friday that information
on her agency's website,
esafety.gov.au, explained
the new laws and how to
navigate them.

Starting Dec. 10, platforms
including Facebook, Ins-
tagram, Snapchat, TikTok,
X and YouTube could be
fined up to 50 million Aus-
tralian dollars ($33 million) if
they don't take reasonable
steps to prevent Australians
younger than 16 from hold-

"

In this

image taken from a video, Australia’s eSafety

Commissioner Julie Inman Grant speaks to reporters in Gold
Coast, Australia, Friday, Oct. 17, 2025.

ing accounts.

Messages raising aware-
ness will also be shared
starting Sunday across digi-
tal channels, television, ra-
dio and billboards.

"We want children to have

Associated Press

childhoods. We want par-
ents to have peace of
mind and we want young
people — young Ausfro-
lians — to have three more
years to learn who they are
before platforms assume

who they are,” Communi-
cations Minister Anika Wells
told reporters, referring to
the current de facto 13-
year age limit for social me-
dia accounts based on U.S.
privacy legislation.

The Australian age restric-
tions have already proved
polarizing, with some ex-
perts warning the changes
will harm as well as protect
children. More than 140
Australian and internation-
al academics signed an
open letter to the govern-
ment last year opposing a
social media age limit as
"foo blunt an instfrument to
address risks effectively."
Despite that warning, the
laws passed with resound-
ing support last year. The
platforms had a year to
figure out how to comply
without foolproof technolo-
gy available to verify ages.

Inman Grant said the so-
cial media age restriction
would be a '"very monu-
mental event for a lot of
young people."

Her agency offered check-
lists and conversation start-
ers about ways to make
the transition, such as fol-
lowing an online influencer
through a website rather
than a social media ac-
count, she said.

"How do we start wean-
ing them from social me-
dia now so it isn't a shock
on Dec. 102 How do we
help them download their
archives and their memo-
ries and how do we make
sure that they're in fouch
with friends and are aware
of mental health support if
they're feeling down when
they're not tethered to their
phones over the holiday
period?" she added.

Prince Andrew says he's giving up his Duke of York title as Epstein
allegations refuse to fade

LONDON (AP) — Prince An-
drew said Friday he is giving
up his royal title of the Duke
of York and other honors
after his friendship with sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein re-
turned to the headlines.
The younger brother of King
Charles Il said he and the
royal family had decided
"the continued accusations
about me distract from the
work of His Majesty and the
royal family," Prince An-
drew said in a statement
released by Buckingham
Palace.

It comes as excerpts have
been published of an up-
coming posthumous mem-
oir from Virginia Roberts Gi-
uffre, who has alleged she
was trafficked by Epstein
and had sex with Andrew
when she was 17.

Andrew, 65, stepped down

from public life in 2019, but
denied wrongdoing.

In a statement Friday he
said:  "With His Majesty's
agreement, we feel | must
now go a step further. | will
therefore no longer use my
titte or the honours which
have been conferred upon
me. As | have said previ-
ously, | vigorously deny the
accusations against me."
Giuffre died by suicide in
April at the age of 41.In the
memoir she details alleged
encounters with Prince An-
drew, who she sued in 2021,
claiming that they had sex
when she was 17. Andrew
denied her claims and said
he didn't recall having met
her.

Andrew, once second in
line to the British throne, has
long been a source of tab-
loid fodder because of his

links fo Epstein, other ques-
tionable characters and
money woes.

His attempt to refute Giuf-
fre's allegations backfired
during a November 2019
BBC interview. Viewers saw
a prince who proffered cu-
rious rebuttals — such as
disputing Giuffre's recollec-
tion of sweaty dancing by
saying he was medically
incapable of perspiring —
and showed no empathy
for the women who said
Epstein abused them.
Within days of the interview,
Andrew stepped down
from his royal duties. Giuf-
fre sued him and the case
was seftled in 2022 for an
undisclosed sum. A state-
ment filed in court said that
the prince acknowledged
Epstein was a sex tfrafficker
and Giuffre was "an estab-

Prince Andrew looks round as he leaves after attending the
Easter Matins Service at St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle,
England, April 20, 2025.

lished victim of abuse."

As well as no longer being
known as the Duke of York,
Andrew will also give up
other ftitles: Knight Grand
Cross of the Royal Victo-

Associated Press

rian Order and Royal Knight
Companion of the Most
Noble Order of the Garter.

He will remain a prince,
which he has been entitled
to since birth..
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Clashes break out near Bangladesh parliament as major parties

sign a roadmap for change
2 4

By JULHAS ALAM
Associated Press

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP)
— Major political parties in
Bangladesh signed a road-
map Friday for political re-
forms proposed by the in-
terim government while po-
lice clashed with protesters
who wanted the document
to include more provisions
for the activists who helped
oust the previous govern-
ment.

Police officers fired tear gas
and used stun grenades
and batons to disperse
several hundred protesters
outside the national Parlia-
ment building in the capi-
tal Dhaka. Some of them
clashed with police while
others vandalized a police
vehicle. Witnesses said sev-
eral people were injured in
the clashes.

The protesters described
themselves as part of the
movement that led to the
ouster in August 2024 of for-
mer Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina following a 15-year
rule that critics said had
become increasingly auto-
cratic. The protesters said
they were seeking more
guarantees of welfare and
other programs for par-
ficipants in the 2024 move-
ment.

The interim government,
headed by Nobel Peace

Head of the Bangladesh's interim government and Nobel laureate Dr. Muhammad Yunus, center
right, displays a political charter called 'July National Charter' at an event outside Bangladesh's
national parliament complex in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Friday, Oct. 17, 2025.

Prize laureate Muhammad
Yunus, invited the country's
main political parties to sign
the new political charter
Friday to pave the way for
a raft of political reforms,
though the groups did not
include Hasina's  Awami
League, formerly a mo-
jor political force that has
been banned under the in-
terim government.

The document, named the
"July National Charter" after
the national uprising that

began in July 2024, is non-
binding and the proposals
for constitutional and legall
changes must be approved
by a new Parliament after
elections, which Yunus has
promised for next February.
The roadmap's provisions
would include bringing
more checks and balances
fo the counftry's political sys-
tem to avoid authoritarian
administrations, including
by giving the presidency
more authority to balance

Associated Press

what had been a power-
ful prime minister position. It
also proposes term limits for
legislators, and measures to
prevent conflicts of interest,
money laundering and cor-
ruption.

The Bangladesh National-
ist Party, headed by former
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia,
and eight like-minded par-
ties signed the charter, as
well as sixteen others, in-
cluding smaller Islamist par-
ties. The country's largest Is-

lamist party, Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi, was initially undecided,
but later agreed to sign the
charter. Four left-wing par-
fies and a newly-formed
student-led party, National
Citizen Party, did not take
part.

Yunus told the audience
gathered outside the par-
liament building that the
signings meant a new Ban-
gladesh was taking shape.
"We have entered into a
civilized society from bar-
barism," he said.

A National Consensus Com-
mission formed by Yunus'
government prepared the
charter after a series of talks
with 30 political parties. Ac-
cording to the Election
Commission, the counftry
has 51 registered political
parfies.

Hasina, who was toppled
last August after huge pro-
tests, is in exile in India and
is being fried in absentia on
charges of crimes against
humanity. The United Nao-
fions has said that up to
1,400 people may have
been kiled in the week-
slong uprising last year.
Yunus has promised to hold
the next national electionin
February. But questions re-
main whether the election
would be inclusive without
Hasina's party and its allies
in the race.

In this undated file photo

made available Sept. 25,
2011, Hannibal Gadhdfi,
son of ousted Libyan leader
Moammar Gadhafi, watches
an elite military unit exercise
in Zlitan, Libya.

Associated Press

By BASSEM MROUE
Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — A Lebanese
judge on Friday ordered
the release of the son of
Libya's late leader Moam-
mar Gadhafi on condition
that he pay $11 million bail.

Hannibal Gadhafi, son of late Libyan leader, ordered
released in Lebanon if he pays $11 million bail

Hannibal  Gadhafi  has
been imprisoned in Lebao-
non for a decade without
being charged.

The expected release
comes after his lawyers
have said that he had been
il in his cell at police head-
quarters in Beirut. Libya in
2023 formally requested his
release, citing his deterio-
rafing health after he went
on hunger strike to protest
his detention without trial.
On Friday, judicial officials
said he was taken to the
Justice Palace in Beirut,
where Judge Zaher Homa-
deh questioned him and
later ordered his release
once the money is paid.
Another condition for his
release, however, is that he

be banned from fraveling
outside Lebanon for two
months.

After the session was over,
Gadhafi was taken back to
the cell.

Judicial officials in Beirut
said Gadhafi's defense
feam has filed a case
against the Lebanese state
in Geneva over holding
him without trial, adding
that the case is expected
to be discussed in Switzer-
land next month.

One of Gadhdafi's lawyers,
Charbel Milad al-Khoury,
told The Associated Press
that Gadhafi does noft
have the money and does
not have access to ac-
counts in order to pay the
bail. Al-Khoury added that

Hannibal Gadhafi's de-
fense team plan to lodge
an appeal on Monday over
the $11 million bail and ask
that it be abolished.

"This decision is almost im-
possible to be met" al-
Khoury said about the bail.
"Hannibal has been held
for 10 years and it is not log-
ical to release him for $11
million bail."

Gadhafi has been de-
tained in Lebanon since
2015 after he was abduct-
ed by Lebanese militants
demanding information
on the whereabouts of a
prominent Lebanese Shi-
ite cleric. Lebanese po-
lice later announced it
had picked up Gadhafi
from the city of Baalbek,

in northeastern Lebanon,
where he was being held.
He has since been held in
a Beirut jail.

Gadhafi had been liv-
ing in exile in Syria with his
Lebanese wife, Aline Skaf,
and children until he was
abducted and brought to
Lebanon.

He has faced questioning
over the past years over
the 1978 disappearance
of Shiite cleric, Moussa al-
Sadr, during a visit to Libya.
The case has been a long-
standing sore point in Leba-
non. The cleric's family be-
lieves he may still be alive
in a Libyan prison, though
most Lebanese presume
he is dead. He would be 96
years old.[]
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Sun catchers: The dlfferent Ilzards in Aruba

ORANJESTAD - Colorful or camouflaged, you're
bound to encounter a variety of lizards bask-
ing in the sun or scurrying on their way in our is-
land. From the charming, friendly iguanas to the
good-luck gecko Pega-Pegaq, you're bound to
meet a few of these special residents during
your visit.

Aruba, as a desert island, is home to an incred-
ible variety of unique and colorful species.
Among them we can find different lizards, most
of which have South American origins. But there
are a few exceptions.

Iguanas

Iguanas are easy to spof, as they are larger
than most other lizards and when young, have
a bright green color that makes them stand out.

The iguanas usually found in Aruba are the
Iguana iguana, known as the green iguana, or
locally as Yuwana. The Yuwana are a mostly
herbivorous species, and can grow up to 2 me-
ters in size, including the tail, making them one
of the largest in the iguana family. As you will
see, despite their name, as they reach adult-
hood, the iguanas can take on a grey or blue
fone instead of the bright green displayed by
the young ones. In Aruba - as in the rest of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands — the most usual
color varies from green to lavender, black and
sometimes a reddish brown.

Yuwana is a protected species, as if is listed
under Appendix Il of the Convention on Inter-
national Trade in Endangered Species (CITES),
meaning that international trade is regulated
through the CITES permit system. In the past,
Arubans used to eat a popular Yuwana soup,
as it was believed to give strength and help re-
store health — probably due to the protein boost
it delivered. However, it is now illegal to catch,
kill, buy or sell Yuwanas in Aruba, and this in-
cludes eating them!

Turnip-tailed gecko

The turnip-tailed gecko is known locally as the
Pega-Pega, meaning sticky-sticky, due to the
way it sticks to walls using the suction in its little
fingers. They are found inside houses, and are
mostly a nocturnal animal.

According to Etnia Nativa, the local Pega Pega
is immediately recognizable by its large size,
with a body length of up to 12 cm, and ifs large,
swollen fail, approximately the same length or
slightly shorter than its body; females are larger
and more robust than males. It has short, robust
legs with flatftened toes and extensive basal
webbing.
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The under5|des of its foes are covered in lamel-
lae, which are used as friction pads to cling
to smooth vertical surfaces. Some can even
walk around completely upside down. Its toes
are covered with ridges, which are peppered
with millions of microscopic bristle-like structures
called setae that afttach and detach when
the animal wills them fo, and they never get
gunked up.

They are variable in coloration, from a mottled
dark gray to orange-brown, and are capable
of changing color depending on their mood
and surroundings. Mottled and banded mark-
ings aid in camouflage against tfree bark. They
are harmless and fragile; you can hold one in
your hands as long as you are VERY gentle.
Never put pressure onits tail because it will surely
drop as a measure to try to distract the preda-
tor, and they are different from other lizards be-
cause they're long-lived, talkative, lack eyelids,
and their small scales are situated next to each
other like cobblestones rather than overlapping
as is the case in most other lizards.

Turnip-tailed Geckos are insectivorous and feed
on cockroaches, grasshoppers, beetles, flies,
mosquitoes, and spiders, which makes them the
best pest control to have at home! They spend
their days concealed in dark free grooves and
cavities, in narrow crevices in the walls, or be-
hind paintings, which provide the perfect shel-
ter for them. Pega pega is a gecko endemic to
our island, but in time, some 4-5 intrusive gecko
species have been observed, some of which
do notf cease to amaze us with the racket they
make, especially during the hours of the night.
The Pega-pega Phyllodactylus Julieni is also a
protected species in Aruba, by law. It is illegal
to kill them!

Blue Kododo
These are one of the most striking lizards in
Aruba, recognizable by the male’s bright blue
color. The Aruban whiptail lizard, Cnemidopho-
rus arubensis, is a species endemic to Arubag,
meaning you can only find it here on our One
Happy Island! They are also recognized as the
most common and populous lizard on the is-
land. While the male is blue with white dofts, the
female is brown with blue dofs.

These charming lizards eat mostly plants, such
as flowers, nectar, leaves and fruits, and oc-

Arulea Bivdlife Conservat

casionally enjoy some insects. They are selec-
tive in which plants they eat, because of the
toxins present in many available plants species.
The Kododo help take care of Aruba’s vegeta-
tion by playing a significant role in the disper-
sal of seeds for certain plants: when they eat
fruit, they excrete the seeds in diverse locations,
contributing to the reproduction cycle of our lo-
cal plants.

Striped anole

The striped anole (Anolis lineatus) that lives in
Aruba is known locally as Waltaka or Toteki. This
is a species of lizard in the family Dactyloidae,
and they are native to Aruba and Curacao. It
is usually found in dry areas, commonly where
there are not large trees; rather they enjoy
rocks, walls or free trunks, as they prefer to stay
close to the ground.

These lizards are about 7cm in length, have
a brown color with a stripe on each side and
typically, several stripes on the body and fail
that are lighter in color. It has a dewlap which
is orange-yellow — and what's unique about
this species is that it is the only known species
of anole where the dewlap is asymetrically col-
ored, with one side being a deeper orange and
the other side a lighter yellow. Mostly this is seen
in the males, as it is almost imperceptible in the
females. If the Toteki shows you his dewlap, re-
treat! This is not a friendly greeting!

Lizards are wonderful creatures that are pre-
cious to our fragile, local ecosystem. Please
be mindful of these residents as you enjoy your
stay.d

Images: Some images are from Aruba Birdlife Con-
servation.
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Drunken Burger: Flip your Expectations

can be served as a leftuce burger no
bun required.

Vegetarian? We have got you cov-
ered too. Try our creamy Risotto
Burger,sizzling Veggie Tacos,or flavorful
Veggie Fajitas.

But it doesn’t stop at burgers our menu
also features zesty Mexican favorites,
fresh seafood and a crave of worthy
pastas.

Whether you are here for a casual bite
or a bold culinary adventure one thing
is for sure: you won't leave hungry.

“You can taste the meat without eat-
ing the bun?2” We respectfully disagree.
Come ready fo indulge explore and
enjoy.

ORANJESTAD - The adventure continues in Drunken And also for our gluten —free guests you Drunken Burger kitchen is
Burger with location in the Cove Mall at this establish- are more than welcome. Any Burger daily open from 11am -11pm.
ment is where the creativity rules the grill.

With 21-of -a-kind Burgers, we turn comfort food into
a flavor playground. From the oufrageous King Kong
Burger to the decadent Chicken Alfredo Burger and
the fans favorite Spaghetti & Meatball Burger our
menu is made for the bold.

Feeling brave? Sink your teeth into Drunken Burger in-
fused with bold Jack Daniel’s flavor. It is a frue flavor
bomb that packs a serious kick.

» Aruba to me: The Chase Family

ORANJESTAD — You are back and we Last but not least: check out our web-
—_— -~ e -~~~ would like to portrait you! By inviting site, Instagram and Facebook page!
% you to send us your favorite vacation Thank you for supporting our free news-
picture while enjoying our Happy Is- paper, we strive to make you a happy
land. reader every day again.
For today we received a lovely mes-
Complete the sentence: Aruba to sage from Ron and Kathy Chase and
meis ....... Send your picture with that  Kathy's sister, Maureen Moroney from
text (including your name and where Massachusetts, USA.
you are from) to: news@arubatoday. They wrote to us saying: Aruba to us
com and we will publish your vacation is beautiful people and beaches. We
memory. Isn't that a special way to have visited Aruba 46 times and have
keep your best moments alive? Please enjoyed every moment of it. We ap-
do note: By submitting photos, text or preciate the hard working and honest
any ofther materials, you give permis- people of Aruba and offer our kudos to
“ sion to The Aruba Today Newspaper, the staff at our hotel who have made
Caribbean Speed Printers and any of  us feel like home away from home.”
its affiliated companies to use said ma-
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. Thank you for sending us this wonderful
for promotional purposes without com- message sharing what Aruba means
pensation. to you with us and our readers![]
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In collaboration with The Toledo Zoo and experts
ACF conducts Raitlesnake survey using new technology

(Oranjestad)—In October,
Aruba Conservation Founda-
tion (ACF) received a team of
experts from The Toledo Zoo
& Aquarium for a survey of
the Rattlesnake population
on our island. This visit was
unique, as for the first time, a
new method was intfroduced
to observe the Rattlesnake in
the wild — the use of a ther-
mal drone, which provides a
better indication and under-
standing of where the Rattle-
snake lives and how it moves
around during the day.

The Toledo Zoois a zoological
park and conservation foun-
dation based in Ohio, USA,
with more than 125 years of
operation. The park houses
over 10,000 individual ani-
mals from 720 species and
participatesin nearly 80 spe-
cies survival programs. The
collaboration between the
Toledo Zoo and Arikok Park
began backin the 1980s, as
the experts explained. This
year, ACF and the Toledo
Zoo are strengthening their
partnership and continuing
the work already in progress.

Nick Gordon, Manager of
Herpetology at The Toledo
Zoo, was among severdadl
experts—including Dr. Jeff
Goessling, who has 15 years
of experience conducting
research on Aruba’s rep-
files—who visited for the
raftlesnake survey. Gordon
oversees a massive and di-
verse collection of venom-
ous repftiles, amphibians,
and invertebrates, including
certain insects and desert
or dry-climate species like
scorpions, at The Toledo Zoo.

He is also the coordinator of
the species survival plan for
Aruba’s Rattlesnake. As he
explained, during the 2000s,
Rattlesnakes were found out-
side the limits of the park in
areas not considered part of
their natural habitat. Since
those locations were noft suit-
able habitats, to prevent their
death, the snakes were tak-
en to Toledo, where experts
could keep them in captivity
and breed them for genetic
diversity.

He explained that there are
several reasons for this. The
main reason is to maintain a
Rattlesnake population that
can function as a “safety
net” in case the wild popu-
lation in Aruba were to go
extinct. In such an extreme
case, they could technically
reinfroduce the species to
Aruba, although he empha-
sized that this also comes with
challenges. This conservation
method is not unique to ACF,
as the organization is also
working with other partners
in the Netherlands to assist in
breeding the Lora (Aruban
parrot), part of areinfroduc-
tion program for the species
that was once extinct on the
island. However, for the Rat-
tlesnake, the main goalis to
preserve the existing popula-
tionin Aruba. And this has ifs
benefits, as Dr. Matt Cross,
conservation biologist at The
Toledo Zoo, emphasized:
“"Conservation actions influ-
ence everything,” he said,
"because what's good for
the Rattlesnake tends to be
good for all organisms living
on the island.”

Another aspect of the proj-
ect is to provide education
about the Rattlesnake, both
for Aruba'’s visitors and for bi-
ologists. According to Park
Ranger Roger Solognier—
who is a terrestrial biodiver-
sity conservation ranger with
ACF—there is still a lof that
science doesn't know, espe-
cially about the Rattlesnake.
Collecting and tfagging them
helps experts study the spe-
cies continuously, as the data
gathered each year may
change. With this project,
ACF and The Toledo Zoo are
studying the Rattlesnake’s
ecology. According to them,
the animals are crepuscular,
meaning they are most ob-
servable early in the morning
or late in the afternoon when
the sunis lower. Another part
of their research focuses on
the endemic snake's feeding
habits, dayfime movements,
hiding spots during dry and
hot seasons, the challenges
they face in the wild, and
their breeding patterns.

To support this, the experts
from The Toledo Zoo will be-
gin taking blood samples
from Rattlesnakes to check
for traces of inbreeding, con-
sidering the small population
concenfrated in one part of
the island. Gordon explained
that what they learn about
Rattlesnakes in captivity can
help apply conservation
techniques in the wild. As
he mentioned, the goalis to
keep the population stable.

This particular visit was unique
because itinfroduced a new
method in Aruba for survey-
ing Rattlesnakes: the use of

a special drone that helps
detect the snakes and their
movements. Dr. Paul Keen-
lance from the Department
of Biology at Grand Valley
State University explained
that he has been working
for several years on different
ways to use drones to study
wildlife. The drone used in
the recent Rattlesnake sur-
vey was equipped with two
cameras—a hormal one and
a thermal one. The thermal
camera was more effective
during the day because,
when it gets hot, the Rattle-
snakes remain hidden untfil
the sun goes down. The ther-
mal camera detects them
through sensors that can dis-
tinguish temperature levels.
As Keenlance explained,
many fimes the Rattlesnake is
cooler than the ground, mak-
ing it appear as alighter color
on the camera. Keenlance
predicted that this type of
technology will become in-
creasingly common in con-
servation work.

Although new technologies
can provide a deeper view
of our ecosystems, the ex-
perts emphasized that the
human aspect remains im-
portant. As Cross said, “Con-
servation is a human issue.
We need to influence our
own behavior, and we've
seen that humans have a
major impact on conservo-
tion, for better or worse.”

That's why awareness re-
mains a major mission in the
world of conservation—be-
cause people need to under-
stand what kinds of actions
they should take, as Solognier

emphasized. And these can
be simple actions, such as
watching your step or avoid-
ing damage to habitafs. It's
also important to change the
narrative about human inter-
vention. It's known that hu-
mans can pose the biggest
threat to nature, but they can
also be its greatest guardians
and defenders. We should
be proud and celebrate the
fact that we have a unique
species like the Rattlesnake
on ourisland, instead of seek-
ing ways to capture or take
their rattles. Appreciate the
rare experience of seeing
a Rattlesnake, as they are
very uncommon, especially
in populated areas. The ex-
perts encourage people to
cherish these moments and
take care noft to disturb the
animal or its habitat.

People can also help protect
the Rattlesnake and other
wildlife on our island by us-
ing ACF’s Wildlife Hotline. The
organization urges people to
contact them via the hotline
when spotting a rattlesnake,
especially in areas where
they are noft typically seen.
All such data can be useful
for further research.

You can contact ACF
through the hoftline at 592-
4476. The organization ex-
plained that they do not take
calls via WhatsApp because
the ranger in contact may
be occupied with park duties
or may not have connection
inside the park. In emergency
cases, itis advised to call the
ACF department directly.[]

Photos courtesy of ACF.
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Ayo & Casibari: Aru

(Oranjestad)—The Ayo and
Casibari Rock Formations
are known locally as one
of the crucial sites to have
in your “off-road” trip itiner-
ary. These naturally formed
rock formations as just one
of the few places on the is-
land that hold a rich history
of our culture and of our
ancestors.

Ayo
The Ayo Rock Formation
is located in the northern
part of the island, right on
the road that leads you to
the Black Stone Beach, and
close to the Natural Bridge.
The Ayo is a fenced terrain
that consists of several giant
boulders, resting neatly on
top of or side by side each
other, adding gorgeous

natural architecture to the

o £33 -_i;*- b

= = = rLIgE L S
surrounding “mondi”*. This
is also one of the few sites

fo contain prehistoric mark-
ings of our indigenous an-
cestors. The Ayo Rock for-
mation contains stairs that
lead you to the top of the
highest boulder, offering a
breath-taking view of the
Aruban backyard. The Ayo
is usually quiet, as it is situ-
ated farther away from the
busier parts of the island.
However, this is just anoth-
er charm of the site: the

ba’s famous rock formations

quiet area and the refresh-
ing breeze offer a sense of
comfort and peace.

Casibari
Probably the busier rock
formation site, the Casi-
bari is situated more in the
center of the island, much
closer—and more acces-
sible—to the general pub-
lic. Just like Ayo, Casibari
is a fenced area contain-

ing several boulders that
lay on top or lean on each
other. The best aspect of
the Casibari Rock Forma-
fion is the accompanying
view when you climb up
the top of the round, flat
bolder. For this position, you
can see the majority of the
island and the oceanin the
south. Right in front of the
entrance, there is the Casi-
bari Café and Grill, a great
place to get refreshments
and snack before continu-
ing your off-road adven-
turel

Both sites are open free to
the public, 24 hours a day.
However, unless you are
taking a trip with a profes-
sional tour guide, there are
no guides at the sites to
help you climb the rock.
So, do be careful when
frudging on the boulders,
and make sure to befriend
any roaming goats you see
along the way!

*Mondi: what we call
our Aruban wilderness.
We don’'t have forests, or
deserts, but we do have
mondil

Best spots to view the sunset

(Oranjestad)—What can
be more romantic than sur-
prising your partner with a
date watching the sunset.
Aruba’s sunset leave many
speechless, and luckily, the
best spots to view the sun-
set are entirely accessible
and easy to find. Here are
some of the best places to
view the sunset on the is-
land.

California Light House
Of course, being one of the
highest point easily acces-
sible to locals and tourists,
the California Light House
hill not only offers a tremen-
dous view of the sunset, but
also a breath taking scen-
ery of most of the island. In
the distance you can spot
all the hotels, the west-
ern shoreline and the wild
waves that crash on the
northern side of the island.

Manchebo & Eagle Beach
Speaking of the western
shoreline, the best spofts
for viewing the sunset on
the beach has to be either

Manchebo Beach or at
Eagle Beach, which stretch
along the entire western
coast of the island starting
from behind Bucuti & Tara
Beach Resort up fto the
Amsterdam Manor round-
about. The sunset on these
beaches is fruly breathtak-
ing; the sky and ocean look

so big and spacious, and
paired with the orange/
pink hue of the sunset, the
white sandy beaches and
the soft sounds of waves
crashing—it can only be
described as an experi-
encel

Arashi Beach
Another beach that has to
be considered as another
great spot to view the sun-
set. Arashi Beach is the last
beach you will find along
the western coast line, just
before you drive up the
hill to the California Light
House. A favorite for surf-

ers and body boarders, the
Arashi sky stretches out for
miles, lending a spectacu-
lar canvas for the sun to
create a masterpiece of
orange, pink and purple

Hooiberg Hill

These last two options are
for more active couples. If
you and your partner like to
hike, the Hooiberg Hill may
be a great place for you to
get your daily workout in
and enjoy a beautiful view
of the sunset and the island
as a little reward. Climb on
top the 587-step stairs and
reach the top to enjoy this
incredible scenery.

Casibari Rock Formation
If you're arock climber, you
might enjoy watching the
sunset on top of the Casi-
bari Rock Formation. It's no
Yosemite, but it does offer
a fun little exercise to get
fo the top. But if you pre-
fer not to get your hands a
little dirty, you can always
use the stairs in the back.
hue..d
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The Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins and its history
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(Oranjestad)—The Bushiri-
bana Gold Mill Ruins is one
of the most visited places
by tourists on the island,
as it lies along the north-
ern coast line near the mini
pool and on the way to the
Natural Bridge. Despite its
seemingly plain appear-
ance, this ruin represents
one of the most important
histories of the island: The
Aruban Gold Rush.

Built in 1872 by English com-
pany Aruba Island Gold
Mining Company Ltd, the
gold mill at Bushiribana
was constructed in the
area where most gold was
found by locals. The story
of gold on Aruba actually

dates back to 1725, when

a first exploration for gold
on the island was commis-
sioned by the Dutch West
India Company. Under the
leadership of Mr. Paulus
Printz, a three-year search
was conducted on Aruba,
to no avail. Though they
found some gold, it was
enough to motivate a fur-
ther search, and the assign-
ment was discontinued by
Printz himself.

It wasn't until 100 years lat-
er, in 1824, when a young
boy found a lump of gold
while out herding his fa-
ther's sheep. His father took
it fo a local merchant who
then sold the lump for $70.

Unbeknownst to the boy
and his father, they quite
literally struck gold, and
as word got out, a gold
fever spread among the
locals who started search-
ing for more gold. About 25
pounds worth was found.

At the same time, the Aru-
ban government ook
immediate actions, and
informed Curacao that
gold was found. At first,
everyone could look for
gold, as long as they sold
it to the government. How-
ever, after some fime, the
government decided fo
implement stricter rules and
banned local search par-
fies.

Administration Bufidings at Gn!d-p.rar;_

Over the vyears, conces-
sion-holding had seen dif-
ferent companies from
around the world, all of
which used primitive meth-
ods to dig and carve out
gold from the rocks. Aruba
Island Gold Mining Compa-
ny Ltd. was no different, but
used a unique method that
involved grinding the rocks
and lefting the dust be
blown away by the strong
northeast wind, leaving
clumps of gold behind. The

A e '“{f .

next step was melting the
gold and letting it aftach
tfo quicksilver in order tfo
obtain pure gold. All these
processes were done at
the Bushiribana Gold Mill.

The gold mill itself had a
short life-span: only 10 years
in service, but its structure
remained relatively solid fill
this day, and is now a his-
torical remnant.

Sources: Etnia Nativa & gold-
mineranch.com.

Place names in San Nicolas and their origins

(Oranjestad)-If you're ever
taking a tour of Aruba, San
Nicolas would definitely
be on your itinerary. From
relaxing on the white, san-
dy beaches of Baby and
Roger's Beach, to explor-
ing the prehistoric caves
of Quadirikiri and Fontein,
you are taking in a full view
of what San Nicolas has
to offer. But did you know
that you are also pass-
ing through areas whose
names have historical ori-
gins? Here are a few place
names in San Nicolas and
their origin story.

Sero Colorado
On your way fo Baby or
Roger’s Beach, you'll pass
by the famous Red Anchor
at what was once the en-

france to the Colony resi-
dential community and be
greeted with red soiled hills
by the coast. This is Sero
Colorado. Named after the
30-meter, deep red, lime-
stone hill, “Sero Colorado”
franslates to “Colored Hill”.
Sero Colorado has deep
historical fies with the once-
thriving phosphate industry
in the area. Matter of fact,
there are still underground
shafts and passages deep
in Sero Colorado from the
fime of phosphate mining.
In 1958, the refinery at the
fime, Lago, adopted this
name for the residential
section of its employees.

Vader Piet
Another well visited areaq,
Vader Piet is located in the

Arikok National Park. Rec-
ognizable sites within this
area includes the Wind Mills
and the Quadirikiri Cave.
The origin of this hame is
part historical and speculo-
tion, as there are slight de-
viations from what actually
happened.

In 1829, Pieter Lampe was a
planter and the person re-
sponsible for governing this
remote area. As the story
goes, Pieter was well known
and beloved for his kind-
ness and good treatment
of his employees, and was
therefore also called Vader
Piet (Father Piet). Howev-
er, he was tragically mur-
dered—some speculate at
the hands of a slave. For his
work and good heart, the
area was named after him.

San Nicolas
Of course we can't forget
San Nicolas itself. Much
like Vader Piet, the origin
of the name San Nicolas
has so far two different ac-
counts. In the literal sense,
“San Nicolas” ftranslates
to “Saint Nicolas”, leading
many fto believe that this
district was named after a
Spanish saint. Though one
account does support this
with the theory that the dis-
tfrict was named after the
saint by Spanish colonizers,
the other account is much
less divine, but does refer to

an influential figure in the
area.

Nicolaas van der Biest was
a successful  landowner
during the time of the phos-
phate boom in late 19th
centfury Aruba. Back then,
landowners (most, if not all
of them men) were referred
fo as “Shon” by their subor-
dinates. So, the district was
originally named after Shon
Nicolaas. Over time, the
name evolved into what is
now San Nicolas.[ ]

Source: “Aruba: Short History”
by Dr. J. Hartog.
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

10-26 CRYPTOQUOTE
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Cryptoquote: I HAVE DECIDED
TO STICK WITH LOVE. HATE IS TOO GREAT A
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This May 23, 2019, file photo shows

By KEN SWEET

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Wall
Street is concerned about
the health of the nation's
regional banks, after a few
of them wrote off bad loans
fo commercial customers
in the last two weeks and
caused investors to won-
der if there might be more
bad news to come.

Zions Bank, Western Al-
lionce Bank and the in-
vestment bank Jefferies
surprised investors by dis-
closing various bad in-
vestments on their books,
sending their stocks falling
sharply this week. JPMor-
gan Chase CEO Jamie Di-
mon added to the unease
when he warned there
might be more problems
to come for banks with po-
tentially bad loans.

"When you see one cock-
roach, there are probably
more," Dimon told investors
and reporters on Tuesday,
when JPMorgan reported
its results.

The KBW Bank Index, a
basket of banks fracked
by investors, is down 7% this
month.

There were other signs of
distress. Data from the Fed-
eral Reserve shows that
banks tapped the central
bank's overnight "repo"” fo-
cilities for the second night
in a row, an action banks
have not needed to take
since the Covid-19 pan-
demic. This facility allows
banks to convert highly
liguid securities like mort-
gage bonds and treasuries
info cash to help fund their
short-term cash shortfalls.
Zions Bancorp shares sank
Thursday after the bank
wrote off $50 million in
commercial and industrial

banks' bad loans spark co

TR -iif','&_,

loans, while Western Alli-
ance fell after the bank al-
leged it had been defraud-
ed by an enfity known as
Cantor Group V LLC. This
came on top of news from
Jefferies, which fold inves-
tors it was might experi-
ence milions of dollars in
losses from its business with
bankrupt auto parts com-
pany First Brands.

All  three stocks recov-
ered a bit Friday. Jefferies'
CEO told investors that the
company believes it was
defrauded by First Brands
and there were no broad-
er concerns in the lending
market.

The last banking flare up,
in 2023, also involved mid-
sized and regional banks
that were overly exposed
to low-interest loans and
commercial real estate.
The crisis caused Silicon
Valley Bank to fail, followed
by Signature Bank, and led
to the eventual sale of First
Republic Bank fo JPMor-
gan Chase in a fire sale.

the logo for the Jefferies Financial Group in New York.

\

Associated Press

Other banks like Zions and
Western Alliance ended up
seeing their stocks plummet
during that fime period.
While banks do fail or get
bought at fire sale prices, all
bank deposits are insured
by the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation, up
to $250,000 per account,
in case of a bank failure. In
the nearly 100 years since
the FDIC was created in
1933, not one depositor has
lost their insured funds.

Still, even the larger banks
aren't immune in this lat-
est round of trouble. Sev-
eral Wall Street banks dis-
closed losses this week in
the bankruptcy of Tricolor,
a subprime auto dealership
company that collapsed
last month. Fifth Third Bank,
a larger regional bank, re-
corded a $178 million loss
from Tricolor's bankruptcy.
That said, the big banks be-
lieve that any losses will be
manageable and do nof
reflect the broader econ-
omy.
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ncerns on Wall Street

"There is no deterioro-
tion, we're very confident
with our credit portfolio,"
Deutsche Bank CEO Chris-
fian Sewing said, in an in-
terview on Bloomberg Tele-
vision on Friday.

While the big Wall Street
banks get most of the me-
dia and investor attention,
regional banks are a major
part of the economy, lend-
ing to small-to-medium
sized businesses and acting
as maijor lenders for com-
mercial real estate devel-
opers. There are more than
120 banks with between
$10 billion and $200 billion
in assetfs, according to the
FDIC.

While big, these banks
can run into frouble be-
cause their businesses
are not as diverse as the
Wall Street money cen-
ter banks. They're often
more exposed to real es-
tate and industrial loans,
and don't have significant
businesses in credit cards
and payment processing
that can be revenue gen-
erators when lending goes

south.
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HEALTH

¥

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Paradera: Tel.588 6638
San Nicolas:

Centro Medico:Tel.584 5794

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

/Aruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Big Tech is paying millions to train teachers on Al, in a push to

bring chatbots into

By JOCELYN GECKER

AP Education Writer

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — On
a scorching hot Saturday
in San Anfonio, dozens of
teachers fraded a day off
for a glimpse of the future.
The topic of the day's work-
shop: enhancing instruction
with artificial intelligence.
After marveling as Al grad-
ed classwork instantly and
turned lesson plans into
podcasts or online story-
books, one high school
English teacher raised a
concern that was on the
minds of many: "Are we
going to be replaced with
Alg"

That remains to be seen.
But for the nation's 4 million
teachers to stay relevant
and help students use the
technology wisely, teach-
ers unions have forged an
unlikely partnership with the
world's largest technology
companies. The two groups
don't always see eye to eye
but say they share a com-
mon goal: fraining the fu-
ture workforce of America.
Microsoft, OpenAl and An-
thropic are providing mil-
lions of dollars for Al training
to the American Federa-
tfion of Teachers, the coun-
fry's second-largest teach-
ers union. In exchange,
the tech companies have
an opportunity fo make in-
roads info schools and win
over students in the race
for Al dominance.

AFT President Randi We-
ingarten said skepticism
guided her negotiations,
but the tech industry has
something schools lack:
deep pockets.

"There is no one else who is
helping us with this. That's
why we felt we needed to
work with the largest cor-
porations in the world," We-
ingarten said. "We went to
them — they didn't come
fo us."

Weingarten first met with
Microsoft CEO Brad Smith
in 2023 to discuss a part-
nership. She later reached
out to OpenAl to pursue an
"agnostic" approach that
means any company's Al
fools could be used in a
fraining session.

Under the arrangement
announced in July, Micro-
soft is contributing $12.5 mil-

2025, in San Antonio.

lion to AFT over five years.
OpenAl is providing $8 mil-
lion in funding and $2 mil-
lion in technical resources,
and Anthropic has offered
$500,000.

Tech money will build an
Al training hub for teachers
With the money, AFT is plan-
ning to build an Al training
hub in New York City that
will offer virtual and in-per-
son workshops for teachers.
The goal is to open at least
two more hubs and train
400,000 teachers over the
next five years.

The National Education
Association, the country's
largest teachers union,
announced ifs own part-
nership with Microsoft last
month. The company has
provided a $325,000 grant
to help the NEA develop
Al frainings in the form of
"microcredentials” on-
line frainings open to the
union's 3 million members,
said Daaiyah Bilal, NEA's se-
nior director of education
policy. The goal is to frain
at least 10,000 members
this school year.

"We tailored our partner-
ship very surgically," Bilal
said. "We are very mind-
ful of what a technology
company stands fo gain
by spreading information
about the products they
develop."

classrooms

T

.

Kathleen Torregrossa, Ed.D, rear, lectures during a Microsoft Al skilling event, Saturday, Sept. 27,

Both unions set similar ferms:
Educators, not the private
funders, would design and
lead frainings that include
Al tools from multiple com-
panies. The unions own the
intellectual property for the
frainings, which cover safe-
ty and privacy concerns
alongside Al skills.

The Trump administration
has encouraged the pri-
vate investment, recently
creating an Al Education
Task Force as part of an
effort to achieve "global
dominance in artificial in-
teligence." The federal
government urged tech
companies and other or-
ganizations to foot the bill.
So far, more than 100 com-
panies have signed up.
Tech companies see op-
portunities in education
beyond training teachers.
Microsoft unveiled a $4 bil-
lion initiative for Al training,
research and the gifting of
its Al tools to teachers and
students. It includes the AFT
grant and a program that
will give all school districts
and community colleges
in Washington, Microsoft's
home state, free access
to Microsoft CoPilot tools.
Google says it will commit
$1 billion for Al education
and job training programs,
including free access to ifs
Gemini for Education plat-
form for U.S. high schools.

Associated Press

Severalrecent studies have
found that Al use in schools
is rapidly increasing but
training and guidance are
lagging.

The industry offers resourc-
es that can help scale Al
literacy efforts quickly. But
educators should ensure
any partnership focuses
on what's best for teachers
and students, said Robin
Lake, director of the Cen-
ter on Reinventing Public
Education.

"These are private initia-
tives, and they are run by
companies that have a
stake," Lake said.

Microsoft CEO Brad Smith
agrees  that  teachers
should have a "healthy
dose of skepticism" about
the role of tech companies.
"While it's easy to see the
benefits right now, we
should always be mindful of
the potential for unintend-
ed consequences,” Smith
said in an interview, point-
ing fo concerns such as Al's
possible impact on critical
thinking. "We have to be
careful. It's early days."

Teachers see new
possibilities
At the San Antonio AFT
fraining, about 50 educa-
tors turned up for the three-
hour workshop for teachers
in the Northside Indepen-
dent School District. It is the

city's largest, employing
about 7,000 teachers.

The day started with a pep
talk.

"We all know, when we talk
about Al, teachers say,
‘Nah, I'm not doing that,"
frainer Kathleen Torregros-
sa told the room. "But we
are preparing kids for the
future. That is our primary
job. And Al, like it or not, is
part of our world."
Attendees generated les-
son plans using ChatGPT,
Google's Gemini, Microsoft
CoPilot and two Al fools
designed for schools, Khan-
mingo and Colorin Colo-
rado.

Gabriela Aguirre, a 1st
grade dual language
teacher, repeatedly used
the word "amazing" to de-
scribe what she saw.

"It can save you so much
time," she said, and add
visual flair to lessons. She
walked away with a plan
to use Al tools to make illus-
frated flashcards in English
and Spanish to tfeach vo-
cabulary.

"With all the video games,
the cellphones you have
to compete against, the
kids are always saying, 'I'm
bored." Everything is bor-
ing," Aguirre said. "If you
can find ways to engage
them with new technology,
you've just got to do that."
Middle school teacher Ce-
leste Simone said there is
no furning back to how she
tfaught before.

As a teacher for English
language learners, Simone
can now ask Al tools to
generate pictures along-
side vocabulary  words
and create illustrated sto-
rybooks that use students'
names as characters. She
can take a difficult reading
passage and ask a chatbot
to translate it intfo Spanish,
Pashto or other languages.
And she can ask Al fo re-
write difficult passages at
any grade level to match
her students' reading levels.
All'in a matter of seconds.
"I can give my students ac-
cess to things that never ex-
isted before," Simone said.
"As a teacher, once you've
used it and see how helpful
it is, I don't think | could go
back to the way | did things
before."]
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SCORE vs. SAFE: Two competing bills in Congress seek to protect
college sports and its athletes

By EDDIE PELLS

AP National Writer

Efforts to reform college
sports remain uncertain as
falls arrives, with the two
most-thorough  aftempts
each struggling to find
enough backing in Con-
gress due fo their different
priorifies.

The SCORE Act, infroduced
in July with a hint of bipar-
tisanship, would give the
NCAA a limited anfitrust
exemption — targeted to
shield the nation's largest
overseer of college sports
from potenfial  lawsuits
against eligibility rules — and
would bar athletes from be-
coming employees of their
schools.

The SAFE Act, infroduced by
Democratic lawmakers last
month, focuses on allowing
conferences to pool their
broadcast rights. Proponents
say the move could bring
extra billions to an industry
that needs cash to finance
a new era in which schools
can pay players.

Do the bills have any
similarities?

The most significant similarity
is that both bills would pre-
empt state laws regarding
name, image and likeness
payments that have been
allowed since July 2021.
States have different laws
regarding NIL, which can put
teams in the same confer-
ence under different rules.

Southeastern Conference
Commissioner Greg Sankey

called the "state preemp-
fion" provision a common-
sense solution that allows
athletes to "know that the
opponent is playing by the
same rules" no matter what
state they play in.

Both bills also call for schools
to offer medical insurance
to athletes after they leave
school; the SCORE Act would
extend this for three years
and the SAFE Act for five.

What are the biggest
differences?

The two measures are partic-
ularly divisive when it comes
to the athletes.

A vast majority of Democrats
oppose stripping athletes
of their rights, either to sue
the NCAA or to potentially
form unions that could lead
to them becoming employ-
ees. An NCAA executive has
called the idea of athletes

becoming employees the
"budget-buster of the centu-
ry." and cited surveys saying
most athletes don't support
it anyway.

The NCAA argues it wanfts
the limited anfi-trust protec-
tion to prevent situations like
the one itis in now, with more
than a dozen lawsuits in dif-
ferent courts, most of them
about eligibility rules that
have traditionally given ath-
letes five years to complete
four seasons of eligibility.
Meanwhile, the SEC and Big
12 are on record as saying
the key proposal of the SAFE
act, pooling TV rights, is no
guarantee of bigger money
down the road. A propo-
nent of that measure, Texas
Tech head of regents Cody
Campbell, is running TV ads
saying such an arrangement
could net between $4 billion
and $7 billion more.

Neither side has offered
specifics about how they
reached their conclusions.
Media deals from the Big
Ten are worth a reported
$8 billion and the SEC, which
operatesin smaller markets,
are worth $3 billion. Those
leagues might not see a
path toward bigger riches
by teaming up.

Could the Olympics offer a
chance for compromise?
Politicians love to wrap
themselvesin the American
flag, and the consequences
for the Olympics could be
a place to find common

ground.

There is general agreement
that football and basketball
need to succeed at a high
level in college because
they ultimately bring in the
money that funds the "non-
revenue" sports that feed the

pipeline for Team USA.
Both SCORE and SAFE have
language that speaks to this
reality, though in different
ways. SCORE would establish
a minimum numbers of sports
that schools of a certain size
must offer (most already
do). SAFE proposes that
increased proceeds from
theoretical new TV deals be
used to keep participation of
women's and Olympic sports
at 2023-24 levels.

If signs ever surface that the
Olympic pipeline is in true
jeopardy, that might lend a
sense of urgency for com-
promise. Some programs
around the country have
been cut, but the NCAA
argues scholarship dollars
and participation levels are
atrecord levels in the wake
of the House settlement.
"It's also fair to say that there's
alot goingright," NCAA vice
president Tim Buckley said.

Is there any chance either
of these bills pass?
Sen.Ted Cruz, R-Texas, spoke
out against the SAFE Act al-
most as soon as it was pro-
posed. As the chair of the
Senate Commerce Com-
mittee that oversees college
sports, Cruz figures to have
a big impact on anything
that gets to the Senate floor,
where it would then need 60

votes.

The SCORE Act looked like it
was headed for a vote in the
House, but there were too
many Republican doubters
to gurantee its passage.d

AP Source: Government shutdown may
move UConn-Lovisville opener from
Ramstein Air Base to U.S.

By DOUG FEINBERG

AP Basketball Writer

No. 1 UConn's season
opener against No. 20 Lou-
isvile that is supposed to
be played at Ramstein Air
Base in Germany on Nov.
4 is in jeopardy of being
moved because of the
government shutdown.

A person familiar with the
decision told The Associ-
ated Press on Thursday that
if the shutdown continues
until Monday the game will

be played at a neutral site
in the U.S. on the same day.
The person spoke on condi-
fion of anonymity because
no official announcement
has been made.

A Louisville spokesperson
said the school is deferring
to ESPN, which is putfting on
the game and would be
the one to make the call.
The network would need
fime to move its equipment
tfo Germany and set up the
aircraft hangar on the base

to host the contest.

"While our goal is to host this
year's Armed Forces Clas-
sic as planned at Ramstein
Air Base in Germany, we
are exploring confingency
plans due to the circum-
stances,"” ESPN said in a
statement.

This would be the third time
that the Armed Forces Clas-
sic was played at Ramstein
and the first that featured
two women's basketball
teams. The UConn men's

UConn guard Ashlynn Shade (12) reacts toward UConn guard

Azzi Fudd in the first half of an exhibition NCAA college basket-
ball game against Boston College, Monday, Oct. 13, 2025, in

Uncasville, Conn.

team played in the inau-
gural one in 2012. Texas

Associated Press

A&M and West Virginia also
played there in 2017. 1
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New York Jets quarterback Justin Fields (7) passes the ball as he warms-up before an NFL football
game between the Denver Broncos and the New York Jets, Sunday, Oct. 12, 2025, in London.

Associated Press

Jets coach uses Lamar Jackson, Josh Allen
as examples when discussing Justin Fields'

slow release

By DENNIS WASZAK Jr.

AP Pro Football Writer
FLORHAM PARK, N.J. (AP) —
Justin Fields' internal clock
has become a timely topic
of discussion again.

The New York Jets quarter-
back has long been criti-
cized for his propensity fo
hold onfo the football too
long at times, resulting in
sacks and blown opportu-
nifies.

Fields didn't help his case
Sunday, when he was
sacked nine times and the
Jefts finished with a franchise-
worst minus-10 net yards
passing in New York's 13-11
loss to Denver in London —
with several plays aftributed
to him not getting the foot-
ball out in a timely manner.
Fields acknowledged as
much earlier this week, and
so did coach Aaron Glenn.
But Glenn also set off alarms
Friday on social media
among fans frustrated with
the play of their team's quar-
terback during an 0-6 start
by mentioning Baltimore's
Lamar Jackson and Buffa-
lo's Josh Allen — former NFL
MVPs —in defense of Fields.
"I know that's a huge topic
that everyone talks about,"
Glenn said, "but sometimes
there's a lot that goes into
that and when you look at
the time he gets the ball out,
some of those have been
some of his best games
when he's holding the ball

3 seconds or whatnot.
"And if's who he is, and
sometimes it's play calls and
the way that he sees things."
According to Next Gen Stats,
Fields' average time to throw
is 3.01 seconds, which ranks
second-worst among quar-
terbacks with at least three
starts only to Chicago's Ca-
leb Williams at 3.08.

"I'm not sitting here saying he
doesn't need to get the ball
out," Glenn added. "There
are some quick games
where the ball has to come
out and you work on those in
practice, but there's also an
element of, 'Man, we know
who that player is."

Glenn meant Fields — since
his days at Ohio Stafe and
early in his NFL career with
Chicago and last season
with Pittsburgh — has been
known as a terrific athlete
who makes plays with his
legs and uses his athleticism
torun the offense, but some-
fimes takes a bit longer o
get the ball out.

He says slow release fimes
don't always tell the whole
story. "You look at Lamar
Jackson, his numbers get-
fing the ball out (are) higher
than Justin's," Glenn said. "l
think Josh Allen's numbers
are higher than Justin's.
But | think everybody tends
to see who those guys are
and understand that. And
for some reason they don't
understand Justin.

"But listen, I'm noft sitting here
saying that there are some
times where he's got to get
the ball out. He knows that
and he articulated that to
you guys and we're going
to confinue to work on that
as much as we can."
According fo Next Gen Stats,
Jackson (2.87 seconds) and
Allen (2.91) are a bit quicker
at getting the football out,
even with their tendencies
to scramble and throw.

As Glenn said, Fields has
had some of his best games
when the release time has
been higher: His average
time to throw in the season
opener against Piftsburgh
was 3.53 seconds — and
was arguably his best overall
performance with the Jefts.
Fields said this week he
wants to be "a little bit more
aggressive”" with  throwing
the ball downfield, starting
Sunday against Caroling,
while acknowledging he has
been "a little bit foo conser-
vative."He doesn't have an
interception, though, and
wants to balance risk with
being smart. "lI've always just
been big on ball security and
not putting the ball in jeop-
ardy," said Fields, who has
just four fouchdown passes
this season. "But it comes fo
a point where you've just got
to find that healthy balance
between trying to maybe fit
itin smaller windows and just
letting it rip."d
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Washington Spirit's forward Trinity Rodman stands during the
second half of a NWSL soccer match against Bay FC on Aug.
23, 2025, in San Francisco.

Associated Press

Spirit’s Trinity Rodman
has MCL sprain, no
timetable for her return

By ANNE M. PETERSON

AP Soccer Writer

Washington Spirit and U.S. national team forward Trinity
Rodman has a Grade 1 MCL sprain in her right knee with
no timeline for her return.

Spirit coach Adridn Gonzdlez announced Rodman's di-
agnosis on Friday ahead of the team's match Saturday
at home against the Orlando Pride.

"Right now, we need to focus on day by day, try to help
her to recover, to heal as best as possible, and let's see
how she's progressing every day," Gonzdlez said.
Rodman was injured Wednesday in a CONCACAF W
Champions Cup game against Mexican club Monter-
rey. Earlier in the day, she was named to the U.S. roster
for a tfrio of upcoming matches against Porfugal and
New Zealand. The United States had not yet announced
her withdrawal from training camp.

Rodman was helped off the field in tears after an at-
tempted tackle in the 37th minute and laterreappeared
on crutches with a brace on her right leg.

While there were fears the injury was serious, Gonzdlez
said scans performed Thursday showed "the best-case
scenario." Typically, recovery time for Grade 1 MCL
sprains is one to three weeks.

Rodman refurned to the Spirit in August after a back is-
sue that kept her sidelined for most of the summer. She
was named the National Women's Soccer League play-
er of the month for September after contributing to five
of the team's eight goals that month.

The Spirit have clinched second place in the seedings
for the postseason behind league leaders the Kansas
City Current. The playoffs start Nov. 7.

Because of her back issues, Rodman has made just one
appearance for the United States since the tfeam won
the gold medal at the 2024 Olympics. She scored early
in a 2-0 victory over Brazil in Los Angeles in April.
Rodman was key to the U.S. team's Olympic success,
part of a formidable trio with Sophia Wilson and Mallory
Swanson that was dubbed Triple Espresso.

The United States will play Portugal on Oct. 23 in Chester,
Pennsylvania, and on Oct. 26 in East Hartford, Connecti-
cut. The Americans will face New Zealand in Kansas
City, Missouri, on Oct. 29.

U.S. coach Emma Hayes said the team is now gearing
up for next year's qualification for the 2027 World Cup in
Brazil.(]




