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Judge asks if troops in Los Angeles are violating Posse Comitatus

Act

By OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
California’s challenge of
the Trump administrafion’s
military deployment in Los
Angeles returned to a fed-
eral courtroom in San Fran-
cisco on Friday for a brief
hearing after an appeals
court handed President
Donald Trump a key proce-
dural win.

U.S. District Judge Charles
Breyer put off issuing any
additional rulings and in-
stead asked for briefings
from both sides by noon
Monday on whether the
Posse Comitatus Act, which
prohibits troops from con-
ducting civilian law en-
forcement on U.S. sall, is be-
ing violated in Los Angeles.
Newsom said in his com-
plaint that “violation of
the Posse Comitatus Act
is imminent, if not already
underway” but Breyer last
week postponed consider-
ing that allegation.

The hearing comes a day
after the 9th Circuit ap-
pellate panel allowed the
president to keep control
of National Guard troops
he deployed in response to
protests over immigration
raids.

The appellate decision
halted a temporary re-
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Protesters stand off against California National Guard soldiers at the Federal Building in downtown

Los Angeles during a “No Kings” protest on Saturday, June 14, 2025.

straining order from Breyer,
who found Trump acted il-
legally when he activated
the soldiers over opposition
from California Gov. Gavin
Newsom. Breyer also asked
the lawyers on Friday to ad-
dress whether he or the ap-
pellate court retains prima-
ry jurisdiction to grant an
injunction under the Posse
Comitatus Act.

California  has sought a
preliminary injunctfion re-
turning control to Newsom

of the troops in Los Ange-
les, where protests have
calmed down in recent
days.

Trump, a Republican, ar-
gued that the troops have
been necessary to restore
order.

Newsom, a Democrat,
said their presence on
the streets of a U.S. city in-
flamed tensions, usurped
local authority and wasted
resources.

The demonstrations have

Associated Press

appeared fo be winding
down, although dozens of
protesters showed up Thurs-
day at Dodger Stadium,
where a group of federal
agents with their faces cov-
ered, fraveling in SUVs and
cargo vans, had gathered
at a parking lot.The Los An-
geles Dodgers organization
asked them to leave, and
they did.

On Tuesday, Los Angeles
Mayor Karen Bass liffed a
curfew in downfown Los

Angeles that was first im-
posed in response to van-
dalism and clashes with po-
lice after crowds gathered
in opposition to agents tak-
ing migrants into detention.
Trump federalized mem-
bers of the California No-
fional Guard under an au-
thority known as Title 10.
Title 10 allows the president
to call the National Guard
info federal service when
the country "is invaded,”
when “there is a rebellion
or danger of a rebellion
against the authority of the
Government,” or when the
president is otherwise un-
able “to execute the laws
of the United States.”
Breyer found that Trump
had overstepped his legal
authority, which he said
allows presidents to con-
frol state National Guard
froops only during fimes of
“rebellion or danger of a
rebellion.”

“The protests in Los Angeles
fall far short of ‘rebellion,"
wrote Breyer, a Watergate
prosecutor who was ap-
pointed by President Bill
Clinfon and is the brother
of retired Supreme Court
Justice Stephen Breyer.
The Trump administration
argued that courts can't
second-guess the presi-
dent’s decisions..

Court blocks Louisiana law requiring schools to post Ten
Commandments in classrooms

By SARA CLINE and JACK The Associated Press
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NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A

A copy of the Ten Commandments is posted along with other
historical documents in a hallway at the Georgia Capitol on

June 20, 2024, in Atlanta.

Associated Press

panel of three federal ap-
pellate judges has ruled
that a Louisiana law requir-
ing the Ten Command-
ments to be posted in
each of the state’s public
school classrooms is un-
constitutional.

The ruling Friday marked a
major win for civil liberties
groups who say the man-
datfe violates the separa-
tion of church and state,
and that the poster-sized
displays would isolate stu-
dents especially those
who are not Christian.

The mandate has been
touted by Republicans, in-
cluding President Donald
Trump, and marks one of

the latest pushes by con-
servatives to incorporate
religion into classrooms.
Backers of the law argue
the Ten Commandments
belong in classrooms be-
cause they are historical
and part of the foundation
of U.S. law.

The plaintiffs’ attorneys
and Louisiana disagreed
on whether the appeals
court’'s decision applied to
every public school district
in the state or only the dis-
fricts party to the lawsuit.
“All school districts in the
state are bound to comply
with the U.S. Constitution,”
said Liz Hayes, a spokes-
person for  Americans

United for Separation of
Church and State, which
served as co-counsel for
the plainfiffs.

The appeals court’s rulings
“interpret the law for all of
Louisiana,” Hayes added.
“Thus, all school districts
must abide by this deci-
sion and should not post
the Ten Commandments
in their classrooms.”
Louisiana Aftorney Gen-
eral Liz Murrill said she
disagreed and believed
the ruling only applied to
school districts in the five
parishes that were party
to the lawsuit and that she
would seek to appeal the

ruling.d
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bureav in tax bill

By LISA MASCARO

AP Congressional Corre-
spondent

WASHINGTON (AP) — Re-
publicans suffered a sizable
setback Friday on one key
aspect of President Donald
Trump's big bill after their
plans to gut the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau
and other provisions from the
Senate Banking Committee
ran into procedural violations
with the Senate parliamen-
tarian. Republicans in the
Senate proposed zeroing-
out funding for the CFPB, the
landmark agency sef up in
the aftermath of the 2008
financial crisis, to save $6.4
billion. The bureau had been
designed as a way to bet-
ter protect Americans from
financial fraud, but has been
opposed by many GOP law-
makers since ifs inception.
The Trump administration has
targeted the CFPB as an ex-
ample of government over-
regulation and overreach.
The findings by the Senate
parliamentarian's  office,
which is working overtime
scrubbing Trump's overall
bill fo ensure it aligns with

the chamber's strict "Byrd
Rule" processes, signal a
tough road ahead. The
most daunfing questions
are still to come, as GOP
leadership rushes to muscle
Trump's signature package
to floor for votes by his Fourth
of July deadline. Sen. Tim
Scott, R-S.C., the chairman
of the Banking Committee
that drafted the provisions in
question, said in a statement,
"My colleagues and I remain
committed to cutting waste-
ful spending at the CFPB and
will continue working with the
Senate parliamentarian on
the Committee's provisions."
For Democrats, who have
been fighting Trump's 1,000-
page package at every
step, the parliamentarian's
advisory amounted to a
significant win.

"Democrats fought back,
and we will keep fighting
back against this ugly bill,"
said Sen. Elizabeth Warren of
Massachusetts, the top Dem-
ocrat on the Banking Com-
mittee, who engineered the
creation of the CFPB before
she was elected to Congress.
Warren said that GOP pro-
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posals "are a reckless, dan-
gerous attack on consum-
ers and would lead to more
Americans being fricked and
frapped by giant financial
institutions and put the sta-
bility of our entire financial
system aft risk-all to hand out
tax breaks to billionaires."

The parliamentarian's rulings,
while advisory, are rarely, if
ever ignored. With the major-
ity in Congress, Republicans
have been drafting a sweep-
ing package that extends
some $4.5 frillion tax cuts
Trump approved during his
first ferm, in 2017, that oth-
erwise expire at the end of
the year. It adds $350 billion
to national security, includ-
ing billions for Trump's mass
deportation agenda. And it
slashes some $1 trillion from
Medicaid, food stamps and
ofther government programs.
All fold, the package is es-
timated to add at least
$2.4 ftrillion to the nation's
deficits over the decade,
and leave 10.9 million more
people without health care
coverage, according to the
nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office's review of

Senate bdrliémentarian deals Blow to GOP plah to“g'f -consumer

ank of Aruba sues rsell Aret
statements he made on live teladaigr

the House-passed package,
which is now undergoing re-
visions in the Senate.

The parliamentarian's office
is responsible for determining
if the package adheres o
the Byrd Rule, named after
the late Sen. Robert Byrd of
West Virginia, who was con-
sidered one of the masters of
Senate procedure. The rule
essentially bars policy mat-
ters from being addressed
in the budget reconcilia-
tion process. Senate GOP
leaders are using the bud-
get reconciliation process,
which is increasingly how

Associated Press

big bills move through the
Congress, because it allows
passage on a simple major-
ity vote, rather than face a
filibuster with the higher 60-
vote threshold.

But if any of the bill's provi-
sions violate the Byrd Rule,
that means they can be
challenged at the tougher
60-vote threshold, whichis a
tall orderin the 53-47 Senate.
Leaders are often forced to
strip those proposals from
the package, even though
doing so risks losing support
from lawmakers who cham-
pioned those provisions. ]

Family of ex-FBI agent presumed dead
in Iran hopes talks with U.S. can lead to
return of his remains

By ERIC TUCKER

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
family of a retired FBl agent
presumed dead after van-
ishing in Iran 18 years ago
is calling for any deal be-
tween the United States
and Iran to include the re-
turn of his remains.

Robert Levinson  disap-
peared on March 9, 2007,
when he was scheduled to
meet a source on the Irani-
an island of Kish. For years,
U.S. officials would say only

that Levinson was working
independently on a private
investigation. But a 2013 As-
sociated Press investigation
revealed that Levinson had
been sent on a mission by
CIA analysts who had no
authority to run such an op-
eration.

The U.S. government in 2020
said that it had concluded
that Levinson had died
while in the custody of Iran.
The family at the fime said
that it did not know when
or if Levinson's body would

be returned for burial but
vowed that those respon-
sible for his death would ul-
fimately face justice.

"We want to make sure
that our dad is not forgot-
ten," Daniel Levinson, one
of Levinson's sons, said in
a telephone interview with
The Associated Press on Fri-
day.

The younger Levinson said
that as President Donald
Trump signals an interest
in diplomacy over Teh-
ran's nuclear program that

-

Christine Levinson, center, wife of Robert Levinson, and her

LN

children, Dan Levinson, right, and Samantha Levinson talk to
reporters in New York, Jan. 18, 2016.

could avert direct U.S. mili-
fary involvement in Iran's
war with Israel, now is the
fime for Washington to use
its "leverage to hold them
responsible."

The family, he said, still has

Associated Press

no answers but believes the
Iranian government does.
"We fully believe that they
know exactly where his re-
mains would be and what
exactly happened to him,"
he said. 4
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Federal judge blocks Trump effort to keep Harvard from hosting
foreign students

By COLLIN BINKLEY

AP Education Writer

A federal judge on Friday
blocked the Trump admin-
istration’s efforts to keep
Harvard  University  from
hosting international  stu-
dents, delivering the Ivy
League school another
victory as it challenges
multiple government sanc-
tions amid a battle with the
White House.

The order from U.S. District
Judge Allison Burroughs in
Boston preserves the ability
of Harvard to host foreign
sfudents while the case is
decided.

Harvard sued the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
in May affer the agency
withdrew the school’s certi-
fication to host foreign stu-
dents and issue paperwork
for their visas. The action
would have forced Har-
vard's roughly 7,000 foreign
stfudents about a quarter
of its fotal enrollment to
transfer or risk being in the
U.S. illegally. New foreign
students would have been
barred from coming to Har-

Rowers paddle down the Charles River near the campus of Harvard University in Cambridge,

Mass., March 7, 2017.

vard.

The university called itillegal
retaliation for rejecting the
White House's demands fo
overhaul Harvard policies
around campus protests,
admissions, hiring and other
issues. Burroughs temporar-

ily halted the action hours
after Harvard sued.

Less than two weeks later,
in early June, Trump moved
to block foreign students
from entering the U.S. to
attend Harvard, citing a
different legal justification.

Associated Press

Harvard challenged the
move and Burroughs tem-
porarily blocked that effort
as well.

The stops and starts of the
legal battle have unsettled
current students and left
others around the world

waiting to find out wheth-
er they will be able to at-
tend America’s oldest and
wealthiest university.

The Trump administration’s
efforts to stop Harvard from
enrolling international stu-
dents have created an
environment of “profound
fear, concern, and confu-
sion,” the university said in
a court filing.

Countless international stu-
dents have asked about
transferring from the univer-
sity, Harvard immigration
services director Maureen
Martin said.

Trump has been warring
with Harvard for months
after it rejected a series
of government demands
meant to address conser-
vative complaints that the
school has become too lib-
eral and has tolerated anti-
Jewish harassment.

Trump officials have cut
more than $2.6 billion in re-
search grants, ended fed-
eral contracts and threat-
ened to revoke its tax-ex-
empt status.]

Man with Taser and rope charged in attempted kidnapping of
mayor, Memphis police say

By JONATHAN MATTISE and
ADRIAN SAINZ

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — A
man has been charged
with an aftempted kid-
napping of the mayor of
Memphis after he went
fo the mayor’s house in a
gated community and was
later arrested with a Taser,
gloves, rope and duct tape
in his vehicle, according to

police.
Memphis police on
Wednesday  announced

that Trenton Abston, 25,
is facing charges of at-
tempted kidnapping, stalk-
ing and aggravated crimi-
nal trespass. Mayor Paul
Young, a Black Democrat,
was at home with his wife
and children when Abston
knocked on the door Sun-
day night, according to an
arrest affidavit. Young said
could see from his doorbell
camera that the man was
wearing gloves and had a
lumpy bulge in his hoodie

pocket.

When no one answered,
the man fled, but his face
was captured on cameraq,
the affidavit says.

The attempt happened just
one day after the killing a
prominent Minnesota Dem-
ocratic lawmaker. The sus-
pect charged is accused

of impersonating a police
officer and gunning down
former House Speaker Me-
lissa Hortman and her hus-
band, Mark, in their home
outside Minneapolis.

Online court records re-
viewed Friday do notf show
if he has hired a lawyer.
Abston, who is Black, is

Mayor Paul Young, center, speaks during a news conference
with Tannera Gibson, left, and Police Chief Cerelyn “C.J.” Davis,
right, on Dec. 5, 2024, in Memphis, Tenn.

Associated Press

scheduled to appear in
court Monday to fell a
judge if he has been able
to hire an aftorney.

Abston told police investi-
gators that he waited un-
til Sunday evening to ap-
proach Young af his home
about crime in the city,
saying he was angry atf the
mayor and armed with a
Taser when he went to the
home, the affidavit says.
Police found in their inves-
tigation that Abston’s vehi-
cle was seen on video foot-
age multiple times in the
immediate area of Young's
home between May and
June, the affidavit says. The
subdivision has a large ex-
terior wall, a gate, a guard
house, security and video
surveillance, the affidavit
says.

Security footage shows that
Abston scaled a wall and
went directly to Young's
residence, authorities said.
On Tuesday, police used

low enforcement data-
bases to identify Abston as
a person of interest in the
case.

They confirmed his identity
by showing his work man-
ager a photo from the
night of the incident, and
then detained Abston af
his workplace on Wednes-
day, the affidavit says.
“"Abston took substantial
steps toward the commis-
sion of a kidnapping,” the
affidavit said.

Young said the man
jumped a wall leading
info the subdivision where
his family lives. He said the
man ‘“walked sfraight to
our home, knocking on the
door with gloves on, a full
pocket, and a nervous de-
meanor.”

Young challenged people
in his city to “change how
we talk to and about each
other,” saying, “disagree-
ment must never lead to
violence."
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Displaced Syrians who have returned home face a fragile future,
says UN refugees chief

By OMAR SANADIKI
Associated Press
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) —
U.N. High Commissioner for
Refugees Filippo Grandi
said Friday that more than
two million Syrian refugees
and internally displaced
people have returned
home since the fall of the
government of  Bashar
Assad in December.
Speaking during a visit to
Damascus that coincided
with  World Refugee Day,
Grandi described the situ-
ation in Syria as “fragile
and hopeful” and warned
that the returnees may not
remain if Syria does not
get more international as-
sistance to rebuild its war-
battered infrastructure.
“"How can we make sure
that the return of the Syr-
ian displaced or refugees
is sustainable, that people
don't move again be-
cause they don't have a
house or they don’t have
a job or they don't have
electricitye” Grandi asked
a small group of journalists
after the visit, during which
he met with Syrian Foreign
Minister Asaad al-Shibani
and spoke with returning
refugees. "What is needed
for people to return, elec-
fricity but also schools, also
health centers, also safety
and security,” he said.

|

U.N. refugee agency ( UNHCR ) chief Filippo Grandi talks to the Associated Press in Damascus,

Syria, Friday, June, 20, 2025.

Syria’s near 14-year civil
war, which ended last De-
cember with the ouster of
former President Bashar
Assad in a lightning rebel
offensive, killed nearly half
a milion people and dis-
placed half the country’s
pre-war population of of 23
million.

Grandi said that 600,000
Syrians have returned to
the country since Assad’s
fall, and about another 1.5
million internally displaced
people returned to their

homes in the same period.
However, there is little aid
available for the returnees,
with multiple crises in the
region -- including the new
Israel-Iran war -- and shrink-
ing support from donors.
The UNHCR has reduced
programs for Syrian refu-
gees in neighboring coun-
tries, including healthcare,
education and cash sup-
port for hundreds of thou-
sands in Lebanon.

“The United States suspend-
ed all foreign assistance,

Associated Press

and we were very much
impacted, like others, and
also other donors in Europe
are reducing foreign assis-
tance,” Grandi said, add-
ing: "l tell the Europeans in
particular, be careful. Re-
member 2015, 2016 when
they cut food assistance to
the Syrianrefugeesin Leba-
non and Jordan, the Syrians
moved toward Europe.”

Some have also fled for se-
curity reasons since Assad’s
fall. While the situation has
stabilized since then, par-

ficularly in Damascus, the
new government has strug-
gled to extend its control
over all areas of the coun-
fry and to bring a patch-
work of former insurgent
groups together intfo a no-
fional army.

There have also been out-
breaks of violence, notably
in March, when hundreds
of civilians, most of them
from the Alawite minority to
which Assad belongs, were
kiled in revenge afttacks
after clashes broke out be-
ftween pro-Assad armed
groups and government
security forces on the Syri-
an coast. Some 40,000 new
refugees fled to Lebanon
following that violence.
Grandi said the UNHCR has
been in talks with the Leba-
nese government, which
halted official registration
of new refugees in 2015, o
register the new refugees
and “provide them with
basic assistance.”

“This is a complex commu-
nity, of course, for whom
the chances of refurn are
not so strong right now,”
he said. He said he had
urged the Syrian authori-
ties to make sure that mea-
sures taken in response
to the atftacks on civilians
“are very strong and fo
prevent further episodes of
violence."]

Canadian tariffs on U.S. steel and aluminum could rise

depending on trade talks, Carney says

By ROB GILLIES

Associated Press

TORONTO (AP) — Canada’s Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney said Thursday he will
impose new ftariffs on U.S. steel and alu-
minum imports on July 21 depending the
progress of frade talks with U.S. President
Donald Trump.

Carney, who met with Trump atf the
Group of Seven meetings in Alberta this
week, reiterated Thursday that Canada
and the U.S. “agreed to pursue negotia-
tions toward a deal within the coming 30
days.”

“We will review our response as the nego-
tiations progress,” Carney said.

He added: “In parallel, we must reinforce
our strength at home and safeguard Ca-
nadian workers and businesses from the
unjust U.S. tariffs.

That's why foday we are announcing

Canada will be infroducing a series of
countermeasures to protect Canadian
steel and aluminum workers and produc-
ers.

“First, Canada will adjust its existing coun-
ter-tariffs on U.S. steel and aluminum
products on July 21 to levels consistent
with progress made in the broader frad-
ing agreement with the United States.”
Carney said Trump's tfrade war is running
the risk of a global recession.

“The world is in the middle of a trade war
and several wars, actual wars, includ-
ing wars that can have quite significant
implications for commodity prices and
global growth,” said Carney, who led the
central banks of both Canada and the
United Kingdom.

Trump has imposed 50% tariffs on steel
and aluminum as well as 25% tariffs on
autos.

Canada Prime Minister Mark Carney speaks at a press
conference while President of the King’'s Privy Council for
Canada Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of Indusiry Melanie Joly,
and Minister of Finance and National Revenue Francois-
Philippe Champagne listen, on Parliament Hill in Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada, Thursday, June 19, 2025.

Associated Press
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Food rations are halved in one of Africa’s largest refugee camps
after US aid cuts

By EVELYNE MUSAMBI
Associated Press

KAKUMA, Kenya (AP) —
Martin Komol sighs as he
inspects his cracked, mud-
walled house that is one
rain away from fully collaps-
ing. Nothing seems to last
for him and 300,000 other
refugees in this remote Ka-
kuma camp in Kenya now,
not even food rations.
Funding for the U.N.
World Food Program has
dropped after the Trump
administration paused sup-
port in March, part of the
widespread dismantling of
foreign aid by the United
States, once the world's
biggest donor.

That means Komol, a wid-
owed father of five from
Uganda, has been living on
handouts from neighbors
since his latest monthly ra-
tion ran out two weeks ago.
He said he survives on one
meal a day, sometimes a
meal every two days.
"When we can't find any-
one to help us, we become
sick, but when we go to the
hospital, they say it's just
hunger and tell us to go
back home,” the 5%9-year-
old said. His wife is buried
here.

He is reluctant to return fo
Uganda, one of the more
than 20 home countries of

Refugees carry food at a distribution center run by the World Food Programme (WFP) at Kakuma
Refugee Camp in Turkana, Kenya Tuesday, June 3, 2025.

Kakuma's refugees.

Food rafions have been
halved. Previous rafion cuts
led to protests in March.
Monthly cash transfers that
refugees used to buy pro-
teins and vegetables to
supplement the rice, lentils
and cooking oil distributed
by WFP have ended this
month.

Each refugee now receives
3 kilograms (6 pounds) of
rice per month, far be-

low the 9 kilograms rec-
ommended by the U.N.
for optimal nutrition. WFP
hopes to receive the next
donation of rice by August.
That's along with 1 kilogram
of lentils and 500 milliliters of
cooking oil per person.

"Come August, we are
likely to see a more difficult
scenario. If WFP doesn't re-
ceive any funding between
now and then, it means
only a fraction of the refu-

Associated Press

gees will be able to get as-
sistance. It means only the
most extremely vulnerable
will be targeted,” said Co-
lin Buleti, WFP’s head in Ka-
kuma. WFP is seeking help
from other donors.

As dust swirls along paths
between the camp'’s
makeshift  houses,  the
youngest children run and
play, largely unaware of
their parents’ fears.

But they can’'t escape hun-

ger. Komol's 10-year-old
daughter immerses her-
self in schoolbooks when
there’s nothing to eat.
“When she was younger
she used to cry, but now
she fries to ask for food from
the neighbors, and when
she can’t get any she just
sleeps hungry,” Komol said.
In recent weeks, they have
drunk water to try to feel
full.

The shrinking ratfions have
led to rising cases of mal-
nutrition among children
under 5 and pregnant and
breastfeeding mothers.

At Kakuma's largest hospi-
tal, run by the International
Rescue Committee, chil-
dren with malnufrition are
given fortified formula milk.
Nuftrition  officer Sammy
Nyang'a said some children
are brought in too late and
die within the first few hours
of admission. The 30-bed
stabilization ward admitted
58 children in March, 146
in April and 106 in May. Fif-
teen children died in April,
up from the monthly aver-
age of five. He worries they
will see more this month.
“Now with the cash trans-
fers gone, we expect more
women and children to
be unable to afford a bal-
anced diet,” Nyang'a
said.d

Panama suspends constitutional protections in the northwest after
destructive protests

By ALMA SOLiS and JUAN
ZAMORANO
Associated Press

PANAMA CITY (AP) — Pan-
ama suspended constitu-
fional protections for five

Anti-government protesters block a highway in the Indigenous
Embera community of Arimae, Panama, Thursday, June 5, 2025,
during a demonstration against a pension reform law and a
security agreement with the United States involving the Panama

Canal.

Associated Press

days in its northwestern
Bocas del Toro province
Friday after two months of
protests and road block-
ades turned more destruc-
tive the previous night.

Presidential Minister Juan
Carlos Crillac said in a news
conference that the move
would allow the govern-
ment to reestablish order
and “rescue the province”
from “radical groups.”

What began as nationwide
protests against changes
to the social security sys-
fem morphed Thursday
night intfo people damag-
ing the local airport and
the facilities of banana gi-
ant Chiquita Brands, which
fired thousands of striking
workers in the province last
month. Panamanian Presi-

dent José Raul Mulino had
said at the time that the
banana workers’ strike was
illegal and included some
5,000 workers.

On May 27, the govern-
ment declared a state of
emergency in the province
without suspending consti-
futional protections.

But actions by masked peo-
ple authorities described as
criminals overnight led Mu-
lino to announce Thursday
night that he would meet
with his Cabinet Friday to
take action. The perpetra-
tors forced their way into
the airport in Changuinola,
Bocas del Toro's main city,
where they vandalized
cars and started a fire in
the local baseball stadium.
They sacked Chiquita’s

shuttered facility and de-
stroyed a local office of
the National Civil Defense
Service. Protfests, march-
es and occasional road-
blocks have stretched from
one end of the counftry fo
the other as teachers, con-
struction workers and other
unions rejected changes
the government said were
necessary to keep the so-
cial security system solvent.
Demonstrations have oc-
casionally turned violent,
but the forced enfrance of
people to the airport and
banana facility overnight
triggered Friday's govern-
ment reaction. Earlier this
month, Mulino brought in
a Catholic archbishop and
a rabbi to act as mediators
with protesters.]
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ORANJESTAD — Museums
are an integral part of con-
serving and honoring cul-
tures, and Aruba is no ex-
ception. Our Island has a
wide selection of various
museums for our locals and
visitors to see. Take this op-
portunity to learn about our
island and experience a
different day beyond the
beach. Let us introduce to
you these museums.

Museum of Industry Aruba
The Museum of Industry is lo-
cated in San Nicolas—bet-
ter known as the art capital
of Aruba. This museum ex-
hibits the industrial history of
gold, aloe, phosphate, oil
and ftourism through elabo-
rated displays and multi-
media installations.

The Museum of Industry is
situated in the Water Tower
in San Nicolas and narrates
Aruba's industrial  history,
which began in the 19th
centfury. The Water Tower
was builf in 1939 and con-
sists of three sections: the
substructure, the high-rising
vertical shaft, and the tank
at the top. The Water Tow-
er was purchased by the
Monuments Fund in 2003 so
it can be restored and pre-
served as one of Arubad's
monuments. The Museum
of Industry is part of Aruba
Museum Foundation (Fun-
dacion Museo Aruban),
which is a foundation set
fo maintain, preserve, and
protect the Aruban cultural
sector, history, and nature.
The museum of Industry is
open daily from 9 am ftill 6
pm.

For more information,
check out their Facebook
page Museum of Industry
Aruba.

Archaeological Museum of
Aruba

The Archaeological Mu-
seum of Aruba is located
at Schelpstraat 42 in down-
town Oranjestad. The reno-
vated historic Ecury com-
plex in the area has been
fransformed from a family
home to a modern museum
that preserves Aruba’s Am-
erindian cultural heritage.
This 21st century museum
is especially designed to
preserve valuable arfifacts
dating back to the Pre-Ce-
ramic period of 2500 BC.

In the late 1980's, AMA
identified its need for an
adequate housing for its
collection and activities.

After studying various op-
tions, a project proposal
was drawn up, including
the acquisition and restora-
tion of historical buildings in
downtown Oranjestad.

These historical buildings
were formerly the proper-
ty of the Ecury family. The
“Ecury Complex”, is a clus-
ter of single and two-story
historic  buildings, mainly
Dutch colonial architec-
ture from the late 19th and
20th century on a plot of
approximately 1.700 m2.

In 1997, the Aruban Govern-
ment bought the complex
for the National Archaeo-
logical Museum project.
In 2004, a financial agree-
ment was signed with the
European Development
Fund and in 2006, restoro-
fion and construction work

began on the monumen-
tal buildings and the soon-
fo-be exhibition space. In
December 2007, the key to
the complex was delivered
and the museum’s employ-
ees moved to the new lo-
cation. The final design for
the exhibit was completed
in  November 2007 and
the permanent exhibit, fi-
nanced by the Aruban

Government and the Union
of Cultural Organizations
(UNOCA), opened in July
2009.

At the new location, the
Natfional  Archaeological
Museum Aruba disposes of
approximately 500 m2 for
its permanent exhibif. This
exhibit conveys information
on the origin and culture of
the first inhabitants of the
island through archaeo-
logical objects and mod-
ern exhibition techniques.
The new permanent exhibit
gives the visitor an insight
info the cultures that in-
habited the island in Pre-
Historical and Early Histori-
cal times. The museum also
hosts attractive public pro-
grams, including lectures,
educational projects, tem-
porary exhibits and work-
shops.

The museum is open daily
from 9:30 am fill 4:30 pm.
For more information check
out the Facebook page
Museo Arqueologico Nao-
cional Aruba.(d

Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your vaca-
tion?... we would like to portrait you! By inviting you to send
us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying our Happy

Island.

Complete the sentence: Arubatomeiis ....... Send your pic-
ture with that text (including your name and where you are
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will publish your
vacation memory. Isn’t that a special way to keep your best
moments alive? Please do note: By submitting photos, text or
any other materials, you give permission to The Aruba Today
Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its affili-
ated companies to use said materials, as well as names, like-
ness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and
Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our free news-
paper, we strive to make you a happy reader every day

again.(d
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Nanzi fools Cha Tiger

Many years ago, Cha* Tiger
did not live in the mondi*, but
among civil society. Back then,
he was feared by everyone.
When he walked past in a
halfway, everyone around
would make roomimmediately,
that's how ferocious he was.
One night a group of friends
was hanging out and they
were talking about Cha Tiger.
“You know, that tiger sure is
incredibly strong and | don’t
frust him one bit. He probably
eats alot too. Oh, I'm so scared
of him!” one person said.

“Oh, don't be stupid!l What
can Cha Tiger do?2 He's all bark
and no bite, that's it. | certainly
am not afraid of him. | bet you
guys that | could even sit on his
back like | would any donkey."”
It was Nanzi who said this. The
people around him laughed at
his remarks, thinking how silly it
was for him to say such things.
“You, Nanzi¢ You are such a
liar! He'll stomp you into next
Tuesday, stop saying such
nonsense.”

“I'm not lying!” Nanzi defended
himself. “He’'ll take me all the
way to Shon Arei*.”

The next morning, Shon Arei
already knew of what Nanzi
had been saying about Cha
Tiger. He was really curious to
see if Nanzi was brave enough
to put his money where his
mouth is. Cha Tiger walked
past.

“Hey, Cha Tiger!” someone
called to him. He growled at
the person. "Hey, Cha Tiger!
Listen!”

“Nanzi made fun of you, said
he wasn't afraid of you at alll
Said he could sit on your back
and that you weren't as strong
as we think you are.”

Cha Tiger stopped dead in his
tracks, furious. “Well, I'll set him
straight!” Cha Tiger ran toward

Nanzi's house, prepared fo
tfeach Nanzi a painful lesson.
The enfire way there he was
growling and yelling, making
everyone around aware what
was going to happen. They all
ran inside and peaked through
the blinds to see the fight that
was going to unfold.

Nanzi also heard Cha Tiger's
screams, slowly getting closer
and closer. He was terrified. His
face turned pale, and his teeth
started chattering like someone
with a high fever. Sweat was
dripping down his forehead.
When Cha Tiger arrived at
Nanzi's place, he stormed in
and saw Nanzi's frail body lying
face down in the corner. “Hey,
how are you, Cha Tigere” Nanzi
asked, his voice frembling. “I
Heard you were making fun of
me in front of your little friends,
so | came to hear from your
own mouth what you have to
say fo me,” Cha Tiger retforted,

still fuming.
“Me¢ Talk bad about youge”
Nanzi chuckled nervously.

“People are such liars, | swear.
Can’'t you see how sick | am
here?” Nanzi took a pause, like
someone who couldn't breathe
properly. In his case of course,
it was probably from exireme
fear. “Shi Maria* wanted fto
take me to Shon Arei, where
someone can heal me from
my illness.” Still wrapped up in
his act, Nanzi turned back face
down. “Me, a father of nine
little children...”

Cha Tiger was shocked. Nanzi
looked absolutely terrible, God
knows he was dying.

“Cha Tiger, you're strong.
Could you put me on your
back and take me to Shon
Arei, | can barely walk,” Nanzi
pleaded. Cha Tiger took pity
on the spider and agreed to do
this favor. Nanzi climbed on the
tiger's back, letting his body fall

down and grabbing on to Cha
Tiger's neck. "Would you mind
putting a rope in your mouth so
| can hold on?2 That way | cansit
up straight,” Nanzi asked. Cha
Tiger growled in reluctance but
said OK. And so they made
their way to Shon Arei.

Once they started traveling
through the mondi, Nanzi
fumned to Cha Tiger and
said: "These mosquitos are so
annoying! Cha Tiger, do you
mind if | cut a piece of branch
so | can keep these mosquitos
away?e” Cha Tiger let him take
his branch.

Eventually they made it out the
mondi to where everyone else
was. Nanzi immediately perked
up and whacked Cha Tiger
with his branch, making the
figer jump. He ran all the way o
Shon Arei’'s castle. Exhausted,
he plumped down in front of
His Majesty.

“See, Shon Arei2 Cha Tiger ain’t
nothing but a big donkey!”
Nanzi said proudly. Everyone
around cheered: “Hurray,
Nanzi!” Poor Cha Tiger was
so embarrassed that he was
fooled by the conniving spider,
and so he ran info the mondi to
hide. To this day, it's said that
the figer still hides away in the
mondi.

Cha: Nickname placed in front
of someone’s name and can
mean anything, like friend.
However, it often has negative
connotations first.

Mondi: dry wooded areas
found on the ABC islands.

Shon Arei: The King

Shi Maria: Nanzi's wife.

Story and pictures are from “Kon
Nanzi a Nek Shon Arei (i otro
kuentanan antiano di e arana

sabi)” by Nilda Pinto.
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Aruba’s kite flying trqdlhon

(Oranjestad)—Every year for King's Day,
Arubans gather with friends and family to
fly kites. Big or small, paper or plastic, blue
skies fill up with these colorful flying con-
traptions, brightening our yearly celebra-
tion of the Dutch Monarch.

The tradition of flying kites starts at home in
the weeks leading up o King's Day. These
kites were fraditionally made with things
found in the nearby mondi* and in the
kifchen at home. Using dried up cactus
sticks for the frame, old news papers, and
glue made from flour, water and salt to dry
faster (some people even use cornstarch
slurry as glue), kids usually make their own
kites with their friends, parents or other
close family members. Tails are made from
old bed sheets, ripped and fied together
to create a long string of fabric trailing be-
hind the back end of the kite. To finish off
the process, people used fish lines or thin
rope to tie three corners of the kite fogeth-
er. Another long string of rope is tied in the
knotted center and bundled up, used to
steer the kite as it flies in the air. Decorating
the kite was especially important, and chil-
dren would use paint to create their own
designs—the more colorful, the better!
People usually fly their kites in big open
fields, like empty soccer and baseball
fields found all around the island around
noon, when the sun is at its brightest.

In the past few years, kite flying has be-
come a sport in which groups of people
would baftle against each other to see
whose kite is the biggest, the prettiest, and
whose could fly flawlessly and longer in the

air.Q]
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Prohibited by law: leaving
the islcm_d with seashells,
~ white sand or cp:als

e -

(Oranjestad)—Often times, the customs department
at the airport intercepts many tourists leaving the is-
land with seashells, white sand and/or corals as sou-
venirs.

Conforming to the international treaty of CITES and
our local law which protects our Flora & Fauna, it is
absolutely prohibited to take any seashell, sand and
coral outside of Aruba. This is fo protect our environ-
ment. The high number of seashells, coral and amount
of sand confiscated is very strange and it is suspected
that our own locals are the ones selling these to the
tourists, which is unacceptable.

Upon confiscation at the airport, you can also face
a fine that they have to pay before leaving. This is
surely not a pleasant experience for the tourist. This
also leads to a negative reaction which can put our
tourism in a negative light.

Though we love to accommodate our visitors, let's
all give nature the respect it deserves by profecting
our environment. Stop collecting seashells, white sand
and corals from our shores and stop buying or ac-
cepting these from local sellers or companies.

We want our future generations and visitors to en-
joy the beauty of our beaches, shells and corals in a
sustainable way, without destroying or disrupting the
Aruban ecosystem. Help us protect what is ours!_]
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Feeling parched‘? Grab a refreshing coconut by the side of the road!

(Oranjestad)—Touring the island in the blistering heat can leave one feeling rather thirsty
and looking to cool off. Luckily there are a few stands along the roads of Aruba that can

offer you just what you need: a nice, refreshing beverage!

These “coconut stands” can be found at several locations on the island, where you can
cool off with delicious smoothies, drinks, snacks, and of course, fresh coconuts! Perfect
during family outings around the island, these stands can be found in the following loca-

tions:

- Near the red Anchor in San Nicolas
- On the Linear Park in Oranjestad (in front of airport runway)
- At the California Light House hill
- Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruin

- Bushiribana Beach (Near the Ling & Song Supermarket)

Monuments in Oranjestad

(Oranjestad)—If you've
ever taken a stroll through
main street Oranjestad,
you may have stumbled
upon a big green house
with beautiful colonial de-
sign. This legendary house,
now used as a town hall for
civil marriages, was once
owned by a wealthy doctor
and formed part of the elite
neighborhood in Oranjes-
tad.

Jacobo Eloy Arends was
an Aruban physician, and
in lived in Oranjestad dur-
ing the 1920s. In 1922, he
married  Maria  Monica
Lacle, the daughter of well-
known business man af the
fime, Adrican Lacle. The
two lived a posh life in the
city center, and their man-
sion—once the center for
neighborhood parfies—
now serves as a public
town hall for civil marriages
and is a cultural monument
on the island.

The house was designed
by architect Chibi Wever,
and constructed under the
leadership of famous mas-
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ter carpenter, Dada Picus,
who was famous at the
fime for his construction of
beautiful buildings.

The construction of the
house started once Jacobo
and Maria got engaged. It
is said that during the time
of construction, Maria was
not allowed to see the
building nor be anywhere
near the construction site.
It wasn't until after her hon-
eymoon that she saw the
completed mansion for the
first fime, furnished entirely
by her sisters-in-law.

The mansion also con-
tained the doctor’s office,
as well as a pharmacy. Af-
ter the death of Jacobo,

the house was inherited by
his son, an Aruban dentist,
who converted Jacobo's

office into his own dental
practice. Over the years,
the house was rented and
used by third parties, but
eventually fell into disre-
pair, as the maintenance
cost became too high to
cover.

The land was sold to Land
Aruba in 1986, but it did not
see arenovation until 1997.
Nowadays, it serves to host
weddings, and is attached
to a modern building situ-
ated behind—the Aruban
census office.

Jacobo and Maria’s man-
sion was situated in front
of another famous man-
sion, owned by Jacobo’s
brother Frederico Maxi-
milican (Machi) Arends.

Town House and Cqs Veneranda

Frederico was married to
Veneranda (whom the
mansion was named after).
Their house was also con-
structed by Dada Picus, uti-
lizing Veneranda's design
vision that was inspired by
a house she saw in Carta-
gena, Colombia.

Nowadays, this mansion
lies in ruins. However, the
Aruban government an-
nounced its official restora-
tion last year, with ongoing
steps to convert this monu-
ment info a governmental
office and public space for
visitors of Oranjestad.[]

Source and pictures credited
to: “De Kolibrie op de Rots (en
meer over the geschiedenis
van Aruba)” by Evert Bongers.



LOCAL

A1l

SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2025

Planning on snorkeling? Get to know our Picudal

(Oranjestad)—If you're ever
planning on snorkeling dur-
ing your vacation on Arubaq,
you may spot fish that you
can’'t recognize. One of
these may be the “Picuda”, a
very commonfish that swims
all year long in the waters
of Aruba. Here's some infor-
mation about the beloved
Picuda.

Let's talk about the names of
fish. Do you know your fishe
This is an informative article
that illustrate some fish and
their names in Papiamento,
which the Department of
Agriculture, Livestock and
Fisheries, known as “Santa
Rosa”, wants to share and
also obtain information from
the public.

Picuda, Sphyraena barra-
cuda, Greater Barracuda
Well known is the Picuda
on the island—Barracuda
in English. Its scientific name
is Sphyraena barracuda. It
is a widely caught fish. It is
found throughout the year
in our waters, where it is a
so-called "ambush predator”
that stays still or floats in the
water waiting for its prey to
approach so it can attack it
with lightning speed. It is well
known for fishermen, espe-
cially for its white flesh in fish
soup. In fishing culture, there
are many other names, such
as Pecho blanco, Blekito,
Banana, or Bleki. The names

vary according to size.

Description

The Picudais along fish, with
around body like a torpedo
and silver in color with shiny
black stripes. Below, that is,
the belly, is whiter, while the
top part is darker. Its snout is
very pointed, and the lower
jow is longer than the upper
one. Its peduncle, where the
body meets the tail, is thick,
while the tail also forms a
crescent butin this case one
more "full" than that of mullet
or conefish. This reflects the
hunting style of the Picuda.
It needs to be able to ac-
celerate quickly when the
prey gets close.

In Aruba:
Picuda can be found in our
waters around our island
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throughout the year. Picuda,

in our waters, is edible with-
out any problem. Picuda is
also a highly sought-after fish
by sports fishermen orrecre-
ational fishermen because it
pufs up a good fight once
hooked. It can be caught via
trolling from a boat, casting
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from shore with aline orrod,
or by jigging, casting the lure
(artificial bait) and moving it
with certain rod motions..

Picture courtesy of the De-
partment of Agriculture, Live-
stock and Fisheries.

Meet Aruba’s biggest hero

Boy Ecury

(Oranjestad)—This past May 4th,
Aruba as well as The Netherlands
commemorated those who sadly
perished during the Second World
War. As is known around the globe,
this chapter in world history is one of
the most tragic yet, and many sol-
diers and rebels have died on the
frontline during this time.

One of those rebels who have fought
against the Naziregime, was an Aru-
ban named Segundo Jorge Adelber-
to “Boy" Ecury. Bornin Aruba on April
23rd, 1922, Boy spent his childhood
on the island, before being sent to
The Netherlands by his father when
he was 15 years old to contfinue his
studies abroad. This was in 1937,
three years before WWII broke out.

During the war, he actively partici-
pated in the rebellion in The Nether-
lands against the Naziregime, but his
rebellious streak and constant drive

to fight for justice began even before
the war broke out. Being a person of
color with a Haitian heritage living in
The Netherlands made him vulner-
able to discrimination, and this in-
spired him to be an activist, o stand
up and fight against discrimination
and oppression.

After seeing the horrific bombings of
Rofterdam first-hand, he decided to
join the resistance. At the same time,
he was sfill studying and living with
family in Tilburg. It was there where
he met people who printed and dis-
fributed the rebellion newspaper. This
would be the first of three rebellion
group that he would join throughout
his 4-year service to the resistance.

Boy's primary task as member of the
group was to distract the German
soldiers while others ran info hiding
into alleyways. This he was able to
do because of his skin color and

confronting demeanor. Boy also
participated in the multiple sabotag-
ing operations against the German
military occupying The Netherlands.
These included bombings on Ger-
man military trucks and trains. The
group also helped people go info
hiding, as well as opened fire against
allies of the Naziregime. In these op-
erations, Boy really stood out for his
cold bloodedness.

In 1943, he received a nofice to be
placed for work in Germany. This he
refused, of course, and went into
hiding using multiple addresses in
multiple cities. Because he was a
wanted man, he of course could not
continue to be active as a rebel.
However, stubborn and naturally re-
bellious as he was, he always tried to
joinin on the operations regardless.

In 1944, after his friend Luis de Lan-
noy, a fellow rebel from Curacao,
was arrested and executed, he
moved fo Delft, where he joined his
third and last group in Rotterdam.
During this fime, he wrote a goodbye
letter for his family, possibly knowing
the risks of him being active again
in the big cities.

Eventually, he proved himself right.
On November 5th, 1944, Boy Ecury
was arrested by German soldiers.
He was placed in the “Oranjehotel”
prison in Scheveningen, The Hague,
where he was questioned. Despite
being given away by an acquain-
tance, he himself never gave away
the names of his comrades. Famous-
ly, he told his cell mate: “I will die
with a smile on my face.”

On November éth, 1944, Ecury was
executed. He was only 22 years old.

Ecury was buried with military honor.
In 1949, the Aruban Government
erected a monumental bust of him
in front of what is now the linear park
frail, and in 1984 he received the Re-
sistance Memorial Cross postmortem.

Boy's life motto was this: “In my fa-
ther's house, there is no place for a
fraitor.”

Source: “De Kolibrie op de Rots (en
meer over the geschiedenis van Aru-
ba)” by Evert Bongers.



A12| SERVIGE
SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2025

TEDAY.
_—
®

CROSSWORD LIE[F|T|SEMCIH|E[A[P
AlL|O[H[AMP|A[S|TIE
By THOMAS JOSEPH SNEEE BEEGE
ACROSS 48 Used a TGRS E|L|I
1 44th needle E[N EJMR[U|S[S[E|L[L
president GEN [DRINERE
6 Window DOWN AlS[S]T[S
makeup 1 Mine PIO[R|T|I [ABMW|E|T
11 Air traffic matter C|R|U|I[S|E|R A M A
aid 2 Prohibit HIAIT RI1|C|H|E[S
12 Arm 3 TV spots AlG|L|O|wiMS[H| I [R[T
bones 4 Indian S|IUIE/D|ERMT| I [N|G|E
13Followas  Ocean M[E|T[E[CMS]PIE[E[D
a result island
14 Glorify S Regions _ .
15 April 6 Caribbean 20 Give 34 Service
forecast island anew station
17 “The 7 Not strict lock to fixtures
Simpsons” 8 First 213outh  35Con
barttender _ Man China 36 Alan of
18 Coffee ° Etarltrgture g?aand MASH
fvrgjrﬁers 10 Location 24 January 37 g?g'erf[n
29 Aid in 16 "How was  forecast 40 Tennis
crime — know?” 25 “Toodle- d
23 Lyric 18 Fire- ool” 49 gee d
poets cracker 26 Doin oa
27 Gymnast sound 28 Carib- rescue
Comanac 19 Twoguys  bean 43 First
29 Yearly walk into island woman
record —.." (joke 31 Rep.’s 44 Was
10 Confine to ~ Start) rival ahead
home 1T 12 3 B |5 & 7 8 [@ |0
32*You've — = —
point”
33 Leave for |13 14
a bit
victim 18 19 [20 21
38 Grumpy
response 22 23 24 (25 |26
taci'aé:nm 27 28 29
clock 30 31 2
39 Sound
from a
smithy
41 Tourist -
stop 42 |43 |44
45 French
farewell
46 Bear out
47 Devilfish
6-26
AXYDLBAAXR
SLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all himts. Each day the code letters are different.

6-26 CRYPTOQUOTE

RB §ZG IFED, ZEX BYD SPLNX

GTDNNDX PC LPGDG. BYD GFEGYRED
SZG NRQD VPSXDLDX APNX
PADL BYD ALZGGM YRNNGRXD.

TZFEX YZLB NPHDNZKD

Cryptoquote: WHEN A FATHER
SPEAKS, MAY HIS CHILDREN HEAR THE LOVE IN
HIS VOICE ABOVE ALL ELSE. — UNKNOWN

Cruise ship Schedule: June 01 - 27 2025

| ARR | | DEPT | | BERTH |

| SUN | |01 | SILVER SHADOW | |o08.00| | 23.00 c 1
FREEWINDS - Dept. | | ***+ | | 22.30 E -

| WED | |04 | | RHAPSODYOFTHESEAS | |08.00| (2300| | ¢ | | 1 |

| TUE | | 10 | | CARNIVAL HORIZON | |o09.00 | |23.00 c 1
CARNIVALMARDIGRAS | | 13.00 | | 23.00 I 1

| tue | (17| | ADVENTURE OFTHESEAS | |07.00 | | 16.00 B 1
CARNIVAL VISTA | | 13.00 | | 23.00 c 1

| WED | | 18 | | CARNIVALCELEBRATION | | 08.00 | | 22.00 c 1
RHAPSODY OF THESEAS | | 08.00 | | 23.00 B 1
OASIS OF THE SEAS | |07.00 | |16.00 I 1

| TUE | |24 | | CARNIVAL HORIZON | |0s.00| (2300 | c | | 1|

| FRI | |27 | | SEVEN SEAS MARINER | [1000] (21200 | ¢ | | 1|

Helpful tips for your

(Oranjestad)—When traveling to another
country, especially for the first time, it is
always betfter to be over-prepared than
under-prepared. That is why we have a list
of basicbut important information that we
think may come in handy to Aruba’s visi-
fors.

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates on 110V to 127V
supply voltage and 60Hz. There are also
three types of outlets used on the island:
type A with two flat prongs; type B with
two flat and one grounding prong, and
on occasion, type F with two round prong
and two earth clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly found in homes
and establishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows through the sinks of
every house, hotels and other establish-
mentsis distilled and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water exceeds WHQO's in-
ternational standards for water quality, so
there is no need to buy bottled water from
the store.

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may vary depending
on where you are staying on the island.
Generally though, most supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or 10pm, Monday
through Saturday. On Sundays, supermar-
kets generally close earlier; mostly around
2pm.

Safety

Since February 2024, Aruba has been cat-
egorized as the safest country in the Carib-
bean by The Telegraph, and many tourist
that visit have often told us how they feel
safe to explore the island or walk around
at night. However, rare incidents do oc-
curs, so keep yourself and your belongings
safe.

stay on Aruba
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The summer solstice is here. What to know about the
longest day of the year

A man prepares to enter the water as the sun rises above the Miribel lake, outside Lyon, France,

June 18, 2022.

By The Associated Press
Peak sunshine has arrived
in the Northern Hemisphere
the summer solstice.

Friday is the longest day
of the year north of the
equator, where the solstice
marks the start of astro-
nomical summer. It's the
opposite in the Southern
Hemisphere, where it is the
shortest day of the year
and winter will start.

The word “solstice” comes
from the Latfin words “sol”
for sun and “stitium™ which
can mean ‘“pause” or
“stop.” The solstice is the
end of the sun’s annual
march higher in the sky,
when it makes its longest,
highest arc. The bad news
for sun lovers: It then starts
retreating and days will get
a little shorter every day
until late December.
People have marked sol-
stices for eons with cele-
brations and monuments,
including Stonehenge,
which was designed to
align with the sun's paths
at the solstices. But what
is happening in the heav-
ense Here's what to know
about the Earth’s orbit.
Solstices are when days
and nights are at their most
extreme

As the Earth travels around
the sun, it does so af an
angle relative to the sun.
For most of the year, the
Earth's axis is filted either

tfoward or away from the
sun. That means the sun's
warmth and light fall un-
equally on the northern
and southern halves of the
planet.

The solstices mark the fimes
during the year when this
filt is at its most extreme,
and days and nights are af
their most unequal.

During the Northern Hemi-
sphere’'s summer solstice,
the upper half of the earth
is tilted toward the sun, cre-
ating the longest day and
shortest night of the year.
This solstice falls between
June 20 and 22.
Meanwhile, at the winter

Associated Press

solstice, the Northern Hemi-
sphere is leaning away
from the sun leading to the
shortest day and longest
night of the year. The win-
ter solstice falls between
December 20 and 23.

The equinox is when there
is an equal amount of day
and night

During the equinox, the
Earth's axis and its orbit
line up so that both hemi-
spheres get an equal
amount of sunlight.

The word equinox comes
from two Lafin words
meaning equal and night.
That's because on the
equinox, day and night last

almost the same amount
of time though one may
get a few extra minutes,
depending on where you
are on the planet.

The Northern Hemisphere's
spring — or vernal — equi-
nox can land between
March 19 and 21, depend-
ing on the year. Its fall or
autumnal  equinox can
land between Sept. 21 and
24.

On the equator, the sun
will be directly overhead
at noon. Equinoxes are the
only time when both the
north and south poles are
lit by sunshine at the same
time.

What's the difference be-
tween meteorological and
astronomical seasons?
These are just two different
ways to carve up the year.
While astronomical sea-
sons depend on how the
Earth moves around the
sun, meteorological sea-
sons are defined by the
weather. ]

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Central: Tel.585 1965
San Nicolas:

Seroe Preto:Tel.584 4833

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850

Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
/Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

/A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

IAruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS




A14

SATURDAY 21 JUNE 2025

| TECHNOLOGY

Music streaming service Deezer adds Al song tags in fight against

fraud

By KELVIN CHAN

AP Business Writer

LONDON (AP) Music
streaming service Deezer
said Friday that it will start
flagging albums with  Al-
generated songs, part of
its fight against streaming
fraudsters.

Deezer, based in Paris, is
grappling with a surge in
music on its platform cre-
ated using artificial intelli-
gence tools it says are be-
ing wielded to earn royal-
ties fraudulently.

The app will display an on-
screen label warning about
“Al-generated content”
and notify listeners that
some tracks on an album
were created with song
generators.

Deezer is a small player in
music streaming, which is
dominated by Spotify, Am-
azon and Apple, but the
company said Al-gener-
ated music is an “industry-
wide issue.” It's committed
to “safeguarding the rights
of artists and songwriters at
a time where copyright law
is being put into question
in favor of training Al mod-
els,” CEO Alexis Lanternier
said in a press release.
Deezer's move underscores
the disruption caused by

This undated photo provided by Deezer shows the music sireaming service logo.

generative Al systems,
which are trained on the
contents of the internet in-
cluding text, images and
audio available online. Al
companies are facing a
slew of lawsuits challenging
their practice of scraping
the web for such fraining
data without paying for it.

According to an Al song
detection tool that Deezer
rolled out this year, 18% of

songs uploaded to its plat-
form each day, or about
20,000 fracks, are now
completely Al generated.
Just three months earlier,
that number was 10%, Lan-
ternier said in a recent in-
ferview.

Al has many benefits but it
also “creates a lot of ques-
tions” for the music indus-
tfry, Lanternier told The As-
sociated Press. Using Al to

Associated Press

make music is fine as long
as there's an artist behind
it but the problem arises
when anyone, or even a
bot, can use it to make mu-
sic, he said.

Music fraudsters ‘“create
tons of songs. They upload,
they try to get on playlists or
recommendations, and as
a result they gather royal-
ties,” he said.

Musicians  can't  upload

music directly to Deezer or
rival platforms like Spofify
or Apple Music. Music la-
bels or digital distribution
platforms can do it for art-
ists they have contracts
with, while anyone else
can use a ‘“self service”
distribution company.Fully
Al-generated music sfill ac-
counts for only about 0.5%
of total streams on Deezer.
But the company said it's
“evident” that fraud is “the
primary purpose” for these
songs because it suspects
that as many as seven in
10 listens of an Al song are
done by streaming “farms”
or bofts, instead of humans.
Any Al songs used for
“stream manipulation” will
be cut off from royalty pay-
ments, Deezer said.

Al has been a hot topic
in the music industry, with
debates swirling around ifs
creative possibilities as well
as concerns about its legal-
ity.

Two of the most popular
Al song generators, Suno
and Udio, are being sued
by record companies for
copyright infringement,
and face allegations they
exploited recorded works
of artists from Chuck Berry
to Mariah Carey.

Billions of login credentials have been leaked online, Cybernews
researchers say

NEW YORK (AP) — Re-
searchers at cybersecurity
outlet Cybernews say that
billions of login credentials

have been leaked and
compiled intfo datasets on-
line, giving criminals “un-
precedented access” to

This June 19, 2017 file photo shows a person working on a
laptop in North Andover, Mass.

Associated Press

accountfs consumers use
each day.

According to a report
published this week, Cy-
bernews researchers have
recently discovered 30 ex-
posed datasets that each
contain a vast amount of
login information amount-
ing to a total of 16 billion
compromised credentials.
That includes user pass-
words for a range of pop-

ular platforms including
Google, Facebook and
Apple.

Sixteen billion is roughly
double the amount of
people on Earth foday,
signaling that impacted
consumers may have had
credentials for more than
one account leaked. Cy-
bernews notes that there
are most certainly dupli-

cates in the data and so
“it's impossible to tell how
many people or accounts
were actually exposed.”
[t's also important fo note
that the leaked login in-
formatfion doesn't span
from a single source, such
as one breach tfarget-
ing a company. Instead,
it appears that the data
was stolen through mul-
fiple events over time, and
then compiled and briefly
exposed publicly, which is
when Cybernews reports
that its researchers discov-
ered it.

Various infostealers are
most likely the culprit, Cy-
bernews noted. Infosteal-
ers are a form of malicious
software that breaches a
victim’s device or systems
to take sensitive informao-

fion.

Many questions remain
about these leaked cre-
denfials, including whose
hands the login creden-
fials are in now. But, as
data breaches become
more and more common
in today’s world, experts
continue to sfress the im-
portance of maintaining
key ‘“cyber hygiene."If
you're worried about your
account data potentially
being exposed in a recent
breach, the first thing you
can do is change your
password and avoid using
the same or similar login
credentials on mulfiple
sites. If you find it foo hard
to memorize all your differ-
ent passwords, consider
a password manager or
passkey.
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For Pacers and Thunder, there’s no looking back now. All eyes are
only on Game 7 in the NBA Finals

By TIM REYNOLDS

AP Basketball Writer
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Game 6 of the NBA Finals
had been over for only
about 10 or 15 minutes,
and the Indiana Pacers
and Oklahoma City Thun-
der were turning the page.
What happened over the
previous couple of hours in
Indianapolis had already
been deemed irrelevant.
The only thing on their
minds: Game 7.

“A  privlege,” Thunder
coach Mark Daigneault
said.

“A great privilege,” Pacers
coach Rick Carlisle said.

A back-and-forth  title
matchup Indiana led 1-0
and 2-1, Oklahoma City
led 3-2 will end on Sun-
day night with an ultimate
game, the first winner-take-
all contest in the NBA Finals
since 2016. It'll be Pacers at
Thunder, one team getting
the Larry O'Brien Trophy
when it is over, the other
left to head into the offsea-
son wondering how they let
the chance slip away.

"We have one game for
everything, for everything
we've worked for, and so
do they,” Thunder guard
and reigning NBA MVP Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander  said.
“The better team Sunday
will win.” History favors the

p—

Indiana Pacers forward Obi Toppin (1) celebrates with forward James Johnson (16) during the
second half of Game 6 of the NBA Finals basketball series against the Oklahoma City Thunder,
Thursday, June 19, 2025, in Indianapolis.

home team in these mo-
ments: 15 of the previous 19
Game 7s in the NBA Finals
were won by the club play-
ing on its own court.

The Thunder played a
Game 7 at home earlier in
these playoffs and won by
32, blowing out Denver to
reach the Western Confer-
ence finals. Indiana’s most
recent Game 7 was at
Madison Square Garden in
last season’s Eastern Con-
ference semifinals; the Pac-

ers blew out New York by
21 in that game.

All-fime, home teams are
112-38 in Game 7s (exclud-
ing the 2-2 record "home”
teams had in the bubble in
the 2020 playoffs, when ev-
erything was played in Lake
Buena Vista, Florida). But in
recent years, home sweet
home has been replaced
by road sweet road; visiting
feams have won nine of
the last 14 Game 7s played
since 2021.

Associated Press

“It's exciting, man. If's
so, so, exciting,” Pac-
ers guard Tyrese Halibur-
ton said. "As a basketball
fan, there's nothing like a
Game 7. There's nothing
like a Game 7 in the NBA
Finals. Dreamed of being
in this sifuafion my whole
life. So, to be here is really
exciting. Really exciting
for our group. What hap-
pened in the past doesn't
matter. What happened
today doesn't matter. It's

all about one game and
approaching that the right
way."”

The fact that Haliburton is
playing at all right now is
a story in itself. He looked
good as new in Game 6
even with a strained right
calf, something that he's
needed around-the-clock
freatment on this week.
The Pacers haven't had to
coax him into it; Halibur-
tfon's own family is offering
up constant reminders that
he needs to be working on
his leg.

“My family has been on
me,” Haliburton said. “If
they call me, they are like,
‘Are you doing freatment
right nowe’ ... My family has
been holding me account-
able.”

There's a lot of account-
ability going on among the
Thunder right now as well. A
different kind, of course.
They were massive favorites
going info Game 6 +3000
odds to win the series, ac-
cording to BetMGM Sports-
book. That means a $100
bet on the Thunder would
have returned a whopping
$103 or so if they had won
the game and clinched the
fitle. A 36-9 run by Indiana
furned a one-point lead
early in the second quarter
into a full-fledged blowout
early in the third. [

Cubs legend Sammy Sosa returns to
Wrigley Field after 20-plus year hiatus

By MATT CARLSON
Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) — Legend-
ary Cubs slugger Sammy
Sosa returned to Wrigley
Field for the first time in
more than 20 years on Fri-
day before Chicago's af-
ternoon game with the Se-
aftle Mariners.

Sosa, who is set to be in-
ducted into the Cubs’
team Hall of Fame this year,
arrived at the iconic North
Side ballpark in a black
SUV. He was greeted by
owner Tom Ricketts, who
embraced him in a hug as
he exited the vehicle.

Sosa became the face of
the Cubs franchise where
he played 13 seasons af-

ter coming in a trade from
the crosstown White Sox in
March 1992. A seven-time
All-Star, Sosa hit 545 hom-
ersin 1,811 games with the
Cubs and hit a franchise-
record 66 in 1998 when he
was named the NL's MVP.

Sosa, now 56, played his
final game with the Cubs
at Wrigley on Oct. 2, 2004,
when he homered and
had two hits in an 8-6 loss
to Atlanta. During his years
with the Cubs, Sosa ap-
peared to bulk up drasti-
cally and was a headliner
in a generation of base-
ball's biggest names linked
to performance-enhanc-
ing drugs. The Cubs traded
him to Baltimore with cash

in February 2005 for three
players. Sosa appeared to
acknowledge using perfor-
mance-enhancing  drugs
in December when he re-
leased a statement saying
he was sorry for mistakes,
without specifying them.
“There were times | did
whatever | could to recov-
er from injuries in an effort
to keep my strength up to
perform over 162 games,”
he said in the statement. *|
never broke any laws. But
in hindsight, | made mis-
takes and | apologize.”

On Friday morning, Sosa
posed for photos with rising
Cubs star Pete Crow-Arm-
sfrong outside the team’s
clubhouse and a video

Chicago Cubs’ Sammy Sosa (21) and San Diego Padres catcher
Phil Nevin watch Sosa’s game-winning three-run homer with
one out in the ninth on June 2, 1999 in Chicago.
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showed Sosa embracing
manager Craig Counsell in
his office before the game.
“(Sosa) saw the wind blow-
ing out today and planned

this trip around a good day
to be here,” Counsell joked.
“He asked to be in the
lineup because the wind's
blowing out.”]
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THE CASINO AT
STREGIS

Play Exquisite at

The Casino

Enroll now to become a distinguished member of the Casino

and participate in the $400,000 Cash Giveawa

2028.

Receive one (1) raffle ticket for every 80 points/$40 Theoretical Win
or receive one (1) complimentary ticket with your dining check
of $150 at Akira Back, Eskama, Nuba or The St. Regis Bar.

For more information, please visit The Casino VIP Desk.

Must be over the age of 18 years.

The Casino at St. Regis, Aruba encourages responsible gaming.

Dodgers, Padres take NL West rivalry to boiling point

By DOUG PADILLA
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — It took
seven games over 11 days
for the simmer to reach full
boil.

The Los Angeles Dodgers
and the San Diego Padres
flashed playoff intensity in
their long-awaited first two
series of the season and
went face-to-face, quite
literally, after 10 batters
were hit during a strefch
the Dodgers owned on the
scoreboard.

In winning five of the seven
games, the Dodgers also
hit Fernando Tafis Jr. with
pifches three fimes. The
last of those came in the
eighth inning of Thursday's
5-3 Padres victory when
the benches finally cleared
after Tatis was hit near the
right hand.

While the staredown be-
hind home plate was more
peacock feathers than
fisticuffs, Dodgers manager
Dave Roberts and Padres
manager Mike Shildt were
ejected following a fense

.-=" ’T‘-

San Diego Padres’ Fernando Tatis Jr. takes a close pitch during the seventh inning of a baseball
game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Thursday, June 19, 2025, in Los Angeles.
Associated Press

back-and-forth exchange.
Afterward, the Padres’
Manny  Machado  said
his true feelings won't be
known until Tatis gets results
from X-rays and a CT scan.
“They gotta pray for (re-

sults) to come back nega-
five fomorrow,” Machado
said. “They should. Us, too,
but they should for sure.”

After Tafis was hit, the
Dodgers’ Shohei Ohtani
took a pitch to the back of

his right (pitching) shoulder
from Robert Suarez. With
Dodgers players starting to
move over the dugout rail-
ing, Ohtani waved back his
teammates and took first
base.

“Well, | think he knew it was
intenfional,” Roberts said.
“He wasn't hurt by it, and
he didn't want any more
drama, which I respect that
alot.”

Ohtani was hit twice in
the series, each a half in-
ning after Tatis was hit. The
Dodgers’ Andy Pages also
was hit twice in the series.
Roberts said he hoped Ta-
tis does not miss extended
fime.

“I didn't feel good about
Tatis great player, good
guy gefting hit,” Roberts
said. "l didn't feel good
about if. And so as (Shildf)
comes out, and he's yell-
ing at me and staring me
down, that bothers me.
Because, to be quite frank,
that's the last thing | want-
ed.” Shildt said he has re-
spect for the Dodgers but
seeing Tatis get hit three
fimes by their pitchers in less
than two weeks doesn't sit
right. He has also been hit
by the Dodgers six times in
his career, the most by any
club.Qd



