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By JACQUES BILLEAUD 
Associated Press
PHOENIX (AP) — Arizona 
prosecutors pressing the 
case against Republicans 
who are accused of try-
ing to overturn the 2020 
election results in President 
Donald Trump’s favor were 
dealt a setback when a 
judge ordered the case be 
sent back to a grand jury.
Arizona’s fake elector case 
remains alive after Friday’s 
ruling by Maricopa County 
Superior Court Judge Sam 
Myers, but it’s being sent 
back to the grand jurors to 
determine whether there’s 
probable cause that the 
defendants committed the 
crimes.
The decision, first reported 
by the Washington Post, 
centered on the Electoral 
Count Act, a law that gov-
erns the certification of a 
presidential contest and 
was part of the defen-
dants’ claims they were 
acting lawfully.
While the law was dis-
cussed when the case was 
presented to the grand 
jury and the panel asked 
a witness about the law’s 
requirements, prosecutors 
didn’t show the statute’s 
language to the grand 
jury, Myers wrote. The judge 

said a prosecutor has a 
duty to tell grand jurors all 
the applicable law and 
concluded the defendants 
were denied “a substantial 
procedural right as guaran-
teed by Arizona law.”
Richie Taylor, a spokes-
person for Arizona Attor-
ney General Kris Mayes, a 
Democrat whose office is 
pressing the case in court, 
said in a statement that 
prosecutors will appeal the 

decision. “We vehemently 
disagree with the court,” 
Taylor said.
Mel McDonald, a former 
county judge in metro 
Phoenix and former U.S. 
Attorney for Arizona, said 
courts send cases back 
to grand juries when pros-
ecutors present misleading 
or incomplete evidence 
or didn’t properly instruct 
panel members on the law.
“They get granted at times. 

It’s not often,” said McDon-
ald, who isn’t involved in 
the case.
In all, 18 Republicans were 
charged with forgery, fraud 
and conspiracy. The de-
fendants consist of 11 Re-
publicans who submitted 
a document falsely claim-
ing Trump won Arizona, two 
former Trump aides and five 
lawyers connected to the 
former president, including 
Rudy Giuliani.

Two defendants have al-
ready resolved their cas-
es, while the others have 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges. Trump wasn’t 
charged in Arizona, but the 
indictment refers to him as 
an unindicted coconspira-
tor.
Most of the defendants in 
the case also are trying to 
get a court to dismiss their 
charges under an Arizona 
law that bars using baseless 
legal actions in a bid to si-
lence critics.
They argued Mayes tried to 
use the charges to silence 
them for their constitution-
ally protected speech 
about the 2020 election 
and actions taken in re-
sponse to the race’s out-
come. Prosecutors said the 
defendants didn’t have 
evidence to back up their 
retaliation claim and that 
they crossed the line from 
protected speech to fraud.
Eleven people who had 
been nominated to be 
Arizona’s Republican elec-
tors met in Phoenix on Dec. 
14, 2020, to sign a cer-
tificate saying they were 
“duly elected and quali-
fied” electors and claimed 
Trump had carried the 
state in the 2020 election.q

Attorney John Eastman, the architect of a legal strategy aimed at keeping former President 
Donald Trump in power, talks to reporters after a hearing in Los Angeles, June 20, 2023. 

Associated Press

Arizona prosecutors ordered to send fake elector case back to 
grand jury

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump, along-
side his wife, Melania, on 

Monday signed the Take 
It Down Act, a measure 
the first lady helped usher 
through Congress to set 
stricter penalties for the dis-

tribution of non-consensual 
intimate imagery online, or 
“revenge porn.”
In March, Melania Trump 
used her first public ap-
pearance since resuming 
the role of first lady to trav-
el to Capitol Hill to lobby 
House members to pass the 
bill following its approval by 
the Senate.
White House press secretary 
Karoline Leavitt told report-
ers earlier Monday that the 
first lady was “instrumental 
in getting this important 
legislation passed.”
The bill makes it a federal 
crime to “knowingly pub-
lish” or threaten to publish 
intimate images without a 
person’s consent, includ-
ing AI-created “deep-
fakes.” Websites and social 
media companies will be 

required to remove such 
material within 48 hours af-
ter a victim requests it. The 
platforms must also take 
steps to delete duplicate 
content. Many states have 
already banned the dis-
semination of sexually ex-
plicit deepfakes or revenge 
porn, but the Take It Down 
Act is a rare example of 
federal regulators imposing 
on internet companies.
The bill, sponsored by Sens. 
Ted Cruz, R-Texas, and 
Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., 
received overwhelming 
bipartisan support in Con-
gress, passing the House in 
April by a 409-2 vote and 
clearing the Senate by 
unanimous consent.
But the measure isn’t with-
out critics. Free speech ad-
vocates and digital rights 

groups say the bill is too 
broad and could lead to 
censorship of legitimate 
images, including legal 
pornography and LGBTQ 
content. Others say it could 
allow the government to 
monitor private commu-
nications and undermine 
due process.
The first lady appeared at 
a Capitol Hill roundtable 
with lawmakers and young 
women who had explicit 
images of them put online, 
saying it was “heartbreak-
ing” to see what teenag-
ers and especially girls go 
through after this happens 
to them. She also included 
a victim among her guests 
for the president’s address 
to a joint session of Con-
gress the day after that 
meeting.q

President Donald Trump, with first lady Melania Trump and 
others, after signing the “Take It Down Act” during a ceremony 
in the Rose Garden at the White House, Monday, May 19, 2025. 

Associated Press

Trump, alongside the first lady, signs a bill to make posting 
‘revenge porn’ a federal crime
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By CHRIS MEGERIAN 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — In 
Joe Biden’s family, there’s a 
saying that the three worst 
words anyone can hear 
are “you have cancer.”
One decade ago, his son 
Beau died from a brain tu-
mor. Several years later, his 
wife Jill had two cancerous 
lesions removed in her own 
brush with the disease.
Now it is the former presi-
dent’s turn. Biden’s of-
fice disclosed his prostate 
cancer diagnosis over the 
weekend, saying it has al-
ready spread to his bones.
Although the cancer can 
possibly be controlled with 
treatment, it is no longer 
curable. The announce-
ment is a bitter revelation 
that a disease that has 
brought so much tragedy 
to Biden’s life could be 
what ends it.
“Cancer touches us all,” 
Biden wrote on social me-
dia. “Like so many of you, 
Jill and I have learned that 
we are strongest in the bro-
ken places.”
Even before the diagnosis, 
Biden’s post-presidency 
was shadowed by ques-
tions about his health and 
whether he should have 
run for reelection. As ques-
tions about his fitness for 
office mounted, he aban-
doned the campaign and 

Donald Trump retook the 
presidency by defeat-
ing Kamala Harris. As the 
82-year-old Biden works to 
safeguard his damaged 
political legacy, he’ll also 
be fighting a disease that 
shaped the final chapters 
of his decades-long career.
Biden was serving as 
Barack Obama’s vice 
president when Beau died 
in 2015. He decided not to 
seek the Democratic nomi-
nation the following year, 
which helped clear a path 

for Hillary Clinton, who lost 
to Trump in 2016.
Valerie Jarrett, a longtime 
Obama adviser, said Biden 
wanted to “channel his 
grief into action and fig-
ure out how we can do 
better” on treating cancer 
to “make sure that other 
people didn’t have to go 
through what he went 
through.”
The effort was formalized as 
a White House task force, 
with Biden in charge. After 
a few years out of office, 

Biden re-entered politics to 
campaign against Trump in 
2020. The heartache from 
Beau’s death was never far 
from the surface though. 
His eldest son had been 
Delaware’s attorney gen-
eral and often viewed as 
Biden’s political successor.
“Beau should be the one 
running for president, not 
me,” Biden said, a thought 
he echoed on many occa-
sions.
He made fighting cancer a 
focus for his presidency, res-

urrecting a “moonshot” ini-
tiative to increase funding 
for research and improve 
treatment. He unveiled the 
initiative at the John F. Ken-
nedy Presidential Library 
and Museum in 2022, echo-
ing the Democratic icon’s 
famous speech declar-
ing that “we will go to the 
moon” six decades earlier.
“Beating cancer is some-
thing we can do together,” 
Biden said.
By this point, he had al-
ready signed legislation 
known as the PACT Act to 
expand healthcare ben-
efits for veterans. The law 
guarantees treatment for 
chronic illnesses blamed 
on burn pits, which were 
used to dispose of chemi-
cals, tires, plastics, medi-
cal equipment and human 
waste on military bases.
Biden left no doubt that he 
believed Beau’s death re-
sulted from his service with 
the National Guard in Iraq.
“When they came home, 
many of the fittest and best 
warriors that we sent to war 
were not the same  head-
aches, numbness, dizziness, 
cancer,” he said. “My son 
Beau was one of them.”
Denis McDonough, who 
led the Veterans Affairs De-
partment under Biden, said 
the president didn’t talk 
about Beau’s death during 
policy discussions. q

President Joe Biden speaks from the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Sept. 30, 2024. 
Associated Press

After a political career shaped by cancer, Biden faces his own 
grim diagnosis

By ERIC TUCKER and MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump admin-
istration has agreed to pay just under $5 
million to settle a wrongful death lawsuit 
that Ashli Babbitt’s family filed over her 
shooting by an officer during the U.S. 
Capitol riot, according to a person with 
knowledge of the settlement. The per-
son insisted on anonymity to discuss with 
The Associated Press terms of a deal that 
have not been made public.
The settlement will resolve the $30 million 
federal lawsuit that Babbitt’s estate filed 
last year in Washington, D.C. On Jan. 6, 
2021, a Capitol police officer shot Babbitt 
as she tried to climb through the broken 
window of a barricaded door leading to 
the Speaker’s Lobby.
The officer who shot her was cleared of 

wrongdoing by the U.S. Attorney’s office 
for the District of Columbia, which con-
cluded that he acted in self-defense and 
in the defense of members of Congress. 
The Capitol Police also cleared the offi-
cer.
Settlement terms haven’t been disclosed 
in public court filings. On May 2, lawyers 
for Babbitt’s estate and the Justice De-
partment told a federal judge that they 
had reached a settlement in principle but 
were still working out the details before a 
final agreement could be signed.
Justice Department spokespeople and 
two attorneys for the Babbitt family didn’t 
immediately respond to messages seek-
ing comment.
Babbitt, a 35-year-old Air Force veteran 
from San Diego, was unarmed when she 
was shot by the officer. q

Micki Witthoeft, center, mother of Ashli Babbitt, the woman 
fatally shot by police inside the U.S. Capitol during the Jan. 6, 
2021, riot, joins protesters outside of the Supreme Court on the 
second anniversary of the Jan. 6, assault on the U.S. Capitol, in 
Washington, Jan. 6, 2023. 

Associated Press

Trump administration to pay nearly $5M to settle suit over Ashli 
Babbitt’s fatal shooting in Capitol
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By MINGSON LAU 
Associated Press
CAMDEN, Delaware (AP) — 
A Delaware animal shelter 
is trying to care for and re-
home thousands of chicks 
that survived being left in 
a postal service truck for 
three days. Trapped in a 
warm enclosure, without 
food and water, thousands 
died before they were dis-

covered.
Involved parties are still 
awaiting answers as to how 
12,000 chicks were aban-
doned within the truck at a 
Delaware mail distribution 
center. 
The United States Postal 
Service said in an email 
that it was aware of a pro-
cess breakdown and was 
actively investigating what 

occurred.
Pennsylvania-based Free-
dom Ranger Hatchery 
raised the chicks for their 
weekly distribution to cli-
ents across the country, 
said a spokesperson for the 
company. Due to biosecu-
rity concerns, the hatch-
ery cannot take the chicks 
back.
The spokesperson said it 
would have been best 
if USPS, after discover-
ing the chicks, had com-
pleted delivery as the re-
cipients would have been 
adequately equipped to 
handle the birds  even mal-
nourished ones.
For more than two weeks, 
the surviving chicks have 
been nursed and cared for 
at First State Animal Center 
and SPCA, said John Para-
na, executive director.
Last Tuesday, the shelter 
began offering the birds for 
adoption, but only a few 
hundred out of thousands 
have been picked up. 

There is no complete count 
of the chicks, as the shelter 
has no feasible way to do 
so, but Parana estimates 
there to be more than two 
thousand available.
Some have inquired about 
buying the birds for meat, 
but, as a no-kill shelter and 
SPCA, those were refused.
The strain has turned the 
animal care center into a 
24/7 operation and neces-
sitated a staffing increase, 
Parana said. Money re-
mains the biggest concern 
for the donation-reliant 
nonprofit. Some employees 
have begun spending their 
money to support the op-
erations, he added.
Among the birds were 
young turkeys, geese and 
quail, but the vast major-
ity were Freedom Ranger 
chicks. One concern for 
the shelter, Parana ex-
plained, was the increas-
ing demand for space and 
feed over time, as Freedom 
Rangers take about ten 

weeks to reach maturity.
The Delaware Department 
of Agriculture, after a call 
from USPS, directed the an-
imals to the shelter, which 
shares a memorandum of 
understanding with the ani-
mal center as a state ven-
dor. The department said 
it is responsible for assisting 
the shelter with funds  for 
chickens, the rate was $5 
each per day.
The department’s chief of 
planning, Jimmy Kroon, 
said negotiations were on-
going, but Parana claims 
that the department com-
municated that they had 
no funds to allocate for the 
chicks. 
Both acknowledged the 
original rate would be un-
reasonable in the current 
circumstances.
“They said that they’re 
gonna try to go after the 
post office to get recoup-
ment,” Parana said. 
“That doesn’t help us in the 
meantime.”q

Hundreds of chicks mill around a stall at First State Animal Center 
and SPCA on Friday, May 16, 2025, in Camden, Del.

Associated Press

Shipment of thousands of chicks found abandoned in USPS truck 
now overwhelming an animal shelter

By COLLEEN SLEVIN 
Associated Press
DENVER (AP) — In the run-up 
to the 2023 mayoral elec-
tion in Colorado Springs, 
a racial slur was scrawled 
across a Black candidate’s 
sign and a cross set on fire 
in front of it.
It was a stunt to generate 
sympathy and support for 
the Black candidate, Yemi 
Mobolade, prosecutors 
have said, and two people 
accused of staging it are 
on trial this week, charged 
with making a threat 
against him.
Jury selection began Mon-
day and Mobolade, the 
city’s first Black mayor, is 
scheduled to testify as a 
victim, according to court 
documents.
But one of the defendants 
claims Mobolade himself 
was a participant in the 
plan to help him win.
 And the defendant’s attor-
neys say their alleged ac-
tions were political theater 
free speech that is consti-
tutionally protected and 
wasn’t meant to cause 

harm.
“This was a hoax in every 
sense of the word,” defen-
dant Ashley Blackcloud 
told The Associated Press. 
She said Mobolade knew in 

advance about their plans 
to burn the cross, but would 
not comment further, citing 
a court order that bars dis-
cussing information gath-
ered in the case before 

the trial. Blackcloud, who is 
indigenous and Black, said 
the stunt was not intended 
to hurt anyone.
Mobolade has previously 
denied any involvement 

emphatically. A city spokes-
person, Vanessa Zink, said 
the mayor did not want to 
make any additional com-
ment.
The second defendant  
Blackcloud’s husband, Der-
rick Bernard, who jail re-
cords identify as Black  is 
serving a life sentence after 
being convicted last year 
of ordering the killing of a 
rapper in Colorado Springs. 
The man charged with car-
rying out the killing was re-
cently acquitted, and Ber-
nard is appealing his con-
viction.
Messages left for Black-
cloud’s lawyer and Ber-
nard’s lawyer were not re-
turned.
However, in motions to dis-
miss the case, they pointed 
out that the cross was set 
on fire in the middle of the 
night, which no one other 
than the defendants ap-
parently saw.
They are, however, ac-
cused of spreading word 
about it in emails to the me-
dia and others that include 
images of the scene.q

Colorado Springs, Colo., Mayor Yemi Mobolade considers a question during a news conference 
after a hearing for the suspect in a mass shooting at a gay nightclub Monday, June 26, 2023, in 
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Associated Press

Couple on trial over staged cross burning in front of campaign sign 
for Black candidate
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By The Associated Press
The Russian authorities on 
Monday outlawed Amnes-
ty International as an “un-
desirable organization,” a 
label that under a 2015 law 
makes involvement with 
such organizations a crimi-
nal offense.
The decision by the Russian 
Prosecutor General’s of-
fice, announced in an on-
line statement, is the latest 
in the unrelenting crack-
down on Kremlin critics, 
journalists and activists that 
intensified to unprecedent-
ed levels after Moscow in-
vaded Ukraine in February 
2022.
The designation means the 
international human rights 
group must stop any work in 
Russia, and it subjects those 
who cooperate with it or 
support it to prosecution, 
including if anyone shares 
Amnesty International’s re-
ports on social media.
Agnès Callamard, Amnes-
ty International’s secretary 
general, said the move was 
part of the Russian govern-
ment’s efforts to silence 
dissent and isolate civil so-

ciety. “The authorities are 
deeply mistaken if they be-
lieve that by labeling our 
organization ‘undesirable,’ 
we will stop our work docu-
menting and exposing hu-
man rights violations  quite 
the opposite,” she said in 

a statement. “We will not 
give in to the threats and 
will continue undeterred to 
work to ensure that people 
in Russia are able to enjoy 
their human rights without 
discrimination.”
Callamard said Amnesty 

International “will continue 
to work relentlessly to en-
sure that all those who are 
responsible for committing 
grave human rights viola-
tions, whether in Russia, 
Ukraine, or elsewhere, face 
justice.” 

Russia’s list of “undesir-
able organizations” cur-
rently covers 223 entities, 
including prominent in-
dependent news outlets 
and rights groups. Among 
those are prominent news 
organizations like Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
or Russian independent 
outlet Meduza, think tanks 
like Chatham House, anti-
corruption group Transpar-
ency International, and 
Open Russia, an opposition 
group founded by Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky, an exiled ty-
coon who became an op-
position figure.
After Open Russia was de-
clared undesirable in 2021 
and disbanded to protect 
its members, its leader, 
Andrei Pivovarov, was ar-
rested and convicted on 
charges of carrying out 
activities of an undesir-
able organization. He was 
sentenced to four years in 
prison and released in 2024 
in the largest prisoner ex-
change with the West since 
Soviet times.
Amnesty International was 
launched in 1961. q

Grigory Melkonyants, right, co-chair of Russia’s leading independent election monitoring group 
Golos who faces up to 5 years in prison, looks at the media standing in a cage in a courtroom 
prior to a hearing as Lawyer Mikhail Biryukov, stands near in Basmanny district court in Moscow, 
Russia, Wednesday, May 14, 2025. 

Associated Press

Russia outlaws Amnesty International in latest crackdown on 
dissent and activists

By STEVEN GRATTAN 
Associated Press
Indigenous leaders from across Latin 
America will meet this week for talks on 
how to enforce legal rulings designed to 
enforce their rights to justice and territorial 
protection.
The Inter-American Court of Human Rights, 
a regional tribunal that holds governments 
accountable for upholding human rights, 
has made decisions backing Indigenous 
peoples’ rights  including to their ances-
tral lands, which they consider essential 
to preserve their culture and way of life  
which are not being implemented by Latin 
America governments.
There is growing concern that without 
stronger legal protections, government 

enforcement and adequate resources, 
the Costa Rica-based court’s rulings will 
remain largely symbolic.
Leaders from across the region will gather 
for a summit from May 21-25 in Quito, Ec-
uador, to discuss the obstacles to enforc-
ing Inter-American Court rulings.
The main aim will be to issue a collective 
statement calling on governments and 
institutions to ensure justice and territorial 
protection. “This is very important for us be-
cause there are constitutional guarantees 
that favor Indigenous peoples. Even so, 
there has not been full compliance with 
the rulings,” Tulio Renato Viteri Gualinga, 
head of international relations for the Sa-
rayaku Indigenous community, told The 
Associated Press.q

Waorani Indigenous people march to the Constitutional Court 
to protest for their right to consultation before the bidding for the 
exploration and exploitation of oil and gas on their territory in 
Quito, Ecuador, May 13, 2025. 

Associated Press 

Ecuador to host Indigenous summit seeking enforcement of 
court’s human rights rulings
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By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — The govern-
ment of French President 
Emmanuel Macron cov-
ered up decisions over the 
illegal treatment of mineral 
water by food industry giant 
Nestle, including the world-
famous Perrier brand, a 
Senate inquiry commission 
said Monday.
Its report focused on Nes-
tle’s years of use of treat-
ments to avoid bacterial or 
chemical contamination of 
water labeled as “natural 
mineral water” or “spring 
water” for brands also in-
cluding Contrex, Vittel and 
Hépar. 
Such treatments are pro-
hibited under French and 
European regulations.
The report concluded that 
France’s government had 
concealed “illegal prac-
tices.”
“In addition to Nestle Wa-
ters’ lack of transparency, 
the French government’s 
lack of transparency must 
also be highlighted,” it said.
French media reported the 
banned treatments last 
year.
Nestle paid a fine to avoid 
legal action
The report noted a “delib-

erate strategy” of conceal-
ment since the first govern-
ment meeting on the issue 
in October 2021. Months 
later, authorities agreed to 
a Nestle plan to replace 
the banned treatments 
with microfiltering.
Nestle did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. France’s gov-
ernment did not immedi-

ately comment.
Last year, the Swiss compa-
ny publicly acknowledged 
having used treatments on 
mineral waters and agreed 
to pay a 2 million euro fine 
($2.2 million) to avoid legal 
action. 
The inquiry commission in-
terviewed more than 120 
people including Nestle’s 
CEO and top managers. 

One refused to speak to it: 
Alexis Kohler, then-secre-
tary general of the Elysee 
presidential palace, who 
the report said has spoken 
several times with Nestle 
executives by phone or in 
person.
The commission concluded 
“that the presidency of the 
republic had known, at 
least since 2022, that Nes-

tle had been cheating for 
years.”
Asked about scandal in 
February, Macron said he 
was “not aware of these 
things ... There is no collu-
sion with anyone.”
Fraud estimated to be 
worth over $3 billion
Alexandre Ouizille, the 
commission’s rapporteur, 
said the total amount of the 
fraud has been estimated 
at over 3 billion euros ($3.38 
billion) by France’s agency 
in charge of fraud control.
Natural mineral water is 
sold about 100 to 400 times 
the price of tap water, he 
said, denouncing “mislead-
ing of consumers.”
Ouizille described a Nestle 
plant in southern France 
the commission visited 
where there were “sliding 
cabinets behind which il-
legal treatments were car-
ried out.”
The report said Nestle ar-
gued there was a risk of job 
losses if the government did 
not authorize some kind of 
treatment or microfiltration, 
because its plants would 
have to close due to spring 
water being contaminated 
by bacteria like E. coli that 
can cause serious illness 
and death.q

By REGINA GARCIA CANO 
Associated Press
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Venezuela on Mon-
day banned the arrival of 
flights from neighboring 

Colombia after authorities 
detained more than 30 
people who were alleg-
edly plotting activities to 
destabilize the country.
Interior Minister Diosdado 

Cabello said the ban was 
“immediate” and would 
last beyond Sunday, when 
voters across the coun-
try are expected to elect 
governors and National 
Assembly members.
Cabello said the anti-gov-
ernment plans involved 
placing explosives at em-
bassies and other facili-
ties in Venezuela. He said 
authorities had detained 
21 Venezuelans and 17 
foreigners, some of whom 
hold Colombian, Mexican 
and Ukrainian citizenship.
Cabello, without offering 
any evidence, said the 
group included experts in 
explosive devices, human 
smugglers and mercenar-
ies, and was working with 
members of Venezuela’s 
political opposition.

“The scenario they want to 
present is that there are no 
conditions in Venezuela 
for holding an election,” 
Cabello said, referring to 
the opposition.
The offices of Colombia’s 
foreign minister and Presi-
dent Gustavo Petro did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment 
from The Associated Press. 
Petro, Colombia’s first left-
ist president, resumed his 
country’s diplomatic rela-
tions with Venezuela after 
taking office in 2022 and 
becoming an ally of Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolás 
Maduro.
Maduro, during a televised 
meeting with leaders of 
the military and state se-
curity forces, alleged that 
members of an Albanian 

crime organization in-
volved in drug trafficking in 
Ecuador were also linked 
to the alleged plot and 
added that an investiga-
tion into the group’s plans 
is ongoing.
The arrests come nearly 
two weeks after mem-
bers of the opposition left 
the country after hav-
ing lived at a diplomatic 
compound in Venezuela’s 
capital, Caracas, for more 
than a year to avoid ar-
rest. U.S. Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio and the fac-
tion of the opposition led 
by María Corina Machado 
described the departure 
as an international rescue 
operation, but Cabello 
said they left Venezuela 
through a negotiation with 
Maduro’s government.q

Bottles of Perrier are pictured in a supermarket, as a French Senate inquiry commission said the 
government of President Emmanuel Macron covered up decisions over the illegal treatment of 
mineral water by food industry giant Nestle, Monday, May 19, 2025 in Paris. 

Associated Press

An inquiry says France’s government covered up Nestle’s illegal 
treatment of bottled water

Venezuelan Interior Minister Diosdado Cabello speaks to the 
press during the arrival of Venezuelan migrants returning from 
Mexico, at the Simon Bolivar International Airport in Maiquetia, 
March 20, 2025. 

Associated Press

Venezuela bans arrival of flights from Colombia following arrests 
in an alleged anti-government plot
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Visit the island’s popular cave sites!
(Oranjestad)—Among the 
endless sea of dark brown 
sand and cacti, there are 
two caves hidden in the 
outskirts of San Nicolas, in 
the north-eastern area of 
the island. These caves, 
The Quadiriki cave and The 
Fontein Cave are open to 
visitors of the Arikok Na-
tional Park, so if you ever 
decide to take an “off-
road” tour in the park, be 
sure to visit these prehis-
toric caves…and be sure to 
bring a flashlight!

Quadirikiri Cave 
Known for its two cham-
bers accompanied by a 
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave 
is the most popular cave 
among locals and tourists, 
as it is easy to walk through 
and provides great lighting 
for pictures. 

As with all prehistoric or an-
cient sites, there is always 
a folk legend that adds to 
the lore and mystery of the 
site. The Quadirikiri cave 
is no different. The most 
well-known legend behind 
the cave could be consid-
ered as Aruba’s first love 
story, as it tells the tale of 
the undying love between 
the chief’s daughter and 
her beloved. As legend 

would have it, the chief 
disapproved of his daugh-
ter’s choice of lover, as 
he thought him unworthy. 
Stubborn and filled with an-
ger, the daughter refused 
to turn away her beloved.

So, the chief decided to 
lock her up in the Quadirikiri 
Cave, in hopes that she 
would soon calm down 
and turn away her lover. 
Her beloved, in turn, was 
locked away in the Tunnel 
of Love (Now known as the 
Huliba Cave). 

Through the pathways un-
derneath the Tunnel of 
Love running up to the 
Quadiriki cave, the two 
love bird found each other, 
and refused to let each 
other go. Because of their 

stubbornness, they both 
died in the Quadiriki Cave, 
their ascending spirits burn-
ing two holes in the ceiling 
of the cave. This is why the 
cave has two holes through 
which sunlight passes 
through to illuminate the 
chamber. 
Though there have been 
discoveries of Amerindian 
drawing on the wall, these 
have mostly been ruined 
by vandalism. However, 
the Fontein Cave further 
up north, provides a better 
glimpse in prehistoric Amer-
indian paintings.

Fontein Cave
Longer than the Quadirikiri 
Cave, the Fontein Cave 
contains pathways that 
stretch to the limestone 
walls further down. Here 
is also where prehistoric 
drawings can be seen. 
Though this cave does not 
have its own legend, this 
was speculated to have 
been occupied—or at 
least used by prehistoric Ar-
awak settlers on the island 
for rituals and other spiritual 
ceremonies. 

The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of Love
The Huliba Cave, formerly 
known as the Tunnel of 
Love, was once open to 
the public, and was the 
biggest and most acces-
sible of all three caves. This 
cave had five chambers, 
including one that is heart-
shaped. This cave had nar-
row stairs that led to long 
pathways deep into the 
cave, with a staircase lead-
ing to the exit on the other 
side. In one of the cham-
bers, there used to be the 
carving of the Virgin Mary, 
put there for the protection 
of the cave. 

However, the Huliba Cave 
has been permanently 
closed for a few years now, 

as a way to preserve the 
bat population that lives 
in the cave. These Long 
Tongue Fruit Bats and In-
sect Eater Bats are very im-
portant to the ecosystem of 
the island. Though this cave 
is no longer accessible to 
the public, it surely is inter-
esting to learn more about 
the history of these caves 
and the Awarak tribes that 
resided or utilized them. 

Do note that these caves 
are very dark, humid, hot, 
and are inhabited by bats. 
Do wear comfortable 
clothing and shoes, as the 
pathways in these caves 
may be rough and bumpy, 
and don’t forget to bring a 
flashlight!q
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the familiar warmth of Starbucks, indulge 
in an unforgettable gastronomic adven-
ture that spans the world's finest cuisines, 
all within the charming ambiance of our 
outdoor center.

VIP Cinema
Indulge in an unparalleled cinematic ex-
perience at Caribbean Cinemas VIP, 
nestled on Paseo Herencia's second floor. 
Relax in supremely comfortable reclining 
seats while enjoying movies on high-qual-
ity screens with state-of-the-art projection 
and 7.1 Dolby surround sound. Don’t for-
get to relish the delectable buttery pop-
corn.

Entertainment
Paseo Herencia offers live entertainment 
from Sunday to Thursday at 8pm on the 
center stage, as well as captivating night-
ly watershows at 7:30pm, 8:30pm, and 
9:30pm. Thrill-seekers can explore the Air-
soft experience, located behind The Lazy 
Turtle. For picture-perfect moments, cap-
ture Instagram-worthy shots at the Angel 
Wings installation between Pandora and 
Free Spirit, or amidst the Flying mosaic 
hearts behind King Churros. There's more 
fun in store with delightful kids' activities, 
including a Kid’s carousel and train ride, 
available every day from 6 pm to 10 pm.

Parking is complimentary for up to two 
hours when shopping, dining, or enjoying 
a movie at Paseo Herencia. Simply pres-
ent your purchase receipt to the parking 
cashier. For more details on specials and 

events, visit the Paseo Herencia website at 
www.paseoherencia.com.q

Paseo Herencia; An exciting destination 
for leisure and entertainment

NOORD — Paseo Herencia, situated in the heart of Palm 
Beach and within walking distance from the high-rise ho-
tels, beckons with a diverse array of shopping, dining, 
and entertainment options in an outdoor setting.

Shopping
Paseo Herencia presents a captivating selection of stores 
catering to various preferences, encompassing beach-
wear, apparel, fragrances, footwear, jewelry, keepsakes, 
and much more. Unwind at Maggy’s, indulging in their sa-
lon services while exploring a range of beauty products. 
For a memorable gift crafted from natural ingredients, 
explore Aruba Aloe's offerings. Iconic brands like Tommy 
Hilfiger, Calvin Klein, Aldo, Carmen Steffens, Nike, and 
Pandora stand among the favorites.

Dining
Embark on a global culinary journey at Paseo Herencia's 
diverse array of restaurants, each offering a unique din-
ing experience. From the vibrant flavors of Iguana Can-
tina's Mexican cuisine to the Spanish elegance of Xixon 
Spanish Restaurant, the innovative fusion of Pizza and Su-
shi at Fusion Cuisine, the grilled delights of Skewers Grill, 
the comfort of The Lazy Turtle, the creativity at Drunk's De-
nial, and the seafood sensation of Sexy Shrimps Bar, and 
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160 projects, 3,500 volunteers: Aruba Doet 2025 was a success!

Another successful weekend 
where volunteerism shined 
across our island, showcas-
ing the big heart of our com-
munity, as 3,500 volunteers 
came together to support 
160 projects.

Early Friday morning marked 
the start of another success-
ful edition of Aruba Doet, 
with the presence of Acting 
Governor Mr. Agustin Vrolijk, 
the organizers of Aruba Doet, 
the press, and volunteers 
from Grupo Scout Sonrisa—a 
scouting group for individu-
als in Aruba with intellectual 
and/or physical disabilities.

The Director of CEDE ARUBA, 
Daniel Tecklenborg, high-
lighted the 13th edition of 
Aruba Doet, an initiative in 
partnership with the Oranje 
Fonds, which is also present 
in Curaçao, Bonaire, Saba, 
Statia, and Sint Maarten. 
He emphasized the impor-
tance of volunteers as the 
heart of our community 
and expressed gratitude to 

all volunteers, participating 
organizations, and the Oran-
je Fonds for their continued 
dedication to the initiative, 
demonstrating that Aruba 
Doet is here to stay.

Acting Governor Mr. Agustin 
Vrolijk emphasized the value 
of Aruba Doet and the cru-
cial role of volunteer work for 
the well-being of our com-
munity. He noted that this is a 
special day for all volunteers 
who have the opportunity 
to work for their community 
and expressed his gratitude 
for being part of it. He once 
again called on everyone to 
register, stating that there is 
work for everyone—and the 
more volunteers there are, 
the better the work that can 
be done, and the more com-
plete Aruba’s community will 
be.

Aruba Doet coordinator, 
Paulien ter Meulen, also took 
the opportunity to thank all 
volunteers, organizations, 
coordinators, companies, 

and the Aruba Doet team for 
making everything possible.

The project was officially 
opened with the Acting Gov-
ernor and Doeti (the mascot) 
placing the first coats of paint 
on the playground together 
with his colleagues, helping 
to beautify and renovate 
the playground for the chil-
dren of Grupo Scout Sonrisa. 
The project at Grupo Scout 
Sonrisa is one of the many 
beautiful projects that took 
place over the weekend.

Aruba Doet sincerely thanks 
everyone who participated 

in the 13th edition and hopes 
that the spirit of volunteer 
work continues throughout 
the entire year. Preparations 

have already started for next 
year, and they are count-
ing on your support once 
again!qq
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Create museum memories
ORANJESTAD — Museums are 
an integral part of conserving 
and honoring cultures, and 
Aruba is no exception. Our 
Island has a wide selection 
of various museums for our 
locals and visitors to see. 
Take this opportunity to learn 
about our island and experi-
ence a different day beyond 
the beach. Let us introduce 
to you these museums.

Museum of Industry Aruba
The Museum of Industry is lo-
cated in San Nicolas—better 
known as the art capital of 
Aruba. This museum exhibits 
the industrial history of gold, 
aloe, phosphate, oil and 
tourism through elaborated 
displays and multimedia in-
stallations.
The Museum of Industry is 
situated in the Water Tower 
in San Nicolas and narrates 
Aruba's industrial history, 
which began in the 19th 
century. The Water Tower 
was built in 1939 and con-
sists of three sections: the 
substructure, the high-rising 
vertical shaft, and the tank 
at the top. The Water Tow-
er was purchased by the 
Monuments Fund in 2003 so 
it can be restored and pre-
served as one of Aruba's 
monuments. The Museum 

of Industry is part of Aruba 
Museum Foundation (Funda-
cion Museo Aruban), which 
is a foundation set to main-
tain, preserve, and protect 
the Aruban cultural sector, 
history, and nature. The mu-
seum of Industry is open daily 
from 9 am till 6 pm.
For more information, check 
out their Facebook page 
Museum of Industry Aruba.

Archaeological Museum of 
Aruba 

The Archaeological Muse-
um of Aruba is located at 
Schelpstraat 42 in downtown 
Oranjestad. The renovated 
historic Ecury complex in the 
area has been transformed 
from a family home to a 
modern museum that pre-
serves Aruba’s Amerindian 
cultural heritage. This 21st 
century museum is especially 

designed to preserve valu-
able artifacts dating back 
to the Pre-Ceramic period 
of 2500 BC. 

In the late 1980’s, AMA 
identified its need for an 
adequate housing for its col-
lection and activities. After 
studying various options, a 
project proposal was drawn 
up, including the acquisition 
and restoration of historical 
buildings in downtown Oran-
jestad.

These historical buildings 
were formerly the property of 
the Ecury family. The “Ecury 
Complex”, is a cluster of 
single and two-story historic 
buildings, mainly Dutch co-
lonial architecture from the 
late 19th and 20th century 
on a plot of approximately 
1.700 m2.

In 1997, the Aruban Govern-
ment bought the complex 
for the National Archaeologi-
cal Museum project. In 2004, 
a financial agreement was 
signed with the European De-
velopment Fund and in 2006, 
restoration and construction 
work began on the monu-
mental buildings and the 
soon-to-be exhibition space. 
In December 2007, the key to 
the complex was delivered 
and the museum’s employ-
ees moved to the new lo-
cation. The final design for 
the exhibit was completed in 
November 2007 and the per-
manent exhibit, financed by 
the Aruban Government and 
the Union of Cultural Orga-
nizations (UNOCA), opened 
in July 2009.

At the new location, the 
National Archaeological 

Museum Aruba disposes of 
approximately 500 m2 for its 
permanent exhibit. This ex-
hibit conveys information on 
the origin and culture of the 
first inhabitants of the island 
through archaeological ob-
jects and modern exhibition 
techniques. The new perma-
nent exhibit gives the visitor 
an insight into the cultures 
that inhabited the island in 
Pre-Historical and Early His-
torical times. The museum 
also hosts attractive public 
programs, including lectures, 
educational projects, tem-
porary exhibits and work-
shops.

The museum is open daily 
from 9:30 am till 4:30 pm. For 
more information check out 
the Facebook page Museo 
Arqueologico Nacional 
Aruba.q

Visit the natural bridges of Aruba!
(Oranjestad)—After you’ve visited 
the Alto Vista Church, the Bushiri-
bana Gold Mill Ruins and the mini 
natural pool that is located right 
next to it, you’re next up around 
the northern coast line must be the 
Natural Bridge. Once the largest 
natural bridge in the Caribbean, 
this bridge has been a tourist at-
traction for many years. 

The bridge was formed during thou-
sands of years, cut and crafted by 
the wild waves that crash into the 
coral stone walls of the coast. Be-
fore its collapse, this bridge mea-
sured 30 meters in length and 7 
meters in height, making it the big-
gest natural bridge in the Caribbe-
an at the time. For many years, this 
site was also a frequently visited 
beach, as the bridge had a small 

opening through which the water 
would flow into the tiny beach. 

Unfortunately in 2005, the bridge 
collapsed, and the little beach 
dried up. Despite this, this site re-
mained a tourist attraction, with 
many visitors walking along the 
coral cliffs of the bridge to see the 
spectacular view of the northern 

coastline and the Caribbean Sea. 
Visitors can also still visit the souve-
nir shop on the left of the bridge 
entrance. 

While the natural bridge no longer 
is functional, there is now a small-
er natural bridge very close. This 
bridge is often called the “Baby 
Bridge” or “Daughter Bridge”. q
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The district of Savaneta: The capital before Oranjestad
(Oranjestad)—Before Oranjestad 
became the island nation’s capi-
tal, Aruba’s first capital was the 
district of Savaneta. Here is where 
the cultural identity of Aruba was 
born, and from where the rest of 
the island developed into what it is 
today. 

Savaneta is said to have been the 
first place where the Caquetio in-
habitants first stepped foot on the 
island. Though there isn’t hard evi-
dence to back this up, but consid-
ering the legend of the Cacique 
Arua, it is believed that there were 
already movements on Aruba—
and Savaneta—around 88 AD. 

The Caquetios probably made 
their way to the island either from 
Venezuela, Colombia or other Ca-
ribbean islands in the region, but 
with good weather it was relatively 
easy for them to travel back and 
forth in their canoes. So, since the 
Caquetios discovered the island, 
Aruba found her first form of civili-
zation. 

It wasn’t until 1499 when Aruba 
met another group of people who 
set foot on the island: the Span-
ish explorer Alonso de Ojeda. De 
Ojeda first took notice of Aruba off 
the coast of Venezuela, during his 
exploration of the Latin American 
country. This was on August 9th, 
1499. However, de Ojeda didn’t 
actually sail to the island till 4 days 
later, on August 23rd, 1499. This was 
the beginning of the Spanish era 
on Aruba (1499-1636). 

Alonso usually didn’t stop at every 
island or land he saw, especially 
not in the Caribbean. He would of-
ten take notice of land from afar 
and continue sailing. However, 
Aruba was an exception. He had 
heard that there were “quebra-
cho” trees on the island, which 
were commonly used to produce 

dye or paint. But since these trees 
could not be found in Savaneta, 
he continued to search in the area 
of what is now known as Santa 
Cruz. The best way to transport the 
tree barks was via a route passing 
through Savaneta, and so the first 
road between Savaneta and San-
ta Cruz was made. 

The Dutch colonial era (1636-1805)
During the 80-year war between 
The Netherlands and Spain, Dutch 
explorers and merchants began 
to travel to the ABC islands. Once 
they landed in Aruba, they deport-
ed the small Arawakan and Span-
ish community that was living on 
the island. This was the beginning 
of colonization of the ABC islands 
by the Dutch empire. Around the 
same, the West Indian Company 
(WIC) was born. Bonaire and Cura-
cao were mostly used for planta-
tions, where the Dutch had trans-
ported slaves from Africa. Aruba, 
on the other hand, was mostly 
used to raise cattle and to house 
the haring factory. The Dutch had 
often forced the indigenous com-
munity to work for them. 
In 1636, when the Netherlands won 
the war against Spain, the coun-
try surrendered the islands to the 
Dutch. 

The Dutch administration appoint-
ed the island’s first commander, 
an Irish man named N. Williams. Be-
cause the Dutch were interested in 
other Caribbean islands and coun-
tries in South America, they import-
ed Dutch merchants and business 
men, all of whom resided in Sava-
neta. This way, Savaneta officially 

became the island’s first capital. 

However, at the end of the 18th 
century, the commander at the 
time, J.R. Lauffer, moved his office 
to what is now “Horse Bay” in Oran-
jestad. Because the highest office 
on the island moved away from 
Savaneta, the capital lost its title to 
what was called then Playa. 

How Savaneta got its name
The name Savaneta probably 
has a Spanish origin. It was said 
that when the Spanish climbed a 
hill called Yara, they saw that the 
area was mostly open and had no 
big trees. In Spanish, such a land 
area is called a “sabana”. 

Because of its land surface, Sava-

neta was a great place to con-
struct cattle farms. From here, the 
farmer culture on Aruba was born. 
Before the Aruban Gold Rush and 
the construction of the Refinery in 
San Nicolas, most residents were 
farmers, and Savaneta had many 
inhabitants that farmed fruits and 
vegetables. They also continued 
the tradition of raising cattle, like 
goat, sheep, pigs and horses. Sa-
vaneta was one of the first places 
on the island to have a general 
farming culture. From this culture, 
many other traditions were born, 
like the Dera Gay Holiday that 
we celebrate every year on June 
24th.q

Source: Historia di Savaneta (History of 
Savaneta) by Adolf “Dufi” Kock. 
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(Oranjestad)—When traveling to another 
country, especially for the first time, it is 
always better to be over-prepared than 
under-prepared. That is why we have a list 
of basicbut important information that we 
think may come in handy to Aruba’s visi-
tors. 

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates on 110V to 127V 
supply voltage and 60Hz. There are also 
three types of outlets used on the island: 
type A with two flat prongs; type B with 
two flat and one grounding prong, and 
on occasion, type F with two round prong 
and two earth clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly found in homes 
and establishments. 

Drinking water
The water that flows through the sinks of 
every house, hotels and other establish-
ments is distilled and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water exceeds WHO’s in-
ternational standards for water quality, so 
there is no need to buy bottled water from 
the store. 

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may vary depending 
on where you are staying on the island. 
Generally though, most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 10pm, Monday 
through Saturday. On Sundays, supermar-
kets generally close earlier; mostly around 
2pm.  

Safety
Since February 2024, Aruba has been cat-
egorized as the safest country in the Carib-
bean by The Telegraph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told us how they feel 
safe to explore the island or walk around 
at night. However, rare incidents do oc-
curs, so keep yourself and your belongings 
safe. 

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

Cruise ship Schedule: May 20 - 30 2025
SERVICE



A13
Tuesday 20 May 2025SCIENCE

COSTA LINDA 
Wanted to buy 
wk 51 & 52 
3 bdrm will pay $250,000.  
Want wk 7 2bdrm pay $55,000.  
3 bdrm $75,000.
jillkaiserman@newindow.net
_________________________________318343

San Nicolas

Police	  	    100
Oranjestad	    527 3140
Noord		     527 3200
Sta. Cruz	    527 2900
San  Nicolas	    584 5000
Police Tipline	    11141
Ambulancia	    911
Fire Dept.	    115
Red Cross	    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas		 587 5900
Prof. Taxi	 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S.	 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv.	 280 2828

Aruba Airport 	 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 	 588 0059
Jet Blue		 588 2244
Surinam	 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051
Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

dOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Eagle:  Tel.587 9011
San Nicolas:
Aloe:Tel.584 4606

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

HEALTH

Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002

By CHRISTINA LARSON 
AP Science Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
baby howler monkey 
clung to the back of an 
older male monkey, its tiny 
fingers grasping fur. But 
they’re not related and not 
even the same species.
Scientists spotted surpris-
ing evidence of what they 
describe as monkey kid-
nappings while reviewing 
video footage from a small 
island of Panama. The ca-
puchin monkeys were seen 
carrying at least 11 howler 
babies between 2022 and 
2023.
“This was very much a 
shocking finding,” said 
Zoë Goldsborough, a be-
havioral ecologist at the 
Max Planck Institute of Ani-
mal Behavior in Germany. 
“We’ve not seen anything 
like this in the animal king-
dom.”
The monkeys’ motivations 
remain under investiga-
tion. Capuchins are house 
cat-size monkeys found in 
South America and Central 
America. They are long-
lived, clever and learn new 
behaviors from each other. 
One group of capuchins in 
Panama has even learned 
to use stone tools to crack 
open nuts and seafood.
Goldsberg and other re-
searchers at Max Planck 
and the Smithsonian Tropi-
cal Research Institute had 
set up more than 80 cam-
eras to study capuchin tool 
use, but were surprised to 

This photo provided by researchers shows a baby howler monkey clinging onto a young adult 
male capuchin monkey on Jicarón Island, Panama in September 2022. 

(Brendan Barrett/Max Planck Institute of Animal Behavior via Associated Press)

Caught on camera, capuchin monkeys 
kidnap howler monkey babies

see the first howler babies 
appear in early 2022.
The footage showed the 
capuchins walking and 
pounding their stone tools 
with baby howlers on their 
backs. But cameras did not 
capture the moments of 
abduction, which scientists 
said likely happened up in 
the trees, where howlers 
spend most of their time.
“Our window into this story 
is constrained,” said co-au-
thor Margaret Crofoot of 
Max Planck and the Smith-
sonian. The findings were 
published Monday in the 
journal Current Biology.
In most or all cases, the 
baby howlers died, re-
searchers said. Infant howl-
er monkeys would normally 
be carried by their moth-
ers while still nursing. All the 
babies in the video  from a 
few weeks to a few months 
in age were too young to 
be weaned. “A hopeful 

part of me wants to be-
lieve some escaped and 
went back to their moth-
ers, but we don’t know,” 
said Crofoot. The videos 
recorded a few instances 
of young capuchin males 
still carrying howler babies 
that had died, likely from 
starvation. Many animals 
from gorillas to orcas have 
been observed carrying 
their own dead offspring, 
though scientists aren’t 
sure the reasons.q

Marriott surf club
Palm beach 
Gold season 
2 BR Garden View $10,000
2 BR Ocean   Side $12,000
 Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
Studio week # 18 room 1404 
Contract expire :  2051
Price :$ 7000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale 
Washington noord
5 min drive to palm beach and 
eagle beach
3 BR 2 bath with 2 Appartments 
Price :$ 650,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Condo for sale 
Noord 
5 min drive to eagle and palm 
beach
Aruba live 
2 BR 2 Bath ground floor 
Price :$450,000
Call :011-297-630-1307

Condo for sale 
Palm beach
Palm Aruba
10 min walk to palm beach
2 BR 3 bath 
Price :$550,000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale 
Fixer upper 
Pos chigito 
5 min drive to mangel halto
3 BR 2 Bath with a studio 
Price :$200,000
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Time - Share Resales 
Are you serious about 
Selling your time share ?
Call the experts 39 years doing 
business 
Sell and transfer over 10,000 
weeks of time share 
Call :011-297-630-1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com
________________________________219257
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By DONNA EDWARDS
Associated Press
Hai is 19 and suicidal. Grazina is 81 and living alone with 
dementia. So when she strikes a deal to house him so 
they can keep each other company in exchange for his 
help as a kind of unofficial live-in nurse, this could spell 
their mutual salvation or destruction.
Ocean Vuong’s new novel follows Hai as he takes care 
of Grazina and works in a fast-casual restaurant to help 
support them. Told in moments, “The Emperor of Glad-
ness” takes existentialism to a deeply intimate level, 
leaving the reader to contemplate what it is to live in 
a messy, complicated world of wars, addiction, class 
struggles and good people looking for second chanc-
es. The novel was immediately named Oprah Winfrey’s 
latest book club pick.
The author draws heavily on his own life  from Hai’s fam-
ily fleeing the Vietnam War to their jobs in the service in-
dustry that allow them to scrape by  so “The Emperor of 
Gladness” is only a few degrees away from a memoir. 
And while it’s told in prose, Vuong’s penchant for poetry 

shows in patches of colorful, visceral language strewn 
with metaphors that run through the whole book, all the 
way back to its title.
The novel opens with a movie-like sweep through East 
Gladness, a tiny town outside of Hartford, Connecticut. 
The omniscient narrator zooms in on various scenes of 
decay and neglect until we land on Hai, at possibly his 
lowest point.
There’s not so much a plot as a gathering of people and 
experiences. We piece together the characters’ stories 
the way you would with real people in real life; through 
snippets that build atop each other until you can patch 
together a narrative of the relationships that left the big-
gest scars and the events that had profound impacts. 
Vuong achieves more by writing beside his characters 
than one would by writing a straightforward story about 
them.
True and gritty, “The Emperor of Gladness” is almost voy-
euristic in how it looks into the most intimate and hu-
man moments of people’s lives, reflecting back on the 
reader and leaving plenty to ponder.q

This cover image released 
by Penguin Press shows “The 
Emperor of Gladness” by 
Ocean Vuong.
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Book Review: Ocean Vuong takes existentialism to deeply 
intimate level in ‘The Emperor of Gladness’

By DAVID BAUDER 
AP Media Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — For a 
television news industry in 
a constant state of motion, 
Deborah Norville has been 
a model of stability. She be-
gan hosting the syndicated 
newsmagazine “Inside Edi-
tion” in 1995 and has re-
mained there ever since.
Now that 30-year run is 
coming to a close.
Norville, 66, signs off on 
May 20. She’s planning 
to celebrate with a long 
vacation through Europe 
with her husband, and try 
something new when she 
gets back. She will host 
“The Perfect Line,” a trivia 
show that begins airing this 
fall. No successor has been 
named at “Inside Edition.”
“I’m very excited about the 
game show,” she said. “It’s 
fun, and who doesn’t want 
to give away somebody 
else’s money to people 
who are happy to take it?”
Three decades ago, Nor-
ville left CBS News for a 
genre largely dismissed as 
tabloid television. She’s 
proud of telling stories that 
add value to the audi-
ence’s lives: A company 
that makes a device to aid 
choking victims says it has 
traced a thousand uses 
to people who say they 
learned about it through 
an “Inside Edition” story.

During COVID, the show 
began broadcasting from 
her kitchen almost imme-
diately and never stopped, 
as she built a makeshift stu-
dio in her New York-area 
home.“We were a famil-
iar presence during a time 
when everything else was 
topsy-turvy,” she said, “and 
I think the bond with our 
audience was made even 
stronger then.”
As she prepares to adjust to 
a life no longer governed 
by news cycles, Norville 
paused to reflect on her 
time with The Associated 

Press.
Q&A
ASSOCIATED PRESS: You 
made the decision a while 
ago to leave “Inside Edi-
tion.” Now that it’s happen-
ing, how does it feel?
NORVILLE: It really hit me 
today. It’s the same day 
my daughter and husband 
came over (to the studio) 
for an in-person interview 
for a piece they’re do-
ing  a farewell Deb thing. 
My daughter was on “In-
side Edition” the day she 
was born. Nine hours after 
I gave birth, the crew was 

in my hospital room taping 
“Inside Edition” because 
they couldn’t find anyone 
else to do the show, which 
was ridiculous. To see her, 
this beautiful, 27-year-old 
grown woman, so statu-
esque and wonderful and 
lovely and perfect, to do 
an interview about what it’s 
like having her mom work 
at this place for literally her 
entire life, it was like, oh my 
gosh, there’s something 
major about to happen.
AP: When you first joined, 
tabloid shows were consid-
ered less respectable than 

networks. How do you think 
that’s changed?
NORVILLE: Remember Tom 
Shales of the Washington 
Post? Tom Shales actually 
put in the paper that I was 
selling my credibility. The 
old Deborah would have 
just gone into a fetal posi-
tion and cried. The new me 
said, “Oh, I don’t think so.” 
I never knew my credibility 
had anything to do with 
the peacock or eyeball on 
my paycheck, because I 
had worked at NBC and 
CBS. My credibility had 
to do with the show that I 
stood in front of, the stories 
that I personally produced 
and reported on and what 
we put on television every 
day. All I was asking was 
that people watch.
AP: When you look back on 
it, what is the work you’ll re-
member the most?
NORVILLE: “Inside Edition” 
has evolved a lot in the 30 
years that I’ve been here. 
When I got here, it was 
still the hard-core, tabloid, 
beach blanket bingo  a lot 
of girls on sandy beaches in 
tiny bikinis. We don’t do that 
anymore. ... It has evolved 
in such a way that we as a 
program have become a 
companion to people  not 
just on television, but we’re 
a companion on the inter-
net, on social media, on 
YouTube.q

NBC “Today” show anchor Deborah Norville visited with host David Letterman on “Late Night with 
David Letterman,” September 5, 1990, in New York. 
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Curtain coming down after 30 years at ‘Inside Edition’ for Deborah 
Norville
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By ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer
ROME (AP) — Carlos Al-
caraz is the clear favor-
ite for the French Open. 
Top-ranked Jannik Sinner is 
back from his doping ban, 
though, and building him-
self back up to full strength 
day by day.
Those were the verdicts 
after Alcaraz beat Sinner 
to win the Italian Open a 
week before Roland Garros 
starts on Sunday.
Alcaraz’s title in Rome 
boosted his record on clay 
this season to 15-1.
“On clay right now, you’re 
the best player,” Sinner told 
Alcaraz during the trophy 
ceremony after the Span-
iard’s 7-6 (5), 6-1 win Sun-
day.

Sinner held two set points 
during the first set against 
Alcaraz in his first tourna-
ment following his three-
month suspension.
“The level he has played 
in this tournament is insane 
after three months with-
out playing,” Alcaraz said. 
“He’s going to be better 
and better. … He’s going 
to be a really dangerous 
player in Paris.”
If Alcaraz and Sinner meet 
again in Paris, it will be in 
the final, because Alcaraz 
moved up to No. 2 in the 
rankings on Monday mean-
ing they will be on opposite 
sides of the draw at Roland 
Garros.
Alcaraz beat Sinner over 
five sets in the French Open 
semifinals en route to the 

title last year. Alcaraz then 
also defended his Wimble-
don title for his fourth Grand 
Slam trophy.
“It was good to play him 
before two Grand Slams,” 
Sinner said. “Certainly with 
my movement I need to 
understand better where 
to be at certain monents. 
That’s different on clay from 
hard courts. There are small 
things I need to improve.
“Clay is the surface where 
I have the toughest time. 
There’s no use hiding it,” 
the Italian added.
Indeed, Sinner has won 
only one of his 19 career 
titles on clay, in Umag, Cro-
atia, in 2022  when he beat 
Alcaraz in the final.
Sinner’s three months away 
from the sport caught up 

with him when he couldn’t 
put up a fight in the second 
set against Alcaraz before 
his home fans at the Foro 
Italico.

“I certainly need to in-
crease my intensity and 
hold it for a longer period of 
time,” Sinner said. “I need 
to play more matches.”q

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain, holds the trophy after winning the Italian 
Open tennis tournament next to Jannik Sinner of Italy at the Foro 
Italico in Rome, Sunday, May 18, 2025. 
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Alcaraz is the clear favorite for the French Open. But Sinner is 
building back to top form

By NOAH TRISTER 
AP Baseball Writer
Clayton Kershaw made his 
season debut Saturday, 
and although his perfor-
mance over four innings 
was forgettable, he still 
added another accom-
plishment to his illustrious 
career.
Kershaw has now played in 
18 seasons for the Dodgers, 
tying the franchise record 
held by outfielder Zack 
Wheat and shortstop Bill 
Russell. Shohei Ohtani and 
Mookie Betts may have 
taken over as the team’s 
big stars, but Kershaw’s 
role in helping Los Ange-
les become a powerhouse 
should not be understated.
And like Russell, Kershaw 
has never played for any 
other major league team. 
That makes his tenure in 
Los Angeles even more 
special.
Here’s a list of each team’s 
longest-tenured player 
who spent his whole career 
with that franchise in that 
city. Only current teams  
in their current locations  
are included. So the Ath-
letics are left out, and so 
are stars like Mel Ott, who 
spent 22 seasons with the 
Giants before they moved 
to San Francisco.

Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Clayton Kershaw throws to 
the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the 
Los Angeles Angels, Saturday, May 17, 2025, in Los Angeles. 
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The Dodgers have younger stars now, but Clayton Kershaw 
reaching 18th season is still special

Baltimore Orioles: Brooks Robinson (23 seasons)
Boston Red Sox: Carl Yastrzemski (23)
Chicago Cubs: Cap Anson (22)
St. Louis Cardinals: Stan Musial (22)
Detroit Tigers: Al Kaline (22)
Chicago White Sox: Ted Lyons (21)
Kansas City Royals: George Brett (21)
Pittsburgh Pirates: Willie Stargell (21)
Cleveland Guardians: Mel Harder (20)
Milwaukee Brewers: Robin Yount (20)
San Diego Padres: Tony Gwynn (20)
Houston Astros: Craig Biggio (20)
New York Yankees: Derek Jeter (20)
Cincinnati Reds: Dave Concepcion and Barry Larkin (19)
Atlanta Braves: Chipper Jones (19)
New York Mets: Ed Kranepool (18)
Los Angeles Dodgers: Bill Russell and Clayton Kershaw 
(18)
Philadelphia Phillies: Mike Schmidt (18)
Seattle Mariners: Edgar Martinez (18)
Colorado Rockies: Todd Helton (17)
Washington Nationals: Ryan Zimmerman (16)
Minnesota Twins: Tony Oliva and Joe Mauer (15)
Los Angeles Angels: Mike Trout (15)
San Francisco Giants: Jim Davenport and Matt Cain (13)
Toronto Blue Jays: Garth Iorg (nine)
Texas Rangers: Rusty Greer (nine)
Tampa Bay Rays: Brandon Lowe (eight)
Arizona Diamondbacks: Brandon Webb, Kevin Ginkel 
and Merrill Kelly (seven)
Miami Marlins: Jesús Sánchez (six)

Feast or famine
There are three pitchers 
with 6-0 records in the ma-
jor leagues right now. One 
is former Cy Young Award 
winner Robbie Ray of the 
Giants. Another is prized 
free agent acquisition Max 

Fried of the Yankees.
The third? Reliever Jorge 
López of the Nationals, 
who is somehow 6-0 de-
spite a 6.86 ERA.
This isn’t a case of López 
constantly giving up leads 
and then having his team-

mates rescue him offen-
sively.
 In four of his six victories, he 
produced a scoreless out-
ing, and he allowed one 
run in the other two. The 
reason his ERA is so high 
is because he’s already 
had three outings allow-
ing at least three runs  and 
didn’t pick up a decision in 
any of them. In the live ball 
era, the most wins a pitch-
er has received in a sea-
son with an ERA over 6.00  
while pitching exclusively 
in relief  is seven. Bob Kline 
went 7-2 with a 6.80 ERA 
for the Senators and A’s in 
1934, George Frazier went 
7-8 with a 6.39 ERA for the 

Cubs in 1985, and Curt Les-
kanic went 7-5 with a 6.23 
ERA for the Rockies in 1996.
Trivia time
Which two players spent 
their entire 21-year careers 
with one team, but did not 
make the list above? One 
of them played for a team 
that is no longer in that 
city. The other was with a 
franchise that had another 
player with an even longer 
tenure.
Line of the week
Wilmer Flores homered 
three times and drove in 
eight runs to lead the San 
Francisco Giants to a 13-5 
win over the Athletics on 
Friday night. q
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By STEVE REED 
AP Sports Writer
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Everything Scottie Scheffler 
did Sunday was expected.
When the pressure was 
on, he hit the fairways he 
needed to hit. He landed 
the approach shots he 
needed to land. And, of 
course, he made clutch 
putts he needed to make.
It’s what everyone has 
come to depend on from 
the world’s No. 1 player, 
a fine-tuned, almost me-
chanical approach to the 
game.
It was all expected, even 
predictable  right up until 
the celebration.
That’s when Scheffler, in a 
rare display of pure emo-
tion, took off his hat and 

Scottie Scheffler celebrates after winning the PGA Championship golf tournament at the Quail 
Hollow Club, Sunday, May 18, 2025, in Charlotte, N.C. 
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Scheffler’s fiery celebration at PGA Championship shows desire 
that burns in world’s No. 1 player

slammed it into the green 
on the 18th hole after win-
ning the PGA Champi-
onship by five shots over 
Bryson DeChambeau, Har-
ry English and Davis Riley at 
Quail Hollow.
He followed with a hard 
slap of hands with his 
caddie and a quick hug, 
reminiscent of a defen-
sive lineman celebrating 
a quarterback sack or a 
basketball player enjoying 
a high-flying dunk.
A short while later Schef-
fler was asked to hoist the 
27-pound Wanamaker Tro-
phy and he thrust it so hard 
in the air that the top start-
ed to fly off.
So much for Scottie Schef-
fler being a robot.
The raw emotion he dis-
played Sunday reflects 
the burning competitive-
ness that resides within 
his built-for-golf 6-foot-3, 
200-pound frame.
When asked afterward if 
he views himself as having 
a competitive fire, Scheffler 
laughed and said, “Yeah.”
The calm, even-keeled de-
meanor on the course has 
often overshadowed hid-
den that part of him, that 
burning fire within that has 
driven the Texan to great-
ness.
Scheffler has never been 
known as being intense, 
and he never seems to get 
too high or too low on the 
spectrum.

Even when he was falsely 
arrested at last year’s PGA 
Championship at Valhalla, 
he didn’t lash out at the 
police. He accepted what 
happened as a misunder-
standing in the heat of a 
very confusing moment in 
a situation in which other 
professional athletes might 
have fiercely sought to 
protect their image.
That’s why the ferocity with 
which he spiked his hat 
on 18, and the intense fa-
cial expressions in the mo-
ments afterward stood out. 
Maybe it was the culmina-
tion of battling back from 
puncturing the palm in his 
right hand while making 
ravioli last Christmas.
One thing is for sure, Sun-
day wasn’t par for the 
course for Scheffler.
“Just a lot of happiness,” 
Scheffler said later of his 
reaction to the second 
straight victory. “I think, you 
know, just maybe thankful 
as well. 
It was a long week. I felt like 
this was as hard as I battled 
for a tournament in my ca-
reer. This was a pretty chal-
lenging week.”
Scheffler didn’t swing the 
club all that well for the first 
2 1/2 days in Charlotte.
But he played the back 
nine on Saturday and Sun-
day just about as well as 
anyone has, with the pos-
sible exception of some of 
Rory McIlroy’s exploits here 
at the Wells Fargo Champi-
onship.
On Saturday, Scheffler 
went 5-under par on the 
final five holes to take con-
trol of the tournament and 
carried a three-shot lead 
into the final round.
Most probably thought it 
was over.
But Scheffler struggled with 
his swing and made three 
uncharacteristic bogeys 
on the front nine Sunday, 
allowing two-time major 
champion Jon Rahm to 
pull into a tie at 9 under.
It didn’t last long.
Scheffler ate a sandwich 
as he made the turn at 
2-over-par for the day, 
then proceeded to drill his 
drive down the middle of 
the fairway on the par-5 
10th hole. q


