NER(C) BT

Monday
May 5, 2025

T: 582-7800
www.arubatoday.com

facebook.com/arubatoday
instagram.com/arubatoday

Aruba’s ONLY English newspaper

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 7 DAYS A WEEK roressiow conpumenmany o »

MARRYBELL MADURO = ANGELA FLORES = JEAN PAUL EDDIE KROON MARRYBELL MADURO RICKY THOMAS EDDIE KROON

SINGER VIOLINIST SAXOPHONIST ' SINGER 4:00 - 6:00pm  SINGER GUITARIST SINGER

6:30 - 8:30pm 6:30 - 8:30pm 6:30 - 8:30pm MAILLEYN ALV 6:30 - 8:30pm 7:00 - 9:00pm 4:00 - 6:00pm
f‘“\\ w AT E R FS E DG E T VIOLINIST 6:30 - 8:30pm ANGELA FLORES

J eosta ST VIOLINIST

) RESTAURANT & BAR sta I"‘ﬁi o | KARAOKE 9:00 - 1:00pm 6:30 - 8:30pm

Tel +297 583 8000 Ext. 8106 | Reservations at wateredge-aruba.com | Elegant dining, spectacular ocean views enjoyed al fresco or in air conditioned comfort | Located at Costa Linda Beach Resort

& @ Aruba Sinatra Show , , \Mveonstae-
- - By Fred de Jong .

. Tickets:
Each Thursday - 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm (=]
! USD 40.00 - Limited Seats -
arubasinatra.com/book 7 Food, Drinks, Transportation & Gratuities Not Included

Phonches Grsll & Bar

Now in its 20th plus year, owned and run by a local family.

Open 7 days a week, as of 5:00PM
Full Service Bar
Live Music on weekends

Reservations: (297) 583 2666 or reservations@pinchosgrillaruba.com

=




MONDAY 5 MAY 2025| u s NEWS

Trump says he will reopen Alcatraz prison

By JILL COLVIN
MICHAEL R. SISAK
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — President
Donald Trump says he is
directing his government
fo reopen and expand
Alcatraz, the notorious
former prison on a hard-to-
reach California island that
has been closed for more
than 60 years.

In a post on his Truth Social
site Sunday evening, Trump
wrote that, “For too long,
America has been plagued
by vicious, violent, and
repeat Criminal Offenders,
the dregs of society,
who will never conftribute
anything other than Misery
and Suffering. When we
were a more serious Nation,
in fimes past, we did not
hesitate to lock up the
most dangerous criminals,
and keep them far away

and

A boat makes its way toward Alcatraz Island with the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge in the
background in this view from Sausalito, Calif., Dec. 13, 2023.

from anyone they could
harm. That's the way it's
supposed to be.”

“That is why, today, | am
directing the Bureau of
Prisons, together with the
Department of Justice, FBI,

and Homeland Security,
tfo reopen a substantially

enlarged and rebuilt
ALCATRAZ, fo house
America’s most ruthless
and violent Offenders,”

he wrofte, adding: “The
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reopening of ALCATRAZ will
serve as a symbol of Law,
Order, and JUSTICE.”

The prison — infamously
inescapable due to the
stfrong ocean currents and
cold Pacific waters that
surround it — was known as
the “The Rock” and housed
some of the nation’s
most notorious criminals,
including  gangster Al
Capone and  George
“Machine Gun” Kelly.

It has long been part of
the cultural  imagination
and has been the subject
of numerous movies,
including “The Rock”
starring Sean Connery and
Nicolas Cage.

Still in the 29 years it was
open, 36 men attempted
14 separate  escapes,
according to the FBL
Nearly all were caught or
didn’t survive the attempt.
The fate of three particular
inmates — John Anglin, his
brother Clarence and Frank
Morris — is of some debate
and was dramatized in
the 1979 film “Escape from
Alcatraz” starring Clinton
Eastwood.

Alcatfraz Island is now a
major tourist site that is
operate by the National
Parks Service and is a
designated National
Historic Landmark.

The closure of the federal
prison in 1963  was
aftributed fo crumbling
infrastructure and the high
costs of repairing and
supplying the island facility,
because everything from
fuel to food had to be
brought by boat.

A spokesperson for the
Bureau of Prisons said
in a statement that the

agency “will comply with
all  Presidential  Orders.”
The  spokesperson  did
not immediately answer
questions from The
Associated Press regarding
the practicality and
feasibility of reopening
Alcatraz or the agency’s
role in the future of the
former prison given the
Natfional Park Service's
confrol of the island.

The island serves as a
veritable time machine
to a bygone era of
corrections. The Bureau
of Prisons currently has 16
penitentiaries  performing
the same high-security
functions as  Alcatraz,
including its  maximum
security facility in Florence,
Colorado, and the U.S.
penitentiary in Terre Haute,

Indiona, which is home
to the federal death
chamber.

The order comes as Trump
has been clashing with the
courts as he fries to send
accused gang members
fo a notorious prison in
El Salvador, without due
process. Trump has also
directed the opening
of a detention center
at  Guantanamo  Bay,
Cuba,to hold up to 30,000
of what he has labeled the
“worst criminal aliens.”

The Bureau of Prisons has
faced myriad crises in
recent years and has been

subjected to increased
scrutiny after Jeffrey
Epstein’s suicide af a

federal jail in New York City
in 2019. An AP investigation
uncovered deep,
previously unreported flaws
within the Bureau of Prisons.
AP reporting has disclosed
widespread criminal
activity by employees,
dozens of escapes, chronic
violence, deaths and
severe staffing shortages
that  have  hampered
responses fo emergencies,
including assaults  and
suicides.

The AP’s investigation also
exposed rampant sexual
abuse atafederalwomen’s
prison in Dublin, California.
Last year, President
Joe Biden signed a law
strengthening oversight
of the agency after AP
reporting spotlighted its
many flaws.]
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Former Vice President Pence will receive the Profile in Courage
Award for his actions on Jan. 6

By MICHAEL CASEY
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — Former
Vice President Mike Pence
on Sunday will receive the
John F. Kennedy Profile
in Courage Award for his
refusal to go along with
President Donald Trump's
efforts to remain in office

aofter losing the 2020
election.
The award recognizes

Pence "“for putting his life
and career on the line to
ensure the constitutional
fransfer of  presidential
power on Jan. 6, 2021,”
the JFK Library Foundation
said, when it made the
announcement last month.
Pence will receive the
award at the JFK Library in
Boston.

Trump pressured Pence
to reject election results
from swing states where
the Republican president
falsely claimed the vote
was marred by fraud.
Pence refused, saying he
lacked such  authority.
When a mob of Trump
supporters  stormed the

Vice President Mike Pence hands the electoral certificate from
the state of Arizona to Sen. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., as he
presides over a joint session of Congress as it convenes to count
the Electoral College votes cast in November’s election, at the
Capitol in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021.

Capitol, some chanted
that they wanted to “*hang
Mike Pence.” Pence was
whisked away by Secret
Service agents, narrowly
avoiding a confrontation
with the rioters.

“Mike Pence didn't have
the courage fo do what
should have been done
to protect our Country
and our  Constitution,
giving States a chance to
certify a corrected set of

facts, not the fraudulent or
inaccurate ones which they
were asked to previously
certify,” Trump wrote at the
time on X, formerly Twitter,
as rioters moved through
the Capitol and Pence was
in hiding with his family,
aides and security detail
inside the building.

Pence rejected the Secret
Service's advice that he
leave the Capitol, staying
to continue the ceremonial

election certification of
Democrat Joe Biden's
presidential victory once

rioters were cleared.

The Profile in Courage
Award, named for a book
Kennedy published in
1957 before he became
president, honors public
officials who take
principled stands despite
the potential political or
personal  consequences.
Previous recipients of the
award  include  former
Presidents Barack Obama,
George H.W. Bush and
Gerald Ford.

“Political courage is not
outdated in the United
States. At every level of
government, leaders
are putting country first,
and not backing down,”
Caroline Kennedy and
Jack Schlossberg, JFK's
daughter and grandson,
both of whom will present
Pence with the award,
said in a statement. "His
decision is an example of
President Kennedy's belief
that an act of political
courage can change the

course of history.”

Pence said in a statement
that he's “deeply humbled
and honored” to get the
award.

“Ihave beeninspired by the
life and words of President
John F. Kennedy since my
youth and am honored
to join the company of
so  many distinguished
Americans  who  have
received this recognition in
the past,” Pence said.
Pence has emerged as
one of the few Republicans
willing to take on the Trump
administratfion.

His political action group,
Advancing American
Freedom, campaigned
against the nomination of
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to
lead the nation’s health
agencies. He's delivered
speeches urging the
president fo stand with
longtime  foreign  allies
and posted an artficle
he penned more than a
decade ago on the limits
of presidential power after
Trump claimed that,(

Musk gets his Texas wish.
new city of Starbase

By VALERIE GONZALEZ and
JIM VERTUNO

Associated Press

McALLEN, Texas (AP) —
The South Texas home of
Elon Musk's SpaceX rocket
company is now an official
city with a galactic name:
Starbase.

A vote Saturday to formally
organize Starbase as a
city was approved by a
lopsided margin - among
the small group of voters
who live there and are
mostly Musk’s employees at
SpaceX. With all the votes
in, the tally was 212 in favor
to é against, according
to results published online
by the Cameron County
Elections Department.
Musk celebrated in a post
on his social platform, X,
saying itis “now areal city!”
Starbase is the facility and
launch site for the SpaceX
rocket program that s
under confract with the
Department of Defense
and NASA that hopes to
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A statue of SpaceX founder Elon Musk on Saturday, May 3, 2025, is seen near the town of Boca
Chica, Texas, that would become Starbase, Texas, if local residents approve a measure to make
the area surrounding the rocket launch site its own city.

send astronauts back to
the moon and someday fo
Mars.

Musk first floated the idea
of Starbase in 2021 and
approval of the new city
was all but certain. Of the
283 eligible voters in the

area, most are believed to
be Starbase workers.

The election victory was
personal for Musk. The
billionaire’s popularity
has diminished since he
became the chain-saw-
wielding public face of

Associated Press

President Donald Trump's
federal job and spending
cuts, and profits at his
Tesla car company have
plummeted.

SpaceX has  generally
drawn widespread support
from local officials for ifs

SpaceX launch site is approved as the

jobs and investment in the

areaq.
But the creatfion of an
official company town

has also drawn critics who
worry it will expand Musk’s
personal  control  over
the area, with potential
authority to close a popular
beach and state park for
launches.

Companion efforts to the
city vote include bills in the
state Legislature to shift that
authority from the county
to the new town's mayor
and city council.

All these measures come
as SpaceX is asking federal
authorities for permission
fo increase the number of
South Texas launches from
five to 25 a year.

The city at the southern fip
of Texas near the Mexico
border is only about 1.5
square miles (3.9 square
kilometers), crisscrossed by
a few roads and dappled
with airstream
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By AUDREY McAVOY
Associated Press
HONOLULU (AP) — Hawaii
lawmakers  passed  on
Friday first-of-its-kind
legislation that will increase
the state’s lodging
tax to raise money for
environmental protection
and strengthening
defenses against climate
change -fueled natural
disasters.

Gov. Josh Green supports
the bill, indicating he wiill
sign if. The bill adds a
0.75% levy to the state’s
existing fax on hotel rooms,
timeshares, vacation
rentals and other short-
term accommodations. It
also imposes a new 11% tax
on cruise ship bills, prorated
for the number of days the
vessels are in Hawaii ports.
Officials estimate the fax
will generate nearly $100
million annually. They say
the money will be used for
projects like replenishing
sand on eroding Waikiki
beaches, promotingtheuse

Be awvare of scams on social medial

Don't click on sponsored ads that are using Aruba Today's likeness. Visit only our
official Facebook Page, Aruba Today News or our website, www.arubatoday.com.

If you encounter any problems, we are here to help: news@arubatoday.com

Hawaii lawmakers raise the state’s hotel tax to help the islands cope
with climate change

of hurricane clips to secure
roofs during powerful storms
and clearing flammable
invasive grasses like those
that fed the deadly wildfire
that destroyed downtown
Lahaina in 2023.

The House and Senate,
both confrolled by large
maijorities of Democrats,

Hawadii Sen. Lorraine R. Inouye, speaks during the discussion of the bill that will increase the state’s
lodging tax, Friday, May 2, 2025, at the state Capitol in Honolulu.

P

both passed the measure
by wide margins.

Experts say this is the
nation’s first state lodging
tax that raises money for the
environment and coping
with climate change.
Hawaii already levies a
10.25% tax on short-term
rentals. As of Jan. 1, the

Associated Press

fax will rise to 11%. Hawaii's
counties separately
charge a 3% lodging tax,
and travelers also have to
pay the 4.712% general
excise tax that applies to
all virtually all goods and
services. The cumulative
tax bill at checkout will
climb to 18.712%, among

ank of Aruba sues Ursell Are
statements he made on live teleds

the highest in the nation.
Green said people have
fold him the increase is
small enough people won't
notice. He observed many
people come fto Hawai
to enjoy the environment
and predicted they will
welcome committing
dollars to protect shorelines
and communities.

“The more you cultivate
good environmental policy,
and the more you invest in
perfecting our lived space,
the more likely it is we're
going to have actually
lifelong, committed
travelers to Hawaii,” he said
in an interview.

Only funds raised by the
0.75% addition and the
new tax on cruise ship stays
will go exclusively toward
natural  resources and
climate change. Revenue
from existing state lodging
faxes would continue to
flow into state’'s general
fund andto help pay for the
construction of HonoluluQ

Texas governor signs $1 billion voucher bill in milestone for school
choice supporters nationally

By NADIA LATHAN
Associated Press/Report for
America

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Texas
will implement a $1 billion
school voucher program,
one of the largest in the
country, that uses public

dollars to fund private
school tuition under a
bil Gov. Greg Abboft

signed Satfurday, capping
off a yearslong effort by
Republicans.

School voucher supporters
have long targeted the
state, where past efforts
buckled for decades
against  resistance  from
Democrats and rural
Republicans. Last month
President Donald Trump

I

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott talks in the East Room of the White

House, Feb. 5, 2025, in Washington.

called lawmakers before a
key vote needed to finally
get the bill to Abbott’s desk.
Texas joins more than 30
other states that have

implemented a  similar
program, of which about
a dozen have launched or
expanded their programs
in recent years to make

most students eligible.
School vouchers have
been Abbott's primary
focus this year, coming off
a 2024 election cycle in
which he led a campaign
to oust GOP lawmakers
who voted against a similar
bill last session.

Republican lawmakers
and bill supporters say
it will give parents more
choice by letting them pull
their children out of poor-
performing public schools.
“Gone are the days that
families are limited to only
the schools assigned by
government,” Abbott said
before signing the bill at
the governor's mansion.
“The day has arrived that

empowers  parents  tfo
choose the school that is
best for their child.”
Democrats and
Republicans in rural
districts have criticized the
program, saying it will drain
financial resources from
Texas' more than 5 million
public  school students
and subsidize the private
education of  weadlthy
families.

Beginning next school year,
Texas families can receive
$10,000 per year to help
pay for students’ private
school tuition. Children with
disabilities can qualify for as
much as $30,000 a yearl]
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Pakistan test fires ballistic missile as tensions with India spike after
Kashmir gun massacre

By MUNIR AHMED
Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) —
Pakistan test fired a ballistic
missile Saturday as tensions
with India spiked over last
month's deadly attack
on ftourists in the disputed
Kashmir region.

The surface-to-surface
missile has a range of
450  kilometers  (about
280 miles), the Pakistani
military said. There was
no immediate comment
about the launch from
Indiq, which blames
Pakistan for the April 22 gun
massacre in the resort fown
of Pahalgam, a charge
Pakistan denies.

Pakistan’s  military  said
the launch of the Abdali
Weapon System was
aimed at ensuring the
"operational readiness of
froops and validating key
technical parameters,”
including the  missile’s
advanced navigation
system and enhanced
maneuverability features.
Pakistan's President  Asif
Ali  Zardari and Prime

e i'ﬁ_

Pakistan’s paramilitary soldier, left, and Indian Border Security Forces soldier, right, stand guard on

their sides, during a daily closing ceremony at the Wagah, a joint post on the Pakistan and India
border, near Lahore, Pakistan, Saturday, May 3, 2025.

Minister  Shehbaz  Sharif
congratulated those
behind the successful fest.
Missiles are not fired toward
the border area with Indig;
they are normally fired
into the Arabian Sea or
the deserts of southwest
Balochistan province.

Islamabad-based security
analystSyedMuhammadaAli
said Saturday’s missile was
named affer a prominent
Muslim conqueror of India,
underlining ifs  symbolic
significance.

“The ftiming of this launch
is critical in the current

Associated Press
geopolitical context,”

Ali fold The Associated
Press. He said the test was
infended as a strategic
signal to India after it had
threatened to suspend

a crucial  water-sharing
treaty.
India’s  navy said on

April 27 that its vessels
had successfully
undertaken anti-ship

fiings to “revalidate and
demonstrate readiness
of platforms, systems
and crew for long-range
precision offensive strike.”
Ashok Malik, a former policy
adviser in India’s Foreign
Ministry, said there was
anger across the country
following the gun attack.
The 26 victims came from
13 different states.
“Internationally, there is
enormous  sympathy  for
India and little patience
with Pakistan,” said Malik.
"l don't believe anybody
in India wants a full-
fledged war. Even so,
there is domestic pressure
and diplomatic space for
a sharp, targeted, and
limited response.”

The ongoing “muscle
flexing” by both countries’
froops was reflective
of the tense mood and
also apparent in  the
"unremitting hostilities(

80 years after the liberation from the Nazis, the Dutch commemorate
the victims of war

By MOLLY QUELL
Associated Press
AMSTERDAM (AP) —
Trains came to a halt,
cars pulled to the side of
the road and no planes
arrived or departed in the
Netherlands for two minutes
on Sunday, as the country
went silent to remember
victims of war.

Thousands of people
gathered in  Amsterdam
to watch as Dutch King
Willem-Alexander laid a
wreath at a war memorial,
80 years and a day since
the country was liberated
from Nazi occupation in
1945.

The first speaker at the
annual event was 14-year-
old Marijn van der Wilk
who read a poem he had
wriften about resistance
during the war. “They were
brothers, sisters, neighbors.
Just people, like you or me.
In a tfime when doing good
could be life-threatening.
And yet they did it,” he

> :'I_;

Pigeons fly as Dutch King Willem-Alexander and Queen Maxima

arrive to lay a wreath during a solemn annual national service
to commemorate the war dead in Amsterdam, Netherlands,

Sunday, May 4, 2025.

said during the nationally
televised event.

Prime Minister Dick Schoof
discussed the grief his
family felt over the death
of his grandfather, who
was executed by Nazi
soldiers for his work in the
resistance.

“On this day, in the two
minutes of silence, that

Associated Press

echo sounds exira loud.
When we think of all
the people who were
murdered for who they
were. Who died of hunger
or exhaustion. Or who
fought for peace and
freedom. Our peace and
freedom,” Schoof said.

The national day of
commemoration, at which

flags fly at half staff from
buildings throughout the
counfry, honors military
personnel and  civilians
kiled in conflicts around
the world since the
outbreak of World War Il
It is followed Monday by
celebrations fo mark the
country’s liberation from
Nazi German occupation
at the end of the war.

Not every place in the
country  observed  the
remembrance. Some
predominantly Christian
areas honored the dead on
Saturday, as to not disrupt
the Sunday sabbath.

In The Hague, a few
hundred people gathered
for an alternative
commemoration. A group
of civil servants organized
May 4 inclusive, an event
to remember all victims
of conflict, frustrated with
the Dutch government’s
response to the conflict
in Gaza. According
to the association’s

website, the official event
is foo restrictive. "We
commemorate both the
victims of the past and the
victims of today, regardless
of where, by whom or
when the war, genocide,
persecution or oppression
tfook place. We do nof
want fo exclude anyone,
all victims are given a
place.”

A few  pro-Palestinian
slogans could be seen in
the crowd in Amsterdam.
Later Sunday evening,
two veterans will light a
Liberation Fire to kickstart a
day of celebrations marking
the 80th anniversary of the
end of German occupation
of the Netherlands. Mervyn
Kersh, a 100-year-old
veteran from Britain, and
Nick Janicki, 101, from
Canada will light the flame
in Wageningen, the central
city where German officers
signed the official surrender
in 1945, organizers said.q
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Brazilian police arrest 2 people over alleged plot targeting Lady
Gaga concert in Rio

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) —
Police in Brazil said on
Sunday that two people
have been arrested in
connection with an alleged
plot to detonate explosives
at a free Lady Gaga
concert in Rio de Janeiro.

The Rio event on Saturday
was the biggest show of
the pop star's career that
attracted an estimated 2.5
million fansto Copacabana
Beach and had crowds
screaming and dancing
along.

Felipe  Cury, secretary
of the Rio police, said
authorities  believed the
suspects sought to target
Brazil’'s LGBTQ community.

“They were clearly saying
that they were planning
an attack at Lady Gaga's
concert  motivated by
sexual orientation,” Cury
told a press conference on
Sunday.

Rio Police chief Luiz Lima
saidthe group disseminated
hate speech and violent
content online "aimed af
gaining notoriety in order
to aftract more viewers,
more parficipants — most
of them teenagers, many
of them children.”

Lady Gaga presenta su concierto gratuito en la playa de Copacabana en Rio de Janeiro, el

sdbado 3 de mayo de 2025.

Even as Brazilian authorities
said they arrested suspects
in the hours before Lady
Gaga'’s show, the event
went ahead without
disruption — leading some
to question the seriousness
of the threat. Serious
security concerns typically
lead organizers to cancel
such massive events —
as happened with Taylor
Swift's concerts in Vienna
last year.

Police said said nothing
about the alleged plot at
the time to in an effort to
“avoid panic” and “the
distortion of information.”

A spokesperson for Lady
Gaga said the pop star
and her team “learned
about this alleged threat
via media reports this
morning. Prior to and during
the show, there were no
known safety concerns, nor
any communicatfion from
the police or authorities to
Lady Gaga regarding any
potential risks.”

The statement added:
"Her team worked closely
with  law  enforcement

throughout the planning

and execution of the
concert and all parties
were confident in the

Associated Press
safety measures in place.”

Security  was  tight at
Saturday’'s concert, with
5,200 military and police
officers deployed to the
beach where fans were
reveling in the pop singer’s
classic hits like “Born This
Way,” which became
something of an LGBTQ

anthem after its 2011
release.

Homes in several states
raided

Authorities arrested two

people in connection with
the alleged plot — a man
described as the group’s
leader in the southern state

of Rio Grande do Sul on
illegal weapons possession
charges, and a teenager
in Rio on child pornography
charges. Police did not
elaborate on their exact
roles in the plot or on how
the group came to target
Lady Gaga's free concert.

“Those  involved  were
recruiting participants,
including teenagers,
to carry out integrated
aftacks using improvised
explosives and Molotov

cocktails,” police said.

The Justice Ministry said
that it determined the
group posed a ‘risk to
public order.” It said the
group falsely presented
themselves online as ‘“Little
Monsters” — Lady Gaga'’s
nickname for her fans — in
order to lure teeangers into
“networks with violent and
self-destructive content.”
During a series of raids
on the homes of 15
suspects across several
Brazilian states, authorities
confiscated phones and
other electfronic devices.
Although police said they
believed homemade
bombs were intended for
use in the planned attack(

Mexico’s president says she rejected Trump’s plan to send U.S.
troops across the border

MEXICO CITY (AP) —
Mexican President Claudia
Sheinbaum said on

Saturday that U.S. President
Donald Trump proposed
sending American troops
infto Mexico to help her
administration  fight drug
trafficking but that she
rejected if.

Her remarks to supporters
in eastern Mexico came in
response to a Wall Street
Journal article published
the day before, describing
a tense phone call last
month in  which Trump
reportedly pressured her to
accept abiggerrole for the
U.S. military in combating
drug cartels in Mexico.

"He said, '‘How can we help
you fight drug frafficking?
| propose that the United
States military come in and
help you." And you know
what | said to him?2 ‘No,
President Trump."”

She added: "Sovereignty is
not for sale. Sovereignty is
loved and defended.”
White  House  National
Security Councilspokesman
James Hewitt said in a
statement later Saturday
that Trump has worked
closely  with Mexico's
president “to achieve the
most  secure southwest
border in history.”
“Dangerous
Terrorist

Foreign
Organizations,
however, confinue to
threaten our shared
security and the drugs and
crime they spread threaten

American communities
across the country,” the
statement said. “The

President has been crystal
clear that Mexico must
do more do combat
these gangs and cartels
and the United States
stands ready fo assist and
expand the already close

Mexican President Claudia Sheinbaum attends her morning
press conference at the National Palace in Mexico City, April
2, 2025.

cooperation between our
two counfries.”

The U.S. military presence
has increased steadily
along its southern border
with  Mexico in recent
months, following Trump's
orderin January tfoincrease
the army’s role in stemming

Associated Press
the flow of migrants.

The u.s. Northern
Command has  surged
froops and equipment
to the border, increased
manned surveillance
flights to monitor fentanyl
trafficking along the border
and sought expanded

authority for U.S. Special
Forces to work closely with
Mexican forces conducting
operations against cartels.
Trump designated
many of the gangs and
cartels smuggling drugs
into the U.S. as foreign
terrorist organizations on

Feb. 19, restricting their
movements and lending
low enforcement more

resources fo act against
them.

But Sheinbaum’s hardline
stance Saturday signaled
that u.s. pressure
for unilateral military
intervention would put
her and Trump on a
collision course after
months of cooperation on
immigration and frade.
“We can work tfogether,
but you in your territory
and us in ours,” Sheinbaum
said.q
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Prohibited by law: leaving the island with seashells, white
sand or corals

(Oranjestad)—Often times,
the customs department at
the airport intercepts many
tourists leaving the island
with seashells, white sand
and/or corals as souvenirs.
Conforming to the
international treaty of CITES
and our local law which
protects our Flora & Fauna,
it is absolutely prohibited
to take any seashell,
sand and coral outside

of Aruba. This is to protect
our  environment. The
high number of seashells,
coral and amount of sand
confiscated is very strange
and it is suspected that our
own locals are the ones
selling these to the tourists,
which is unacceptable.

Upon confiscation at the
airport, you can also face a
fine that they have to pay
before leaving. This is surely

not a pleasant experience
for the tourist. This also leads
to a negative reaction
which can put our tourism
in a negative light.

Though we love to
accommodate our
visitors, let's all  give
nafture the respect it
deserves by protecting
our environment.  Stop

collecting seashells, white
sand and corals from our

shores and stop buying or
accepting these from locall
sellers or companies.

We want our future
generations and visitors
fo enjoy the beauty of
our beaches, shells and
corals in a sustainable
way, without destroying

or disrupting the Aruban
ecosystem. Help us protect
what is ours!

Food culture

(Oranjestad) - Like many
other cultures, an impor-
tant aspect of the Aruban
cultural identity is our con-
nection to food and food
traditions. The local food
traditions consist of a melt-
ing pot of different cultural
and religious eating habits
and dishes.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner
The routine of breakfast,
lunch and dinner on the
island is one that does not
completely follow a Euro-
pean or American routine,
despite the major influ-
ences from these parts of
the world on our culture
and way of living. When it
comes to the three impor-
tant meals of the day, most
of the Aruban population
follows a Latin-American in-
fluenced routine.

Breakfast

Breakfast in Aruba is quite
simple: a cup of coffee
or tea, some bread, and
sometimes an egg. Some-
fimes, due fo the need of
a quick "“to-go” breakfast,
you may also find many
snack frucks and cafes that
sell sandwiches, pastechis

(meat pie), arepas and
empanadas early in the
morning.
Main Meal

The main meal is typically
eaten in most households
around noon or in the af-
ternoon. This can consist of
meaft, fish, and chicken—
stewed or fried—with fun-
chi (polenta) or rice with
stewed vegetables. Often,
fried or boiled plantain
or pan bati (Aruban pan-
cake) isincluded. Stews are
a staple in Aruban cuisine
and can are largely influ-

in Aruba

enced by Latin-American
and Latin/Afro-Caribbean

nique stews and soups from
the ABC Islands* include
sopi di bonchi cora (red
kidney bean soup with pig
tail), sopi mondongo (fripe
soup), carni stoba (beef
stew), comcomber stoba
(West Indian gherkin stew)
and much more.

Dinner Time

Dinner time can vary signifi-
cantly from household to
household. Unlike the U.S.
or in Europe, dinner time
typically does not consist
of awhole (warm) meal. In-
stead, the evening "meal”
can typically consist of
something lighter, like a
sandwich, though it is not
uncommon to see leftovers
from the main meal reheat-
ed and eaten again. Tea
and coffee are often also
served with the evening

snack.

(Religious) Holidays
Christmas is probably the
biggest global holiday, and
every culture has its own
spin on what their Christmas
cuisine entails. In Aruba, our
Christmas cuisine is again
largely based on Latin-
American influences, most
notably form Venezuela.
Ayacas and the famous
pan di ham* are two cru-
cial holiday dishes, along
with stuffed turkey, roasted
glazed ham topped with
pineapples, arroz con pollo
(rice and chicken) and po-
tato salad, among other
items. Traditional drinks in-
clude ponche crema (Aru-
ban eggnog), chuculati
pinda (hot chocolate with
peanut butter), and home-
made fruit punch. Desserts
include, bolo di pistachio
(pistachio cake), bolo di
cashupete (cashew cake),
quesillo (flan), bolo preto
(dark fruit cake), drigidek
(gingerbread), pan boyo
(bread cake) and more.

Snacks and tasty delights

Besides meals and dishes
that are eaten on the din-
ner table, Aruba also has a
food tfradition that includes

= ~

snacks and other tasty de-
lights that you may eas-
ily find around the island.
These include, Saco*, bas-
ket, pastechi, kroket, dedi-
tos, Johnny cake and more.
These snacks are usually
sold at local snack frucks
and cafes, often located
on the side of the road. In
the area of Tanki Leendert
and Tanki flip, for example,
there are many of these
frucks parked on the side
of the road and often open
until late at night—offering
tasty and filing snacks post
night-life fun.

*ABC Islands: Aruba, Bo-
naire and Curacao

*Pan di ham: Derived from
the Venezuelan Pan de

Jamon (rolled up bread
with ham, raisins and olives)
*Saco: Saco literally means
"bag”. Saco contains fried
potatoes, plantains, chick-
en (and ribs) and a Johnny
cake, served in a paper
bag.

Source: Voeding, voedings-
gewoonten en gerechten
op Aruba (Nutrition, Food
Traditions and Dishes on
Aruba) by Biblioteca Na-
cional Aruba
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Discover all the benefits that Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has to offer

So please, for your next frip to
Aruba book directly with us at
Aruba Quality Apartments &

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality service
in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apartments (46
Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites).

Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at affordable
daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished and non-
smoking. There is free WIFl on the premises and free international phone
calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-water pool, a fit-
ness room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside. Free parking. And

a security guard at night.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently located less than 1
mile from Aruba’s beautiful Eagle Beach, restaurants, hospital / phar-
macy, casino’s, 2 large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cinema and @

golf course.

Suites.

Marisellq,
Alec.(]

Don't hesitate to contact us...
Aislinn,

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites
Tel: (297)-582-0697
WhatsApp: (297)-734-3008

Janique &

Email:
info@arubaqualityapartments.com

Website:
www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Toll Free Calls from the USA & Cana-
da: 1-888-415-1095

Toll Free Calls from the Netherlands:
085-009-0218

Office Hours: Monday - Friday:
8am-7pm. Saturday & Sunday:
9am-5pm.

Facebook: @qualityapartments In-
stagram: aruba_quality_apts
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Create museum memories

ORANJESTAD — Museums
are an integral part of con-
serving and honoring cul-
tures, and Aruba is no ex-
ception. Our Island has a
wide selection of various
museums for our locals and
visitors to see. Take this op-
portunity to learn about our
island and experience a
different day beyond the
beach. Let us infroduce to
you these museums.
Museum of Industry Aruba
The Museum of Industry is lo-
cated in San Nicolas—bet-
ter known as the art capital
of Aruba. This museum ex-
hibits the industrial history of
gold, aloe, phosphate, oil
and tourism through elabo-
rated displays and multi-
media installations.

The Museum of Industry is
situated in the Water Tower
in San Nicolas and narrates
Aruba’s industrial history,
which began in the 19th
century. The Water Tower
was built in 1939 and con-
sists of three sections: the
substructure, the high-rising
vertical shaft, and the tank
at the top. The Water Tow-

. S e

er was purchased by the
Monuments Fund in 2003 so
it can be restored and pre-
served as one of Aruba’s
monuments. The Museum
of Industry is part of Aruba
Museum Foundation (Fun-
dacion Museo Aruban),
which is a foundation set
to maintain, preserve, and
protect the Aruban cultural
sector, history, and nature.
The museum of Industry is
open daily from 9 am till 6
pm.

For more information,
check out their Facebook
page Museum of Industry
Aruba.

Archaeological Museum of
Aruba

The Archaeological Mu-
seum of Aruba is located
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at Schelpstraat 42 in down-
town Oranjestad. The reno-
vated historic Ecury com-
plex in the area has been
fransformed from a family
home to a modern muse-
um that preserves Aruba’s
Amerindian cultural heri-
tfage. This 21st century mu-
seum is especially designed
fo preserve valuable arti-
facts dating back fo the
Pre-Ceramic period of 2500
BC.

In the late 1980's, AMA
identified its need for an
adequate housing for its
collection and activities.
After studying various op-
fions, a project proposal
was drawn up, including
the acquisition and restora-

tion of historical buildings in
downtown Oranjestad.

These historical buildings
were formerly the proper-
ty of the Ecury family. The
“Ecury Complex”, is a clus-
ter of single and ftwo-story
historic  buildings, mainly
Dutch colonial architecture
from the late 19th and 20th
century on a plot of ap-
proximately 1.700 m2.

In 1997, the Aruban Govern-
ment bought the complex
for the National Archaeo-
logical Museum project.
In 2004, a financial agree-
ment was signed with the
European Development
Fund and in 2006, restora-
tion and construction work
began on the monumen-
tal buildings and the soon-
to-be exhibition space. In
December 2007, the key to
the complex was delivered
and the museum's employ-
ees moved to the new lo-
cation. The final design for
the exhibit was completed
in  November 2007 and
the permanent exhibitf, fi-

nanced by the Aruban
Government and the Union
of Cultural Organizations
(UNOCA), opened in July
2009.

At the new location, the
Natfional  Archaeological
Museum Aruba disposes of
approximately 500 m2 for
its permanent exhibit. This
exhibit conveys information
on the origin and culture of
the first inhabitants of the
island through archaeo-
logical objects and mod-
ern exhibition techniques.
The new permanent exhibit
gives the visitor an insight
info the cultures that in-
habited the island in Pre-
Historical and Early Histori-
cal times. The museum also
hosts attractive public pro-
grams, including lectures,
educational projects, tem-
porary exhibits and work-
shops.

The museum is open daily
from 9:30 am fill 4:30 pm.
For more information check
out the Facebook page
Museo Arqueologico Nao-
cional Aruba.
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Visit the |slcmd s popular cave sﬂes'

(Oranjestad)—Among the
endless sea of dark brown
sand and cacti, there are
two caves hidden in the
outskirts of San Nicolas, in
the north-eastern area of
the island. These caves,
The Quadiriki cave and The
Fontein Cave are open to
visitors of the Arikok Na-
tional Park, so if you ever
decide to take an “off-
road” tour in the park, be
sure to visit these prehis-
toric caves...and be sure to
bring a flashlight!

Quadirikiri Cave

Known for its two cham-
bers accompanied by a
skylight, the Quadikiri Cave
is the most popular cave
among locals and tourists,
as it is easy to walk through
and provides great lighting
for pictures.

As with all prehistoric or an-
cient sites, there is always
a folk legend that adds to
the lore and mystery of the
site. The Quadirikiri cave
is no different. The most
well-known legend behind
the cave could be consid-
ered as Aruba’s first love
story, as it tells the tale of
the undying love between
the chief's daughter and
her beloved. As legend
would have it, the chief
disapproved of his daugh-
ter's choice of lover, as
he thought him unworthy.
Stubborn and filled with an-
ger, the daughter refused
to turn away her beloved.
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So, the chief decided to
lock her up in the Quadirikiri

Cave, in hopes that she
would soon cam down
and turn away her lover.
Her beloved, in turn, was
locked away in the Tunnel
of Love (Now known as the
Huliba Cave).

Through the pathways un-
derneath the Tunnel of
Love running up to the
Quadiriki cave, the two

love bird found each other,
and refused to let each

other go. Because of their
stubbornness, they both
died in the Quadiriki Cave,
their ascending spirits burn-
ing two holes in the ceiling
of the cave. This is why the
cave has two holes through
which  sunlight  passes
through fo illuminate the
chamber.

Though there have been
discoveries of Amerindian
drawing on the wall, these
have mostly been ruined
by vandalism. However,
the Fontein Cave further
up north, provides a beftter
glimpse in prehistoric Amer-
indian paintings.

Fontein Cave

Longer than the Quadirikiri
Cave, the Fontein Cave
contains pathways that
stretch to the limestone
walls further down. Here
is also where prehistoric
drawings can be seen.
Though this cave does not
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have its own legend, this
was speculated to have

been occupied—or at
least used by prehistoric Ar-
awak seftlers on the island
for rituals and other spirituall
ceremonies.

The Huliba Cave/ Tunnel of
Love

The Huliba Cave, formerly
known as the Tunnel of
Love, was once open to
the public, and was the
biggest and most acces-
sible of all three caves. This
cave had five chambers,
including one that is heart-
shaped. This cave had nar-
row stairs that led to long
pathways deep info the
cave, with a staircase lead-
ing to the exit on the other
side. In one of the cham-
bers, there used to be the
carving of the Virgin Mary,
put there for the protection
of the cave.

However, the Huliba Cave
has been permanenily
closed for a few years now,
as a way to preserve the
bat population that lives
in the cave. These Long
Tongue Fruit Bats and In-
sect Eater Bats are very im-
portant to the ecosystem of
the island. Though this cave
is no longer accessible to
the public, it surely is inter-
esting tfo learn more about
the history of these caves
and the Awarak fribes that
resided or utilized them.

Do note that these caves
are very dark, humid, hot,
and are inhabited by bats.
Do wear comfortable
clothing and shoes, as the
pathways in these caves
may be rough and bumpy,
and don't forget to bring a
flashlight!
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Blackstone Beach

(Oranjestad)—Named af-
ter its most recognizable
feature, the Blackstone
Beach almost represents
the opposite of the typical
Aruban beaches. For one,
it has black sand and is
covered in black smooth
stones. Secondly, it lies on
the northern side of the is-
land, away from the white
sandy beaches of in the
southern region. So, if you
feel up for something differ-
ent—or if it's opposite day,
visit the Blackstone Beach.
Blackstone Beach shows
the more natural side of
Aruba: the stones that cov-
er the beaches and the
shape of it has been craft-
ed for thousand years via
volcanic eruptions, coral

reef movements and wave
activity of the rural northern
part of the island.

Located further east to the
Natural Bridge and Andi-
curi Beach, the Blackstone
Beach is relatively easy
fo access. Once you get

passed the Ayo Rock For-

mation, take the Andicuri
road leading up to Andicuri
Beach. There, you can park
your car and take a Tkm
hike towards Blackstone
Beach.

This beach forms part of

the Arikok National Park
and is therefore a site that
is preserved. This is why if is
also relatively untouched
by commercial influenc-
es. Despite being called
a beach, do notfe that it
is not advised to swim in
the water, as the current is

SHOESLT %
very strong and can eas-
ily stray you further in the
wild ocean. However, you
can still enjoy a spectacu-
lar view of the stones and
the northern ocean that
stretches out in front of the
beach and take a picture
with your friends or family!

Meet our Aruban trailblazers:

Padu Lampe

(Oranjestad)—This  week
we remember one of
our most beloved Aru-
ban giant, Juan Chabaya
Lampe—better known as
Padu Lampe or Padu del
Caribe. As one of the most
important and renowned
artists in the Aruban cultural
sphere, Padu’s long career
led him to be honored to-
day as “the father of cul-
ture.”

On April 26th, 1920, Juan
Chabaya Lampe "“Padu
Lampe/Padu del Caribe”
was born in Nassaustraat,
Oranjestad. He grew up in
a happy musical environ-
ment, and it is because of
this that he developed a
love for music. Starting from
the age of 12, he was ag-
ile in the clarinet, mandolin
and cuatro. Henry Lampe,
his father, was also a well-
known pianist and musi-
cian.

In a publication of the infor-

mative seminar, "“Observ-
er”, from august 1st, 1962,
Padu’s many merits and
friendly personality stood
out. It was said that he was
an excellent pianist with a
personal style and full of
surprises. Secondly, though
the composer was not too
familiar with music theory,
he showed innovations in
his compositions.  Lastly,
Padu was a promoter of
Creole music around the
world.

One of the most important

moments in Aruban history,
in which he was able to wit-
ness first-hand, was the first
radio broadcast on the is-
land on March 20th, 1954.
Here, he was accompa-
nied by Antillean guitarist
Julian Coco and Hubert
“Loi” Booi.

In the art world, Padu was
also a known painter. Dur-
ing his youth, he made
several painting using his
unique style. In 1939, he
parficipated in an art ex-
hibit in New York, where he
won a bronze medal for his
painting “Typical View of
Aruba.”

Padu remained a popular
artist within the Dutch Antil-
les and the Caribbean as a
pianist, singer, author and
painter. Padu Lampe was
a local artist who became
renowned in Venezuelq,
Colombia, The U.S. and
The Netherlands too. In the
1950s, he sold no less than
50 thousand copies of his
long-playing albums (LPs).

Padu Lampe was a multi-
faceted artist, inspired by
his interest in parapsychol-
ogy and supernatural phe-
nomenon. He wrote three
books in Papiamento on
the subject in 1986, which
was published by the Aru-
ban National Printing Press
with sponsorship provided
by the Prince Bernhard
Funds Netherlands Antfilles.
Besides that, Padu passed
his exam on “Society fo Ad-

vanced Ethical Hypnosis”
in 1964 in New Jersey. He
received a certificate as
a hypnotechnician, which
gave him the authority to
practice hypnosis in some
states.

Over the course of his co-
reer, he received many
accolades and awards in
Aruba, Curacao, Venezu-
ela and the Netherlands.
Padu del Caribe passed
away on November 29th,
2019, at the age of 99 years
old. Padu brought the Aru-
ban culture around the
world. His legacy will re-
main ingrained in the Aru-
ban cultural history, and
he will be known forever as
one of the most influential
frailblazers of our commu-
nity.
Padu will

always be in

Aruba’s  heart, because
he had composed various
special songs dedicated
to the mothers of the is-
land; his song “Sonrisa di un
baby” (“A baby’s Smile”)
has been written in three
different languages. Padu
also wrote our natfional an-
them "“Aruba Dushi Tera”,
along with Mr. Rufo Wever.
This song was approved by
the government of Aruba
and was named the offi-
cial anthem of the island in
1976.

Other songs that have
been considered as being
almost a second anthem
for Arubans is the special
composition he wrote for
his wife Daisy Croes called
"Abo so”. Daisy later
passed away in 1994,
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor

(Oranjestad)—At the south
east coast of the island,
standing alone on a
windswept and barren land
stands a popular Aruba
landmark - a large anchor.
It overlooks the sea just
beyond, watching over the
shipping lanes.

It stands there in memory
and in honor of all seamen
who have lost their life at
seq.

Where to Find the Anchor?
The anchor is a “must see”
landmark when vyou visit
Aruba.

It is among the most
photographed  historical
landmarks for the island.
You want to maoke sure
you add this stop on your
itinerary when your visiting
the south coast of Aruba.
The bright red anchor
against the backdrop of the
deep blue Caribbean sea
and the azure blue skies,
make a great backdrop for
your vacation pictures.

The anchor is located at
the entrance to Gate 6 to
the former Lago Colony. It
is on the ouftskirts of Seroe
Colorado, on the south
east point of the island at
the “T" junction fo Baby
Beach.

Depending on  where
you are staying on the
island, follow the signs that
indicate the way to Baby
Beach.

Once you reach the
T-junction, it will be right in
front of you.

About the Anchor
Size

[t will be hard to miss the
anchor, it's huge! The
anchor that weighs 21,772
kilos, is approximately 10
feet 6 inches wide and 15
feet, 6 inches tall.

On the anchor there are
some numbers. The 4112
and 4115, which are
believed to be the serial
numbers that refer to the
“fluke” or horizontal and
vertical parts of the anchor,
respectively.

The number 21772K refers
to the weight of the anchor

in kilos.

This type of anchor was
manufactured by Hoesch

Dortmund Horde, af
a foundry located in
Germany.

Where did the Anchor

Come From?

There are a number of
stories as to the origins of the
anchor, which one do you
think it was2 (Unfortunately
the mystery has never been
solved, so your imagination
can pick which one you
think it might be!)

Story 1:

“According fo Mr. Manuel
M. Curiel, an ex-Lago Tug
Captain, afullyladen VLCC
(Very Large Crude Carrier)
was seeking a mooring at
the 15-mile anchorage,
known as Bara, on the
southern part of the island.

This is the wusual shallow
mooring location for ships
awaiting orders, etc. The
weather was rough with
strong current.

The normal procedure is
that they would walk out
three  shackles (about
90 feet) unfil the anchor
touches the bottom while
the chain must rest on the
bottom. Subsequently, they
will walk out some exira
shackles and when the
ship starts to swing or lean
on one side, the anchor is
properly set.

Because of the rough
weather, unfortunately
they did not get the time to
walk out the extra tackles
and because of the tension
exerted on the winch, it
broke, and they lost the
anchor and its chain.*

Story 2:

“Mr. Curiel also said that
at one time a small tanker
with a Korean crew, while
liffing their anchor also
lifted another anchor near
the inner harbor.

When the ship asked for
assisfance, he went with
his tugboat along with
a barge, to help. But
eventually they had to
cut the chain and let the
anchor go to the boftom
because they could not

untangle them. "

How Did The Anchor
Become a Landmark?
Sometime between 1980
and 1985, three gentlemen
(Mr. Wim Martinus - the
Harbormaster of Aruba;
Mr. August Genser - the
ex-Division Superintendent
of Lago’s Laboratory; and
Mr. Willie Davis — Owner
of Filtec at Zeewik in San
Nicolas), were having
a conversation with  Mr.
Charlie Brouns Jr. at his
famous Charlie’'s Bar and
Restaurant in San Nicolas.

Charlie, who was a
visionary and had dreams
for developing the San
Nicolas area, told these
gentlemen that he would
like to come wup with
something innovative for
the San Nicolas area to
draw tourism to the area.

The “anchor”, which at that
fime was being stored af
the Oranjestad harbor, was
suggested as an option.

Charlie liked the ideal
He then contacted the
President of Lago for
permission to acquire the
anchor.

He was granted permission
and the anchor was then

relocated to ifs present
location and dedicated
“To All Seamen” on the
occasion of the closing of
the Lago Oil Refinery on
March 31, 1985.

Through the Years
Through the vyears the
Anchor was slowly
weathering from the wind
and salt.

As time passed, sadly the
origin and purpose of the
anchor slowly faded away
from people’s memories.

After Charles Brouns Jr died
on September 15, 2004, his
friend Mr. Sam Speziale,
requested assistance from
the management of Valero
Aruba Refinery tfo help
maintain the monument.

The Valero Aruba Refinery,
graciously sandblasted
and painted the anchor
and poured a concrete
pad around it.

On April 17, 2005, the
anchor monument was
rededicated “To All
Seamen” in a formal

ceremony in memory of

Charles Brouns Jr.

Today, the anchor stands
both as memorial to all
seaman who have lost
their lives at sea, but also
as a silent reminder that
Seroe Colorado is part of
San Nicolas and that San
Nicolas is still a vibrant and
important part of the island
of Aruba.

The Best Time to Visit
When your planning your
visit to the south end of
the island, you will want to
include in your itinerary the
many things to see and do
there. The anchor will be
just one of these stops.

With that being said, we
have to say, if you enjoy
catching a sunrise, the
anchor is one of the best
places on the island to
catch the sunrise.

But in readlity, anyfime
is a good fime fto Vvisit,
depending on your

personal schedule.
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CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS DOWN
1 Puts in 1 Car part
the oven 2 Trade fair
6 Exams 3 Aid
11 River illegally T
bend 4 Shipping R
12 Snow weight A
house 5 Stockholm ﬁ
13 Led to setting
oppor- 6 Neaten
tunities the room 21Had 33 Spot
15 Morse bit 7 Sense lunch to jot
16 Calendar of self 22Cook’s 34 Peak
box 8 Leisurely need 35 Glided
17 Court 9 Matador's 24 Small dog, 36 Musical
18 Disgusted  foe for short number
20 Kyoto 10 Mediocre 25 Middle- 38 Privy to
setting 14 Pop earth 39 Gumbo
23 Plumbing 18 Dis- resident vegetable
conduits concerted 26 Pig’s digs 40 Manipula-
27 Full range 19 Turning 30 School tive one
28 Battery point break 42 Take to
unit 20 Traffic 31 Hooded court
29 Yard plus snarl snakes 43 Foofaraw
a bit T 2 B |2 | & 7 [8 9 [0
31 Snug - -
32 Express
stop 18
34 Cart
puller
37 Taxi
38 Debt note
41 United in
the face
ofa
challenge
44 | ess
45 Find
charming
46 Borders
47 Sub
sounder
AXYDLBAAXR
isSLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another, In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

59 CRYPTOQUOTE
ANNSYPF XZKS, DB AY]JU
RUUDR AYSU NPU ANPF

NXRMZKAU TZKU, CYMW DU ZR

MWU KWYUJ NXRMZKAU.
— LZKS OZ7ZT

Cryptoquote: TO DESCRIBE MY
MOTHER WOULD BE TO WRITE ABOUT A
HURRICANE IN ITS PERFECT POWER. — MAYA

ANGELOU

Cruise ship Schedule: May 1 - 11 2025

| ARR | | DEPT | | BERTH |
THU | | 01 | | CELEBRITY SILHOUETTE 09.00 | | 23.00 C 1
SUN | | 04 | | FREEWINDS - Dept. Feak 122,30 G .
TUE | |06 | | CARNIVAL MAGIC 08.00 | | 22.00 C 1
WED | | 07 | | FREEWINDS 06.00 | | **** E 1
SUN | | 11| | FREEWINDS - Dept. PR 22,30 E -

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When traveling to another
country, especially for the first time, it is
always befter to be over-prepared than
under-prepared. That is why we have a list
of basicbut important information that we
think may come in handy to Aruba’s visi-
fors.

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates on 110V to 127V
supply voltage and 60Hz. There are also
three types of outlets used on the island:
type A with two flat prongs; type B with
two flat and one grounding prong, and
on occasion, type F with two round prong
and two earth clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly found in homes
and establishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows through the sinks of
every house, hotels and other establish-
mentsis distiled and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba'’s drinking water exceeds WHQO's in-
ternational standards for water quality, so
there is no need to buy bottled water from
the store.

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may vary depending
on where you are staying on the island.
Generally though, most supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or 10pm, Monday
through Saturday. On Sundays, supermar-
kets generally close earlier; mostly around
2pm.

Safety

Since February 2024, Aruba has been cat-
egorized as the safest country in the Carib-
bean by The Telegraph, and many tourist
that visit have often told us how they feel
safe to explore the island or walk around
at night. However, rare incidents do oc-
curs, so keep yourself and your belongings
safe.
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Here's why May the 4th is celebrated as Star Wars
Day across the galaxy

A collection of “Star Wars” memorabilia is displayed at Rancho Obi-Wan, a nonprofit museum in

Petaluma, Cadlif., on Thursday, May 1, 2025.

By ANDREW DeMILLO
Associated Press

It didn’t begin a long time
ago or in a galaxy far far
away, but every May 4 it
feels like images, memes
and promotional deals
involving “Star Wars” have
an inescapable gravity.
May 4 — or May the 4th,
as fans say — has evolved
over the years into Star
Wars Day, an informal holi-
day celebrating the space
epic and ifs surrounding
franchise.

What is Star Wars Day?e
Star Wars Day was created
by fans as a sly nod to one
of the films’ most popular
catchphrases, “May the
force be with you.” Get it2
Good, now May the 4th
be with you too.

It's not an official holi-

day but has become so
well-known that even
former President Joe Biden
marked it last year when
“Star Wars” actor Mark Ha-
mill dropped by the White
House a day beforehand.
“| think it's a very clever
way for fans to celebrate
their passion and love for
‘Star Wars’ once a year,”
said Steve Sansweet,
founder and executive
chairman of Rancho Obi-
Wan, a nonprofit museum
in California that has the
world’s largest collection
of “Star Wars” memorao-
bilia.

How did it begine

The phrase “May the 4th

be with you" was used by
fans in the years after the
first film was released in
1977, and even appeared
in a British political ad in
1979 celebrating Margaret
Thatcher's victory as prime
minister on May 4 that
year.

For some fans, the official
Star Wars Day comes on
May 25, the date of the
first film's release. The Los
Angeles City Council even
declared the date to be
Star Wars Day in 2007,
although the California
Legislature voted in 2019
fo designate May 4 as Star
Wars Day.

How has it spread?

May the 4th caught on
informally among fans
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through inside jokes shared
on social media and view-
ings of the films to mark the
occasion. Businesses even-
tually joined in on the fun,
with brands ranging from
Nissan to Jameson Whiskey
running ads or posting on
social media about it.
Disney, which acquired Lu-
casfim in 2012, embraced
the day as a way to further
promote the franchise

with merchandise, spe-
cial screenings and other
events surrounding the
brand.

Not all “Star Wars” fans are
enthused about how ubig-
vitous the once-under-
ground joke has become.
Chris Taylor, a senior editor
at Mashable and author

of “How Star Wars Con-
quered the Universe,” la-
bels himself a “May the 4th
grinch” in part because of
its commercialization.

“I love a good dad joke as
much as anyone, but my
God you can take it too
far,” Taylor said.

In western Germany, a
Protestant congregation
held a Star Wars-themed
service Sunday, German
news agency dpa re-
ported. Pastor Samuel Dorr
and some of his congre-
gants wore costumes and
decorated their church in
Bensberg.

How is it being celebrated
this year?

The day is being celebrat-
ed on alarge and small
scale this year.

COSTA LINDA

Wanted to buy

wk 51 & 52

3 bdrm will pay $250,000.
Want wk 7 2bdrm pay $55,000.
3 bdrm $75,000.

jillkaiserman@newindow.net
318343

Editor
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V.
Aruba Bank N.V. Acc.#332668
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V.

Acc.#23951903
RBCRoyal Bank Acc.#1330772

Editors

Pilar Flores
Richard Brooks
Angenette Figuereo

Sales

Mark Gomes
Sulaika Croes

Classifieds

classified@cspnv.com

Distribution and Collection

accounting@bondia.com

Social / Website

Juan Luis Pinto

Weststraat 22
T: 582-7800
E: news@arubatoday.com

W: www.arubatoday.com
@arubatoday

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Paradera: Tel.588 6638
San Nicolas:
Aloe:Tel.584 4606

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

IAruba Food Bank
Tel. 588 0002

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook

ARUBA TODAY NEWS
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Gavuff taking a lot of positives from her performance in Madrid
despite loss to Sabalenka in final

By TALES AZZONI
AP Sports Writer
MADRID (AP) — Coco
Gauff got past  the
disappointment of losing

the Madrid Open final to
Aryna Sabalenka and was
celebrating a solid week
that will make her the top-
ranked American woman

on Monday.

The 2l-year-old Gauff
is set to reach No. 3 in
the world, moving past
counfrywoman Jessica
Pegula.

“Overall there's a lot
of positives to  take,”
Gauff  said.  “Obviously

disappointed with maybe
how | played (in the final).
| feel like | could have
showed up better. But |
went from an 0-6 set in the
first round and made it to
the final, so happy with
that. Obviously hoping for

United States’ Coco Gauff reacts during the Madrid Open tennis
final against Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus in Madrid, Spain,

Saturday, May 3, 2025.

more next time.”

Gauff lost in straight sefts
— 6-3, 7-6 (3) — to the
top-ranked Sabalenka on
Saturday. She had started
her campaign by rallying to
a 0-6, 6-2, 7-5 victory over
Dayana Yastremska, then

Associated Press
picked up straight-set wins
over Ann Li, Belinda Bencic,

Mirra Andreeva and
second-ranked Iga Swiatek
in the semifinals. Gauff

overpowered Swiatek in
a commanding 6-1, 6-1
victory.

“Speaking on the week as
a whole, on the ground
I think today was like the
only day where | felt really
tested, and obviously in my
first round, too,” Gauff said
after the final. “So there’s a
lot of positives to take, and
| think especially coming
maybe from the last few
weeks where | didn't feel as
confident on the ground, |
think it is a step in the right
direction, and just trying to
look at the positives of it all.
| don't like losing, first final
loss since the French Open,
so it's a feeling that | know |
don't like.”

It was only the second loss
in a WTA tour final for Gauff,
with  the other coming
against Swiatek at the 2022
French Open.

“I hate losing a lot, and
especiallyin finals, because
it's like you're so close,”

Gauff said. “But obviously if
| can lose this and go a few
more finals undefeated
I'll take that. Each fime
it's a learning experience,
and maybe | needed to
feel this loss again to be
moftfivated again, even

more motivated for the
next one.”

The 2023 US. Open
champion squandered

a set point at 5-4 in the
second set in the final
against  Sabalenka in
Madrid. She lost 17 points
in arow at one stage in the
first set on the Caja Magica
center court. Gauff had
four more winners than
Sabalenka, but also seven
more unforced errors.

“My first serve has been
such a weapon this week,
so just wish | could have
served better (in the final),”
Gauff said.g

Caitlin Clark returns to lowa in Fever’s exhibition game against
Brazil despite leg injury

By JOHN BOHNENKAMP
Associated Press

IOWA CITY, lowa (AP) —
Caitlin Clark made the shot
everyone came to see.
Clark stopped late in the
third quarter of Sunday’s
WNBA preseason game
between the Indiana Fever
and the Brazilian national
team and launched a
3-pointernearthe “22" logo
on lowa’s Carver-Hawkeye
Arena court. It was the spot
where she hit the shot in
her senior season in 2024
that made her the all-time
leading scorer in NCAA
women's basketball, and
of course it went in.

This shotf, with 25 seconds
left in the third quarter,
capped Clark’s  return
to the arena where she
broke records on her way
to becoming the NCAA
Division | all-time scoring
leader.

Clark, starting her second
season with the Fever,
scored 16 pointsinIndiana’s
108-44 win.

Clark’s day was
bookended by shots
that were reminiscent of
her career with lowa's
women's basketball team
— her first 3-pointer came
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Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark reacts to a fan during the first half of an exhibition

women’s basketball game against Brazil, Sunday, May 4, 2025,

from the fip of the beak on
lowa’s “Tigerhawk” logo at
midcourt 34 seconds info
the game.

And after both shots went
in, the crowd response
sounded just like all the
shots she made in front of
sellout crowds as she led
the Hawkeyes to back-
to-back appearances
in the NCAA national
championship game in her

final two seasons.
Clark, dealing with a leg
injury that kept her out

of Saturday’'s preseason
opener against the
Washington Mystics,

played almost 19 minutes,
and that was enough to
please the capacity crowd
of 15,400. She finished the
game making é of 10 shots,
and added six rebounds
and five assists.

in lowa City, lowa.
Associated Press

It was Clark’s second game
back at the arena since
she left the Hawkeyes —
she had her jersey No. 22
retired in a ceremony after
lowa’s 76-69 win over USC
on Feb. 2.

“I've fold my teammates
they're going to be here
cheering for me, yes, but
they're also going to be
here cheering for you and
our entire team,” Clark

said before the game.
“And | think that's what's
so great about these fans,
is they really rally around
the entire team. It's not just
myself, and that's what |
love about it.”

Clark was greeted with a
loud ovation when she took
the court before the game,
and the noise confinued
throughout the day. The
crowd noise for Clark’s
pregame infroduction
reached 116 decibels, and
the first 3-pointer recorded
117-decibel applause.

That kind of a response
wasn't a surprise to Fever
coach Stephanie White.
“I've seen the Caitlin Clark
stuff  from the outfside
looking in and being on the
television side and certainly
being an  opponent,”
said White, who called
some of Clark's games
while  working at ESPN
and went against her last
season as the coach of the
Connecticut Sun. “For us
to be able to bring Caitlin
back here and to bring our
feam here to experience
this fan base"Get them
involved, get them loud.”]
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Plans are unclear for Kentucky Derby winner Sovereignty and oth-
ers with the Preqkness 2 weeks away

By GARY B. GRAVES
Associated Press
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Sov-
ereignty’'s Kentucky Der-
by victory in the muck at
Churchill Downs sparked
curiosity over whether the
colt can build on his sig-
nature win over a possibly
drier, faster surface on the
Triple Crown frail.

The question now is wheth-
er that test will come soon-
er or later.

Hall of Fame frainer Bill Mott
didn’t sound like someone
preparing Sovereignty for
a trip to Baltimore to run in
the 150th Preakness Stakes
on May 17 at Pimlico Race
course, offering a cautious
approach Sunday.

“The great thing about
the Triple Crown is that not
many horses are able fo do
it,” Mott said, referring to
American Pharoah in 2015
and Justify in 2018. “I be-
lieve that he'’s a big, strong
horse and if you're ever
going fo look at one and
say, OK, if that's your goal
and the goal of the owner,
it's still in the best interest of
the horse. But we're going
fo look long tferm.”

The immediate futures for
horses that finished just
behind Sovereignty or
skipped the Derby alto-
gether remained muddy,
as well.

Two-time Triple Crown-win-
ning frainer Bob Baffert re-
turned to Churchill Downs
after a four-year suspen-
sion with two entries but
scratched Wood Memorial
winner Rodriguez, pointing
him toward the Preakness.
Fellow Hall of Famer Todd
Pletcher scratched his lone
Derby entrant, Grande, on
Friday. There's also a large
group of hopefuls who
earned Derby points dur-
ing qualifying and could
try other Triple Crown stops.
The Preakness is the short-
estrace at 1 3/16 mile, but
its quick two-week turn-
around from the 1 1/4-mile
Derby often gives pause
for frainers and ownership
groups. With the Belmont
Stakes set for June 8, five
weeks after the Derby and
separated three weeks
from the Preakness, that
race is viewed by many as
a preferred opftion.

Sovereignty, ridden by Junior Alvarado, left, crosses the finish line to win the 151st running of the
Kentucky Derby horse race followed by Journalism, ridden by Umberto Rispoli, at Churchill Downs
Saturday, May 3, 2025, in Louisville, Ky.

That final jewel of the Triple
Crown, taking place at
Saratoga Race Course in
upstate New York for a sec-

bome and Joln e FUN

ond consecutive year, fea-
tures the same distance as
the Derby because of the
shape of the frack instead

Associated Press

of its traditional 1 1/2-miles.
Redemption might be in
order for Derby runner-up
Journalism, who fell short

as the 3-1 favorite. Trainer
Michael McCarthy was not
available to talk to report-
ers Sunday but praised his
colt's effort to rally info the
lead briefly before Sover-
eignty, the 7-1 third choice,
overtook him in the stretch
and won by 1 1/2 lengths.
“He made a nice middle
move, then on the turn for
home he opened up,” Mc-
Carthy said after the race,
“but | saw the blue silks
coming at us and | knew
that was the one we were
going to have to be con-
cerned about. He ran the
best he could and ran a
very good race. But the
winner ran a betterrace.”
Final Gambit charged from
last to finish fourth among
19 horses, and frainer Brad
Cox saidd

Operations Hours

Everyday from 10am till 6pm
We have DOUBLE points

BINCO

Play Every Day

Bingo starts at 4:30PM
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Sign up and become a VIP Member.
C-. ID required upon redemption!

.;?_) Located at RIU Antillas.For more info call: For more info call:5257777 or Follow us on
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Palm Beach - When you think
of a restaurant that pleases the
needs of a whole family or a
large group of people with all
different tastes? Think Water's
Edge Restaurant. Located at
the shore of Aruba’s most won-
derful beach, The Eagle Beach
Aruba. Water's Edge Restau-
rant is guaranteed to serve you
a fantastic magical night to re-
member. Whether you prefer to
enjoy the view from indoors air
conditioned comfort, outdoors in
the soft tropical breeze or under
a palapa with your toes in the
sand. This spectacular restaurant
offers the best ocean view sun-
set or sky full of stars dinner while
the crispy Caribbean night wind
caresses your face and plays
with your hair.

From the minute you arrive there
will be a great staff welcoming
you with the most contagious
smiles and warmth. The intense
menu with a great variety of ap-
petizers, main courses and deli-
cious desserts will not disappoint.
Seafood, Steaks and inferna-
fional favorites. All on one menu
specially made just for you.

Culinary Voyage
Start  your gastronomic jour-

ney with a scrumptious ap-
petizer such as the Maryland
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy
Calamari or the mouthwatering
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp.
You can also opt for a classic

b e

ar’'s va
of Costa Linda Beach Resort
Water's Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find!

French Onion Soup, a Lobster
Bisque or the famously Water's
Edge House Wedge, a crisp
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce
topped with homemade blue
cheese dressing, diced tomao-
toes, chopped bacon, caramel-
ized pecans and blue cheese
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic
reduction. This followed by the
Chef’'s special of seafood such
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned
and grilled, topped with lemon
cilantro butter and served with
homemade mashed potatoes
and fresh asparagus, a nice
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet-
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will
have their fix with choices of a
devourable 220z. Bone-In “Tom-
ahawk™ Rib-Eye, pan seared in
garlic infused oil and finished in
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our
steaks options are seasoned with
a blend of kosher salt and freshly
cracked black pepper. Served
with homemade mashed pota-
toes, seasoned vegetables and
a choice of red wine reduction,
green peppercorn demi glace,
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue
cheese butter. For extra sides the
options are delectable. Fresh as-
paragus, seasonal vegetables,
mashed or baked potatoes, fries
or rice and beans. Combine
your personal choice with one of
the most exclusive wine from the
great selection of international
wines fo compliment your dish.
Kids will enjoy every item of the
specially compiled kids menu
and there are also optional dish-
es for all vegans, vegetarians
and gluten-free guests. To end
the culinary voyage with some
luscious sweetness, the desserts
are wild. From a piece of coco-
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot
cake, chocolate brownie or our
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and
amaretto served with choco-
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not
to mention the fresh and light
piece of key lime pie.

AND INDULGE IN THE ULTIMATE CARIBBEAN EXPERIENCE

www.costalinda-aruba.com

Creating memories

If you are planning a birthday
dinner, here you will receive a
nice boftle of champagne to
take home with you to extend
your experience even further
whether on the beach or your
own private balcony.

Live entertainment

Just about every day of the
week, there is a different live
entertainment by the best local
arfists for you to enjoy. Whether
you're in a romantic mood, or
more in a swinging mood, there
is absolutely a night especially
for you where you can combine
great music with delicious cock-
tails mixed with concoctions. In
addition, Water's Edge offers
three daily Happy Hours from
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again
from 9pm-10pm with all premium
brands specially priced.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Whether you join us for breakfast,
lunch or dinner, Water's Edge
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed
and inspirational dining experi-
ence overlooking the beautiful
Eagle Beach with spectacular
ocean views. Gather with friends
and family for drinks and appe-
tizers or a night of pampering
and relaxation.

can wi’r this amazing experience in the heart

Thank you to all our guests
From the bottom of our hearts,
we would like to Thank all of
our guests who showed us
so much love and support
all throughout the year, and
hopefully will continue to do so
in the years fo come. What we
are most grateful for is that we
could get back to doing what
we love, which is looking after
our guests. So, thank you for
every dinner, lunch, breakfast,
every to-go order, every glass
of wine, every birthday, an-
niversary and date-night that
you spent with us this last year.
To our new guests, Welcomel!
We hope you to see you back
soon!

GYWATER’S EDGE

" RESTAURANT & BAR

"Water's Edge Restaurant is
where magnificent beach views,
amazing food and excellent
service come tfogether.”

Water's Edge is open daily from
8am-11pm

To reserve your table please
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or
direct line +297 586-9494

For more information about
the menus, entertainment and
hours, please visit the website
watersedge-aruba.com
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