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As Musk gained power in Washington, his popularity has fallen, 
an AP-NORC poll finds
By CHRIS MEGERIAN 
and AMELIA THOMSON-
DEVEAUX 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Elon 
Musk spent years building 
cachet as a business titan 
and tech visionary, brush-
ing aside critics and skep-
tics to become the richest 
person on the planet.
But as Musk gained power 
in Washington in recent 
months, his popularity has 
waned, according to a poll 
from The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Af-
fairs Research.
Just 33% of U.S. adults have 
a favorable view of Musk, 
the chain-saw-wielding, 
late-night-posting, cam-
paign-hat-wearing public 
face of President Donald 
Trump's efforts to downsize 

and overhaul the federal 
government. That share is 
down from 41% in Decem-
ber.
"It was a shame that he 
crashed and burned his 

reputation," said Ernest 
Pereira, 27, a Democrat 
who works as a lab techni-
cian in North Carolina. "He 
bought into his own hype."
The poll found that about 

two-thirds of adults believe 
Musk has held too much 
influence over the fed-
eral government during 
the past few months — al-
though that influence may 
be coming to an end. The 
billionaire entrepreneur is 
expected to leave his ad-
ministration job in the com-
ing weeks.
Musk is noticeably less 
popular than the overall 
effort to pare back the 
government workforce, 
which Trump has described 
as bloated and corrupt. 
About half of U.S. adults 
believe the Republican 
president has gone too far 
on reducing the size of the 
federal workforce, while 
roughly 3 in 10 think he is on 
target and 14% want him 
to go even further.
Retiree Susan Wolf, 75, of 
Pennsylvania, believes the 
federal government is too 
big but Musk has "made a 
mess of everything."
"I don't trust him," she said. 
"I don't think he knows what 
he's doing."
Wolf, who is not registered 
with a political party, said 
Musk's private sector suc-
cess does not translate to 
Washington.
"He thinks you run a gov-
ernment like you run a 
business. And you don't do 
that," she said. "One is for 
the benefit of the people, 
and the other is for the 
benefit of the corporation."
Much of the downsizing 
has been done through so-
called the Department of 
Government Efficiency, or 
DOGE, which was Musk's 
brainchild during last year's 
campaign. Thousands of 
federal employees have 
been fired or pushed to 
quit, contracts have been 
canceled and entire agen-
cies have been brought to 
a standstill.
Musk has succeeded in 
providing a dose of shock 
therapy to the federal 
government, but he has 
fallen short of other goals. 
After talking about cut-
ting spending by $1 trillion, 
he has set a much lower 
target of $150 billion. Even 
reaching that amount 
could prove challenging, 
and DOGE has regularly 
overstated its progress.

He is expected to start 
dedicating more time to 
Tesla, his electric auto-
maker that has suffered 
plummeting revenue while 
he was working for Trump. 
Musk told investors on a re-
cent conference call that 
"now that the major work 
of establishing the Depart-
ment of Government Effi-
ciency is done," he expects 
to spend just "a day or two 
per week on government 
matters."
Musk, in his work for the 
administration, has contin-
ued a political evolution 
toward the right. Although 
the South African-born en-
trepreneur was never easy 
to categorize ideologically, 
he championed the fight 
against climate change 
and often supported Dem-
ocratic candidates.
Now he criticizes "the woke 
mind virus" and warns of the 
collapse of Western civiliza-
tion from the threats of il-
legal migration and excess 
government spending.
Musk's increasingly conser-
vative politics are reflected 
in the polling. Only about 
2 in 10 independents and 
about 1 in 10 Democrats 
view Musk favorably, com-
pared with about 7 in 10 
Republicans.
In addition, while about 7 
in 10 independents and 
about 9 in 10 Democrats 
believe Musk has too much 
influence, only about 4 in 
10 Republicans feel that 
way.
Mark Collins, 67, a ware-
house manager from Mich-
igan who has leaned Re-
publican in recent years, 
said Musk "runs a nice, tight 
ship" at his companies, 
"and the government defi-
nitely needs tightening up."
"He's cleaning up all the 
trash," he said. "I love what 
he's doing."
Republicans are much less 
likely than Democrats to be 
worried about being affect-
ed by recent cuts to fed-
eral government agencies, 
services or grants. Just 11% 
said they are "extremely" or 
"very" concerned that they 
or someone they know will 
be affected, while about 
two-thirds of Democrats 
and 44% of independents 
have those fears.q

Elon Musk flashes his T-shirt that reads "DOGE" to the media 
as he walks on South Lawn of the White House, in Washington, 
March 9, 2025.
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Trump says Columbus Day will now just be Columbus Day
By NICHOLAS RICCARDI 
Associated Press
President Donald Trump 
made clear Sunday that he 
would not follow his prede-
cessor's practice of recog-
nizing Indigenous Peoples 
Day alongside Columbus 
Day in October, accusing 
Democrats of denigrating 
the explorer's legacy as he 
pressed his campaign to 
restore what he argues are 
traditional American icons.
Democrat Joe Biden was 
the first president to mark In-
digenous Peoples Day, issu-
ing a proclamation in 2021 
that celebrated "the invalu-
able contributions and resil-
ience of Indigenous peo-
ples" and recognize "their 
inherent sovereignty."
The proclamation noted 
that America "was con-
ceived on a promise of 
equality and opportunity 
for all people" but that 
promise "we have never 
fully lived up to. That is es-
pecially true when it comes 

to upholding the rights and 
dignity of the Indigenous 
people who were here long 
before colonization of the 
Americas began."
Trump on Sunday used a so-
cial media post to declare, 
"I'm bringing Columbus Day 
back from the ashes." He 
said on his Truth Social site 
that "the Democrats did ev-
erything possible to destroy 
Christopher Columbus, his 
reputation, and all of the 
Italians that love him so 
much."
The federal holiday, the 
second Monday in Octo-
ber, was still known as Co-
lumbus Day during Biden's 
term, but also as Indigenous 
Peoples Day. That's been a 
longtime goal of activists 
who wanted to shift the fo-
cus from commemorating 
Columbus' navigation to 
the Americas to his and his 
successors' exploitation of 
the indigenous people he 
encountered there.
Though Trump has long ob-

jected to telling the coun-
try's history through a lens 
of diversity and oppression, 
the holiday he seeks to re-
store to its primacy was 
added to the calendar as a 
nod to the country's grow-
ing diversity.
Columbus' expeditions 
never touched the North 
American continent, let 
alone any land that is now 
part of the United States. 
But the native of Genoa 
became increasingly com-
memorated in the United 
States as Italian immigrants 
flocked to the country and 
politicians sought to win 
their support.
Indeed, it was the lynch-
ing of 11 Italian-American 
immigrants in New Orleans 
in 1891 that led to the first 
Columbus Day celebration 
in the United States, led the 
following year by President 
Benjamin Harrison. Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt 
designated Columbus Day 
as a national holiday in 

1934.
Trump has long complained 
about Democrats tearing 
down statues of Colum-
bus, a complaint he made 
again in Sunday's post. In 
2017, he spoke out against 
a review of the 76-foot-tall 
statue of the explorer in 
New York's Columbus Cir-
cle that then-Mayor Bill de 

Blasio had ordered. It re-
mains in place today, but 
other statues have been 
defaced or torn down.
In 2020, Trump's administra-
tion paid to restore a Colum-
bus statue in Baltimore that 
was dumped in the harbor 
during protests against the 
police murder of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis.q

The grand entry of hundreds of Native American and Indigenous 
dancers begins with the staff procession during the annual 
Gathering of Nations powwow in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on 
Friday, April 25, 2025. 

Associated Press

Lawsuit says migrants endure isolation and intimidation at U.S.’ 
Guantanamo detention center
By MORGAN LEE 
Associated Press
Immigration and civil rights 
advocates have renewed 
concerns that immigrants 
detained at Guantanamo 
Bay are being held in ex-
treme isolation, cut off from 
meaningful access to legal 
counsel or candid com-
munication with relatives, 
according to a new court 
filing Saturday.
In a lawsuit brought on be-
half or two Nicaraguan im-
migrants held at the U.S. 
Navy base on Cuba, attor-
neys say there is a climate 
of "extreme fear and intimi-
dation" that interferes with 
constitutional rights to due 
process and legal counsel.
The revised lawsuit asks a 
federal judge in Washing-
ton to intervene on behalf 
of all future immigrants at 
Guantanamo, which au-
thorities have used as a 
way station for immigrants 
whom President Donald 
Trump calls "the worst," 
with final removal orders, 
as his administration seeks 
to ramp up mass deporta-
tions.
"Officers at Guantánamo 

have created a climate of 
extreme fear and intimida-
tion where immigrant de-
tainees are afraid to com-
municate freely with their 
counsel," the lawsuit says, 
adding that conditions are 
more restrictive than at 
mainland detention facili-
ties, prisons and in some in-
stances law-of-war military 
custody at Guantanamo 
Bay.
U.S. Southern Command, 

which oversees the base, 
declined to comment on 
the lawsuit and referred re-
quests to the Department 
of Homeland Security, 
which did not immediately 
respond to an email Satur-
day.
In March a federal judge 
ruled against advocates' 
attempts to help migrants 
at Guantanamo and pre-
vent further transfers there, 
days after the administra-

tion moved all migrants out 
of the facility.
Two Nicaraguans who 
arrived since then have 
submitted court declara-
tions charting their journey 
through detention centers 
in Louisiana to Cuba and 
describing their anguished 
concerns that phone con-
versations are being moni-
tored and might lead to 
punishment or reprisals.
Attorneys have no in-per-

son contact with clients 
at the base and say they 
are chained and placed 
in restraints during legal 
calls that are broadcast on 
speakerphone with officers 
seated outside an open 
doorway. That undermines 
the right to confidential 
communication and at-
torney-client privilege, the 
lawsuit says.
The complaint also says 
some detainees have 
been interrogated by the 
FBI about possible gang af-
filiation while surrounded by 
military officers. One per-
son was stripped in search 
of a missing toothbrush, 
and another was locked in 
a concrete cell with no win-
dows or lights for four days, 
it adds.
"I have been allowed to 
speak to my family about 
20 times. Each call is about 
5 minutes," Johon Suazo-
Muller said in a written dec-
laration to the court that 
was translated into English.
He said he immigrated to 
the U.S. from Nicaragua in 
October 2023 in search of 
asylum from political con-
flict and a better life.q

In this Aug. 29, 2021, photo reviewed by U.S. military officials, a flag flies at half-staff as seen from 
Camp Justice in Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba.

Associated Press
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The FBI mistakenly raided their Atlanta home. Now the Supreme 
Court will hear their lawsuit
By SUDHIN THANAWALA and 
LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press
ATLANTA (AP) — Before 
dawn on Oct. 18, 2017, FBI 
agents broke down the 
front door of Trina Martin's 
Atlanta home, stormed into 
her bedroom and pointed 
guns at her and her then-
boyfriend as her 7-year-old 
son screamed for his mom 
from another room.
Martin, blocked from com-
forting her son, cowered in 
disbelief for what she said 
felt like an eternity. But within 
minutes, the ordeal was over. 
The agents realized they had 
the wrong house.
On Tuesday, an attorney 
for Martin will go before the 
U.S. Supreme Court to ask 
the justices to reinstate her 
2019 lawsuit against the U.S. 
government accusing the 
agents of assault and bat-
tery, false arrest and other 
violations. A federal judge in 
Atlanta dismissed the suit in 
2022 and the 11th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals up-
held that decision last year. 
The Supreme Court agreed 
in January to take up the 
matter. The key issue before 
the justices is under what cir-
cumstances people can sue 
the federal government in an 
effort to hold law enforce-
ment accountable. Martin's 
attorneys say Congress clear-
ly allowed for those lawsuits 
in 1974, after a pair of law 

enforcement raids on wrong 
houses made headlines, and 
blocking them would leave 
little recourse for families like 
her.
FBI Atlanta spokesperson 
Tony Thomas said in an email 
the agency can't comment 
on pending litigation. But 
lawyers for the government 
argued in Martin's case that 
courts shouldn't be "second-
guessing" law enforcement 
decisions. The FBI agents did 
advance work and tried to 
find the right house, making 
this raid fundamentally dif-
ferent from the no-knock, 

warrantless raids that led 
Congress to act in the 1970s, 
the Justice Department said 
in court filings starting under 
the Biden administration.
In dismissing Martin's case, 
the 11th Circuit largely 
agreed with that argument, 
saying courts can't second-
guess police officers who 
make "honest mistakes" in 
searches. The agent who led 
the raid said his personal GPS 
led him to the wrong place. 
The FBI was looking for a sus-
pected gang member a few 
houses away.
Martin, 46, said she, her then-

boyfriend, Toi Cliatt, and her 
son were left traumatized.
"We'll never be the same, 
mentally, emotionally, psy-
chologically," she said Friday 
at the neat, stucco home 
that was raided. "Mentally, 
you can suppress it, but you 
can't really get over it."
She and Cliatt pointed out 
where they were sleeping 
when the agents broke in 
and the master bathroom 
closet where they hid.
Martin stopped coaching 
track because the start-
ing pistol reminded her of 
the flashbang grenade the 

agents set off. Cliatt, 54, said 
he couldn't sleep, forcing 
him to leave his truck driv-
ing job.
"The road is hypnotizing," 
he said of driving tired. "I 
became a liability to my 
company."
Martin said her son became 
extremely anxious, pulling 
threads out of his clothes 
and peeling paint off walls.
Cliatt initially thought the raid 
was a burglary attempt, so 
he ran toward the closet, 
where he kept a shotgun. 
Martin said her son still ex-
presses fear that she could 
have died had she confront-
ed the agents while armed.
"If the Federal Tort Claims Act 
provides a cause of action 
for anything, it's a wrong-
house raid like the one the 
FBI conducted here," Martin's 
lawyers wrote in a brief to the 
Supreme Court.
Other U.S. appeals courts 
have interpreted the law 
more favorably for victims of 
mistaken law enforcement 
raids, creating conflicting le-
gal standards that only the 
nation's highest court can 
resolve, they say. Public-in-
terest groups across the ideo-
logical spectrum have urged 
the Supreme Court to over-
turn the 11th Circuit ruling. Af-
ter breaking down the door 
to the house, a member of 
the FBI SWAT team dragged 
Cliatt out of the closet and 
put him in handcuffs.q

Toi Cliatt, left, and Trina Martin stand outside the home which the FBI mistakenly raided in 2017, in 
Atlanta on Friday, April 25, 2025. 
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More than 100 immigrants detained at an 
illegal after-hours nightclub in Colorado

By JOHN RABY 
Associated Press
More than 100 immigrants 
suspected of being in the 
United States illegally were 
taken into custody early Sun-
day following a federal raid 
at an illegal after-hours night-

club in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, authorities said.
Video posted online by the 
Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration showed agents an-
nouncing their presence 
outside the building and 
ordering patrons to leave 

with their hands up. Other 
videos showed dozens of 
people fleeing the building 
through its entrance after 
federal agents smashed a 
window. Later, dozens of sus-
pects were shown in hand-
cuffs standing on a sidewalk 
waiting to be transported.
During his second stint as U.S. 
president, Donald Trump 's 
unprecedented campaign 
of immigration enforcement 
has pushed the limits of ex-
ecutive power, and he has 
clashed with federal judges 
trying to restrain him. The 
crackdown has included 
detaining more than 1,000 in-
ternational college students, 

some of whom have seen 
their legal status restored, at 
least temporarily. The policies 
have slowed immigration at 
the southern border to a rela-
tive trickle.
On Sunday in Colorado, 
U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement took the 
club-going immigrants into 
custody, said Jonathan Pul-
len, special agent in charge 
of the DEA's Rocky Mountain 
Division. "Colorado Springs is 
waking up to a safer com-
munity today," he said. The 
city, Colorado's second larg-
est, lies about 70 miles (113 
kilometers) south of Denver.
More than 300 law enforce-

ment officers and officials 
from multiple agencies re-
sponded to the nightclub, 
which had been under inves-
tigation for several months 
for alleged activities includ-
ing drug trafficking, prostitu-
tion and "crimes of violence," 
Pullen said at a news confer-
ence. Cocaine was among 
the drugs found, he said.
"When the cops showed up 
at the door, most of the drugs 
hit the floor," Pullen said.
An undisclosed number of 
guns were seized, he said.
"Nothing good ever happens 
after 3 a.m.," the DEA's Rocky 
Mountain Division posted on 
the social platform X.q

In this image taken from video released by the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration, officers stop a patron from a 
nightclub where a raid occurred Sunday, April 27, 2025, in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 
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Russia launches nearly 150 drones against Ukraine as Trump says 
he doubts Putin's desire for peace
By VOLODYMYR YURCHUK 
and ELISE MORTON 
Associated Press
KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Russia 
launched a sweeping drone 
assault and airstrikes across 
Ukraine early Sunday, killing 
at least four people, officials 
said, after U.S. President Don-
ald Trump cast doubt over 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin's willingness to end 
the war.
Three people died and four 
were wounded in airstrikes 
on Kostyantynivka in the 
Donetsk region of eastern 
Ukraine, the regional pros-
ecutor's office said. Another 
person died and a 14-year-
old girl was wounded in a 
drone attack on the city of 
Pavlohrad in the Dniprop-
etrovsk region, which was 
hit for the third consecutive 
night, Gov. Serhii Lysak said.
The attacks came hours af-
ter Russia claimed to have 
regained control over the 
remaining parts of the Kursk 
region that Ukrainian forces 
seized in a surprise incursion 
in August 2924. Ukrainian offi-
cials said the fighting in Kursk 
was still ongoing.
Trump said Saturday he 

doubts Putin wants to end 
the more than 3-year-old 
war, expressing new skep-
ticism a peace deal can 
be reached soon. Only a 
day earlier, Trump had said 
Ukraine and Russia were " 
very close to a deal."
"There was no reason for 
Putin to be shooting mis-
siles into civilian areas, cit-
ies and towns, over the last 
few days," Trump wrote in 
a social media post as he 
flew back to the U.S. after at-

tending the funeral of Pope 
Francis at the Vatican, where 
he met briefly with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy. Trump also hinted at fur-
ther sanctions against Russia.
The Trump-Zelenskyy con-
versation was the first face-
to-face encounter between 
the two leaders since their 
heated Oval Office meet-
ing at the White House on 
Feb. 28.
U.S. Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said Sunday the com-

ing week would be "very criti-
cal," and that the U.S. would 
need to "make a determina-
tion about whether this is an 
endeavor that we want to 
continue to be involved in."
Asked on NBC's "Meet the 
Press" about possible con-
cessions to Russia, Rubio 
emphasized the need to 
be "grownups and realistic."
"There is no military solution 
to this war. The only solution 
to this war is a negotiated 
settlement where both sides 

are going to have to give 
up something they claim to 
want and are going to have 
to give the other side some-
thing they wish they didn't," 
he said.
Russia fired 149 exploding 
drones and decoys in the 
latest wave of attacks, the 
Ukrainian air force said, add-
ing that 57 were intercepted 
and another 67 jammed.
One person was wounded 
in drone attacks on the 
Odesa region and one 
other was hurt in the city of 
Zhytomyr. Four people were 
also wounded in a Russian 
airstrike on the city of Kher-
son on Sunday, local officials 
said.
Russia's Defense Ministry 
said air defenses shot down 
five Ukrainian drones in the 
border region of Bryansk, as 
well as three drones over the 
Crimean Peninsula, which 
was illegally annexed by 
Russia in 2014.
Five people were wound-
ed when Ukrainian forces 
shelled the city of Horlivka 
in the partially occupied 
Donetsk region, said the 
Russian-installed Mayor Ivan 
Prikhodko.q

In this photo taken from video distributed by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Sunday, 
April 27, 2025, a Russian Army 152mm howitzer Giatsint-B fires towards Ukrainian positions in 
Kherson, Ukraine.

Associated Press

Greenland’s prime minister says island can’t 
be bought and U.S. isn’t showing respect
By JAMES BROOKS 
Associated Press
LYNGBY, Denmark (AP) — 
New Greenlandic Prime 
Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen 
said Sunday that U.S. state-
ments about the mineral-rich 
Arctic island have been dis-
respectful and that Green-
land "will never, ever be a 
piece of property that can 
be bought by just anyone."
Nielsen made the remarks 
in defiance of U.S. President 
Donald Trump's interest in 
taking control of the strate-
gic territory as Nielsen stood 

side by side with Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederiksen on 
the second day of a three-
day official visit. Greenland is 
a semi-autonomous territory 
of Denmark.
"The talks from the United 
States have not been re-
spectful," Nielsen said at 
a news conference at the 
prime minister's Marienborg 
official residence in Lyngby, 
12 kilometers (8 miles) north 
of Copenhagen.
"The words used have not 
been respectful. That's why 
we need in this situation, we 

need to stand together," he 
added.
Political parties in Greenland, 
which has been leaning 
toward eventual indepen-
dence from Denmark for 
years, recently agreed to 
form a broad-based new 
coalition government in the 
face of Trump's designs on 
the territory.
Greenland's government 
said that Nielsen's three-day 
visit, which began Saturday, 
was aimed at future coop-
eration between the two 
countries.

"Denmark has the will to in-
vest in the Greenlandic soci-
ety, and we don't just have 
that for historical reasons. We 

also have that because we 
are part of (the Danish) com-
monwealth with each other," 
said Frederiksen. q

Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen, right, and 
Greenland's Prime Minister Jens-Frederik Nielsen smile during 
their meeting at Marienborg in Kongens Lyngby, Denmark, 
Sunday, April 27, 2025. 
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51 deaths reported in Gaza from Israeli strikes, bringing the war's 
Palestinian toll to over 52,000
By WAFAA SHURAFA and 
SAMY MAGDY 
Associated Press
DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip 
(AP) — Hospitals in the Gaza 
Strip received the remains 
of 51 Palestinians killed in 
Israeli airstrikes in the past 
24 hours, the local Health 
Ministry said Sunday, bring-
ing the Palestinian death 
toll from the 18-month-old 
Israel-Hamas war to 52,243.
Israel ended its ceasefire 
with Hamas by launching a 
surprise bombardment on 
March 18, and has been 
carrying out daily waves of 
strikes. Ground forces have 
expanded a buffer zone 
and encircled the south-
ern city of Rafah, and now 
control around 50% of the 
territory.
Israel has also sealed off 
Gaza's 2 million Palestin-
ians from all imports, includ-
ing food and medicine, for 
nearly 60 days. Aid groups 
say supplies will soon run 
out and that thousands of 
children are malnourished.
The overall death toll in-
cludes nearly 700 bodies 
for which the documenta-
tion process was recently 
completed, the ministry 
said in its latest update. The 
daily toll includes bodies re-
trieved from the rubble af-
ter earlier strikes.

Israeli strikes killed another 
23 people after the minis-
try's update.
Eight of them, including 
three children and two 
women, were killed in a 
strike on a tent in the south-
ern city of Khan Younis, ac-
cording to Nasser Hospital. 
A strike in the central city 
of Deir al-Balah killed four 
people, according to Al-
Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, and 
another on a tent there 
killed four children and a 

man, the hospital said. A 
strike hit a coffee shop near 
the entrance to the Bureij 
refugee camp in central 
Gaza, killing at least six peo-
ple, according to al-Awda 
and al-Aqsa hospitals.
"My son, my son, why did 
you go out, my son?" one 
man, Eyad Omar, said in 
Deir al-Balah as he mourn-
ed.
Israeli authorities say the re-
newed offensive and tight-
ened blockade are aimed 

at pressuring Hamas to re-
lease hostages abducted 
in its attack on Oct. 7, 2023 
that triggered the war. Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has vowed 
to continue the war until 
Hamas is destroyed or dis-
armed and all the hostages 
are returned.
Hamas has said that it will 
only release the remaining 
59 hostages — 24 believed 
to be alive — in exchange 
for Palestinian prisoners, 

a lasting ceasefire and a 
full Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza, as called for in the 
now-defunct ceasefire 
reached in January.
Hamas-led militants killed 
around 1,200 people, most-
ly civilians, in the Oct. 7 at-
tack and took 251 people 
hostage. Most have since 
been released in ceasefire 
agreements or other deals.
Gaza's Health Ministry says 
women and children make 
up most of the Palestinian 
deaths, but doesn't say 
how many were militants 
or civilians. It says another 
117,600 people have been 
wounded in the war.
The overall tally includes 
2,151 dead and 5,598 
wounded since Israel re-
sumed the war last month.
Israel says it has killed 
around 20,000 militants, 
without providing evi-
dence. The military says it 
tries to avoid harming civil-
ians and it blames Hamas 
for their deaths because 
the militants operate in 
densely populated areas.
Israel's offensive has de-
stroyed vast parts of Gaza 
and displaced around 90% 
of its population, leaving 
hundreds of thousands of 
people sheltering in squalid 
tent camps or bombed-out 
buildings.q

Palestinian mourn their relatives who were killed in an Israeli army airstrike on the Gaza Strip, at the 
morgue of Al-Aqsa Hospital in Deir al-Balah, Gaza, Sunday, April 27, 2025.

Associated Press

Iran’s president visits those injured in port 
explosion that killed at least 40 people

By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
(AP) — Iran's president on 
Sunday visited those injured 
in a huge explosion that 
rocked one of the Islamic 
Republic's main ports, a fa-
cility purportedly linked to an 
earlier delivery of a chemical 
ingredient used to make mis-
sile propellant.

The visit by President Masoud 
Pezeshkian came as the toll 
from Saturday's blast at the 
Shahid Rajaei port outside 
of Bandar Abbas in southern 
Iran's Hormozgan province 
rose to 40 with about 1,000 
others injured.
While Iran's military sought 
to deny the delivery of am-
monium perchlorate from 
China, new videos emerged 

showing an apocalyptic 
scene at the still-smoldering 
port. A crater that appeared 
meters (yards) deep sat sur-
rounded by burning smoke 
so dangerous that authori-
ties closed schools and busi-
nesses in the area.
Containers appeared 
smashed or thrown as if 
discarded toys, while the 
burned carcasses of trucks 
and cars sat around the site.
Authorities described the 
fire as being under control, 
saying emergency workers 
hoped that it would be fully 
extinguished later Sunday. 
Overnight, helicopters and 
heavy cargo aircraft flew re-
peated sorties over the burn-
ing port, dumping seawater 
on the site. Satellite pictures 
taken Sunday by Planet Labs 

PBC and analyzed by The 
Associated Press showed a 
huge plume of black smoke 
still over the site.
Provincial Gov. Mohammad 
Ashouri gave the latest death 
toll, Iranian state TV reported. 
Pir Hossein Kolivand, head of 
Iran's Red Crescent society, 
said that only 190 of about 
1,000 injured remained hos-
pitalized on Sunday, accord-
ing to a statement carried by 
an Iranian government web-
site. The governor declared 
three days of mourning.
Private security firm Ambrey 
says the port received mis-
sile fuel chemical in March. 
It was part of a shipment 
of ammonium perchlorate 
from China by two vessels 
to Iran, first reported in Janu-
ary by the Financial Times. 

The chemical used to make 
solid propellant for rockets 
was going to be used to re-
plenish Iran's missile stocks, 
which had been depleted 
by its direct attacks on Israel 
during the war with Hamas 
in the Gaza Strip.
Ship-tracking data analyzed 
by the AP put one of the ves-
sels believed to be carrying 
the chemical in the vicinity 
in March, as Ambrey said.
"The fire was reportedly the 
result of improper handling 
of a shipment of solid fuel in-
tended for use in Iranian bal-
listic missiles," Ambrey said.
In a first reaction on Sun-
day, Iranian Defense Min-
istry spokesman Gen. Reza 
Talaeinik denied that mis-
sile fuel had been imported 
through the port.q

Containers burn, Sunday, April 27, 2025, after a massive 
explosion and fire rocked a port near the southern port city of 
Bandar Abbas, Iran, on Saturday. 

Associated Press



local A7
Monday 28 April 2025

Adriaan Laclé 
One of Aruba’s richest men in the twentieth century 
(Oranjestad)—The name 
Adriaan Laclé may ring a 
bell to locals as one of the 
bigger roads on the island, 
but about a century ago, 
Adriaan Laclé was a rich 
businessman, well-known 
for his generosity, wealth, 
and taste. 

Adriaan was born in 1866 
and was the eldest of 

six children. Not much is 
known about his childhood 
upbringing or any of his 
earlier business ordeals, but 
during his hay day he often 
helped people get loans, 
was a well-established 
trader, and owned sev-
eral plots of land. In fact, 
he commissioned the con-
struction of the famous La 
Quinta Carmen manor—

now a restaurant. Though 
he himself never lived in 
the beautiful manor, his 
own house also reflected 
his success and good taste. 
Today his house still stands 
in good condition and can 
be found in the back streets 
of main street Oranjestad.
Regarding his personal 
life, it has been said that 
he was married twice dur-
ing his lifetime. He had his 
first daughter during his first 
marriage but lost his wife 

soon after her birth. During 
his second marriage, he 
fathered 16 children. How-
ever, it has been said that 
only 11 of those 17 made 
it past 18 years of age. 
Perhaps two of his most 
well-known daughters are 
Maria Monica Laclé and 
Maria Veneranda Laclé, 
who went on to marry suc-
cessful brothers Eloy Arends 
and Maximilian Arends, 
respectively. Their houses 
are still standing; Eloy and 

Maria Monica’s mansion 
functions as a townhall, 
used to host civil marriages, 
while Maximilian and Maria 
Veneranda’s house stands 
on the opposite side of the 
road to them—though cur-
rently under renovation af-
ter years left in ruin. q

Source: De Kolibrie op de Rots 
(en meer over de geschie-
denis van Aruba) by Evert 

Bongers.

A quick snack for the road: 
Learn how to make the 

Aruban Pastechi!
(Oranjestad)—If you ever been to Aruba before, you 
probably heard of (and even tried) the Aruban Pastechi. 
Beloved by young and old, this tasty treat is a staple for 
party snacks, a quick lunch or even breakfast! 

Here’s how to make the Pastechi dough. 
Ingredients: 
4 cups of wheat flour  
1 tbsp baking powder (if using self-rising flour, omit bak-
ing powder) 
1 tsp salt 
1 tbsp sugar 
0.5 cup of melted butter  
1 cup water 
1 egg 

Directions: 
Sift your flour into a bowl and add all the dry ingredients 
before giving it a quick mix. Next add the butter, water 
and egg and mix until thoroughly combined. At this 
point, your dough will start to get sticky; time for an arm 
workout. Knead your dough into the bowl you are using 
or on a clean surface with some flour lightly dusted until 
its surface is smooth. You'll know your dough is ready 
when it doesn’t stick to your hands or the surface on 
which you’re kneading it. Let your dough rest covered 
for 15-20 minutes.  
After resting, divide your dough into approximately 100 
gram balls and roll it flat with a rolling pin. The thickness 
of the pastechi depends on your taste, but the average 
thinness would be around ¼ inch or so.  
Filling for the pastechis varies according to your taste. 
The easiest and most common filling you’ll find in Aruba 
is a simple cheese filling. For this, we usually use shred-
ded Gouda, but feel free to use any cheese that melts 
well when frying the pastry.  
Place the filling on your rolled out piece of dough, fold 
it in half and pinch the sides shut with a fork. If you have 
a folding tool, feel free to use it for this process. Your 
pastechi is ready for the fryer!  
If you want to store some pastechis for later use, you 
can freeze them. A good tip is to place a piece of wax 
paper in between each pastechi if you are to store them 
on top of one another. This way the pastechis don’t stick 
to each other when defrosting.  
Here in Aruba we enjoy pastechi at any time of the day, 
but it has become almost tradition to eat pastechis for 
breakfast on the way to work. Many roadside snack 
trucks sell pastechi from early morning to noon, and 
offer a variety of fillings like cheese; ham and cheese; 
ground beef and pulled chicken to name a few. q
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Infini introduces their new Menu 13!

(Oranjestad)—Infini proudly in-
troduces Menu 13 — a bold new 
culinary journey featuring 8 me-
ticulously crafted courses where 
local ingredients meet global 
technique, designed with preci-
sion and imagination.

At the helm of Infini is Chef Urvin 
Croes, whose culinary philosophy 
is rooted in passion, tradition, and 

innovation. With experience in 
Aruba’s top hotels and Michelin-
starred kitchens across Europe, 
Chef Urvin is known for creating 
immersive dining experiences that 
blend storytelling with elevated 
cuisine. At Infini—named for “Lim-
itless Possibilities”—he presents 
boundary-pushing dishes that fuse 
classic Aruban flavors with con-
temporary techniques.

Menu 13 is a reflection of Chef 
Urvin’s ongoing mission to elevate 
Aruba as a culinary destination. 
Central to this mission is a deep 
commitment to supporting local 
talent and producers. Infini proud-
ly collaborates with suppliers who 
share the same dedication to 

quality and sustainability, includ-
ing:
 • Farm a Cure Fungi
 • Petite Greens
 • Ceramicas by Rani
 • Happyponics Aruba
 • T2PAN
 • LOVEmade
 • William Jansen
 • Mr. Webo

Together, they bring the best of 
Aruba to the table—one unforget-
table dish at a time.
Infini invites everyone to come 
and savor the 8-course experi-
ence of Menu 13, and experience 
the artistry behind every dish.q

Aruba’s most family-friendly beaches
(Oranjestad)—One of the biggest concerns that 
parents have when travelling with their children 
is a guarantee of their safety and healthy enjoy-
ment. Therefore, we thought it would be a great 
help to travelling parents to list off some the 
most family-friendly beaches around the island.  

Baby Beach in San Nicolas
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s most popular and 
visited beaches, and for good reason: This san-
dy and quiet lagoon is a great place for par-
ents to sit back and relax while their children 
play in the shallow shores of the beach. Beside 
the relaxing atmosphere, there are also several 
services that may accommodate your stay, 
like a parking lot, sun tent rentals, chairs, bath-
rooms and a snack bar right at the far left of the 
beach. 

Mangel Halto in Pos Chiquito
Mangel Halto is situated in the back streets of 

the Pos Chiquito city. Though there are several 
stairs on the sides of the beach cliff leading you 
down, the best spot for families to hang out is 
across the bridge, passed the mangrove trees 
near the entrance sign. Here, there are small 
and big palapas, perfect for big and small fam-
ilies to set up their belongings. In this area, the 
shore is also shallow, falling right around your 
knee before slowly getting deeper: perfect for 
kids to safely play. 

Eagle Beach/Palm Beach in the hotel area
Yet another highly popular beach site, Eagle 
Beach and Palm Beach is where most of our 
visitors go to tan, swim or play in the white sand. 
Because they are near the low-rise and high-
rise hotel areas, these beaches are the most 
accessible for visitors on foot. These beaches 
also offer many palapas free to use, but you 
can also rent chairs and tents. Much like Baby 
Beach, these sites are one of the best beaches 

for your children to play and build sand castles.

Boca Catalina in Malmok
Boca Catalina is a small bay beach near the 
Malmok beach area further down the hotel ar-
eas. Though it may not be a very sandy beach, 
it is relatively quiet and tranquil. This is a great 
place for family to lay down a big blanket and 
have a little picnic. This is also one of the best 
places to snorkel, as this area is filled with little 
fish and corals, even close to the shore. 

Palm Island
Ok, this one is technically not a beach, but a 
must-visit attraction for family fun. This small wa-
ter park oasis is located further down the Man-
gel Halto Beach and is reachable by boat. This 
water park offers 6 hours of fun activities, food, 
drinks, and a chance to see pink flamingoes up 
close! q
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort!
The Aruba Tourism Author-
ity recently had the great 
pleasure of recognizing 
Distinguished Visitors of 
Aruba. The honorees were 
respectively honored with 
a certificate for their years 
of visits, loyalty, and love 
for the island of Aruba. 

The honorary certification 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation 
and to say “Masha Danki” 
to guests who have visited 
Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or 

more consecutively. 

The three levels of honor 
are as follows:
Distinguished Visitor 
(10>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)
Goodwill Ambassador 
(20>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)
Emerald Ambassador 
(35>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:
Distinguished Visitors
Mr. Mark and Mrs. Susan 

Stone from Colona, Illinois, 
United States. 

Ms. Marouska Heyliger, rep-
resenting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and staff mem-
bers of Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort bestowed the cer-
tificate upon the honor-
ees, presented them with 
gifts, and thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their fa-
vorite vacation destination, 
as their home away from 
home.

The top reasons for return-

ing to Aruba provided by 
the honorees were:
•	 The hospitality of 
the Aruban people
•	 Aruba’s weather
•	 Aruba’s beaches
•	 It is easy to get to
•	 Aruba’s fresh sea-
food

On behalf of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, we 
would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and ap-
preciation to the honorees 
for their continued visits to 
the “One Happy Island”.q

Discover the New Menu at CAYA House: A Bold Take on Caribbean Flavors

(Oranjestad)—CAYA House Res-
taurant in Aruba invites you to 
experience a captivating new 
chapter in Latin-Caribbean dining 
with the launch of its latest menu 
items. Set in a beautifully restored 
traditional Cunucu house and sur-
rounded by lush tropical greenery, 
CAYA offers an atmosphere where 
island heritage and modern culi-
nary artistry come together in per-
fect harmony.

Rooted in the rich culinary tradi-
tions of the Caribbean—including 
influences from Cuba, Puerto Rico, 
the Dominican Republic, Aruba, 
Bonaire, Curacao, Mexico, Costa 
Rica, Colombia, Panama, Nicara-
gua, and Venezuela—CAYA is a 
celebration of flavor, warmth, and 
culture.

The new menu is a vibrant tribute 
to that heritage. Each dish is care-
fully curated to reflect the spirit of 
the islands, with a contemporary 
twist that elevates every bite.

Start with the Celery Root Mila-
nesa, a beautifully breaded and 
fried celery root served with a 
fragrant Caribbean curry sauce, 
mango and papaya relish, butter 
bean and potato curry, and sau-
téed spinach. It’s hearty, elegant, 
and deeply satisfying.

Seafood enthusiasts will savor the 
Corvina, pan-fried and glazed in 
pineapple hoisin, accompanied 
by cucumber and pineapple 
salsa, banana beurre blanc, and 
plantain fried rice—a delicate bal-
ance of tropical sweetness and 

savory depth.

The Creole Fish captures the soul 
of the Caribbean with snapper 
pan-fried and layered with Creole 
sauce, avocado salad, tostones, 
pickled onions, and rice and peas. 
It’s a dish rooted in tradition and 
rich in flavor.

For something adventurous, the 
Beef Tataki Chino Latino offers a 
striking fusion of cultures, com-
bining marinated tenderloin with 
potato and beet salad, piccalilli 
mayo, fried onion, cherry toma-
toes, cucumbers, avocado, and a 
zesty Maggi seasoning vinaigrette.

And for those who crave bold 
spice and complexity, the Jerked 
Tuna delivers with a jerk crust, pas-
sionfruit leche de tigre, kefir lime 
oil, annatto oil, aji picante, orange 
crème, cilantro, red
 
onion, and crispy baby calamari—
an unforgettable dish that pushes 
the boundaries of traditional is-
land fare.

At CAYA, every meal is an experi-
ence—a celebration of life, flavor, 
and connection. Whether you're 
planning an intimate dinner or 
a lively gathering, CAYA prom-
ises an evening full of memorable 
moments.q

Reserve your table now and taste 
the new flavors of CAYA. Call 
+297-699 39 82 to book.
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The Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins and its history
(Oranjestad)—The Bushiri-
bana Gold Mill Ruins is one 
of the most visited places by 
tourists on the island, as it lies 
along the northern coast line 
near the mini pool and on 
the way to the Natural Bridge. 
Despite its seemingly plain 
appearance, this ruin repre-
sents one of the most impor-
tant histories of the island: The 
Aruban Gold Rush.

Built in 1872 by English com-
pany Aruba Island Gold Min-
ing Company Ltd, the gold 
mill at Bushiribana was con-
structed in the area where 
most gold was found by 
locals. The story of gold on 
Aruba actually dates back 
to 1725, when a first explo-
ration for gold on the island 
was commissioned by the 
Dutch West India Company. 
Under the leadership of Mr. 
Paulus Printz, a three-year 
search was conducted on 
Aruba, to no avail. Though 
they found some gold, it was 

enough to motivate a further 
search, and the assignment 
was discontinued by Printz 
himself. 

It wasn’t until 100 years lat-
er, in 1824, when a young 
boy found a lump of gold 
while out herding his fa-
ther’s sheep. His father took 
it to a local merchant who 
then sold the lump for $70. 
Unbeknownst to the boy 
and his father, they quite 
literally struck gold, and as 
word got out, a gold fever 

spread among the locals 
who started searching for 
more gold. About 25 pounds 
worth was found. 

At the same time, the Aruban 
government took immediate 
actions, and informed Cura-
cao that gold was found. At 
first, everyone could look for 
gold, as long as they sold it to 
the government. However, 
after some time, the govern-
ment decided to implement 
stricter rules and banned lo-
cal search parties. 

Over the years, concession-
holding had seen different 
companies from around 
the world, all of which used 
primitive methods to dig 
and carve out gold from 
the rocks. Aruba Island Gold 
Mining Company Ltd. was no 
different, but used a unique 
method that involved grind-
ing the rocks and letting the 
dust be blown away by the 
strong northeast wind, leav-
ing clumps of gold behind. 
The next step was melting 

the gold and letting it at-
tach to quicksilver in order 
to obtain pure gold. All these 
processes were done at the 
Bushiribana Gold Mill. 

The gold mill itself had a short 
life-span: only 10 years in 
service, but its structure re-
mained relatively solid till this 
day, and is now a historical 
remnant.q

Sources: Etnia Nativa & gold-
mineranch.com.

Meet Aruba’s biggest hero
Boy Ecury
(Oranjestad)—This past May 4th, 
Aruba as well as The Netherlands 
commemorated those who sadly 
perished during the Second World 
War. As is known around the globe, 
this chapter in world history is one 
of the most tragic yet, and many 
soldiers and rebels have died on 
the frontline during this time. 

One of those rebels who have 
fought against the Nazi regime, 
was an Aruban named Segundo 
Jorge Adelberto “Boy” Ecury. Born 
in Aruba on April 23rd, 1922, Boy 
spent his childhood on the island, 
before being sent to The Nether-
lands by his father when he was 
15 years old to continue his stud-

ies abroad. This was in 1937, three 
years before WWII broke out. 
During the war, he actively partici-
pated in the rebellion in The Neth-
erlands against the Nazi regime, 
but his rebellious streak and con-
stant drive to fight for justice began 
even before the war broke out. Be-
ing a person of color with a Haitian 
heritage living in The Netherlands 
made him vulnerable to discrimi-
nation, and this inspired him to be 
an activist, to stand up and fight 
against discrimination and op-
pression.  After seeing the horrific 
bombings of Rotterdam first-hand, 
he decided to join the resistance. 
At the same time, he was still study-
ing and living with family in Tilburg. 
It was there where he met people 
who printed and distributed the 
rebellion newspaper. This would 
be the first of three rebellion group 
that he would join throughout his 
4-year service to the resistance. 
Boy’s primary task as member of 
the group was to distract the Ger-
man soldiers while others ran into 
hiding into alleyways. This he was 
able to do because of his skin 
color and confronting demeanor. 
Boy also participated in the multi-
ple sabotaging operations against 
the German military occupying 
The Netherlands. These included 
bombings on German military 
trucks and trains. The group also 

helped people go into hiding, as 
well as opened fire against allies 
of the Nazi regime. In these oper-
ations, Boy really stood out for his 
cold bloodedness. 
In 1943, he received a notice to be 
placed for work in Germany. This 
he refused, of course, and went 
into hiding using multiple address-
es in multiple cities. Because he 
was a wanted man, he of course 
could not continue to be active 
as a rebel. However, stubborn and 
naturally rebellious as he was, he 
always tried to join in on the opera-
tions regardless. 
In 1944, after his friend Luis de Lan-
noy, a fellow rebel from Curacao, 
was arrested and executed, he 
moved to Delft, where he joined 
his third and last group in Rotter-
dam. During this time, he wrote a 
goodbye letter for his family, pos-
sibly knowing the risks of him being 
active again in the big cities. 
Eventually, he proved himself right. 
On November 5th, 1944, Boy Ecury 

was arrested by German soldiers. 
He was placed in the “Oranje-
hotel” prison in Scheveningen, The 
Hague, where he was questioned. 
Despite being given away by an 
acquaintance, he himself never 
gave away the names of his com-
rades. Famously, he told his cell 
mate: “I will die with a smile on my 
face.” 
On November 6th, 1944, Ecury was 
executed. He was only 22 years 
old. 
Ecury was buried with military hon-
or. In 1949, the Aruban Govern-
ment erected a monumental bust 
of him in front of what is now the 
linear park trail, and in 1984 he re-
ceived the Resistance Memorial 
Cross postmortem. 
Boy’s life motto was this: “In my fa-
ther’s house, there is no place for a 
traitor.” q 

Source: “De Kolibrie op de Rots (en 
meer over the geschiedenis van 

Aruba)” by Evert Bongers. 
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now
(Oranjestad)—The Aruban culture 
has seen many substantial devel-
opments over the course of a cen-
tury. With the introduction of the 
Lago Refinery at the turn of the 20th 
century, followed by the breakout 
of the Second World War and the 
general incentive for political inde-
pendence during the mid-century, 
a cultural identity on the island be-
gan to take form and have since 
developed through international 
and local influences. 

In the pre-industrial era of the 19th 
century, much could not be said 
about a cultural identity on the is-
land. Still being a part of a Dutch 
colonial territory at the time, as well 
as not having political or econom-
ic autonomy (Curacao was the 
center of commerce, cultural life, 
and political management of the 
Netherland Antilles at the time), 
the small population of Aruba con-
sisted mostly of farmers and fisher-
men, tending to their crops and 
their cattle, or going out to fish to 
provide for their family. As Quito 
Nicolaas states in his article Historia 
di Literatura Arubiano: E Bida Cul-
tural (Literary History of Aruba: Cul-
tural Life), “during the pre-industrial 
period, there were no significant 
economic activity that could have 
created a cultural ambience, with 
only one way to generate profit at 
the time for the sub existence of 
Aruban families.”

It wasn’t until the introduction of 
the Lago Refinery in San Nicolas 
in 1928, that the island saw a small 
boom in cultural manifestations 
and entertainment, as farmers left 
the ‘cunucu’ (country) life to work 
in the refinery, which resulted in 
Aruba acquiring a different eco-
nomic pilar. Before this, entertain-
ment and cultural manifestations 
were mostly experienced by local 
parishes and the island’s elite, who 
often partook in cultural and enter-
taining activities around the island, 
like going to the movie theater or 
coming together to share poetry 
on Sundays after church.  

Literary life
Throughout the 19th century and 
up until the 1940s, there were also 
not much trace of a cultural cli-
mate for the cultural-literary sec-
tor on the island. Primary educa-
tion was introduced on the island 
in the mid-19th century, followed 
by secondary and higher educa-
tion around the late 30’s and 40’s. 
It wasn’t until the 1950s, with the 
introduction of the E.R.N.A agree-
ment in 1951 and the signing of 
the Statute in 1954, which allowed 
more space for and control over 
the economic and cultural devel-
opment of Aruba, that the literary 
life on the island began to grow 
substantially compared to de-

cades before. This was in response 
to local institutions established 
in the 1940s for cultural and liter-
ary growth on the island, but that 
did not yet capture the attention 
of the general public. The 1950 
brought with it a boom of literary 
production on the island, like those 
of V.S. Piternella, as well as migrant 
authors José Ramón Vicioso y 
Rings William Rufus, who have also 
contributed to the literary devel-
opment on the island. The literary 
movement was further promoted 
by local broadcasters Voz di Aru-
ba and Radio Kelkboom, with their 
regular broadcast of literary works. 

The 50s and 60s also saw the influ-
ence of international cultures, es-
pecially that of the United States. 
During this time, because of inter-
national influences as well as the 
continued prosperity of the oil re-
finery, cultural traditions in Aruba 
began to really take form and 
become widespread, as different 
worldly and local concepts were 
introduced in the Aruban society. 
With the establishment of local 

television broadcast station Tele-
Aruba in 1963, and with time and 
possibilities, local programs such as 
“Nos Tera”’ (“Our Land”) started 
to pay more attention to the Aru-
ban culture and worked to form a 
cultural consciousness within the 
community. The 1960s also saw 
the rise of local authors and art-
ists, who were more comfortable 
in producing works in our native 
tongue, Papiamento, but who also 
produced works in Spanish, English 
and Dutch. This new phenomenon 
was in response to the interaction 
between economic growth, indi-
vidual prosperity, cultural life and 
literary expression.
The 21st century

Nowadays, international influence 
on our culture is still prevalent, es-
pecially those from Latin America, 
the United States and The Nether-
lands. Nevertheless, there also ex-
ists a strong cultural identity and 
traditions that are exclusive to the 
Aruban culture, often manifest-
ing during traditional celebrations, 
like Dia di San Juan/Dera Gai (St. 
John’s Day), Dia di Himno y Ban-
dera (National Hymn and Flag 
Day), Camping during Easter and 
much more. With the surge of so-
cial media in the last decade, ar-
tistic voices, especially those of the 
younger generation, has become 
even more prevalent and eas-
ily accessible to the community 
of Aruba through online platforms 
such as Facebook, Instagram and 
TikTok.q

Source: Historia di Literatura Arubiano: 
E Bida Cultural by J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas
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(Oranjestad)—When traveling to another 
country, especially for the first time, it is 
always better to be over-prepared than 
under-prepared. That is why we have a list 
of basicbut important information that we 
think may come in handy to Aruba’s visi-
tors. 

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates on 110V to 127V 
supply voltage and 60Hz. There are also 
three types of outlets used on the island: 
type A with two flat prongs; type B with 
two flat and one grounding prong, and 
on occasion, type F with two round prong 
and two earth clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly found in homes 
and establishments. 

Drinking water
The water that flows through the sinks of 
every house, hotels and other establish-
ments is distilled and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water exceeds WHO’s in-
ternational standards for water quality, so 
there is no need to buy bottled water from 
the store. 

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may vary depending 
on where you are staying on the island. 
Generally though, most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 10pm, Monday 
through Saturday. On Sundays, supermar-
kets generally close earlier; mostly around 
2pm.  

Safety
Since February 2024, Aruba has been cat-
egorized as the safest country in the Carib-
bean by The Telegraph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told us how they feel 
safe to explore the island or walk around 
at night. However, rare incidents do oc-
curs, so keep yourself and your belongings 
safe. 

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

Cruise ship Schedule: April 22 - 30 2025
SERVICE
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San Nicolas

Police	  	    100
Oranjestad	    527 3140
Noord		     527 3200
Sta. Cruz	    527 2900
San  Nicolas	    584 5000
Police Tipline	    11141
Ambulancia	    911
Fire Dept.	    115
Red Cross	    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas		 587 5900
Prof. Taxi	 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S.	 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv.	 280 2828

Aruba Airport 	 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 	 588 0059
Jet Blue		 588 2244
Surinam	 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051
Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

dOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Oduber:  Tel.582 1780
San Nicolas:
Seroe Preto:Tel.584 4833

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

HEALTH

Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002

COSTA LINDA 
Wanted to buy 
wk 51 & 52 
3 bdrm will pay $250,000.  
Want wk 7 2bdrm pay $55,000.  
3 bdrm $75,000.
jillkaiserman@newindow.net
_________________________________318343

Francis Ford Coppola accepts AFI Life Achievement 
Award with tributes from Spielberg, Lucas and more

By KRYSTA FAURIA 
Associated Press
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Steven 
Spielberg proclaimed "The 
Godfather" the "greatest 
American film ever made," 
Robert De Niro teasingly be-
moaned being cast in the 
sequel and not the original 
and Harrison Ford fought 
back tears reflecting on his 
role in the 1974 film, "The Con-
versation."
At the center of it all was 
Francis Ford Coppola, who 
on Saturday received the AFI 
Life Achievement Award at a 
ceremony at Dolby Theatre 
that brought together leg-
endary stars from a seemingly 
bygone era of cinema,
A founding AFI trustee, Cop-
pola's recognition from the 
organization was a kind of 
full circle moment for the 
"Apocalypse Now" director.
"When I was a kid there was 
the Oscars and that was it. 
Now they're going to have 
an award show for the best 

award show," the 86-year-
old said on the red carpet 
ahead of the show. "But this 
is a little different because it's 
a personal recognition of the 
people that you've known all 
your life and your colleagues 
over many years, so it's like 
a homecoming in a way."
"You, sir, are peerless. You 
have taken what came 
before and redefined the 
canon of American film," 
Spielberg said.
Coppola sat between Spiel-
berg and George Lucas, as 
actors and fellow filmmakers 
like Spike Lee, Dustin Hoff-
man, Al Pacino and Morgan 
Freeman took turns gushing 
over the Oscar winner.
"Dreamer of dreams on a 
dime, teller of tales that cost 
and lost millions. But tonight, 
(expletive) the bankers and 
the bank," Freeman said to 
laughs and cheers.
Lucas, Coppola's longtime 
friend and colleague, pre-
sented him with the award. 

The pair have known each 
other for decades and co-
founded their own produc-
tion company, American 
Zoetrope, in 1969.
"You rounded up a bunch 
of young film students, gath-
ered us together. We moved 
to San Francisco, hoping to 
beat the system. And we did. 
Like the filmmakers from the 
dawn of the art form, we had 
no rules. We wrote them, and 
you were holding the pen," 
Lucas said.
Coppola was mostly stoic 
throughout the ceremony as 
Hollywood sang his praises — 
until he accepted the award 
at the end of the night. He 
beamed as he approached 
the stage and thanked the 
room, which was filled with 
some of his family members 
as well as multigenerational 

A-listers.
"Now I understand here, this 
place that created me, my 
home, isn't really a place 
at all, but you — friends, 
colleagues, teachers, play-
mates, family, neighbors, all 
the beautiful faces are wel-
coming me back," he said. "I 
am and will always be noth-
ing more than one of you."
Coppola was the 50th recipi-
ent of the award first handed 
out to John Ford in 1973.qFilmmaker Francis Ford Coppola, right, accepts the 50th AFI Life 

Achievement Award from presenters George Lucas, left, and 
Steven Spielberg on Saturday, April 26, 2025, at the Dolby The-
atre in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press
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Blues score three 2nd period goals to beat Jets 5-1 and tie series 
2-2 Sunday
By DAVID SOLOMON 
Associated Press
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Brayden 
Schenn, Tyler Tucker and 
Justin Faulk each scored 
second period goals to 
help the St. Louis Blues beat 
the Winnipeg Jets 5-1 on 
Sunday to tie their playoff 
series at 2-all after drop-
ping the first two games in 
Winnipeg.
Robert Thomas and Jake 
Neighbours also scored, 
and Jordan Binnington 
made 30 saves for St. Louis, 
which has won 14 straight 
regular season and play-
off games at home dating 
back to Feb. 23.
"We knew where we were," 
Faulk said. "We had a job to 
do when we came back. 
Start with the first one, 
come in and try and play 
well, get to our game. Ob-
viously, the first one went 
pretty well and went our 
way. We knew we had to 
try and recreate that again 
today."
Kyle Connor scored, and 
Connor Hellebuyck made 
13 saves for Winnipeg be-
fore being pulled after 
Thomas scored his second 
goal of the playoffs 2:01 
into the third period.
Eric Comrie made five 
saves in relief of Helle-
buyck, who has allowed at 
least four goals in 10 of his 
last 13 playoff appearanc-
es and has been pulled in 

consecutive games for just 
the second time in his ca-
reer counting the regular 
season.
"I can look at all the goals," 
Jets coach Scott Arniel 
said. "Those are coverage 
goals. Those are things that 
we usually handle pretty 
well. We didn't tonight."
Schenn gave the Blues a 
3-1 lead with 2:37 remain-
ing in the second period 
when he wristed a puck in 
the crease over Hellebuyck 
for his first goal of the play-
offs just five seconds after 
Jets captain Adam Lowry 

returned from serving a 
roughing penalty.
"The benefit of having 
guys like (Jordan) Kyrou, 
Schenn and Neighbours 
on your second line is you 
get favorable matchups 
at home.," Blues coach Jim 
Montgomery said. "Give 
credit to them for taking 
advantage of it, scoring at 
the end of the power play 
and getting that other big 
goal 5-on-5. When you see 
a skilled player like Jordan 
Kyrou being at the net front 
helping create screens, 
you know your team's really 

invested."
Tucker scored his first ca-
reer playoff goal on a slap 
shot from the point to give 
the Blues a 2-1 lead with 
9:04 left in the second pe-
riod. Tucker needed help 
leaving the ice with 4:17 re-
maining in the game after 
his legs slammed into the 
boards awkwardly as Oskar 
Sundqvist delivered a hit on 
Brandon Tanev next to him.
"I don't have an update," 
Blues coach Jim Mont-
gomery said about Tucker. 
"His goal was huge for us 
getting a lead and being 

able to play with the lead. 
I thought he was really ag-
gressive. I thought that was 
his best game of the three 
games."
Neighbours used the blade 
of his stick to deflect a shot 
from Colton Parayko past 
Hellebuyck for his first ca-
reer playoff goal with 23 
seconds remaining in the 
first period.
"It felt really good because I 
felt I had multiple instances 
where I could have made 
a difference on their first 
goal," Neighbours said. "It 
was nice to get one back 
for the team. The emotion 
of it, it's just exciting. It's the 
playoffs, you want to com-
pete for your team and 
help out any way you can. 
It was a good feeling."
Connor scored his third 
goal of the postseason with 
6:02 left in the first period to 
give Winnipeg a 1-0 lead.
"You've got to reset," Jets 
defenseman Luke Schenn 
said. "I don't think anyone 
expected this to be an 
easy series, at least, per-
sonally, I didn't. I watched 
the Blues' last two months 
of the season — they're 
the hottest team in the 
NHL for a reason, and have 
the best home record and 
didn't lose at home down 
the stretch."
The Jets and Blues return 
to Winnipeg for Game 5 
Wednesday night.q

St. Louis Blues' Justin Faulk reacts after scoring against the Winnipeg Jets during the second period 
in Game 4 of an NHL hockey first-round playoff series Sunday, April 27, 2025, in St. Louis.

Associated Press

Brunson scores 32, Towns adds 27, 
Knicks beat Pistons as Game 4 ends 
with missed foul call

By LARRY LAGE 
AP Sports Writer
DETROIT (AP) — New York's 
dynamic duo put Detroit 
on the brink of elimination 
— with an assist from the of-

ficials. Karl-Anthony Towns 
made a go-ahead 3-pointer 
with 46.6 seconds left and 
finished with 27 points, Jalen 
Brunson had 32 points and 11 
assists and the Knicks beat 

the Pistons 94-93 on Sunday 
to take a 3-1 lead in their first-
round playoff series.
Tim Hardaway Jr. shot a 
3-pointer just before the buzz-
er and drew some contact 
from New York's Josh Hart 
that wasn't called a foul at 
the end of a physical game 
with few whistles.
David Guthrie, the crew chief 
for the game, said afterward 
that the officials made a mis-
take.
"After postgame review, we 
observed that Hart makes 
body contact that is more 
than marginal to Hardaway 

Jr. and a foul should have 
been called," Guthrie said.
Had the foul been called, 
Hardaway would have gone 
to the foul line for three free 
throws that could have given 
Detroit the lead.
Instead, the Knicks held on 
to win after rallying from an 
11-point deficit in the fourth 
quarter.
Towns, a 7-foot center, made 
a turnaround fadeaway near 
the baseline with 1:29 left be-
fore connecting on a shot 
from about 27 feet.
"He has amazing touch," 
Knicks coach Tom Thibodeau 

said. "He shoots the ball like a 
guard and he has unlimited 
range."
Detroit's Cade Cunningham 
had 25 points, 10 assists and 
10 rebounds for his first play-
off triple-double and the third 
in franchise history, but he 
missed two shots and turned 
the ball over in the final 1:07.
"He has to carry us on the of-
fensive end," Pistons coach 
J.B. Bickerstaff said. "That's a 
heavy burden on him, but he 
has come through so many 
times."
Game 5 is Tuesday night in 
New York. q

New York Knicks guard Pacome Dadiet, center, celebrates with 
center Karl-Anthony Towns (32) late in the fourth quarter of their 
win over the Detroit Pistons in Game 4 of an NBA basketball first-
round playoff series Sunday, April 27, 2025, in Detroit. 

Associated Press
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Blue Jays' Gausman ejected after throwing 53 pitches in 6-run 3rd 
inning of 11-2 loss to Yankees
By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Kev-
in Gausman's frustration 
climbed with his pitch 
count.
After throwing 53 pitches in 
the third against the New 
York Yankees — the most 
by any pitcher in an inning 
in three years — and get-
ting just two outs, the To-
ronto Blue Jays right-hand-
er delivered a message to 
plate umpire Chris Conroy.
"As I was coming off the 
mound, I kind of let him 
know I was going to go 
watch his bad umpiring 
inside," Gausman said fol-
lowing an 11-2 loss in the 
opener of Sunday's dou-
bleheader that gave Yan-
kees pitcher Max Fried his 
fifth straight win.
Gausman was ejected af-
ter giving up six runs and 
walking five in the inning — 
one shy of his career high 
for a game.
"There was probably at 
least three pitches that 
inning that I know were 
strikes," he said. "The 
more frustrating thing was 
watching kind of what 
Freed was getting. He's 
getting pitches down and 
so if you're not calling it for 
me, why are you going to 
call it for him?"
Gausman was so focused 
on shouting at the umpire 
that he slipped when walk-
ing down the dugout stairs.
Blue Jays manager John 
Schneider was tossed for 
arguing a called strike to 
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. at the 
bottom of the strike zone 
on the second pitch of 
the fifth. Schneider was still 
steamed over some ball/
strike decisions on Gaus-
man's pitches.
"I thought he was getting 
some calls in the first cou-
ple innings that weren't 
there in the third," he said.
Gausman needed just 18 
pitches to retire the first six 
Yankees players in order 
and got Jasson Domínguez 
on a flyout on his first pitch 
of the third. The half-inning 
would extend for 32 min-
utes as the Yankees fouled 
off 15 of Gausman's pitch-
es, including nine with two 
strikes.
"A number of just really, 

really good, disciplined at-
bats," Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone said. "If you 
should go start chasing 
Gausman and stuff, he's 
too good and you got to 
be disciplined, and that in-
ning was phenomenal."
Gausman threw the most 
pitches by anyone in an in-
ning since Pittsburgh's Cam 
Vieaux's 56 in an eight-run 
eighth inning against Mil-
waukee on July 1, 2022, ac-
cording to the Elias Sports 
Bureau. He threw 50 fast-
balls and just 19 splitters in 
a 71-pitch outing as his ERA 
rose from 3.16 to 4.50.
"Didn't feel like I could 
throw my split," Gausman 
said. "This is a good lineup, 
so I feel like I really kind of 
have to pitch to quad-
rants against these guys, 

can't just kind of pitch up or 
down, so maybe got a little 
too fine there."
Oswaldo Cabrera and Ben 
Rice walked with one out in 
the third and Aaron Judge 
hit a hard drive that short-
hopped the right-field wall 
for a single that loaded the 
bases.
Cody Bellinger tied the 
score 1-1 with a sacrifice 
fly on the eighth pitch of 
his plate appearance, Paul 
Goldschmidt reloaded the 
bases with a walk and a 
four-pitch walk to Jazz Ch-
isholm Jr. forced in the go-
ahead run.
Anthony Volpe walked on 
nine pitches after falling 
behind 0-2 in the count, 
boosting the lead to 3-1. 
Wells fell behind 0-2, then 
doubled off the right-cen-

ter field wall on the ninth 
pitch of his at-bat.
"I feel like there was two 
that inning that kind of you 
know just kind of popped 
right out of Kirky's glove," 

Gausman said of two-strike 
fouls and catcher Alejan-
dro Kirk. "You're always go-
ing to look back and say 
kind of that should be a 
strikeout."q

Toronto Blue Jays pitcher Kevin Gausman throws during the first 
inning of the first baseball game of a doubleheader against the 
New York Yankees, Sunday, April 27, 2025, in New York

Associated Press
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Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find!
Palm Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won-
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau-
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re-
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun-
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair.

From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap-
petizers, main courses and deli-
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna-
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you.

Culinary Voyage
Start your gastronomic jour-
ney with a scrumptious ap-
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 

French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma-
toes, chopped bacon, caramel-
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet-
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom-
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota-
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as-
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish-
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco-
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco-
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 

Creating memories
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony.

Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock-
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi-
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe-
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation.

Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm

To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494

For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com  

“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 

amazing food and excellent 
service come together.”

Thank you to all our guests
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an-
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q


