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By STEPHEN GROVES 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Senate on Friday passed a 
bill that would result in more 
prison sentences for fen-
tanyl traffickers as both Re-
publicans and Democrats 
seek to show they can act 
to rein in distribution of the 
deadly drug.
The bill passed the Senate 
on an 84-16 vote, with all 
the nay votes from Demo-
crats. It next heads to the 
House, where a similar ver-
sion of the bill has already 
passed with significant 
Democratic support, show-
ing many in the party are 
eager to clamp down on 
fentanyl distribution follow-
ing an election in which 
Republican Donald Trump 
harped on the problem. 
House Republicans passed 
a similar bill in 2023 with doz-
ens of Democrats joining in 
support, but it languished in 
the Democratic-held Sen-
ate.
Critics say the proposal re-
peats the mistakes of the 
so-called “war on drugs,” 
which imprisoned millions 
of people addicted to 
drugs, particularly Black 
Americans.
Now, with Republicans in 
control of the Senate, Ma-
jority Leader John Thune 

has prioritized the legisla-
tion.
Thune said this week the 
legislation “gives law en-
forcement a critical tool 
to go after the criminals 
bringing this poison into our 
country and selling it on our 
streets.”
Called the HALT Fentanyl 
Act, the bill would perma-
nently place all copycat 
versions of fentanyl  altera-
tions of the drug that are 
often sold by traffickers  on 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement 

Administration’s list of most 
dangerous drugs, known as 
Schedule 1. The drugs had 
already been temporar-
ily placed on the list since 
2018, but that designation 
was set to expire at the end 
of the month. The move 
would mean an increase in 
criminal convictions for dis-
tributing fentanyl-related 
substances, according to 
the Congressional Budget 
Office.
The legislation also seeks to 
make it easier to research 

the drugs.
A similar version of the 
bill passed the House last 
month with 98 Democrats 
and every Republican ex-
cept Rep. Thomas Massie 
of Kentucky in support. Law 
enforcement groups have 
also supported the bill.
“This is bipartisan because, 
frankly, fentanyl is a bipar-
tisan problem,” said Sen. 
Bill Cassidy, the Louisiana 
Republican who has spon-
sored the bill.
Both Democrats and Re-

publicans in Congress have 
found agreement on try-
ing to halt the flow of fen-
tanyl into the United States, 
where it is blamed for tens 
of thousands of overdose 
deaths every year. Trump 
has said that halting the il-
licit flow of fentanyl is one 
of the top goals of his 
on-again-off-again tar-
iff threats against Mexico, 
Canada and China.
But some progressive Dem-
ocrats said the bill was miss-
ing an opportunity to tack-
le root causes of addiction 
or to focus on stopping the 
drug from entering the U.S.
Sen. Ed Markey, a Massa-
chusetts Democrat, said in 
a statement that support 
for the bill was “enabling 
a political stunt at the ex-
pense of real solutions.”
The bill will “do little to actu-
ally solve the fentanyl crisis 
but will make it harder to re-
search addiction and over-
dose reversal medication, 
disrupt communities and 
families by incarcerating 
rather than treating addic-
tion, and divert resources 
from methods that work to 
disrupt the flow of fentanyl 
in the United States to strat-
egies from the outdated 
War-on-Drugs solutions 
that do not work,” Markey 
added.q

A homeless woman smokes fentanyl in a park June 28, 2024, in downtown Portland, Ore. 
Associated Press 

Senate passes bill that would increase penalties for fentanyl 
traffickers

By COLLIN BINKLEY 
AP Education Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
than 50 universities are be-

ing investigated for alleged 
racial discrimination as part 
of President Donald Trump’s 
campaign to end diversity, 

equity and inclusion pro-
grams that his officials say 
exclude white and Asian 
American students.
The Education Department 
announced the new inves-
tigations Friday, one month 
after issuing a memo warn-
ing America’s schools and 
colleges that they could 
lose federal money over 
“race-based preferences” 
in admissions, scholarships 
or any aspect of student 
life.
“Students must be assessed 
according to merit and 
accomplishment, not pre-
judged by the color of their 
skin,” Education Secretary 
Linda McMahon said in 
a statement. “We will not 
yield on this commitment.”

Most of the new inquiries 
are focused on colleges’ 
partnerships with the PhD 
Project, a nonprofit that 
helps students from under-
represented groups get 
degrees in business with the 
goal of diversifying the busi-
ness world.
Department officials said 
that the group limits eligibil-
ity based on race and that 
colleges that partner with it 
are “engaging in race-ex-
clusionary practices in their 
graduate programs.”
The group of 45 colleges 
facing scrutiny over ties to 
the PhD Project include ma-
jor public universities such 
as Arizona State, Ohio State 
and Rutgers, along with 
prestigious private schools 

like Yale, Cornell, Duke and 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology.
A statement from Ohio 
State said the university 
“does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, ethnic-
ity or any other protected 
class, and our PhD pro-
grams are open to all quali-
fied applicants.”
A message sent to the PhD 
Project was not immediate-
ly returned.
Six other colleges are being 
investigated for awarding 
“impermissible race-based 
scholarships,” the depart-
ment said, and another 
is accused of running a 
program that segregates 
students on the basis of 
race.q

The headquarters of the U.S. Department of Education, March 
12, 2025, in Washington.

Associated Press 

More than 50 universities face federal investigations as part of 
Trump’s anti-DEI campaign
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By STEPHEN GROVES, MATT 
BROWN and STEVE PEOPLES 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Democratic Party was frac-
turing Friday as a torrent of 
frustration and anger was 
unleashed at Senate Dem-
ocrats, led by Sen. Chuck 
Schumer, who faced what 
they saw as an awful 
choice: shut the govern-
ment down or consent to a 
Republican funding bill that 
allows President Donald 
Trump to continue slashing 
the federal government.
After Schumer announced 
Thursday that he would re-
luctantly support the bill, 
he bore the brunt of that 
anger, including a protest 
at his office, calls from pro-
gressives that he be prima-
ried in 2028 and sugges-
tions that the Democratic 
Party would soon be look-
ing for new leaders.
Since their election losses, 
Democrats have been 
hunkered against a bar-
rage of Trump’s early ac-
tions in office, locked out of 
legislative power and left 
searching for a plan to re-
gain political momentum. 
But as Schumer prepared 
to let pass one of the rare 
moments when the party 
might regain leverage in 
Washington, the Demo-
cratic Party erupted in a 
moment of anger that had 
been building for months.
Many in the party felt the 
New York Democrat was 
not showing sufficient fight, 
arguing that a government 
shutdown would force 
Trump and Republicans to 
the negotiating table. Yet 
for Schumer, who has led 
Senate Democrats since 
Trump took office in 2016, 
the choice ultimately came 
down to preventing a shut-
down that he believed 
would only hand Trump 
more power and leave his 

party with the blame for 
disruptions to government 
services. “A shutdown 
would allow DOGE to shift 
into overdrive,” Schumer 
warned on the Senate floor 
Friday morning, referring to 
the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency effort led 
by Elon Musk.
Still, as the Senate head-
ed for a crucial vote on 
the government funding 
bill, hardly any Democrats 
were speaking up in sup-
port of Schumer’s strategy. 
It was a remarkable turn for 
the longtime Democratic 
leader, leaving him stand-
ing practically alone.
Speaker Emerita Nancy Pe-
losi, his longtime ally and 
partner in funding fights of 
the past, said in a state-
ment, “Let’s be clear: nei-
ther is a good option for 
the American people. But 
this false choice that some 
are buying instead of fight-
ing is unacceptable.” Pelo-
si added that the senators 

should listen to the women 
who lead appropriations 
for Democrats, Rep. Rosa 
DeLauro of Connecticut 
and Sen. Patty Murray of 
Washington. They had pro-
posed a 30-day stopgap 
plan instead of the Repub-
lican proposal that would 
provide funding until Sep-
tember. The Republican bill 
would trim $13 billion in non-
defense spending from the 
levels in the 2024 budget 
year and increase defense 
spending by $6 billion. As 
House Democrats, who al-
most all voted against the 
bill earlier this week, con-
cluded a retreat in north-
ern Virginia Friday, they 
also called for their Senate 
colleagues to show more 
fight. House Democratic 
leadership rushed back to 
the Capitol to hold a news 
conference and urge their 
Senate colleagues to vote 
against the bill.
“We do not want to shut-
down the government. 

But we are not afraid of a 
government funding show-
down,” Jeffries said.
He also repeatedly de-
clined to answer questions 
about whether he had 
confidence in Schumer.
Other Democrats, such 
as Kentucky Gov. Andy 
Beshear, who is seen as a 
potential presidential can-
didate in 2028 and also 
visited the Democratic re-
treat, called for a broader 
movement. He mentioned 
the recent 60th anniversary 
of peaceful civil rights pro-
tests in Selma, Alabama, 
and argued that Demo-
crats need to find “collec-
tive courage.”
“When those individuals 
marched, there wasn’t 
one voice,” Beshear said. 
“There was a collective 
courage of that group that 
changed the world. That 
day opened up the eyes of 
the country to what was re-
ally going on.” Some were 
ready to start marching.

“We’re ready to get out 
of this building and head 
back to the Capitol at any 
moment and prevent the 
government from shutting 
down,” said Rep. Greg 
Casar of Texas, chair of the 
Congressional Progressive 
Caucus.
“But now is the moment for 
Democrats to draw a line in 
the stand and say that we 
stand very firmly on the side 
of working class people 
and against the ultra-rich 
that are trying to corrupt 
our government for them-
selves,” he added.
Meanwhile, some of the 
nation’s most influential 
progressive groups warned 
of serious political con-
sequences for Senate 
Democrats and predicted 
a fierce backlash when 
members of Congress re-
turn home next week.
Ezra Levin, co-founder of 
Indivisible, which has orga-
nized hundreds of protests 
across the nation, said that 
nearly 8 in 10 of the group’s 
activists support primary 
challenges against “Sen-
ate Dems who cave on 
the GOP bill.” He wrote on 
social media that the vast 
majority of those Demo-
cratic activists plan to ex-
press their anger at town 
halls or other public events 
next week. MoveOn, an-
other progressive group 
that claims nearly 10 mil-
lion members nationwide, 
predicted that its activists 
would also demand an-
swers from Democratic of-
ficials in the coming days
“Clearing the way for Don-
ald Trump and Elon Musk to 
gut Social Security, Medi-
care and Medicaid is un-
acceptable. It’s past time 
for Democrats to fight and 
stop acting like it’s busi-
ness as usual,” said Joel 
Payne, a spokesperson for 
MoveOn.q

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., listens as President Donald Trump addresses a 
joint session of Congress at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, March 4, 2025. 

Associated Press 

Democratic Party fractures in government shutdown fight, with 
anger running high
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By OLIVIA DIAZ 
Associated Press/Report for 
America
FAIRFAX, Va. (AP) — A 
northern Virginia judge de-
termined embryos are not 
property that can be divid-
ed up, rejecting a previous 
analysis by the court saying 
such fertilized eggs could 
be considered divisible 
“goods or chattel” based 
on 19th-century slave law.
Nearly 10 months after clos-
ing arguments, Fairfax Cir-
cuit Court Judge Dontaè 
L. Bugg wrote in an opin-
ion letter earlier this month 
that he would dismiss a 
cancer survivor’s partition 
lawsuit against her ex-hus-
band  a legal action that 
one property owner can 
take against another. The 
former wife, Honeyhline 
Heidemann, sued Jason 
Heidemann over access 
to two embryos they froze 
during a 2015 cycle of in vi-
tro fertilization but agreed 
to leave in storage during 
their divorce three years 
later.
In the bench trial, Honeyh-
line Heidemann testified 
the embryos were her last 
chance to conceive an-
other biological child after 

a cancer treatment. Ja-
son Heidemann’s attorney 
argued he did not want 
to become a biological 
father to a child by force, 
even if he wasn’t required 
to be a parent.
The dispute attracted na-
tional attention in 2023 

when Judge Richard E. 
Gardiner  who is no longer 
assigned to the case for un-
related reasons  referenced 
slavery-era law when over-
ruling Jason Heidemann’s 
pleading that the state’s 
partition statute did not in-
clude the embryos. Bugg 

wrote in his March 7 letter 
that he took issue with Gar-
diner’s reliance on state 
law predating the passage 
of the 13th Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution abol-
ishing slavery.
Bugg wrote that Virginia 
lawmakers have since 

1865 removed references 
to slavery to “excise a law-
less blight from the Virginia 
Code, the institution of slav-
ery applicable to fellow cit-
izens, which removal sup-
ports that human beings, 
and by extension embryos 
they have created, should 
not as a matter of legisla-
tive policy be subject to 
partition.”
Bugg’s dismissal of the case 
comes during a growing 
national debate on wheth-
er fetuses are human. 
Seven states have defined 
embryos, fertilized eggs or 
fetuses as a “person,” “hu-
man being” or “another” 
in their homicide code, ac-
cording to Pregnancy Jus-
tice’s unpacking fetal per-
sonhood report from last 
September.
In 2024, the Alabama Su-
preme Court ruled that fro-
zen embryos are people.
And later that year, U.S. Sen-
ate Republicans blocked 
legislation that would make 
it a right nationwide for 
women to access in vitro 
fertilization and other fer-
tility treatment after then-
Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer forced a 
vote on the issue.q

By JOHN SEEWER and TARA 
COPP 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — He-
licopters will be perma-
nently restricted from flying 
near Washington, D.C.’s 
airport on the same route 
where a passenger jet and 
an Army helicopter collid-
ed in midair, killing 67 peo-
ple, the Federal Aviation 
Administration said Friday.
The move comes just days 
after federal investigators 
looking into the cause of 
the crash recommended 
a ban on some helicopter 
flights, saying a string of 
near misses in recent years 
showed that the current 
setup “poses an intoler-
able risk.”
The FAA, which manages 
the nation’s airspace and 
oversees aviation safety, 

has come under criticism 
after the National Trans-
portation Safety Board 
said there had been an 
alarming number of near 

misses in recent year in the 
congested skies around 
Ronald Reagan National 
Airport.
The closure of the helicop-

ter route near the airport 
makes permanent the re-
strictions put in place after 
Jan. 29 midair collision. The 
FAA order will allow a few 
exceptions for helicopter 
use, including presidential 
flights along with law en-
forcement and lifesaving 
missions. The FAA also said 
it is studying cities with air-
ports where there are a 
high number of different 
types of aircraft sharing 
the same space, includ-
ing eight metro areas with 
busy helicopter routes: 
Boston, New York, Balti-
more-Washington, Detroit, 
Chicago, Dallas, Houston 
and Los Angeles.
It also is looking at offshore 
helicopter operations 
along the Gulf Coast.
The Army supports the 
FAA’s efforts to improve 

aviation safety around the 
nation’s capital and will 
use “alternative routes to 
mitigate impacts on train-
ing and readiness,” spokes-
man Matt Ahearn said Fri-
day. Before the collision, 
there were 28 government 
agencies authorized to fly 
helicopters near Reagan 
National, including the De-
partment of Defense, mili-
tary services, law enforce-
ment, and emergency 
medical services.
The Army Black Hawk in-
volved in the January crash 
belonged to the 12th Avia-
tion Battalion based at Da-
vison Army Air Field at Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia. That unit 
has a classified mission to 
ensure continuity of gov-
ernment by getting certain 
officials to safety in case of 
an attack.q

The Fairfax County, Va., Courthouse, is seen, Tuesday, March 7, 2023. 
Associated Press 

Judge finds frozen embryos are not divisible property in cancer 
survivor’s case against ex-husband

National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Chairwoman 
Jennifer Homendy speaks about the recent mid-air collision 
of an American Airlines flight and a Black Hawk helicopter 
near Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport, at a news 
conference in Washington, Tuesday, March 11, 2025. 

Associated Press 

Helicopter route permanently closed on route near Washington 
airport where 67 died in midair crash
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OCOS, Guatemala (AP) — 
As the United States gov-
ernment works to effective-
ly extend its border security 
objectives south into Cen-
tral America, countries like 
Guatemala have come 
under renewed scrutiny 
and pressure to step up 
their own border enforce-
ment.
On Thursday, a Guatema-

By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press
BAGHDAD (AP) — The 
head of the Islamic State 
in Iraq and Syria has been 
killed in Iraq in an operation 
by members of the Iraqi na-
tional intelligence service 
along with U.S.-led coali-
tion forces, the Iraqi prime 
minister announced Friday.
“The Iraqis continue their 
impressive victories over 
the forces of darkness and 
terrorism,” Prime Minister 
Minister Mohammed Shia 
al-Sudani said in a state-
ment posted on X, formerly 
known as Twitter.
Abdallah Maki Mosleh al-
Rifai, or “Abu Khadija,” was 
“deputy caliph” of the mili-
tant group and as “one of 
the most dangerous terror-
ists in Iraq and the world,” 
the statement said.
A security official said the 
operation was carried out 
by an airstrike in Anbar 
province, in western Iraq. 
A second official said the 

operation took place Thurs-
day night but that al-Rifai’s 
death was confirmed Fri-
day. They spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
comment publicly.

The announcement came 
on the same day as the first 
visit by Syria’s top diplomat 
to Iraq, during which the 
two countries pledged to 
work together to combat 
IS.

Iraqi Foreign Minister Fouad 
Hussein said at a news con-
ference that “there are 
common challenges fac-
ing Syrian and Iraqi society, 
and especially the terror-
ists of IS.” He said the offi-

cials had spoken “in detail 
about the movements of 
ISIS, whether on the Syrian-
Iraqi border, inside Syria or 
inside Iraq” during the visit.
Hussein referred to an op-
erations room formed by 
Syria, Iraq, Turkey, Jordan 
and Lebanon at a recent 
meeting in Amman to con-
front IS, and said it would 
soon begin work.
The relationship between 
Iraq and Syria is somewhat 
fraught after the fall of for-
mer Syrian President Bashar 
Assad. 
Al-Sudani came to power 
with the support of a co-
alition of Iran-backed fac-
tions, and Tehran was a 
major backer of Assad. The 
current interim president 
of Syria, Ahmad al-Sharaa, 
was previously known as 
Abu Mohammed al-Golani 
and fought as an al-Qaida 
militant in Iraq after the U.S. 
invasion of 2003, and later 
fought against Assad’s 
government in Syria.q

Syrian Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaybani, left, speaks during a news conference with his Iraqi 
counterpart Fouad Hussein following their meeting, in Baghdad, Iraq, Friday, March.14, 2025. 

Associated Press 

Head of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria has been killed, Iraqi 
prime minister says

Guatemalan soldiers patrol the shared border with Mexico as 
part of the Ring of Fire operation, aiming to strengthen border 
control, at the mouth of Suchiate River in Ocos, Guatemala, 
Thursday, March 13, 2025.

Associated Press

Guatemala steps up patrols along border as U.S. extends border 
security goals south

lan army unit patrolled the 
Suchiate river that forms 
the western end of the 
Guatemala-Mexico bor-
der. The patrol was part of 
stepped up border opera-
tions since January, said 
Col. Juan Ernesto Celis.
President Bernardo Aréva-
lo has said migration is a 
right, but in a regulated 
fashion.

The soldiers on patrol are 
looking to stop illegal arms, 
drug and human traffick-
ing across Guatemala’s 
borders. At this border, 
they frequently coordinate 
with their Mexican coun-
terparts.
Ann Marie Argueta, spokes-

woman for Guatemala’s 
defense department, said 
Thursday that the military 
wants to not only protect 
against crimes that threat-
en the population, but also 
prevent “incursions into na-
tional territory by transna-
tional organized crime.”

When U.S. Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio visited 
Guatemala in February, 
Arévalo announced that 
Guatemala would form a 
new border security force 
to patrol its borders with 
Honduras and El Salvador 
as well.q
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By JAMEY KEATEN and JON 
GAMBRELL 
Associated Press
GENEVA (AP) — Iran is in-
creasingly relying on elec-
tronic surveillance and the 
public to inform on women 
refusing to wear the coun-
try’s mandatory headscarf 
in public, as hard-liners 
push for harsher penalties 
for those protesting the 
law, a United Nations re-
port released Friday found.
The findings of the Inde-
pendent International 
Fact-Finding Mission on 
the Islamic Republic of Iran 
come after it determined 
last year that the country’s 
theocracy was responsible 
for the “physical violence” 
that led to the death of 
Mahsa Amini.
The 22-year-old’s death 
led to nationwide pro-
tests against the country’s 
mandatory hijab laws and 
the public disobedience 
against them that contin-
ues despite the threat of 
violent arrest and imprison-
ment.
“Two and a half years after 
the protests began in Sep-
tember 2022, women and 
girls in Iran continue to face 
systematic discrimination, 
in law and in practice, that 
permeates all aspects of 
their lives, particularly with 
respect to the enforce-

ment of the mandatory hi-
jab,” the report said.
“The state is increasingly 
reliant on state-sponsored 
vigilantism in an apparent 
effort to enlist businesses 
and private individuals in 
hijab compliance, portray-
ing it as a civic responsibil-
ity,” it added.
Iran’s diplomatic missions 
to the U.N. in New York and 
Geneva did not respond 
to a request for comment 
on the findings of the 20-

page report. Mission chair 
Sara Hossain cited two 
new areas of investiga-
tion this year: One involved 
“the disturbing pattern” of 
deaths of some protesters, 
including girls, which the 
state dismissed as cases 
of suicide. Families faced 
“judicial harassment” such 
as being prevented from 
mourning loved ones who 
died, she said. The mission 
was also looking at the use 
of mock executions. “We 

found that detainees men, 
women and children had 
been held  in some cases 
at gunpoint or had nooses 
put around their necks  in a 
form of psychological tor-
ture,” Hossain told reporters 
in Geneva. The team found 
that “chronic impunity” ex-
ists for those responsible for 
the repression, she added.
Drones, surveillance cam-
eras monitor women
The investigators outlined 
how Iran increasingly relies 

on electronic surveillance. 
Among the efforts include 
Iranian officials deploying 
“aerial drone surveillance” 
to monitor women in public 
places. At Tehran’s Amirk-
abir University, authorities 
installed facial recognition 
software at its entrance 
gate to find women not 
wearing the hijab, it said.
Surveillance cameras on 
Iran’s major roadways also 
are believed to be involved 
in searching for uncovered 
women. U.N. investigators 
said they obtained the 
“Nazer” mobile phone app 
offered by Iranian police, 
which allows the public to 
report on uncovered wom-
en in vehicles, including 
ambulances, buses, metro 
cars and taxis.
“Users may add the loca-
tion, date, time and the li-
cense plate number of the 
vehicle in which the alleged 
mandatory hijab infrac-
tion occurred, which then 
‘flags’ the vehicle online, 
alerting the police,” the re-
port said. “It then triggers a 
text message (in real-time) 
to the registered owner of 
the vehicle, warning them 
that they had been found 
in violation of the manda-
tory hijab laws, and that 
their vehicles would be im-
pounded for ignoring these 
warnings.”q

Sara Hossain, Chair of the Iran Fact-Finding Mission, speaks during a press conference about the 
launch of the Iran Fact-Finding Mission’s latest report, at the European headquarters of the United 
Nations, in Geneva, Switzerland, Friday, March 14, 2025.

Associated Press

U.N. report warns Iran is stepping up electronic surveillance of 
women to enforce headscarf laws

By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press
TOKYO (AP) — Police in Ja-
pan said Friday that they 
had arrested a suspect 
in the fatal stabbing of a 
YouTuber while she was 
livestreaming on a down-
town Tokyo street.
Tokyo metropolitan police 
said they had arrested 
Kenji Takano, 42, on the 
spot on suspicion of at-
tempted murder Tuesday. 
He has since been sent to 
the prosecutors but has 
not been charged yet.
The victim, Airi Sato, 22, 
was rushed to a hospital 
with critical injuries after 
the attacker stabbed her 

repeatedly in her upper 
body, police said, and was 

later pronounced dead.
Witnesses and livestream 

viewers said that they 
heard her screaming for 
help, and the stream sud-
denly went black.
The suspect told police 
that he got to know Sato 
through her livestream-
ing and had seen her in 
person a number of times, 
and that they had a finan-
cial dispute, according to 
media reports, including 
the Asahi newspaper.
Broadcast NHK reported 
that Takano had lent Sato 
a large sum of money and 
that she did not pay him 
back despite a court order 
to do so.
Takano traveled from the 
Oyama city, about 100 ki-

lometers (60 miles) north 
of Tokyo, to carry out 
the attack after Sato an-
nounced the livestream 
and tracked down her lo-
cation by watching the 
footage, media reports 
said, quoting police.
He told police he did not 
intend to kill her.
Violent crimes are still rare 
in Japan, where gun con-
trol is extremely strict, but 
there have been a number 
of high profile knife attacks 
and others using hand-
made guns in recent years 
amid a bleak wage and 
employment outlook.q

Japanese police investigators work near the scene of a 
stabbing of a woman in the Shinjuku district of Tokyo, Tuesday, 
March 11, 2025.  

Associated Press 

Police arrest man in fatal knife attack on a YouTuber during 
livestreaming on Tokyo street
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National Park Arikok: Aruba’s biggest nature conservation

The National Park Arikok 
comprises almost 18 % of 
the island. Its rugged ter-
rain, desert-like hills filled 
with tall cacti, breathtaking 
coastline and protected 
local flora and fauna wel-
come you to be explored. 
There are numerous ani-
mals to discover, for ex-
ample the sea turtle who 
lays his eggs on the park’s 
beaches.  

The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the islands past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural and historical sites. 
These can all be enjoyed 
and explored either on 
your own or during guided 
tours. A wide variety of ed-
ucational and informative 
programs and fun activities 
is available. 

Did you know that four of 
the in total seven species 

of sea turtle lay their eggs 
on Aruba’s beaches? In 
the national park, a Least 
Tern (Sternula antillarum) 
keeps a strict eye on a very 
special event taking place 
below on the beach: a 
majestic Leatherback (Der-
mochelys coriacea) heads 
back to sea after laying her 
eggs, while another nest 
laid 2 months ago by the 
same female hatches—
a very rare occurrence 
of daytime nesting and 
hatching. Sea turtles pre-
fer nesting in the cool and 
dark hours of the night. And 
hatchlings usually wait for 
the cue of cooling surface 
sand before emerging. 

Nature Conservation
The protected area of Na-
tional Park Arikok was of-
ficially established in 2000. 
Arikok National Park is a 
34 square kilometers (7907 
acres) of natural area, lo-

cated at the north-eastern 
part of Aruba which con-
tains examples of most of 
the island’s flora and fau-
na against a backdrop of 
great geological complex-
ity. We are proud to state 
that approximately 18% 
of the total land area of 
Aruba is assigned as a Na-
tional Park, to protect and 
preserve the flora, fauna, 
geology and historical re-
mains present within Arikok 
National Park.

The Landscape
There is a great geological 
variety within the park. The 
main aspects are the rough 
hills of the volcanic Aruba 
lava formation, the mysteri-
ous rocks of the batholithic 
quartz-diorite/tonalite, and 
the limestone rocks from 
fossilized coral.  The two 
tallest hills on the island are 
situated within the park. 
Jamanota hill 188 meters 

(617 ft) and Arikok hill 176 
meters (577 ft), from which 
the name of the park is de-
rived.

The line of the permanently 
wind-and-wave beaten 
North Coast is broken by 
several bays (boca’s). Most 
of them are small yet im-
pressive inlets at the mouth 
of dry riverbeds. Some 
of these bays (boca’s) 
are spectacular sights, 
adorned with white, sandy 
beaches and sand dunes, 
as is the case at Boca Prins 
and Dos Playa.

Arikok is also home to Con-
chi, Aruba’s most impor-
tant natural attraction; also 
known as The Natural Pool. 
The journey to the Pool is 
and adventure by itself and 
only possible by foot, horse, 
ATV or 4×4 vehicle.

Cultural and Historical 
components

There are a number of sites 
within the park that attest 
to the history of Aruba. The 
Caquetío Indians left rock 
paintings in Cunucu Arikok 
and Fontein Cave. The bird 
drawing in the park logo is 
a copy of one of these his-
torical artistic expressions.

Old plantation (Cunucus) 
sites tell the story of an ac-
tive yet challenging agri-
cultural past.

These Cunucus were also 
residential areas for the 
few families that worked 
the land. These families 
found ways to survive in 
the difficult conditions, and 
were able to erect their 
homes with materials found 
in the area. Two of these 

adobe houses have been 
restored. Park rangers are 
learning many of the old 
building techniques in or-
der to preserve this unique 
Aruban mud-house. At Cu-
nucu Arikok and near Plan-
tation Prins you can find 
these adobe houses.

Park Management
For the management of 
the park, a dedicated 
foundation “Aruba Conser-
vation Foundation (ACF), 
formerly known as Aruba 
National Park Foundation. 
This foundation was estab-
lished in July 2003. In Feb-
ruary 2017, mangrove and 
wetland RAMSAR site #198 
Spanish Lagoon was an-
nexed to Arikok National 
Park due to its importance 
as a feeding and breeding 
area for water birds and as 
a nursery area for a variety 
of marine organisms. With 
this addition, the areas un-
der FPNA management 
increased by 70 hectares 
while the amount of spe-
cies of flora and fauna to 
be conserved to over 250. 
On December 21st, 2018 
(AB 2018 no. 77) Parke Ma-
rino Aruba – currently con-
sisting of four marine pro-
tected areas (MPAs) – was 
officially established and 
subsequently brought un-
der management of ACF. 
In 2019 management plans 
will be established for the 
new MPAs which include: 
coral reefs, sea grass beds, 
mangrove systems, a large 
diversity of breeding sea-
birds. Parke Marino Aruba 
also contains potential 
shark nursery areas, en-
dangered sea turtle nest-
ing beaches and marine 
mammal nursery areas.q
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Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass!
NOORD - It is hard to imag-
ine this happening today, but 
years ago people dumped 
all kinds of refuse straight 
into the ocean, including 
old cars, and their household 
garbage, which of course in-
cluded lots of glass. Over the 
next 30 years the pounding 
waves cleaned the beach, 
by breaking down every-
thing but glass and pottery. 
The pounding waves washed 
the trash up and down, back 
and forth. Tons of polished, 
broken glass pieces were 
created by the pounding 
surf. These smoothened, 
colored glass particles then 
settled along the sea shore in 
millions, and that is why you 
can find these beautiful and 
colorful pieces on the north 
shore beaches of Aruba. 

Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the 
famous Natural Bridge” and 
the huge red anchor close 
to “Grapefield” beach you 
will be able to find your own 
pieces of sea glass. The sea 
glass that was created is the 
product of a very long and 
interesting process. It can 
take anywhere from 10 to 
30 years to make sea glass. 
The name for any piece of 
glass that finds its way to the 
ocean and tumbles around 
in the water long enough is 

“Sea glass.

The colorful pieces of glass 
are being used for decora-
tion, handcrafts and jewelry!
Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 

broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa-
ter, where sand and other 
rocks act like sandpaper to 
smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be-

comes fire glass, the rarest of 
sea glass with certain inclu-
sions, just like precious gems.

For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds of 
trash being dumped. Glass, 
household appliances and 
even motor parts were dis-
carded on the beach. The 
waves and weather condi-
tions wore down   the over-
whelming amount of gar-
bage in the water, creating 
millions of beautiful smooth 
rocks.

 It’s hard to believe the short-
sighted mistakes we were 
making that could have po-
tentially ruined these beau-
tiful beaches. But thanks to 
natural processes, the ocean 
transformed the trash into 
the sea glass.
Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story.

The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights.

Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of broken 
apothecary bottles. The most 
common and the easiest to 
find are the brown (Amstel & 
Polar beer), green (Heineken 
& Balashi beer) and clear 
glass which are the soft much 
loved “soft drink” bottles.

If you like to see the sea glass 
for yourself, and be in awe of 
the power of nature,  rent a 
car or jeep and go explore 
our deserted beaches on 
the north  side of the island. 
Make it a fun family day!
Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how we 
did, it is inspiring to see just 
how the earth can correct 
our mistakes.

Funny, how trash can 
change into treasures!  

Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take local 
shells home, but the people 
working at the airport have 
no problem you taking sea 
glass home. A few of those 
pieces make great souve-
nirs.  You can place them in 
a wine glass or large bottle 
for decoration and every 
time you look at it a smile 
will light up your face thinking 
back of your unforgettable 
Aruba vacation! q
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Create museum memories
ORANJESTAD — Museums 
are an integral part of con-
serving and honoring cul-
tures, and Aruba is no ex-
ception. Our Island has a 
wide selection of various 
museums for our locals and 
visitors to see. Take this op-
portunity to learn about our 
island and experience a 
different day beyond the 
beach. Let us introduce to 
you these museums.

Museum of Industry Aruba
The Museum of Industry is lo-
cated in San Nicolas—bet-
ter known as the art capital 
of Aruba. This museum ex-
hibits the industrial history of 
gold, aloe, phosphate, oil 
and tourism through elabo-
rated displays and multi-
media installations.
The Museum of Industry is 
situated in the Water Tower 
in San Nicolas and narrates 
Aruba's industrial history, 
which began in the 19th 
century. The Water Tower 
was built in 1939 and con-
sists of three sections: the 
substructure, the high-rising 
vertical shaft, and the tank 
at the top. The Water Tow-
er was purchased by the 
Monuments Fund in 2003 so 
it can be restored and pre-
served as one of Aruba's 
monuments. The Museum 
of Industry is part of Aruba 
Museum Foundation (Fun-

dacion Museo Aruban), 
which is a foundation set 
to maintain, preserve, and 
protect the Aruban cultural 
sector, history, and nature. 
The museum of Industry is 
open daily from 9 am till 6 
pm.

For more information, 
check out their Facebook 
page Museum of Industry 
Aruba.

Archaeological Museum of 
Aruba 

The Archaeological Mu-
seum of Aruba is located 
at Schelpstraat 42 in down-
town Oranjestad. The reno-
vated historic Ecury com-
plex in the area has been 
transformed from a family 
home to a modern muse-
um that preserves Aruba’s 
Amerindian cultural heri-
tage. This 21st century mu-
seum is especially designed 
to preserve valuable arti-
facts dating back to the 
Pre-Ceramic period of 2500 
BC. 

In the late 1980’s, AMA 
identified its need for an 
adequate housing for its 
collection and activities. 
After studying various op-
tions, a project proposal 
was drawn up, including 
the acquisition and restora-
tion of historical buildings in 

downtown Oranjestad.

These historical buildings 
were formerly the proper-
ty of the Ecury family. The 
“Ecury Complex”, is a clus-
ter of single and two-story 
historic buildings, mainly 
Dutch colonial architecture 
from the late 19th and 20th 
century on a plot of ap-
proximately 1.700 m2.

In 1997, the Aruban Govern-
ment bought the complex 
for the National Archaeo-
logical Museum project. 
In 2004, a financial agree-
ment was signed with the 
European Development 
Fund and in 2006, restora-
tion and construction work 
began on the monumen-

tal buildings and the soon-
to-be exhibition space. In 
December 2007, the key to 
the complex was delivered 
and the museum’s employ-
ees moved to the new lo-
cation. The final design for 
the exhibit was completed 
in November 2007 and 
the permanent exhibit, fi-
nanced by the Aruban 
Government and the Union 
of Cultural Organizations 
(UNOCA), opened in July 
2009.

At the new location, the 
National Archaeological 
Museum Aruba disposes of 
approximately 500 m2 for 
its permanent exhibit. This 
exhibit conveys information 
on the origin and culture of 

the first inhabitants of the 
island through archaeo-
logical objects and mod-
ern exhibition techniques. 
The new permanent exhibit 
gives the visitor an insight 
into the cultures that in-
habited the island in Pre-
Historical and Early Histori-
cal times. The museum also 
hosts attractive public pro-
grams, including lectures, 
educational projects, tem-
porary exhibits and work-
shops.

The museum is open daily 
from 9:30 am till 4:30 pm. 
For more information check 
out the Facebook page 
Museo Arqueologico Na-
cional Aruba.q
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor
At the south east coast of the island, 
standing alone on a windswept 
and barren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a  large anchor.  
It overlooks the sea just beyond, 
watching over the shipping lanes.  
It stands there in memory and in 
honor of all seamen who have lost 
their life at sea.

Where to Find the Anchor?
The anchor is a “must see” land-
mark when you visit Aruba. It is 
among the most photographed 
historical landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you add 
this stop on your itinerary when 
your visiting the south coast of Aru-
ba. The bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep blue 
Caribbean sea and the azure blue 
skies, make a great backdrop for 
your vacation pictures.

The anchor is located at the en-
trance to Gate 6 to the former 
Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts of 
Seroe Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” junc-
tion to Baby Beach.
Depending on where you are stay-
ing on the island, follow the signs 
that indicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach the T-junc-
tion, it will be right in front of you.

About the Anchor
Size
It will be hard to miss the anchor, 
it’s huge! The anchor that weighs 
21,772 kilos, is approximately 10 
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 
inches tall.
On the anchor there are some 
numbers. The 4112 and 4115, 
which are believed to be the serial 
numbers that refer to the “fluke” or 
horizontal and vertical parts of the 
anchor, respectively. The number 
21772K refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos.
This type of anchor was manufac-
tured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde, 
at a foundry located in Germany.

Where did the Anchor Come 
From?

There are a number of stories as 
to the origins of the anchor, which 
one do you think it was? (Unfortu-
nately the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination can 
pick which one you think it might 
be!)

Story 1:
“According to Mr. Manuel M. Cu-
riel, an ex-Lago Tug Captain, a fully 
laden VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier)  was seeking a mooring 
at the 15-mile anchorage, known 
as Bara, on the southern part of 

the island. This is the usual shallow 
mooring location for ships await-
ing orders, etc. The weather was 
rough with strong current. The nor-
mal procedure is that they would 
walk out three shackles (about 90 
feet) until the anchor touches the 
bottom while the chain must rest 
on the bottom. Subsequently, they 
will walk out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts to swing 
or lean on one side, the anchor is 
properly set. Because of the rough 
weather, unfortunately they did 
not get the time to walk out the 
extra tackles and because of the 
tension exerted on the winch, it 
broke, and they lost the anchor 
and its chain.“

Story 2:
“Mr. Curiel also said that at one 
time a small tanker with a Korean 
crew, while lifting their anchor also 
lifted another anchor near the in-
ner harbor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went with his tug-
boat along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to cut the 
chain and let the anchor go to the 
bottom because they could not 
untangle them. ”

How Did The Anchor Become a 
Landmark?

Sometime between 1980 and 1985, 
three gentlemen (Mr. Wim Marti-
nus – the Harbormaster of Aruba; 

Mr. August Genser – the ex-Division 
Superintendent of Lago’s Labora-
tory; and Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San Nicolas), 
were having a conversation with 
Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restaurant in 
San Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams for de-
veloping the San Nicolas area, told 
these gentlemen that he would 
like to come up with something in-
novative for the San Nicolas area 
to draw tourism to the area.

The “anchor”, which at that time 
was being stored at the Oranjes-
tad harbor, was suggested as an 
option. Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the President of 
Lago for permission to acquire the 
anchor. He was granted permis-
sion and the anchor was then re-
located to its present location and 
dedicated “To All Seamen” on the 
occasion of the closing of the Lago 
Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985.

Through the Years
Through the years the Anchor was 
slowly weathering from the wind 
and salt. As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the anchor 
slowly faded away from people’s 
memories.

After Charles Brouns Jr died on Sep-
tember 15, 2004, his friend Mr. Sam 

Speziale, requested assistance 
from the management of Valero 
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the 
monument. The Valero Aruba Re-
finery, graciously sandblasted and 
painted the anchor and poured a 
concrete pad around it. On April 
17, 2005, the anchor monument 
was rededicated “To All Seamen” 
in a formal ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr.

Today, the anchor stands both as 
memorial to all seaman who have 
lost their lives at sea, but also as a 
silent reminder that Seroe Colora-
do is part of San Nicolas and that 
San Nicolas is still a vibrant and im-
portant part of the island of Aruba.

The Best Time to Visit
When your planning your visit to 
the south end of the island, you will 
want to include in your itinerary the 
many things to see and do there. 
The anchor will be just one of these 
stops, (keep an eye out for our fu-
ture editions, we publish our rec-
ommendations!). 

With that being said, I have to say, 
if you enjoy catching a sunrise, the 
anchor is one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sunrise. But 
in reality, anytime is a good time to 
visit, depending on your personal 
schedule.q

The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former Lago Colony in San Nicolas
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Forgotten gems
Open air movie theaters
(Oranjestad)—During the 
span of over 100 years, 
Aruba only saw five open 
air movie theatres. Now 
practically obsolete on the 
island, these theaters were 
once frequently visited by 
locals and migrants in the 
20th century. 

The first open air theater 
was constructed in 1920 
and was commissioned 

by Shon Eduard (Eddy) de 
Veer. This theater was lo-
cated at the Hotel Colom-
bia in Oranjestad, which 
is now where the Aruban 
census office is located. 
The theater was simple; it 
only consisted of a screen, 
and visitors had to bring 
their own chairs to enjoy 
the popular silent movies of 
the time.

American migrants who 
worked in the refinery and 
lived in the Lago Colony 
in Sero Colorado also had 
their piece of the pie with 
their Open air Theatre, 
which formed part of the 
Esso Club, also known as 
the Pan-Am Club. It was at 
this theater that “Talkies” 
were first streamed, mov-
ies with sound. This theater 
mostly streamed American 
blockbusters for the Ameri-
can expats, this way mak-
ing sure that these migrant 
were not missing out on 
entertainment from their 
home land. 

In the 1950’s and 60’s, Sa-
vaneta saw their own open 
air theater, located in front 
of the Marinier’s Kazerne 
(Marine Barracks). This the-
ater was mostly visited by 
the neighboring marines, 
who didn’t have much 
entertainment other than 
movies at that time.

The last and most recent 
open air theater was con-
structed in the form of a 
drive-in theater. A popular 
American concept, the 
Drive Inn located in Balashi 
was a hot spot for teenag-
ers, who had the habit of 
cramming all their friends in 
one car to go see the mov-
ies. For this phenomenon 
there was a separate price 

that you had to pay called 
the “car crash”. 

This theater closed around 
2012, but was re-opened 
during the pandemic in 
July 2020, where movies 
were streamed on a gigan-
tic screen set up in front of 
stacked containers. How-
ever, this nostalgic form of 
entertainment did not last 
very long as it was closed 
again only a year or two 
later. Nowadays you can 
still see the stacked con-
tainers when you drive near 
the bridge in Balashi. q

Source: “De kolibrie op de 
rots en meer over de geschie-

denis van Aruba” by Evert 
Bongers. 

Learn about the history of the famous town hall!
(Oranjestad)—If you’ve ever taken a stroll through 
main street Oranjestad, you may have stumbled 
upon a big green house with beautiful colonial 
design. This legendary house, now used as a 
town hall for civil marriages, was once owned 
by a wealthy doctor and formed part of the elite 
neighborhood in Oranjestad. 

Jacobo Eloy Arends was an Aruban physician, and 
in lived in Oranjestad during the 1920s. In 1922, 
he married Maria Monica Lacle, the daughter 
of well-known business man at the time, Adriaan 
Lacle. The two lived a posh life in the city center, 
and their mansion—once the center for neighbor-

hood parties—now serves as a public town hall 
for civil marriages and is a cultural monument 
on the island. 

The house was designed by architect Chibi Wever, 
and constructed under the leadership of famous 
master carpenter, Dada Picus, who was famous at 
the time for his construction of beautiful buildings. 

The construction of the house started once Ja-
cobo and Maria got engaged. It is said that during 
the time of construction, Maria was not allowed 
to see the building nor be anywhere near the 
construction site. It wasn’t until after her honey-
moon that she saw the completed mansion for 
the first time, furnished entirely by her sisters-in-law. 

The mansion also contained the doctor’s office, as 
well as a pharmacy. After the death of Jacobo, 
the house was inherited by his son, an Aruban 
dentist, who converted Jacobo’s office into his 
own dental practice. Over the years, the house 
was rented and used by third parties, but eventu-
ally fell into disrepair, as the maintenance cost 
became too high to cover. 

The land was sold to Land Aruba in 1986, but it 
did not see a renovation until 1997. Nowadays, 
it serves to host weddings, and is attached to a 
modern building situated behind—the Aruban 
census office. 

Jacobo and Maria’s mansion was situated in front 

of another famous mansion, owned by Jacobo’s 
brother Frederico Maximiliaan (Machi) Arends. 
Frederico was married to Veneranda (whom the 
mansion was named after). Their house was also 
constructed by Dada Picus, utilizing Veneranda’s 
design vision that was inspired by a house she 
saw in Cartagena, Colombia. 

Nowadays, this mansion lies in ruins. However, 
the Aruban government recently announced 
its official restoration, with plans to convert this 
monument into a governmental office and public 
space for visitors of Oranjestad. q

Source and pictures credited to: “De Kolibrie op de 
Rots (en meer over the geschiedenis van Aruba)” 

by Evert Bongers.
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Cruise ship Schedule: March 15 - 21 2025

(Oranjestad)—When traveling to another 
country, especially for the first time, it is 
always better to be over-prepared than 
under-prepared. That is why we have a list 
of basicbut important information that we 
think may come in handy to Aruba’s visi-
tors. 

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates on 110V to 127V 
supply voltage and 60Hz. There are also 
three types of outlets used on the island: 
type A with two flat prongs; type B with 
two flat and one grounding prong, and 
on occasion, type F with two round prong 
and two earth clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly found in homes 
and establishments. 

Drinking water
The water that flows through the sinks of 
every house, hotels and other establish-
ments is distilled and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water exceeds WHO’s in-
ternational standards for water quality, so 
there is no need to buy bottled water from 
the store. 

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may vary depending 
on where you are staying on the island. 
Generally though, most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 10pm, Monday 
through Saturday. On Sundays, supermar-
kets generally close earlier; mostly around 
2pm.  

Safety
Since February 2024, Aruba has been cat-
egorized as the safest country in the Carib-
bean by The Telegraph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told us how they feel 
safe to explore the island or walk around 
at night. However, rare incidents do oc-
curs, so keep yourself and your belongings 
safe. 

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

SERVICE
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San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051
Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
del Pueblo:  tel.582 1253
San Nicolas:
Seroe Preto:tel.584 4833

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

HEALTH

Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002

By WYATTE GRANTHAM-
PHILIPS 
AP Business Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Amid 
widespread economic tur-
moil, the price of gold has 
soared to levels never seen 
before.
Gold futures surpassed the 
$3,000 per troy ounce for 
the first time this week. The 
price to buy gold on the 
spot market in New York is 
following closely behind.
Interest in buying gold can 
rise sharply in times of un-
certainty, as anxious inves-
tors seek safe havens for 
their money. Gold prices 
are spiking higher now 
as U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s tariff policies have 
kicked off an international 
trade war that has roiled 
financial markets and 
threatened to reignite in-
flation for families and busi-
nesses alike.

Gold bars are shown stacked in a vault at the United States Mint 
on July 22, 2014 in West Point, N.Y.

Associated Press

Gold rises to new heights as anxiety grips markets. 
Here’s what you need to know

If trends continue, analysts 
say gold’s price could con-
tinue to climb in the months 
ahead. 
But precious metals are 
also volatile assets  and so 
the future is never prom-
ised.
Here’s what to know.
What’s the price of gold to-
day?
The going price for New 
York spot gold closed Thurs-
day at record $2,988 per 
troy ounce the standard 
for measuring precious 
metals, which is equivalent 
to 31 grams  per FactSet. 
That’s over $825 higher 
than gold’s spot price one 
year ago.
Gold futures surpassed the 
$3,000 mark Thursday. But 
as of midday Friday, fell to 
just over $2,990.
The price of spot gold is up 
nearly 14% since the start 
of 2025, per FactSet. By 

contrast, the stock market 
has tumbled. The bench-
mark S&P 500 has tumbled 
more than 5% this year with 
even blue-chip stocks fad-
ing. Apple, for instance, 
just had its worst week in 
five years.
Why is the price of gold go-
ing up?
A lot of it boils down to un-
certainty. Interest in buying 
gold typically spikes when 
investors become anxious  
and there’s been a lot of 
economic turmoil in recent 
months.
Today, the heaviest un-
certainty lies with Trump’s 
escalating trade war. The 
president’s on-again, off-
again new levy announce-
ments and retaliatory tariffs 
from some of the nation’s 
closest traditional allies 
have created a sense of 
whiplash for both business-
es and consumers  who 
economists say will foot the 
bill through higher prices.
Confidence began to slide 
at the start of the year for 

both U.S. households and 
businesses due to fears of 
inflation and tariffs. 
Those worries seem to only 
be worsening, according 
to a preliminary survey re-
leased Friday by the Uni-
versity of Michigan. 
Its measure of consumer 
sentiment sank for a third 
straight month due mostly 
to concerns about the 
future.q
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By ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press
Jason Sudeikis’ mustache 
is making a comeback. 
“Ted Lasso,” the dramedy 
about a fiercely optimistic 
American soccer coach in 
London, is set to return for 
a fourth season, Apple TV+ 
announced Friday.
The streamer did not say 
when the new episodes 
would become available 
or where they are in the 
production process. In a 
statement, Sudeikis, the 
show’s star and an execu-
tive producer, hinted the 
new episodes would be 
about taking chances.
“In season four, the folks 
at AFC Richmond learn to 
LEAP BEFORE THEY LOOK, 
discovering that wherev-
er they land, it’s exactly 

where they’re meant to 
be.”
Ted Lasso the character 
was first introduced by Su-
deikis in 2013 to promote 
NBC Sports’ coverage 
of the England Premier 
League. In a short film, Las-
so was the coach of Lon-
don’s Tottenham Hotspur 
Football Club. It was quick-
ly clear that he knew little  
if anything  about soccer.
“They’re gonna play hard 
for all four quarters,” Las-
so said of the players in a 
mock press conference. 
“Do we have any goals 
this season? Absolutely. 
We’re gonna win a lot of 
games and we’re gonna 
get in the playoffs.”
“There’s no playoffs” a re-
porter corrected from the 
audience. The bit was so 

popular that Sudeikis was 
tapped to reprise the char-
acter again the following 
year.
The idea came up to write 
a show around the char-
acter but it didn’t come to 
fruition until Bill Lawrence 
(“Scrubs,” “Cougar Town”) 
helped get it picked up 
by Apple TV+. “Ted Lasso” 
debuted in August 2020, 
in the middle of the pan-
demic lockdown. This ver-
sion of Lasso was the new 
coach of a fictional soc-
cer team in London called 
AFC Richmond. Lasso’s 
cheery disposition allowed 
him to win over even the 
surliest of soccer fans, not 
to mention viewers tired of 
staying indoors.
“He’s the version of me 
that I wish I could be,” Su-

deikis told the AP ahead 
of its debut. “He has highs 
and lows like anyone. But 
he’s eternally optimistic 
and hopeful and sincere.”
“Ted Lasso” has won seven 
Primetime Emmy Awards, 

including outstanding 
comedy series for its first 
two seasons. It made stars 
out of its supporting cast, 
including Brett Goldstein, 
Hannah Waddingham 
and Juno Temple.q

Jason Sudeikis arrives at the season three premiere of “Ted 
Lasso” on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, at Regency Village Theatre 
in Los Angeles.
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‘Ted Lasso’ is coming back

By BROOKE LEFFERTS 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — The af-
fection between Sting and 
Shaggy is palpable from 
the moment they sit down 
together. When the two 
prolific recording artists are 
asked where the chemistry 
comes from, Shaggy simply 
says they make each other 
laugh.
The pals have worked to-
gether on several projects, 
including their Grammy-
winning reggae album 
“44/876” in 2018 and on 
Shaggy’s 2022 album 
“Com Fly Wid Mi,” where 
Sting encouraged Shaggy 
to depart from his trade-
mark “toasting” on reg-
gae/dancehall hits to sing 
Frank Sinatra songs.
Their latest collaboration is 
“Til A Mawnin”  an upbeat 
reggae track showcasing 
some of the pair’s playful-
ness released Feb. 27. Sting, 
73, and Shaggy, 56, spoke 
to The Associated Press re-
cently about the new song 
and finding friendship and 
musical inspiration in each 
other. Answers have been 
edited for clarity and brev-
ity.
AP: How did this friendship 
come about?
STING: You know, you meet 
people sometimes and you 

recognize them immedi-
ately. I don’t know, chemis-
try maybe, but I recognized 
him as a kindred spirit. And 
yeah, we’re both students. 
We’re both curious about 
music. We’re both dads.
SHAGGY: Husbands!
STING: Good citizens!
AP: Describe this new song 
and what you were aiming 
for.
STING: The first time I heard 
it, I started to smile. There’s 

a lot of joy in this song, and 
I feel it’s kind of necessary 
at this time in the world. ... 
The world is fractured and 
so we need music to be a 
medicine. We need some-
thing that makes us smile.
SHAGGY: It’s a feel-good 
track. But it’s a little deeper 
for me. There’s a cultural 
undertone here with this 
song. 
The original riddim track 
was from an old Yellow-

man song, “I’m Getting 
Married,” produced by a 
legendary producer by the 
name of (Henry) “Junjo” 
Lawes. He’s arguably the 
guy that was responsible 
for a whole genre, which 
is dancehall, because he 
did reggae music, but he 
voiced “toasters” on these 
reggae beats. 
And what he did was 
sound system music, which 
is these huge speakers they 

used to block the streets, 
and that sound system mu-
sic was part of a deep part 
of the ghetto sound. Cultur-
ally, it’s the soundtrack to 
almost every inner-city per-
son’s life in Jamaica.
AP: How have reggae fans 
received the song?
SHAGGY: The reggae com-
munity and the Jamaican 
communities have em-
braced this track solid and 
they’re very, very proud of 
it. I like the fact that it’s go-
ing beyond just the range. 
There’s a lot of internation-
al eyes on it and ears on it. 
You know, people are real-
ly sending their comments 
in and you could feel it. 
There’s an energy with this 
record that we haven’t felt 
in a long time, and it’s just 
sunshine and joy.
AP: Sting, you stretched 
your voice in a different 
way for this song. Is it fun to 
still do that at this point in 
your career?
STING: Absolutely. I  like him  
am a student of music. I will 
be until my dying day and 
I’m here to learn. So I could 
teach him something and 
he can teach me some-
thing.
SHAGGY: And he’s taught 
me a lot. I’m a singer 
now.q

Sting, left, and Shaggy pose for a portrait on Tuesday, March 11, 2025, in New York. 
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Sting and Shaggy offer a new reggae song as musical medicine 
for a fractured world



SPORTS A15
Saturday 15 March 2025

By JANIE McCAULEY 
AP Sports Writer
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Stephen Curry’s shooting 
range and accuracy from 
way back have long stood 
alone  whether with a de-
fender or two in his face or 
when letting it fly from the 
logo.
Now, the NBA’s career 
leader in 3-pointers has 
reached new territory from 
beyond the arc: Golden 
State’s star guard is the first 
player in league history to 
reach 4,000 3s.
He did it a day before his 
37th birthday.
His 4,000th came from the 
right wing and under pres-
sure off a pass from Moses 
Moody with 8:19 left in the 
third quarter, on his fourth 
attempt of the night.
Fans jumped to their feet 
and roared when Curry 
made it, and a tribute 
played on the big screen 
during a timeout shortly 
after. It included a con-
gratulatory message from 
former Warriors big man 
Andris Biedrins of Latvia 
who dished out the assist 
on Curry’s first 3.
“I actually had I’d call it 
an emotional moment on 
the bench when I saw him. 
They didn’t tell me that 
they found him and got a 

video message from him. 
That was my vet when I was 
here my rookie year,” Curry 
said. “I would love to have 
quizzed our team on the 
the bench and see if any-
body knew who that was 
because that was such a 
long time ago. ... Really 
cool to kind of think back 
how far I’ve come from the 
first one to 4,000, which is 
crazy.”
The two-time NBA MVP 

needed two more from 
deep coming into Thursday 
night’s game against the 
rival Sacramento Kings at 
Chase Center. He hit his first 
from the left wing with 5:35 
remaining in the opening 
quarter.
Smothered by Keegan 
Murray or DeMar DeRozan, 
Curry missed on his second 
attempt from near the top 
of the arc  after teammate 
Draymond Green scored 

the first six points on a pair 
of 3s and 7-footer Quinten 
Post also had two 3s.
Curry hit the front rim with 
his next try, a 30-footer 
four minutes before half-
time. He could sense how 
everybody in the building 
couldn’t wait.
“I could feel the energy 
and the buzz from the be-
ginning of the game af-
ter I made my first 3, even 
the second one I shot and 

missed it was an adrena-
line rush, and they were 
with me every moment of 
the game tonight,” Curry 
said. “When that second 
one went in I knew there 
was a lot of game left so I 
tried to not get too ahead 
of myself. But it was a spe-
cial moment to feel that 
energy and allow them to 
enjoy that milestone and 
accomplishment with me.”
How might the team cel-
ebrate Curry’s latest mile-
stone and birthday?
“What do you get for the 
guy who has everything? 
Maybe I’ll give him a day 
off,” coach Steve Kerr said 
with a smile.
Every player received a 
special black T-shirt hang-
ing in his locker commem-
orating the accomplish-
ment.
Curry hit five 3s in Monday’s 
130-120 win against Port-
land. His first career 3 came 
on Oct. 30, 2009, at Phoe-
nix.
Kings coach Doug Christie 
remembers when Reggie 
Miller’s numbers seemed 
astronomical.
“It was (2,560) with Reg-
gie Miller and it was like, 
‘Whoa, that’s out of con-
trol,’” Christie said before 
the game, then praised 
Curry.q

Golden State Warriors guard Stephen Curry (30) reacts after making a 3-point basket during the 
first half of an NBA basketball game against the Sacramento Kings, Thursday, March 13, 2025, in 
San Francisco. 

Associated Press 

Stephen Curry becomes first player in NBA history to make 4,000 
3-pointers

DALLAS (AP) — Star pass rusher Micah 
Parsons of the Cowboys and now-former 
teammate DeMarcus Lawrence traded 
barbs on social media after Lawrence said 
he chose Seattle in free agency in part be-
cause he was never going to win a Super 
Bowl with Dallas.
“This is what rejection and envy look like! 
This some clown (stuff),” Parsons wrote on 
X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, 
before adding a clown emoji.
“Calling me a clown won’t change the 
fact that I told the truth,” Lawrence re-
sponded. “Maybe if you spent less 
time tweeting and more time winning, I 
wouldn’t have left.”
The reaction from Parsons was prompted 
by an interview posted on X in which Law-
rence said, “Dallas is my home. ... But I 
know for sure I’m not going to win a Super 
Bowl there.”
The Cowboys haven’t even reached an 
NFC championship game since winning 

the franchise’s fifth Super Bowl title to cap 
the 1995 season.
Lawrence, who agreed to a three-year 
deal with the Seahawks, was a second-
round draft pick by Dallas in 2013 and 
signed the biggest contract for a defen-
sive player in club history six years later af-
ter consecutive seasons with double-digit 
sacks.
Lawrence never had more than 6 1/2 
sacks after signing the big contract, while 
the Cowboys made it to the divisional 
round four times in his 11 seasons. He said 
the Cowboys didn’t offer him a contract 
this offseason.
The 32-year-old was limited to four games 
by a sprained foot in 2024 and missed at 
least half the season in two of the past four 
years.
Parsons is the fourth player in NFL history to 
record at least 10 sacks in each of his first 
four seasons. The other three are in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame.q

Seattle Seahawks defensive end DeMarcus Lawrence speaks to 
the media Thursday, March 13, 2025, at the NFL football team’s 
facilities in Renton, Wash. 
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Micah Parsons starts social media spat after DeMarcus Lawrence 
says Cowboys can’t win Super Bowl
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By DOUG FERGUSON AP 
Golf Writer
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Fla. 
(AP) — Min Woo Lee and 
Akshay Bhatia shared the 
lead at The Players Cham-
pionship with vastly differ-
ent finishes Friday morning 
on a TPC Sawgrass course 
that didn’t let anyone get 
too far ahead of the pack.
Lee hit his stride when he 
made the turn, with four 
birdies in a five-hole stretch 
on the front nine, missing 
out only on the easier par 
5. But he ran into trouble 
on the par-5 ninth and took 
bogey for a 6-under 66.
Bhatia looked to be sty-
mied by a tree on the par-5 
ninth about an hour later, 
only to play a smart wedge 
around the branches of a 
tree to set up birdie for a 66.
They were at 11-under 133 
and waiting to see if any-
one from the afternoon 
could catch them.
But no one was too far 
away.
J.J. Spaun had a 68 and 
was one shot behind. Rory 
McIlroy was at the top of 
the leaderboard at various 
points of another beauti-
ful March day, mainly be-
cause he was able to play 
from the short grass instead 
of the rough and pine 
straw. He had a 68 and was 
two behind.
But there is trouble lurking. 
McIlroy discovered that 
with a pulled drive on the 

sixth and hitting the trees 
with his second shot on the 
ninth, both leading to bo-
gey.
“I think I hit more fairways in 
six holes today than I did in 
18 yesterday,” McIlroy said. 
“Got it in play much better 
and then from there was 
able to give myself some 
opportunities and obvious-
ly make some birdies early. 
Couldn’t quite continue 
that on to the back nine, 
but it was much better off 
the tee.”
Also two shots behind was 
Collin Morikawa, the run-

ner-up last week at Bay 
Hill who chipped in twice 
among his nine birdies in a 
round of 65.
“I can’t say I drove it great 
and hit the ball amazing, 
but I really just took advan-
tage of when I did hit good 
shots,” Morikawa said. “I 
putted really nicely. Also 
I didn’t try fighting it too 
much. 
I knew it wasn’t quite ex-
actly how I was hitting it, 
and you just make due.”
Two-time defending cham-
pion Scottie Scheffler had 
to settle for a 70 and was 

six shots behind, still very 
much in the mix consider-
ing he rallied from about 
that much on one day last 
year.
The biggest fear Friday was 
what to expect on Satur-
day, with wind in the fore-
cast on a course that can 
punish even in calm condi-
tions.
The opening rounds were 
the time to score. Some 
players, such as Lee, Bha-
tia and Morikawa, filled up 
their scorecards with birdies 
to atone for the handful of 
mistakes. Billy Horschel re-

mained in the mix with only 
two birdies and just one bo-
gey.
The previous day, Horschel 
had nine birdies and four 
bogeys.
“Even though I made a lot 
of birdies, I’ll take today’s 
round of golf because the 
way I felt out there  the way 
mentally I played  I com-
mitted to a lot more golf 
shots that I did yesterday,” 
Horschel said. “I made nine 
birdies yesterday. Yeah, it’s 
not bad. But I put four bo-
geys in there which were 
just really uncommitted 
shots.”
That’s what Sawgrass de-
mands above all  commit-
ment.
The attention turned to the 
cut line at the $25 million 
tournament, the richest in 
golf. Xander Schauffele, 
who has made 59 consec-
utive cuts on the PGA Tour, 
finished with a two-putt 
birdie on the troublesome 
ninth hole for a 71 that left 
him on the bubble.
Schauffele, who only re-
turned last week from two 
months of letting a rib injury 
heal, has made only seven 
birdies in two rounds and 
was not the least bit im-
pressed.
“Not hitting it close enough, 
to duffing chips, to missing 
every fairway, to hitting 
fairways, to missing greens. 
It’s pretty gross, to be com-
pletely honest,” he said. q

Min Woo Lee yells after hitting his second shot on the ninth hole during the second round of The 
Players Championship golf tournament Friday, March 14, 2025, in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla. 
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Min Woo Lee and Akshay Bhatia grab early lead at Players 
Championship

By GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer
GENEVA (AP) — The impact of climate change on the global sports calendar will be 
a priority issue for Sebastian Coe if he wins the IOC’s presidential election, the former 
runner said Friday
“If I’m successful next week that is very high in my in-tray,” Coe told reporters in an 
online call ahead of the vote in Greece next Thursday, where he is one of seven can-
didates to succeed IOC President Thomas Bach.
Coe said he stood “full square” with the 400 Olympic athletes who on Friday urged the 
IOC candidates to treat climate change as a priority.
“There is for me an unmistakable need to have a really sensible revisit of what the 
global calendar looks like,” said the two-time Olympic gold medalist, who leads track 
and field body World Athletics.
There is a broad consensus among the Olympic body’s leadership candidates to be 
more flexible in scheduling future Summer Games and other international events while 
continuing to promote sustainable environmental policies.
The next Summer Olympics are in July 2028 in Los Angeles, which was ravaged by 
deadly wildfires in January, though Olympic venues were spared.q

Candidate to the presidency of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) Sebastian Coe speaks during a press 
conference following a presentation before their fellow IOC 
members in Lausanne, Switzerland, on Jan 30, 2025 
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Olympic candidate Coe backs athletes calling for climate issues 
to be a priority in global sports


