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The world is pumping out 57 million tons of plastic pollution a year

A man walks on a railway track littered with plastic and other waste materials on Earth Day in Mumbai, India, April 22, 2024.            Associated Press
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By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer
The world creates 57 million tons 
of plastic pollution every year and 
spreads it from the deepest oceans 
to the highest mountaintop to the 
inside of people's bodies, accord-
ing to a new study that also said 
more than two-thirds of it comes 
from the Global South.
It's enough pollution each year — 
about 52 million metric tons — to 

fill New York City's Central Park with 
plastic waste as high as the Empire 
State Building, according to re-
searchers at the University of Leeds 
in the United Kingdom. They exam-
ined waste produced on the local 
level at more than 50,000 cities and 
towns across the world for a study 
in Wednesday's journal Nature.
The study examined plastic that 
goes into the open environment, 
not plastic that goes into landfills 

or is properly burned. For 15% of 
the world's population, govern-
ment fails to collect and dispose of 
waste, the study's authors said — a 
big reason Southeast Asia and Sub-
Saharan Africa produce the most 
plastic waste. That includes 255 mil-
lion people in India, the study said.
Lagos, Nigeria, emitted the most 
plastic pollution of any city, ac-
cording to study author Costas 
Velis, a Leeds environmental en-

gineering professor. The other big-
gest plastic polluting cities are New 
Delhi; Luanda, Angola; Karachi, 
Pakistan and Al Qahirah, Egypt.
India leads the world in generating 
plastic pollution, producing 10.2 
million tons a year (9.3 million met-
ric tons), far more than double the 
next big-polluting nations, Nigeria 
and Indonesia. 

Continued on Page 2
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China, often villainized for 
pollution, ranks fourth but is 
making tremendous strides 
in reducing waste, Velis 
said. Other top plastic pol-
luters are Pakistan, Bang-
ladesh, Russia and Brazil. 
Those eight nations are 
responsible for more than 
half of the globe's plastic 
pollution, according to the 
study's data.
The United States ranks 
90th in plastic pollution 
with more than 52,500 tons 
(47,600 metric tons) and 
the United Kingdom ranks 
135th with nearly 5,100 tons 
(4,600 metric tons), accord-
ing to the study.
In 2022, most of the world's 
nations agreed to make 
the first legally binding 
treaty on plastics pollution, 
including in the oceans. Fi-
nal treaty negotiations take 
place in South Korea in No-
vember.
The study used artificial in-
telligence to concentrate 
on plastics that were im-
properly burned — about 
57% of the pollution — or 
just dumped. In both cases 
incredibly tiny microplas-
tics, or nanoplastics, are 
what turn the problem 
from a visual annoyance at 
beaches and a marine life 
problem to a human health 
threat, Velis said.
Several studies this year 
have looked at how prev-
alent microplastics are in 
our drinking water and in 
people's tissue, such as 
hearts, brains and testicles, 
with doctors and scientists 

still not quite sure what it 
means in terms of human 
health threats.
"The big time bomb of mi-
croplastics are these micro-
plastics released in the Glo-
bal South mainly," Velis said. 
"We already have a huge 
dispersal problem. They are 
in the most remote places 
... the peaks of Everest, in 
the Mariana Trench in the 
ocean, in what we breathe 
and what we eat and what 
we drink."
He called it "everybody's 
problem" and one that will 
haunt future generations.
"We shouldn't put the 
blame, any blame, on the 
Global South," Velis said. 
"And we shouldn't praise 
ourselves about what we 
do in the Global North in 
any way."

It's just a lack of resources 
and ability of government 
to provide the necessary 
services to citizens, Velis 
said.
Outside experts worried 
that the study's focus on 
pollution, rather than over-
all production, lets the plas-
tics industry off the hook. 
Making plastics emits large 
amounts of greenhouse 
gas that contribute to cli-
mate change.
"These guys have defined 
plastic pollution in a much 
narrower way, as really 
just macroplastics that are 
emitted into the environ-
ment after the consumer, 
and it risks us losing our fo-
cus on the upstream and 
saying, hey now all we 
need to do is manage the 
waste better," said Neil Tan-

gri, senior director of sci-
ence and policy at GAIA, 
a global network of advo-
cacy organizations working 
on zero waste and environ-
mental justice initiatives. 
"It's necessary but it's not 
the whole story."
Theresa Karlsson, science 
and technical advisor to 
International Pollutants 
Elimination Network, an-
other coalition of advoca-
cy groups on environment, 
health and waste issues, 
called the volume of pollu-
tion identified by the study 
"alarming" and said it shows 
the amount of plastics be-
ing produced today is "un-
manageable."
But she said the study 
misses the significance of 
the global trade in plastic 
waste that has rich coun-

tries sending it to poor 
ones. The study said plastic 
waste trade is decreasing, 
with China banning waste 
imports. But Karlsson said 
overall waste trade is ac-
tually increasing and likely 
plastics with it. She cited EU 
waste exports going from 
110,000 tons (100,000 met-
ric tons) in 2004 to 1.4 mil-
lion tons (1.3 million metric 
tons) in 2021.
Velis said the amount of 
plastic waste traded is 
small. Kara Lavender Law, 
an oceanography profes-
sor at the Sea Education 
Association who wasn't in-
volved in the study, agreed, 
based on U.S. plastic waste 
trends. She said this was 
otherwise one of the more 
comprehensive studies on 
plastic waste.
Officials in the plastics in-
dustry praised the study.
"This study underscores that 
uncollected and unman-
aged plastic waste is the 
largest contributor to plastic 
pollution and that prioritiz-
ing adequate waste man-
agement is critical to end-
ing plastic pollution," Chris 
Jahn, council secretary of 
the International Council 
on Chemical Associations, 
said in a statement. In trea-
ty negotiations, the industry 
opposes a cap on plastic 
production.
The United Nations projects 
that plastics production 
is likely to rise from about 
440 million tons (400 mil-
lion metric tons) a year to 
more than 1,200 million tons 
(1,100 million metric tons, 
saying "our planet is chok-
ing in plastic."q

City workers remove garbage floating on the Negro River, which has a rising water level due to 
rain, in Manaus, Amazonas state, Brazil, June 6, 2022. 
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White House signaling it will likely stop 
Nippon Steel’s plans to buy U.S. Steel

By JOSH BOAK and 
MARC LEVY 

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

White House is signaling an 
openness to blocking the 
acquisition of U.S. Steel by 
Nippon Steel, as a govern-
ment review of the proposed 
takeover by the Japanese 
company is on the cusp of 
ending.
The Washington Post reported 
Wednesday that President 
Joe Biden plans to stop the 
deal from going forward. A 
White House official, insisting 
on anonymity to discuss the 
matter, did not deny the re-
port and said Biden still needs 

to receive the official recom-
mendation from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment 
in the United States. That re-
view could end as soon as 
this month.
Biden had already voiced 
his objections to the merg-
er, backing his supporters in 
the United Steelworkers union 
who oppose the deal. The ob-
jection carries weight as U.S. 
Steel is headquartered in the 
swing state of Pennsylvania 
and is a symbol of Pittsburgh's 
industrial might in an election 

year where Republicans and 
Democrats alike are promis-
ing more domestic manufac-
turing jobs.
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris, the Democratic nominee, 
came out against the deal 
this week. 
Former President Donald 
Trump, the Republican nomi-
nee, already said he would 
block the merger if he was 
still in the White House.
Stock in U.S. Steel fell roughly 
17% on the news that Biden 
would stop the merger.q

Democratic presidential nominee Vice President Kamala Harris 
campaigns with President Joe Biden at the IBEW Local Union #5 
union hall in Pittsburgh, on Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 2, 2024. 

Associated Press
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By ERIC TUCKER, DAVID 
KLEPPER and MATTHEW LEE 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration an-
nounced wide-ranging ac-
tions Wednesday meant to 
call out Russian influence 
in the upcoming U.S. presi-
dential election, unsealing 
criminal charges against 
two employees of a Rus-
sian state-run media com-
pany and seizing internet 
domains used by the Krem-
lin to spread disinformation.
The measures represented 
a U.S. government effort 
at disrupting a persistent 
threat from Russia that 
American officials have 
long warned has the po-
tential to sow discord and 
create confusion among 
voters. Washington has 
said that Russia remains the 
primary threat to elections 
even as the FBI investigates 
a hack by Iran of Donald 
Trump’s campaign and an 
attempt breach of the Joe 
Biden-Kamala Harris cam-
paign.
One criminal case accuses 
two employees of RT, a Rus-
sian-state funded media or-
ganization that was forced 
by the Justice Department 
as a foreign agent, of co-
vertly funding a Tennessee-
based content creation 

company to publish nearly 
2,000 videos containing 
Russian propaganda. The 
defendants, who remain at 
large, used fake identities 
and the company was un-
aware it was being used by 
Russia. In the other action, 
officials announced the sei-
zure of 32 internet domains 
that were used by the 
Kremlin to spread Russian 
propaganda and weaken 
global support for Ukraine.

Attorney General Merrick 
Garland said the actions 
relate to Russia’s use of 
state media to enlist un-
witting American influenc-
ers to spread propaganda 
and disinformation.
Intelligence agencies have 
previously charged that 
Russia was using disinfor-
mation to try to interfere in 
the election. The new steps 
show the depth of U.S. con-
cerns and signal legal ac-

tions against those suspect-
ed of being involved.
“Today’s announcement 
highlights the lengths some 
foreign governments go 
to undermine American 
democratic institutions,” 
the State Department said. 
“But these foreign govern-
ments should also know 
that we will not tolerate 
foreign malign actors in-
tentionally interfering and 
undermining free and fair 

elections.”
In a speech last month, 
Deputy Attorney General 
Lisa Monaco said Russia re-
mained the biggest threat 
to election integrity, accus-
ing Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin and “his proxies 
are using increasingly so-
phisticated techniques in 
their interference opera-
tions. They’re targeting spe-
cific voter demographics 
and swing-state voters to 
in an effort to manipulate 
presidential and congres-
sional election outcomes. 
They’re intent on co-opting 
unwitting Americans on 
social media to push nar-
ratives advancing Russian 
interests.”
Much of the concern 
around Russia centers on 
cyberattacks and disin-
formation campaigns de-
signed to influence the No-
vember vote. The tactics 
include using state media 
like RT to advance anti-U.S. 
messages and content, as 
well as networks of fake 
websites and social me-
dia accounts that amplify 
the claims and inject them 
into American’s online con-
versations. Typically, these 
networks seize on polarizing 
political topics such as im-
migration, crime or the war 
in Gaza.q

Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a meeting of the Justice Department’s Election 
Threats Task Force, at the Department of Justice, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in Washington, with 
Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, left, and FBI Director Christopher Wray, right.

Associated Press

U.S. accuses Russia of using state media to spread disinformation 
before the November election

By FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Republicans have 
issued a subpoena de-
manding testimony from 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken as they wrap up a 
sprawling yearslong investi-
gation into the chaotic U.S. 
withdrawal from Afghani-
stan in August 2021.
Rep. Michael McCaul, the 
chairman of the House For-
eign Affairs Committee, 
sent a subpoena letter late 
Tuesday ordering Blinken to 
appear before the com-
mittee by Sept. 19 or face 
a contempt of Congress 
charge. “You served as the 
final decision maker for the 
department on the with-

drawal and evacuation,” 
McCaul wrote.
He added that three years 
later, Blinken is “in a position 
to inform the Committee’s 
consideration of potential 
legislation aimed at helping 
prevent the catastrophic 
mistakes of the withdrawal, 
including potential reforms 
to the Department’s legis-
lative authorization.”
Matthew Miller, a State De-
partment spokesman, said 
Blinken is unable to testify 
on the dates proposed by 
the committee as he will 
be traveling for diplomatic 
work the majority of Sep-
tember. He claimed the 
committee denied “rea-
sonable alternatives” to 
the subpoena date.

“The Secretary has testified 
before the Congress on 
Afghanistan more than 14 
times  more than any oth-
er Cabinet-level official,” 
Miller said, adding that four 
of those times were directly 
before the Foreign Affairs 
committee at the request 
of McCaul. “It is disappoint-
ing that instead of con-
tinuing to engage with the 
Department in good faith, 
the Committee instead has 
issued yet another unnec-
essary subpoena.” The sub-
poena for Blinken’s testi-
mony is the latest in a series 
of moves by McCaul and 
other House Republicans 
over the last 18 months to 
hold the Biden administra-
tion accountable for what 

they have called a “stun-
ning failure of leadership” 
after Taliban forces seized 
the Afghan capital of Ka-

bul, far more rapidly than 
U.S. intelligence had fore-
seen as American forces 
pulled out.q

A U.S. Chinook helicopter flies over the U.S. embassy in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, on Sunday, Aug. 15, 2021, as the capital was 
captured by Taliban forces. 
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House Republicans subpoena Secretary Blinken for testimony on 
U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan
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By RUSS BYNUM 
Associated Press
SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) — A 
Georgia gun owner’s attor-
ney asked a judge Wednes-
day to halt enforcement of 
a Savannah city ordinance 
that imposes fines and pos-
sibly jail time for people who 
leave guns inside unlocked 
cars.
The lawsuit by Clarence Belt 
could ultimately determine 
whether city officials success-
fully found a niche where 
they can legally regulate 
gun safety in a state where 
Republican lawmakers have 
widely abolished restrictions 
on owning and carrying fire-
arms.
Savannah’s mayor and city 
council voted unanimously in 
April to outlaw keeping fire-
arms in unlocked vehicles, 
with maximum penalties of 
a $1,000 fine and 30 days in 
jail. They said the law would 
make it harder for criminals 
to steal guns, and cited lo-
cal police statistics showing 
more than 200 guns reported 
stolen last year from vehicles 
that weren’t locked.
Belt filed suit in May. He lives 
in Jesup, Georgia, about 66 
miles (106 kilometers) south-
west of Savannah, but says 
he frequently visits the coast-

al city for shopping, eating 
and doctor appointments. 
His lawyer, John Monroe, says 
Belt carries a gun in his ve-
hicle and fears being cited. 
“He’s disabled and it’s dif-
ficult for him to comply with 
the ordinance,” said Monroe, 
who gave no further details 
about Belt’s disability during 
a court hearing Wednesday. 
“He also doesn’t want to 
comply with the ordinance.” 
Chatham County Superior 
Court Judge Benjamin Karpf 

didn’t rule Wednesday on 
Belt’s motion to halt enforce-
ment of the Savannah ordi-
nance while considering his 
underlying lawsuit that seeks 
to have it thrown out perma-
nently. Monroe said Savan-
nah’s ordinance should be 
voided because it violates 
a state law prohibiting local 
governments from regulating 
“the possession, ownership, 
transport, (or) carrying” of 
firearms.
Georgia Attorney General 

Chris Carr, a Republican, 
made the same argument 
in a May letter to Savannah 
officials stating that “no local 
ordinance can regulate fire-
arms.” City officials ignored 
Carr’s warning that they 
could face civil liability for 
enforcing the ordinance. Sa-
vannah Mayor Van Johnson, 
a Democrat and a former 
police officer, has supported 
the city’s ordinance as a way 
to make gun owners act re-
sponsibly without infringing 

on their rights to own or carry 
firearms.
Bates Lovett, Savannah’s 
city government attorney, 
noted in court Wednesday 
that the state law cited 
by Belt’s lawyer and Carr 
doesn’t expressly say local 
governments can’t regulate 
gun storage.
Lovett also argued that Sa-
vannah’s ordinance isn’t 
primarily about guns.
“We’re regulating the vehi-
cle, not the firearm,” Lovett 
told the judge, adding that 
it’s perfectly legal in Savan-
nah to store a gun in a car. 
“But once you leave the 
vehicle, you must lock that 
vehicle.” Monroe said Geor-
gia courts have struck down 
attempts by other local 
governments to “indirectly” 
regulate guns, and that any 
limitations on gun storage by 
cities should be considered 
illegal restrictions on posses-
sion and ownership.
Savannah police had only 
issued three citations and 
one warning for guns left in 
unlocked cars as of Aug. 15, 
the Savannah Morning News 
reported. The police depart-
ment did not immediately 
provide an updated total 
Wednesday to The Associ-
ated Press. q

By KATE PAYNE 
Associated Press/Report for 
America
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — A 
Florida county is in talks to 
acquire a storied but aging 
ocean liner in a proposed 
deal that could create the 
largest artificial reef in the 
world.
But the plan hit a snag 
Tuesday, after local offi-
cials in coastal Okaloosa 
County in the Florida pan-
handle postponed a vote 
on the plan to buy and pur-
posefully sink the SS United 
States.
The largest passenger ship 
ever built in the U.S., the SS 
United States shattered a 
record for the fastest trans-
Atlantic crossing by a pas-
senger liner on its maiden 

voyage in 1952, The Asso-
ciated Press reported from 
aboard the ship.
Now the historic vessel is in 
a race against time to find 
a new resting place, after a 

court set a Sept. 12 dead-
line for the ship to vacate 
its current home at a pier 
in Philadelphia, following 
a yearslong legal dispute 
over rent and dockage 

fees.
Options include scrapping 
the massive ocean liner  
which is more than 100 feet 
(30 meters) longer than the 
Titanic  or purposefully sink-
ing it to create an artificial 
reef. Officials in Florida’s 
Okaloosa County hope to 
do just that: send the SS 
United States to the bottom 
of the Gulf to create the 
world’s largest artificial reef  
a diving attraction that 
boosters hope will gener-
ate millions of dollars a year 
in local tourism spending 
for scuba shops, charter 
fishing boats and hotels.
“Most divers are going to 
be very excited,” said Da-
vid Bailey, a member of the 
Emerald Coast Scubaholics 
dive club. “But any of the 

reefing program is about 
more than just diving. ... 
Build the reefs, you get the 
fish.”
County staff have been 
tracking the status of the 
boat since 2022, with ad-
vocates arguing the SS 
United States could be a 
barnacle-encrusted star in 
the county’s constellation 
of more than 500 artificial 
reefs.
But at a meeting of Oka-
loosa’s Board of County 
Commissioners on Tuesday, 
staff asked that a vote on 
the proposal be postponed 
until the board’s next meet-
ing on Sept. 17.
“We’ve hit a wrinkle with 
the pier operators,” County 
Administrator John Hofstad 
explained.q

The J. Tom Coleman Courthouse is seen in Savannah, Ga., on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. 
Associated Press

Can the city of Savannah fine or jail people for leaving guns in 
unlocked cars? A judge weighs in

S.S. United States is moored on the Delaware River in Philadelphia, 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. 
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A Florida county’s plan to turn a historic ship into the world’s 
largest artificial reef hits a snag
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By ABBY SEWELL 
Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — European 
aid sent to Lebanon in an 
attempt to regulate mi-
gration by sea is funding 
practices that violate hu-
man rights, according to 
a global watchdog report 
published Wednesday.
As part of a policy to con-
tain migration, authorities 
in Cyprus have physically 
pushed Syrian refugees 
back to Lebanon, and Leb-
anese security agencies 
have deported them, the 
Human Rights Watch report 
said.
The report, based on inter-
views with 16 Syrians who 
tried to leave Lebanon via 
smuggler boats, found that 
15 of them “suffered hu-
man rights violations at the 
hands of Lebanese and/or 
Cypriot authorities.”
Rights groups have fre-
quently criticized the tac-
tics of authorities in both 
Lebanon and Cyprus in 
dealing with would-be mi-
grants and asylum seekers. 
Officials from the two coun-
tries deny violating any 
laws but say they are over-
whelmed by the migration 
they are facing.
Lebanon, which has been 
in the throes of a severe 
financial crisis since 2019, 
hosts around 775,000 regis-

tered Syrian refugees and 
hundreds of thousands 
more unregistered, the 
world’s highest refugee 
population per capita.
Lebanese political officials 
have pushed for western 
countries to resettle the ref-
ugees or assist in returning 
them to Syria  voluntarily or 
not. At the same time, Leb-
anon has an agreement 
with Cyprus to halt the 
smuggling of migrants and 
has received substantial 

funding from the European 
Union and European coun-
tries for border control.
In some cases, Syrian refu-
gees who were caught 
by the Lebanese army at-
tempting to leave to Cy-
prus by sea have been 
driven to the Lebanon-
Syria border and dumped 
on the Syrian side, Human 
Rights Watch said. Alleg-
edly, some of them were 
then detained by the Syr-
ian army, while others were 

extorted by smugglers for 
passage back to Lebanon.
Cyprus, meanwhile, sus-
pended processing of Syr-
ian asylum applications in 
April. 
Human Rights Watch ac-
cused Cypriot authorities of 
forcibly turning back boats 
carrying asylum seekers 
coming from Lebanon.
In some cases, Cypriot au-
thorities forcibly prevented 
asylum seekers from land-
ing, and in other cases they 

made it to shore but “were 
not given the opportunity 
to claim asylum” and in-
stead were detained and 
then returned to Lebanon, 
where some were then de-
ported to Syria, the report 
said.
“Both Lebanese and Cypri-
ot authorities used exces-
sive force at the time of ar-
rest and during detention,” 
Human Rights Watch said.
The European Union and 
European countries gave 
Lebanon some 16.7 million 
euros ($18.5 million) from 
2020 to 2023 for border 
management “mainly in 
the form of capacity-build-
ing projects explicitly aimed 
at enhancing Lebanon’s 
ability to prevent irregular 
migration,” the report said. 
In August, the European 
Union allocated another 32 
million euros ($35.3 million) 
to “continue implement-
ing border management 
enhancement projects in 
Lebanon through 2025,” it 
said.
Cyprus’ Deputy Ministry of 
Migration and International 
Protection in a statement 
denied carrying out so-
called pushbacks. 
It noted that Cyprus is a 
“small frontline country” 
that has “received massive 
migrant flows over the last 
few years.”q

By JIM GOMEZ and 
EDNA TARIGAN 
Associated Press
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 
— A dismissed town may-
or who fled the Philippines 
after being accused of 
helping establish an illegal 
online gaming and scam 
center catering mostly to 
clients in China has been 
arrested near Indone-
sia’s capital, officials said 
Wednesday.
Indonesian authorities ar-
rested Alice Guo at a house 
in Jakarta’s satellite city of 
Tangerang just before mid-
night on Tuesday, accord-
ing to Khrisna Murti, chief of 
the international division of 
the National Police.

Guo was in custody and 
awaiting deportation to 
the Philippines, Murti said, 
adding that her arrest was 
the result of “cooperation 
between Indonesian and 
Filipino’s police.”
Filipino President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. thanked the In-
donesian authorities.
“Let this serve as a warn-
ing to those who attempt 
to evade justice,” Marcos 
said and added that ar-
rangements were being 
made to bring Guo back 
to the Philippines where 
she faces a slew of criminal 
charges. After Guo fled the 
Philippines in July, she was 
tracked in Malaysia and 
Singapore before turning 

up in Indonesia. 
Two companions, who re-
portedly slipped out of the 
Philippines with her with-
out going through normal 
immigration and clearing 
procedures, were recently 
arrested in Indonesia.
Guo ran as a Filipino candi-
date in 2022 elections and 
won as mayor of the rural 
town of Bamban in Tarlac 
province north of Manila. 
She was accused of help-
ing establish a massive 
complex with several build-
ings near the town hall as 
a hub for an illegal online 
gambling and scam outfit 
that catered mostly to cli-
ents in China, where gam-
bling is forbidden.q

Migrants aboard a Cyprus marine police patrol boat as they’re brought to a harbor after being 
rescued from their own vessel off the Mediterranean island nation’s southeastern coast of Protaras, 
Cyprus, on Jan. 14, 2020.

Associated Press

Rights group alleges Lebanon and Cyprus violated refugees’ 
human rights and EU funds paid for it

In this handout photo provided by the Philippine Senate Social 
Media Unit, then Bamban Mayor, Alice Guo, speaks during the 
Senate Committee on Women, Children, Family Relations and 
Gender Equality inquiry on the alleged human trafficking and 
cyber fraud operation in Angeles, Pampanga province held at 
the Philippine Senate in Pasay City, Philippines on May 22, 2024. 

Associated Press

Indonesia arrests a fugitive former Filipino town mayor wanted for 
illegal online gaming scams
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By GABRIELA SELSER 
Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Ni-
caragua’s Sandinista-con-
trolled National Assembly 

approved criminal code 
changes Tuesday that al-
low the government to 
try opponents in absentia 
and seize the assets of the 

condemned. It’s a prac-
tice that’s already carried 
out but will now have legal 
foundation. The proposal 
from President Daniel Orte-
ga was approved unani-
mously in the state party 
controlled legislature.
Opponents and organiza-
tions that have fled or been 
forced into exile in Ortega’s 
years-long campaign to si-
lence critical voices could 
be fined, sentenced to 
lengthy prison terms and 
see their property seized by 
the government under the 
approved changes.
Nicaraguan lawyer Uriel 
Pineda said that with these 
changes Ortega’s adminis-
tration is looking to “legalize 
the arbitrary (actions) that 
it has been committing, like 
the confiscation of proper-

ty,” while at the same time 
“reinforcing the structure of 
repression, giving it a legal 
framework.” Pineda was 
exiled and stripped of his 
nationality last year.
Sandinista party lawmaker 
María Auxiliadora Martínez 
defended the reform, say-
ing that “it is guarantee-
ing a system of coherent 
norms” through “new kinds 
of crimes that will allow the 
strengthening of the coun-
try’s legal system.”
Fellow party lawmaker Ed-
win Castro said it authorizes 
the seizures from Nicara-
guans or foreigners “to 
compensate society for the 
crime committed.”
Last year, the government 
exiled more than 300 oppo-
sition figures, stripping them 
of their nationality. Far 

more Nicaraguans have 
fled into exile themselves to 
escape the repression that 
followed massive 2018 pro-
tests that Ortega dubbed 
a failed coup with interna-
tional backing.
The changes also add new 
criminal statutes, including 
one that sanctions anyone 
who promotes, requests or 
facilitates economic, com-
mercial or financial sanc-
tions against the govern-
ment.
Also on Tuesday, the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights Office said in a 
report that the government 
is “persecuting not only 
those who express dissident 
opinions, but also any per-
son or organization that 
acts independently or is not 
directly under its control.”q

By REGINA GARCIA CANO 
Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 
global human rights watch-
dog on Wednesday im-
plicated Venezuelan se-
curity forces and pro-gov-
ernment armed groups in 
killings that occurred during 
the protests that followed 
the country’s disputed July 
presidential election.
Human Rights Watch, in a 
report detailing repressive 
measures the government 
unleashed after the vote, 
asserted that credible 
evidence gathered and 
analyzed by researchers, 
forensic pathologists and 
arms experts ties Venezu-
ela’s national guard and 
national police to some 
of the 24 killings that took 
place as people protested 
the outcome of the elec-
tion. The organization also 
concluded that violent 
gangs aligned with the rul-
ing party also “appear to 
be responsible” in some of 
the deaths.
Twenty-three of those killed 
were protesters or bystand-
ers and one was a member 
of the Bolivarian National 
Guard.
“The repression we are see-

ing in Venezuela is shock-
ingly brutal,” Juanita Goe-
bertus, the organization’s 
director for the Americas, 
said in a statement. “Con-
cerned governments need 
to take urgent steps to en-
sure that people are able 
to peacefully protest and 
that their vote is respect-
ed.”

The organization said it 
reached its conclusions re-
garding the killings based 
on interviews with witness-
es, journalists and other 
sources; reviews of death 
certificates, videos, pho-
tographs; and analyses by 
forensic pathologists and 
arms experts.
Thousands of people, in-

cluding minors, took to the 
streets across Venezuela 
hours after ruling party-loy-
al electoral authorities de-
clared President Nicolás 
Maduro the winner of the 
election. 
The protests were largely 
peaceful, but demonstra-
tors also toppled statues 
of Maduro’s predecessor, 

the late fiery leader Hugo 
Chávez, threw rocks at law 
enforcement officers and 
buildings, and burned po-
lice motorcycles and gov-
ernment propaganda.
Maduro and his ruling party 
allies, who controlled all 
aspects of government in 
the South American gov-
ernment, responded to the 
demonstrations with full 
force, carrying out arbitrary 
detentions, prosecutions as 
well as a campaign that 
encourages people to re-
port relatives, neighbors 
and other acquaintances 
who participated in the 
protests or cast doubt on 
the results.
Among the killings detailed 
in the Human Rights Watch 
report is that of civil engi-
neer and food truck work-
er Rancés Daniel Yzarra 
Bolívar. The organization 
said Yzarra Bolívar, 30, par-
ticipated in the July 29 pro-
tests in the northern Vene-
zuela city of Maracay.
A journalist told research-
ers the demonstration was 
initially peaceful, and a dif-
ferent witness reported pro-
testers called for soldiers at 
a military compound to join 
them.q

Protesters clash with police during demonstrations against the official election results declaring 
President Nicolas Maduro’s reelection, the day after the vote in Caracas, Venezuela, July 29, 2024.

Associated Press

Human rights group implicates Venezuelan security forces in 
killings during post-election protests

Nicaragua’s President Daniel Ortega poses for a photo during 
the ALBA Summit at the Palace of the Revolution in Havana, 
Cuba, Dec. 14, 2021. 

Associated Press

Nicaraguan congress gives legal footing to practice of 
prosecuting exiles and seizing their property



local a7
Thursday 5 sepTember 2024

Aruba’s Nature is to be Cherished
ST. CRUZ — The national 
park Arikok comprises al-
most 18 % of the island. Its 
rugged terrain, desert-like 
hills filled with tall cacti, 
breathtaking coastline and 
protected local flora and 
fauna welcome you to be 
explored. There is numer-
ous wildlife to discover like 
for example the sea turtle 
who lays his eggs on the 
park’s beaches. There are 
more places on the island 
that are a preserved area 
like the Bubali Plas which is 
a bird sanctuary.

The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the islands past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural and historical sites. 
These can all be enjoyed 
and explored either on 
your own or during guided 
tours. A wide variety of ed-
ucational and informative 
programs and fun activities 
is available. 

Did you know that four of 
the in total seven species 
of sea turtle lay their eggs 
on Aruba's beaches? In 
the national park, a Least 
Tern (Sternula antillarum) 

keeps a strict eye on a very 
special event taking place 
below on the beach: a 
majestic Leatherback (Der-
mochelys coriacea) heads 
back to sea after laying 
her eggs, while another 
nest laid 2 months ago by 
the same female hatches. 
A very rare occurrence 
of daytime nesting and 
hatching. Sea turtles pre-
fer nesting in the cool and 
dark hours of the night. And 
hatchlings usually wait for 

the cue of cooling surface 
sand before emerging. 

Bubali Magic
This beautiful close-up im-
age of the pink bird is cour-
tesy of Michiel Overstee-
gen of the Aruba Birdlife 
Conservation. This impor-
tant foundation showcases 
and builds awareness of 
Aruba’s birds and other na-
tive flora and fauna. You 
may have seen a ‘pink 
cloud’ lately at the Bubali 

or Spanish Lagoon Wet-
lands areas? It’s most likely 
to be Roseate Spoonbills 
(Ajaia ajaja) or ‘Chucharon 
Cora’ as they are known in 
Papiamento. This unusual 
looking bird forages in shal-
low muddy water while 
sweeping its flattened bill 
from side to side to catch 
small fish, crustaeceans 
and other aquatic inverte-
brates. The Roseate Spoon-
bill remains an uncommon 
sight as they are vulnerable 

to degradation of feeding 
and nesting habitats (Wet-
lands). (Source: arikok na-
tional park)

The aforementioned is just 
a part of what Aruba’s na-
ture has to offer. We can-
not stress enough to go, see 
for yourself. The island has 
the most beautiful beach-
es but it is also worthwhile 
to go beyond this and get 
an idea of our entire island. 
Lately there is a discussion 
going on about the effect 
certain activities have on 
our nature, for example the 
ATV vehicles cause a lot of 
dust, noise and leave tire 
tracks. Animals live in these 
areas where the vehicles 
run, often with high speed 
and with detrimental con-
sequences to flora and fau-
na. Motorized vehicles are 
forbidden to drive on the 
sand dunes in the Northern 
part of the island and all 
beaches in Aruba are for-
bidden for any motorized 
vehicle. Treasure our island 
to enjoy it like you do: as a 
tropical and natural para-
dise. We truly appreciate 
it!q

Forgotten gems
Open air movie theaters
(Oranjestad)—During the span of 
over 100 years, Aruba only saw 
five open air movie theatres. Now 
practically obsolete on the island, 
these theaters were once frequent-
ly visited by locals and migrants in 
the 20th century. 

The first open air theater was con-
structed in 1920 and was commis-

sioned by Shon Eduard (Eddy) de 
Veer. This theater was located at 
the Hotel Colombia in Oranjestad, 
which is now where the Aruban 
census office is located. The the-
ater was simple; it only consisted of 
a screen, and visitors had to bring 
their own chairs to enjoy the popu-
lar silent movies of the time.

American migrants who worked in 
the refinery and lived in the Lago 
Colony in Sero Colorado also had 
their piece of the pie with their 
Open air Theatre, which formed 
part of the Esso Club, also known 
as the Pan-Am Club. It was at this 
theater that “Talkies” were first 
streamed, movies with sound. This 
theater mostly streamed Ameri-
can blockbusters for the American 
expats, this way making sure that 
these migrant were not missing out 
on entertainment from their home 
land. 

In the 1950’s and 60’s, Savaneta 
saw their own open air theater, 
located in front of the Marinier’s 

Kazerne (Marine Barracks). This 
theater was mostly visited by the 
neighboring marines, who didn’t 
have much entertainment other 
than movies at that time.

The last and most recent open air 
theater was constructed in the 
form of a drive-in theater. A popu-
lar American concept, the Drive 
Inn located in Balashi was a hot 
spot for teenagers, who had the 
habit of cramming all their friends 
in one car to go see the movies. 
For this phenomenon there was a 
separate price that you had to pay 

called the “car crash”. 

This theater closed around 2012, 
but was re-opened during the 
pandemic in July 2020, where 
movies were streamed on a gigan-
tic screen set up in front of stacked 
containers. However, this nostalgic 
form of entertainment did not last 
very long as it was closed again 
only a year or two later. Nowadays 
you can still see the stacked con-
tainers when you drive near the 
bridge in Balashi. q

Source: “De kolibrie op de rots en 
meer over de geschiedenis van Aru-

ba” by Evert Bongers. 
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Papillon: Where Culinary Tradition Sparks with Timeless Elegance

Tucked away in the vibrant heart of the Village 
for over a decade and a half, Papillon isn't just 
a restaurant; it's a culinary adventure waiting 
to unfold. Picture this: a sanctuary where the 
flavors of the French Caribbean have danced 
harmoniously with classic French fare for the 
past 15 years, all set against the backdrop of a 
movie-inspired ambiance that's as enchanting 
as it is welcoming.

Located in the heart of Palm Beach and within 
walking distance from hotels and local markets 
in the area, Papillon takes the famous story of a 
French man experiencing the flavors and cul-
ture of the Caribbean and incorporates these 
aspects of the Caribbean touch into their French 
culinary repertoire. Step through the doors of 
the newly-expanded Papillon, and you're not 
just stepping into a dining establishment; you're 
stepping into a world where sophistication em-
braces you like an old friend. The decor, a hom-
age to the allure of the iconic film, casts a spell 
of intimacy and comfort, urging you to settle in 
and relish every moment. Here, dining isn't just 
about sustenance; it's about indulging in an 
experience meticulously crafted to ignite your 
senses.

At the heart of Papillon's magic lies its menu – a 
symphony of flavors orchestrated by culinary ar-
tisans. Imagine savoring the decadent richness 
of foie gras or the sublime delicacy of frog legs, 
each dish a love letter to tradition infused with 
a dash of innovation. And oh, the spectacle of 
the Dover sole being expertly prepared table-
side! It's culinary theater at its finest, leaving you 
spellbound with every bite. All this served with a 
backdrop of the Caribbean ambience, com-
plete with live musical performances and an 
inviting and colorful twist to your dinner experi-
ence!

But wait, there's more! Enter the realm of the 
Chef's Table, a weekly extravaganza led by the 
maestro himself, Executive Chef Juan Ludeña. 
Prepare to be whisked away on a six-course 
odyssey, each dish meticulously paired with 
wines handpicked from the largest French wine 
selection on the island by the esteemed Maitre 
d' Michael Otten. It's a soirée reserved for those 
who truly appreciate the artistry of gastronomy 
– an exquisite symphony for the palate.

In essence, Papillon isn't just a restaurant; it's an 
oasis for epicurean explorers. It's where passion 
meets refinement, where every dish is a mas-
terpiece waiting to be savored, and every mo-
ment is a celebration of the finer things in life. 
So if you're craving the warmth of French Carib-
bean delights, Papillon invites you to join them 
on an unforgettable journey for the senses. Bon 
appétit!

Papillon is located in Palm Beach in front of the 
Hilton Resort, and open from 5pm to 10pm. Ear-
ly Bird takes places from 5pm to 7pm. For res-
ervations or more information please contact 
the restaurant at +297 699 5400, e-mail them at 
info@papillonaruba.com or visit their website at 
papillonaruba.comq
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Casa del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare Aruba 
– Your own piece of Aruba, a hidden gem

History
If you are a regular visitor to Aruba 
since the 70’s, you probably can 
recall the Sun Development group, 
who at that time were way ahead 
of the times in introducing time-
share to Aruba and by using the 
latest in construction techniques all 
around the island. 
Being pioneers, Sun Development 
opened the doors of Casa del Mar 
Beach Resort Phase I, in October 
1986. Two-bedroom Presidential 
suites were presented and well 
received. Aruba’s tourism was 
taking off and Sun Development 
was at the helm, with Phase I sold 
out and demand for more inventory 
increasing almost daily, July 1987, 
the second phase of Casa del Mar 
Beach Resort was announced, and 
opened in January of 1989, with 
many existing members buying or 
upgrading suites in Phase II. With a 
separate building constructed in 
1989, 40 additional one-bedroom 
suites across the street named the 
Ambassador Building, were added 
to Casa del Mar Beach Resort 
Aruba, which now consists of 147 
well-appointed suites in total.

The resort
Where to begin? Casa del Mar 
Beach Resort in Aruba, where a 
world famous white sandy beach 
meets clear blue-green Caribbean 
water. Whether you are looking 
for a romantic get-away or family 
time in the Caribbean filled with 
fun, water sports and activities, 
Casa del Mar Beach Resort Aruba 
has it all and is located on Aruba’s 
top 10 of the world, beautiful 
Eagle Beach. Casa del Mar offers 
you “Your own piece of Aruba”. 
With over 37 years of existence, 
Casa del Mar is one of the most 
overlooked hidden gems in the 
low-rise hotel area. Although it can 
be referred to as a “smaller resort”, 

the accommodations are anything 
but small. 
With different concessionaires and 
amenities on property such as 
Matthews Beach Side Restaurant, 
Santos Coffee with Soul, Clinical 
Massage Spa, Thrifty Car rental, 
a recently renovated pickleball 
and tennis court, two pool areas, 
Mini Market, Pelican Adventures 
with in-house concierge services, 
along with many activities for all 
ages, the list goes on. In addition, 
the Alhambra Mall across the 
street, offers dining and shopping 
options as well as one of the largest 
casinos on the island. The resort is 
surrounded by multiple fine dining 
restaurants, all within walking 
distance. The suites themselves 
are large and luxurious enough to 
comfortably sleep families of four 
to six people, depending on suite 
type. These suites are available to 
both transient guests and through 
life-long ownership by timeshare 
purchase. 

Renovations and Re-branding

2022 has been a celebratory year 
for Casa del Mar Beach Resort, 
with all 40 Ambassador suites 
bathrooms being renovated, Casa 
del Mar Beach Resort & Timeshare 
is moving their renovations to the 
107 two-bedroom Presidential 
suite bathrooms next. Combining 
this with a rebranding strategy, 
redesigning their logo after 37 
years, a new website and different 
branding and marketing strategies 
they have decided to head for a 
noticeable change of direction. 
Looking towards the future of the 
resort, the next years look extremely 
bright for Casa del Mar Beach 
Resort, through their commitment 
to upgrading and elevating their 
services, the goal is continuing the 
prosperity of the past 37 years, well 
into the future.

What to expect
Experience all that Casa del Mar 
Beach Resort & Timeshare Aruba 
has to offer, by booking your next 
stay with them. You’ll experience a 
warm and welcoming Caribbean 

ambience with a management 
team and staff who is always willing 
to assist with anything you need. 
Schedule a brief tour without any 
further obligation with their Sales 
Agent during your current vacation 
and receive a free day pass in 
return with a welcome drink from 
Matthews Beach Side Restaurant 
while overlooking the beach. The 
existing owners who bought their 
lifetime ownerships in the 80’s will 
greet you with a smile and share 
stories with you of being part of 
the “Casa del Mar Family” as the 
resort and owners always refer 
to. Many still come to the island 
with their families or have handed 
their timeshare down to the next 
generations, who grew up loving 
Aruba and continue to bring their 
kids here to experience the resort 
and people of this beautiful island.

Buying “Your own piece of Aruba”
Casa del Mar Beach Resort & 
Timeshare Aruba offers a wide 
variety of inventory available 
from ocean fronts, garden side 
and pool views at starting prices 
as low as US$ 1500 for a one 
bedroom renovated suite. With the 
upcoming renovations of the two-
bedroom Presidential suites, we 
recommend buying in at current 
listing prices, as the property value 
is set to increase further after the 
renovations are complete. By 
purchasing your preferred week 
and suite type, you will receive a 
deed guaranteeing you a lifelong 
ownership with Casa del Mar 
Beach Resort & Timeshare Aruba, 
who currently also offers one of the 
lowest maintenance fees on the 
entire island. For more information 
- visit their recently relaunched 
website www.casadelmararuba.
com where you will be able to find 
all information needed to explore 
“Your own piece of Aruba”. q



Thursday 5 sepTember 2024
A10 locAl

National Park Arikok: Aruba’s biggest nature conservation

The National Park Arikok 
comprises almost 18 % of 
the island. Its rugged ter-
rain, desert-like hills filled 
with tall cacti, breathtaking 
coastline and protected 
local flora and fauna wel-
come you to be explored. 
There are numerous animals 
to discover, for example the 
sea turtle who lays his eggs 
on the park’s beaches. 

The national park Arikok 
takes you on a memorable 
journey of the islands past 
offering unique geological, 
cultural and historical sites. 
These can all be enjoyed 
and explored either on your 
own or during guided tours. 
A wide variety of educa-
tional and informative pro-
grams and fun activities is 
available. 

Did you know that four of 
the in total seven species 
of sea turtle lay their eggs 
on Aruba's beaches? In the 
national park, a Least Tern 
(Sternula antillarum) keeps a 
strict eye on a very special 
event taking place below 
on the beach: a majestic 
Leatherback (Dermochelys 
coriacea) heads back to 
sea after laying her eggs, 
while another nest laid 2 
months ago by the same 
female hatches—a very 
rare occurrence of daytime 
nesting and hatching. Sea 
turtles prefer nesting in the 
cool and dark hours of the 
night. And hatchlings usually 
wait for the cue of cooling 
surface sand before emerg-
ing. 

Nature Conservation
The protected area of Na-
tional Park Arikok was of-

ficially established in 2000. 
Arikok National Park is a 
34 square kilometers (7907 
acres) of natural area, lo-
cated at the north-eastern 
part of Aruba which con-
tains examples of most of 
the island’s flora and fauna 
against a backdrop of great 
geological complexity. We 
are proud to state that ap-
proximately 18% of the total 
land area of Aruba is as-
signed as a National Park, 
to protect and preserve the 
flora, fauna, geology and 
historical remains present 
within Arikok National Park.

The Landscape
There is a great geological 
variety within the park. The 
main aspects are the rough 
hills of the volcanic Aruba 
lava formation, the mysteri-
ous rocks of the batholithic 
quartz-diorite/tonalite, and 
the limestone rocks from fos-
silized coral.  The two tallest 
hills on the island are situat-
ed within the park. Jamano-
ta hill 188 meters (617 ft) and 
Arikok hill 176 meters (577 ft), 
from which the name of the 
park is derived.

The line of the permanently 
wind-and-wave beaten 
North Coast is broken by 
several bays (boca’s). Most 
of them are small yet im-
pressive inlets at the mouth 
of dry riverbeds. Some of 
these bays (boca’s) are 
spectacular sights, adorned 
with white, sandy beaches 
and sand dunes, as is the 
case at Boca Prins and Dos 
Playa.

Arikok is also home to Con-
chi, Aruba’s most impor-
tant natural attraction; also 

known as The Natural Pool. 
The journey to the Pool is 
and adventure by itself and 
only possible by foot, horse, 
ATV or 4×4 vehicle.

Cultural and Historical 
components

There are a number of sites 
within the park that attest 
to the history of Aruba. The 
Caquetío Indians left rock 
paintings in Cunucu Arikok 
and Fontein Cave. The bird 
drawing in the park logo is a 
copy of one of these histori-
cal artistic expressions.

Old plantation (Cunucus) 
sites tell the story of an ac-
tive yet challenging agricul-
tural past.

These Cunucus were also 
residential areas for the 
few families that worked the 
land. These families found 

ways to survive in the dif-
ficult conditions, and were 
able to erect their homes 
with materials found in the 
area. Two of these adobe 
houses have been restored. 
Park rangers are learning 
many of the old building 
techniques in order to pre-
serve this unique Aruban 
mud-house. At Cunucu 
Arikok and near Plantation 
Prins you can find these 
adobe houses.

Park Management
For the management of the 
park, a dedicated foun-
dation “Fundacion Parke 
Nacional Arikok” (FPNA), 
known today as the Aruba 
National Park Foundation 
was established in July 2003. 
In February 2017, mangrove 
and wetland RAMSAR site 
#198 Spanish Lagoon was 
annexed to Arikok National 
Park due to its importance 
as a feeding and breeding 

area for water birds and as 
a nursery area for a variety 
of marine organisms. With 
this addition, the areas un-
der FPNA management 
increased by 70 hectares 
while the amount of spe-
cies of flora and fauna to 
be conserved to over 250. 
On December 21st, 2018 
(AB 2018 no. 77) Parke Ma-
rino Aruba – currently con-
sisting of four marine pro-
tected areas (MPAs) – was 
officially established and 
subsequently brought un-
der management of FPNA. 
In 2019 management plans 
will be established for the 
new MPAs which include: 
coral reefs, sea grass beds, 
mangrove systems, a large 
diversity of breeding sea-
birds. Parke Marino Aruba 
also contains potential shark 
nursery areas, endangered 
sea turtle nesting beaches 
and marine mammal nurs-
ery areas.q
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Aruba to me
ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your vacation?... we would 
like to portrait you! By inviting you to send us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and where you are from) to: news@
arubatoday.com and we will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t that 
a special way to keep your best moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any other materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its 
affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, etc. 
for promotional purposes without compensation.
Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day again.q

In celebrating 200 years of Oranjestad...
Learn about the history of the famous town hall!
(Oranjestad)—If you’ve 
ever taken a stroll through 
main street Oranjestad, 
you may have stumbled 
upon a big green house 
with beautiful colonial de-
sign. This legendary house, 
now used as a town hall for 
civil marriages, was once 
owned by a wealthy doctor 
and formed part of the elite 
neighborhood in Oranjes-
tad. 

Jacobo Eloy Arends was 
an Aruban physician, and 
in lived in Oranjestad dur-
ing the 1920s. In 1922, he 
married Maria Monica 
Lacle, the daughter of well-
known business man at the 
time, Adriaan Lacle. The 
two lived a posh life in the 
city center, and their man-
sion—once the center for 
neighborhood parties—
now serves as a public 
town hall for civil marriages 
and is a cultural monument 
on the island. 

The house was designed 
by architect Chibi Wever, 
and constructed under the 
leadership of famous mas-
ter carpenter, Dada Picus, 
who was famous at the 
time for his construction of 
beautiful buildings. 

The construction of the 
house started once Jacobo 
and Maria got engaged. It 
is said that during the time 
of construction, Maria was 
not allowed to see the 
building nor be anywhere 

near the construction site. 
It wasn’t until after her hon-
eymoon that she saw the 
completed mansion for the 
first time, furnished entirely 
by her sisters-in-law. 

The mansion also con-
tained the doctor’s office, 
as well as a pharmacy. Af-
ter the death of Jacobo, 
the house was inherited by 
his son, an Aruban dentist, 
who converted Jacobo’s 
office into his own dental 
practice. Over the years, 
the house was rented and 
used by third parties, but 
eventually fell into disre-
pair, as the maintenance 
cost became too high to 
cover. 

The land was sold to Land 
Aruba in 1986, but it did not 
see a renovation until 1997. 
Nowadays, it serves to host 
weddings, and is attached 

to a modern building situ-
ated behind—the Aruban 
census office. 

Jacobo and Maria’s man-
sion was situated in front 
of another famous man-
sion, owned by Jacobo’s 
brother Frederico Maxi-
miliaan (Machi) Arends. 
Frederico was married to 
Veneranda (whom the 
mansion was named after). 
Their house was also con-
structed by Dada Picus, uti-
lizing Veneranda’s design 
vision that was inspired by 

a house she saw in Carta-
gena, Colombia. 

Nowadays, this mansion lies 
in ruins. However, the Aru-
ban government recently 
announced its official res-
toration, with plans to con-
vert this monument into a 
governmental office and 
public space for visitors of 
Oranjestad. 

Source and pictures credited 
to: “De Kolibrie op de Rots (en 
meer over the geschiedenis 

van Aruba)” by Evert Bongers.
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba
Supermarket hours

Supermarket hours may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though, 
most supermarkets are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm.  

Safety

Since February 2024, Aru-
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basicbut im-
portant information that we 
think may come in handy 
to Aruba’s visitors. 

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out-

lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab-
lishments. 

Drinking water

The water that flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 

Cruise ship Schedule: September 03 - 24 2024

SERVICE
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San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051
Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Paradera :  Tel.586 8181
San Nicolas:
Centro Medico:Tel. 584 5119

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

facebook.com/arubatoday/

HEALTH

Aruba Food Bank 
Tel. 588 0002

Time Share Resales 
do you want to sell your
Time - share ?
Contact the experts 
38 years doing business 
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf Club
palm beach
Gold season 
2 bedroom 2 bath 
Ocean View 
price : $10,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf Club
palm beach
Gold season
2 bedroom 2 bath
Ocean side 
price : $12,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village Golf
eagle beach
1 br WK # 33 room # 4120
27 weeks remain on the contract 
price :$7000
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House For sale
Fixer upper 
Near zeerover in savaneta 
5min walk to the water 
2 br 2 bath ocean view 
If you go 2 sd floor
price :$250 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Property land for sale 
palm beach prime location 
771 m2 (8298,975 sq feet )
price : $450 K
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
_______________________________218318

By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — Boeing will attempt 
to return its problem-
plagued capsule from the 
International Space Sta-
tion later this week  with 
empty seats. NASA said 
Wednesday that every-
thing is on track for the 
Starliner capsule to undock 
from the space station Fri-
day evening. The fully au-
tomated capsule will aim 
for a touchdown in New 
Mexico’s White Sands Mis-
sile Range six hours later.
NASA’s two stuck astro-
nauts who flew up on Star-
liner will remain behind at 
the orbiting lab. They’ll ride 
home with SpaceX in Feb-
ruary, eight months after 
launching on what should 
have been a weeklong 
test flight. Thruster trouble 
and helium leaks kept 

In this long-exposure photo provided by NASA, Boeing’s 
Starliner spacecraft is docked to the Harmony module of the 
International Space Station on July 3, 2024. 

Associated Press

Boeing will fly its empty capsule back to Earth soon. 
Two NASA astronauts will stay behind

delaying their return until 
NASA decided that it was 
too risky for them to ac-
company Starliner back as 
originally planned.
“It’s been a journey to get 
here and we’re excited to 
have Starliner return,” said 
NASA’s commercial crew 
program manager Steve 
Stich.
NASA’s Butch Wilmore and 
Suni Williams will close the 
hatches between Starliner 
and the space station on 
Thursday. They are now 
considered full-time sta-
tion crew members along 
with the seven others on 
board, helping with experi-
ments and maintenance, 
and ramping up their ex-
ercise to keep their bones 
and muscles strong during 
their prolonged exposure 
to weightlessness.
To make room for them on 
SpaceX’s next taxi flight, 

the Dragon capsule will 
launch with two astro-
nauts instead of the usual 
four. Two were cut late last 
week from the six-month 
expedition, which is due to 
blast off in late September. 
Boeing has to free up the 
parking place for SpaceX’s 
arrival.
Boeing encountered seri-
ous flaws with Starliner long 
before its June 5 liftoff on 
the long-delayed astro-
naut demo.
Starliner’s first test flight 
went so poorly in 2019  the 
capsule never reached 
the space station because 
of software errors  that the 
mission was repeated three 
years later. More problems 
surfaced, resulting in even 
more delays and more 
than $1 billion in repairs.
The capsule had suffered 
multiple thruster failures 
and propulsion-system 
helium leaks by the time 
it pulled up at the space 
station after launch. Boe-
ing conducted extensive 

thruster tests in space and 
on the ground, and con-
tended the capsule could 
safely bring the astronauts 
back. But NASA disagreed, 
setting the complex ride 
swap in motion.
Starliner will make a fast-
er, simpler getaway than 
planned, using springs to 
push away from the space 
station and then short 
thruster firings to gradually 
increase the distance. q
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By HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — In one of 
her first public appearanc-
es on behalf of her newly 
published memoir, “Lovely 
One,” Supreme Court Jus-
tice Ketanji Brown Jackson 
didn’t make a lot of news, 
but she did make a little his-
tory: She can add her name 
to James Brown, Stevie Won-
der and Smokey Robinson 
among others as someone 
who has sung at the Apollo 
Theater. Reminiscing Tues-
day night with interviewer 
Gayle King about her love 
for musical theater, Jack-
son ably crooned a few 
lines from “The Wiz”  “When 
I think of home, I think of a 
place/Where there’s love 
overflowing”  and threw in a 
favorite chant from “School-
house Rock”  “I’m just a bill, 
yes I’m only a bill. And I’m 
sitting here on Capitol Hill.”
The capacity audience at 
the famed Harlem perfor-
mance center cheered and 
sang along.
King had promised  and 
kept her promise  to focus on 
Jackson’s personal story and 
not on the law. Jackson dis-
cussed her childhood in Mi-
ami, the origins of her name 
(It means “lovely one,” the 
book’s title), her undergrad-
uate years at Harvard Uni-

versity, her interracial mar-
riage to Dr. Patrick Jackson  
who was in the audience 
Tuesday night  and her rise 
through the court system, 
culminating in 2022 when 
she became the first Black 
woman on the Supreme 
Court. “A roaring ocean” in 
her ears is how she remem-
bered the call from President 
Joe Biden, asking her if she 
would agree to fill the va-
cancy left by retiring Justice 
Stephen Breyer, for whom 

she had once clerked.
Jackson explained Tuesday 
that she had been interest-
ed since she was a girl, when 
she and her father, Johnny 
Brown, would sit together at 
the dining room table, she 
with coloring books and he 
with law books he was study-
ing at the time. 
Her ambition grew in middle 
school after she learned 
about Constance Baker 
Motley, the first Black wom-
an to serve on the federal 

judiciary.
“I remember this kinship with 
this fantastic woman,” Jack-
son told King. “I thought, 
‘Why stop at law? I could 
be a federal judge.”
Jackson’s book, 405 pages, 
combines family history, 
legal history and personal 
history as she narrates her 
own improbable journey a 
Black woman rising to the 
highest court in a country 
where segregation was le-
gal well into the 20th centu-

ry. “Lovely One” often reads 
as a kind of lesson, or road-
map, what Jackson calls in 
the preface “a testament 
for young women, people 
of color, and strivers every-
where, especially those who 
nourished outsized ambi-
tions and believe with stub-
born faith in the possibility of 
achieving them.”
She endured aggressive 
questions from Republican 
senators during her confir-
mation hearings and she 
currently serves on one of 
the most conservative and 
divisive courts in U.S. history, 
casting dissenting votes on 
such landmark rulings as the 
granting of partial legal im-
munity for former presidents. 
But Jackson avoided nam-
ing names  beyond noting 
that Sen. Ted Cruz, the Texas 
Republican, attended law 
school with her  or pointing 
fingers in her book, and re-
sisted Tuesday night when 
King pressed her to cite 
even one justice she had 
clashed with.
When King asked if justices 
socialized, Jackson respond-
ed, “There are opportunities 
to have lunch.”
Jackson spoke of remaining 
calm during the confirma-
tion hearings, thanks to her 
resolve, her preparation and 
to political realities. q

SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — A 
prosecutor has asked a 
New Mexico judge to re-
consider the decision to 

dismiss an involuntary man-
slaughter charge against 
Alec Baldwin in the fatal 
shooting of a cinematogra-

pher on the set of a West-
ern movie, according to 
a court filing made public 
Wednesday.
Special prosecutor Kari 
Morrissey said there were 
insufficient facts to sup-
port the ruling in state dis-
trict court and no violation 
of Baldwin’s due process 
rights.
Judge Mary Marlowe Som-
mer dismissed the case 
against Baldwin in July  
halfway through a trial  
based on the withholding 
of evidence by police and 
prosecutors from the de-
fense in the 2021 shooting 
of cinematographer Hal-
yna Hutchins on the set of 
the film “Rust.”
The charge against Bald-
win was dismissed with prej-

udice, meaning it can’t be 
revived once appeals of 
the decision are exhaust-
ed.
Baldwin, the lead actor and 
co-producer on “Rust,” was 
pointing a gun at cinema-
tographer Halyna Hutchins 
during a rehearsal when 
it went off, killing her and 
wounding director Joel 
Souza. Baldwin has said he 
pulled back the hammer  
but not the trigger  and the 
revolver fired.
The case-ending evidence 
was ammunition that was 
brought into the sheriff’s 
office in March by a man 
who said it could be relat-
ed to Hutchins’ killing. Pros-
ecutors said they deemed 
the ammo unrelated and 
unimportant, while Bald-

win’s lawyers alleged that 
they “buried” it and filed a 
motion to dismiss the case.
Movie armorer Hannah 
Gutierrez-Reed is serving 
an 18-month sentence on 
a conviction for involuntary 
manslaughter. She was ac-
cused of flouting standard 
safety protocols and miss-
ing multiple opportunities to 
detect forbidden live am-
munition on set. Assistant 
director and safety coordi-
nator David Halls pleaded 
no contest to negligent use 
of a deadly weapon.
It has never been offi-
cially determined who 
brought the live rounds that 
killed Hutchins to the set, 
though prosecutors allege 
that Gutierrez-Reed was 
responsible.q

Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson is seen after her formal investiture ceremony at the Supreme Court, 
in Washington, Sept. 30, 2022. 

Associated Press

Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson discusses new memoir, ‘Lovely 
One,’ at Apollo Theater

Actor Alec Baldwin, right, hugs his defense attorney Alex Spiro 
after District Court Judge Mary Marlowe Sommer threw out the 
involuntary manslaughter case, July 12, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M., 
for the 2021 fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins 
during filming of the Western movie “Rust.”

Associated Press

A prosecutor asks for charges to be reinstated against Alec 
Baldwin in the ‘Rust’ case



sports A15
Thursday 5 sepTember 2024

Braves' Merrifield rants about out-of-control pitchers after getting 
plunked in the head
ATLANTA (AP) — Whit Mer-
rifield got lucky. He wasn't 
seriously injured when a 95-
mph fastball struck him on 
the head.
Still, the Atlanta Braves sec-
ond baseman is livid about 
the state of pitching in the 
big leagues, saying it's only 
a matter of time before 
someone is seriously injured 
or even killed.
"The way pitchers are throw-
ing now, there's no remorse 
or regard for throwing up 
and in," Merrifield said after 
Tuesday's game against the 
Colorado Rockies. "Guys are 
throwing as hard as they can 
and they don't care where 
the ball goes."
Merrifield was struck behind 
the right ear with a pitch 
from Jeff Criswell in the sev-
enth inning of Atlanta's 3-0 
victory.
Fortunately, the ball ap-
peared to catch a bit of 
Merrifield's helmet, though 
he was still forced to leave 
the game. He wasn't in the 
lineup Wednesday but ex-
pects to return in a day or 
two after passing the con-
cussion protocol and getting 
a clean bill of health from a 
precautionary CT scan.
"I just took 95 right off the 
head," he said. "I'm very 
lucky that it got me in a 

good spot."
Elsewhere, Philadelphia 
Phillies star Bryce Harper 
had to leave a game at 
Toronto after he was hit on 
the left elbow by a pitch. 
Harper winced in pain and 
grabbed his elbow after 
he was struck by a 92 mph 
fastball from right-hander 
Bowden Francis in the first 
inning Wednesday.
Merrifield, who serves on 
MLB's competition commit-

tee, said pitchers must face 
some ramifications for hitting 
batters. He planned to dis-
cuss the issue on a confer-
ence call.
"Without being over dra-
matic, that was my life on 
the line out there," Merrifield 
said. "I'm sick of it. It's hap-
pening way too much."
The Braves have already 
had two players go down 
this season after being hit by 
pitches, and several others 

who had close calls.
Second baseman Ozzie Al-
bies went on 10-day injured 
list in April with a broken right 
big toe after being hit by a 
curveball. Third baseman 
Austin Riley is expected to 
miss the rest of the regular 
season with a fractured 
right hand, the result of be-
ing plunked with a 97-mph 
fastball last month.
"Team are bringing pitch-
ers up and they don't know 

where the hell it's going," 
Merrifield said. "They throw 
100 miles an hour so they 
say, 'All right, we'll see if he 
can get guys out. Just set up 
down the middle and throw 
it as hard as you can.' It's 
driving me nuts. I hate where 
the game's at right now."
In a different era, a team 
could expect payback 
when one of their bat-
ters was hit by a pitch. But 
MLB has cracked down on 
that sort of retaliation, and 
there's no way to go after 
the pitcher himself since 
baseball now has the desig-
nated hitter in both leagues.
"You can't hit a guy back 
anymore, so there's no fear 
that, 'Oh, if I hit this guy, our 
guy is gonna get hit,'" Mer-
rifield said. "And pitchers 
don't have to hit anymore, 
so they don't have to stand 
in the box."
He noted that he had to 
leave the game after get-
ting hit, while Criswell stayed 
in.
"It's just ridiculous and it has 
to be fixed or, god forbid, 
something terrible is gonna 
happen," Merrifield said, "It's 
frankly pathetic that some 
of the pitchers that are 
out there, they don't know 
where the ball is going the 
majority of the time."q

Philadelphia Phillies first base Bryce Harper holds his arm after betting hit by a pitch in the first in-
ning of a baseball game against the Toronto Blue Jays in Toronto, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024. 

Associated Press

Larson and Hendrick Motorsports 
in discussion on a 2025 return to 
Indianapolis 500
By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Make no mistake: Kyle Lar-
son wants to run the India-
napolis 500 again next year.
The deal he and Hendrick 
Motorsports signed with Ar-
row McLaren Racing was al-
ways a two-year deal, but 
2025 was an option year 
that Larson said Wednesday 
is still being ironed out.
If he had his way, a decision 
would be made sooner rath-
er than later.
"I would love to. We're still 
working on it," Larson said. 
"It's progressing. So I like that, 
but obviously things can al-
ways change."
Larson was a star at India-

napolis Motor Speedway 
in May, where he qualified 
fifth but a late-race speed-
ing penalty took him out of 
contention and he finished 
18th. Plus, there was an 
hours-long rain delay in In-
dianapolis and the Hendrick 
camp, after pouring millions 
of dollars into the effort, de-
cided to leave him at the 
500 and deal with the Coca-
Cola 600 in Concord, North 
Carolina, later.
As soon as the Indy 500 end-
ed, Larson jetted off to North 
Carolina — where he was 
met by more rain. He ran to 
his car just as the race was 
paused for weather, and 
because it never resumed, 
he never got the chance to 

run the 600.
That created a commotion 
in NASCAR, with many mem-
bers of senior leadership tak-
ing the position that Larson 
and Hendrick had prioritized 
the Indianapolis 500 over the 
600 and therefore wasn't 
owed an automatic waiver 
to participate in the playoffs.
The situation dragged on 
for well over a week as the 
frustrated Hendrick camp 
was incensed the situation 
was being hyper-scrutinized 
when other drivers have re-
ceived waivers for non-rac-
ing incidents. For example, 
Matt Kenseth missed half the 
2018 season, all of the 2019 
season and the first four rac-
es of 2020, but was granted 

a playoff waiver when he 
was hired as a replacement 
driver for the suspended Lar-
son.
Kurt Busch received a waiv-
er when he was suspended 
while under investigation 
for a domestic assault al-
legation, and Tony Stewart 
received a waiver after tak-

ing a mental health break.
NASCAR eventually gave 
Larson the waiver — and he 
opens the playoffs Sunday 
at Atlanta Motor Speedway 
as the points leader — but it 
is unlikely Rick Hendrick will 
sign off on another Indy 500 
run without a guarantee 
from NASCAR. q

Kyle Larson steers through Turn 4 during a NASCAR Cup Series 
auto race at Darlington Raceway, Sunday, Sept. 1, 2024, in Dar-
lington, S.C. 

Associated Press
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By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Sports Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Karolina 
Muchova is back in the U.S. 
Open semifinals for the sec-
ond straight year, punctu-
ating her return from wrist 
surgery by beating No. 22 
Beatriz Haddad Maia 6-1, 
6-4 on Wednesday.
Muchova lost to eventual 
champion Coco Gauff in 
the 2023 semis in Flushing 
Meadows, then missed 
nearly 10 months because 
of a wrist injury she suffered 
during the tournament.
The Czech returned to 
action in June just before 
Wimbledon, and a little 
more than two months lat-
er she is into her fourth ca-
reer Grand Slam semifinal.

Karolina Muchova, of the Czech Republic, reacts after defeating Beatriz Haddad Maia, of Brazil, 
during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2024, in New 
York. 

Associated Press

Karolina Muchova returns to U.S. Open semifinals for second 
straight year by beating Haddad Maia

Muchova will face top-
seeded Iga Swiatek or No. 
6 Jessica Pegula on Thurs-
day in the semifinals.
Muchova dominated the 
first set, racing to a 5-0 lead 
and finishing it off in 35 min-
utes. Then it became a test 
in the second, with both 
players struggling physi-
cally on a sunny afternoon.
Muchova left the court 
at one point for what she 
said was a needed trip to 
the bathroom, while Had-
dad Maia appeared to be 
pointing to her chest and 
trying to breathe deeply 
midway through the set 
before burying her head in 
a towel as trainers attend-
ed to her.
Muchova has had to get 
used to dealing with pain.
She had just made her 
second major semifinal of 
2023, having lost to Swiatek 
in the French Open final, 
when she had to stop play-
ing following the U.S. Open. 
When she finally got back 
to the tour this year, it left 
time for only 11 matches 
before returning to Flushing 
Meadows.
That was enough time for 
Muchova to rediscover her 
game. She hasn’t dropped 
a set in her five matches 
and finished off this one 
with an ace down the mid-
dle.
Many fans hadn’t even 
taken their seats at Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium when 
Muchova broke Haddad 
Maia in a 14-point game to 
take a 2-0 lead. 
The Brazilian faced that 
same deficit in her third-
round match against Anna 
Kalinskaya but won the 
next game to start a turn-
around, helped in part by 
a video review that gave 
her a point.The U.S. Ten-
nis Association acknowl-
edged the next day that 
Haddad Maia’s shot was il-
legal, but the chair umpire 
wasn’t given the relevant 
replay that would have 
shown that.
Muchova wouldn’t allow 
a turnaround this time, de-
nying Haddad Maia what 
would have been the sec-
ond major semifinal of her 
career.q


