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Support for legal abortion has risen since Supreme Court eliminated
protections, AP-NORC poll finds

By CHRISTINE FERNANDO and AMELIA
THOMSON-DEVEAUX

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A solid majority of
Americans oppose a federal abortion
ban as a rising number support access to
abortions for any reason, a new poll finds,
highlighting a politically perilous situation
for candidates who oppose abortion
rights as the November election draws
closer.

Around 6 in 10 Americans think their state
should generally allow a person to ob-
tain a legal abortion if they don't want to
be pregnant for any reason, according
fo a new poll from The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs Research.
That's an increase from June 2021, a year
before the Supreme Court overturned
the constitutional right to the procedure,
when about half of Americans thought
legal abortion should be possible under
these circumstances.

Americans are largely opposed to the
strict bans that have taken effect in Re-
publican-controlled states since the high
court's ruling two years ago.
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Support for legal abortion has risen since Supreme Court eliminated
protections, AP-NORC poll finds

Continued from Front

Full bans, with limited excep-
tions, have gone into effectin
14 GOP-led states, while three
other states prohibit abortion
after about six weeks of preg-
nancy, before women often
realize they're pregnant.
They are also overwhelm-
ingly against national abor-
tion bans and restrictions.
And views toward abortion
— which have long been
relatively stable — may be
getting more permissive.
Vincent Wheeler, a 47-year-
old Republican from Los An-
geles, said abortion should be
available for any reason unfil
viability, the point at which
health care providers say it's
possible for a fetus to survive
outside the uterus.

"There's so many reasons as
to why someone may want
or need an abortion that it
has to be up to that person
of what they have to do in
that specific circumstance,"”
Wheeler said, acknowledging
that some fellow Republicans
might disagree.

Likely Republican presidential
nominee Donald Trump has
declined to endorse a nation-
wide abortion ban, saying the
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Demonstrators protest outside the Wisconsin Capitol, May 3,
2022, in Madison, Wis.

issue should be left up to the
states. But even that stance
is likely to be unsatisfying to
most Americans, who con-
finue to oppose many bans
on abortion within their own
state, and think Congress
should pass a law guaran-
feeing access to abortions
natfionwide, according to the
poll. Seven in 10 Americans
think abortion should be legall
in all or most cases, a slight
increase from last year, while
about 3in 10 think abortion
should be illegalin all or most
cases.

Robert Hood, a 6%9-year-old
from Universal City, Texas,

Associated Press

who identifies as an "inde-
pendent liberal," has believed
that abortions should be al-
lowed for any reason since
he was an 18-year-old high
school senior, because "life
is full of gray situations." He
recalls reading stories as a
teenager about women who
died trying to get an abor-
fion before the 1973 Roe v.
Wade decision provided a
constitutional right to the
procedure.

"Pregnancy is complicated,”
he said. "Women should
make the choice with the
advice of their doctor and
family, but af the end of the

day it's her choice and her
body and her life."

He said he would support na-
fional protections for abortion
rights.Views on abortion have
long been nuanced and
sometfimes confradictory.
The new AP-NORC survey
shows that even though the
counftry is largely antagonistic
to restrictions on abortion, a
substantial number of people
hold opinions and values that
are not internally consistent.
About half of those who say
a woman should be able
to get an abortion for any
reason also say their state
should not allow abortion
after 24 weeks of pregnancy
and about one-quarter say
their state should not allow
abortion after 15 weeks of
pregnancy.

But the vast majority of Ameri-
cans — more than 8 in 10
— continue to say abortion
should be legal in extreme
circumstances, such aswhen
a patient's life would be en-
dangered by confinuing the
pregnancy. About 8in 10 say
the same about a pregnancy
caused by rape orincest or
when a fetal anomaly would
prevent the child from surviv-
ing outside the womb.

National bans on abortion
are broadly unpopular:
Around 8in 10 Americans say
Congress should not pass a
federal law banning abor-
tion. About three-quarters say
there should not be a federal
low banning abortion at six
weeks, and 6in 10 oppose a
federal law banning abortion
at 15 weeks.

Most Republicans — about
two-thirds, according to the
survey — say a natfionwide
abortion ban should not hap-
pen.

On the campaign trail, Trump
has courted anti-abortion
voters by highlighting his ap-
pointment of three Supreme
Court justices who helped
overfurn Roe. But his strategy
on abortion policy has been
to defer to the states, an at-
tempt to find a more cautious
stance on an issue that has
become a major vulnerabil-
ity for Republicans since the
2022 Dobbs decision.
Despite Trump's statements,
Penny Johnson, 73, from
Sherman Oaks, California,
said she is still afraid Repulb-
licans might pursue a national
abortion ban if they win the
White House and Congress
in November..

Vice President Kamala Harris takes a photo with Sen. Mazie
Hirono, D-Hawadii, left, and others, in the Rose Garden of the
White House in Washington, May 17, 2022, during a reception
to celebrate Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific
Islander Heritage Month.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden's reelection
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campaign is launchingits for-
mal outreach campaign to

Vice President Kamala Harris leads new campaign
effort to reach out to Asian American voters

Asian American voters, put-
ting Vice President Kamala
Harris at the forefront of the
effort with eventsin Nevada
and Pennsylvania this week.
AANHPIs for Biden-Harris
(AANHPI stands for Asian
American, Native Hawaiian
and Pacific Islander) will kick
off with an event in Las Ve-
gas on Tuesday with former
"Top Chef"host Padma Lak-
shmi. Harris is the first person
of South Asian descent to
serve as vice president, and
the spotlight on her has only

grown since Biden's stum-
bling debate performance
last month raised questions
about whether he would
withdraw his candidacy and
Harris would take his place.
Harris will also deliver a key-
note address Saturday at
a town hall in Philadelphia
hosted by APIAVote, an ad-
vocacy group focused on
mobilizing Asian American
voters.

"We need to make sure that
AA and NHPI voices are
heard at the ballot boxes

around our country, just as
we need to make sure that
those voices are represented
in all levels of government,"
Harris said in a video released
by the campaign Tuesday.
"Asian Americans must be in
the rooms where the deci-
sions are being made."

The fresh effort focusing
on Asian American vofters
comes after the Biden cam-
paign had already launched
coalition groups focusing on
Black voters and Latino vot-

ers.
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‘This is break glass in case of emergency stuff’: Analysts alarmed
by threats to U.S. data gaiherlng

By MIKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press
Inadequate funding and
controversial measures in
a budget bill could threat-
en what Americans know
about themselves through
federal data gathering,
statisticians and demogra-
phers warn in a new report
and aletter to U.S. congres-
sional leaders.

“"Our bottom-line assess-
ment is that federal stafistics
are at risk,” says the report
released Tuesday by the
American Stafistical Asso-
ciation in partnership with
George Mason University.
The report says a majority
of the 13 principal U.S. sta-
tistical agencies have lost
more than 14% of their pur-
chasing power in the last 15
years, limiting their ability to
innovate.

Betfter protections against
political meddling also are
needed for the agencies
that calculate everything
from the monthly unem-
ployment rate to the once-
a-decade head count that
determines the distribution
of political power and $2.8
trillion in government fund-
ing, according to the re-
port.

Ahead of the 2020 census,
forinstance, the Trump ad-
ministration fried fo add a
citizenship question fo the
census questionnaire. Even
though it was stopped by
the U.S. Supreme Court,
some experts believe the
controversy confributed to
an almost 5% undercount
of the Hispanic population
during the nation’s head
count.

Meanwhile, other advo-
cates and users of federal
data are worried about an
appropriations  bill being
considered by the GOP-
conftrolled House Commit-
tee on Appropriations on
Tuesday.

The bill would omit people
in the country illegally from
the count used to redraw
political  districts even
though the 14th Amend-
ment requires “counting the
whole number of persons”
in each place.

And it would limit how many
fimes a respondent can be
contacted by agencies
seeking their participation

A census taker’s briefcase is visible as she knocks on doors, Aug. 11, 2020, in Winter Park, Fla.

in surveys and the census.
“This is ‘break glass in case
of emergency’ level stuff,”
said Allison Plyer, chief de-
mographer at The Data
Center, a research non-
profit based in New Orleans.
The measure omitting peo-
ple in the country illegally
is unconstitutional, and
placing limits on how many
fimes respondents can be
contacted would have a
“devastating” impact on
data quality by missing
many more people, the
leaders of the Census Proj-
ect, a codlition of business,
civilrights and local govern-
ment groups said in a letter
last week to leaders of the
House Committee on Ap-
propriatfions.

During Tuesday's House
hearing, Democratic law-
makers tried to remove the
language omitting people
in the country illegally but
the amendment failed.
While defending the mea-
sure, US. Rep. Andrew
Clyde, R-Ga., said including
them in the apportionment
count “is just wrong.”

The language in the appro-
priations bill would restrict
contact by agencies to no
more than two times for the
census and surveys includ-
ing the American Commu-
nity Survey and the Current
Populatfion Survey, which
helps determine the month-
ly unemployment rate.

The American Community
Survey is the most compre-
hensive survey of American
life, providing the basis for

Associated Press

mation on such things as
commuting fimes, internet

countless economic deci-
sions by gathering infor-

access, family life, income
and education levels.

It typically requires more
than three follow-up con-
facts to get aresponse. The
Current Population Survey
takes about 2.5 follow-up
contacts.

If the 2020 census had been
limited fo only two invita-
tions to respondents to par-
ticipate, the nation’s head
count would have missed 17
million households, the Cen-
sus Project said in its letter.
“If the Census Bureau is
constrained in the number
of confacts it can make,
the data willbecome com-
pletely unreliable,” Plyer
said. “Data doesn’'t grow
on frees. It doesn't magi-
cally come to us. This bed-
rock information cannot be
replicated.” 4
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Views toward China diverge between rich and middle-income
nations, Pew report shows

By DIDI TANG

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Glob-
al views toward China
appear to be divided be-
tween high-income and
middle-income countries,
and the gap apparently is
the widest among China’s
neighbors in the Indo-Pa-
cific region, according to
a newly released poll from
the Pew Research Center
that surveyed people in 35
countries.

Fifteen out of the 18 high-
income counfries surveyed
expressed unfavorable
views foward China, with
Japan and Australia lead-
ing the pack with more than
8 in 10 in those countries
viewing China negatively.
By comparison, 14 of the 17
middle-income  countries
had rosier views of China,
and Thailand held the most
favorable views of Ching,
with 80% of adults having
a positive view toward Chi-
na, according fo Pew. The
report was released Tues-
day as the leaders of NATO
natfions were convening in
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People have dinner behind Chinese lantern displayed at a restaurant in Beijing, China, Tuesday,

July 9, 2024.

Washington to discuss the
war in Ukraine but also to
express concerns over Chi-
na. The Western military alli-
ance is expected to deep-
en cooperation with its four
Indo-Pacific partners  Jao-
pan, South Korea, Australia

and New Zealand at a fime
of intensifying competitions
between Washington and
Beijing over global gover-
nance.

In the Indo-Pacific region,
Washington is forging al-
lionces and partnerships

Associated Press

with  like-minded govern-
ments to push back at
Beijing’'s expanding influ-
ences. According to the
Pew report, many counftries
surveyed in the region were
very or somewhat con-
cerned about China’s fer-

ritorial disputes.

The Philippines, locked in
a dispute with China over
the Second Thomas Shoal
in the South China Seaq,
was the most worried, with
about 9 in 10 Filipinos ex-
pressing concerns. A simi-
lar share of those in South
Korea and Japan were
concerned, and about 8
in 10 in Australia were. All
three countries are mem-
bers of an informal group-
ing of four NATO partners in
the Indo-Pacific. The fourth
one, New Zealand, was not
part of the Pew survey. The
three counftries plus India
were also among the least
likely of those surveyed in
the Asia-Pacific region to
describe China as confrib-
uting to global peace and
stability.

Thailand, which has no
territorial dispute with Chi-
na, was the least worried.
About 4 in 10 expressed
concerns over China’s ter-
ritorial disputes, and 80%
of Thai people said China
confributes to peace and
stability around the world.[

U.S. disrupts Russian government-backed disinformation
campaign that relied on Al technology

By ERIC TUCKER

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A
Russian internet  propao-
ganda campaign backed
by the Kremlin that spread
disinformation in the United
States and relied on arfifi-
cial infeligence has been
disrupted, the Justice De-
partment said Tuesday in
announcing the seizure of
nearly 1,000 bogus social
media accounts.

Officials described the op-
eration as part of an ongo-
ing effort to sow discord in
the U.S. through the cre-
ation of fictitious social me-
dia profiles that purported
to belong to legitimate
users but were actually
designed to advance the
aims of the Russian govern-
ment, including by spread-
ing disinformation about ifs
war with Ukraine.

UsS. officials said the
scheme was organized in
2022 by a senior editor atf

RT, a Russian-state funded
media organization that
has registered with the Jus-
tice Department as a for-
eign agent.

It received the support and
financial approval of the
Kremlin, with an officer of
Russia’'s Federal Security
Service or FSB leading a
private intelligence orgao-

nization that promoted dis-
information through social
media.

An email to RT was not im-
mediately returned Tues-
day.

The disruption of the so-
called social media bot
farm comes as U.S. officials
have raised alarms about
the potential for Al technol-

_OF
JUSTICE

This May 4, 2021 file photo shows a sign outside the Robert F.
Kennedy Department of Justice building in Washington.

Associated Press

ogy to impact American
elections and amid ongo-
ing concerns that foreign
influence campaigns by
adversaries could shape
the opinions of unsuspect-
ing vofters, like an elaborate
plot by Russians to disrupt
the 2016 presidential elec-
fion through a huge but
hidden social media trolling
campaign aimed in part at
helping Republican Donald
Trump defeat Democrat
Hillary Clinton.

“Today’s actions represent
a first in disrupting a Rus-
sian-sponsored Generative
Al-enhanced social me-
dia bot farm,” FBI Director
Christopher Wray said in a
statement.

“Russia infended fo use this
bot farm to disseminate Al-
generated foreign disinfor-
mation, scaling their work
with the assistance of Al to
undermine our partners in
Ukraine and influence geo-
political narratives favor-

able to the Russian govern-
ment.”

Among the fake posts,
according fo the Justice
Department, was a video
that was posted by a pur-
ported Minneapolis, Minne-
sota resident that showed
Russian President Viadimir
Putin saying that areas of
Ukraine, Poland and Lithu-
ania were “gifts” to those
countries from liberating
Russian forces during World
War Il.

As part of the disruption,
the Justice Department
seized two domain names
and 968 accounts on X, the
social media platform for-
merly known as Twitter.

The FBI and the Cyber Na-
fional Mission Force also
worked with with the Ca-
nadian Centre for Cyber
Security and law enforce-
ment in the Netherlands on
a joint cybersecurity advi-
sory about the social me-
dia bof farm.(d
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In a diplomatic quirk, Russia chairs a U.N. meeting decrying its
strike on a Ukraine kids’ hospital

By JENNIFER PELTZ
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
U.N. Security Council mem-
bers confronted Russia on
Tuesday over a missile strike
the previous day that de-
stroyed part of Ukraine’s
largest children’s hospital,
pouring out condemna-
fions at an emergency
meetfing chaired by Mos-
cow'’s own ambassador.
Russia denies responsibility
for the strike at the hospital,
where at least two staffers
were killed.

France and Ecuador asked
for the session at the Secu-
rity Council, but Russia led it
as the current holder of the
council’s rotating presiden-
cy, putting Ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia on the re-
ceiving end of the criticism.
“Mr. President, please stop
this war. It has been going
on for too long,” Slovenian
Ambassador Samuel Zbo-
gar appealed.

US. Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield fold
colleagues that they were
there "because Russia, a
permanent member of the
Security Council, current
rotational president of the
Security Council, attacked
a children’s hospital.”
“Even uttering that phrase

Gurneys are seen outside the Okhmatdyt children’s hospital after it was hit by Russian missiles on
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Monday, in Kyiv, Ukraine, Tuesday, July 9, 2024.

sends a chil down my
spine,” she added.
Nebenzia characterized
the slew of criticism as
“verbal gymnastics” from
countries frying fo protect
Ukraine's government. He
reiterated Moscow’s deni-
als of responsibility for the
hospital aftack, insisting it
was hit by a Ukrainian air
defense rocket.

“If this had been a Russian

strike, there would have
been nothing left of the
building,” Nebenzia said,
adding that “all the chil-
dren and most of the adults
would have been killed,
and not wounded.”

The strike on the Okhmat-
dyt children’s hospital was
part of a massive daytime
barrage in multiple cifies,
including the capital of
Kyiv. Officials said at least

Associated Press

42 people were killed. The
aftack also damaged
Ukraine’s main specialist
hospital for women and hit
key energy infrastructure.

At Okhmatdyt, “the ground
shook and the walls frem-
bled. Both children and
adults screamed and cried
from fear, and the wound-
ed from pain,” cardiac sur-
geon and anesthesiologist
Dr. Volodymyr Zhovnir told

the Security Council by vid-
eo from Kyiv. “It was a real
hell.”

Later, he heard people cry-
ing out for help from be-
neath the rubble. Most of
the over 600 young patients
had been moved to bomb
shelters, except those in
surgery, Zhovnir said. He
said over 300 people were
injured, including eight chil-
dren, and two adults died,
one of them a young doc-
tor.

Acting U.N. humanitarian
chief Joyce Msuya stressed
to the Security Council that
intenfionally attacking a
hospital is a war crime.
She called Monday's
strikes “part of a deeply
concerning pattern of sys-
tematic atftacks harming
health care and other ci-
vilian infrastructure across
Ukraine.”

Since Russia’s February 2022
invasion of Ukraine, the U.N.
World Health Organization
has verified 1,878 attacks
affecting health care fa-
cilities, personnel, fransport,
supplies and patients, she
said.

Even against that back-
drop, several council mem-
bers pronounced Mon-
day'’s strike shocking.[]

Haitian police say they have taken largest hospital back from

gang control

By EVENS SANON
Associated Press
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP)
— Haiti's newly selected
Prime Minister Garry Conille
and Haiti's police chief vis-
ited the capital's largest
hospital on Tuesday, after
authorities said they took
confrol of the medical in-
stitution over the weekend
from armed gangs.

Haitian police chief Normil
Rameau told a news con-
ference Monday that po-
lice fook confrol of the
Hospital of the State Univer-
sity of Haifi, known as the
General Hospital in Port-au-
Prince, on Sunday night af-
ter months of escalating at-
tacks from armed groups.
Haitians will “wake up one
morning and find the op-

eration done, the bandits
stopped, and neutralized,”
Normil said at the briefing,
but did not take questions
from the media. He was ac-
companied by Kenyan of-
ficer Godfrey Otunge, who
said that the U.N.-backed
contingent of Kenyan po-
lice intends to work closely
with Haitian authorities as
well as local and interna-
tional partners dedicated
to rebuilding Haiti.

The attacks from criminal
groups have pushed Haiti's
health system to the brink
of collapse and the escao-
lating violence has led to
a surge in patients with seri-
ousillnesses and a shortage
of resources to treat them.
Gangs have been looting,
sefting fires, and destroy-

ing medical institutions and
pharmacies in the capital,
where they conftrol up to
80% of the area.

Haiti's health care system,
already struggling before
the violence, faces addi-
fional challenges from the
rainy season, which is likely
to worsen conditions and
increase the risk of water-
borne diseases.

Poor hygiene conditions in
camps and makeshift set-
flements have heightened
the risk of diseases like chol-
era, with over 84,000 sus-
pected cases in the coun-
fry, according fo a UNICEF
report.

Besides the hospital, gun-
men have seized police
stations, attacked the main
international airport (which

was closed for nearly three
months), and stormed Hai-
fi's two largest prisons.

According fo a report from

the U.N. migration agency,
the violence in Haiti has
displaced nearly 580,000
people since March.(4

Haitian Prime Minister Garry Conille, center, is surrounded by
security as he arrives at the General Hospital in Port-au-Prince,

Haiti, Tuesday, July 9, 2024.

Associated Press
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An Israeli strike in Syria kills a former bodyguard of Lebanon’s
Hezbollah leader, official says

By BASSEM MROUE and KA-
REEM CHEHAYEB
Associated Press

BEIRUT (AP) — An Israeli
strike in Syria on Tuesday
kiled a former bodyguard
of the leader of the Leba-
nese militant group Hez-
bollah, an official with the
group said. An Israeli man
and woman were killed in a
retaliatory Hezbollah strike
on lsrael.

Hours earlier, an lsraeli
drone hit a car in Syria near
the border with Lebanon,
according to a war monitor
and the Syrian pro-govern-
ment radio Sham FM. The
Hezbollah official spoke on
condifion of anonymity in
line with regulations.

The Britain-based pro-op-
position war monitor Syr-
ian Observatory for Human
Rights said two Hezbollah
members in the car were
kiled in the strike, while a
Syrian driver was critically
wounded. There was no
immediate comment from
Syrian authorities or from
the Israeli military.
Hezbollah later identified
the militant as Yasser Nemr
Qranbish, although it did
not disclose the circum-
stances of his death as is
standard practice for He-
zbollah combatants who
are not in leadership roles.
Hezbollah supporters

-

Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah, right, escorted by his bodyguard Yasser Nemr
Qranbish, waves to his supporters during a rally, in Beirut's southern suburbs, Lebanon, on Sept.

22, 2006.

mourned his death on so-
cial media, calling him the
“shield of the Sayyed,” in
reference to his tenure as a
bodyguard of Hezbollah's
leader Hassan Nasrallah.

Later Tuesday, Hezbollah
announced that in retali-
ation for the kiling, it fired
tens of Katyusha rockefts
targeting an Israeli military
base in the Golan Heights.
Israeli police said in a state-
ment that a man and a
woman were killed in the
rocket barrage. The MADA

rescue service said they
were civilians.

Qranbish had been mainly
active in Syria over the re-
cent years and involved in
weapons shipments for He-
zbollah, said an official with
an Iran-backed group, who
also spoke on condition of
anonymity to disclose the
information.

Hezbolloh launched at-
tacks against lIsrael after
the outbreak of the Israel-
Hamas war in Gaza on Oct.
7 with the attack on south-
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ern Israel by the Palestinian
militant Hamas group that
rules the Gaza Strip. Homas
is an ally of Hezbollah.

Since then, Israeli airstrikes
on Lebanon have killed
over 450 people, mostly
Hezbollah fighters but also
more than 80 civilians and
non-combatants. On the Is-
raeli side, 17 soldiers and 13
civiians have been killed
since the war in Gaza be-
gan. Tens of thousands of
people on both sides of the
fense Lebanon-Israel fron-

tier have been displaced in
the monthslong war.

For vyears, Israel has
launched frequent strikes
on targets in Syria linked to
Iran, its powerful regional
backer, but rarely acknowl-
edges them. The strikes
have escalated over the
past five months against
the backdrop of the war in
Gaza and ongoing clashes
between Hezbollah and
Israeli forces on the Lebao-
non-lsrael border.
Hezbollah's attacks have
gradually escalated, with
the group introducing new
weapons. Hezbollah main-
tains it will stop its attacks
once there is a cease-fire in
Gaza. Israel has also struck
deeper into Lebanon.

The targeting of Qranbish
appears to be part of an
ongoing Israeli military strat-
egy of taking out key Hez-
bollah operatives aimed at
weakening its military ca-
pabilities “before any ma-
jor escalation that might”
follow, said Charles Lister of
the Washington-based Mid-
dle East Institute think tank.
“That it occurred in Syria will
serve as another potent re-
minder of Israel’s clear pen-
etration of the ‘resistance
axis’ there,” Lister told The
Associated Press, referring
to the regional network of
Iran-backed groups.

Mexico’s efforts to seize U.S.-bound fentanyl drop sharply, while
seizures of meth soar

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Even as Mexican-made fentanyl continues to flood into the United
States, Mexico's efforts to seize the drug have declined dramatically, according to fig-
ures released Tuesday by the Defense Department.

Figures for the first half of 2024 show that Mexican federal forces seized only 286 pounds
(130 kilograms) of fentanyl nationwide between January and June, down 94% from the
5,135 pounds (2,329 kilograms) seized in 2023.

The synthetic opioid has been blamed for about 70,000 overdose deaths annually in the
United States, and U.S. officials have tried to step up efforts to seize it as it comes over
the border, often in the form of counterfeit pills made in Mexico.

But rather than join in the effort, Mexico's Army and National Guard appeared to have
refocused their attention far more toward seizing methamphetamines, which are much
more widely consumed domestically in Mexico than fentanyl.

Mexico seized a record of over 400 tons of meth in 2023, more than 12 times what it
seized in 2022. That pace appeared to continue in the first half of 2024, with 168 tons of
methamphetamines seized.

While Mexican meth is exported widely fo the United States and also causes huge
addiction problems there unlike fentanyl, a huge amount of meth is also sold inside
Mexico.

Mexico's Defense Department did not explain why seizures of the two drugs have
changed so dramatically. Some observers say the uptick in meth seizures may be the
result of increasing infernal disputes between the “Mayitos” and “Chapitos” factions of
the Sinaloa cartel, the largest producer of meth in Mexico.d

This photo released by Mexico’s National Security Commission
shows bags of illegal drugs, including 100 pounds (45.5
kilograms) of fentanyl, according to authorities, inside a sports
utility vehicle after police stopped the car for a missing front
license plate near Ensenada, Baja California, Mexico, Jan. 25,
2018.

Associated Press
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Minister of Tourism and
Public Health, Mr. Dangui
Oduber's goal and vision is
to continue innovating and
using modern technologies
to facilitate services and
processes for travelers visit-
ing Aruba.

The fravel industry world-
wide is being transformed
to ease travel processes
through the implementa-
tion of technology. Aruba
is keeping pace and today
is set to have a system of
“facial recognition” and
Digital Travel Credentials to
verify passenger identities
upon enfry and exif, which
will provide a unique and
swift service for our visitors.
Aruba can be proud to be
the first in the Caribbean to
start a digital platform, and
together with our partners;

SITA, Indicio, Aruba Im-
migration, and the Aruba
Tourism Authority, we are
the first to be able to use
the AHOP system here in
Aruba by the end of 2024.

Aruba began this project
in 2022. On November 5,
2023, a pilot program was
launched demonstrating
how travelers can pres-
ent their information via a
Facial Recognition system
and Digital Travel Creden-
fials (DTC). Information is
stored on the traveler's mo-
bile phone, and the travel-
er will give consent to share
their information with Aru-
ba’'s immigration, without
any data reftention in any
third-party database. Upon
arrival in Aruba, the immi-
gratfion system will use bio-
meftric control fo complete
the border control process.

This way, travelers can go
through a rapid process
via an “E-Gate Machine”
which verifies all creden-
fials in accordance with im-
migration requirements.

This project has been rec-
ognized as the first in the
world, according to Aru-
ba’s first video documenta-
tion. To date, more than 500
fravelers have requested to
participate in the pilot pro-
gram. Aruba is on the path
to implementing AHOP for
enfry and exit from our is-
land by the end of 2024.

Aruba calls on Curacao
fo show interest in a similar
fravel credential project
as it aligns with the evolv-
ing direction of the travel
industry. However, Aruba
emphasizes the impor-
tance of having a system-

atic method that works
together within the islands.
Aruba hopes fo maintain its
leadership in this area and
thanks all fravelers who
have participated in the
project and had the op-
portunity to experience the
convenience of fravel that
Aruba offers.

Minister Dangui Oduber is
surely proud that the "Aru-

ba Happy One Pass” proj-
ect is becoming a reality.
Once again, Aruba will be
a “frendsetter” and leader
in innovation in the Carib-
bean. Travelers to Queen

Beatrix Airport will soon
be able to use advanced
technology that will posi-
tion Aruba as a pioneer in
innovation, marking prog-
ress for the entfire fourism
and hospitality industry.[

Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass!

NOORD - It is hard to imag-
ine this happening today,
but years ago people
dumped all kinds of refuse
straight into the ocean, in-
cluding old cars, and their
household garbage, which
of course included lots of
glass. Over the next 30
years the pounding waves
cleaned the beach, by
breaking down everything
but glass and pottery. The
pounding waves washed
the trash up and down,
back and forth. Tons of pol-
ished, broken glass pieces
were created by the pound-
ing surf. These smoothened,
colored glass particles then
settled along the sea shore
in millions, and that is why
you can find these beauti-
ful and colorful pieces on
the north shore beaches of
Aruba.

Especially on the strip on
white sand between the fa-
mous Natural Bridge” and
the huge red anchor close

k)

to "Grapefield” beach you
will be able to find your own
pieces of sea glass. The sea
glass that was created is
the product of a very long
and interesting process. It
can tfake anywhere from
10 to 30 years to make sea
glass. The name for any
piece of glass that finds ifs
way to the ocean and tum-
bles around in the water
long enough is “Sea glass.
The colorful pieces of glass
are being used for decora-
tion, handcrafts and jew-
elry!

Once glass makes its way
info the ocean, the glass is
broken up into shards and is
tumbled around in the wa-
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ter, where sand and other
rocks act like sandpaper to
smooth out its rough edges.
Sometimes as the sea glass
is passed through fire, it be-
comes fire glass, the rarest
of sea glass with certain
inclusions, just like precious
gems.

For years, the water beat
against the different kinds
of frash being dumped.
Glass, household appli-
ances and even motor
parts were discarded on
the beach. The waves and
weather conditions wore
down the overwhelming
amount of garbage in the
water, creating millions of

beautiful smooth rocks.

It's hard to believe the
short-sighted mistakes we
were making that could
have potfentially ruined
these beautiful beaches.
But thanks to natural pro-
cesses, the ocean trans-
formed the trash into the
sea glass.

Each colored gem on the
beach has its own story.

The ruby red glass stones
are typically from old car
tail-lights.

Then, the sapphire rocks
are the remnants of bro-
ken apothecary boftles.
The most common and
the easiest to find are the
brown (Amstel & Polar
beer), green (Heineken
& Balashi beer) and clear
glass which are the soft
much loved “soft drink”
bottles.

If you like to see the sea

glass for yourself, and be
in awe of the power of na-
ture, rent a car or jeep and
go explore our deserted
beaches on the north side
of the island. Make it a fun
family day!

Even if we didn't mean to
pollute the Beaches how
we did, it is inspiring to see
just how the earth can cor-
rect our mistakes.

Funny, how trash can
change into freasures!

Everybody knows that you
are not allowed to take
local shells home, but the
people working at the air-
port have no problem you
taking sea glass home. A
few of those pieces make
great souvenirs. You can
place them in a wine glass
or large bottle for decora-
fion and every fime you
look at it a smile will light up
your face thinking back of
your unforgettable Aruba
vacation!
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SETAR, the island's premier Tele-
com provider, is a pioneer in
shaping connectivity in Aruba.
SETAR has become indispensable
to Aruba's vibrant tech landscape
by delivering lightning-fast net-
works to local communities and
visitors. The island is fransforming
with SETAR's ambitious project to
convert the entire island to fiber,
revolutionizing how Aruba stays
connected, and marking a signifi-
cant leap in innovation and firmly
establishing Aruba as one of the
most technologically advanced
islands in the Caribbean.

With stores around the island and
services designed to keep all visi-
tors connected, whether they're
coming for vacation or work, SE-
TAR ensures you stay in fouch ef-
fortlessly. Revel in the high speed
Infernet on Aruba's exceptional
Fixed and Mobile Networks, ensur-
ing you're connected wherever
your adventure takes you.

Are you eager to start your expe-
rience? Start by purchasing your
SETAR Tourist SIM at the TeleKiosk
in the Arrival Hall of Aruba's Airport.

Tourist SIM
Paradise awaits in Aruba, and SE-
TAR, is here to enhance your tropi-
cal adventure with our exclusive

Tourist Bundles! Stay connected,
share the magic, and make the
most of your Aruban escape with
seamless communication.

Tourist Bundles to Suit Your Journey:

Tourist Bundles - 7 Days (35GB)

*  UNLIMITED Data [5GB DAILY]

e 200 Minutes on-net to Fixed
and Mobile

* 30 Minutes to other providers
and International

*  50SMS Local and International

* Vadlid for 7 Days

* Foronly $30

Tourist Bundles - 14 Days (70GB)

*  UNLIMITED Data [5GB DAILY]

e 300 Minutes on-net to Fixed
and Mobile

e 60 Minutes to other providers
and International

*  50SMS Local and International

* Valid for 14 Days

* Foronly $50

When purchasing the bundle for
the first time at one of our stores,
the Tourist SIM card is FREE and is
tailored for visitors staying a few
weeks in Aruba.

For visitors staying longer on the
island, SETAR offers a flexible Pre-
paid option that allows you to buy
credit conveniently at any Tele-
shop, gas station, minimarket, or
supermarket. This prepaid credit

provides you the freedom to call
anytime or choose from the differ-
ent Prepaid bundles SETAR offers:
Data Bundles: Stay connected
with  high-speed Internet and
choose from various data options
fo suit your needs.

One Bundle: Enjoy the conve-
nience of bundled SMS, Voice,
and Data in one package.

SETAR ensures you have the best
communication experience dur-
ing your fime in Aruba.

Makes your Workcation in Para-
dise Effortless

Are you planning a frip to Aruba
that blends business with leisure,
or perhaps seeking a remote work
setup?e Whether you're coming to
Aruba for business or fo embrace
a 'workcation,' SETAR has tailored
solutions to ensure seamless and
uninterrupted connectivity during
your stay.

Stay productive while enjoying
the beauty of Aruba. SETAR de-
signed flexible plans and reliable
services to cater to your needs,
providing you with the connectiv-
ity required for work and play. Go
to the TeleKiosk in the Arrival Hall
of Aruba’s Airport and ask for the
Prepaid Wireless Home Internet for
seamless connectivity. Enjoy the
fastest Internet speeds with our
Wireless Home Internet Prepaid

Stay Connected and Relaxed with SETAR in Arubal

plans without worrying about ad-
ditional charges and you can use
it anywhere on the island. It is easy
to use and access. Choose the
bundle that suits your budget and
needs.

Explore the options that best suit

your Workcation in Aruba:

1 Day Plan:

* 10GB Data

* Valid for 1Day or upon deple-
tion of your bundle

e $5.55
1 Week Plan:
e 50GB Data

e Valid for 7Day or upon deple-
fion of your bundle

e $20
30 Days Plan:
e 75GB Data

*  Valid for 30Day or upon deple-
tion of your bundle
e $55.50

Imagine strolling along the Aru-
ban beaches after a productive
workday or unwinding with a pic-
furesque sunset as your backdrop
to a successful day's work. Experi-
ence the ideal blend of work and
relaxation in Aruba, supported by
SETAR's seamless connectivity. Let
us make your stay in Aruba an ex-
perience like no other.

Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Renaissance Ocean Suites!

The Aruba Tourism Avuthority recently had the
great pleasure of recognizing distinguished
Visitors of Aruba. These Ambassadors were re-
spectively honored with a certificate acknowil-

edging their years of visits, loyalty, and love for
the island of Aruba.

The honor cerfification is presented on behalf of
the Minister of Tourism as a token of apprecio-
fion and to say “Masha Danki” to guests who
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or more
consecutively.

The three honoring levels are as follows:
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively vis-
iting Aruba)

Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)

Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively
visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:

Distinguished Visitors

Mr. Nick Feasel & Mrs. Carroll Feasel from the
United States.

Ms. Marouska Heyliger representing the Aruba
Tourism Authority, and staff members of Renais-
sance Ocean Suites bestowed the honor certi-
fication to the honorees, presented them with
gifts, and thanked them for choosing Aruba
as their favorite vacation destination, as their
home away from home.

Top reasons for returning to Aruba, provided by
the honorees were:

. Aruba’s great weather.

. Aruba’s wonderful food options.
. Aruba’s activities.

. Aruba makes us feel safe.

J Aruba’s beaches.

On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we
would like to express our sincere gratitude and
appreciation to the honoree for his confinued
visits to the “One Happy Island”.[]
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Best spots to view the sunset

(Oranjestad)—Today we
celebrate Valentine 's Day,
and what can be more ro-
mantic than surprising your
partner with a date watch-
ing the sunset. Aruba’s sun-
setleave many speechless,
and luckily, the best spots
to view the sunset are en-
tirely accessible and easy
to find. Here are some of
the best places to view the
sunset on the island.

Cadlifornia Light House

Of course, being one of the
highest point easily acces-
sible to locals and fourists,

the California Light House
hill not only offers a tremen-
dous view of the sunset, but
also a breath taking scen-
ery of most of the island. In
the distance you can spoft
all the hotels, the west-
ern shoreline and the wild
waves that crash on the
northern side of the island.

Manchebo & Eagle Beach
Speaking of the western
shoreline, the best spofs

for viewing the sunset on
the beach has to be either
Manchebo Beach or at
Eagle Beach, which stretch

along the entire western
coast of the island starting
from behind Bucuti & Tara
Beach Resort up to the
Amsterdam Manor round-
about. The sunset on these
beaches is fruly breathtak-
ing; the sky and ocean look
so big and spacious, and
paired with the orange/
pink hue of the sunset, the
white sandy beaches and
the soft sounds of waves
crashing—it can only be
described as an experi-
encel*

Arashi Beach

Another beach that has to
be considered as another
great spot to view the sun-
set. Arashi Beach is the last
beach you will find along
the western coast line, just
before you drive up the
hill to the California Light
House. A favorite for surf-
ers and body boarders, the
Arashi sky stretches out for

miles, lending a spectacu-
lar canvas for the sun to
create a masterpiece of
orange, pink and purple
hue.

Hooiberg Hill

These last two options are
for more active couples. If
you and your partner like to
hike, the Hooiberg Hill may
be a great place for you to
get your daily workout in
and enjoy a beautiful view
of the sunset and the island
as a little reward. Climb on
top the 587-step stairs and
reach the top to enjoy this

incredible scenery.

Casibari Rock Formation

If you're arock climber, you
might enjoy watching the
sunset on top of the Casi-
bari Rock Formation. It's no
Yosemite, but it does offer
a fun little exercise to get
to the top. But if you pre-
fer not to get your hands a
little dirty, you can always
use the stairs in the back.

Editor's note: This spot may
be my personal favorite, if
you couldn't already tell...

a

Why You Should Not Miss Aruba’s Free City Center Sireet Car Tour

ORANJESTAD - Aruba’s City
Center Street Car - or as we
call it in Dutch; “Tram van
Oranjestad’ - is a single frack
fram line in Oranjestad, the
capital city of Aruba. It was
inaugurated on 22 Decem-
ber 2012, being the first and
so far the only passenger
rail service on Aruba and
the rest of the Dutch Carib-
bean. There are two trolleys,
a single-deck one with 42
seats and a double-decker
with 64 seats. The line was
inspired by the popular
battery-powered streetcar
operation at the Grove in
Los Angeles, USA. Aruba’s
streetcars are powered by

hydrogen fuel cells, which
are charged by the island’s
year-round trade winds.

Caya Betico Croes, mostly
referred to as our “main
street” has been developed
info a pollution-free pedes-
frian mall. The double-decker
offers you a 360 degree view
of the down town area with
a picture perfect scenery of
the island’s clear blue skies.
Who would not enjoy aride
on this beautiful and naturally
air-condifioned vehicle? The
tour consists of a tofal of 9
stops approximately 200 me-
ters apart from each other;
all stops are clearly marked.

The tram will bring you close
to different museums, histori-
cal plazas, monuments, the
Protestant church, Aruba’s
high- end mall, retail shops,
and a variety of local and
international cuisine restau-
rants. The “I love Aruba”
frademark also belongs to
that list. The third stop on the
route is close to a 5-minute
walk to the famous Renais-
sance Marina showcasing
luxurious yachts and Aruba’s
blue waters.

The “Tram van Oranjestad”
starts from a balloon loop
near the Port of Call and
serves the downtown area

and ends at Plaza Nicky.
The first ride starts at 10:00
am sharp with intervals of
25minutes. The last frolley

departs from the cruise port
at 5:00pm. Don’t miss this tour
of the beautiful Aruba’s City
Center-itis free for allll]
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Article by Etnia Nativa

WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience!
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels

“Horcan”

Every week, Etnia Nativa presents a new episode
about cultural heritage and native knowledge. This
week, it is about hurricanes. The recent onset of the
2024 hurricane season serves as a constant reminder
and frequent topic of conversation. However, we can
be grateful that our “privilege” close location to the
South American continent spares the island from their
devastating effects, and what we can get in Aruba is
a lot of rain and thunderstorms.

When European sailors anchored their ships in the
Caribbean Seaq, they did not know what natural
phenomena threatened the region. They only knew
that the meteorology of the place presented differ-
ent characteristics, so much so that ignorance and
lack of experience were the main causes of the ship-
wrecks that occurred in the first years of interconti-
nental voyages.

However, the civilizations that inhabited these places
knew very well that, during certain times of the year
and following the position of the stars, a superior
natural force on their way was capable of destroy-
ing everything and menacing their survival. These
Caribbean populations shared a word in common
that identified the aggressive spirit behind the storms,
known as huracan. Aruban Caquetian ancestors
called it *horcan,” a word still used in our Papiamen-
to language, meaning hurricane. They were animists,
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believing in the power of natural spirits
that had a good or a bad effect on
their existence in the form of rain, wind,
sun, stars, and other natfural forces
that could do them good but also evil
and so influence directly their lives: like
when fears of winds show their anger,
destroying their houses,*cunucos (agri-
cultural fields), and tearing down huge
frees.”

Some of these native communities rep-
resented the hurricane in the form of a
spiral or a snake with swirling shapes.
To interpret the movement of the hur-
ricane’s rotation and its calm central
part, which was its eye, surrounded by
powerful winds that swirled counter-
clockwise, rotatfion creates the idea
that it was a living entity that or mys-
teriously moved through supernatu-
ral forces, spinning from one cardinal
point to the next. Once in a while, it
barely advances its frajectory by a few
kilometers and sometimes is static, at-
tacking and devouring its victims.

The hurricane, just as it currently still
does today, affects the economies
of the towns it reaches. In most cases,
those affected are not only depen-
dent on tourism but also on agriculture
for their existence. It is an unfortunate
phenomenon that reoccurs every year
and will continue to influence daily life
in the Caribbean.

We need rain and gentle wind for the
natural balance of our environment
and cannot move or change our ge-
ography, but rather know, understand,
and overcome the attacks of this phe-
nomenon by building back better. Our
ancestors sought explanations for the
devastating phenomenon of observ-
ing the stars, the clouds, the sounds of
some animals, or the strange calm that
sometimes radiates from the Caribbe-
an Sea before a storm.

There is confroversy over whether the
origin of the word hurricane is Taino,
Mayan, or Caquetio. For the Mayans,
the hurricane was the god of the wind,
and its syllables mean “hu-wind, ro-
energy that gives shape, can-center,”
franslating the word as “wind concen-
frator.” For the Tainos and the Caque-
tios, the word hurricane simply meant
“storm.” The word came to the English
language directly from Spanish, when
Spanish explorers took it from the Tai-
nos and later from the Caquetios. It
was quickly incorporated info many
old-world languages since winds as
strong as those of the Caribbean hur-
ricanes were an unusual phenomenon

N

for them.
At the fime the Spanish language ad-
opted this word, h was pronounced
as f. So the same word in Portfuguese
became furacdo, and in the late 16th
century, the English word was some-
fimes spelled “forcane.” Many other
spellings were used until the word be-
came firmly established when Shake-
speare used the spelling “hurricane” to
refer to a waterspout. In Spanish and
English, the word can be used to figu-
rafively refer to anything that is pow-
erful and causes confusion. In Spanish,
hurricane can also be used to refer to
a particularly impetuous person.

If you are interested in learning the true
identity of Aruba, book a visit to Etnia
Nativa, home of our chief cultural col-
umnist, who has been a frend sefter
since 1994, having the honor to par-
ficipate in the realization of the island’s
projects such as the National Park and
Archaeological Museum, among oth-
ers. Actually, he continues to share the
culture of Aruba, providing valuable
knowledge to his visitors.

This private museum sets itself apart by
offering a personal native touch and
providing the opportunity to enjoy a
diverse array of artworks, objects, arti-
facts, dead dissected animals, plants,
colonial furniture, unique old photos,
etc. Your opportunity to dive to the na-
vel of Arubal Whats App +297 592 2702
etnianativa03@gmail.coml
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In celebration of 200 years of the Aruban gold rush:

Get to know the history of the gold indusiry on Aruba
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(Oranjestad)—This year we celebrate a few milestone anniversaries on
Aruba, one of them being the 200th anniversary of when gold was first
discovered on the island. We have talked about the Bushiribana Gold
Mill Ruin before and its brief history during the gold industry on Aruba,
but get to know a little more about the history of the “Aruban Gold Rush.”

The first hint of gold on Aruba actually dates back to 1725, when rumors
about gold being found in dug up freasure chests of the Spanish colonial
era prompted the first official exploration for gold on the island, commis-
sioned by the Dutch West India Company. Under the leadership of Mr.
Paulus Printz, a three-year search was conducted on Aruba, to no avail.
Though they found some specks of gold, it was not enough to moftivate
a further search, and the assignment was discontinued by Printz himself.
It wasn't until 100 years later, in 1824, when a young farmer boy named
Willem Rasmijn found a lump of gold while out herding his father's sheep
in the area of Rooi Fluit on the north coast. His father took it to a local
merchant who then sold the lump for $70. Unbeknownst to the boy and
his father, they quite literally struck gold, and as word got out, a gold fe-
ver spread among the locals who started searching for more gold.
When the colonial governor in Curacao, Governor Cantz'laar, heard
about the news, he sent his adjutant, Capitan van Raders, to start har-
vesting gold. This was in July 1824. In august of that same year, the gov-
ernor followed suit fo the island, accompanied by high-ranking military
officials. When citizens started swarming the area in search for gold, The
Netherlands sent more troops to safe guard the gold.

Prominent places where gold was found was in Daimari, Wacobana,
Arikok, Rooi Fluit, Hadicouradi and later West punt, where gold ore was
found. Because of a lack in advanced technology and materials to har-
vest the gold, the process took a more primitive approach: Clay rocks
containing fraces of gold were left to dry in the sun. Then, workers would
start chipping the clay away on a large canvas to catch the gold par-
ficles that were left behind after the wind blew away the dust from the
clay.

In the harvest period of 1824-1825, there was a total of 71,000 kilos col-
lected through commissioned harvesting. Locals themselves reportedly
found about 25 pounds worth of gold in the nearby rivers. The following
years after that first big harvest, commission work fell off, and in 1828, the
director of the goldmines, Johan Gravenhorst, decided to halt harvest-
ing.

Almost 40 years later, the London-based Aruba Island Gold Mining Com-
pany Ltd. was granted concession. The firm built their gold mines on
Bushiribana, and in the port of Oranjestad a long road that connected
the gold mill to the port. The ores themselves came from Sero Plat en Sero
Cristal.

By this point, workers were still using primitive methods to harvest the ores.
For example, when someone had to go into the mines, there were no
stairs or lifts; the person had to be brought down in a big bucket, with
two or more workers holding the bucket by a thick rope above ground.
Aruba Island Gold Mining Company Ltd. reportedly operated until 1899,
and right after the Aruba Gold Concession Ltd. was established, coinci-
dentally also based in London. This time, the gold mill in Balashi was built,
and more mines were dug up all around the island. The gold ores that
were found were fransported via track engine, locally called the “trekin-
chi”. Despite being more equipped for the job, the Aruba Gold Conces-
sion Ltd. could not produce any real profit, and so the concession was
terminated just eight years later, in 1908.

A local firm, the "Aruba Goud Maatschappij” (Aruba Gold Company)
took over the concession, along with all the materials and equipment.
In the beginning, the company saw good profit, and for a while, the
island’s economy depended primarily on the mining and harvesting of
gold. But just like its predecessors, the streak of luck for the Aruba Gold
Company came fo an end when WWI broke out.

The main reason why production stopped this fime was reportedly be-
cause of alack in dynamite for extracting the ores from the mines, as well
as a lack in raw materials like German cyanide for the refining process.
By the fime the war ended, the equipment that was left at Balashi were
tfoo old to use again. After the war, gold production on the Aruba was
left to a standstill.

According to an issue in Aruba Esso News paper in 1953, Henny Eman
wanted to start up digging again, this time using independent miners. He
argued that there was proof of more gold to be discovered. Plus, hiring
independent miners would boost the island’s employment rate.

When it was proven that gold was in fact sfill present, the executive
board on the island promised to fund the project only if the gold dug up
proved fo be valuable. However, nothing else was reported after this, so
it could be concluded that there was no real profitable market on the
island anymore.

The ruins of the Bushiribana and Balashi Gold Mills are still standing, and
open for the public to visit. These structures offer a glance into the past,
to a tfime where Aruba experienced one of its first wave of industrializa-
fion. Today, these structures are persevered as historical monuments. .1

Source:
1. “De Kolibrie op de Rots (en meer over the geschiedenis van Aruba)” by Evert
Bongers.

2. Aruba Esso News, 1953 issue.
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TSDAY.

CROSSWORD L[A[S]s olc o[s[T[A
By THOMAS JOSEPH Ml oA T
ACROSS 41 Fast EMON!'|S AR|E
1 Nonsense  runner SIAILIUITIE MIEIN
6 “—bien” 42 Gets up - lfi‘SDigﬁ;
10 Boxing REEMY P 1[G
ring DOWN E[L|M HEGﬁ
border 1 Like |l |EfO[RIEJR|E[P
11 Flour “Hamlet” GJAINIGIBIUISITIEIRIS
source 2 Peter §$ gag.;)ﬁ?g g
12Letup Weller Yesterday's answer
13 Kitchen film role
cooker 3Beachina 11News- 28 Candy
14 Vanished 1964 song  paper 29 Ocean
15Closing 4 Fountain reports measure
number ofjazz 15 3Suitable 30 Nebraska
16 Rink 5Jargon 17 Lamp fuel city
material suffix 20 Spap 31 Bengal
17 Model buy 6 Compared 21 Hit show
‘ cat
18Was a with letters
pioneer  70fthe  24Nowand S0 NeW-
19 Vies kidneys then born’s
22 Skating 8 National 25 Like a need
group symbol pride 36 Star
23 Riverof 9 Spirited 27 May followers
Russia horse hororee 38 Ruin
26 Fruit T2 B B B 5 7 B 2
desserts - -
29 Morse bit
32 Urgent 12 i3
call 1 15
33 Read
[ 17 18
rescue
34 “Lose 19 20 21
Yourself’ 72 23 24 |25
rapper
36 Selfish cry 1 F ®
37 Heathen 29 (30 |31 32 33
38 Dwight's ) 35 35
Wlfe 37 38
39 School
paper 39 40
4Q Deal a1 4z
maker
417
AXYDLBAAXR
iSLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L’s, X for the two O, efc, Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

4-17

LZ TZG

VSDG NZQ NZQIFWAP LZ TZG

CRYPTOQUOTE

BRCZFW ZT ZGSWIF

Cruise ship Schedule: July 01 - July 30 2024

| ARR | | DEPT | | BERTH |
_THU | [04| | CELEBRITY BEYOND | los.00] [2100] [ ¢ | [1]
| TUE | [o09| | ADVENTURE OF THE SEAS 08.00 | | 20.00 ’ B | [1
CARNIVAL HORIZON. 09.00 | | 22.00 c | [1
| WED | | 10 | | RHAPSODY OF THE SEAS | l09.00 |21.00| | c [1]
| TUE | |16 | | CARNIVAL CELEBRATION { 08.00 | | 22.00 } c 2
| CARNIVAL VISTA 13.00 | [23.00 | | | 3
| WED | | CELEBRITY BEYOND [08.00] [2100] [ ¢ | [1]
| TUE | | 23| | CARNIVAL HORIZON | |09.00 (2200 | ¢ (1]
| TUE | | 30| | CELEBRITY BEYOND | l08.00 | |21.00| | (1]

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always befter to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basicbut im-
portant information that we
think may come in handy
to Aruba’s visitors.

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply
voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-

lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other
establisnments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO's international
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to
buy bottled water from the
store.

Supermarket hours

"j .,

0.1»

Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or
10pm, Monday through
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

Since February 2024, Aru-
ba has been categorized
as the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many fourist
that visit have often told

LWFBIW. —

MZTPQMBQF

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: IF YOU WANT TO
SHINE LIKE A SUN, FIRST BURN LIKE A SUN.

— APJ. ABDUL KALAM

WA PLEASUREINARUBAL

Pick-up & Delivery
(9 +297 565- 9535

Beautlful Latin Girls

us how they feel safe to
explore the island or walk
around af night. However,
rare incidents do occurs,
so keep yourself and your
belongings safe.




BUSINESS

A13

WEDNESDAY 10 JULY 2024

Classifieds

FOR SALE

Matadera 3N Unit-11 ARUBA

2 storey condo

3 bedrooms, 3 baths

living / dinning room

furnished, renovated

painted. Pool

$425,000 USD furnished

$395,000 USD w/appliances

suzanne@c21apt.com

WhatsApp: 1-613-291-2121
218084

La Cabana Beach and Casino

Eagle Beach

1 BR Deluxe week 27 and 28

Room # 243 D Ocean front

Price : $8500 each

Phone # 011-297-6301307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

218118

_Casa del Mar

BEACH RESORT

Casa del Mar Sales Inventory
Week 27

WEEK 26

Ambassador Unit

(one bedroom)

Price range:$3,000.00 - $4,500.00

Presidential suites
(two bedrooms)
Price range: $9,500.00

WEEK 27

Ambassador unit

(one bedroom)

Price range:$3,600.00 - $7,000.00

Presidential suites
(two bedrooms)
Price range:$7,200.00 - $8,500.00

WEEK 28

Ambassador unit

(one bedroom)

Price range:$3,600.00 - $4,500.00

Presidential suites
(two bedrooms)
Price range:$9,000.00-$18,000.00

FOR MORE INFO CALL:
+297-582-700 Ext. 614

OR EMAIL:
sales@casadelmararuba.com

HTTA

Time share release

Do you want to sell your Time
Share

Contact the experts

38 years of experience

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Commercial Area

Eagle near Gloria Mall

Lease land 2630 sqgm

Permint approve to build

12 commercial units 6 ground

floor

6 1 st floor

Price : $750,000

Call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
218113

G2

Marriott Aruba Surf Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $34,000
2 Bed Oceanside $23,000

2 Bed Ocean view $21,500
2 Bed Garden view $16,500
3 Bed Ocean view $32,000
WK 51 Ocean view $65,000
WK 52 Ocean View $65,000
WK 7 and 14 - all views
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $18,000
2 Bed Oceanside $14,000

2 Bed Ocean view $12,500
2 Bed Garden view $10,000
3 Bed Ocean view $28,000

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $45,000
2 Bed Ocean view $29,000
1 Bed Ocean front $21,000
1 Bed Ocean View $17,000
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $20,500
2 Bed Ocean view $15,000
1 Bed Oceanfront $13,000
1 Bed Ocean View $11,500

** Destination Points $5.00 per
point

We are the #1

Rental Timeshare
agent for Aruba!

We also RENT Aruba weeks for
owners, Contact us to BUY,
SELL or RENT any timeshare

property.

Contact:
stephanier@conciergerealty.com

888-888-2204 Ext 104

Website:
www.conciergerealty.com
Broker: Stephanie Reidel
www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottArubaSurf/
www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottAruba/Ocean

Marriott Surf Club

Palm beach

Platinum season

2 BR 2 Bath Ocean side
Price :$ 25,000

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott surf club

Palm beach

Gold season

2 BR 2 bath ocean side $13 K
2 BR 2 bath ovean view $12 K
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott destination points
For sale at $ 4 a points
Transfer fee $3 a points
Education fee :$ 300

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Borocana Noord

5 min drive to palm beach /
eagle beach

3 BR 2 Bath with and appart-
ment

Price : $600,000

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Washington Noord

5 min drive to Palm beach and
eagle beach

4 BR 4 Bath with and appart-
ment

Price : $ 500,000

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Cumana Near C Mart

10 min drive to Nikki Beach ,
eagle beach and palm beach
2 BR 3 bath with a studio ap-
partment and pool

Price : $450,000

Call : 011 -297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Savaneta near zee rover

5 min walk to the ocean

2 BR 2 Bath Fixer Upper

Land 1330 m2 lease land ocean
view

Price :$250,000

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Renaissance ocean suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 22 room # 2345 $6K
1 BR WK # 24 room # 2132%$5 K
1 BR WK # 34 room # 2316 $4K
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Dakota : Tel.588 7364
San Nicolas:

San Lucas:Tel. 584 5119

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook
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| PEOPLE / ARTS

Melissa Etheridge connects with incarcerated women in new
docuseries ‘I'm Not Broken’

By BROOKE LEFFERTS
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Melissa
Etheridge realized two career
dreams with her new docu-
series “"Melissa Etheridge: I'm
Not Broken”: performing for
incarcerated women and re-
cording the concert for alive
album.The singer-songwriter
grew up in Leavenworth, Kan-
sas an area home to a well-
known federal penitentiary
and other state and military
prisons and when she was
starting out, she found a re-
ceptive audience in people
incarcerated there. Inspired
by Johnny Cash's famous
prison concerts, the two-
time Grammy winner won
permission for a live show
at the Topeka Correctional
Facility, a Kansas women'’s
prison, with a film crew docu-
menting the process. In the
series, which starts streaming
on Paramount+ this week,
Etheridge meets and corre-
sponds with several people
in the prison, learning how
they ended up there. Their
stories inspired her to write
her new song, “A Burning
Woman.” Many of the women
had experienced drug ad-
diction, and Etheridge said
she connected with them
after her 21-year-old son’s
2020 opioid-related death.
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This image released by Paramount+ shows Melissa Etheridge, foreground and Linda Wallem

during the filming of the docuseries “Melissa Etheridge: I'm Not Broken.”

Etheridge, 63, spoke to The
Associated Press recently
about her emotional 2023
performance and the new
album. Answers have been
edited for clarity and brevity.
AP: How was the experience
of meeting the inmates and
hearing their stories?

ETHERIDGE: When | went and
heard their stories, | was blown
away that they were all moth-
ers. That just really broke my
heart. And then just how relat-

able. This could be my sister.
This could be my friends. There
but for the grace of God go I
AP: How was realizing your
dream of recording a live
albume

ETHERIDGE: When | grew up in
the ‘60s and '70s, live albums
were if. | mean, “Framptfon
Comes Alive!” That's what
you do if you can get to a
point as arock ‘n’ roll artist. |
always wanted to and by the
time | got there in the '90s,

Associated Press

they were like, “No, there’s no
live albums.” So finally! And
| love this. It's a really spe-
cial concert. The setlist was
curated for them. It had the
few hit songs in it, but it had
really deep tracks that really
dealt with that longing and
guilt and pain.

AP: You performed the new
song af the live concert and it
echoes some of the pain you
heard in the inmates’ stories.
How did it feel to see their

supportive response?
ETHERIDGE: It was even more
than | thought it would be.
That they jumped right on
the call-and-response, and
that they've got footage of
the women saying “I'm not
broken!” means everything.
Because just saying “I'm not
broken,” just saying “I'm worth
it,” that was the whole inten-
tion forit. | hope people love
it because it's arockin’ song.
It's a Melissa Etheridge song.
[ really like that.

AP: In the series, you play the
new song for your wife, TV
writer-producer Linda Wal-
lem for feedback. Do you
often solicit her opinion on
new music?e

ETHERIDGE: | love living with a
creative woman. | love being
married to someone whom
| really trust their taste, be-
cause she doesn't like a lot
of things. She’s in entertain-
ment —she’'s been a direc-
tor, a producer. She's really
used to telling people, “Hey,
you might be able to do it a
little better” — very famous
people. So | know she's not
pulling any punches for me.
And when she likes (the work)
it means a lof to me because
| don't really have a lot of
people that | can trust and
be so raw with. I'm blessed
to have a partner like that.

Viola Davis and James Patterson to collaborate on novel set in the
contemporary, rural South

By HILLEL ITALIE

AP National Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — An up-
coming thriller about a
female judge in the con-
temporary, rural South will
have ftwo very famous,
and very different, authors:
Oscar winner Viola Davis
and mega-selling novelist
James Patterson.

Little, Brown and Company
announced Tuesday that
Davis and Patterson are
collaborating on a nov-
el, currently untitled and
scheduled for 2025 or 2026,
in which the "dynamic and
brilliant” Judge Mary Stone
faces "a decision with seis-
mic repercussions for her
small county, and poten-
fially the whole nation.”

It will be the first work of

adult fiction for Davis,

whose previous books in-
clude the memoir “Finding
Me"” and the picture story

"Corduroy Takes a Bow.

" It's the latest high-profile
partnership for Patterson,
whose previous co-authors

Viola Davis appears at The Albies at the New York Public Library
on Sept. 28, 2023, left, and author James Patterson poses for a
portrait in New York on Aug. 30, 2016.

Associated Press

range from Bill Clinfon to
Dolly Parton. The novel
“Eruption,” for which Paft-
terson completed a man-
uscript left behind by the
late Michael Crichton, is
one of the summer’s most
popular books.

“James’s ability to weave
compelling narratives with
depth and suspense is un-
paralleled, and | am hon-
ored to work alongside
him,” Davis said in a state-
ment.

“Writing about a charac-
ter as compelling as Judge
Mary Stone has been an
extraordinary experience,
and | believe readers will
be deeply moved by her
journey."”

Patterson, who came up
with the idea after reading

“Finding Me" and contact-
ing Davis, said in a state-
ment that the actor has a
“qift for storytelling” and a
"generous spirit.”
“| could not have asked for
a better partner than Vio-
la,” Patterson said.
Additional details about
the book, including fim
rights, were not immediate-
ly available.

Financial terms were not
disclosed.
The project was handled
by Little, Brown; Patterson’s
representatives, Robert Bar-
nett and Deneen Howell of
Williams & Connolly, and
JVL Media, a “full-service
media packaging firm and
independent publisher”
that Davis helped found.(
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Daniil Medvedev beats Jannik Sinner at Wimbledon and faces
defending champ Carlos Alcaraz nexi

By HOWARD FENDRICH

AP Tennis Writer

LONDON (AP) — Jannik
Sinner felt ill. He was dizzy.
Hadn't slept well the night
before. Wimbledon’s top-
seeded man, who recently
attained the No. 1 ranking,
definitely did not want to
quit playing against Daniil
Medvedev in the quarter-
finals, but things were not
looking good.

Sinner was treated by a
frainer and left the court
during the third set Tuesday,
then briefly surged before
faltering again down the
stretch, eventually losing
to a more-aggressive-than-
usual Daniil Medvedev 6-7
(7), 6-4, 7-6 (4), 2-6, 6-3.

“I was struggling physical-
ly,” said Sinner, who had
won his past five matches
against Medvedeyv, includ-

= '-.-_.-— _ﬂr

Daniil Medvedev of Russia plays a forehand return to Jannik Sinner of ltaly during their quarterfinal
match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Tuesday, July 9, 2024.

the 2Il-year-old Alcaraz,
back-to-back tests against
the two new young stars of
men’s tfennis.

In the women’s quarterfi-
nals, Donna Vekic reached
the final four at a major
for the first fime in her 43rd
Slam, defeating qualifier
Lulu Sun 5-7, 6-4, 6-1, and
French Open runner-up
Jasmine Paolini eliminated
No. 19 Emma Navarro 6-2,
6-1in less than an hour.
Navarro got past four-fime
major champion Naomi
Osaka and reigning U.S.
Open champ Coco Gauff
earlier in the tournament.
Vekic, a 28-year-old from
Croatia, pondered quitting
the sport on multiple occa-
sions including as recently
as right before play began
at Roland Garros in May.

“| didn't have any energy,

Associated Press

ing a five-setter in the final
of the Australian Open in
January. "It was not an
easy moment. | tried to
fight with that what | had
today.”

It wasn't enough.

Not against the crafty Med-
vedeyv, the 2021 U.S. Open
champion who now will
face Carlos Alcaraz in the
semifinals at the All England
Club for the second con-
secutive year.

"Was a bit up-and-down
match, in a way, from both
sides,” Medvedeyv said.
Alcaraz, the defending
champion and No. 3 seed,

fook a bif of time to get go-
ing in his quarterfinal, but
once he did, there was no
stopping him during a 5-7,
6-4, 6-2, 6-2 victory over
No. 12 Tommy Paul af No. 1
Court. Alcaraz is coming off
a fitle at the French Open
last month and is seeking
his fourth Grand Slam tro-
phy.

Over at Cenfre Court, it
was not immediately clear
what was wrong with Sin-
ner, who leaned back in
his sideline chair, rested his
headin a hand and had his
heart rate checked before
heading to the lockerroom.

During a later changeover,
Sinner draped a towel over
his head.

While he did regain his usu-
al verve, particularly on his
booming forehand, and
pushed the match to a fifth
set the 36th this fortnight
and the most at any Grand
Slam tfournament in the
Open era, which dates to
1968 Sinner could not get
over the line.

Even though he won more
points (164-160), accumu-
lated more winners (61-56),
made fewer unforced er-
rors (49-45), hit more aces
(17-15) and finished with far

fewer double-faults (11-4).
“It's a tough one to swal-
low,” Sinner said.
Medvedev, a 28-year-old
from Russia, began playing
closer to the baseline than
he often does. He found
the space to deliver more
winners, compiling 13 in the
closing set alone, broke for
a 3-1 lead in the fifth, and
was on his way back to the
semifinals.

“Today,” Medvedev said,
“a lot of tactical things
worked well.”

After eliminating the
22-year-old Sinner, Medve-
dev now goes up against

any motivation to keep
practicing, keep pushing,
because | felt like the last
couple months I've given
everything for tennis, and
| wasn't getting the results
that | kind of expected,”
Vekic said.

“Now I'm the semifinals,”
Vekic said. “Not just in ten-
nis, (but) in life, things can
furn prefty fast.”

Sinner was a Wimbledon
semifinalist a year ago and
carried a nine-match win-
ning streak info Tuesday,
including a grass-court ti-
tle at Halle, Germany, last
month.

Philipsen finally tfriumphs in sprint finish
on Stage 10 of Tour de France

SAINT-AMAND-MONTROND, France (AP)
— Jasper Philipsen edged a thrilling sprint
to win his first stage of this Tour de France
on Tuesday after finishing runner-up twice
last week.

Biniam Girmay, winner of two stages al-
ready, was runner-up a second fime, and
Pascal Ackermann was third.

The overall leaders stayed the same. Tadej
Pogacar retained the yellow jersey with
the same 33 second gap on Remco Evene-
poel and more than a minute on two-time
defending champion Jonas Vingegaard.
The 10th stage from Orléans to Saint-
Amand-Montrond in central France was a
flat 187 kilometers (116 miles) without clas-
sified climbs, and set the stage for a mass
sprint.

Philipsen, the Belgian rider known for his
powerful finishes, finally capitalized. This
was his seventh career stage in the last
three Tours.

“Today everything worked according to
plan,” Philipsen said. “We came to the
Tour de France with the goal of winning at
least one stage. I'm really happy that we
can now tick that box and go further in the
Tour with more confidence in the team.”
Following the first rest day, the race un-
folded without major disruptions despite
infermittent showers. The peloton enjoyed
a picturesque route, passing the 500-year-
old Chateau de Chambord.

Stage 11 on Wednesday will get the riders
back climbing again in the Massif Central
mountains..]

e e

line ahead of Germany’'s Pascal Ackermann, second left,
Eritrea’s Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter’s green jersey,
and Belgium’s Wout van Aert, third right, to win the tenth stage
of the Tour de France cycling race over 187.3 kilometers (116.4
miles) with start in Orleans and finish in Saint-Amand-Montrond,
France, Tuesday, July 9, 2024.

Associated Press
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With Tiger Woods' approval, Keegan Bradley locks in Ryder Cup
captaincy — perhaps even as a player

By RYAN KRYSKA

AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Keegan
Bradley was just as shocked
as anyone when Zach John-
son fold him he'd been se-
lected as the 2025 U.S. Ryder
Cup captain.

It was two weeks ago on a
Sunday night — the children
had just been put to bed,
and Bradley was ready to
kick his feet up and relax af-
ter three weeks on the road.
Then came the phone call.
"l don't think I'll ever be more
surprised of anything in my
entire life," Bradley said Tues-
day as he was infroduced
as the captain at NASDAQ
headquartersin New York."|
had no idea. It took awhile
for it to sink in.

"Il wasn't fully comfortable
with some of the people that
were passed over. | have a
lot of respect for the people
that came before me and
people that deserve to be
in this position, so that was
a heavy thought and mo-
ment."

Once Bradley composed
himself, he realized he had

Keegan Bradley participates in a news conference in New York,
Tuesday, July 9, 2024. Bradley was introduced as the U.S. Ryder

Cup captain for 2025.

his own phone call fo make.
It was to Tiger Woods.

"I've been grateful — before
| accepted this job | needed
to talk to Tiger and | wanted
to make sure | — | wanted
fo hear from him," Bradley
said. "We had a great con-
versation. | certainly need
his input."

Woods was widely viewed
as the heir fo the captaincy,
but after considering his cur-
rent obligations, he decided
it was in the PGA's best inter-

Associated Press

est fo go with someone else.
The PGA read a statement
from Woods at Bradley's in-
troductory news conference.
"With my new responsibilities
to the tour and fime commit-
ments involved | felt | would
not be able fo commit the
fime tfo Team USA and the
players required as a cap-
tain," Woods said in the state-
ment. "That does not mean |
wouldn't want to captain a
team in the future. If/when
| feel it is the right time, | will

put my hatin the ring for this
committee to decide."
With Woods out, the PGA
of America had fo look in
a different direction to suc-
ceed Johnson, the previous
captain who is on the Ryder
Cup committee.

They decided fto go with
the 38-year-old Bradley,
the youngest U.S. Ryder Cup
captain since a 34-year-old
Arnold Palmer in 1963.
Bradley competedin the Ry-
der Cup in 2012 and 2014,
both losses for the Ameri-
cans. He has long talked
about wanting to redeem
those results, famously hold-
ing onto his packed 2012
bag and vowing not fo open
it until he's a Ryder Cup win-
ner.

After two PGA Tour victo-
ries, a runner-up finish and
six top-10s last season, in-
cluding in the Tour Cham-
pionship, Bradley was con-
sidered a candidate for the
2023 team. But he was not
selected by Johnson. That
devastated Bradley, whose
reaction to being rejected
was captured on the Nefflix

golf documentary series "Full
Swing." Now the team cap-
tain, Bradley still believes he's
gotwhat it takes to qualify for
the feam. He is No. 192 in the
world ranking, after all. And
he was clear in his intention
to do just that, a feat that
would make him the first U.S.
Ryder Cup playing captain
since Palmerin '63if he could
pull it off.

"| feel as though I'm still in
the prime of my career and
can make this feam," Brad-
ley said.

Bradley is perhaps the most
familiar American player
with the 2025 course, Beth-
page Black on Long Island.
He grew up playing there in
college, where he attended
St. John's University. He even
joked about skipping class to
play at Bethpage.

"I'm not going to pick my-
self," Bradley said. "The only
way that would happen is if
the team was insisting it but
even if they did | don't see
that happening. | want to
make the team on points,
otherwise I'm going to be
the captain."d

Former NFL football quarterback Brett Favre speaks with
reporters prior to his induction to the Mississippi Hall of Fame,

Aug. 1, 2015, in Jackson, Miss.

By KEVIN McGILL
Associated Press
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Law-
yers for refired NFL quarter-

Associated Press

back Brett Favre asked a
federal appeals court Tues-
day torevive a defamation
lawsuit Favre filed against

Brett Favre is asking an appeals court to
reinstate his defamation lawsuit against
Shannon Sharpe

a fellow Pro Football Hall of
Fame member, former fight
end Shannon Sharpe, amid
the backdrop of a Missis-
sippi welfare scandal that
is one of the state's largest
public corruption cases.

A federal judge in Missis-
sippi threw out the lawsuit
in October, saying Sharpe
used constitutionally pro-
tected speech on a sports
broadcast when he criti-
cized Favre's connection
to the welfare misspending
case.

Favre's lawyer, Amit Vora,

fold three 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals judges in
New Orleans that the law-
suit should be revived, ar-
guing that Sharpe accused
Favre, who has not been
charged with a crime, of
theft.

Sharpe said during a Sep-
tember 2022 broadcast of
the Fox Sports show "Skip
and Shannon: Undisputed"
that Favre was "taking from
the underserved," that he
"stole money from people
that really needed that
money" and that someone

would have to be a sorry
person "to steal from the
lowest of the low."

"That's actionable defama-
tion, because that reason-
able listener is taking the
word steal literally and not
figuratively," Vora said.
Sharpe's attorney, Joseph
Terry, told the judges that
Sharpe's remarks were
clearly an opinion offered
when he was asked about
a news report on the Missis-
sippi welfare scandal and
how the reports will affect
Favre's legacy.d



