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A voter shows her "l voted" sign after casting her ballot in Chicago, Tuesday, March 19, 2024.
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Kansas considers limits on economic activity with China and other
‘countries of concern’

By JOHN HANNA

Associated Press

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Re-
publican legislators in Kan-
sas advanced proposals
Wednesday aimed at pre-
venting individuals and
companies from China
and other U.S. adversaries
from owning farmland or
business property, limiting
state investments in foreign

companies and restricting
the use of foreign-made
drones.

Some GOP conservatives,
including state Attorney
General Kris Kobach, want
the state to enact even
tougher restrictions, even
as Democratic critics sug-
gest the measures are fu-
eled by xenophobia.
Kansas already limits cor-

porate ownership of ag-
ricultural land, and more
than 20 other states restrict
foreign land ownership, ac-
cording to the National Ag-
ricultural Law Center. Sup-
porters of such measures
argue that they protect
military installations and
U.S. citizens from spying
and other national security
risks.
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Let us all unite and reflect on our love for Aruba.
May this union resonate with all our guests who also
carry a great love for our island.

Let's take care of our island and keep our beaches clean.

HAPPY

£
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Kansas state Reps. Gary White, left, R-Ashland, confers with
Rep. Shannon Francis, R-Liberal, confer as the House votes on
legislation, Wednesday, March 27, 2024, at the Statehouse in
Topeka, Kan.

The Republican-controlled
Kansas House approved
three bills addressing ac-
fivities by individuals and
companies from "coun-
fries of concern" — China,
Cuba, Iran, North Korea
and Venezuela — and
groups designated as ter-
rorist organizations by the
U.S. government.

Under one bill, if their citi-
zens own more than 10%
of a firm, the firm couldn't
own farmland or business
property within 150 miles
(241 kilometers) of a U.S.
military or Natfional Guard
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base or property owned
by any other US. or state
agency critical to security
— enough installations that
all of Kansas is covered.

Another bill would require
the state to divest from
companies with fies to the
listed nations. A third would
prohibit state and local
agencies from acquiring
drones with "critical com-
ponents" made in those
nations — and require
agencies, including law
enforcement, to replace
drones with those compo-
nents within five years.(4

Due to the religious holidays, Aruba Today will not be
published on (Good) Friday, March 29th, Saturday,
March 30th, and Monday, April 1st, 2024. We will
resume our regular printing schedule on Tuesday, April

2nd, 2024.

We thank you for your support.

Keep Safe!
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Trump evokes more anger and fear from Democrats than Biden does
from Republicans, AP-NORC poll shows

From Front

By BILL BARROW and LINLEY
SANDERS

Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — Many
Americans are unenthusi-
astic about a November
rematch of the 2020 presi-
denftial election. But pre-
sumptive GOP nominee
Donald Trump appears to
stoke more anger and fear
among Americans from his
opposing party than Presi-
dent Joe Biden does from
his.

A new poll from The Asso-
ciated Press-NORC Center
for Public Affairs Research
finds that Democrats are
more likely to report feeling
“fearful” or "angry” about
the prospects of another
Trump term than Republi-
cans are about the idea
of Biden remaining in the
White House.

The emoftional reaction
Trump inspires may work in
his favor too, though, since
the poll also found that Re-
publicans are more excited
about the prospect of a
Trump win than Democrats
are about a Biden victory.
Seven in 10 Democrats say
the words “angry” or “fear-
ful” would describe their
emotions “extremely well”
or “very well” upon a Trump
victory. A smaller maijority
of Republicans — 56% — say
the same about a Biden tri-
umph. About 6 in 10 Demo-
crafs cite both emotions
when contemplating a
Trump victory. Again, that
exceeds the roughly 4 out
of 10 Republicans who said
they would feel both angry
and scared about Biden
prevailing.

The findings are notable in
an unusual campaign pit-
ting an incumbent presi-
dent against his predeces-
sor, with both men facing
doubters within their own
parties and among inde-
pendents.  Consolidating
support from Republicans
who backed Nikki Haley
in the GOP primary could
be a challenge for Trump.
Biden faces disenchanted
progressives to his left and
concerns over whether his
age, 81, is a liability in the
job.

This combo image shows Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, left,
March 9, 2024 and President Joe Biden, right, Jan. 27, 2024.

Excitement about the two
candidates will be an im-
portant factor in a race
where turnout from each
side’s base will be key. But
dislike can motivate voters
as much as enthusiasm.

“If there was a third-par-
ty candidate who had a
chance in hell | would vote
for them,” said Austin Hea-
ley, a 2é6-year-old Demo-
crat. Healey, who describes
himself as ‘“very liberal,”
said his mixed reviews of
Biden take a back seat to
his concerns that Trump's
comeback bid “looks like a
clear ploy for trying to abol-
ish democracy.”

Though he is "not excited
about it,” Healey said, that
means a vote for Biden.
Derrick Johnson, a Michi-
gan voter who identifies
as a liberal independent,
offered plenty of critiques
against Biden, as well. But
the 4é-year-old caregiver
and food service work-
er made his boftom line
clear: “Donald Trump is a
madman. I'm afraid he'’ll
have us in World War lll. My
message is anybody but
Trump.”

Democrats’ intense feel-
ings about Trump account
for the overall differences
in how Americans view
the two rivals. Altogether,
about 4 in 10 U.S. adults

say ‘“fearful” would de-
scribe their emotions “ex-
fremely” or “very” well if
Trump is elected again,
while roughly 3 in 10 would
fear a second Biden term.
About 4 in 10 U.S. adulfs
said they would be an-
gered by Trump winning in
November while 28% said
the same about Biden.

The poll’s findings on nega-
tive emotions could be es-
pecially important for Biden
given his other weak spofs,
including that Republicans
remain more excited about
electing Trump again than
Democrats are about ree-
lecting Biden. Slightly more
than half of Republicans,
54%, said ‘“excited” de-
scribes their feelings about
another Trump term ‘“ex-
tfremely well” or “very well.”
For Biden, that number was
just 4 in 10 among Demo-
crafs.

“We know what we're get-
ting with Trump,” said Re-
publican John Novak, a
54-year-old maintenance
worker who lives in swing-
state Wisconsin and count-
ed himself among those
GOP loyalists who would
be excited by another
Trump term.

“l knew who he was when
he came down that esco-
lator in 2015, and we were
never getting Boy Scout
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material,” Novak said. “But
he put conservatives on
the Supreme Court, he was
firm on immigration ... and
he's a conservative who
handled the economy.”
The latest AP-NORC poll
showed Biden with an over-
all approval rating of 38%.
U.S. adults also expressed
discontent about his han-
dling of the economy and
immigration — and not all of
the disapproval is driven by
partisan loyalties. About 4
in 10 U.S. adults approve of
Biden's stewardship of the
economy, roughly equal to
his overall job approval rat-
ing.

On specific issues, about
3 in 10 Democrats disap-
prove of Biden's handling
of the economy; about 4
in 10 disapprove of his ap-
proach to immigration or
border security.

“The situation at the bor-
der really bothers me,"” said
Johnson, the Michigan lib-
eral. "The border crossings
are just getting out of con-
frol.”

The president and his cam-
paign advisers fout the Bi-
den administration’s legis-
lative record, especially on
infrastructure, an improving
economy and new spend-
ing intfended to combat
climate change. But the
president and his allies are

also unsparing in lambast-
ing Trump as interested only
in “revenge and retribu-
tion"” for his defeat in 2020
and the pending criminal
prosecutions and other le-
gal froubles that have fol-
lowed.

They have seized on
Trump's praise of authori-
tarians like Russia’s Viadimir
Putin and Hungary's Vic-
tor Orban and recirculat-
ed the former president’s
statement that he would
be wiling to act like a dic-
tator for a day to close the
border and expand drilling
for fossil fuel.

Trump has countered with
searing attfacks on Biden's
mental acuity and physical
fitness for the presidency
and even mocked Biden'’s
stutter. But the latest poll
results suggest Trump has
not yet maximized the po-
tential benefits of those
aftacks — or perhaps that
they simply have a lower
yield for him.

Biden sometimes turns his
version of the argument
info a humorous quip he
used oftenin 2020, when he
was vying to unseat Trump:
“Don’'t compare me to the
Almighty, compare me to
the alternative.”

Indeed, that is what reso-
nates with reluctant Demo-
crats and some independ-
ents.

“I voted for Trump (in 2016)
because | wanted some-
body to shake up Wash-
ington,” said Neil Murray, a
67-year-old refiree in Jones-
boro, Arkansas, who iden-
tifies as an independent.
“He certainly did that, but
he couldn't do anything
productive with it.”
Frustrated with  Trump’s
negative qualities that he
overlooked in 2016, Murray
voted for Biden in 2020 —
but not enthusiastically. He
called Biden *“disingenu-
ous on some things” and
too close to his left flank on
economic policy.

But in November, Murray
said, he will have no reser-
vations when casting a sec-
ond vote for the Democrat,
because, “Donald Trump is
a screaming lunatic.”(d
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A S15 toll to drive into part of Manhattan has been approved.
That's a first for US cities

By CEDAR ATTANASIO
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — New York
is on track to become the
first US. city with conges-
tion tolls on drivers entering
its cenfral business district
after transit officials ap-
proved a $15 fee for most
motorists headed into part
of Manhattan.

Members of the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Author-
ity board on Wednesday
voted to greenlight the
congestion pricing plan,
expected to go info ef-
fectin June. The board ap-
proved only minor changes
to a plan presented to the
public months ago, and
brushed off requests for
exceptions by dozens of
groups of commuters.

The vote authorizes a $15
foll on most commuter pas-
senger vehicles that drive
info Manhattan south of
60th Street, a zone that's
south of Cenftral Park, dur-
ing daytime hours. Tolls are
higher for larger vehicles,
and lower for late-night en-
tries into the city, as well as
for motorcycles.

Supporters of the new tolls
say it will push more people
fo use public fransport, re-
duce congestion to speed
up public buses and emer-

gency vehicles, reduce
pollution, and raise money
needed to improve the
subway system.

The state Legislature ap-
proved the tolls in 2019,
mandating that the pro-
gram should raise $1 bil-
lion per year to fund public
subway and bus systems for
the city's 4 million daily rid-
ers. It also established the
boundaries of the zone,
which covers the busiest

Commuters wait to drive through the Holland Tunnel into New York City during morning rush hour
traffic in Jersey City, N.J., on Wednesday, March 8, 2023.

part of the city, and scaled
back early proposals o in-
clude the area up to 86th
Street. The pandemic and
lack of federal regulation
stalled the project.

Tolls will vary based on
the time of day and the
size of the vehicle, rang-
ing from $1.75 for motor-
cycles crossing overnight
to $36 for sightseeing buses
and frucks with trailers dur-
ing the day. The overnight

L
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period runs from 9 p.m. fo
5 a.m. on weekdays, and
from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. on
weekends.

Visitors without E-ZPasses a
device that collects toll in-
formation remotely will pay
more. And as on bridges,
license plate readers are
expected to identify other
drivers, so that they can be
billed by mail.

Taxis will charge passengers
$1.25 per trip that touches

the zone, while app-based
rides will charge $2.50.

The vote Wednesday fol-
lowed two months of public
comment in which over 100
categories of drivers asked
fo be exempted from the
folls. They ranged from
small groups like holders of
diplomatic license plates to
large groups like residents
of the neighboring states
of New Jersey and Con-
necticut. Commuters from
other states and boroughs
already pay tolls for bridges
and tunnels to the island of
Manhattan, and the con-
gestion fee will come on
tfop of that.

But the $1 billion in toll rev-
enue mandated by the
state law meant that elimi-
nating charges for one
group would increase the
price for everyone else, so
most requests for excep-
fions weren't granted.
Some exceptions survived,
including a free pass for
emergency vehicles, spe-
cialized city vehicles, and
buses with regular public
routes or city school con-
fracts. Vehicles carrying
disabled people and cer-
tain low-income commut-
ers also get a pass. Low-in-
come drivers are eligible for
discounts and tax credits.[[]

Jill Biden wrote children’s book about her White House cat, Willow,
that will be published in June

By DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

Jill Biden has written a chil-
dren’s picture book about
her White House cat, Wil-
low, that will be published
in June.

Simon & Schuster an-
nounced Wednesday that
“Willow the White House
Cat” tells the story of how
the short-haired tabby
ended up at 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Ave. Aides previously
had said the cat impressed
Jill Biden after it jumped
on stage as she spoke at a
Pennsylvania farm during
the 2020 presidential cam-
paign. Biden later adopted
the cat and named it after
her hometown of Willow
Grove, Pennsylvania.

“As Wilow bounds from

room to room, exploring his-
tory in her new home, she
learns quickly about all of
the incredible people who
make the ‘People’s House'

run,” the first lady said in the
publisher's announcement.
“They welcomed Willow
with love and care, just as
they did Joe and me, the

i
%

Willow, the Biden family’s new pet cat, wanders around the White
House on Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2022 in Washington.
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First Families who came be-
fore us, and all of the peo-
ple who step foot into this
home.

“Making many new friends
along the way, Willow's
journey gives the world a
‘cats-eye’ view of all the ins
and outs of America’s most
famous address,” she said.
Willow, now 4 years old, is
the only Biden pet sfill liv-
ing at the White House.
They have had three Ger-
man shepherd dogs.
Champ died in 2021, and
Major and later Com-
mander were sent away
after exhibiting aggressive
behavior, including biting
Secret Service personnel
and members of the White
House staff.

Presidential pets are an en-

during source of public fas-
cination and often the sub-
ject of books. George H.W.
Bush's dog, Millie, “opined”
on her White House life in
“Millie’s Book," and first lady
Hillary Clinton wrote a book
about the letters that were
sent fo her family pets, cat
Socks and dog Buddy.
Books have also been writ-
ten about President Barack
Obama’s  white-chested
Portuguese water dog, Bo.
“Willow the White House
Cat” will be published by
Paula Wiseman Books, an
imprint of Simon & Schus-
ter Children's Publishing. It
was co-written with award-
winning author Alyssa Satin
Capucilli and illustrated by
acclaimed artist Kate Ber-
ube. 1
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783 million people face chronic hunger. Yet the world wastes 19%

By CARLOS MUREITHI
Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — The
world wasted an estimated
19% of the food produced
globally in 2022, or about
1.05 billion metric tons, ac-
cording to a new United
Nations report.

The U.N. Environment Pro-
gramme’s Food Waste
Index Report, published
Wednesday, fracks the
progress of countries to
halve food waste by 2030.
The U.N. said the number of
countries reporting for the
index nearly doubled from
the first report in 2021. The
2021 report estimated that
17% of the food produced
globally in 2019, or 931 mil-
lion metric tons (1.03 billion
tons), was wasted, but au-
thors warned against direct
comparisons because of
the lack of sufficient data
from many countries.

The report is co-authored
by UNEP and Waste and
Resources  Action  Pro-
gramme (WRAP), an inter-
national charity.
Researchers analyzed
country data on house-
holds, food service and
retailers. They found that
each person wastes about
79 kilograms (about 174
pounds) of food annually,

Garbage is loaded into a landfill in Lenox Township, Mich., July 28, 2022.

equal to at least 1 billion
meals wasted worldwide
daily.

Most of the waste 60%
came in households. About
28% came from food ser-
vice, or restaurants, with
about 12% from retailers.
“Itis a travesty,” said co-au-
thor Clementine O'Connor,
the focal point for food
waste at UNEP. “It doesn’t
make any sense, and it is a
complicated problem, but
through collaboration and
systemic action, it is one
that can be tackled.”

The report comes at a fime

when 783 million people
around the world face
chronic hunger and many
places facing deepen-
ing food crises. The Israel-
Hamas war and violence
in Haiti have worsened the
crisis, with experts saying
that famine is imminent in
northern Gaza and ap-
proaching in Haifi.

Food waste is also a global
concern because of the
environmental toll of pro-
duction, including the land
and water required to raise
crops and animals and the
greenhouse gas emissions it

Associated Press

produces, including meth-
ane, a powerful gas that
has accounted for about
30 percent of global warm-
ing since  pre-industrial
fimes.

Food loss and waste gen-
erates 8 to 10 percent of
global greenhouse gas
emissions. If it were a coun-
fry, it would rank third after
China and the U.S.

Fadila Jumare, a Nigerio-
based project associate at
Busara Center for Behav-
joral Economics who has
studied prevention of food
waste in Kenya and Nige-

ria, said the problem further
disadvantages many peo-
ple who are already food
insecure and cannot afford
healthy diets.

“For humanity, food waste
means that less food is
available to the poorest
population,” said Jumare,
who wasn't involved in the
report.

Brian Roe, a food waste re-
searcher at Ohio State Uni-
versity who wasn't involved
with the report, said the in-
dex is important to tackling
food waste.

“The key takeaway is that
reducing the amount of
food that is wasted is an
avenue that can lead to
many desirable outcomes
resource conservation,
fewer environmental dam-
ages, greater food security,
and more land for uses oth-
er than as landfills and food
production,” said Roe, who
wasn't involved in the re-
port.

The report showed notable
growth in coverage of food
waste in low- and middle-
income countries, the au-
thors said. But it may fall to
wealthier nations to lead in
international cooperation
and policy development
fo reduce food waste, they
said..

Kenya starts to hand over to relatives the bodies of 429 members
of a doomsday cult

By EVELYNE MUSAMBI
Associated Press

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Ke-
nya's government on Tues-
day began handing over to
relatives the bodies of 429
members of a doomsday
cult at the center of a legal
case that has shocked the
country.

Exhnumed bodies from a
vast rural area in coastal
Kenya have shown signs of
starvation and strangula-
fion. Cult leader Paul Mack-
enzie is accused of asking
his followers to starve them-
selves to death to meeft Je-
sus and now faces charges
that include murder.
Authorities are using DNA
testing fo help identify bod-
ies and their families. On
Tuesday, the first bodies

were handed over 1o relo-
fives.

Emotions ran high at the
Malindi mortuary as families
collected loved ones forre-
burial. Some wailed, over-
whelmed.

Francis Wanje, a father
who lost his daughter and
seven other family mem-
bers, pointed at a hearse
carrying four bodies.

“We lost eight members
of our family,” Wanje said.
“We were supposed to
get five, but were told that
one of the children did not
match the DNA.

“So now we have been giv-
en only four (bodies). So we
are still hoping that perhaps
in the future, we are going
to get the other four.”
Mackenzie and dozens

of his associates were
charged in February with
the torture and murder of
191 children. The frial be-
gins on Apiril 23. Interior Min-
ister Kithure Kindiki has de-
clared Mackenzie's Good
News Infernatfional Minis-
fries a criminal organized
group.

Mackenzie is serving a
separate one-year prison
sentence after being found
guilty of operating a fim
studio and producing films
without a valid license.
Some oufraged Kenyans
have asked how authori-
fies didn't notice any sign
of the mass deaths much
earlier.

The Kenya Human Rights
Commission last week said
police failed to act on re-

A family member grieves as she wait to receive the bodies of
victims of a religious cult for burial in Malindi Funeral home in
Kilifi, Kenya Tuesday, March. 26, 2024.

ports that could have pre-
vented the deaths in the
remote Shakahola area.
Several reports had been

Associated Press

fled at police statfions by
people whose relatives
had entered the forested
area.]
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Central American and Mexican families mourn the Baltimore
bridge collapse missing workers

By CLAUDIO ESCALON
Associated Press
AZACUALPA, Honduras
(AP) — The consfruction
workers who went miss-
ing in the Balfimore bridge
collapse all hailed from
Mexico or Central America
before they seftled in the
Maryland area.

Police managed to close
bridge traffic seconds be-
fore a cargo ship slammed
info one of the Francis Scott
Key Bridge's supports early
Tuesday, causing the span
to fall into the frigid Patap-
sco River. There wasn't time
for a maintenance crew fill-
ing potholes on the span to
get to safety.

At least eight people fell
info the water and two
were rescued. The other six
are missing and presumed
dead, but the search con-
finued Wednesday.

The governments of Mexi-
co, Guatemala, El Salvador
and Honduras confirmed
that their citizens were
among the missing.
Maynor Yassir Suazo Sando-
val, 38, was the youngest of
eight siblings from Azacu-
alpa, a rural mountainous
area in northwestern Hon-
duras along the border with
Guatemala.

Eighteen years ago, he

In this image taken from video released by the National Transportation and Safety Board, the
cargo ship Dali is stuck under part of the structure of the Francis Scott Key Bridge after the ship hit
the bridge, Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Baltimore.

set out on his own for the
U.S. looking for opportu-
nifies. He had worked as
an industrial tfechnician in
Honduras, repairing equip-
ment in the large assembly
plants, but the pay was too
low to get ahead, one of
his brothers, Martin Suazo
Sandoval, said Wednesday
while standing in the dirt
street in front of the family’s
small hotel in Honduras.

"He always dreamed of
having his own business,”
he said.

Maynor entered the United
States illegally and settled
in Maryland. At first, he did
any work he could find, in-
cluding construction and
clearing brush. Eventually,
he started a package de-
livery business in the Balti-
more-Washington areaq, his
brother said.

Associated Press

Other siblings and relatives
followed him north.

“He was the fundamental
pillar, the bastion so that
other members of the fam-
ily could also travel there
and later get visas and
everything,” Martin Suazo
Sandoval said. *He was re-
ally the driving force so that
most of the family could
fravel.”

Maynor has a wife and two

children ages 17 and 5, his
brother said.

The pandemic forced
Maynor to find other work,
and he joined Brawner
Builders, the company that
was performing mainte-
nance on the bridge when
it collapsed.

His brother said Maynor
never talkked about being
scared of the work, de-
spite the heights he worked
at on the bridges. "He al-
ways told us that you had
fo triple your effort to get
ahead,” Martin Suazo San-
dovalsaid. “*He said it didn’t
matter what time or where
the job was, you had to be
where the work was.”
Things had been going well
for him unftil the collapse.
He was moving through the
steps to get legal residency
and planned fo return to
Honduras this year to com-
plete the process, his broth-
er said.

Even though Maynor had
not been able to return to

Honduras, he had finan-
cially supported various
nongovernmental  social

organizations in town, as
well as the youth soccer
league, his brother said. The
area depends largely upon
agriculture coffee, cattle,
sugarcane he said.]

Quran-burning Iragi man who faces an expulsion order from

Sweden plans to seek asylum in Norway

STOCKHOLM (AP) — An
Iragi man who carried out
several Quran burnings in

Sweden ftold a newspao-
per on Wednesday that
he would seek asylum in

Protestor Salwan Momika waves the Swedish flag outside the
Iraqgi embassy in Stockholm, on July 20, 2023, where he plans to
burn a copy of the Quran and the Iraqi flag.

Associated Press

neighboring Norway in the
wake of a deportation or-
der by authorifies in Stock-
holm.

Salwan Momika, 37, has
staged several burnings
and desecrations of the
sacred book of Islam in
Sweden over the past few
years.

“I am on my way to Nor-
way,” Momika said in an in-
terview published Wednes-
day by Swedish tabloid
Expressen. “Sweden only
accepfts terrorists who are
granted asylum and given
protection, while philoso-
phers and thinkers are ex-
pelled.”

Videos of Momika's pro-
vocative Quran burnings
got worldwide publicity

and raised anger and criti-
cism in several Muslim na-
tions, leading to riots and
unrest in many places. He is
currently being investigat-
ed by Swedish authorities
for incitement against eth-
nic groups in Sweden.

According to Expressen,
Momika is one of the rea-
sons why Sweden’'s NATO
membership, which was
finalized earlier this month,
got delayed by months.
Among other countries, his
actions got wide publicity
in NATO member Turkey,
which vetoed Stockholm'’s
bid to join the military alli-
ance for a lengthy period.
Sweden’s migration au-
thorities revoked Momika's
residence permit in Oc-

tober, saying he had pro-
vided incorrect information
on his application and he
would be deported to Iraq.
But his deportation has
been on hold for security
reasons, because accord-
ing to Momika, his life could
be in danger if he were re-
tfurned to his native coun-
fry.

Swedish media reported
that Momika was granted a
residence permit in 2021. In
connection with last year’s
deportation decision, Mo-
mika was granted a new
femporary residence per-
mit that expires on April 16,
according fo Expressen.

“I am moving to a country
that welcomes me and re-
spects me.



LGCAL THURSDAY 28 MARCH 2024

Did you know about...
Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 2)

(Oranjestad)—In Yesterday’s is-
sue, we've provided some basic
rules when driving on the four-lane
highways and roundabouts on the
island. Today, we want to offer you
more tips and tricks when it comes
to driving on the roads and high-
ways of Aruba.

Speed limit in certain areas
As mentioned in yesterday’s issue,
the legal minimum and maximum
speed limit on the island is 50 and
80 km/h respectively. However,

Bebouwde kom

bebouwde kom

end speed limit

there are some areas where if is
mandatfed to drive up fo a cer-
tain speed. This is always indicated
by a circular traffic sign with red
border and the number 50 on it.
Signs like these are always paired
by a similar sign with the number
crossed out further down the road.
This means that the mandate for
this speed is now over; you may in-
crease your velocity. Red borders
on traffic sign—whetherit's a circle
or friangle—usually signal a warn-
ing, prohibition or preference.

Bebor ue kom

end bebouwde kom

intersection priority

Besides the “50" sign, you may also
encounter a ftraffic sign that says
“bebouwde kom”. These can be
found in San Nicolas and Oranjes-
tad. Bebouwde kom sings are rect-
angular and blue, and essentially
tell you that you are in a heavily in-
habited area. The maximum speed
limit in a bebouwde kom is 50 km/h.
Just like the previous pair, bebou-
wde kom signs are also paired with
a similar sign crossed out.

end priority

priority

SV

speed limit

stop sign

triangle stop sign

Priority signs

On the main roads of Aruba (not
the highways), you may see a
yellow, squared sign with a white
border. This sign tells you that on
this road, you have priority and all
other traffic should yield to you. This
sign can be seen in Savaneta for
example. So, if you are driving on
the main road in Savaneta going
fo San Nicolas, you are driving on
a single long road, and other cars
that want fo get on this main road
or cross it, either from an intersec-
tion or from a dirt road, must all
wait until fraffic on the main road
is clear. In other words, you do not
have to stop for them. This sign too
has a counter part that indicates
that your priority is over.

Another priority sign you may en-
counter is a friangle sign with a red
border and something that looks
like a cross. You'll see this sign in
an intersection. The general rule of
thumb for crossing an intersection
that do not contain fraffic lights,
roundabouts, sign or arrows on the
road, is to always yield for traffic on
your right. However, if you encoun-
ter this sign on your side of the inter-
section, you have priority over the
other cars, even the one on your
right.

However, be careful not to con-
fuse this sign with a similar up-side
down triangle, also found on infer-
sections. This sign is a prohibition
sign, telling you that you have to
stop and give other cars priority. Of
course you also have a “stop” sign
that mean the same thing. The stop
sign is generally used for tricky inter-
sections with minimal view of oppo-
site incoming fraffic.

These are some of the basic rules
that you would have to know if
you decide to drive on the island.
These are of course other traffic
signs, and we recommend you visit
aruba-travelguide.com for an ex-
tensive overview of all traffic signs
used on Aruba.ld

Picture credits: aruba-travelguide.com
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QUALITY APARTMENTS

AND SUITES

Al Fully Furnished w/Kitchen, Airco, Cable Tv, FREE WIFI (in and outside rooms).
- Swimming Pool, Gym, Library, Laundry Room & BBQ Sets.
Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach & 2 Large Supermarkets,

TS SRS e R
FEEL FREE TO CONTACT OR VISIT US.
Man-Fri: 8am - 7pm. Sat & Sun: 9am - 5pm. Worldwide calls: (297)-582-0697
Calls from USA & Canada: 1-888-415-1095 (toll free)
Calls from The Nederlands: 085-009-0218 (toll free)
Schotlandstraat 70, Oranjestad, Aruba
> S —
Email: info@arubaqualityapartments.coml| Whatsapp: (297) 734-3008
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com

www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Discover all the benefits that Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has to offer

TIICSS

Laugndry Room
[ ]
L] R | |

e

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites has been providing quality service
in Aruba since 1995. On the premises are a total of 73 apartments (44
Studio, 22 loft apartments & 5 suites).

Known for its cleanliness, quiet atmosphere, hospitality at affordable
daily and monthly rates. All 73 apartments are fully furnished and non-
smoking. There is free WIFI on the premises and free international phone
calls from the comfort of your room. There is a fresh-water pool, a fit-
ness room and a laundry room. 2 BBQ sets outside. Free parking. And
a security guard at night.

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites is conveniently located less than 1
mile from Aruba’s beautiful Eagle Beach, restaurants, hospital / phar-
macy, casino’s, 2 large supermarkets, car rentals, IMAX cinema and a
golf course.

Email:
info@arubaqualityapartments.com

So please, for your next trip to
Aruba book directly with us at

Aruba Quality Apartments &
Suites.

Don't hesitate to contact us...
Marisella, Aislinn, Janique &

Website:
www.arubaqualityapartments.com

Toll Free Calls from the USA & Cana-
da: 1-888-415-1095
Toll Free Calls from the Netherlands:

Alec.]
085-009-0218

Office Hours: Monday - Friday: 8am-
7pm. Saturday & Sunday: 9am-5pm.
Facebook: @qualityapartments Ins-
tagram: aruba_quality_apts

Aruba Quality Apartments & Suites
Tel: (297)-582-0697
WhatsApp: (297)-734-3008

Loft Apartment

GUALITY APARTMENTY

Aruba to me
P

ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your vaca-
tion?... we would like to portrait you! By inviting you to
send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying our
Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to meis ....... Send your
picture with that text (including your name and where you
are from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we will publish
your vacation memory. Isn't that a special way to keep
your best moments alive? Please do note: By submitting
photos, text or any other materials, you give permission to
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers
and any of its affiliated companies to use said materials,
as well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes
without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and
Facebook page! Thank you for supporting our free news-
paper, we strive fo make you a happy reader every day
again.(d
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Aruba’s Nature is to be Cherished

e "-"i-ﬁ-..'-.- LT
ST. CRUZ — The national
park Arikok comprises al-
most 18 % of the island. lis
rugged terrain, desert-like
hills filled with tall cacti,
breathtaking coastline and
protected local flora and
fauna welcome you to be
explored. There is numer-
ous wildlife to discover like
for example the sea turlle
who lays his eggs on the
park’s beaches. There are

Arikok National Park Rules
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Santa Cruz

more places on the island
that are a preserved area
like the Bubali Plas which is
a bird sanctuary.

The national park Arikok
takes you on a memorable
journey of the islands past
offering unique geological,
cultural and historical sites.
These can all be enjoyed
and explored either on
your own or during guided

- m—mﬁmmm--ﬂqw

Kalianal Pask.

tours. A wide variety of ed-
ucational and informative
programs and fun activities
is available.

Did you know that four of
the in fotal seven species
of sea turtle lay their eggs
on Aruba's beaches? In
the national park, a Least
Tern (Sternula anfillarum)

keeps a strict eye on a very
special event taking place

below on the beach: a
majestic Leatherback (Der-
mochelys coriacea) heads
back to sea after laying
her eggs, while another
nest laid 2 months ago by
the same female hatches.
A very rare occurrence
of daytime nesting and
hatching. Sea turtles pre-
fer nesting in the cool and
dark hours of the night. And
hatchlings usually wait for
the cue of cooling surface
sand before emerging.

Bubali Magic

This beautiful close-up im-
age of the pink bird is cour-
tesy of Michiel Overstee-
gen of the Aruba Birdlife
Conservation. This impor-
tant foundation showcases
and builds awareness of
Aruba’s birds and other na-
tive flora and fauna. You
may have seen a ‘pink
cloud’ lately at the Bubadli
or Spanish Lagoon Wet-
lands areas? It's most likely
fo be Roseate Spoonbills
(Ajaia ajaja) or ‘Chucharon
Cora’ as they are known in
Papiamento. This unusual
looking bird forages in shal-
low muddy water while
sweeping its flattened bill
from side to side to catch
small fish, crustaeceans
and other aquatic inverte-

brates. The Roseate Spoon-
bill remains an uncommon
sight as they are vulnerable
to degradation of feeding
and nesting habitats (Wet-
lands). (Source: arikok na-
tional park)

The aforementioned is just
a part of what Aruba’s na-
ture has to offer. We can-
not stress enough to go, see
for yourself. The island has
the most beautiful beach-
es but it is also worthwhile
to go beyond this and get
an idea of our entire island.
Lately there is a discussion
going on about the effect
certain activities have on
our nature, for example the
ATV vehicles cause a lot of
dust, noise and leave fire
tracks. Animals live in these
areas where the vehicles
run, often with high speed
and with detrimental con-
sequences to flora and fau-
na. Motorized vehicles are
forbidden to drive on the
sand dunes in the Northern
part of the island and all
beaches in Aruba are for-
bidden for any motorized
vehicle. Treasure our island
to enjoy it like you do: as a
tropical and natural para-
dise. We truly appreciate

it
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Lobby Bar Menu Lunch Special
EVERYDAY 11:30AM - 5PM
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FRIDAYS -
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Open daily from 11:30am - 11pm. Mondays Closed. Wilhelminastraat #80. Oranjestad, Aruba, Phone: +297 582-3677+ www.elgauchc-aruba.com

Local Deal

SATURDAY

25 e e

FET For Laga

Fruit Loose & Veggie Boost: Aruban fruits and vegetables

Fresh fruits make a tropical holiday’s picture
complete. Whether you see the mangoes hang-
ing in the trees or the fresh fruit cocktail on the
side table of your pool bed, the link is there: you
are in the tropics. Aruba grows her own fruits
and veggies and there are some pretty out-of-
space local species you may never had heard
of, but really healthy and delicious.

Mispel

This is a fruit with a character (5-10 cm/2-4 inch-
es). It does noft ripe untfil it is picked or falls off the
free. Mispel is hard with a sandpaper like tex-
ture when immature, soft and juicy when ripe.
It's technically a berry, but contains a skin simi-
lar to that of a kiwi. It's grainy and sweet, with a
light, musky flavor. The sap or gum from the tree
is also a source of ‘chicle’ the original ingredi-
ent used to make chewing gum. Rich in tannins,
anfioxidants shown to contain anti-inflamma-
tfory compounds, and vitamin C, essential for
healthy immune function. Season: year- round.

Kenepa

Ovoid green fruit that grows in bunches on trees
up to 30m high. The fruit is related o the lychee
and have fight, thin but rigid skins. Inside the
skin is the tart, tangy, or sweet pulp of the fruit
covering a large seed. The pulp is usually cream
or orange colored. Kenepa strengthens the im-
mune system, and prevents the reproduction
of bacteria and viruses in the body. This fruit is
highly recommended fo treat lung infections
and urinary tract infections. It also helps to cure
insomnia and rejuvenates the nervous system.
Season: the fruit typically ripen during the sum-
mer.

Druif

There is no chance you did not bump into one
of the sea grape frees while spending your va-
cation on Aruba. The sea grape plant is often
used in ocean-side landscaping in sandy soil
right on the beach and it produces clusters of
fruit that resemble grapes. Are sea grapes ed-
ible2 Yes, they are. Animals enjoy sea grapes
and humans can eat them as well, and they
are used to make jam. They contain very low

calories and sugar, enabling good bacterium
to digest food and excrete waste quickly which
is effective in preventing constipation. Season:
Sep-Oct.

Shimarucu

Maybe Aruba’s most popular wild fruit free.
You may have noticed cars at the side of the
road and people picking those red berries.
Well, that's Shimarucu. The local habit to stop
for these delicious fruits goes from generation to
generation. Ifs fruit's degree of sour depends on
the amount of rain it gets. Red Shimarucus tend
to taste better than orange. The fruit has super
power: a true vitamin bomb. Adults only need
to eat 3-4 of these berries to meet their daily
recommended amount of Vitamin C. Season:
Rainy months (Oct-Jan).

Tamarind

A delicious, sweet fruit that has a wide variety of
uses and applications, both for medicinal and
culinary purposes. It is a medium-sized bushy
free with evergreen leaves and fruit that devel-
ops in pods characterized by long, brown shells.
Inside is a sticky, fleshy, juicy pulp, which is the
Tamarind fruit. Both sweet and sour in taste, the
fruit contains a significant level of vitamin C,
as well as vitamin E, B vitamins, calcium, iron,
phosphorous, potassium, manganese, and di-
etary fiber. There are also a number of organic
compounds that make tamarind a powerful
anfioxidant and anti-inflammatory agent. Sea-
son: March.

When it comes to veggies the island certainly
offers a home-grown selection. They taste de-
licious and have their specific talents to boost
your immune system. Start the day with a ‘ba-
fida’ (smoothie) enriched with a local veggie
touch or select your restaurant that offers local
vegetable dishes to get the real pure taste of it.
Comcomber chiquito

This is a sort of local squash, but looks like a cu-
cumber with prickly skin. The taste however is
bitterer than the cucumber and the vegetable
is smaller in size but bigger in width. Inside is a
soft, fleshy pulp and seeds, just like the cucum-
ber. Comcomber chiquito is grown in the island

and used in salads and ‘stoba’ (stew) or on its
own in vinegar. The veggie contains multiple B
vitamins, including vitamin B1, vitamin B5, and
vitamin B7 (biotin). B vitamins are known to help
ease feelings of anxiety and buffer some of
the damaging effects of stress. Additionally this
veggie is rich in two of the most basic elements
needed for healthy digestion: water and fiber.
Season: year-round.

Yambo

Family of Okra, also known as ‘lady’s fingers’:
a green flowering plant. Okra belongs to the
same plant family as hibiscus and cotfton. A
classic favorite dish in Aruba is Sopi di yambo. It
has long been favored as a food for the health-
conscious. It contains potassium, vitamin B, vita-
min C, folic acid, and calcium. It's low in calories
and has a high dietary fiber content. Recently,
a new benefit of including okra in your diet is
being considered. Okra has been suggested o
help manage blood sugar in cases of type 1,
type 2, and gestational diabetes. Season: year-
round.

Bonch'i Cunucu

A long, small bean, boiled for a side dish or
snack. Long beans have a chewy, crunchy
texture—-more so than snap beans—-and a flavor
reminiscent of the dry navy bean or asparagus.
Besides stir-fry, soups and salads, the long bean
is a good choice for stewing, braising (fo re-
main chewy and firm), sautéing, shallow frying,
and deep frying. With cooking, the long bean’s
bean flavor intensifies. Long beans are low in
calories, about 45 calories per cup, and rich in
vitamin A and also contain vitamin C and po-
tassium. Season: year-round.

Pampuna

In the endless summer of Corlbbeon living we
only have to concern ourselves with a wet sea-
son and a dry season. Still we do indulge heavily
in the pleasures of pumpkin and enjoy Carib-
bean pumpkin recipes year round. A popular
dish in Aruban restaurants is Sopa Di Pompuna,
don’t miss it. This dish is made of pumpkin soup,
and parsley. Pumpkins are rich in flavonoid
polyphenolic antioxidants such as xanthin, lu-
tein and carotenes and also contain vitamins.
Pumpkin seeds are a good source of omega-3
fatty acids, vitamins, minerals and proteins.
Pumpkins are used to make desserts, breads
and soups.



Aruban legends:
Frenchman’s Pass

(Oranjestad)—If you ever
plan on taking a group
tour of the island, you may
pass through the French-
man’s Pass in Balashi. The
Frenchman’s pass (known
to locals as “Franse Pas”)
remains a mysterious—and
spooky—road of which its
legend is told from genera-
tion to generation.

The history of the French-
man’s pass—and how it got
its name—dates back fto
the colonization era, when
the French fried to colo-
nize the island, but were
met with an angry mob of
indigenous sefttlers, refusing
to give up their land. How-
ever, as the French were
heavily equipped with fire
arms, the indigenous set-
tlers began to retreat, and
hid away in nearby caves.
The French colonizers fried
fo smoke them out of the
caves, but the indigenous
seftlers ended up inhal-
ing foo much smoke and
most died in those caves.
From then on, this passage

was known as Frenchman'’s
Pass, and there have been
many accounts of spirits
roaming the area of Span-
ish Lagoon.

There are many ghost sto-
ries surrounding this areaq,
but one of the most famous
one involves a lonely hitch-
hiker, trying to find a ride
back home in the dark
rainy night.

Sometime after trying to
hitchhike, the man saw a
car approaching, appear-
ing almost ghost-like in the
rain. However, since he
needed a ride real bad,
he didn't think twice and
jumped in. But to his horror,
he noficed that the there
was no driver in the front.
Paralyzed with fear, he
didn’t dare to get out, and
the car started to move.

When  approaching a
sharp turn, the hitch hiker
braced for impact, but just
when he though the car
might drive straight off the

rood and crash, he saw a
hand appear out the win-
dow and turn the wheel.
For the next few turns, the
hand appeared again. Af-
ter having had enough, the
man decided to jump out
and he ran to Santa Cruz.

Arriving at a nearby bar,
he ordered a drink and be-
gan to tell everyone about
his experience. Everyone

LOGAL

grew quiet, because they
realized he wasn't some
drunk messing around; he
was telling the truth.

Sometime later, two men
walked into the bar and
one of them noficed the
hitchhiker. He called out to
his buddy and said: “Look,
there's the idiot who sat
in our car when we were
pushing it!”

AN
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French man’s pass is one
of the few sites on the is-
land that keeps the locals
on their toes. While most
ghost stories may not have
real grounds—or some may
even be a setf up story for a
joke, this pass contributes a
lot to our culfure of folkloric
story-telling. 4

Source: visitaruba.com

Aruba Tourlsm Auihorl’ry honors onql visitors at Divi Village

The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the great plea-
sure of recognizing distinguished Visitors of Aruba. These
Ambassadors were respectively honored with a certifi-
cate acknowledging their years of visits, loyalty, and love
for the island of Aruba.

The honor certification is presented on behalf of the Minis-
ter of Tourism as a token of appreciation and to say “Ma-
sha Danki” to guests who have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35
years or more consecutively.

The three honoring levels are as follows:

Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively visiting Aru-
ba)

Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively visiting
Aruba)

Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively visiting
Aruba)

The honorees:
Mr. and Mrs. Alex and Bobbie Gingiloski from Michigan

Ms. Marouska Heyliger representing the Aruba Tourism
Authority, and staff members of Divi Village bestowed the
honor certification to the honorees, presented them with
gifts, and thanked them for choosing Aruba as their favor-
ite vacation destination, as their home away from home.

Top reason for returning provided by the honorees were:
Consistent weather

Great restaurants

The friendliness of the people
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When trav-
eling to another country,
especially for the first time,
it is always befter to be
over-prepared than under-
prepared. That is why we
have a list of basic—but
important—information
that we think may come in
handy to Aruba'’s visitors.

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply
voltage and 60Hz. There
are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type
A with two flat prongs; type
B with two flat and one
grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two
round prong and two earth
clips on the side. However,
Type A is most commonly
found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water
The water that flows
through the sinks of every
house, hotels and other
establishments is distilled
and perfectly safe to drink.
Aruba’s drinking water ex-
ceeds WHO's international
standards for water qual-
ity, so there is no need to

buy bottled water from the
store.
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Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may
vary depending on where
you are staying on the is-
land. Generally though,
most  supermarkets are
open from 8am to 9 or
10pm, Monday through
Saturday. On Sundays, su-
permarkets generally close
earlier; mostly around 2pm.

Safety
Since February 2024, Aruba
has been categorized as
the safest country in the
Caribbean by The Tele-
graph, and many tourist
that visit have often told
us how they feel safe fo
explore the island or walk
around at night. However,

Beautiful Latin Girls
Pick-up & Delivery

@ +297 565-9535
W, PLEASUREINARUBAGS

CROSSWORD AMIE
By THOMAS JOSEPH U
ACROSS 44 Wobble T
1 Strip 45 Sushi tuna H
in the CH)
Mideast DOWN [
5 Designer 1 Equip E
Giorgio 2 For two,
11 Fix copy in music
12Be en- 3 Red wine
couraged 4 Go to ,
by 5 Miles off Yesterday’s answer
13Reunion g News  21Barking 35 God with
attendee  gymma- beast a hammer
14Clue fies 22 Worked 36 French
heading 7 Red wine  the designer
155ugges- g gystle garden 37—
tion qf 4 9Denials 23Not Perpetua”
spacialist  4q | jeefy busy (Idaho
17 Curry -
connec- 28 Red wine motto)
18 :An v tions 29Be a 38 Bowler,
ena dgsnet 16 Hosp. fink e.g.
workers 30 Floral 39 Hydro-
22 Female .
19 Red wine accessory  carbon
088" p0Huwon 31 Galle suffix
24 Long look _ Y )
25 Strange neighbor star 40 Period
26 Hamm 01 1 2 3 94 g (7 B |8 10
soccer
27 Choose
30 Jar sticker
32 Perry's
assistant
33 Mess up
34 Cockiness
38 Warm
spot
41 Horned
goddess
42 “Measure 36 [37
for
Measure”
role
43 Glasgow
native
3-28
AXYDLBAAXR
SLONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

3-28 CRYPTOQUOTE

TNLZH VOIM IMH VNDHI,
PADH VOIM IMH JHN, FHI IMH
SMWIMP AR IMH VNIHS JHI
WAES JAEF RSHH. — ZMSOIJIW

NLL PNSIOLH

Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: ISN'T IT DELIGHTFUL
TO HAVE FRIENDS COMING FROM AFAR?
— CHINESE PROVERR

rare incidenfs do occurs,
so keep yourself and your
belongings safe.

Marriott Surf Club

Palm beach

2 Bedroom 2 bath

Ocean side Platinum season

Price : $ 25 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
217642

Sunstone Realty
Houses For Rent
Moko -Noord
*3 Bedrooms
2 Bathrooms
Full fenced house
Available: 1st April
Phone:583 8080
Cell: 593 1387
217632

Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B:

Week 2/Unit 1113 (21k);

Week 8/Unit 1113 (19k);

Week 8/Unit 1409 (19k);

Week 10/Unit 1207 (19k);
Week 13/Unit 1509 (14k); and,
Week 14/Unit 1308 (14k).
CDMOwner@gmail.com
US(Call/Text): (860)992-3890

217264
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lassifieds

The Reef

Eagle beach

3 x Condo

2 BR 2 Bath 2sd floor

Price : $ 923,650 / $852 ,600
$742,100

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle Beach

2 BR 2 Bath 3 rd floor
Price : $935,226

2 BR 2 bath 4th floor
Price : $ 982,958.91

Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 Bath 4 th floor
Price :$ 807,805.25

2 BR 2 bath 5 th floor
Price : $837,128.25

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle Beach

2 BR 2 Bath 6 th floor
Price : $1,6061.901.78

2 BR 2 Bath 6th floor
Price : $ 837,128.75

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 Bath 7 th floor
Price : $ 1,192,626.12

2 BR 2 Bath 7 th floor
Price : $928,889.46
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

The Reef

Eagle Beach

2 BR 2 Bath 8 th floor
Price :$ 1,165,755.11

2 BR 2 Bath 8 th floor
Price : $961,400.59

Call : 011-297-630-1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com

La Quinta Beach Resort
Eagle beach

2 Bedroom 2 Bath Week 12
Room # 2002 /2012

Ocean view

Price : $ 10 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Property land

At Rooi Bosal

Santa Cruz 14,000 m2
Price : $ 800,000

Call : 011-297-630-1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Halley Time Travel Aruba
To All Time - Share owners
That are interested in selling
Your Time - Share in Aruba
Contact the experts 37 years
Of doing honest business
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Sero Colorado

Property land ocean view

Two lot of 1875M2 @ $250 M2
Can sell separate or both

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

New Condo Project

At Nanki at rodgers beach

One bedroom and two bedroom
Pre- Construction prices
Starting at $426,665 one
bedroom

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

New Condo Project

Down Town Ocean view
Casa Playa residence Aruba
One bedroom and Two
bedrooms

Price starting at :$346,447,50
one bedroom

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Wacamaya Condo

Noord

One bedroom one bath
Fully finished

Price : $300 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Ambassador suites

Eagle beach

1 BR WK 11 # 1329 $8400

1 BR WK11 # 1326 $8400

1 BR WK11/12 # 1429 $8400
each

1 BR WK12 # 1430 $8400

1 BRWK12 # 1233 $7200
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village

Eagle beach

Studio WK # 13 room # 6206
Studio WK # 14 room # 6205
19 weeks remaining on each
contract

Price : $ 7 Keach

Call : 011-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

ST

Violence Against Women

Blue Residence

Eagle beach Indigo Tower
3 BR 4 Bath PH 1-2

8th Floor: $1,255,000

3 BR 4 Bath PH 1-3

8 th floor :$1, 196,000
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Blue Residence

Eagle Beach Agaumarine Tower

3 BR 3 bath unit # 221

2 sd floor:$782,500

2 BR 2 Bath unit # 622

6 th floor :$ 719,800

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Blue Residence

Eagle beach Torquoise Tower
4 BR 4 Bath TH -4 :$1,159,650
Ground floor/ Duplex
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Azure Residence

Eagle beach

2 BR 2 Bath unit # 513

5 th floor : $765,400

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Oceania Residence
Eagle beach

2BR 2 Bath unit # 423

4 th Eagle :$868,500

1 BR 2 Bath

3 rd Racket club :$495,000
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf Club

Palm Beach

Platinum season

2 BR 2 Bath

Ocean Front

Price $50K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Hotel Project

Camacuri

Land 9100m2

160 units

7th floor

Price :$9 Million US
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village

Eagle Beach

Non - Mandatory

2 Bedroom 2 bath

WK # 13 room # 3512
Building C

expectation date : 2036
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village Golf

Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 9 Room #2118
22 weeks remaining

Price : 1 BR $9 K studio $7 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village golf

Eagle beach

1 BR 2 Bath Birdie 3
WK # 11 room # 2215

22 weeks remaining

Price :$ 9K

Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Dutch village

Eagle beach

Studio WK # 15 room # 125
32 weeks remaining $9 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

La Quinta Beach Resort
Eagle Beach

Town House

2 Bedroom 2 Bath

Week # 9 room # 212
Price: $12 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Destination Points
Palm Beach

For sale at :$ 6 a points

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Investment opportunity
Selling company with permit
To build 12 commercial space
on a lease land

2600m2 near Eagle Beach and
Gloria building

Price :$750 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Ambassador suites

Eagle beach

1BR WK 12 #1328 $7K

1 BR WK # 9 and 10 room #

1329

Price : $8K each

Call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
217634

House For Sale

Cumana near C - Mart Super
Market

5 to 10 Min drive from airport to
beach

2 Bedroom 2 bath with
appartment

Pool

Price :$435 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Eagle : Tel.587 9011
San Nicolas:

San Lucas:Tel. 584 5119

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
/Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook
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Tax changes small business owners should be aware of as the tax
deadline looms

By MAE ANDERSON

AP Business Writer

As Tax Day approaches,
there are plenty of things
small  business  owners
should keep in mind when
filing taxes this year.

April 15 is still the annual tax
deadline for many small
businesses although, unlike
individuals, small businesses
can have varying dead-
lines depending on the
type of company, the state
the taxes are filed in, and
other factors. Quarterly es-
fimated tax payments are
generally required through-
out the year. And certain
types of small businesses
had to file by March 15.
Since business tax filing
is complex, most experts
recommend small business
owners work with a profes-
sional tax adviser rather
than frying to file on their
own or even with tax-filing
software.

“Taxes should not be scary,
especially when you have
a certified tax professional
or someone who is your
trusted adviser,” said Am-
ber Kellogg, vice president
of affiliate origination and
management at business
consulfancy Occams Ad-
visory.

“I always say you don't go
fo the dentist fo get your
oil changed, and you cer-
tainly shouldn't do (taxes)
yourself unless you're an
expert.”

But even if small business
owners aren't filing taxes
themselves, it's sfill impor-
tant fo stay informed about
any tax changes during the
year. Here are things small
business owners should
consider as the April 15
deadline loomes.

Consider an extension
Because of some pending
tax legislation in Congress
this year, Mitch Gerstein, se-
nior fax adviser at account-
ing firm Isdaner & Co., said
it might be a good idea to
file for an extension. When
you file an extension you
still pay estimated taxes,
but final paperwork isn't
due until September.

This gives your tax provider
adequate time to file a re-

turbotax

Deluxe

;' tuthotay

Deluxe

TurboTax is displayed in a Costco warehouse in Pittsburgh on Jan. 24, 2023.

furn. And it's cheaper to
file an extension than an

amended retfurn, which
costs more in administra-
tive fees.

One reason Gerstein rec-
ommends an extension this
year. a bonus deprecia-
tion write-off used by many
small businesses is set to de-
crease for 2023. The bonus
depreciation  allowance
was designed fo spur capi-
fal purchases and it let busi-
nesses write off 100% of cer-
fain new and used assefs in
2022. But beginning in 2023,
that will decrease to 80%
for used assets, dropping
another 20% each year
thereafter. However, a tax
bill pending in Congress
could restore the write-off
to 100%. It's rare that there
is such a significant tax bill
pending in Congress when
tfaxes are due, Gerstein
said.

Optimize your
plan

The Secure Act 2.0 passed
by Congress in late 2022
gives small businesses some
tax advantages if they offer
aretirement plan. There's a
tax credit for small business-
es starting new employee
plans.

The credit is up to 100% of
the startup costs for adopt-
ing and maintaining a new
401(k) plan, capped at
$5,000. There's also a tax

retirement

credit based on employer
contribution, up to $1,000
annually per employee,
over the plan’s first five
years.

Changes in research and
development write-offs
Scott Orn, chief operating
officer of Kruze Consulting,
works with startups backed
by venture capital. Orn
said the number one con-
cern his clients are calling
about is “Section 174," a
part of the tax code that
involves wrifing off research
and development costs.

In the past, companies
were able to deduct 100%
of research and develop-
ment expenses from their
taxable income. That was
helpful because often that
deduction meant the com-
pany was operating at a
loss and wouldn’t have to
pay taxes.

But starting in 2022 due to
new legislation, companies
have had to “capitalize”
the expense — or spread it
out over several years. That
means they must now write
off the expenses over five
years for U.S.-based R&D,
or 15 years for foreign R&D
expenses.

Large and small compao-
nies alike are affected by
the change, but small busi-
nesses are hurt the most,
Orn said.

“(Small businesses) are the

Associated Press

ones who are swinging into
profit where they thought
they were like safely losing
money and not ever going
to pay taxes for a while,”
Orn said. “And that’s why
it's such a big surprise for
them. It's hurting people,
it's like it's a lot of money
these companies don't
have.”

Avoid underpayment pen-
alfies

Yet anotherreason for small
business owners to use a
tfax professional is the fact
that underpaying will cost
more this year. In the past,
underpayment  penalties
hovered at around 3%,
but this year they're more
than double at 8%. That's
because the penalties are
based on the federal short
term interest rate plus three
points, said Danny Castro,
Florida Market Tax Leader
at BDO USA, part of BBO
Global, a global account-
ing network.

“The cost of underpayment
is as high as it's been in a
long time,” he said.

One credit to skip: the ERC
At one time, the pandem-
ic-era Employee Retention
Credit seemed like a boon
for small businesses. De-
signed fo help small busi-
nesses keep employees
during pandemic-era shut-
downs, the generous credit
let businesses file amended

fax returns to claim the
credit.

But that led to a coftage
industry of scammers trying
fo entice small businesses
to help them file for the
credit forafee evenif they
didn't qualify. The IRS has
launched several initiatives
to claw back some money
improperly given to busi-
nesses. To date, the IRS said
500 taxpayers have given
back $225 million via a vol-
untary disclosure program,
which ended on March
22, that let small businesses
who thought they received
the credit in error give back
the money and keep 20%.
And 1,800 businesses have
withdrawn unprocessed
claims totaling $251 million.
Get organized, stay orgo-
nized

The best thing small busi-
nesses can do fo help their
tfax advisers file their faxes is
stay organized. A shoe box
full of receipts isn't helpful
when frying fo file fimely
taxes.

Owners should log receipts
in an orderly database
they can turn over to their
adviser. And stay on top of
quarterly estimated pay-
menfs.

“(Small business owners)
need to be able to keep
accurate records through-
out the year and not have
fo go back in April and go,
gosh, what what was this
receipt for,” said Occams
Advisory’'s Amber Kellogg,
"Keeping those, accu-
rate records is very, very
important.”
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Peter Malnati is a winner again and tired of all the talk about
money in golf

By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer

Peter Malnatiis a PGA Tour
winner again and now gets
to tee it up with big names
at the Houston Open. In his
group for the opening two
rounds is Scoftie Scheffler,
the world's No. 1 player
who is going for this third
consecutive victory.

But a big part of Malnati is
representing the little guy,
the career grinders who
care just as much about
competing without seeing
golf through the prism of
money. And there is a lot
of it in the game right now,
brought on by the disrup-
fion of Saudi money fund-
ing LIV Golf, and the PGA
Tour's response by creatfing
$20 million signature events
for the elite in the game.
Malnati  struck a chord
with so many for his emo-
tions when he won the Val-
spar Championship, only
his second PGA Tour title
and first in more than nine
years. He said it was for his
family and those who sup-
ported him, but also for
fournaments that aren't
signature events in a new
era that can leave them
“wondering where they fit
and if they matter.”

He elevated those
thoughts Wednesday, say-
ing fans are sick of talking
about money.

Malnati recalled watching
Michael Jordan’s clutch
moments with the Chi-
cago Bulls, or Tiger Woods
winning the majors in re-
cord fashion. "I didn't care
one iota what Jordan’s
contract was. | didn’t care
one iota what the winner's
check at that U.S. Open
was,” Malnati said. “And
| think people are sick of
that. | think people are
just sick of the narrative in
golf being about contracts

Peter Malnati holds up the trophy after winning the Valspar Championship golf fournament Sunday,
March 24, 2024, at Innisbrook in Palm Harbor, Fla.

on LIV, purses on the tour,
guaranteed comp on the
four. | think people are so
sick of that.

“I just feel like no kid when
they were watching Jor-
dan dreamed of having
his salary. They didn't care
about that,” he said. “They
dreamed of being in that
moment, hitting that shof.
| think that's what our fans
care about, too. And that's
what they want to see.”
His comments came one
day after Chris DiMarco, a
three-time winner on the
PGA Tour who has yet to
win on the 50-and-old PGA
Tour Champions circuit,
laughed when he said on
the “Subpar Podcast” that
“we're kind of hoping that
LIV buys the Champions
Tour.”

“Let’'s play for a little real
money out here. | mean,
this is kind of a joke when
we're averaging $2 million
(purses),” DiMarco said.
“There were like seven guys
last week from TPC (The
Players Championship)
that made more money

than our purses.”
For Malnati, it was a cao-
reer-changer in  many
ways. In his 10th year on
the PGA Tour, he has never
advanced beyond the first
round of the FedEx Cup
playoffs. He has played in
only three majors never on
the weekend and the vic-
tory got him into the Mas-
ters for the first time.
He also is exempt through
2026, a big deal for a guy
who seems to struggle
each year keeping his full
PGA Tour card.
His career earnings are
m : now just over $9.9 million, a
0" it more than half of what
Viktor Hovland got last
year from winning the Fe-
dEx Cup.
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NCAA President Charlie Baker urges state lawmakers to ban prop
betting on college athletes

By RALPH D. RUSSO

AP College Sports Writer
The NCAA wants states with
legal wagering on sporting
events to ban prop bets on
college athletes.

“Sports befting issues are
on the rise across the coun-
fry with prop bets confinu-
ing to threaten the integrity
of competition and lead-
ing fo student-athletes get-
ting harassed,” Baker said
Wednesday in statement
posted on social media.
“The NCAA has been work-
ing with states to deal with
these threats and many
are responding by banning
college prop befts.”

Prop bets short for proposi-
fion bets allow gamblers to

-

An official game ball sits on the court during the second half of
an NCAA college basketball game between Southern California
and UCLA in the semifinals of the Pac-12 tournament Friday,
March 8, 2024, in Las Vegas.

Associated Press

wager on statistics a player
will accumulate during a
game rather than the final
score.

Baker's statement came
two days after the NBA
confirmed it opened an
investigation into  unusu-
al betting patterns  sur-
rounding props involving
Toronto Raptors forward
Jontay Porter. The Raptors
said Porter would miss his
third consecutive game
Wednesday for personal
reasons.

NBA players and coaches
have been outspoken in
the last several days about
the issue of prop bets, and
how gamblers react when
certain numbers aren’t hit

during a game. Indiana
Pacers guard Tyrese Hali-
burton said his social me-
dia is filled with complaints
and Cleveland Cavaliers
coach J.B. Bickerstaff re-
vealed he received threats
from gamblers last season
and reported it to the NBA.
Earlier this month, U.S. In-
tegrity, a company used
by many sports profession-
al sports leagues and col-
lege conferences to moni-
tor betting activity, flagged
a Temple basketball game
for wagering irregularities.

The NCAA already has
made some progress in
pushing for the elimination
of prop bets on college
athletes.

Gaming regulators in Ohio,
Vermont and Maryland
have removed prop bet-
fing on college athletes
online and in sportsbooks.
Baker and his staff are
reaching out to regulators
in ofher states to encour-
age similar bans.

The NCAA is in the middle
of the March Madness
basketball fournaments
and for the sixth straight
year the number of states
with legal gambling has in-
creased, with North Caro-
lina recently becoming the
38th.

The American Gaming As-
sociation estimates $2.7
billion will be bet this year
on the NCAA men’s and
women's basketball tour-
naments  through legal
sportsbooks.

Companies that monitor
sports befting for irregu-
larities have warned col-
lege sports administrators
that prop betting on un-
paid athletes elevates the
potential risk for a scan-
dal because players can
more easily influence their
own performance than
the overall outcome of a
game.

The NCAA conducted
a survey dafter last year's
basketball tournaments
that found 58% of 18- to
22-year-olds are gambling.
Baker has said the prolifer-
afion of legal sports gam-
bling has increased stress
on college athletes.[]



