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Trump praises Texas governor as border state clashes with Biden
administration over immigration

By JONATHAN J. COOPER
and ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Former
President Donald Trump
lavished praise Saturday on
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott for
not allowing the Biden ad-
ministration entry toremove
razor wire in a popular corridor
for migrantsillegally entering
the U.S. in an escalating feud
over immigration.

In a speech focused over-
whelmingly on border secu-
rity, Trump said Texas should
be given full support in its
measures to deter migrants
along the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der. The state is restricting the
U.S. Border Patrol after the ERAK

Supreme Court cleared the T R U M

MAKE AMERICA GREAY A

way for these federal agents 2024 —
to cut or remove the sharp
metal barrier.

Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024, in Las

X Vegas. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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Trump praises Texas governor as border state clashes with Biden
administration over immigration

Continuved from Front

“When I'm president, instead
of trying to send Texas a re-
straining order, | will send them
reinforcements,” Trump told
a crowd of supporters in Las
Vegas, where he rallied on
an indoor soccer field in a
largely Latino neighborhood.
“Instead of fighting border
states, | will use every resource
tool and authority of the U.S.
president to defend the Unit-
ed States of America from
this horrible invasion that is
taking place right now.”

Trump largely avoided talking
about a verdict delivered by
ajury in a defamation case
Friday, ordering him fo pay
an additional $83.3 million to
columnist E. Jean Carroll, who
he called a liar for accusing

A woman cheers as Republican presidential candidate former
President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign event Saturday,
Jan. 27, 2024, in Las Vegas.

him of sexual assault.

The former president, who
is getting closer to securing
the Republican presidential
nomination, said he was the
victim of the Biden admin-

(AP Photo/John Locher)

istration weaponizing law
enforcement against him as
he faces 91 criminal charges
in four indictments accusing
him of frying to overturn the
2020 presidential election,

mishandling classified docu-
ments and arranging payoffs
to a porn star.

“"What they're doing with
elections and electioninter-
ference as an example of
what they do with me,” he
said. “Look at yesterday, look
at all this crap that's going
on, but we keep marching
forward, we just keep going
and somehow it all works out.”
Annabelle Weislocher, 51, a
nurse who retired from the
Navy and the Air Force Re-
serve, said she felt the cases
against Trump are attempts

to weaken him and drain him
from his resources.

“They know he'sleading. They
know he's strong. And they're
doing everything just to lower
him,” she said. “That’s what
they're trying to do, take his
money thinking he won't have
enough funds to campaign.
That's the goal.”

Trump's support among His-
panics has grown since he first
ranin 2016. And on Saturday,
he drove that point, drawing
loud cheers when he claimed
he was doing very well in that
voter demographic.(d

13 people injured when more than
40 vehicles crash on Chesapeake
Bay bridge in Maryland

——

p—

This image provided by the Maryland Transportation Authority
shows a multi-vehicle crash on US-50 Bay Bridge in Maryland, on
Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024. The Maryland Transportation Authority
said Saturday on social media that the crash on the westbound

lanes has closed the bridge. No injuries have been reported.
(Maryland Transportation Authority via AP)

BALTIMORE (AP) — Crashes
involving more than 40 ve-
hicles closed all lanes on the
heavily-fraveled U.S. 50 Bay
Bridge in Maryland on Satur-
day, injuring 13 people and
snarling traffic for about six
hours, authorities said.

The Maryland Transportation
Authority said on X, former-
ly Twitter, that the morning
crashes on the westbound
lanes closed the bridge and
caused major delays for mo-
forists.

The transportation authority
said in alater post that east-
bound and westbound fraf-
fic were alternating turns on
the eastbound bridge, but
the westbound bridge re-
mained closed. Westbound
lanes reopened Saturday af-
ternoon, the transportation
authority said on X.

Two people were taken to
hospitals with serious injuries,
authorities said. Eleven oth-
ers also were hurt. None of
the injuries were considered

life threatening.
Twenty-three vehicles were
involved in the inifial chain-
reaction crash and investi-
gators believe about 20 oth-
ers were involved in a series
of secondary crashes, the
transportation authority said.
Traffic cameras showed
emergency vehicles with
flashing lights and traffic not
moving on the westbound
lanes of the bridge. Several
tfow trucks removed vehicles
involved in the crash from
the bridge.

The cause of the crash was
still being investigated Satur-
day afternoon, the transpor-
tation authority said.

The Anne Arundel County
Police Department said
motorists should anticipate
heavy delays in Annapolis
and Kent Island for an ex-
tfended period of time.
Also known as the William
Preston Lane Jr. Memorial
Bridge, the span crosses the
Chesapeake Bay. 1
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GOP legislatures in some states seek ways to undermine voters'
ability to determine abortion rights

By CHRISTINE FERNANDO
Associated Press
CHICAGO (AP) — Legisla-
five efforts in Missouri and
Mississippi  are  attempt-
ing to prevent voters from
having a say over abor-
tion rights, building on anti-
abortfion strategies seen in
other states, including last
year in Ohio.

Democrats and abortion
rights advocates say the
efforts are evidence that
Republican lawmakers and
abortion opponents are
frying to undercut demo-
cratfic processes meant to
give voters a direct role in
forming state laws.

"They're scared of the peo-
ple and their voices, so their
response is to prevent their
voices from being heard,"
said Laurie Bertram Roberts,
executive director of Missis-
sippi  Reproductive Free-
dom Fund. '"There's nothing
democratic about that,
and it's the same blueprint
we've seen in Ohio and all
these other states, again
and again.”

Since the U.S. Supreme
Court overturned the con-
stitutional right to abortion
in 2022, voters in seven
states have either protect-
ed abortion rights or de-
feated aftempts to curtail
them in statewide votes.
Democrats have pledged
to make the issue a central
campaign topic this year
for races up and down the
ballot.

A proposal passed Wednes-
day by the Mississippi House
would ban residents from
placing abortion initiatives
on the statewide ballot.
Mississippi has among the
foughest abortfion restric-
fions in the counfry, with
the procedure banned ex-
cept to save the life of the
woman or in cases of rape
or incest.

In response to the bill, Dem-
ocratic Rep. Cheikh Tay-
lor said direct democracy
“shouldn't include terms
and conditions."

"Don't let anyone tell you
this is just about abortion,"
Taylor said. "This is about
a Republican Party who
thinks they know what's
best for you better than
you know what's best for

AV

People rally in support of abortion rights, July 2, 2022, in Kansas City, Mo. Legislative efforts in
Missouri and Mississippi this week are attempting to prevent voters from having a say over abortion
rights, building on anti-abortion strategies seen in other states, including last year in Ohio.

you. This is about control. So
much for liberty and limited
government."

The resolution is an attempt
fo revive a ballot initia-
five process in Mississippi,
which has been without
one since 2021 when the
state Supreme Court ruled
that the process was invalid
because it required people
to gather signatures from
the state's five previous U.S.
House districts. Mississippi
dropped to four districts
after the 2000 census, but
the initiative language was
never updated. Republi-
can Rep. Fred Shanks said
House Republicans would
not have approved the
resolution, which will soon
head fo the Senate, with-
out the abortion exemp-
fion. Some House Repub-
licans said voters should
not be allowed to vote on
changing abortion laws
because Mississippi  origi-
nated the legal case that
overturned Roe v. Wade.
"It fook 50 years ... fo over-
furn Roe v. Wade," said
Mississippi House Speaker
Jason White, a Republi-
can. "We weren't going to
let it just be thrown out the
window by folks coming in
from out of state, spending
50 million bucks and run-
ning an initiative through."
But Mississippi  Democrats
and abortion access or-
ganizations panned the
exemption as limiting the

voice of the people.

"This is an extremely un-
democratic way to harm
access to reproductive
health care," said Sofia To-
mov, operations coordi-
nator with Access Repro-
ductive Care Southeast, a
member of the Mississippi
Abortion Access Coalition.
"It's infringing on people's
ability to parficipate in the
democratic process."

In Missouri, one of several
states where an abortion
rights initiative could go be-
fore voters in the fall, a plan
supported by anti-abortion
groups would require initia-
tives to win a majority vote
in five of the state's eight
congressional  districts, in
addifion to a simple state-
wide maijority.

The proposal comes days
after a Missouri abortion-
rights campaign launched
its ballot measure effort
aiming to enshrine abortion
rightsinto the state constitu-
tion. Missouri abortion rights
groups also have crificized
Republican Secretary of
State Jay Ashcroft, saying
he is attempting to impede
the initiative by manipulat-
ing the measure's ballot
summary. A Missouri ap-
peals court recently found
the summaries were politi-
cally partisan and mislead-
ing.

When asked during a re-
cent committee hearing if
the GOP proposal was an

(AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)

attempt to get rid of direct
democracy, Republican
state Rep. Ed Lewis said 'l
think that our founding fa-
thers were about as fearful
of direct democracy as we
should be. That's why they
created a republic.”

Sam Lee, lobbyist for Cam-
paign Life Missouri, testified
on Tuesday for the need for
provisions like this that make
sure "the rights of the minor-
ity aren't trampled on." "The
concern of our founders,
and the concern of many
people throughout the
decades and years, is to
avoid having a tyranny of
the maijority," he said.
Democratic Senate Minor-
ity Leader John Rizzo said
controling who can vote
and on what subjects has
been "the highest priority
of the Republican Party for
the last 20 years."

"This is how democracies
die," he said in an interview.
"We are watching it in real
time. This is the scariest mo-
ment that I've seen in my
lifetime."

Democratic Rep. Joe Ad-
ams criticized the plan in
part by alleging that the
state's congressional and
legislative districts are ger-
rymandered to favor Re-
publicans. That  would
make it nearly impossible
for an abortion measure
to be approved under the
proposed legislation.
Attempts to keep abortion

measures off the ballot in
Missouri and Mississippi fol-
low a similar blueprint in
other states to target the
ballot inifiafive process, a
form of direct democracy
available to voters in only
about half the states.
Florida's Republican at-
torney general has asked
the state Supreme Court
to keep a proposed abor-
tfion rights amendment off
the ballot as an abortion-
rights coadalition this month
reached the necessary
number of signatures to
qualify it for the 2024 ballot.
In Nevada, a judge on
Tuesday approved an
abortion-rights ballot mea-
sure petition as eligible for
signature-gathering,  strik-
ing down a legal challenge
by anti-abortion groups at-
tempting to prevent the
question from going before
voters.

Ohio abortion rights advo-
cates have said last year's
statewide vote fo enshrine
abortion rights in the state
constitution was as much
about abortion as it was a
referendum on democracy
itself. They said Republicans
fried to obstruct the demo-
cratic process before the
vote and attempted to ig-
nore the will of voters after
the amendment passed.
Ohio Republicans called a
special electfion in August
attempting to raise the
threshold for passing fu-
ture constitutional amend-
ments from a simple major-
ity to 60%. That effort was
defeated at the polls and
was widely seen as aiming
fo undermine the abortion
amendment.

After Ohio voters approved
the abortion protections
last year, Republican law-
makers pledged to block
the amendment from re-
versing the state's restric-
tions. Some proposed pre-
venting Ohio courts from
interpreting any cases re-
lated to the amendment.
"It wasn't just about abor-
tion," Deirdre Schifeling,
chief political and advo-
cacy officer of the ACLU,
said last fall after the Ohio
amendment passed. "it's
about, 'Will the majority be
hearde"]
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Biden praises Black churches and says the world would be a
different place without their example

By ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) —
President Joe Biden on Sun-
day extolled the existence
of Black churches, saying
the world would be a differ-
ent place if they were not
around to show people the
"power of faith" during dark
times.

The Democratic president
spoke at St. John Baptist
Church on the final day
of a two-day visit to South
Carolina designed to rally
Black vofers before the
party's primary on Feb. 3.
Biden visited a predomi-
nantly Black barbershop
and spoke at a state Dem-
ocratic Party dinner after
he flew in on Saturday. He
capped the visit Sunday by
addressing worshippers at
separate churches.

The president is trying to
spread the message that
he's loyal to South Carolina,
which saved his campaign
in 2020, and that he's de-
termined to win back Black
voters here and elsewhere
who were central to put-
ting him in office but are

k

President Joe Biden speaks at St. John Baptist Church

less enthused about him
this time around.

A practicing Roman Cath-
olic who atftends Mass ev-
ery Sunday, Biden praised
Black churches in his ap-
pearance before the Bap-
fist  congregation, saying
the churches teach the
"power of faith."

He asked the worshippers
to imagine "what would
have happened if there
had been no Black church”
fo turn to in fimes of dark-
ness.

"Well, you give us a moun-
tainfop, you give us a
promised land, you give us
a dream and a faith that

in Columbia, S.C., on Sunday, Jan. 28, 2024.

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)

we shall overcome, can
overcome," he said, echo-
ing words once spoken by
the late Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr.

"And you push us foward a
more perfect union, you re-
ally do, to bend the arc of
the moral universe toward
justice together, and what

a gift to the nation and the
world you've been.

"Your prayers mean every-
thing," Biden said.

After he spoke, Bidenissued
a written statement on the
deaths of three U.S. service
members and the injuries
to many others in a drone
strike in northeast Jordan
near the Syrian border. He
atftributed the afttack to
Iran-backed militia groups.
Later Sunday, the president
briefly addressed the drone
strike and asked for a mo-
ment of silence when he
appeared at the banquet
hall of Brookland Bapfist
Church. Biden has a long-
standing relationship with
Pastor Charles Jackson.
Jackson's wife, Robin, is
first lady Jill Biden's prayer
partner. Earlier this month,
Biden delivered one of his
first campaign speeches
of the year at Emanuel
African Methodist Episco-
pal Church in Charleston,
where in 2015 nine Black
parishioners were shot fo
death by the white strang-
er they had invited to join
their Bible study.(

US sees signs of progress on deal to release hostages,

temporary pause to Israel-Hamas war

1h -

People attend a demonstration demanding the release of the

hostages taken by Hamas militants into the Gaza Strip during
the Oct. 7th attack, in Tel Aviv, Israel, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024.

By AAMER MADHANI and
ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S.
negotiators are making
progress on a potential
agreement under which
Israel would pause military

(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)

operations against Hamas
in Gaza for two months in
exchange for the release
of more than 100 hostages
who were captured in the
Oct. 7 attack on Israel, ac-
cording to two senior ad-
ministration officials.

The officials, who request-
ed anonymity fo discuss
the sensitive negoftiations,
said Saturday that emerg-
ing terms of the yet-to-be
sealed deal would play out
over two phases.

In the first phase, fighting
would stop to allow for the
remaining women, elderly
and wounded hostages to
be released by Hamas.
Israel and Hamas would
then aim to work out details
during the first 30 days of the
pause for a second phase
in which lIsraeli soldiers and
civiian men would be re-
leased. The emerging deal
also calls for Israel to allow
more humanitarian aid into
Gaza.

While the proposed deal
would not end the war, U.S.
officials are hopeful that
such an agreement could
lay the groundwork for a
durable resolution to the

conflict.

The New York Times first re-
ported on Saturday that
progress has been made
tfowards an agreement for
a pause in fighting in ex-
change for the remaining
hostages.

CIA director Bill Burns is
expected to discuss the
contours of the emerging
agreement when he meets
on Sunday in France with
David Barnea, the head of
Israel's Mossad infelligence
agency, Qatari Prime Min-
ister Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani, and
Egyptian intelligence chief
Abbas Kamel for talks cen-
tered on the hostage ne-
gotiations, according to
three people familiar with
the scheduled meeting
who were not authorized
to comment publicly.
President Joe Biden on Fri-
day spoke by phone with

bring

Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah el-Sissi and Qatar's
ruling emir, Sheikh Tamim
Bin Hamad Al-Thani. Calls
with both leaders focused
on the hostage situation.
Burns heads to France for
the high-level talks after
White House senior adviser
Brett McGurk fraveled to
the Mideast this week for
talks on the hostage situa-
fion.

If Burns sees progress in his
talks in France, Biden may
dispatch McGurk back to
the Mideast quickly to fry fo
complete an agreement.
McGurk during his talks this
week was also laying the
groundwork for another
frip to the region by Secre-
tary of State Antony Blink-
en, who next week could
make his fifth trip to the
Middle East since the start
of the Israel-Hamas war in
October. 4
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Poland protests error in a social media post by EU chief suggesting
Auschwitz death camp was Polish

WARSAW, Poland (AP) —
Poland protested Sunday
a mistake in a social me-
dia post by the head of
the European Commission
that wrongly suggested
the World War Il Auschwitz
death camp was Polish.
That post by Ursula von der
Leyen on X, formerly Twit-
ter, was later corrected to
say that Auschwitz was a
Nazi German extermination
camp.

In the post, von der Leyen
and European Union com-
missioners pay tribute to
victims of the Holocaust to
mark International Holo-
caust Remembrance Day
on Satfurday. They write
and say the names of some
of the victims. Added text

states their birth and death
place and date. In the
original post, the Auschwitz
camp was described only
as "Poland."

Phone and text messages
left Sunday with Christian
Wigand, EU Commission
spokesman, were not im-
mediately returned.
Foreign Minister Radoslaw
Sikorski wrote on X that
"When referring to the Nazi
extermination camp in Aus-
chwitz, it should be noted
that it was established un-
der German occupation.”
He added that "information
posted on the European
Commission's social media
will be clarified."

On Satfurday, a group of
Holocaust survivors and

state officials held a mod-
est ceremony at the me-
morial and museum site
of Auschwitz-Birkeanu to
mark the 79th anniversary
of the camp's liberation by
the Soviet troops on Jan.
17, 1945. The day is now
dedicated to Holocaust re-
membrance.

Germany invaded neigh-
boring Poland on Sept. 1,
1939, starting World War Il
Beginning in 1940, the Nazis
were using old Austrian mili-
tary barracks in the south-
ern town of Oswiecim as a
concentration and death
camp for Polish resistance
members. In 1942 they
added the nearby Birkenau
part, with gas chambers
and crematoria, as a mass

A Holocaust survivor places a llit candle at the monument at

the Birkenau Nazi death camp during a ceremony in Oswiecim,
Poland, Saturday, Jan. 27, 2024. Survivors of Nazi death camps
marked the 79th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-
Birkenau camp during World War Il in a ceremony in southern

Poland.

extermination site, mostly of

(AP Photo/Czarek Sokolowski)

Europe's Jews.]

South Korea says North Korea fired several cruise missiles,

adding to provocative we

A TV screen shows a file image of North Korea's missile launch
during a news program at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul,
South Korea, Sunday, Jan. 28, 2024. South Korea's military said
Sunday that North Korea fired several cruise missiles that flew
over waters near a major military shipyard on the country's
eastern coast, extending a streak in weapons tests that are
worsening tensions with the United States, South Korea and

Japan.

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
South Korea's military said
Sunday that North Korea

(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)
fired several cruise missiles
that flew over waters near
a major military shipyard

apons tests

on the country's eastern
coast, extending a streak
in weapons tests that are
worsening tensions with the
United States, South Korea
and Japan.

The launches followed a
separate round of North
Korean cruise missile tests
last week and a Jan. 14
test-fiing of the country's
first solid-fuel intermediate-
range ballistic missile. Those
tests reflect North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un's ef-
forts to expand his arsenal
of weapons designed to
overwhelm missile defenses
in South Korea and Japan
and remofe U.S. targefs
in the Pacific, including
Guam. South Korea's Joint

Chiefs of Staff said they de-
tected the missiles over wa-
ters near the North Korean
port of Sinpo, where the
North has a major shipyard
building key naval vessels,
including missile-firing sub-
marines.

The South's military didn't
immediately provide spe-
cific launch details, includ-
ing the number of missiles
fired, how far they flew
and whether they were
launched from land or no-
val assets.

Tensions on the Korean
Peninsula have increased
in recent months as Kim
contfinues to accelerate
his weapons development
and issue  provocative

threats of nuclear conflict
with the U.S. and its Asian
allies. The U.S., South Ko-
rea and Japan in response
have been expanding
their combined military
exercises, which Kim por-
frays as invasion rehears-
als, and sharpening their
deterrence strategies built
around nuclear-capable
U.S. assets. North Korea
said its launches last week
involved a new cruise mis-
sile called Pulhwasal-3-31
and described the test as
part of regular efforts to de-
velop its military. The North
described that missile as
"strategic,”" implying a pos-
sible infent fo arm it with
nuclear weapons..

Ukraine says corrupt officials stole $40 million meant to buy arms
for the war with Russia

KYIV, Ukraine (AP) — Em-
ployees from a Ukrainian
arms firm conspired with
defense ministry officials to
embezzle almost $40 million
earmarked to buy 100,000
mortar shells for the war
with Russia, Ukraine's secu-
rity service reported.

The SBU said late Saturday
that five people have been
charged, with one person
detained while trying to

cross the Ukrainian border.
If found guilty, they face up
to 12 years in prison.

The investigation comes
as Kyiv attempts to clamp
down on corruptionin a bid
fo speed up its membership
in the European Union and
NATO. Officials from both
blocs have demanded
widespread anti-graft re-
forms before Kyiv can join
them. Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy was
elected on an anti-corrup-
tion platform in 2019, long
before Russia's full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022. Both the president
and his acides have por-
frayed the recent firings of
top officials, notably that of
Ivan Bakanov, former head
of the State Security Ser-
vice, in July 2022, as proof
of their efforts to crack

down on graft. Security of-
ficials say that the current
investigation dates back to
August 2022, when officials
signed a contract for artil-
lery shells worth 1.5 billion
hryvnias ($39.6 million) with
arms firm Lviv Arsenal.

After receiving payment,
company employees were
supposed to ftransfer the
funds to a business regis-
tered abroad, which would

then deliver the ammuni-
tion to Ukraine.

However, the goods were
never delivered and the
money was instead sent o
various accounts in Ukraine
and the Balkans, investi-
gators said. Ukraine's pros-
ecutor general says fthat
the funds have since been
seized and will be returned
to the country's defense
budget..q
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Mexico confirms some Mayan ruin sites are unreachable because
of gang violence and land conflicts

By MARK STEVENSON
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mex-
ico's government has ac-
knowledged that at least
two well-known Mayan ruin
sites are unreachable by
visitors because of a toxic
mix of cartel violence and
land disputes.

But two fourist guides in
the southern state of Chi-
apas, near the border with
Guatemala, say two other
sites that the government
claims are still open to visi-
tfors can only be reached
by passing though drug
gang checkpoints.

The explosion of drug cartel
violence in Chiapas since
last year has left the Yax-
childn ruin site completely
cut off, the government
conceded Friday.

The tour guides, who spoke
on condifion of anonym-
ity because they must sfill
work in the areaq, said that
gunmen and checkpoints
are often seen on the road
to another site, Bonampak,
famous for its murals.

They say that to get to yet
another archaeological
site, Lagartero, travelers are
forced to hand over identi-
fication and cellphones at
cartel checkpoinfs.
Meanwhile, officials con-
cede that visitors also can't
go to the imposing, tow-
ering pyramids at Toning,
because a landowner has
shut off across his land while
seeking payment from the
government for granting
the right of way.

The cartel-related dangers
are the most problematic.
The two cartels warring
over the area's lucrative
drug and migrant smug-
gling routes set up the
checkpoints to defect any
movement by their rivals.
Though no tourist has been
harmed so far, and the
government claims the
sites are safe, many guides
no longer take tour groups
there.

"It's as if you told me to go
to the Gaza Strip, righte"
said one of the guides.
"They demand your iden-
fification, to see if you're
a local resident," he said,
describing an almost per-
manent gang checkpoint

- E 4 E

on the road to Lagartero,
a Mayan pyramid com-
plex that is surrounded by
pristine, furquoise jungle lo-
goons. "They take your cell-
phone and demand your
sign-in code, and then they
look through your conver-
sations to see if you belong
to some other gang," he
said. "At any given time, a
rival group could show up
and start a gunbattle."

The government seems
unconcerned, and there
is even anger that anyone
would suggest there is a
problem, in line with Presi-
dent Andrés Manuel Lépez
Obrador's policy of play-
ing down gang violence
— even as the cartels take
over more territory in Mex-
ico.

"Bonampak and Lagartero
are open to the public," the
National Institute of Anthro-
pology and History said in a
statement Friday.

"It is false, biased and irre-
sponsible to say that these
archaeological sites are in
danger from drug traffick-
ers," added the agency,
known as the INAH, which
claimed it "retains control
of the sites."

Both guides stressed that
the best-known Mayan

=Tz . 5.

ruin site in Chiapas, the im-
posing temple complex at
Palenque, is open and per-
fectly safe for visitors. But
starting around Decem-
ber, tourists have canceled
about 5% of trips booked
to the area, and there are
fears that could grow.
Things that some tourists
once enjoyed — like the
more adventurous frip to
ruins buried deep in the
jungle, like Yaxchildn, on
the banks of the Usumacin-
ta river and reachable only
by boat — are either no
longer possible, or so risky
that several guides have
publicly announced they
won't take fourists there.
Residents of the town of
Frontera Comalapa, where
the boats once picked up
tourists to take them to Yax-
chilan, closed the road in
October because of con-
stantincursions by gunmen.
Even the INAH admits there
is no access to Yaxchilan,
noting that "the institute
itself has recommended
at certain points that tour-
ists not go to the archaeo-
logical site, because they
could have an unsuccess-
ful visit." But it said that the
problems there are "of a
social nature" and are be-

A view of the archaeological site Yaxchilan in Chiapas state, Saturday, July 9, 2022.

yond its control.

Cartel bafttles started to
getreally bad in Chiapas in
2023, which coincides with
the upftick in the number
of migrants — now about
a half-million annually —
moving through the Darien
Gap jungle from South
America, through Central
America and Mexico fo the
U.S. border.

Because many of the new
wave of migrants are from
Cuba, Asia and Africa, they
can pay more than Cen-
tral Americans, making the
smuggling routes through
Chiapas more valuable.
The problem now seems to
be beyond anyone's con-
trol.

The National Guard — the
quasi-military  force that
Loépez Obrador has made
the centerpiece of law en-
forcement in Mexico — has
been pelted with stones
and sticks by local residents
in several towns in that re-
gion of Chiapas in recent
weeks.

The other tour guide said
that was because the
two warring drug cartels,
Sinaloa and Jalisco, of-
ten recruit or force local
people to act as foot sol-
diers and prevent National

(AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo)

Guard froopers from enter-
ing their fowns.

In Chiapas, residents are of-
ten members of Indigenous
groups like the Choles or
Lacandones, both descen-
dants of the ancient Maya.
The potential damage of
using them as foot soldiers
in cartel fights is grim, given
that some groups have ei-
ther very few remaining
members or are already
locked in land disputes.
The guide said the ruin sites
have the added disadvan-
tage of being in jungle ar-
eas where the cartels have
carved out at least four
clandestine landing strips
to fly drugs in from South
America.

But the damages are
mounting for the Indig-
enous residents who have
come to depend on tour-
ism.

"There are communities
that sell handicrafts, that
provide places fo stay,
boat trips, craftspeople. It
affects the economy a lot,"
said the first guide. "You
have to remember that this
is an agricultural state that
has no industry, no facto-
ries, so tourism has become
an economic lever, one of
the few sources of work."l
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(Oranjestad)—The Bushiri-

sheep. His father took it to

The Bushiribana Gold Mill Ruins and its history

bana Gold Mill Ruins is one
of the most visited places by
tourists on the island, as it lies
along the northern coast line
near the mini pool and on the
way to the Natural Bridge.
Despite its seemingly plain
appearance, this ruvin rep-
resents one of the most im-
portant histories of the island:
The Aruban Gold Rush.

Built in 1872 by English com-
pany Aruba Island Gold Min-
ing Company Ltd, the gold
mill at Bushiribana was con-
stfructed in the area where
most gold was found by
locals. The story of gold on
Aruba actually dates back
to 1725, when a first explo-
ration for gold on the island

e

was commissioned by the
Dutch West India Company.
Under the leadership of Mr.
Paulus Printz, a three-year
search was conducted on
Aruba, to no avail. Though
they found some gold, it was
enough to motivate a further

search, and the assignment

was discontinued by Printz
himself.

It wasn't until 100 years lat-
er, in 1824, when a young
boy found a lump of gold
while out herding his father’s

Aruba to me

_— e A =

ORANJESTAD — You are back or still en-
joying your vacation?... we would like to
portrait you! By inviting you to send us your
favorite vacation picture while enjoying
our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is
....... Send your picture with that text (in-
cluding your name and where you are
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we
will publish your vacation memory. Isn't
that a special way to keep your best mo-
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting

photos, text or any other materials, you
give permission to The Aruba Today News-
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any
of its affiliated companies to use said ma-
terials, as well as names, likeness, efc. for
promoftional purposes without compensa-
fion.

Last but not least: check out our website,
Instagram and Facebook page! Thank
you for supporting our free newspaper, we
strive fo make you a happy reader every
day again.4

a local merchant who then
sold the lump for $70. Un-
beknownst fo the boy and
his father, they quite literally
struck gold, and as word got
out, a gold fever spread
among the locals who start-
ed searching for more gold.
About 25 pounds worth was
found.

At the same time, the Aruban
government took immediate
actions, and informed Curo-
cao that gold was found. At
first, everyone could look for
gold, aslong as they sold it to
the government. However,
after some time, the govern-
ment decided to implement
stricter rules and banned lo-
cal search parties.

Over the years, concession-
holding had seen different
companies from around

®
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the world, all of which used
primitive  methods to dig
and carve out gold from
the rocks. Aruba Island Gold
Mining Company Ltd. was no
different, but used a unique
method that involved grind-
ing the rocks and letting the
dust be blown away by the
strong northeast wind, leav-
ing clumps of gold behind.
The next step was melting
the gold and letting it at-
tach to quicksilver in order
to obtain pure gold. All these
processes were done at the
Bushiribana Gold Mill.

The gold mill itself had a short
life-span: only 10 years in
service, but its structure re-
mained relatively solid fill this
day, and is now a historicall
remnant.(]

Sources: Etnia Nativa & gold-
mineranch.com.

Savor the epitome of fine
dining at Infini, where artistry
meets cuisine in an intimate
setting of only 18 seats per
night. Experience the magic
as our talented Chef Urvin
Croes creates an
unforgettable 8-course
culinary dream right before
your eyes, featuring our
exquisite Asian Caribbean
Impressions Menu. Elevate
your senses and indulge in a
symphony of flavors, blending
the best of both waorlds. Infini
promises an unparalleled
dining journey on Aruba,
leaving you with.cherished
memories to savor forever.

Get in touch: +297 699 3982
Blue Residence

ini
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Chogogo Tours

Chogogo Tours takes pride in being a multi-

service operator of tour & transfer vehicles for
any and all purposes. Their knowledgeable
team has an excellent reputation in the field
of normal and disabled access transport, with
a specialization in open-air and closed buses

and minivans.

Through our diversity of buses and vans, they
offer customized transport to suit your party’s
needs — from private or group island tours and
discount party buses to port/airport transfers,

(Oranjestad)—When travel-
ing to another country, es-
pecially for the first time, it is
always better to be over-pre-
pared than under-prepared.
That is why we have a list of
basic—but important—in-
formation that we think may
come in handy to Aruba’s
visitors.

Emergency services
Even though most people
don't even want to think
about having to contact

tions.

emergency services—es-
pecially not while on their
vacation, it is sfill important
to know what number to dial
in case of the unlikely event
of an accident or severe in-
cident.

Police: 100

Police Tipline: 11141
Ambulance: 911

Fire Dept: 115

Oranjestad: HOH hospital:
+297-527-4000

San Nicolas: ImSan: +297-
527-8833

J 875324955 I

HJ;'

27 _{f; ~Jk

and if needed, all with wheelchair access. As
of September 2019, Chogogo Tours has up-
graded its services for disabled or less-mobile
visitors, offering rental beach wheelchairs and
expanding our wheelchair-accessible four op-

Their laftest additions to the ever-expand-
ing fleet include two air-conditioned vans
that can seat up to 12 guests but are also
equipped with lifts to make them accessible
to wheelchairs.
So whether it is a transfer for your party, an Is-
land or Beach Hopping Tour or their famous
Bar Hopping Tour on one of our Party Buses,
Chogogo Tours is the tour operator for you.]

Lt

Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

Electrical power
Aruba generally operates
on 110V to 127V supply volt-
age and 60Hz. There are also
three types of outlets used
on the island: type A with
two flat prongs; type B with
two flat and one grounding
prong, and on occasion,
type F with two round prong
and two earth clips on the
side. However, Type A is most
commonly found in homes
and establishments.

Drinking water
The water that flows through
the sinks of every house, ho-
tels and other establishments
is distilled and perfectly safe

to drink. Aruba’s drinking wa-
ter exceeds WHO's inferna-
fional standards for water
quality, so there is no need
to buy bottled water from
the store.

Supermarket hours
Supermarket hours may vary
depending on where you
are staying on the island.
Generally though, most su-
permarkets are open from
8am to 9 or 10pm, Monday
through Saturday. On Sun-
days, supermarkets generally
close earlier; mostly around
2pm.

Taxis
Prices for taxi fair are set by

the Department of Public
Traffic and are based on des-
fination rather than mileage.
Most taxis can take up to five
passengers, but this may vary
depending on the vehicle.
Taxis are pretty much always
available and you can ever
hire one for $45 an hour.

Safety

Arubais one of the safest is-
lands in the Caribbean, and
many fourist that visit have
often told us how they feel
safe to explore the island or
walk around at night. How-
ever, rare incidents do oc-
curs, so keep yourself and
your belongings safe. ]
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ORANJESTAD — You are back and
we would like to portrait you! By
inviting you to send us your favor-
ite vacation picture while enjoying

our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to
me is ....... Send your picture with
that text (including your name and
where you are from) to: news@aru-
batoday.com and we will publish
your vacation memory. Isn't that
a special way to keep your best
moments alive? Please do note: By
submitting photos, text or any ofh-
er materials, you give permission fo
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Cao-
ribbean Speed Printers and any of
its affiliated companies to use said
materials, as well as names, like-
ness, etc. for promotional purposes
without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our
website, Instagram and Facebook
page! Thank you for supporting our
free newspaper, we strive to make
you a happy reader every day
again.

For today we received a lovely
message from our visitors Joanne
and Bob Marsala from

Rochester, NY, USA.

They wrote fo us saying: “Aruba fo

Us is peace...a place that is stress
free . Where the people, places
and weather are all awesome.
We've been coming for 20 years
and the last 3 years our family has
tagged along and grown to love it

just like us.”

Thank you for sending us this won-
derful message sharing what Aru-
ba means to you with us and our
readers!]

Create museum memories

ORANJESTAD — Museums are an inte-
gral part of conserving and honoring
cultures, and Aruba is no exception.
Our Island has a wide selection of
various museums for our locals and
visitors to see. Take this opportunity
to learn about ourisland and expe-
rience a different day beyond the
beach. Let us introduce to you these
museums.

Museum of Industry Aruba

The Museum of Industry is located in
San Nicolas—better known as the art
capital of Aruba. This museum exhibits
the industrial history of gold, aloe,
phosphate, oil and tfourism through
elaborated displays and multimedia
installations.

The Museum of Industry is sifuated
in the Water Tower in San Nicolas
and narrates Aruba's industrial history,
which began in the 19th century.
The Water Tower was built in 1939
and consists of three sections: the
substructure, the high-rising vertical
shaft, and the tank at the top. The
Water Tower was purchased by the

Monuments Fund in 2003 so it can
be restored and preserved as one
of Aruba's monuments. The Museum
of Industry is part of Aruba Museum
Foundation (Fundacion Museo Aru-
ban), which is a foundation set to
maintain, preserve, and profect the
Aruban cultural sector, history, and
nature. The museum of Industry is
open daily from ? am fill 6 pm.

For more information, check out their
Facebook page Museum of Industry
Aruba.

Archaeological Museum of Aruba
The Archaeological Museum of
Aruba is located at Schelpstraat 42
in downtown Oranjestad. The reno-
vated historic Ecury complexin the
area has been fransformed from a
family home to a modern museum
that preserves Aruba’s Amerindian
cultural heritage. This 21st century
museum is especially designed to
preserve valuable artifacts dating
back to the Pre-Ceramic period of
2500 BC.

In the late 1980's, AMA identified
its need for an adequate housing
forits collection and activities. After
studying various options, a project
proposal was drawn up, including the
acquisition and restoration of historical
buildings in downtown Oranjestad.

These historical buildings were formerly
the property of the Ecury family. The
“Ecury Complex”, is a cluster of single
and two-story historic buildings, mainly
Dutch colonial architecture from the
late 19th and 20th century on a plot
of approximately 1.700 m2.

In 1997, the Aruban Government
bought the complex for the Nationall
Archaeological Museum project.
In 2004, a financial agreement was
signed with the European Develop-
ment Fund and in 2006, restoration
and construction work began on the
monumental buildings and the soon-
to-be exhibition space. In December
2007, the key to the complex was
delivered and the museum's employ-
ees moved fo the new location. The

final design for the exhibit was com-
pleted in November 2007 and the
permanent exhibit, financed by the
Aruban Government and the Union
of Cultural Organizations (UNOCA),
opened in July 2009.

At the new location, the National
Archaeological Museum Aruba dis-
poses of approximately 500 m2 for
its permanent exhibit. This exhibit
conveys information on the origin
and culture of the first inhabitants
of the island through archaeologi-
cal objects and modern exhibition
techniques. The new permanent
exhibit gives the visitor an insight
intfo the cultures that inhabited the
island in Pre-Historical and Early His-
torical times. The museum also hosts
attractive public programs, includ-
ing lectures, educational projects,
temporary exhibits and workshops.

The museum is open daily from 9:30
am till 4:30 pm. For more information
check out the Facebook page Museo
Arqueologico Nacional Aruba.
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Unique fauna of Aruba

For a small island, Aruba sure has
a lot of unique ireasures. Among
these, we have some subspecies
of animals that are unique to our
island. These have evolved to per-
fectly adapt to our desert climate
and make Aruba their home. At the
same time, they are part of what
makes Aruba truly one of a kind.

Cascabel (rattlesnake, Crotalus
durissus unicolor)
According to the Arikok National
Park, Aruba knows two kinds of
snakes, the Santanero and the
Cascabel. The cascabel belongs to
the rattlesnake family. The casca-
belis the only venomous snake from
Aruba. It has a length of 65cm to
100cm, and is about 4 to 5cm wide.
Its color varies from light brown to
grey-brown, and its underbelly is
white. On its back there are marks
that are a little darker, in the shape

of diamonds.

Its reproduction is oviparous, mean-
ing the offspring can hatch from
their eggs just before, during or im-
mediately after laying.

The cascabel lives mainly in the
Arikok National Park. It likes to live
in dark places, and is thus found hid-
den among the limestone rocks and
under stones. As a defense mecha-
nism, the cascabel uses its rattle as
a warning, and it is not an aggres-
sive animal.

The cascabel feeds on lizards, small
mammals such as rats and mice.
It paralyzes or Kkills its prey with its
venom, which is injected through
a bite. The enemies of the cascao-
bel are donkeys, goats, humans
and cars. Humans are the biggest
enemy of the cascabel, as they kill
them and destroy their habitat for
urbanization.

Shoco (burrowing owl, Athene cu-
nicularia arubensis)

The shoco is a small bird which is sel-

dom seen. They are active during

the day but are more active later

in the day and at night for hunting.

These owls have very good night vi-
sion and very good hearing.

The shoco is the national symbol of
Aruba.

The shoco has about 20cm of length,
and the females are slightly heavier
than the males. They are light brown
in color, with many white spots. The
belly of the Shoco is either white
or light brown, and the shoco has
striking yellow eyes. Its beak is yel-
low/green. Young owls do not have
white spots and are lighter in color.
The nest of the shoco is a burrow
in the ground. If the shoco cannot
find a burrow, it will dig one in soft
soil. The shoco lays one or two eggs
every other day until all the eggs
are laid —a shoco can lay up to four
eggs. The first owlets hatch after
three to four weeks. The shoco owl
takes care of the owlets for three
months until they leave the nest.
Only a few owlets survive.

The owlrs dig burrows in the ground
with low grass vegetation. An owl
can live up to nine years.

Its defense mechanism is simply to
fly away or refreat fo its burrows.
They eat mostly insects, mice and
lizards, and the main threats to their
survival are boas — an invasive spe-
cies infroduced by humans as pets
— and humans through destruction
of their habitat.

Prikichi
(parakeet, Aratinga pertinax)

The Prikichi is the national bird of
Aruba. On Aruba, Bonaire, and Cu-
racao, parakeets can be found, but
each of the three islands has a dif-
ferent breed. The Yellow-shouldered
Amazon parakeet that we have
on Aruba is also found along the
coast of Venezuela. Unfortunately,
there is interbreeding between the
breeds due to cage birds from, for
example, Curacao being released
on Aruba. The parakeet popula-
fion on Aruba is in danger due to
extensive deforestation occurring
on the island because of the grow-
ing population.

The prikichi weighs between 90 to
100 grams. It has a greenish-brown
head with some yellow around the
eye. The back and wings of the
parakeet are dark green, and the
underside of the body is a lighter
shade of green. There is also a bit
of blue in the wings. The parakeet's
beak is gray/black.

Parakeets often use termite nests as
breeding sites. Parakeets are found
in all natural environments (mondi)
of the island. It defends itself by fly-
ing away and loud cries. Parakeets
eat seeds from the pods of the Kwihi
free, Divi Divi, and columnar cactus.
They also consume natural fruits. Its
main predators are boa constric-
tors, humans.

Conew (cottontail rabbit, Sylvila-
gus floridanus nigronuchalis)
The Eastern Cottontail rabbit (Syl-
vilagus floridanus) was probably
brought over to the island by In-
dian seftlers thousands of years
ago as a source of food. This rab-
bit, locally known as Conew, has
spread all over the island and has
become part of our ecosystem. The
very adaptable Conew can live in
a wide variety of habitats, includ-
ing Aruba’s xeric scrublands, where
it typically grazes on weeds and

grasses.

The Aruban Conew has a brownish
grey color and a distinctive white
belly. This white fur extends to the
bottom of the tail which becomes
visible as the rabbit runs. These rab-
bits can grow up to approximately
40 centimeters in length over their

Tt S St T
short lifespan of 3 years. Coftontail
rabbits reach reproductive maturi-
ty when they are just 2 fo 3 months
old. A female rabbit, called a doe,
finds a suitable nest spot under a
shrub or rocks and lines it with fur.
She can have an average of 3 to 4
litters per year averaging 5 young
each. The doe only visits her young
once or twice a day to nurse her
babies for a period of 2 to 3 weeks.
The young reach independence at
4 to 5 weeks.

The Aruban Conew is an endan-
gered species and protected by
Aruban law. The Conew is thought
to have drastically declined due
to an increase in human activities,
habitat fragmentation and preda-
tion by the invasive Boa constric-
tor as well as feral cats and dogs.
However, recently there seem to
be more rabbit sightings in rural and
wilderness areas and also in the Na-
tional Park. This could be linked to a
recent decline of the invasive Boa
population after the long period of
drought. As the Conew can repro-
duce very quickly, a short break in
predation pressure can lead to a
fast increase of rabbits. Sadly, the
Boas are back on the rise again with
the fruly wet rainy seasons we have
recently experienced. This could
cause a new decline in the Conew
population that was just starting to
recover.

These are but a few of Aruba’s
beautiful inhabitant, which we
must all contribute to protect. For
more information, visit https://www.
arubanationalpark.org/main/flora-
fauna/




LOCAL

AN

MONDAY 29 JANUARY 2024

Did you know about...
Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 1)

(Oranjestad)—Have you
ever felt confused when
you're driving on the high-
ways or backstreets of
Aruba? Then we present a
simple guide to some of the
basic rules of Aruban traf-
fic, along with some tips for
things to look out for.

Speed limit
Legally, the speed limit on
the four-lane highways is
80 km/h. This speed limit
also counts for the main
roads that are connected
to the highways. The mini-
mum speed is 50 km/h.
Most people drive around
60 km/h on the main roads
and about 70 km/h on the
highways. There are also ar-
eas that indicate a speed
limit on a sign; these are
usually around populated
and school areas.

The four-lane highways
contain the left-lane, also
known as the “fast” lane
for each direction. Here is
where vehicles can drive
up to the maximum speed.
However, legally it is not
permitted to drive for long
periods of fime on the left
lane. This lane is primar-
ily designed for drivers
to swifch lanes before a
roundabout, for example,
if your exit on the round-
about is on your far left.
The general lane to drive
in—both at maximum and
minimum speed—is on the
right lane.

Roundabouts
Speaking of roundabouts, it
is important to know where
you have to enter and
drive on the roundabout to
make your exit. A good rule
of thumb is to count the ex-
its starting from your right
side. So, exit 1 would be
on your right; exit 2 would
be straight ahead; exit 3
would be on your far left
and exit 4 would lead to
the road paralleled to the
one you're on, heading in
the other direction.

Most  roundabouts have
these 4 exits, so they are rel-
atively simple. When you're
driving on the four-lane
highway, it is important to
know when fo switch to

the left lane to make your
exit: if your exit is on your far
left (exit 3), then you need
to switch to the left lane
on the high way before
nearing the roundabout
so you can take the path
that leads you directly to
your exit. If your exit is on
your right or if you're going
stfraight ahead, you can
keep driving in the right
lane of the highway.

It's also important to know
that vehicles about to en-
ter the roundabout must
yield to those already on it.
A good rule of thumb is to
look out if someone is com-
ing from your left side.

However, other round-
abouts can be quite fricky

A

fo navigate...

Watty Vos Boulevard (the
“paperclip” roundabout)
Probably the biggestround-
about on the island, the
“paperclip”  roundabout
on the Watty Vos Boule-
vard is one of the frickier
roundabouts that could—
and has—caused con-
fused among both fourists
and locals. However, once
you take a good look at it,
it's fairly simple. The basis
is just the same as a regu-
lar roundabout (left exite
left lane! etc.), but instead
of having four different ex-
its like on a regular round-
about, now you have two
exira; one on the right and
the other on the left side of
the roundabout. The rules
don’'t change at all, you
just have to keep an extra

eye open.

Airport roundabout
Ah, yes. The infamous air-
port roundabout. The fa-
vorite roundabout amongst
local, because of ifs easy
(hard) lanes that never
(always) cause confusion
among drivers. Sarcasm
aside, this roundabout can
be tricky to enter, especial-
ly when you're driving from
the direction of the airport
heading. When you're driv-
ing away from the airport
reaching the roundabout,
you'll be faced with three
lanes. The far right lane is
fo take the exit 1 out head-
ing east (right lane of high-
way). The middle exit is

used for exit 1 (left lane of
highway), 2 and 3. The far
left exit is used to only exit
on exit 3 (left lane of high-
way) and 4.

“Las Americas”
roundabout

The Las Americas round-
about is located near the
Talk of the Town hotel, west
from the dairport round-
about. This roundabout
may look like a regular
roundabout—and for the
most part, it is. However,
when you are driving from
the east going in the direc-
fion of town, please take
note that there are two ex-
its on your right.

When vyou're driving to-
wards this  roundabout,
you'll notice that the road
becomes wider, splitting
info two lanes. The right
lane is used to take the
first and second exit on
the right. If you want to exit
straight ahead, you must
drive on the left lane!

It's always scary to drive in
new places where the traf-
fic may look and work dif-
ferently, but once you get
it right once, you'll get the
hang of it in no fime. Ad-
ditionally, all roundabouts
and roads on Aruba have
signs and arrows painted
on the road to help guide
you. So ftake your time,
keep your eyes open and
don't forget to wear a seat
beltld
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One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

CRYPTOQUOTE
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LIJPFLY EQIR SNIJV:
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SNFLF
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Cryptoquote:

SNFLF

XKA.

JANUARY
MY FAVORITE MONTH WHEN THE LIGHT IS
PLAINEST, LEAST COLORED. AND I LIKE THE
FEELING OF BEGINNINGS. — ANNE TRUITT
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Science sleuths are using technology
to find fakery and plagiarism in
published research

By CARLA K. JOHNSON

AP Medical Writer
Allegations of research
fakery at a leading can-
cer center have turned a
spotlight on scienfific in-
tegrity and the amateur
sleuths uncovering image
manipulation in published
research. Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute, a Harvard
Medical School daffiliate,
announced Jan. 22 it's re-
questing refractions and
correctfions of  scientific
papers after a Brifish blog-
ger flagged problems in
early January. The blogger,
32-year-old Sholto David,
of Pontypridd, Wales, is a
scientist-sleuth who detects
cut-and-paste image ma-
nipulation in published sci-
entific papers.

He's not the only hobby-
ist poking through pixels.
Other champions of scien-
fific integrity are keeping
researchers and science
journals on their toes. They
use special software, over-
size  computer monitors
and their eagle eyes to find
flipped, duplicated and
stretched images, along
with potential plagiarism.

A look at the situation
at Dana-Farber and the
sleuths hunting sloppy er-
rors and outright fabrica-
fions:

WHAT HAPPENED AT DANA-
FARBER?

In a Jan. 2 blog post, Sholto
David presented suspicious
images from more than 30
published papers by four
Dana-Farber scientists, in-
cluding CEO Laurie Glimch-
er and COO William Hahn.
Many images appeared to
have duplicated segments
that would make the sci-
enfists' results look stronger.
The papers under scrutiny
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Dana-Farber:

FILE - A sign hangs from the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Aug.
18, 2022, in Boston. Dana-Farber Cancer Institute announced it’s
requesting six retractions and 31 corrections of scientific papers
after a British blogger flagged problems in early January 2024.

involve lab research on the
workings of cells. One in-
volved samples from bone
marrow from human vol-
unteers. The blog post in-
cluded problems spofted
by David and others previ-
ously exposed by sleuths on
PubPeer, a site that allows
anonymous comments on
scientific papers.

Student journalists at The
Harvard Crimson covered
the story on Jan. 12, fol-
lowed by reports in other
news media. Sharpening
the aftenfion was the re-
cent plagiarism investiga-
tion involving former Har-
vard president Claudine
Gay, who resigned early
this year.

HOW DID DANA-FARBER RE-
SPOND?

Dana-Farber said it already
had been looking into
some of the problems be-
fore the blog post. By Jan.
22, the instfitution said it was
in the process of requesting
six refractions of published
research and that another
31 papers warranted cor-
rections.
Retractions

are  serious.

MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICE
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(AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
When a journal retracts an
arficle that usually means
the research is so severely
flawed that the findings
are no longer reliable.

Dr. Barrett Rollins, research
integrity officer at Dana-
Farber, said in a statement:
"Following the usual prac-
fice at Dana-Farber to re-
view any potential data er-
ror and make corrections
when warranted, the insti-
fution and its scientists al-
ready have taken prompt
and decisive action in 97
percent of the cases that
had been flagged by
blogger Sholto David."
WHO ARE THE SLEUTHS?
California  microbiologist
Elisabeth Bik, 57, has been
sleuthing for a decade.
Based on her work, sci-
entific journals have re-
fracted 1,133 articles, cor-
rected 1,017 others and
printed 153 expressions of
concern, according to a
spreadsheet where she
fracks what happens after
she reports problems.

She has found doctored
images of bacteria, cell
cultures and western blots,
alab technique for detect-
ing proteins.

"Science should be about
finding the fruth,” Bik told
The Associated Press. She
published an analysis in the
American Society for Mi-
crobiology in 2016: Of more
than 20,000 peer-reviewed
papers, nearly 4% had im-
age problems, about half
where the manipulation
seemed intentional.]
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Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso withdraw from West
Africa regional bloc ECOWAS as tensions deepen

FILE - The defense chiefs from the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) countries excluding Mali, Burkina Faso,
Chad, Guinea and Niger, gather for their extraordinary meeting
in Accra, Ghana, Thursday, Aug. 17, 2023, to discuss the situation
in Niger. Three West African nations of Mali, Burkina Faso and Ni-
ger have quit the regional economic bloc known as ECOWAS.
Their respective juntas said in a joint statement on Sunday, Jan.
28, 2024 thatt he bloc has imposed “inhumane” sanctions to
reverse the coups in their nations and has also “moved away
from the ideals of its founding fathers and Pan-Africanism” after
nearly 50 years of its establishment.

(AP Photo/Richard Eshun Nanaresh, File)

By CHINEDU ASADU
Associated Press

ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — West
African nations Mali, Burkina
Faso and Niger have with-
drawn from the regional
economic bloc known as
ECOWAS, their respective
juntas announced Sunday.
They accused the bloc of
"iInhumane" sanctions fo re-
verse the coups in their no-
fions.

ECOWAS said in a statement
that it wasn't notified of the
countries' decision to with-
draw.

The juntas said in a joint state-
ment read on state televi-
sion in all three countries
that they have "decided in
complete sovereignty on
the immediate withdrawal

of Burkina Faso, Mali and
Niger from the Economic
Community of West African
States (ECOWAS)," alleging
that the bloc has "moved
away from the ideals of its
founding fathers and pan-
Africanism" after nearly 50
years in existence.
"Furthermore, ECOWAS, un-
der the influence of foreign
powers, betfraying its found-
ing principles, has become
a threat to its member states
and its populations whose
happiness it is supposed to
ensure," their statements
read.

ECOWAS said in a statement
that it had not been notified
of the countries' decision to
quit the bloc. Its protocol
provides that withdrawal

How to.

each us!

takes up to one year to be
completed."Burkina Faso, Ni-
ger and Maliremain impor-
tant members of the Com-
munity and the Authority
remains committed to find-
ing a negotiated solution to
the politicalimpasse," it said.
Widely seen as West Africa’s
top political and regional au-
thority, the 15-nation bloc of
ECOWAS — formedin 1975
to "promote economic in-
tegration" in member states
— has struggled in recent
years to reverse rampant
coups in the region where
citizens have complained
of not benefitting from rich
natural resources.

In parts of West Africa,
ECOWAS is fast losing its
effectiveness and support
among citizens, who see
it as representing only the
interests of the leaders and
not that of the masses, said
Oge Onubogu, director of
the Africa Program at the
Washington-based Wilson
Center think fank. Sunday's

announcementis the latest
twist in a series of events that
have deepened political
tension in West Africa since
it experienced its latest of a
string of coups —in Niger —
last year. It also comes as the
three nations have formed a
security alliance after sever-
ing military ties with France
and other European na-
tions and furning to Russia
for support.
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $34,000

2 Bed Oceanside $23,000

2 Bed Ocean View $21,500

2 Bed Garden View $16,000

3 Bed Ocean View $29,000
WK 51 Ocean View $60,000
WK 52 Ocean View $60,000
WK 7 and 14 - all views

GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront $18,000
2 Bed Oceanside $14,000

2 Bed Ocean View $12,500
2 Bed Garden View $10,000
3 Bed Ocean View $20,000

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Ocean Front $36,000
2 Bed Ocean View $24,000

1 Bed Ocean Front $22,000

1 Bed Ocean View $14,500

GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Ocean Front $18,000
2 Bed Ocean View $13,500
1 Bed ocean Front $14,500
1 Bed ocean View $13,500

** Destination Points $6.00 per
point

We are the #1
Rental Timeshare
agent for Aruba!
We also RENT Aruba weeks for
owners, Contact us to BUY, SELL or
RENT any timeshare property.

Contact:
stephanier@conciergerealty.com

888-888-2204 Ext 104

Website:
www.conciergerealty.com
Broker: Stephanie Reidel

www.facebook.com/groups/MarriottArubaSurf/
www.facebook com/groups/MarriottArubalOcean

HEALTH

i

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:
Eagle: Tel. 587 9011
San Nicolas: Tel. 584 5712

Women in Difficulties

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like us on
Facebook
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A ftrial in Run-DMC star Jam Master Jay's 2002 killing is starting,
and testing his anti-drug image

By JENNIFER PELTZ
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — For almost
two decades, the 2002 kill-
ing of Run-DMC's Jam Master
Jay stood as one of the hip-
hop world's most infamous
and elusive crimes, one of
three long-unsolved slayings
of major rap stars.

Now Jay's case is the first of
those kilings to go to ftrial.
Opening statements are set
for Monday in the federal
murder ftrial of Karl Jordan
Jr. and Ronald Washington,
who were arrested in 2020.
"A brazen act," then-Brooklyn
U.S. Attorney Seth DuCharme
said at the time, "has finally
caught up with them."
Washington and Jordan are
accused of gunning down
Jay in his recording studio
over a drug dispute, a pros-
ecution narrative challeng-
ing the public understanding
of a DJ known for his anti-
drug advocacy. They have
pleaded not guilty, as has
a third defendant who was
charged this past May and
will be tried separately.
Jay, born Jason Mizell,
formed Run-DMC in the
early 1980s with Darryl "DMC"
McDaniels and Joseph Sim-
mons, known as DJ Run
and Rev. Run. Together, the
hat-wearing, Adidas-loving
friends from the Hollis section
of Queens built arap jugger-
naut that helped the young
genre go mainstream.
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FILE - Pedestrians pass a mural, by artist Art1Airbrush, of rap pioneer Jam Master Jay of Run-DMC,
Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2020, in the Queens borough of New York. Opening statements are set for
Monday in the federal murder trial of Karl Jordan Jr. and Ronald Washington, who were arrested
in 2020 for the murder of Jam Master Jay.

They were the first rappers
with gold and platinum al-
bums and a Rolling Stone
cover. They were the first hip-
hop group with a video on
MTV, where their subsequent
1986 collaboration with Aero-
smith on the classic rockers'
"Walk This Way" would bust
through a wall between rap
and rock, literally doing so
in the accompanying music
video. The group was induct-
ed into the Rock & Roll Hall
of Fame in 2009.

"We always knew rap was
for everyone," Jay said in a

2001 MTV interview. "Any-
one could rap over all kinds
of music." Embracing rock
sounds, rap wordplay and
New York attitude, Run-DMC
notched hits talking about
things ranging from their
fame to people's foibles,
including perhaps the only
top-100 reference to some-
body accidentally eating
dog food. The group also
made clear where they
stood on drugs and crime.
"We are not thugs, we don't
use drugs," they declared
on the platinum-selling 1987

(AP Photo/John Minchillo, File)

single "lt's Tricky." The group
did an anti-drug public ser-
vice announcement and
shows, called for a day of
peace between warring Los
Angeles gangs, established
scholarships and held voter
registration drives at con-
certs.

Along the way, Jay opened
a 24/7 studio in Hollis and a
label, mentoring up-and-
comers including 50 Cent.
Jay was killed at that studio
on Oct. 30, 2002. His death
followed the drive-by shoot-
ings of Tupac Shakurin 1996

and The Notorious B.L.G. in
1997, a trio of hip-hop frag-
edies that frustrated investi-
gators for decades. A man
was charged in September
in Shakur's killing in Las Vegas
and has pleaded not guilty;
no one has been arrested in
The Notorious B.I.G.'s slaying
in Los Angeles.

More than $60,000 in rewards
were offered forinformation
on Jay's death. Theories
abounded. Police received
enough tips to fill 34 pages,
according to a court filing.
But the investigation lan-
guished as investigators said
they ran up against reluctant
witnesses.

Prosecutors have said in
court papers that the case
took crucial strides in the last
five years as they interviewed
new people, did more bal-
listics tests and got impor-
fant witnesses to cooperate,
among other steps.

But defense lawyers have
claimed the government
dragged its feet in indicting
Washington and Jordan,
making it harder for them
fo defend themselves.
Authorities say the two men
confronted Jay in his studio
after being buzzed in. Pros-
ecutors allege Washington
brandished a gun and or-
dered a witness to lie on the
floor, and Jordan shot the
37-year-old DJ in the head
and another witness in the

leg.d

In this grab taken from video, activists react after throwing soup
at the glass protecting the Mona Lisa, at the Louvre Museum,
Paris, Sunday. Jan. 28, 2024, shouting slogans advocating for a
sustainable food system. It comes as French farmers have been
protesting for days across the country against several issues,
including low wages.

By SYLVIE CORBET
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — Two climate

(AP Photo/Clement Lanot)

activists hurled soup Sun-
day af the glass protecting
the "Mona Lisa" at the Lou-

See the moment climate activists throw
soup at the ‘Mona Lisa’ in Paris

vre Museum in Paris and
shouted slogans advocat-
ing for a sustainable food
system.

In a video posted on social
media, two women with
the words "FOOD RIPOSTE"
wriften  on their T-shirts
could be seen passing un-
der a security barrier to get
closer to the painting and
throwing soup at the glass
protecting Leonardo da
Vinci's masterpiece.
"What's the most important
thing?" they shouted. "Art,
or right to a healthy and
sustainable food?"

"Our farming system is sick.
Our farmers are dying at
work," they added.

The Louvre employees
could then be seen putting
black panels in front of the
Mona Lisa and asking visi-
tors fo evacuate the room.
Paris police said that two
people were arrested fol-
lowing the incident.

On its website, the Food
Riposte group said the
French  government s
breaking its climate com-
mitments and called for
the equivalent of the coun-
fry's state-sponsored health

care system to be put in
place to give people bet-
ter access to healthy food
while providing farmers a
decent income.

Angry French farmers have
been using their tractors
for days to set up road
blockades and slow fraffic
across France to seek bet-
ter remuneration for their
produce, less red tape and
protection against cheap
imports. They also dumped
stinky agricultural waste at
the gates of government
offices.d
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Another big game by Travis Kelce gets the Ch

Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) celebrates his touchdown against the Baltimore
Ravens during the first half of an AFC Championship NFL football game, Sunday, Jan. 28, 2024, in
Baltimore.

By STEPHEN WHYNO

AP Sports Writer

BALTIMORE (AP) — Travis
Kelce delivered another
monster playoff perfor-
mance to put the defend-
ing champion Kansas City
Chiefs back in the Super
Bowl.

With pop star girlfriend
Taylor Swift, brother Jason
and mother Donna among
those in attendance, Kelce
made 11 catches for 116
yards and had a fouch-
down recepfion in the
Chiefs' 17-10 AFC champi-
onship game victory over
the Baltimore Ravens on
Sunday.

In the process, Kelce broke
Jerry Rice's NFL career re-
cord for the most catch-
es in the postseason. He
now has 156 in 21 playoff
games.

Kansas City is making a
fourth Super Bowl appear-
ance in five years and is
one victory against San
Francisco or Defroit from a
third NFL fitle in that span.
Kelce has three TDs this
postseason after two in a
divisional round victory at
Buffalo last week.

The favorite playmaker
of Chiefs quarterback
Patrick Mahomes, Kelce
came into the game with
1,694 yards receiving in the
playoffs, trailing only Rice's
2,245 in the league's re-
cord book.

Kelce, a four-tfime All-Pro
tight end and two-time Su-
per Bowl champion and

(AP Photo/Alex Brandon)

MVP, also ranks second to Rice in playoff touchdown

L1

iefs back to the Super Bowl
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Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) celebrates his

touchdown during the first half of the AFC Championship NFL
football game against the Baltimore Ravens, Sunday, Jan. 28,

2024, in Baltimore.

catches. Rice had 22, and
Kelce picked up his 19th on
a 19-yard catch from Mao-
homes in the first quarter.

The 34-year-old tight end
has been one of football's
most visible figures this sea-

(AP Photo/Nick Wass)
son, from his relationship
with Swift, who's at the peak
of her fame, to a starring
role in several TV commer-
cials that have plastered
his face all over game
broadcasts and beyond.]
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of Costa Linda Beach Resort
Water's Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure fo find!

Eagle Beach - When you think
of a restaurant that pleases the
needs of a whole family or a
large group of people with all
different tastes? Think Water's
Edge Restaurant. Located at
the shore of Aruba’s most won-
derful beach, The Eagle Beach
Aruba. Water's Edge Restau-
rant is guaranteed to serve you
a fantastic magical night to re-
member. Whether you prefer to
enjoy the view from indoors air
conditioned comfort, outdoors in
the soft tropical breeze or under
a palapa with your toes in the
sand. This spectacular restaurant
offers the best ocean view sun-
set or sky full of stars dinner while
the crispy Caribbean night wind
caresses your face and plays
with your hair.

From the minute you arrive there
will be a great staff welcoming
you with the most contagious
smiles and warmth. The infense
menu with a great variety of ap-
petizers, main courses and deli-
cious desserts will not disappoint.
Seafood, Steaks and interna-
tional favorites. All on one menu
specially made just for you.

Culinary Voyage

Start  your gastronomic jour-

ney with a scrumptious ap-
petizer such as the Maryland
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy

Calamari or the mouthwatering
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp.
You can also opt for a classic
French Onion Soup, a Lobster
Bisque or the famously Water's
Edge House Wedge, a crisp
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce
topped with homemade blue
cheese dressing, diced tomo-
toes, chopped bacon, caramel-
ized pecans and blue cheese
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic
reduction. This followed by the
Chef's special of seafood such
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned
and grilled, topped with lemon
cilantro butter and served with
homemade mashed potatoes
and fresh asparagus, a nice
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet-
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will
have their fix with choices of a
devourable 220z. Bone-In “Tom-
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in
garlic infused oil and finished in
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our
steaks options are seasoned with
a blend of kosher salt and freshly
cracked black pepper. Served
with homemade mashed potao-
toes, seasoned vegetables and
a choice of red wine reduction,
green peppercorn demi glace,
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue
cheese butter. For exfra sides the
opftions are delectable. Fresh as-
paragus, seasonal vegetables,
mashed or baked potatoes, fries
or rice and beans. Combine
your personal choice with one of
the most exclusive wine from the
great selection of international
wines to compliment your dish.
Kids will enjoy every item of the
specially compiled kids menu
and there are also optional dish-
es for all vegans, vegetarians
and gluten-free guests. To end
the culinary voyage with some
luscious sweetness, the desserts
are wild. From a piece of coco-
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot
cake, chocolate brownie or our
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and
amaretto served with choco-
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LTIMATE CARIBBEAN EXPERIENCE

www.costalinda-aruba.com
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late sauce and coffee jelly. Not
to mention the fresh and light
piece of key lime pie.

Creating memories

If you are planning a birthday
dinner, here you will receive a
nice bofttle of champagne to
take home with you to extend
your experience even further
whether on the beach or your
own private balcony.

Live entertainment

Just about every day of the
week, there is a different live
entertainment by the best local
artists for you to enjoy. Whether
you're in a romantic mood, or
more in a swinging mood, there
is absolutely a night especially
for you where you can combine
great music with delicious cock-
fails mixed with concoctions. In
addition, Water's Edge offers
three daily Happy Hours from
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again
from ?pm-10pm with all premium
brands specially priced.

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Whether you join us for breakfast,
lunch or dinner, Water's Edge
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed
and inspirational dining experi-
ence overlooking the beautiful
Eagle Beach with spectacular
ocean views. Gather with friends
and family for drinks and appe-
tizers or a night of pampering
and relaxation.

Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart

Thank you to all our guests
From the bottom of our hearts,
we would like to Thank all of
our guests who showed us
so much love and support
all throughout the year, and
hopefully will continue to do so
in the years fo come. What we
are most grateful for is that we
could get back to doing what
we love, which is looking after
our guests. So, thank you for
every dinner, lunch, breakfast,
every to-go order, every glass
of wine, every birthday, an-
niversary and date-night that
you spent with us this last year.
To our new guests, Welcome!
We hope you to see you back
soon!d

7} WATER'’S EDGE

RESTAURANT & BAR

“"Water's Edge Restaurant is
where magnificent beach views,
amazing food and excellent
service come together.”

Water's Edge is open daily from
8am - 11pm

To reserve your table please
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or
direct line +297 586-9494

For more information about
the menus, entertainment and
hours, please visit the welbsite
watersedge-aruba.com



