
By Michael R. Sisak, Jake 
Offenhartz and Jennifer Peltz
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Aggrieved 
and defiant, former President 
Donald Trump spent a day in 
court Monday for the some-
times testy start of a trial in a 
fraud lawsuit that could cost 
him control of Trump Tower 
and other prized properties.
 “Disgraceful trial,” he de-
clared during a lunch break, 
after listening to lawyers for 
New York Attorney General 
Letitia James excoriate him 
as a habitual liar. The state’s 
lawsuit accuses the business 
mogul-turned-politician and 
his company of deceiving 
banks, insurers and others 
by misstating his wealth for 
years in financial statements.
 “They were lying year after 
year after year,” Kevin Wal-
lace, a lawyer in James’ 
office, said as Trump sat at 
the defense table. He looked 
straight ahead, arms crossed, 
facing away from a screen 
that showed details of Wal-
lace’s presentation.
Trump denies wrongdoing 
and voluntarily attended a 
trial that he called a “sham,” 
a “scam,” a waste of the 

state’s time and “a continu-
ation of the single greatest 
witch hunt of all time.” Cur-
rently the Republican front-
runner in the 2024 presiden-
tial race, he reiterated claims 
that James, a Democrat, is 
trying to thwart his bid to re-
turn to the White House.
 “What we have here is an 
attempt to hurt me in an 
election,” he said outside 
court, adding, “I don’t think 
the people of this country are 
going to stand for it.”
Trump sneered at James as 
he passed her on his way out 
at lunchtime; she left smiling. 
Meanwhile, his campaign 
immediately began fund-
raising off the appearance.
But Trump left for the day 
claiming he’d scored a vic-
tory, pointing to comments 
that he viewed as Judge 
Arthur Engoron coming 
around to the defense view 
that most of the suit’s allega-
tions are too old.
The judge suggested that 
testimony about Trump’s 
2011 financial statement 
was beyond the legal time 
limit. Wallace promised to 
link it to a more recent loan 
agreement, but Trump took 

the judge’s remarks as an 
“outstanding” development 
for him.
Engoron ruled last week that 
Trump committed fraud in 
his business dealings. If up-
held on appeal, the ruling 
could force Trump to give 
up New York properties in-
cluding Trump Tower, a Wall 
Street office building, golf 
courses and a suburban 

estate. Trump has called it 
a “a corporate death pen-
alty” and insisted the judge, 
a Democrat, is unfair and out 
to get him.
The non-jury trial concerns 
six remaining claims in the 
lawsuit, including allegations 
of conspiracy, insurance 
fraud and falsifying business 
records. Engoron said that 
neither side sought a jury and 

that state law doesn’t allow 
for juries when suits seek not 
only money but a court order 
setting out something a de-
fendant must do or not do.
James is seeking $250 mil-
lion in penalties and a ban 
on Trump doing business in 
New York.
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Former President Donald Trump speaks to reporters as he leaves New York Supreme Court in New 
York, Monday, Oct. 2, 2023. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig)
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By Michael Hill
Associated Press
MOREAU, N.Y. (AP) — Hun-
dreds of law enforcement 
officers, forest rangers and 
others searched an ex-
panding swath of upstate 
New York on Monday for 
a 9-year-old girl who van-
ished during a camping 
trip over the weekend.
Charlotte Sena disap-
peared while riding her bi-
cycle Saturday evening in 
Moreau Lake State Park, 
about 35 miles (60 kilome-
ters) north of Albany, ac-
cording to the state police. 
Police fear she may have 
been abducted.
The girl's family pleaded 
with the public for help in 
finding Charlotte, including 
providing any tips to the 
state police.
 “We just want her re-
turned safely like any par-
ent would," the family said 
in a statement. “No tip is 
too small, please call if you 
know anything at all.”
About 400 people took 
part in the search Monday, 
up from more than 100 the 
day before, state police 
said. The searchers includ-
ed state and local police, 
forest rangers, local volun-

teer firefighters, and some 
private search and rescue 
groups, officials said. Au-
thorities also requested 
help from the FBI.
The search expanded over 
46 linear miles (74 linear ki-
lometers) by Monday, with 
much of the area heavily 
wooded.
Troopers set up several 
checkpoints on the wind-
ing, rural roads around the 
park. They stopped drivers 
and asked if they knew the 
family, had seen the girl’s 
photo or had any other in-
formation that could help 
the search. They also had 
some drivers open their 
trunks.q
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“No matter how powerful 
you are, and no matter how 
much money you think you 
have, no one is above the 
law,” she said on her way 
into the courthouse.
Trump says that James and 
the judge are undervaluing 
such assets as his Mar-a-Lago 
resort in Palm Beach, Florida. 
He and his lawyers also main-
tain that disclaimers on his 
financial statements made 
clear 

The former president, his two 
eldest sons, Trump Organi-
zation executives and fixer-
turned-foe Michael Cohen 
are all listed among dozens 
of potential witnesses.
Trump isn’t expected to tes-
tify for several weeks. His trip 
to court Monday marked a 
remarkable departure from 
his past practice.
Trump didn’t go to court as 
either a witness or a specta-
tor when his company and 
one of its top executives was 
convicted of tax fraud last 

year. He didn’t show, either, 
for a civil trial earlier this year 
in which a jury found him li-
able for sexually assaulting 
the writer E. Jean Carroll in 
a department store dressing 
room.
This time, “I wanted to watch 
this witch hunt myself,” he 
said outside court.
In a recent court filing, 
James’ office alleged Trump 
exaggerated his wealth by 
as much as $3.6 billion.
He claimed his three-story 
Trump Tower penthouse, 
replete with gold-plated fix-
tures, was nearly three times 
its actual size and worth $327 
million, far more than any 
New York City apartment 
ever has fetched, James 
said. He valued Mar-a-Lago 
as high as $739 million — 
more than 10 times a more 
reasonable estimate of its 
worth, James maintained.
 “Every estimate was de-
termined by Mr. Trump,” 
Wallace said in his opening 
statement. He pointed to 
pretrial testimony by Trump 
Organization figures and 
ex-insiders including Cohen, 
who said the company esti-

mated assets to get to a pre-
determined number “that 
Mr. Trump wanted.”
Wallace said the alleged 
scheme got the company 
better loan rates, saving it 
$100 million in interest.
 “They hid their weakness-
es and convinced these 
banks to take on hundreds 
of millions of dollars in risk,” 
he said, adding, “While the 
defendants can exagger-
ate to Forbes magazine or 
on television, they cannot do 
it while conducting business 
in the state of New York.”
Defense lawyers said the 
financial statements were 
legitimate representations 
of prime properties that can 
command top dollar.
“That is not fraud. That is 
real estate,” attorney Alina 

Habba said in an opening 
statement. She accused the 
attorney general’s office of 
“setting a very dangerous 
precedent for all business 
owners in the state of New 
York.”
Defense experts will testify 
that valuing properties is 
subjective, Trump attorneys 
said. He and his lawyers have 
also argued that no one was 
harmed by anything in the 
financial statements, which 
were given to banks to se-
cure loans and to financial 
magazines to justify his place 
among the world’s billion-
aires.
Banks that made loans to 
him were fully repaid. Busi-
ness partners made money. 
And Trump’s own company 
flourished.q

Former President Donald Trump, center, speaks to the media 
upon arriving at New York Supreme Court, Monday, Oct. 2, 2023, 
in New York. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig)

This photo provided by her 
family on Monday, Oct. 2, 
2023, shows Charlotte Sena, 
9, who vanished during a 
camping trip in upstate New 
York. 

(Family photo via AP)

Hundreds join search for 9-year-old 
girl who vanished during camping 
trip in upstate New York park
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The Supreme Court opens its new term with a case about prison 
terms for drug dealers
By Mark Sherman
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court opened its 
new term Monday with a 
case about prison terms for 
drug dealers and rejections 
of hundreds of appeals, in-
cluding one from an attor-
ney who pushed a plan to 
keep former President Don-
ald Trump in power.
The court turned away at-
torney John Eastman's ef-
fort to have a lower-court 
ruling thrown out that said 
Eastman and Trump had 
“more likely than not” com-
mitted a crime by trying to 
keep Congress from certi-
fying President Joe Biden's 
victory in the 2020 election.
Justice Clarence Thomas, 
who once employed East-
man as a law clerk, did not 
take part in the court's con-
sideration of Eastman's ap-
peal.
The only case argued Mon-
day concerns the meaning 
of the word “and” in a fed-
eral law dealing with prison 
terms for low-level drug 
dealers. The length of thou-
sands of sentences a year 
is at stake.
 “I think this is a very hard 
case,” Justice Amy Coney 

Barrett said during 90 min-
utes of arguments that did 
not suggest how the court 
might rule.
The term is shaping up as 
an important one for social 
media as the court contin-
ues to grapple with apply-
ing older laws and rulings to 
the digital age.
Several cases also confront 
the court with the continu-
ing push by conservatives 
to constrict federal regula-
tory agencies. On Tuesday, 
the court will hear a chal-
lenge that could disrupt 
the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau.
The court also is dealing 
with the fallout from ma-

jor rulings a year ago that 
overturned Roe v. Wade 
and expanded gun rights. 
A gun case will be argued 
in November. 
Limits on mifepristone, a 
drug used in the most com-
mon method of abortion, 
could be before the court 
by spring.
Among the bigger un-
knowns is whether any dis-
putes will reach the court 
involving the prosecution 
of Trump or efforts to keep 
the Republican off the 
2024 ballot because of the 
Constitution’s insurrection 
clause.
Apart from cases, the jus-
tices are discussing a first-

ever code of conduct, 
though disagreements re-
main, Justice Elena Kagan 
said recently.
The push to codify ethical 
standards for the justices 
stems from a series of stories 
questioning some of their 
practices. 
Many of those stories fo-
cused on Thomas and his 
failure to disclose travel 
and other financial ties with 
wealthy conservative do-
nors, including Harlan Crow 
and the Koch brothers. But 
Justices Samuel Alito and 
Sonia Sotomayor also have 
been under scrutiny.
On Monday, Thomas did 
not explain his decision to 

stay out of Eastman's case, 
which involved emails that 
Eastman was trying to keep 
from the House committee 
that investigated the Jan. 
6, 2021 attack on the Capi-
tol.
Some of those emails, since 
made public, are between 
Eastman and another law-
yer, Kenneth Chesebro, in 
which they mention Thom-
as as their best hope to 
get the Supreme Court to 
intervene in the election 
outcome in a case from 
Georgia.
Trump, Eastman and Che-
sebro are among 19 people 
who have been indicted in 
Fulton County, Georgia, for 
their efforts to overturn the 
2020 election.
Life at the court has more 
or less returned to its pre-
COVID-19 normal over the 
past two years, though ar-
guments last much longer 
than they used to and So-
tomayor, who has diabe-
tes, continues to wear a 
mask on the bench . 
One other change that re-
sulted from the coronavi-
rus pandemic remains: The 
court is livestreaming audio 
of all its arguments. Cam-
eras remain forbidden.q

The Supreme Court is seen on April 21, 2023, in Washington. The new term of the high court begins 
next Monday, Oct. 2. 

(AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)

The Pentagon warns Congress it is running low on money to 
replace weapons sent to Ukraine
By Lolita Baldor and 
Tara Copp
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Pentagon is warning Con-
gress that it is running low 
on money to replace 
weapons the U.S. has sent 
to Ukraine and has already 
been forced to slow down 
resupplying some troops, 
according to a letter sent 
to congressional leaders.
The letter, obtained by The 
Associated Press, urges 
Congress to replenish fund-
ing for Ukraine. Congress 
averted a government 
shutdown by passing a 
short-term funding bill over 
the weekend, but the mea-
sure dropped all assistance 
for Ukraine in the battle 
against Russia.
Pentagon Comptroller Mi-

chael McCord told House 
and Senate leaders there is 
$1.6 billion left of the $25.9 
billion Congress provided to 
replenish U.S. military stocks 
that have been flowing to 
Ukraine. The weapons in-
clude millions of rounds of 
artillery, rockets and missiles 
critical to Ukraine's counter-
offensive aimed at taking 
back territory gained by 
Russia in the war.
In addition, the U.S. has 
about $5.4 billion left to pro-
vide weapons and equip-
ment from its stockpiles. The 
U.S. would have already 
run out of that funding if the 
Pentagon hadn't realized 
earlier this year that it had 
overvalued the equipment 
it had already sent, freeing 
up about $6.2 billion. Some 
of that has been sent in re-

cent months.
McCord said the U.S. has 
completely run out of 
long-term funding for Kyiv 
through the Ukraine Se-
curity Assistance Initiative, 
which providesmoney to 
contract for future weap-
ons.
 “We have already been 
forced to slow down the 
replenishment of our own 
forces to hedge against an 
uncertain funding future,” 
McCord said in the letter. 
“Failure to replenish our 
military services on a timely 
basis could harm our mili-
tary's readiness.”
He added that without ad-
ditional funding now, the 
U.S. will have to delay or cur-
tail air defense weapons, 
ammunition, drones and 
demolition and breaching 

equipment that are “criti-
cal and urgent now as Rus-
sia prepares to conduct a 
winter offensive.”
President Joe Biden said 
Sunday that while the aid 
will keep flowing for now, 
time is running out.

 “We cannot under any cir-
cumstances allow Ameri-
ca’s support for Ukraine to 
be interrupted,” Biden said. 
“We have time, not much 
time, and there’s an over-
whelming sense of urgen-
cy.” q

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, speaks with Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a wreath laying ceremony at the 
9/11 Pentagon Memorial, Sept. 21, 2023, in Washington, as first 
lady of Ukraine, Olena Zelenska, looks on. 

(AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)
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5 died of exposure to chemical in central 
Illinois crash, preliminary autopsies find

By john O’Connor
Associated Press
SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) — Five 
people died from exposure 
to a chemical that spilled 
after a semitruck over-
turned in central Illinois, ac-
cording to autopsies con-
ducted Monday.
Effingham County Coroner 
Kim Rhodes said official 
results from the autopsies 
won't be available for sev-
eral weeks. The victims of 
the multi-vehicle crash in 
Teutopolis, about 110 miles 
(177 kilometers) northeast 
of St. Louis, were Teutopo-
lis resident Kenneth Bryan, 
34, and his children, Walker 
Bryan, 10 and Rosie Bryan, 
7; Danny J. Smith, 67 of New 

Haven, Missouri; and Vasile 
Cricovan, 31, of Twinsburg, 
Ohio, were killed.
The tanker traveling on U.S. 
40 Saturday night veered 
to the right to avoid a col-
lision when another vehicle 
tried to pass it. It toppled 
and hit the trailer hitch of 
a vehicle parked just off 
the road. The tanker jack-
knifed and was left with a 
6-inch (15-centimeter) hole 
in the chemical container, 
according to the Nation-
al Transportation Safety 
Board.
The crash spilled more 
than half of the tanker’s 
7,500-gallon (28,390-liter) 
load of anhydrous ammo-
nia — a chemical that can 

burn or corrode organic tis-
sue. It is used by farmers to 
add nitrogen fertilizer to the 
soil, and can act as a refrig-
erant in the cooling systems 
of large buildings such as 
warehouses and factories.
Tom Chapman, a member 
of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, said 
Sunday that the remainder 
of the cargo had been re-
moved and taken to a se-
cure location as part of the 
board’s investigation.
The toxic plume released 
forced the temporary 
evacuation of about 500 
Teutopolis residents within a 
1-mile (1.6-kilometer radius) 
of the crash site.
Gina Willenborg, 36, and 
her husband, Jeff, were re-
turning from an out-of-town 
wedding when a relative 
called about the evacua-
tion. Willenborg said they 
were anxious to get home, 
where a babysitter was 
watching their three chil-
dren, ages 7, 5 and 2.
Their car was deep in the 

highway blockade in Ef-
fingham, 4 miles (6.4 kilo-
meters) west of Teutopolis, 
where police were turning 
away most drivers. Jeff Wil-
lenborg rushed to the front 
and told authorities they 
had to get by to retrieve 
their children.
 “We got that call that there 
are people passing out. 
You don't know what's true, 
what’s not, but we could 
start to smell something,” 
Gina Willenborg said. “We 
start freaking out and so I 
called the sitter and said, 
‘Just go ahead, wake the 
kids up and just get out.’”
They were able to meet the 
babysitter at the children's 
daycare back in Effing-
ham.
 “Everyone’s hearts are just 
broken,” Gina Willenborg 
said. People’s lives “have 
been taken and other peo-
ple are going to be having 
long, lingering effects,” she 
said.
Rhodes reported that five 
people, ranging in ages 18 

to 61, were airlifted to hos-
pitals.
Officials at GoFundMe said 
campaigns to defray ex-
penses have been estab-
lished for the Bryan family 
and Cricovan.
Ping's Tavern, on the edge 
of the evacuation zone, on 
Sunday raised $7,000 for 
the Bryan family, accord-
ing to a Facebook post.
According to the American 
Chemical Society, anhy-
drous ammonia is carried 
around the United States by 
pipeline, trucks and trains.
In addition to having a com-
mercial driver’s license, the 
person behind the wheel 
of a toxic-substance tank-
er must study further and 
successfully complete a 
test for a hazardous mate-
rial endorsement, said Don 
Schaefer, CEO of the Mid-
West Truckers Association. 
But unless posted other-
wise, there are no restric-
tions on transporting anhy-
drous ammonia on a public 
road, Schaefer said.q

Emergency responders set up a staging area near Teutopolis 
High School on Saturday, Sept. 30, 2023, in Teutopolis, Ill. 

(Jeff Long/Effington Daily News via AP, File)

Elon Musk facing defamation lawsuit in Texas over posts that 
falsely identified man in protest
Associated Press
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A 
California man who says 
he was harassed after Elon 
Musk amplified posts on his 
social media platform X, 
formerly known as Twitter, 
that falsely placed the man 
at a confrontation involving 
far-right protesters sued the 
billionaire for defamation in 
a lawsuit filed Monday.
Benjamin Brody, 22, is rep-
resented by Mark Bankston, 
a Texas attorney who won 
a defamation case last 
year against conspiracy 
theorist Alex Jones in a law-
suit brought by families of 
the Sandy Hook Elementa-
ry shooting. Brody is seeking 
a jury trial in Austin, Texas, 
and unspecified damages 
of at least $1 million.
Attorneys for Musk did not 
immediately respond to 
requests for comment left 
through a spokesperson.
In June, video posted to X 
showed a confrontation 
involving protesters near 

a Pride festival in Oregon. 
Some of those involved 
wore the same colors of the 
Proud Boys extremist group, 
according to The Orego-
nian. On X, some users 

falsely identified one of the 
participants as Brody, high-
lighting his post-college 
plans to work for the gov-
ernment to spread base-
less assertions that federal 

agents were involved.
The lawsuit includes screen-
shots of Musk engaging 
with users spreading the 
posts involving Brody, in-
cluding one in which Musk 

described it as a “probable 
false flag situation.” Brody, 
a recent college gradu-
ate who said he was in 
California when the event 
happened, came under 
harassment because of 
Musk's reach, according to 
the lawsuit.
The posts by Musk were still 
on X as of Monday.
It is not the first time Musk 
has been sued for defama-
tion. He defeated a lawsuit 
in 2019 from a British cave 
explorer who claimed he 
was branded a pedophile 
when the Tesla CEO called 
him “pedo guy” on what 
was then called Twitter.
Musk's tech company has 
also taken others to court 
over what is posted on the 
site. In August, X sued a 
group of researchers over 
accusations that their work 
highlighting an increase in 
hate speech on the plat-
form cost the company mil-
lions of dollars of advertis-
ing revenue. q

Twitter, now X. Corp., and Tesla CEO Elon Musk poses before his talks with French President 
Emmanuel Macron, May 15, 2023, at the Elysee Palace in Paris.

Associated Press
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Officials say 2 are still missing after a Spanish 
nightclub fire killed 13. The club lacked a permit
Associated Press
MADRID (AP) — Authori-
ties in the southern Spanish 
city of Murcia said Monday 
that two people believed 
to have been in a night-
club where 13 others died 
in a fire are still missing and 
that the club was operat-
ing without a permit.
The town hall's announce-
ment on X, formerly known 
as Twitter, came after Fran-
cisco Jiménez, the central 
government's official for 
the region, earlier said all 
the missing had been lo-
cated and no more bodies 
had been found. Jiménez 
later said there had been 

confusion in the figures for 
the missing.
Jiménez said the dead in-
cluded the nationals of 
Spain, Colombia, Ecuador 
and Nicaragua. It was not 
known how many people 
were in the club when the 
fire broke out at 6 a.m. Sun-
day. It was the deadliest 
nightclub blaze in Spain 
since 43 people were killed 
in Zaragoza in 1990.
On Monday, firefighters 
and police continued to 
assess damage before be-
ginning to search for clues 
as to how the fire started.
The blaze started in one 
nightclub and spread to 

two others nearby, Span-
ish state news agency EFE 
said. All the bodies were 
found in the first nightclub. 
Twenty-four people were 
injured but none was hospi-
talized. Murcia town hall re-
ported that authorities had 
rejected permit renewals 
for the two nightclubs and 
ordered them closed in 
2022. The city said it would 
investigate how the clubs 
had continued operating.
Representatives of the 
clubs denied on Span-
ish national television that 
they had been operating 
illegally.
The city council declared 

three days of mourning 
with flags flown at half-staff 
on public buildings. A min-

ute's silence was held out-
side Murcia´s town hall at 
noon Monday.q

In this photo provided by Bomberos/ayuntamiento de Murcia, 
part of the burned-out interior a nightclub which caught fire is 
pictured in Murcia, south-eastern Spain, Sunday Oct. 1, 2023. 

(Bomberos/ayuntamiento de Murcia, via AP)

Britain's Treasury chief raises the minimum wage but angers some 
colleagues by ruling out tax cuts
By Jill Lawless
Associated Press
MANCHESTER, England (AP) 
— Britain’s Treasury chief 
announced a hike in the 
national minimum wage 
Monday, as the governing 
Conservative Party tries to 
persuade voters it is on the 
side of workers who are 
struggling financially.
But Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer Jeremy Hunt ruled 
out tax cuts, saying they 
would fuel inflation.
 “I do want us to have lower 
taxes,” Hunt told Sky News 
before giving a speech at 
the party's annual confer-
ence. But he said “it’s very 
difficult to see” it happen-
ing this year.
That message was not 
what many Conservatives 
at the party's conference 
in Manchester wanted to 
hear. Hundreds of them 
packed a room to applaud 
as former Prime Minister Liz 
Truss — whose seven weeks 
in office last year plunged 
Britain's economy into cri-
sis — demanded Hunt slash 
taxes in his fall budget next 
month.
Hunt told conference del-
egates that the hourly rate 
for workers 23 and older 
will rise in April from 10.42 
pounds ($12.70) to at least 
11 pounds ($13.40). The ex-
act amount will be set af-
ter a recommendation by 

the Low Pay Commission, 
an advisory body, but Hunt 
more than 2 million workers 
will see pay increases.
Hunt also pledged to freeze 
civil service recruitment to 
cut costs and to toughen 
the rules on social benefits 
in an attempt to stem the 
flow of working-age peo-
ple out of the workforce, a 
trend that has accelerated 
since the coronavirus pan-
demic.
 “It isn’t fair that someone 
who refuses to look seriously 
for a job gets the same as 
someone trying their best,” 

he said, in remarks that 
drew concern from anti-
poverty groups.
The party is trying to sprinkle 
voter-pleasing measures 
such as the minimum wage 
increase at the confer-
ence, which may be the 
last before a national elec-
tion due in 2024. But the 
government’s spending 
power is constricted by the 
U.K.’s sluggish economy 
and stubbornly high infla-
tion that hit double digits 
last year, and now stands 
just below 7%.
The result was a grab-bag 

of generally inexpensive 
policy announcements: a 
ban on children using cell-
phones in school, a curb on 
local authorities slapping “ 
excessive fines on motor-
ists” and a push for “smart-
er regulation.”
Opponents see a govern-
ment that has run out of big 
ideas and a party heading 
for defeat. The right-of-cen-
ter Tories, in power since 
2010, are lagging far be-
hind the center-left opposi-
tion Labour Party in opinion 
polls. Voters are weary af-
ter years of political turmoil 

over the U.K.’s exit from the 
European Union, the pan-
demic and a cost-of-living 
crisis fueled by Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine last year.
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, 
who took office just under 
a year ago, is facing grum-
bling — and even open re-
bellion — from some Con-
servative members and 
lawmakers.
Sunak steadied the econ-
omy after his predecessor 
Truss crashed the pound 
and trashed Britain’s repu-
tation for fiscal prudence 
with her tax-slashing eco-
nomic plans.
But many Conservatives 
doubt whether Sunak, the 
party’s fifth leader since 
2016, can restore its popu-
larity to the level that saw 
the party win an 80-seat 
majority in the 650-seat 
House of Commons in 2019. 
The prime minister then, Bo-
ris Johnson, resigned in mid-
2022 amid scandals over 
his ethics and judgment.
In recent weeks, Sunak has 
sought to take the initiative 
with a clutch of measures 
depicted as easing the 
economic burden on tax-
payers. He has delayed a 
ban on selling new gas and 
diesel cars and watered 
down other green mea-
sures that he said imposed 
“unacceptable costs” on 
ordinary people.q

Chancellor of the Exchequer Jeremy Hunt arrives on stage to deliver his keynote speech to the 
Conservative Party annual conference in Manchester, England, Monday Oct. 2, 2023. 

(Stefan Rousseau/PA via AP)
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Brazil's government starts expelling non-Indigenous people from 
two native territories in the Amazon
By Mauricio Savarese
Associated Press
SAO PAULO (AP) — Brazil’s 
government on Monday 
began removing thou-
sands of non-Indigenous 
people from two native ter-
ritories in a move that will 
affect thousands who live 
in the heart of the Amazon 
rainforest.
The South American na-
tion’s intelligence agency 
ABIN said in a statement 
that the goal is to return the 
Apyterewa and Trincheira 
Bacaja lands in Para state 
to the original peoples. It 
did not say whether or not 
the expulsion of non-Indig-
enous people has been en-
tirely peaceful.
The territories are located 
around the municipali-
ties of Sao Felix do Xingu, 
Altamira, Anapu and Se-
nador Jose Porfirio in Para 
state. Brazil's government 
said the country’s Supreme 
Court and other judges had 
ordered the operation.
Indigenous groups esti-
mate more than 10,000 
non-Indigenous people are 
living inside the two territo-
ries. ABIN said as many as 
2,500 Indigenous people 
live in 51 villages within.
 “The presence of strangers 
on Indigenous land threat-

ens the integrity of the In-
digenous (people) and 
causes other damages, 
such as the destruction of 
forests,” the agency said in 
its statement. It added that 
about 1,600 families live il-
legally in that region with 
some involved in illegal ac-
tivities such as cattle raising 
and gold mining. "They also 
destroy native vegetation.”

The Apyterewa territory 
had the most deforestation 
of any Indigenous land in 
Brazil for four years running, 
according to official data. 
Footage obtained by lo-
cal media and shared on 
social media in September 
showed hundreds of non-
Indigenous people living in 
a newly built town with res-
taurants, bars and church-

es deep inside the lands of 
the Parakana.
Other authorities that par-
ticipated in the action on 
Monday included Brazil's 
ministry of Indigenous Peo-
ples, environment protec-
tion agency IBAMA, the 
federal police and armed 
forces, among many oth-
ers. Several of those bod-
ies were defanged and did 

little to protect Indigenous 
peoples’ territories during 
the far-right administration 
of former President Jair Bol-
sonaro between 2019 and 
2022. Brazil’s President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva began 
rebuilding environment 
protection agencies and 
has so far created eight 
protected areas for Indig-
enous people. Soon after 
the beginning of his admin-
istration, his government 
expelled thousands of gold 
miners from the massive 
Yanomami Indigenous terri-
tory in the northern state of 
Roraima.
State and federal authori-
ties this year also dislodged 
landgrabbers from the Alto 
Rio Guama territory. They 
threatened forcible expul-
sion of those settlers fail-
ing to leave, and pledged 
to eliminate access roads 
and irregular installations; 
nearly all of the illegal resi-
dents departed voluntarily.
Encroachment on such ter-
ritories over recent years 
prompted Brazil’s top court 
on Thursday to enshrine 
Indigenous land rights by 
denying a suit backed 
by farmers that sought to 
block an Indigenous group 
from expanding the size of 
its territorial claim.q

Indigenous Xikrin warriors return from a failed attempt to expel land squatters from the Trincheira 
Bacaja Indigenous Indigenous territory, in Brazilian Amazon, Para state, Brazil, Aug. 24, 2019. 

(AP Photo/Fabiano Maisonnave)

UN Security Council approves sending a 
Kenya-led force to Haiti to fight violent gangs

By Danica Coto
Associated Press
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— The U.N. Security Council 
voted Monday to send a 
multinational force to Haiti 
led by Kenya to help com-
bat violent gangs in the 
troubled Caribbean coun-
try.
The resolution drafted by 

the U.S. and Ecuador was 
approved with 13 votes in 
favor and two abstentions 
from China and the Russia 
Federation.
The resolution authorizes 
the force to deploy for one 
year, with a review after 
nine months. It comes near-
ly a year after Haiti's prime 
minister requested the im-

mediate deployment of 
an armed force and would 
mark the first time a force 
is deployed to Haiti since 
a U.N.-approved mission 
nearly 20 years ago.
 “More than just a simple 
vote, this is in fact an ex-
pression of solidarity with a 
population in distress,” said 
Jean Victor Généus, Haiti’s 
foreign affairs minister. “It’s 
a glimmer of hope for the 
people who have been 
suffering for too long.”
A deployment date has 
not been set, although U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken recently said a se-
curity mission to Haiti could 
deploy “in months.”
Meanwhile, Kenya’s For-
eign Affairs Minister, Alfred 

Mutua, said last week that 
the force could deploy 
within two to three months, 
or possibly early January. 
He also noted that key of-
ficers are being taught 
French.
It wasn’t immediately clear 
how big the force would 
be. Kenya’s government 
has previously proposed 
sending 1,000 police offi-
cers. In addition, Jamaica, 
the Bahamas and Antigua 
and Barbuda also have 
pledged to send person-
nel.
 “With this action, the coun-
cil has ignited a beacon of 
hope for the beleaguered 
people of Haiti,” said Mar-
tin Kimani, Kenya's U.N. rep-
resentative.

Last month, the administra-
tion of U.S. President Joe 
Biden promised to provide 
logistics and $100 million 
to support the Kenyan-led 
force.
About 60% of Haiti's more 
than 11 million people earn 
less than $2 a day, with 
poverty deepening further 
in recent years as inflation 
spikes.
The deployment of an 
armed force is expected 
to restore peace and se-
curity to Haiti so it also can 
hold long-awaited general 
elections that have been 
repeatedly promised by 
Prime Minister Ariel Henry 
after the July 2021 assassi-
nation of President Jovenel 
Moïse.q

Secretary of State Antony Blinken, right, meets with Kenya's 
President William Ruto, left, Thursday, Sept. 21, 2023, in New York.

 (AP Photo/Jason DeCrow, Pool)
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The Casino Aruba at Hilton hosts the  Caribbean Poker Series 2023 
Palm Beach - The 2023 edition of 
the Caribbean Poker Series un-
folded at the Hilton Aruba Carib-
bean Resort & Casino, Septem-
ber 21st to October 1st.

Following its successful of previ-
ous years, the tournament again 
is enjoying the unique hospi-
tality of the Casino Aruba with 
US$150,000.- in guaranteed cash 
prizes.

The tournament includes ex-
citing rounds of poker almost 
around the clock, a tropical 
meet & greet pool-deck recep-
tion and an awards evening.

Most of the tournament action 
during the 10 tournament days 
took place in the Morris Lapidus 
Ballroom, Hilton Aruba Caribbe-
an Resort & Casino, where poker 
tables were especially set up for 
participants. More live poker is 
being played at the casino itself, 
in the Poker Room. 
With 14 Rings and the highly an-
ticipated Main Event Bracelet, 
on Sunday, poker enthusiasts 
showed up from around the 
world, to take part in the excit-
ing program.

Competitive poker, relaxation, 
and island splendor presented 
an opportunity to make memo-
ries, showcase players’ poker 
prowess, and experience the 
charm of Aruba like never be-
fore.
For more updates and informa-
tion, please visit www.tcaruba.
com/pages/caribbean-poker-
series-2023

The Poker Room at the casino 
is open from 3pm to 3am, offer-
ing 4-8 limit, 2-5 & 5-5 no limit, 
Texas Hold’em, Omaha & Tour-
naments. Live Table Games in-
clude Blackjack & Roulette, and 
Caribbean Stud Poker. Open 
11am to 3am, Monday to Sun-
day. You may apply for the ca-
sino membership card, it’s FREE 
and redeem points collected for 
prizes and surprises.

The Casino at the Hilton Aruba 
Caribbean Resort & Casino, is af-
filiated to Liv Casino at the Bar-
celo Aruba, and under the man-
agement of Island Gaming NV.

About the Hilton Aruba Carib-
bean Resort & Casino: Sun, a 
breeze, white sands, lush palm 
trees – welcome to your tropical 
getaway at Hilton Aruba Carib-
bean Resort & Casino. Relax, re-
juvenate at the beachfront spa, 
sip a daiquiri by two sparkling 
pools, and experience first class 
dining. Play the tables at the 
casino or learn to scuba dive, 
whether you’re here for a tour-
nament, a wedding or a family 
vacation, our amenities and re-
sort activities ensure it’s a memo-
rable stay.q
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Rhythms Circus Company Aruba: putting Aruba’s name on the world stage

Rhythms Circus Company Aru-
ba is a talented group of young 
people working daily to present 
their art in the form of acrobat-
ics, dancing, acting and singing. 
After an impactful participation 
in one of America’s biggest tal-
ent shows, they are now bringing 
their amazing talent to Aruba!

In a show full of light, music, and 
with performances to famous 
musical figures like Elvis Presley, 
Michael Jackson and Tina Turn-
er, the group consisting of 15 
people from various countries 
delights the audience with their 
artistic prowess at the Paseo Her-
encia Mall, every Wednesday 

and Friday starting at 7pm. Each 
day has a different show, so you 
can attend both nights for the 
complete experience!

The group, under the leadership 
of directors and creators Diego 
Jaramillo and Yamila Hernandez 
are opening the doors to the 
ballroom to our local audience 
as well as our visitors so that ev-
eryone can have the privilege 
of experiencing this wonderful 
show. 

Hernandez explained that the 
idea for this project started in 
2010 when she came to work in 
Aruba. After being on the island 
for a while she decided to stay 
and live here, and she met Di-
ego Jaramillo, who is currently 
her partner. Together they came 
with the idea to establish a com-
pany together with other profes-
sional artists, with the goal of liv-
ing from their art. 

Hernandez says that the work is 
hard – all of the performers are 
professional artists, and while the 
production of the show is not a 
challenge for them, selling the 
idea proved difficult since at the 
time, there weren’t any shows of 

its kind on the island. 

America’s Got Talent
Currently they are offering a 
show with music, choreogra-
phy and at the end, they have 
a shocking acrobatics ending, 
one that was seen my thousands 
of people around the world 
when the group travelled to Los 
Angeles in the United States to 
represent Aruba in America’s 
Got Talent. Hernandez said that 
the show was very important for 
them to meet the public present 
because people could experi-
ence this performance live and 
right before their eyes. 

Their presentation in America’s 
Got Talent “was incredible” and 
they were able to meet the jury 
and many other artists staying 
there for three months. But the 
exhaustion and physical toll was 
so great that Diego suffered an 

accident, and because of this, 
they had to cancel all future 
commitments. 

Reservations and tickets
To make a reservation to see 
this incredible display of creativ-
ity and acrobatics, scan the QR 
code which will take you directly 
to their website for a booking. 
To find more information about 
RCCA, please visit their Insta-
gram page @rccaruba.q

Enjoy one of the best views on Aruba at the top of the Hooiberg Hill
(Oranjestad)—If you are 
a regular hiker, or may-
be want to spice up your 
morning work out session, 
then you might enjoy one 
of the most popular climb-
ing sites on the island: The 
Hooiberg Hill. Accompa-
nied with a 600-step stair-
case, this hill overlooks a 
great part of the island, the 
Caribbean sea, and some-

times even the Santa Anna 
mountain located in the 
coastal state of  Falcon in 
Venezuela, providing one 
of the best views you can 
get on Aruba. 

located at the center dis-
trict of the island, Santa 
Cruz, the Hooiberg Hill is 
the second highest point 
on the island at 165 meters 

above sea level (or about 
540 feet above sea level). 
The highest point is Ja-
manota Hill at 189 meters 
(620 feet), located in the 
Arikok National Park. 

The staircase that run on 
the side of the hill was first 
built in 1951, when Mr. Edu-
ardo Tromp constructed it. 
At that time, the staircase 
consisted of 900 steps. 

Over time, as the steps 
faced erosion, the govern-
ment decided to renovate 
these stairs in 1991. This 
new project delivered the 
newer staircase with only 
587 steps. However, don’t 
be fooled—it may still be 
a work out to get on top. 
In addition, there is now a 
gazebo placed halfway up 
the stair for a little rest. The 
view at this resting stop is 
also a sight to see. 

The best time to climb the 
hill would be early in the 
morning or right before 
sunset, as it may not be as 
hot. However, the hill is of 
course open all day, every 
day. q
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Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Barceló Aruba!
(Oranjestad)—The Aruba Tourism Authority 
recently had the great pleasure of recognizing 
Distinguished Visitors of Aruba. This couple was 
honored with a certification honoring their years 
of visits, loyalty, and love for the island of Aruba. 

The honor certification is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism as a token of appreciation 
and to say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 years or more 
consecutively. 

The three honoring levels are as follows:

Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba)

The honorees were:

Distinguished Visitors of Aruba
Mr. Joseph Petri & Mrs. Maryann Pagliaro from 
New Jersey, United States.

Mr. Jonathan Boekhoudt representing the 

Aruba Tourism Authority, and staff members 
of the Barceló bestowed the certificate to the 
honorees, presented them with memorable 
gifts, and also thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their best-loved vacation destination, 
and as their home away from home. 

On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we 
would like to express our sincere gratitude 
and appreciation to the honorees for their 

continued visits to the “One Happy Island”. 
Top reasons for returning to Aruba provided by 
Mr. Petri & Mrs. Pagliaro were:

•	 “Aruba is our favorite island.”
•	 Aruba’s warm weather.
•	 Aruba’s friendly people.
•	 Aruba’s peacefulness. 
•	 “Aruba is our home away from home.”q

Aruba to me
ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va-
cation picture while enjoy-
ing our Happy Island. 

Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ……. Send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit-
ting photos, text or any oth-

er materials, you give per-
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with-
out compensation.

Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again.

For today we received a 

lovely message from Karen 
& Dennis McCarthy from 
Massachusetts, USA. 

They wrote to us saying: 
“What  Aruba means to us is 
of course the beautiful sun-
rises, sunsets, the food and 
the weather, the friendly 
people and the ocean but 
it’s more than that to us: 
it’s relaxation, rejuvena-
tion and taking the time 
to remember what’s really 
important in life: spending 
time with each other. We 
get caught up in the ev-
ery day life sometimes we 
forget what or who’s really 

important. We renewed 
our vows here seven years 
ago, we’ve been coming 
to the island for 19 years + 
and it’s become a part of 
us, it’s in our blood. Life is 
too short to miss a beat and 
this is where our hearts truly 
beat. Stress free, worry free 
even if only for the week 
we are here. It truly makes 
us happy and reconnect 
with each other. Thank you 
Aruba!”

Thank you for sending us this 
wonderful message sharing 
what Aruba means to you 
with us and our readers!q
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now
(Oranjestad)—The Aruban 
culture has seen many sub-
stantial developments over 
the course of a century. 
With the introduction of the 
Lago Refinery at the turn of 
the 20th century, followed 
by the breakout of the Sec-
ond World War and the 
general incentive for politi-
cal independence during 
the mid-century, a cultural 
identity on the island be-
gan to take form and have 
since developed through 
international and local in-
fluences. 

In the pre-industrial era of 
the 19th century, much 
could not be said about a 
cultural identity on the is-
land. Still being a part of a 
Dutch colonial territory at 
the time, as well as not hav-
ing political or economic 
autonomy (Curacao was 
the center of commerce, 
cultural life, and politi-
cal management of the 
Netherland Antilles at the 
time), the small population 
of Aruba consisted mostly 
of farmers and fishermen, 
tending to their crops and 
their cattle, or going out 
to fish to provide for their 
family. As Quito Nicolaas 
states in his article Historia 
di Literatura Arubiano: E 
Bida Cultural (Literary His-
tory of Aruba: Cultural Life), 
“during the pre-industrial 
period, there were no sig-
nificant economic activity 
that could have created 
a cultural ambience, with 
only one way to generate 
profit at the time for the sub 
existence of Aruban fami-
lies.”

It wasn’t until the intro-
duction of the Lago Refin-
ery in San Nicolas in 1928, 

that the island saw a small 
boom in cultural manifes-
tations and entertainment, 
as farmers left the ‘cunucu’ 
(country) life to work in the 
refinery, which resulted in 
Aruba acquiring a different 
economic pilar. Before this, 
entertainment and cultural 
manifestations were mostly 
experienced by local par-
ishes and the island’s elite, 
who often partook in cul-
tural and entertaining ac-
tivities around the island, 
like going to the movie the-
ater or coming together to 
share poetry on Sundays 
after church.  

Literary life
Throughout the 19th cen-
tury and up until the 1940s, 
there were also not much 
trace of a cultural climate 
for the cultural-literary sec-
tor on the island. Primary 
education was introduced 
on the island in the mid-
19th century, followed by 
secondary and higher edu-
cation around the late 30’s 
and 40’s. It wasn’t until the 

1950s, with the introduction 
of the E.R.N.A agreement 
in 1951 and the signing of 
the Statute in 1954, which 
allowed more space for 
and control over the eco-
nomic and cultural devel-
opment of Aruba, that the 
literary life on the island be-
gan to grow substantially 
compared to decades be-
fore. This was in response 
to local institutions estab-
lished in the 1940s for cul-
tural and literary growth 
on the island, but that did 
not yet capture the atten-

tion of the general public. 
The 1950 brought with it a 
boom of literary produc-
tion on the island, like those 
of V.S. Piternella, as well 
as migrant authors José 
Ramón Vicioso y Rings Wil-
liam Rufus, who have also 
contributed to the literary 
development on the island. 
The literary movement was 
further promoted by local 
broadcasters Voz di Aruba 
and Radio Kelkboom, with 
their regular broadcast of 
literary works. 

The 50s and 60s also saw 
the influence of interna-
tional cultures, especially 
that of the United States. 
During this time, because 
of international influences 
as well as the continued 
prosperity of the oil refinery, 
cultural traditions in Aruba 
began to really take form 
and become widespread, 
as different worldly and lo-
cal concepts were intro-
duced in the Aruban soci-
ety. With the establishment 
of local television broad-
cast station Tele-Aruba in 
1963, and with time and 
possibilities, local programs 
such as “Nos Tera”’ (“Our 
Land”) started to pay more 
attention to the Aruban 
culture and worked to form 
a cultural consciousness 
within the community. The 
1960s also saw the rise of lo-
cal authors and artists, who 
were more comfortable in 
producing works in our na-
tive tongue, Papiamento, 
but who also produced 
works in Spanish, English 
and Dutch. This new phe-
nomenon was in response 
to the interaction between 
economic growth, individ-
ual prosperity, cultural life 
and literary expression.

The 21st century
Nowadays, international in-
fluence on our culture is still 
prevalent, especially those 
from Latin America, the 
United States and The Neth-
erlands. Nevertheless, there 
also exists a strong cultural 
identity and traditions that 
are exclusive to the Aruban 
culture, often manifesting 
during traditional celebra-
tions, like Dia di San Juan/
Dera Gai (St. John’s Day), 
Dia di Himno y Bandera 
(National Hymn and Flag 
Day), Camping during Eas-
ter and much more. With 
the surge of social media 
in the last decade, artistic 
voices, especially those of 
the younger generation, 
has become even more 
prevalent and easily ac-
cessible to the community 
of Aruba through online 
platforms such as Face-
book, Instagram and TikTok. 

Source: Historia di Literatura 
Arubiano: E Bida Cultural by 

J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas
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Today is going to be a good day
(Oranjestad)—Here’s why: Aruba Today col-
lected some things to do BEYOND the beach. 
Yes, we know. Aruba, located 15 miles north 
of Venezuela in the warm waters of the south-
ern Caribbean, is home to beautiful white-sand 
beaches, 82-degree days, and thus ideal for 
the perfect beach day. But we are also blessed 
with some of the warmest people in the world 
and our island is 19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 70 square miles. Bit 
more to discover than the white stretch on the 
coastline we say. Let’s mention some of these 
hidden gems.

Nature Calls

The Arikok National park is worth the ride. We 
love the hikes that are guided by the park’s 
rangers whose job is to maintain trails and pro-
tect natural resources. The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the historical sites tell you about 
the island’s indigenous roots. The guided tours 
are even free of charge. If you are not up to 
walking, you can drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is a great place to 
spend an entire day. Cruising through the land-
scape you end up at some of the most stunning 
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara Beach. In 
Total the park consists of 7907 acres protected 
nature with a richness of animals living in it. The 
Aruban whiptail lizard (cododo), Aruban cat 
eye snake (santanero) and endangered rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just some of them, you 
can also admire these close in the park’s Visi-
tors’ Center. For more information, visit the web-
site www.arubanationalpark.org

Philip's Animal Garden

To stay with the animals, let’s hop to an amaz-
ing place. Something different to do, an expe-
rience that is to be enjoyed by people of all 
ages. Welcome to Philip’s Animal Garden. We 
are not talking about a zoo here, this is actu-
ally a sanctuary for all types of creatures, from 

horses to peacocks, kangaroos to turtles, mon-
keys, goats, and many, many more different 
species. The place was founded in 2009 and it is 
the only organization rescuing and rehabilitat-
ing exotic animals in Aruba, which has resulted 
in an amazing collection of these animals. They 
provide a suitable living environment for all 
the rescued animals. Up until now the owner, 
Philip, has built this shelter with his own efforts; 
building all the cages from scratch, designing 
all structures and welding them with his own 
bare hands. His goal is to upgrade the facilities 
to a world-class animal shelter with veterinary 
care and round-the-clock staffs. With the input 
from the Aruban community and visitors they 
provide the best care for these animals. Please 
check out their website for more information: 
www.philipsanimalgarden.com.

The Lighthouse

No, you would not think of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse is actually one of the 
most known highlights in Aruba and many re-
peated guests most probably took the ride up-
hill already. But, there is a significant change to 
this tower. Since September 2016 you can climb 
the top. In 2015 Stichting Monumentenfonds 
started the restoration of the California Light-
house. The project finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now open for visitors to 
enjoy the beautiful view from the top. The con-
struction of the California Lighthouse started in 
1915. The name ‘California’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company and Pacific Steam-
ship Co. called ‘California’ that shipwrecked in 
the area in 1891. Therefore they came up with 
the idea of building a lighthouse that could in-
dicate the island’s eastern tip to ships with its 
light. www.arubalighthouse.com will give you 
more information.

Kayak in the Mangroves

Mangel Halto at Savaneta is definitely a place 
not to miss out on. The beautiful beach with the 
natural mangroves is simply a beauty, but if you 

are into a more active way to enjoy the nature: 
take a kayak. While you are doing some work-
out -as it might get a little windy and rough-, 
you will see the island from a different perspec-
tive. You can even make a stop to do some 
snorkeling at the reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and for 
sure something else. There are several compa-
nies that offer kayak tours, we had good expe-
rience with The Shack Kayak Tours Aruba, find 
them on Facebook. 

Take an “off-road” sightseeing tour

A must-do activity on the island is for sure tak-
ing an off-road sightseeing tour. If you have a 
rented car, you can drive through the north-
eastern side of Aruba and explore the natural 
pools, caves, rock formations and gorgeous 
view of the Atlantic Ocean. To access most of 
these sights, like the natural pool (Conchi) and 
the Guadirikiri and Fontein caves, you must en-
ter through the Arikok National Park and buy a 
day pass. Then you drive up the rugged road 
that leads you through the white dunes, caves 
and along the wind turbines. Other locations, 
like the Ayo and Casibari Rock formation are 
situated more in the center of the island, and 
are free for guests, 24 hours a day. 

Go for a shopping spree in the city center

Need a new bathing suit? Head to the city 
center of Oranjestad, where there is countless 
of different stores—both high end and more af-
fordable—that can offer you the service you 
deserve! Local shopping stores often offer a 
more affordable price, and have a variety of 
clothes, shoes, bathing suites, purses and more. 
Along the Royal Plaza strip, there are numerous 
jewelry stores with great quality jewelry. In the 
Renaissance mall, you can shop high-end luxu-
ry brands, like Dolce & Gabbana, Kate Spade, 
Louis Vuitton and more. 

Around the high-rise hotel area near Palm 
Beach, the Paseo Herencia Mall contain a va-
riety of shopping stores, restaurants, small food 
stands and even a movie theater! q
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Microsoft CEO says unfair practices by Google 
led to its dominance as a search engine
By Suman Naishadham
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Mi-
crosoft CEO Satya Nadella 
said Monday that unfair 
tactics used by Google 
led to its dominance as a 
search engine, tactics that 
in turn have thwarted his 
company's rival program, 
Bing.
Nadella testified in a 
packed Washington, D.C., 
courtroom as part of the 
government's landmark an-
titrust trial against Google's 
parent company, Alpha-
bet. The Justice Depart-
ment alleges Google has 
abused the dominance of 
its ubiquitous search engine 
to throttle competition and 
innovation at the expense 
of consumers, allegations 
that echo a similar case 
brought against Microsoft 
in the late 1990s.
Nadella said Google's dom-
inance was due to agree-
ments that made it the 
default browser on smart-
phones and computers. 
He downplayed the idea 
that artificial intelligence 
or more niche search en-
gines like Amazon or social 
media sites have meaning-
fully changed the market in 
which Microsoft competes 
with Google.
Nadella said users funda-
mentally don't have much 
choice in switching out of 
default web browsers on 
cell phones and computers. 
Google's lead litigator John 
Schmidtlein questioned 
Nadella about instances 
when users switched from 
Bing to Google even when 
Microsoft's search engine 
had default status on their 
devices — arguing that Mi-
crosoft made missteps with 
Bing that prevented it from 
rivaling Google.
When questioned, Nadella 
denied that Bing's adop-
tion of artificial intelligence 

had led to dramatic shifts 
in its market share. Google 
has argued that artificial 
intelligence programs like 
chatbot ChatGPT have in-
creased competition in the 
search engine market.
 “Even the app store down-
loads are interesting but 
not ... something you write 
home about,” Nadella 
said about Microsoft's re-
vamped search engine 
enhanced with artificial in-
telligence.
Nadella was called to the 
witness stand as the big-
gest U.S. antitrust trial in 
the past quarter-century 
moved into its fourth week 
of testimony before U.S. 
District Judge Amit Mehta, 
who isn’t expected to issue 
a decision in the case until 
next year.
The Justice Department's 
antitrust case against 
Google centers on deals 
the company struck with 
Apple and other device 
makers to use Google’s 
search engine.
In the 1990s, Microsoft 
faced accusations it set 
up its Windows software in 
ways that walled off ap-
plications made by other 
tech companies, just as 
Google is now facing ac-
cusations of shelling out bil-

lions of dollars each year 
to lock in its search engine 
as the go-to place for find-
ing online information on 
smartphones and web 
browsers.
In an ironic twist, the 
constraints and distrac-
tions posed by the gov-
ernment’s antitrust case 
against Microsoft helped 
provide a springboard for 
Google to turn its search 
engine into a dominant 
force. By the time Micro-
soft started its scramble to 
develop its own search en-
gine, Google had already 
become synonymous with 
looking things up on the in-
ternet.
But Microsoft nevertheless 
has poured billions of dol-
lars trying to mount a seri-
ous challenge to Google 
with Bing and, at one point, 
even tried to buy Yahoo for 
more than $40 billion in a 
bid that was rejected while 
Steve Ballmer was still the 
software maker’s CEO.
Nadella, who was working 
at Microsoft during the late 
1990s antitrust showdown 
with the Justice Depart-
ment, succeeded Ballmer 
as CEO in 2014. During his 
tenure, he has steered to 
Microsoft huge gains in 
personal and cloud com-
puting that have boosted 
the company’s stock price 
by nearly nine -fold since 
he took over while creat-
ing more than $2 trillion in 
shareholder wealth.
Despite all that success, he 
hasn’t been able to make 
any significant inroads in 
search against Google, 
with Bing still a distant sec-
ond in the market.q

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella speaks, Feb. 7, 2023, in Redmond, 
Wash

Associated Press
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San Nicolas

Police	  	    100
Oranjestad	    527 3140
Noord		     527 3200
Sta. Cruz	    527 2900
San  Nicolas	    584 5000
Police Tipline	    11141
Ambulancia	    911
Fire Dept.	    115
Red Cross	    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas		 587 5900
Prof. Taxi	 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S.	 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv.	 280 2828

Aruba Airport 	 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 	 588 0059
Jet Blue		 588 2244
Surinam	 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

dOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Eagle:  Tel. 587 9011
San Lucas : Tel. 584 5119

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

facebook.com/arubatoday/

HEALTH

La Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle beach 
Studio week 39 room 
# 335 B $5 K
1 BR WK # 42 room 
# 413 C $ 6 K
2 BR WK # 41 room 
# 139 A/ B $ 10 K
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
Gold season 
2 Bedroom 2 bath 
Ocean front 
Price : 17 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Aruba Beach Club
Eagle beach 
Studio Week 39 
Room # 229/231
Pool/ocean view 
Price :$3500 each
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 BR WK # 41 room # 2517
1 BR WK # 41 room # 2501
Pool/ ocean view 
Price :$ 7 K each
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 BR WK # 43 room # 1401
18 weeks remain $ 7 K
1 BR WK # 44/45 room #706
32 weeks remaining on each 
Price :$ 8 K each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi village Golf
Eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 42 room # 4115
22 weeks remaining 
Eagle building 
Price :$6 K
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravel.online
________________________________217065

By Stan Choe
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
mostly slipped in mixed 
trading Monday as the 
constrictor of higher inter-
est rates tightened its coils 
around Wall Street.
The S&P 500 edged up 
by 0.34, or less than 0.1%, 
to 4,288.39, coming off its 
worst month of the year. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average dropped 74.15 
points, or 0.2%, to 33,433.35, 
and the Nasdaq compos-
ite rose 88.45, or 0.7%, to 
13,307.77.
Slumps for oil-and-gas 
stocks weighed on the 
market after crude prices 
gave back some of the 
sharp gains made since 
the summer. The majority of 
stocks fell alongside them, 
with more than three quar-
ters of those within the S&P 
500 sinking, but gains for 
Apple and other influen-
tial Big Tech stocks helped 
support indexes.
Stocks have broadly given 
back 40% of their strong 
gains for the year since the 
end of July. The main rea-
son is Wall Street’s grow-
ing acceptance that high 
interest rates are here to 
stay a while as the Federal 
Reserve tries to knock high 
inflation lower. That in turn 
has pushed Treasury yields 
to their highest levels in 
more than a decade.
The yield on the 10-year 

The American flag is shown at the New York Stock Exchange on 
Wednesday, June 29, 2022 in New York. Stocks shifted between 
gains and losses on Wall Street Wednesday, keeping the market 
on track for its fourth monthly loss this year. 

(AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)

Stock market today: Most of Wall Street slips as the 
bond market cranks up the pressure

Treasury climbed again 
Monday, up to 4.67% from 
4.58% late Friday, and is 
near its highest level since 
2007. High yields send in-
vestors toward bonds that 
are paying much more 
than in the past, which pulls 
dollars away from stocks 
and undercuts their prices.
Stocks that pay high 
dividends with relatively 
steady businesses see par-
ticular pain because their 
investors are more likely to 
switch between stocks and 
bonds. That puts a harsh 
spotlight on utility compa-
nies. PG&E dropped 5.6%, 
and Dominion Energy sank 
5.3% for some of the sharp-
est losses in the S&P 500.
High interest rates also 
make borrowing more 

expensive for all kinds of 
companies, which can 
pressure their profits. Since 
the Federal Reserve indi-
cated last month it likely 
won’t cut rates as much in 
2024 as earlier expected, 
the value of the U.S. dollar 
has also climbed against 
other currencies. q
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By Rio Yamat and Ken Ritter
Associated Press
LAS VEGAS (AP) — The first 
arrest in the 1996 slaying of 
Tupac Shakur had its roots 
in the investigation of the 
killing of Biggie Smalls.
The shooting deaths of the 
two hip-hop luminaries and 
rivals  Shakur in Las Vegas 
and Smalls in Los Angeles six 
months later  have always 
been culturally insepara-
ble, and one man, Duane 
Keffe D. Davis, found him-
self involved in both inves-
tigations.
On Friday, Davis was ar-
rested and charged with 
murder, with prosecutors 
saying he ordered and 
masterminded the Shakur 
killing.
Now retired Los Angeles po-
lice detective Greg Kading 
was assigned to investigate 
the slaying of Smalls  whose 
legal name was Christo-
pher Wallace  and in 2009 
interviewed Davis as a per-
son of interest in the case. 
Davis had had been at the 
party at the Peterson Auto-
motive Museum that Wal-
lace had just left when he 
was shot.
Kading had helped build a 
federal drug case against 
Davis to get leverage to 
compel him to talk to Los 
Angeles police, who to 
date have made no arrests 
in the Wallace case.
 “He confesses to his in-
volvement in the Tupac 
Shakur case, he gives all 
the details of how he and 
his co-conspirators killed 
Tupac,” Kading recalled in 
an interview Friday with The 
Associated Press.
Davis, who had immunity 
for what he said in his po-
lice interview but not what 
he said outside it, went 
on to divulge many of the 
same details in documen-
taries, on podcasts and in 
a tell-all 2019 memoir that 
would give new life to the 
Las Vegas police probe 
and help lead to his grand 
jury indictment.
“He has essentially talked 
himself right into jail,” Kad-
ing said.
Davis had long been 
known to investigators as 

one of four suspects identi-
fied early in the investiga-
tion. He isn’t the accused 
gunman but was described 
as the group’s ringleader 
by authorities at a news 
conference and in court. In 
Nevada a defendant can 
be charged with a crime, 
including murder, if you 
help someone commit the 
crime.
Davis, now 60, said in his 
memoir, “Compton Street 
Legend,” that he provided 
the gun used in the drive-
by shooting.
Davis was arrested early Fri-
day while on a walk near 
his home on the outskirts 
of Las Vegas, hours before 
prosecutors announced in 
court that a Nevada grand 
jury had indicted the self-
described “gangster” on 
one count of murder with a 
deadly weapon. He is due 
in court next week.
The grand jury also voted 
to add a sentencing en-
hancement to the murder 
charge for gang activity 
that could add up to 20 
additional years if he’s con-
victed.
Hundreds of pages of tran-

scripts released Friday pro-
vide a view into the first 
month of grand jury pro-
ceedings, which began 
in late July with testimony 
from former associates of 
Davis, friends of Shakur and 
a slate of retired police of-
ficers involved in the case 
early on. 
Their testimony painted a 
picture for the jurors of a 
deep, escalating rift be-
tween Shakur’s music label 
Death Row Records and 
Bad Boy Records, which 
had ties to Davis and repre-
sented Wallace.
 “It started the whole West 
Coast/East Coast” rivalry 
that primarily defined the 
hip-hop scene during the 
mid-1990s, one of Davis’ 
former associates testified.
Davis denied an interview 
request Friday from jail, and 
court records don’t list an 
attorney who can com-
ment on his behalf. 
Phone and text messages 
to Davis and his wife on Fri-
day and in the months raid-
ed their home in the nearby 
city of Henderson on July 
17 were not returned.
In a statement Friday, Seky-

iwa “Set” Shakur, the rap-
per’s sister, described the 
arrest as a victory, but in a 
measured tone.
“This is no doubt a pivotal 
moment. The silence of the 
past 27 years surrounding 
this case has spoken loud-
ly in our community,” she 
said. “It’s important to me 
that the world, the country, 
the justice system, and our 
people acknowledge the 
gravity of the passing of this 

man, my brother, my moth-
er’s son, my father’s son.”
She gave no praise to 
the authorities who have 
worked the case.
 “I know there’s been many 
people who did not be-
lieve that the murder of Tu-
pac Shakur was important 
to this police department,” 
Sheriff Kevin McMahill said 
at a news conference Fri-
day. “I’m here to tell you, 
that was simply not the 
case. It was not the case 
back then, and it is not the 
case today.”
He added, “every single 
victim, every life that is lost 
is important and remains 
a priority to this police de-
partment.
On the night of Sept. 7, 
1996, Tupac Shakur and 
Death Row Records found-
er Marion “Suge” Knight 
were in Las Vegas to watch 
a Mike Tyson heavyweight 
title match. 
Outside the fight just after 
it ended, the men were 
involved in a brawl with 
Davis and his nephew, Or-
lando “Baby Lane” Ander-
son, with whom Shakur had 
feuded previously.
Later that night, Shakur was 
sitting in a BMW that Knight 
was driving when a Cadil-
lac pulled up next to them 
and gunfire erupted.
Shakur was shot multiple 
times and died a week lat-
er at the age of 25.
Davis, in his memoir, said he 
was in the front passenger 
seat of the Cadillac and 
had slipped a gun into the 
back seat, from where he 
said the shots were fired.
He implicated Anderson, 
saying he was one of two 
people in the backseat.
Anderson died two years 
later. He denied any in-
volvement in Shakur’s 
death.
The rapper’s death came 
as his fourth solo album, “All 
Eyez on Me,” remained on 
the charts, with some 5 mil-
lion copies sold. 
Nominated six times for a 
Grammy Award, Shakur 
is still largely considered 
one of the most influential 
and versatile rappers of all 
time.q

Rapper Tupac Shakur, left, and Death Row Records Chairman Marion Suge Knight, attend a voter 
registration event in South Central Los Angeles, on Aug. 15, 1996. 

(AP Photo/Frank Wiese/File)

Arrest in Tupac Shakur killing stemmed from Biggie Smalls death 
investigation

This booking photo provided 
by the Las Vegas Police 
Department shows Duane 
“Keffe D” Davis, Friday, Sept. 
29, 2023, in Las Vegas.

(Las Vegas Police 
Department via AP)
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Brewers pitcher Brandon Woodruff will 
miss Wild Card Series with shoulder injury
By Rich Rovito
Associated Press
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Milwau-
kee Brewers starting pitcher 
Brandon Woodruff will miss 
this week's Wild Card Series 
against Arizona because of 
a right shoulder injury.
 “Frankly, his availability 
for the postseason is up in 
the air at this point,” man-
ager Craig Counsell said 
Monday, a day before the 

opener of the best-of-three 
series against the Diamond-
backs.
Woodruff is dealing with 
what Counsell described 
as a capsular injury. He had 
been expected to start 
Game 2 for the NL Cen-
tral champions, following 
Corbin Burnes.
Counsell said Woodruff is 
seeking a second opinion 
and likely won't have the 

results until the end of the 
week.
Woodruff, a 30-year-old 
right-hander, was 5-1 with 
a 2.28 ERA in 11 starts. He 
last pitched on Sept. 23 in 
Miami, giving up four runs 
and six hits in five innings.
Woodruff made two starts 
in April, then was sidelined 
until Aug. 6 with a sub-
scapular strain.q

Milwaukee Brewers starting pitcher Brandon Woodruff throws 
during the first inning of a baseball game against the Miami 
Marlins, Saturday, Sept. 23, 2023, in Miami. 

(AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)

Illegal sports wagering case against Iowa State tight end 
dismissed because state missed deadline
By Eric Olson
Associated Press
AMES, Iowa (AP) — An 
Iowa State football player 
accused of illegal sports 
wagering has had his case 
dismissed and faces no 
more legal action.
A Story County judge 
granted the prosecu-
tion's motion on Monday 
to dismiss a misdemeanor 
tampering with records 
charge against tight end 
DeShawn Hanika after the 
state waited too long to in-
dict him.
Hanika's attorneys original-
ly asked for the dismissal, 
and prosecutors agreed, 
because Hanika was not 
indicted within 45 days 
after he waived a prelimi-
nary trial, as state law re-
quires. The deadline was 
Sept. 24, and he was not 
indicted until Sept. 28.
Story County prosecutors 

did not respond to a mes-
sage seeking comment.
Hanika was among more 
than a dozen athletes who 
were charged in connec-
tion with a state investiga-
tion into illegal sports wa-

gering at Iowa and Iowa 
State. Most were accused 
of underage gambling 
and registering accounts 
on mobile sports betting 
apps under a different 
name to disguise their 

identity.
Hanika was alleged to 
have made 288 bets, with 
70 on Iowa State basket-
ball. He pleaded not guilty.
NCAA rules call for vary-
ing lengths of suspensions, 

up to permanent bans, 
for athletes who violate its 
gambling policy. Hanika 
has not played this season 
but remains on the roster.
Four criminal cases involv-
ing athletes with Iowa 
State ties remain open.
Defensive lineman Isaiah 
Lee and running back Jire-
hl Brock, neither of whom 
remain in the football pro-
gram, and ISU wrestler 
Paniro Johnson each face 
a misdemeanor charge 
of tampering with records 
and a felony identity theft 
charge. Jury trials are 
scheduled for Johnson this 
month and for Lee and 
Brock in November.
No trial date has been set 
for Eyioma Uwazurike, a 
defensive lineman now 
with the Denver Broncos 
but suspended by the NFL 
for allegedly wagering on 
NFL games.q

Iowa State tight end DeShawn Hanika walks on the field during an NCAA college football game, 
Sept. 17, 2022, in Ames, Iowa. 

(AP Photo/Justin Hayworth, File)

Warriors star Klay Thompson is open to playing 
for the Bahamas in the Paris Olympics
By Janie McCauley
Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Warriors star Klay Thompson 
would seriously consider 
playing for his father's na-
tive country of the Baha-
mas in the Paris Olympics 
next year.
 “That'd be cool,” Thomp-
son, 33, said at Monday's 
media day, “because my 
dad never got the oppor-
tunity.”
The Golden State guard 
won a gold medal with the 
U.S. team at the 2016 Rio 

Games and would have to 
go through several steps to 
become eligible to play for 
another country — such as 
having a passport from the 
Bahamas, being released 
by the Americans and re-
ceiving approval from the 
International Basketball 
Federation. Thompson's fa-
ther was born in Nassau.
Veteran Suns guard Eric 
Gordon, whose mother is 
from the Caribbean coun-
try, joined the Bahamas 
national team as it tries to 
qualify for Paris.

A five-time All-Star who has 
helped the Warriors to four 
championships, Thompson 
finally feels like he will be 
his dominant self again af-
ter missing more than 2 1/2 
years after the 2019 Finals 
recovering from surger-
ies for a torn ACL in his left 
knee then a torn right Achil-
les tendon repair.
He fully expects to be an 
All-Star again.
While chasing another 
championship and his per-
sonal goals are top prior-
ity for now, the Olympics 

clearly are on his mind and 
potentially in the plans. 
“The Bahamas is a place 
where my story cannot be 

told without it,” Thompson 
said. “It's dear to my heart, 
so yeah, that would be 
sweet.” q

Golden State Warriors' Klay Thompson poses for photos during 
the NBA basketball team's media day in San Francisco, Mon-
day, Oct. 2, 2023.

 (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)
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Joe Burrow and the Bengals 
have a lot of problems to fix 
and dwindling time to do it

By Mitch Stacy
Associated Press
CINCINNATI (AP) — The Cincinnati Bengals are a mess, 
and there’s plenty of blame to go around.
Quarterback Joe Burrow is clearly not himself as he 
nurses a calf injury. The Bengals’ defense isn't carry-
ing its weight, either, allowing Derrick Henry to run wild 
in Sunday's 27-3 rout by the Tennessee Titans, a team 
Cincinnati has owned in recent seasons.
The Bengals (1-3) have myriad problems to address 
and a tough schedule. If they don't turn it around, the 
season could spiral fast.
"There's a long season ahead still, but we don’t have 
many disregards left,” center Ted Karras said. “We 
can’t just say, ‘Forget about that one.’ We need to 
come out and get (wins).”
This Bengals team was thought to have the talent 
to make another Super Bowl run, led by Burrow, the 
league's most accurate quarterback and its highest-
paid player.
But after a disastrous start, Cincinnati is going to need 
some of the old Burrow magic to stay in the AFC North 
race and make the playoffs. Thus far, the star quarter-
back hasn't been able to summon it.
He's having trouble evading the rush and scrambling, 
and his passing has been uncharacteristically inac-
curate. The Bengals were held to 211 total yards on 
Sunday.
The Cincinnati defense suddenly can’t stop the run, 
allowing 173 yards to the Titans. Defenders bounced 
off Henry, who rushed for 122 and a touchdown and 
threw for another score out of the wildcat. Ryan Tan-
nehill passed for 240 yards and a TD.
 “We practice hard. It’s not that we don’t practice 
hard,” receiver Ja'Marr Chase said. “I guess we got to 
find that spark. Somebody’s got to give us that spark.”

Tennessee Titans linebacker Azeez Al-Shaair (2) hits 
Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow (9) during the 
first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023, in 
Nashville, Tenn.

 (AP Photo/George Walker IV)

Olympic leader Bach explains policy 
on helping Russians compete to 
Ukrainians at world athlete event

By Graham Dunbar
Associated Press
GENEVA (AP) — Compar-
ing the plight of Ukrainian 
athletes with those in an-
other war-ravaged coun-
try Yemen, IOC president 
Thomas Bach explained 
to Olympic athlete groups 
Monday its policy on help-
ing Russians compete with 
neutral status before the 
2024 Paris Games.
The International Olympic 
Committee invited a glob-
al selection of athlete rep-
resentatives to a two-day 
meeting while sports bod-
ies work to shape their neu-
trality rules and assess indi-
vidual Russians who want 
to return to international 
events and qualify for Paris.
Ukrainian judoka Geor-
gii Zantaraia told Bach his 
country did not understand 
why neutral status is be-
ing offered to Russian ath-
letes and suggested any 
who disapproved of the 
war could compete in the 
Olympic refugee team.
 “We all can understand 
the human suffering, the 
human feeling of the Ukrai-
nian athletes,” Bach told 
Zantaraia. 
“We understand the diffi-
culties they have like your 
fellow athletes in Yemen.”
Bach suggested the IOC 
took an unprecedented 
strong position on impos-
ing limits on Russians in in-
ternational sport when, he 
claimed, 28 wars are ongo-
ing in the world.
 “Some athletes and of-
ficials of other (Olympic 
teams) are accusing us of 
double standards,” Bach 
told the athletes. “They 
say – ‘And what about 
our war? What did you do 
then? Where have you 
been? Where are you?’”
The reason given for un-
precedented action was 
that Russia started its mili-
tary invasion four days after 
the 2022 Beijing Olympics 
closed during the United 
Nations-backed Olympic 
Truce period.
Zantaraia was asked to 
question Bach minutes af-
ter his counterpart repre-
senting Yemen, boxer Mo-

hammed Al-Qarnas, was 
called to speak and told 
how athletes in his country 
had felt forgotten. 
War in Yemen since 2014 
has killed more than 
150,000 people and creat-
ed a humanitarian disaster.
Debate over reintegrating 
Russian athletes who have 
not supported the war — 
despite Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy call-
ing for an outright ban — 
aired for a second straight 
day in the IOC's Swiss home 
city Lausanne.
 “We should protect our 
fellow athletes who have 
nothing to do with this,” 
Bach said Monday.
On Sunday, Ukrainian run-
ner Anna Ryzhykova said 
Russian athletes had some 
responsibility because 
there were “zero cases” of 
speaking or acting against 
their government.
 “They are involved, all of 
the athletes are involved 
in the war, because they 
keep silent. They don’t do 
anything to stop this,” in-
sisted Ryzhykova, an Olym-
pic finalist two years ago 
in Tokyo in the 400 meters 
hurdles.
 “Every night Russia attacks 
us by missiles or drones. I 
live there. I don’t know if I 
will wake up next morning,” 
Ryzhykova said.
After she finished speak-
ing, IOC Athletes’ Commis-
sion member Sarah Walker 
came to hug Ryzhykova 
and sit with her.

 “We hear you. I can speak 
for a lot of people in this 
room. It makes us sad. It’s 
a horrible situation,” Walker 
said. 
“On the other hand, we 
also feel sad for other ath-
letes that are in a horrible 
situation as well."
 “One of the most amaz-
ing things about the Olym-
pics is how it brings every-
one in the world together. 
And the inspiration it gives 
for peace and unity,” said 
Walker, who took silver for 
New Zealand in BMX cy-
cling at the 2012 London 
Olympics.
Also in the room Sunday 
was Olympic refugee team 
head Tegla Loroupe, the 
two-time New York mara-
thon winner who urged 
athletes from Russia, Be-
larus and Ukraine to unite 
and show an example to 
the world.
 “My sister,” Loroupe said 
addressing Ryzhykova, “I’m 
praying God gives you that 
courage that, tomorrow, 
you can be another lead-
er.”
After Loroupe cited Nel-
son Mandela’s belief in the 
power of sport to unite, 
International Paralympic 
Committee delegate Vla-
da Kravchenko remind-
ed that South Africa was 
banned from the Olympics 
while he was in jail during 
the Apartheid era.
 “That is something to learn 
from the past,” Kravchenko 
said.q

A woman reacts during the All-National minute of silence in 
commemoration of Ukrainian soldiers killed in the country's 
war against Russia on Independence square in Kyiv, Ukraine, 
Sunday, Oct. 1, 2023.

Associated Press


