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McCarthy's last-ditch plan to keep the government open collapses,
making a shutdown almost certain

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) —
House Speaker Kevin Mc-
Carthy's last-ditch plan to
keep the federal govern-
ment temporarily open
collapsed in dramatic fash-
ion Friday as a robust fac-
fion of hard-right holdouts
rejected the package,
making a shutdown almost
certain. McCarthy's right-
flank Republicans refused
to support the bill despite
its steep spending cuts of
nearly 30% to many agen-
cies and severe border
security provisions, calling
it insufficient. The White
House and Democrats re-
jected the Republican ap-
proach as too exfreme.
The vote was 198-232, with
21 hard-right Republicans
voting to sink the pack-
age. The Democrats voted
against it.

Continued on Page 2

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 7 DAYS A WEEK @6

Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy, R-Cadlif., speaks to the media about efforts to pass appropriations bills and avert a looming
government shutdown, at the Capitol in Washington, Friday, Sept. 29, 2023.
Associated Press
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McCarthy's last-ditch plan to keep the government open collapses,
making a shutdown almost certain

Continuved from Frontt

The bill's complete failure
a day before Saturday's
deadline to fund the gov-
ernment leaves few options
fo prevent a shutdown that
will furlough federal work-
ers, keep the military work-
ing without pay and disrupt
programs and services for
millions of Americans.

A clearly agitated McCa-
rthy left the House cham-
ber. "lf's not the end vyef;
I've got other ideas,” he
told reporters.

The outcome puts McCo-
rthy's speakership in seri-
ous jeopardy with almost
no political leverage to
lead the House at a critical
moment that has pushed
the government into crisis.
Even the failed plan, an ex-
fraordinary concession to
immediately slash spend-
ing by one-third for many
agencies, was not enough
to satisfy the hard right
flank that has upturned his
speakership.

Republican leaders
planned to convene be-
hind closed doors late Fri-
day to assess next steps.
The federal government
is heading straight intfo a
shutdown after midnight
Saturday that would leave
2 million military troops
without pay, furlough fed-
eral workers and disrupt
government services and
programs that Americans
rely on from coast to coast.
Congress has been un-

The Capitol is seen late Tuesday night, Sept. 26, 2023, in
Washington, as lawmakers work to advance appropriations bills
on the House floor.

able to fund the agencies
or pass a temporary bill to
keep offices open.

The Senate was pushing
ahead Friday with its own
plan favored by Repub-
licans and Democrafs to
keep the government
open while also bolstering
Ukraine aid and U.S. disas-
ter accounts. But that won't
maftter with the House in
political chaos.

The White House has
brushed aside McCarthy's
overtures to meet with Pres-
ident Joe Biden after the
speaker walked away from
the debt deal they bro-
kered earlier this year that
set budget levels.

"Extreme House Republi-
cans are now tripling down
on their demands to evis-
cerate programs millions of
hardworking families count
on," White House press sec-
retary Karine Jean-Pierre

Associated Press

said.

Jean-Pierre said, "The path
forward to fund the govern-
ment has been laid out by
the Senate with bipartisan
support — House Republi-
cans just need to take it."
Catering to his hard-right
flank, McCarthy had re-
tfurned to the spending
limits the conservatives de-
manded back in January
as part of the deal-making
to help him become the
House speaker.

His package would not
have cut the Defense, Vet-
erans or Homeland Secu-
rity departments but would
have slashed almost all oth-
er agencies by up to 30% —
steep hits to a vast array of
programs, services and de-
partments Americans rou-
tinely depend on.

It also added strict new bor-
der security provisions that
would kickstart building the

wall at the southern border
with Mexico, among other
measures. Additionally, the
package would have set
up a bipartisan debt com-
mission to address the na-
fion's mounting debt load.
Ahead of vofing, the Re-
publican speaker all but
dared his hold-out col-
leagues to oppose the
package a day before Sat-
urday's almost certain shut-
down. The House bill would
have kept operations open
through Oct. 31.

"Every member will have to
go on record where they
stand," McCarthy said.
Asked if he had the votes,
McCarthy quipped, "Wel'l
see."

But as soon as the floor de-
bate began, McCarthy's
chief Republican critic,
Rep. Matt Gaetz of Florida,
announced he would be
voting against the pack-
age, urging his colleagues
to "not surrender.”

The hard right, led by Go-
etz, has been threatening
McCarthy's ouster, with a
looming vote to try to re-
move him from the speak-
er's office unless he meets
the conservative demands.
Still, it's unclear if any other
Republican would have
support from the House
maijority to lead the party.
Gaeftz said afterward that
speaker's bill "went down
in flames as I've told you all
week it would."

He and others rejecting
the temporary measure

want the House to instead
keep pushing through the
12 individual spending bills
needed to fund the gov-
ernment, typically a weeks-
long process, as they pur-
sue their conservative
priorifies.

Some of the Republican
holdouts including Gaetz
are allies of Donald Trump,
who is Biden's chief rival in
2024. The former president
has been encouraging the
Republicans fto fight hard
for their priorities and even
to "shut it down."

The margin  of defeat
shocked even Republican
members.

Rep. Mike Garcia, R-Calif.,
said, "l think what this does,
if anything, | think it's go-
ing fo rally people around
the speaker and go, 'hey
the dysfunction here is not
coming from leadership in
this case. The dysfunction
is coming from individuals
that don't understand the
implications of what we're
doing here."

Garcia said, "For the peo-
ple that claim thisisn't good
enough, | want to hear
what good enough looks
like."

Another Republican Rep.
Ralph Norman of South
Carolina, a member of
the Freedom Caucus who
supported the package,
suggested the House was
losing its leverage with the
failed vote: "We control the
purse strings. We just ceded
them to the Senate."J
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A sign outside the Internal Revenue Service building is seen on

May 4, 2021, in Washington.

By LINDSAY WHITEHURST
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A

Associated Press

former contractor for the
Internal Revenue Service
was charged Friday with

IRS contractor charged with leaking tax
return information of wealthy people

leaking tax information
to news outlets about a
government official and
thousands of the counftry's
wealthiest people.

Charles Edward Littlejohn,
38, of Washington, D.C., is
accused of stealing the tax
return information and giv-
ing it to two different news
outlets between 2018 and
2020, the Justice Depart-
ment said in a statement.
Littlejohn declined to com-
ment when reached by
The Associated Press, which

also left a message for his
attorney, Lisa Manning.
Both organizations pub-
lished numerous articles
about the tax information,
some of which dated back
more than 15 years, charg-
ing documents state.

The outlets are not named
in charging documents,
but the nonprofit investigo-
tive journalism organization
ProPublica reported in 2021
on a trove of tax-refurn
data about the wealthiest
Americans. It found the 25

richest people legally pay
a smaller share of their in-
come in taxes than many
ordinary workers do.

A spokesman for the outlet
declined to comment on
the charges, adding that
ProPublica reporters have
previously said they don't
know the identity of the
source. The stories sparked
calls for reform and for
an investigation into the
leak of tax information,
which has specific legal
protections.]
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The Navy will start randomly testing SEALs and special warfare
troops for steroids

By LOLITA C. BALDOR
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Navy will begin randomly
testing its special opera-
fions forces for steroids
and other performance-
enhancing drugs begin-
ning in November, taking a
groundbreaking step that
military leaders have long
resisted.

Rear Adm. Keith Davids,
commander of Naval Spe-
cial Warfare Command,
announced the new pro-
gram Friday in a message
to his force, calling it neces-
sary to protect their health
and military readiness. The
Navy will be the first to be-
gin random festing, but
Army Special Operations
Command said it will soon
follow suit, although no
start date has been set.
The Army and Navy have
the largest and most well
known special operations
forces, including the Navy
SEALs and Army’'s Delta
Force, Green Berefs and
Ranger Regiment. They
are often called on to do
the military’s most sensitive
and dangerous missions.
The physical and men-
tal challenges of getting
through their selection and
fraining programs and the
pressures of the risky mis-
sions can lead to some to
use performance-enhanc-
ing drugs, although officials
say the numbers are small.
The use of these drugs has
been a somewhat limited
but persistent  problem
across the military, but
leaders have balked aft in-
creased testing because it
is highly specialized, costly
and requires confract-
ing with the few labs that
do such work. The military
services have done occo-
sional fests when they per-
ceive a problem with an
individual service member,
but they must get special
permission from the Penta-
gon to do routine, random
testing.

The Air Force and the Mao-
rine Corps special opera-
fions commands said they
have not yet requested a
similar policy change.

"

a

Enlisted sailors line up and wait to march on the field at Sun Life Stadium before the NFL football
game in Miami, Nov. 13, 2011, between the Washington Redskins and Miami Dolphins.

According to the Navy
command, four units will
be randomly selected
each month, and 15% of
each will be tested. That
will amount to as many as
200 sailors monthly, and
those testing positive face
discipline or removal.

A driving factor in the an-
nouncement, which has
been in the works for
months, was the death of
a Navy SEAL candidate
early last year.

Kyle Mullen, 24, collapsed
and died of acute pneu-
monia just hours after com-
plefing the SEALs’ grueling
Hell Week test. A report
concluded that Mullen,
from Manalapan, New
Jersey, died "in the line of
duty, not due to his own
misconduct.” Although
tests found no evidence of
performance-enhancing
drugs in his system, a report
by the Naval Education
and Training Command
said he was not screened
for some steroids because
the needed blood and
urine samples were nof
available, and that mul-
fiple vials of drugs and sy-
ringes were later found in
his car.

The NETC's broader inves-
figation into SEAL training
flagged the use of perfor-
mance-enhancing  drugs
as a significant problem

among those seeking to
become elite commandos
and recommended far
more robust testing.

Investigations in 2011, 2013
and 2018 intfo suspected
steroid use by SEAL candi-
dates led to discipline and
requests for enhanced

Associated Press

testing. The use of hair fol-
licle testing was denied at
least twice by Navy lead-
ers over that time, and
random festing for steroids
wasn't authorized by the
Defense Department.

Davids requested the pol-
icy change to allow the

screening, and in Janu-
ary, the Pentagon under-
secretary for personnel
approved an exemption
authorizing random tfesting
within the Naval Special
Warfare force. The testing
only affects the roughly
9,000 active-duty military
personnel and reservists on
active-duty orders in the
command. Civilians are
not included.

The, random force-wide
testing inifiative, Davids
said, is a commitment to
the long-term health of ev-
ery member of the Naval
Special Warfare commu-
nity.

Lt. Col. Mike Burns, spokes-
man for Army Special Op-
erations Command, said it
also has been approved
for random testing and is
working on developing a
program.

The Navy has provided
$225,000 to fund the test-
ing confract through the
end of this month, and it's
expected to cost about
$4.5 million per year for the
next two years.[]
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Last living suspect in 1996 drive-by shooting of Tupac Shakur

indicted on murder charge

By RIO YAMAT and KEN RIT-
TER

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS (AP) — A man
who prosecutors say or-
chestrated the 1996 drive-
by shooting of rapper Tu-
pac Shakur was arrested
and charged with murder
Friday in a long-awaited
breakthrough in one of hip-
hop's most enduring mys-
teries.

Duane “"Keffe D" Davis, 60,
has long been known fo in-
vestigators as one of four
suspects identified early in
the investigation. He isn't
the accused gunman but
was described as the “shot
caller” by authorities Friday
at a news conference and
in court.

Davis himself admitted in
interviews and in his 2019
tell-all memoir, “"Compton
Street Legend,” that he
provided the gun used in
the drive-by shooting.
Police homicide Lf. Jason
Johansson said Davis’ own
public comments revived
the investigation by provid-
ing police with “admissible
evidence.”

Davis was arrested early Fri-
day while on a walk near
his home on the oufskirts
of Las Vegas, hours before
prosecutors announced in
court that a Nevada grand
jury had indicted the self-

Clark County District Attorney Steve Wolfson stands beside a photo of Duane “Keefe D” Davis
during a news conference on an indictment in the 1996 murder of rapper Tupac Shakur, Friday,

Sept. 29, 2023, in Las Vegas.

described “gangster” on
one count of murder with a
deadly weapon.

The grand jury also voted
fo add a sentencing en-
hancement to the murder
charge for gang activ-
ity that if he's convicted,
could add up to 20 addi-
fional years.

The first-ever arrest in the
case came more than
two months after Las Ve-
gas police raided Davis’
home in the nearby city of

Henderson for items they
described at the time as
"concerning the murder of
Tupac Shakur.”

It wasn't immediately clear
if Davis has an attorney
who can comment on his
behalf. Prosecutors said
they did not know if he had
a lawyer and several local
attorneys said they did not
know who from Las Vegas
wouldrepresent him. Phone
and text messages to Davis
and his wife on Friday and

Associated Press

in the months since the July
17 search weren't returned.
“For 27 years the family of
Tupac Shakur has been
waiting for justice,” Clark
County Sheriff Kevin McMa-
hill said at a news confer-
ence Friday. “While | know
there's been many people
who did not believe that
the murder of Tupac Shakur
was important to this police
department, I'm here to tell
you that is simply not the
case.”

Prosecutors said they have
been in contact with the
rapper’s family and that
they "“are pleased with this
news.”

On the night of Sept. 7,
1996, Shakur was in a BMW
driven by Death Row Re-
cords founder  Marion
“Suge” Knight. They were
waifing at a red light near
the Las Vegas Strip when
a white Cadillac pulled up
next fo them and gunfire
erupted.

Shakur was shot multiple
fimes and died a week lat-
er at the age of 25.

Davis, in his memoir, said he
was in the front passenger
seat of the Cadillac and
had slipped a gun into the
back seat, from where he
said the shots were fired.
He implicated his nephew,
Orlando “Baby Lane” An-
derson, saying he was one
of two people in the back-
seat. Anderson, a known
rival of Shakur, had been
involved in a casino brawl
with the rapper shortly be-
fore the shooting.

After the casino brawl, “Mr.
Davis formulated a plan
fo exact revenge upon
Mr. Knight and Mr. Shakur”
in his nephew’s defense,
Clark County Chief Deputy
District Aftorney Marc Di-
Giacomo said.[d

Chicago agency finds no wrongdoing in probe of officers’ alleged
sex misconduct with migrants

CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago's police oversight agency said Friday it has closed an in-
vestigation after finding no wrongdoing by city officers followings allegations that they
engaged in sexual misconduct with migrants housed at police stations.

The Civilian Office of Police Accountability said its investigators had not “substantiated
any claim of sexual misconduct between members of the Chicago Police Department
and any new arrivals.” COPA added in a statement that “to date no victim or witness
has come forward or been identified.”

The agency said the case “will be closed without allegations or findings of misconduct”
but said it has the authority to reopen the investigation if it receives “new material evi-
dence.”

Chicago is among the U.S. cities struggling to provide shelter and other help to hun-
dreds arriving from the southern border, with families sleeping in police station lobbies.
Migrants, largely from Central American countries, have been bused to Chicago and
other major U.S. cities from Texas since the spring.

COPA opened its investigation in early July affer a text message, circulated among po-
lice officers and other city employees, alleged that a 29-year-old field training officer as-
signed to the police department’s Ogden District had engaged in a sexual relationship
with a 17-year-old female migrant who was housed at the police station, the Chicago
Tribune reported.]

Migrants sheltering at the 9th District of the Chicago Police
Department on S. Halsted Sireet in Chicago bring their
belongings into the station as a light rain begins to fall on
Wednesday, Sept. 27, 2023.

Associated Press
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Southern E.U. nations urge for a new migration and asylum deal

By KEVIN SCHEMBRI
LAND

Associated Press
VALLETTA, Malta (AP) —
Leaders of nine southern
European counftries called
Friday for the EU fo finalize a
new migration and asylum
deal, and to beef up efforts
to prevent departures from
North Africa as another
shipwreck drama unfolded
off Libya's coast.

A joint statement issued at
the end of a one-day meet-
ing in Malta said the needs
of front-line countries such
as Italy that receive the
vast majority of migrants,
must be “adequately met.”
It said the European Union
as a bloc must strengthen
its response by beefing up
surveillance operations of
Europe’s external borders
to prevent departures and
break up human trafficking
networks.

The one-day huddle in-
cluded host Malta, as well
as Croatia, Cyprus, France,
Greece, Italy, Portugal, Slo-
venia and Spain. Slovenia
and Croatia, which have
coastlines on the Adriatic
Sea, were added to the
so-called "Med Group” in
2021.

European Commission Pres-

OR-

Greece Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Italy’s Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni,Portugal’s Prime
Minister Anténio Costa talk during family photo at Castille Square in Valletta, Malta, Friday, Sept.

29, 2023.

ident Ursula von der Leyen
and European Council
President Charles Michel
also attended the meet-
ing, which came ahead of
next week's informal gath-
ering of the EU’s 27 nations
in Granada, Spain.

Meanwhile, the German
humanitarian rescue group
Sea-Watch released a vid-

eo apparently showing a
Libyan coast guard boat
nearing a migrant boaf,
and then some 50 people
faling into the water. Sea-
Watch said the Libyan
coast guard “rammed”
the migrant boat, and then
took the survivors aboard
another ship.

Aid groups and human

Associated Press

rights organizations have
denounced the EU's deal
with Libya fo finance the
Libyan coast guard so it
can increase patrols to
bring migrants back to Lib-
ya.

The U.N. has said abuses
are rife at Libyan migrant
detention camps. The EU
recently inked a similar

deal with Tunisia, which has
taken over as the primary
point of departure for smull-
ers’ boats.

[talian Premier Giorgia Mel-
oni said she was pleased
with the “convergence” of
views at the summit, given
recent differences over
the migration dossier with
France and Germany. And
she said she hoped the Tu-
nisia deal will soon get off
the ground, with the first
franche of EU funding due
fo arrive next week.

“The summit repeats that
the path fo follow ... is the
fight against illegal im-
migration, an all-out fight
against fraffickers and go-
ing to the cause of the
migration phenomenon,”
Meloni said at the end of
the summit.

Greek Prime Minister Kyrio-
kos Mitsotakis said EU coun-
fries “need to determine on
our own terms who enters”
the 27-nation bloc.

“This is about us ... exercis-
ing what is a right that we
can simply not outsource to
smugglers,” he said. “Cur-
rently it is the smugglers
who decide who gets to
enter the European Union
and this must change.”(d

Mexico’s president slams U.S. aid for Ukraine and sanctions on
Venezuela and Cuba

MEXICO CITY (AP)
Mexico's president on Fri-
day slammed U.S. aid for
Ukraine and economic
sanctions on Venezuelq,
Cuba and other nations
as the first of two high-level
U.S.-Mexico meetings got
underway in Washington.
President Andrés Manuel
Lopez Obrador issued a
broad criticism of U.S. for-
eign policy, saying U.S.
economic sanctions were
forcing people fo emigrate
from Cuba, Venezuela and
Nicaragua.

The harsh comments came
as US. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Commerce
Secretary Gina Raimondo
and Trade Representa-
five Katherine Tai met their
Mexican counterparts at
the State Department.
None of the officials,

in-

cluding Mexican Foreign
Secretary Alicia Bdrcena
and Secretary of Econ-
omy Raquel Buenrostro,
addressed or were asked
about Lopez Obrador's
comments.

Instead they concentrat-
ed on expanded frade
and economic ties, hailing
new cooperation on those
fronts, and stressed their
commitment to fight the
surge of synthetic opioids
like fentanyl info the U.S.
from Mexico.

“By creating the right in-
centives and business en-
vironments and harnessing
our two nations’ respec-
five strengths, we have a
fremendous opportunity to
make North America the
most competitive, the most
productive, the most dy-
namic region in the world,”

Blinken said.
“We're continuing to
strengthen, to expand,

and diversify supply chains
in emerging industries like
electric vehicles and semi-
conductors,” he said, not-
ing that the U.S. and Mex-
ico are launching a new
initiative to produce semi-
conductors.

Although Friday’s talks fo-
cused on commerce is-
sues, Blinken will lead a U.S.
delegation to Mexico next
week with Aftorney Gen-
eral Merrick Garland and
Homeland Security Secre-
tary Alejandro Mayorkas
that will focus on border se-
curity and migration.

The State Department said
in a statement that Blinken
would be meeting Lopez
Obrador during the Oct.
4-5 trip.

Experts say economic mis-
management and politi-
cal repression are largely
to blame for the fide of mi-
grants leaving Venezuela
and Cuba.

Lopez Obrador said the
United States should spend
some of the money sent
to Ukraine on econom-
ic development in Latin
America.]

Mexico’s President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador speaks
during a rally marking his fifth anniversary in office, at the Zocalo

in Mexico City on July 1, 2023.

Associated Press
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Algeria expands English-language learning as France’s influence

ebbs

ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) —
More than a year after
Algeria launched a pilot
program to teach English
in elementary schools, the
counftry is hailing it as a suc-
cess and expanding it in @
move that reflects a widen-
ing linguistic shift underway
in former French colonies
throughout Africa.

Students returning to third
and fourth grade class-
rooms this fall will par-
ficipate in two 45-minute
English classes each week
as the country creatfes
new teacher fraining pro-
grams at universities and
eyes more fransforma-
tional changes in the years
ahead. Additionally, the
country is strengthening en-
forcement of a preexisting
law against private schools
who operate primarily in
French. “Teaching English
is a strategic choice in the
country’'s new education
policy,” Education Minister
Abdelkrim Belabed said last
week, lauding the move as
an immense sUCCess.
English is the world’s most
widely spoken language,
accounts for the majority
of content on the internet
and remains a lingua fran-
ca in business and science.

Schoolchildren wait in line in a school courtyard in in the Ben Omar district of Algiers, Algeria, on
Sept.19, 2023.

And as France's econom-
ic and political influence
wanes throughout Africa,
Algeria is among a longer
list of countries gradually
fransitioning toward English
as their main foreign lan-
guage.

This year, neighboring Mali
changed its constitution to
remove French from its list
of official languages and
Morocco made English

classes compulsory in high
schools.

Algeria has more French
speakers than all but two
natfions France itself and
the Democratic Republic
of the Congo. Nearly 15
million out of the country’s
44 million people speak it,
according to the Interna-
tional Organization of the
French Language. Its offi-
cials frame English classes

Associated Press

as a practical rather than
political shift, noting the
language’s importance
in scientific and technical
fields. But questions about
French’s position in Algeri-
an society have long been
polarizing, as teachers and
former education policy of-
ficials acknowledge.

Retired high school princi-
pal Mohamed Arezki Ferdi
believes Algeria should

have begun the shift fo
English  decades ago.
The current initiative was
launched by Algerian Presi-
dent Abdelmadijid Teb-
boune, who came to pow-
er in 2019. Previous leaders
also tried to expand English
but failed to overcome the
French-educated elites
who have long wielded
power in the country. “"We
lost alot of time,” Ferdi said.
“We should have intro-
duced the English in prima-
ry schools when President
(Abdelaziz) Bouteflka laid
out his reform after com-
ing fo powerin 1991. But at
that time, French-speaking
factions in Algeria had a lot
of decision-making power
in institutions.” The expan-
sion of English language
learning comes as tensions
increasingly flare between
France and Algeria.

The two share security in-
terests over the political up-
heavals shaping contem-
porary West Africa. How-
ever, in recent years they
have sparred repeatedly
over immigration, exfradi-
fion and how each country
memorializes  colonialism
and the brutal war that re-
sulted in Algeria’s indepen-
dencein 1962.1

Africa’s Eswatini, one of the last absolute monarchies, holds an
election without political parties

By GERALD IMRAY
Associated Press

CAPE TOWN, South Africa
(AP) — The small southern
African nation of Eswatini
held elections Friday to de-
cide part of the makeup
of its Parliament, even as
its extremely wealthy king
retains absolute power, po-
litical parties are banned
and elected representa-
tives can merely advise
a monarch whose family
has reigned supreme for 55
years.

Eswatini, wedged between
South Africa and Mozam-
bique, is the last absolute
monarchy in Africa and
one of the few remaining
in the world. King Mswati
I, 55, has been the mon-

arch since 1986, when he
became ruler days after his
18th birthday.

His father was king for 82

years before him, although
Eswatini only gained inde-
pendence from Britain in
1968.

Voters queue to cast their votes in Manzini, Eswatini, Friday,
Sept. 29, 2023.

Associated Press

It was formerly known as
Swaziland.

Parliamentary elections are
held every five years. Can-
didates for the lower cham-
ber, the House of Assembly,
and for the Senate cannot
belong fo political par-
fies, which were banned in
1973, and are nominated
at alocal level before they
face a popular vote.
Mswalti lll appoints a minor-
ity of House of Assembly
members, and the majority
are elected. He appoints a
maijority of the Senate, the
prime minister and other
key members of the gov-
ernment.

As king, or the "Ngwe-
nyama” which means lion
Mswati lll is sometimes ad-

vised by a council but has
executive and legislative
powers under law in the
country of 1.2 million peo-
ple and makes decisions by
decree.

A littfle over 500,000 people
were registered fo vote in
Friday's election, the elec-
toral body said. The Afri-
can Union and the regional
Southern African Develop-
ment Community bloc sent
observers.

Mswati  has faced in-
creased  pro-democracy
profests in recent years,

but activists demanding re-
form encountered a harsh
crackdown from police
and security forces under
the king's confrol in June
2021, with dozens killed.(
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Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba

(Oranjestad)—When traveling to
another country, especially for
the first time, it is always befter to
be over-prepared than under-pre-
pared. That is why we have a list of
basic—but important—information
that we think may come in handy
to Aruba'’s visitors.

Emergency services

Even though most people don't
even want to think about having
to contact emergency services—
especially not while on their va-
cation, it is still important to know
what number to dial in case of the
unlikely event of an accident or se-
vere incident.

Police: 100

Police Tipline: 11141

Ambulance: 911

Fire Dept: 115

Oranjestad: HOH hospital: +297-
527-4000

San Nicolas: ImSan: +297-527-8833

Electrical power

Aruba generally operates on 110V
to 127V supply voltage and 60Hz.
There are also three types of out-
lets used on the island: type A with
two flat prongs; type B with two flat
and one grounding prong, and on
occasion, type F with two round
prong and two earth clips on the
side. However, Type A is most com-
monly found in homes and estab-
lishments.

Drinking water

The water that flows through the
sinks of every house, hotels and
other establishments is distilled and
perfectly safe fo drink. Aruba’s
drinking water exceeds WHO's in-
ternational standards for water
quality, so there is no need to buy
bottled water from the store.

Supermarket hours

Supermarket hours may vary de-
pending on where you are staying
on the island. Generally though,

most supermarkets are open from
8am to 9 or 10pm, Monday through
Saturday. On Sundays, supermar-
kets generally close earlier; mostly
around 2pm.

Taxis

Prices for taxi fair are set by the De-
partment of Public Traffic and are
based on destination rather than
mileage. Most taxis can take up to
five passengers, but this may vary
depending on the vehicle. Taxis
are pretty much always available
and you can ever hire one for $45
an hour.

Safety

Aruba is one of the safest islands
in the Caribbean, and many tour-
ist that visit have often told us how
they feel safe to explore the island
or walk around atft night. How-
ever, rare incidents do occurs, so
keep yourself and your belongings
safe.l

Birds of Aruba

ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010, the Aruba
Birdlife Conservation was founded with the aim
of protecting the biodiversity in general and
birds in and around Aruba in particular.

Among other things, the foundation will focus
on increasing the survival chances of species
of wild birds by promoting their preservation
and conservation. The foundation publishes the
most beautiful pictures of local birds on their so-
cial media that show us the beauty of Aruba'’s
birds and nature in general. Aruba Today gives
you da little peek with the following pictures and

- . ™ " ;

descriptions from the foundations Facebook
page.

The Great Egret

Serenity in Aruba’s National Park, a Great Egret
flying in peace. When it is peaceful and quite,
beautiful things start happening in nature.

Canadian in the house

The breeding season is over and it's getting
pretty cold in North America. Shore birds have
started moving southwards as early as July. This
wetland beauty wants to keep its toes warm.

Aruba to me

ORANIJESTAD — You are back or still enjoy-
ing your vacation?... we would like to portrait
you! By inviting you to send us your favorite
vacation picture while enjoying our Happy
Island.

Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is
....... Send your picture with that text (includ-
ing your name and where you are from) to:
news@arubatoday.com and we will publish
your vacation memory. Isn't that a special
way to keep your best moments alive? Please

Our Canadian friends know exactly where they
can do so best. A Greater Yellowlegs rediscov-
ering Aruba’s Bubali Wetlands.

Cabochon

In its living form of so much more value than
any gemstone. Aruba’s smallest and most mas-
ter of flight. A top pollinator. A hovering Blenchi
inspecting the human who just entered his ter-
rifory.

English: Blue-tailed Emerald (male) Dutch: Blau-
wstaartsmaragdkolibrie (mannetje).

Aruba’s to enjoy. Aruba'’s to protect. ]

do note: By submitting photos, text or any
other materials, you give permission o The
Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed
Printers and any of its affiliated companies to
use said materials, as well as names, likeness,
etc. for promotional purposes without com-
pensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, In-
stagram and Facebook page! Thank you for
supporting our free newspaper, we strive to
make you a happy reader every day again.[]
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Paseo Herencia Presents a
Weekend Extravaganza:

Live Shows, Pet-Friendly
Fun, and More!

Oranjestad - Paseo Herencia, the premier shopping
and entertainment destination in Palm Beach, is gear-
ing up for an entertaining-packed weekend that prom-
ises to delight the community. On Saturday, September
30, the mall will come dalive with a variety of events and
activities suitable for all ages.

Special Offers for Pet Lovers

Bring your beloved pets along for a shopping adven-
fure this weekend and freat them to some delight-
ful surprises! When you spend $175 at Beach N Flips,
you'll receive a complimentary Corkcicle Dog Bowl. At
Drunk's Denial, your furry friend can indulge in a free
dog cupcake with the purchase of a mini bundt cake
or a Drunken Crepe. Enjoy these exclusive pet-friendly
perks while you shop!

Saturday Fun - Meet Paw Patrol Characters at the Ca-
ribbean Cinemas

On Saturday, the stars of 'Paw Patrol' will be making
a special appearance at Caribbean Cinemas from
3:30pm fo 7:00pm. Don't miss the chance to meet
and take photos with your favorite characters before
catching the new movie release of Paw Pafrol The
Mighty Movie.

Dog Fashion Show and Information Booths

Starting at 6:00 pm on the main stage, the mall will host
a Dog Fashion Show with the animal organizations SGT
Peppers and Aruba Animal Shelter. You can visit their
information booths during the night to donate, buy
merchandise, sign up to become a volunteer or apply
to adopt a pet.

Universal Fantasy Costume Contest
Come and experience a Caribbean costume contest

with spectacular Carnaval costumes
and live performances, hosted by Stich-
ting Klein Aruba, on the Paseo Herencia
stage starting at 6:30pm.

Free Parking with Any Purchase

Enjoy Free 2-hour parking with any pur-
chase at our stores, restaurants, or cin-
ema. Present your purchase receipt
to the parking cashier to redeem free

parking.

Paseo Herencia invites everyone to be
part of this fantastic weekend filled with
entertainment, delicious food, and pet-
friendly fun. See you on Saturday!4

For more information, visit www.paseo-
herencia.com.

Aruba to me

ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would like to portrait you! By
inviting you to send us your favorite vacation picture while enjoying
our Happy Island.

Complete the sentence: Arubatfomeis ....... Send your picture with
that text (including your name and where you are from) to: news@
arubatoday.com and we will publish your vacation memory. Isn't
that a special way to keep your best moments alive? Please do note:
By submitting photos, text or any other materials, you give permission
to The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any
of its affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as names,
likeness, etc. for promotional purposes without compensation.

Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and Facebook
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to
make you a happy reader every day again.

For today we received a lovely message from Dr. Reginald and
Stephani Patterson who are visiting us from Patterson Chicago, lllinois.

They wrote to us saying: “Aruba to me is like a home away from
home.”

Thank you for sending us this wonderful message sharing what Aruba
means to you with us and our readers!]
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National Park Arikok: Aruba’s biggest nature conservation

The National Park Arikok com-
prises almost 18 % of the island.
Its rugged terrain, desert-like hills
filled with tall cacti, breathtaking
coastline and protected local flo-
ra and fauna welcome you to be
explored. There are numerous ani-
mals to discover, for example the
sea turtle who lays his eggs on the
park’s beaches.

The national park Arikok takes you
on a memorable journey of the
islands past offering unique geo-
logical, cultural and historical sites.
These can all be enjoyed and ex-
plored either on your own or dur-
ing guided fours. A wide variety
of educational and informative
programs and fun activities is avail-
able.

Did you know that four of the in to-
tal seven species of sea turtle lay
their eggs on Aruba's beaches?
In the national park, a Least Tern
(Sternula antillarum) keeps a strict
eye on a very special event taking
place below on the beach: a ma-
jestic Leatherback (Dermochelys
coriacea) heads back to sea after
laying her eggs, while another nest
laid 2 months ago by the same
female hatches—a very rare oc-
currence of daytime nesting and
hatching. Sea turtles prefer nesting

in the cool and dark hours of the
night. And hatchlings usually wait
for the cue of cooling surface sand
before emerging.

Nature Conservation

The protected area of National
Park Arikok was officially estab-
lished in 2000. Arikok National Park is
a 34 square kilometers (7907 acres)
of natural area, located at the
north-eastern part of Aruba which
contains examples of most of the
island’s flora and fauna against
a backdrop of great geological
complexity. We are proud to state
that approximately 18% of the to-
tal land area of Aruba is assigned
as a National Park, to protect and
preserve the flora, fauna, geology
and historical remains present with-
in Arikok National Park.

The Landscape

There is a great geological variety
within the park. The main aspects
are the rough hills of the volcanic
Aruba lava formation, the mysteri-
ous rocks of the batholithic quartz-
diorite/tonalite, and the limestone
rocks from fossilized coral. The two
tallest hills on the island are situ-
ated within the park. Jamanota hill
188 meters (617 ft) and Arikok hill
176 meters (577 ft), from which the
name of the park is derived.

The line of the permanently wind-
and-wave beaten North Coast is
broken by several bays (boca'’s).
Most of them are small yet impres-
sive inlets at the mouth of dry river-
beds. Some of these bays (boca’s)
are spectacular sights, adorned
with white, sandy beaches and
sand dunes, as is the case at Boca
Prins and Dos Playa.

Arikok is also home to Conchi,
Aruba’s most important natural at-
fraction; also known as The Nafu-
ral Pool. The journey to the Pool is
and adventure by itself and only
possible by foot, horse, ATV or 4x4
vehicle.

Cultural and Historical components
There are a number of sites within
the park that aftest to the history
of Aruba. The Caqguetio Indians left
rock paintings in Cunucu Arikok
and Fontein Cave. The bird draw-
ing in the park logo is a copy of
one of these historical artistic ex-
pressions.

Old plantation (Cunucus) sites tell
the story of an active yet challeng-
ing agricultural past.

These Cunucus were also residen-
fial areas for the few families that
worked the land. These families
found ways o survive in the difficult
conditions, and were able to erect
their homes with materials found
in the area. Two of these adobe
houses have been restored. Park

rangers are learning many of the
old building fechniques in order to
preserve this unique Aruban mud-
house. At Cunucu Arikok and near
Plantation Prins you can find these
adobe houses.

Park Management

For the management of the park,
a dedicated foundation "Fun-
dacion Parke Nacional Arikok™
(FPNA), known today as the Aru-
ba National Park Foundation was
established in July 2003. In Febru-
ary 2017, mangrove and wetland
RAMSAR site #198 Spanish Lagoon
was annexed fo Arikok National
Park due to its importance as a
feeding and breeding area for wa-
ter birds and as a nursery area for
a variety of marine organisms. With
this addifion, the areas under FPNA
management increased by 70
hectares while the amount of spe-
cies of flora and fauna fto be con-
served to over 250. On December
21st, 2018 (AB 2018 no. 77) Parke
Marino Aruba - currently consist-
ing of four marine protected areas
(MPAs) — was officially established
and subseqguently brought under
management of FPNA. In 2019
management plans will be estab-
lished for the new MPAs which in-
clude: coral reefs, sea grass beds,
mangrove systems, a large diversi-
ty of breeding seabirds. Parke Ma-
rino Aruba also contains potential
shark nursery areas, endangered
sea turtle nesting beaches and
marine mammal nursery areas.[[]
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Episode 59: The domestic native American mute dogs

Their value in ancient na-
tive cultures is evidenced
by their frequent appear-
ance in art and artifacts.
Archaeological evidence
has been found in Mexico
(Colima) dating similar
dogs to over 3500 years
ago. Long regarded as
guardians and protectors
of the upper world as well
as in the underworld. Am-
erindians believed that the
Xolo would safeguard the
home from evil spirits as
well as intruders.

Ceramic representations of
the Xolo, known as Colima
Dogs, have been found
in hundreds of burial sites.
In ancient fimes the Xolos
were often sacrificed and
then buried with their own-
ers to act as guide to the
soul onits journey to the un-
derworld. They have been
found in burial sites of both
the Maya and the Toltec.

These dogs were consid-
ered a great delicacy, and
were consumed for sacrifi-
cial ceremonies-including
marriages and funerals.
Most likely, these pre-Euro-
pean dogs originated as
spontaneous hairless muta-
tions of indigenous Ameri-
can dogs. Hairlessness may
have conferred a survival
advantage in fropical re-
gions. Indigenous peoples
of Mexico had Xolo dogs
as home and hunting com-
panions. These dogs have
survived and tfoday they
are still very popular com-
panion dogs. They are also
the national dog of Mexico.

This same mithical atibu-
tfions are given to this co-
nine the now officially
recognized as a Peruvian
Heritage, the Peruvian vir-
ingo, Peruvian hairless dog,
Calato dog, chimU or vir-
ingo dog is a breed of hair-
less dog and usually used
as a companion animal.

The National Instifute of
Culture of Peru ordered the
location of Peruvian hair-
less dogs in museums and

N

sites that have the neces-
sary conditions that allow
the natural development
and breeding of this spe-
cies.

Representations of  this
specimen appear in ce-
ramics of different pre-Inca
cultures, such as VicUs, Mo-
chica, Chancay, with Tio-
huanaco influence, Sicdn
and Chimu.

The Incas way or in Quech-

va they called theire dog
“kaclla”. The name viringo
seems to be the original
name used by the Moches
or Mochicas, whose de-
scendants to this day name
them so.

These dogs played an im-
portant role in the customs
and myths of the Incas. The
chronicles of the fime of
the Spanish conquest and
the Viceroyalty tfestified to
the presence of the Virin-

gos. The country people
kept the dog without hair,
associated with their own
culture and used it for me-
dicinal purposes.Due to
the lack of hair, this breed
keeps your body warmer to
protect you from the envi-
ronment.

Pedro Weiss points out in his
research that the hairless
dog of Peru genetically has
an ectodermal hypoplasia
syndrome, which means

that it has warm skin that
when it comes into contact
with human skin can heat
it, which has been the ba-
sis for attributing medicinal
properties , for example to
relieve rheumatism.

There are those who have
attributed to the Peruvian
dog the ability to avoid al-
lergies, bronchial problems
and asthma, since he has
no hair that could cause
respiratory problems, nor
fleas or ticks, since they
have nowhere to nest.

Evidance shows that these
parficular type of dogs
where very popular, since
it is believed that our na-
tives also had their own
hairless mute hunting dog,
for hunting and for the pro-
tection against bad spirits
and omens. | have seen
local ceramic pieces that
most probably are origi-
nal Dabajuroide work that
very much resable a hair-
less mufe hunting dog. |
have managed to take a
few picturesin the 1990°s of
some small pieces from a
local private collector and
that served as inspiration
for a work..
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Food culture in Aruba

(Oranjestad) - Like many
other cultures, an impor-
tant aspect of the Aruban
cultural identity is our con-
nection to food and food
fraditions. The local food
traditions consist of a melt-
ing pot of different cultural
and religious eating habits
and dishes.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner
The routine of breakfast,
lunch and dinner on the
island is one that does not
completely follow a Euro-
pean or American routine,
despite the major influ-
ences from these parts of
the world on our culture
and way of living. When it
comes to the three impor-
tant meals of the day, most
of the Aruban population
follows a Latin-American in-
fluenced routine.

Breakfast

Breakfast in Aruba is quite
simple: a cup of coffee
or tea, some bread, and
sometimes an egg. Some-
fimes, due fo the need of
a quick "to-go” breakfast,
you may also find many
snack frucks and cafes that
sell sandwiches, pastechis
(meat pie), arepas and
empanadas early in the
morning.

Main Meal

The main meal is typically
eafen in most households
around noon or in the af-
ternoon. This can consist of
meat, fish, and chicken—
stewed or fried—with fun-

chi (polenta) or rice with
stewed vegetables. Often,
fied or boiled plantain
or pan bati (Aruban pan-
cake) isincluded. Stews are
a staple in Aruban cuisine
and can are largely influ-
enced by Latin-American
and Latin/Afro-Caribbean
Stews. Some of the more
unique stews and soups
from the ABC Islands* in-
clude sopi di bonchi cora
(red kidney bean soup with
pig ftail), sopi mondongo
(tripe  soup), carni stoba
(beef stew), comcomber
stoba (West Indian gherkin
stew) and much more.

Dinner Time

Dinner time can vary signifi-
canifly from household to
household. Unlike the U.S.
or in Europe, dinner time
typically does not consist
of a whole (warm) meal. In-
stead, the evening “meal”
can typically consist of
something lighter, like a
sandwich, though it is not
uncommon to see leftovers
from the main meal reheat-
ed and eaten again. Tea
and coffee are often also
served with the evening
snack.

(Religious) Holidays

Christmas is probably the
biggest global holiday, and
every culture has ifs own
spin on what their Christmas
cuisine entails. In Aruba, our
Christmas cuisine is again
largely based on Latin-
American influences, most
notably form Venezuela.

Ayacas and the famous
pan di ham* are two cru-
cial holiday dishes, along
with stuffed turkey, roasted
glazed ham topped with
pineapples, arroz con pollo
(rice and chicken) and po-
tato salad, among other
items. Traditional drinks in-
clude ponche crema (Aru-
ban eggnog), chuculati
pinda (hot chocolate with
peanut butter), and home-
made fruit punch. Desserts
include, bolo di pistachio
(pistachio cake), bolo di
cashupete (cashew cake),
quesillo (flan), bolo preto
(dark fruit cake), drigidek
(gingerbread), pan boyo
(bread cake) and more.

Snacks and tasty delights

Besides meals and dishes
that are eaten on the din-
ner table, Aruba also has a
food fradition that includes
snacks and other tasty de-
lights that you may eas-

ily find around the island.
These include, Saco*, bas-
ket, pastechi, kroket, dedi-
tos, Johnny cake and more.
These snacks are usually
sold at local snack trucks
and cafes, often located
on the side of the road. In
the area of Tanki Leendert
and Tanki flip, for example,
there are many of these
frucks parked on the side
of the road and often open
until late at night—offering
tasty and filling snacks post
night-life fun.

*ABC

Islands: Aruba, Bo-

naire and Curacao

*Pan di ham: Derived from
the Venezuelan Pan de
Jamon (rolled up bread
with ham, raisins and olives)
*Saco: Saco literally means
“bag”. Saco contains fried
potatoes, plantains, chick-
en (andribs) and a Johnny
cake, served in a paper
bag.

Source: Voeding, voedings-
gewoonten en gerechten
op Aruba (Nutrition, Food
Traditions and Dishes on
Aruba) by Biblioteca No-
cional ArubalQ]
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804,000 long-term borrowers are
having their student loans forgiven

Karin Engstrom, 82, poses for photos at home, Wednesday, Sept.
27, 2023, in Seattle.

By CORA LEWIS

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Karin
Engstrom thought she'd
be paying off her federal
student loans for the rest of
herlife. The 82-year-old was
shocked when she logged
on to check her balance
ahead of payments resum-
ing in October and found
that more than $175,000 in

Associated Press

debt had been erased.

She's one of 804,000 bor-
rowers who will have a to-
tal of $39 bilion forgiven
under a one-time adjust-
ment granted by the Biden
administration. It's for peo-
ple in income-driven re-
payment plans who have
been paying back loans
for 20 or 25 years but who
never received credit for

late or partial payments. It
also credits borrowers for
periods before the pan-
demic when they were al-
lowed to pause or reduce
payments due to financial
hardships.

To correct mistakes by loan
servicers, the Department
of Education is refroac-
fively adjusting accounts,
resulting in  forgiveness.
The department says 95%
of those who qualify have
now been informed of the
cancellation. Engstrom
didn’'t immediately believe
it when she saw her bal-
ances had been erased,
but she eventually found a
letter from the Federal Stu-
dent Aid office dated Au-
gust 28 that confirmed the
cancellation was real.
“Info: Your student loans
have been forgiven,” the
letter read. “Congratula-
tions! The Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration has forgiven
your federal student loan(s)
listed below with Edfinan-
cial Services in full."

Wonder Group buying meal kit
company Blue Apron for about $103

By MICHELLE CHAPMAN
AP Business Writer

Wonder Group is buying
meal

kit company Blue

An example of a home-delivered meal from Blue Apron is

displayed, Oct. 4, 2014

Associated Press
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Apron for about $103 mil-
lion as the company looks
to enhance its offerings.
Wonder Group, which was
founded by e-commerce
mogul Marc Lore, began
with vans that would de-
liver meals to residences,
making the final prepa-
rations curbside. But the
company faced push back
from some residents con-
cerned about the environ-
mental impact of the idling
vans and also dealt with
cost concerns.

It has since started opening
some stores, moving away
from the van delivery ser-
vice.

Blue Apron has built itself
into a known name in the
meal kit sector, but it's
faced increased compe-
fition over the years from
other meal kit businesses,
like Hello Fresh, as well as
restaurant and grocery de-
livery services and at home
chefs.[
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The Supreme Court will decide if state laws limiting
social media platforms violate the Constitution

By Mark Sherman
Associated Press

(AP) — The Supreme Court
agreed Friday to decide
whether state laws that
seek fo regulate Face-
book, TikTok, X and other
social media platforms vio-
late the Constitution.

The justices will review laws
enacted by Republican-
dominated legislatures and
signed by Republican gov-
ernors in Florida and Texas.
While the details vary, both
laws aim fo prevent the
social media companies
from censoring users based
on ftheir viewpoints. The
court's announcement,
three days before the start
of its new term, comes as
the justices continue to
grapple with how laws writ-
ten at the dawn of the digi-
tal age, or earlier, apply to
the online world. The jus-
fices had already agreed
to decide whether public
officials can block critics
from commenting on their
social media accounts,
an issue that previously
came up in a case involv-
ing then-President Donald
Trump. The court dismissed
the Trump case when his
presidential ferm ended in
January 2021.

Separately, the high court
also could consider a low-
er-court order limiting ex-
ecutive branch officials’
communications with so-
cial media companies
about controversial online
posts. In all, the justices
added 12 cases Friday that
will be argued during the
winter. They include:

— A dispute over the FBI's
no-fly list. The appeal came
from the Biden administra-
fion in a case involving an
Oregon man who once
was on the list, but had
been removed years ago.
A federal appeals court
said he could contfinue his
lawsuit because the FBI
never disavowed his initial
inclusion.

— A copyright case that
involves a hit for the hip-
hop artist Flo Rida in which
he made use of someone
else's song from the 1980s.
Music publishing compa-
nies that were sued for
copyright infingement

The Supreme Court is seen in Washington, Sept. 25, 2023. The

v g

new term of the high court begins next Monday, Oct. 2.
(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)

over the 2008 song “In the
Ayer” are challenging a
lower court ruling against
them.

— A plea by landowners in
southeast Texas who want
the state to compensate
them for effectively tak-
ing their property. Their
lawsuit claims that a suc-
cessful project to renovate
Interstate 10 and ensure it
remains passable in bad
weather results in serious
flooding on their properties
in heavy rainfall.

The new social media cas-
es follow conflicting rulings
by two appeals courts, one
of which upheld the Texas
law, while the other struck
down Florida's statute. By a
5-4 vote, the justices kept
the Texas law on hold while
litigation over it confinues.
But the alignment was un-
usual. Chief Justice John
Roberts and Justices Ste-

phen Breyer, Sonia Soto-
mayor, Brett Kavanaugh
and Amy Coney Barrett
voted to grant the emer-
gency request from two
tfechnology industry groups
that challenged the law in
federal court.

Justices Clarence Thomas,
Samuel Alito, Elena Kagan
and Neil Gorsuch would
have allowed the law to
remain in effect. In dissent,
Alito wrote, “Social me-
dia platforms have trans-
formed the way people
communicate with each
other and obtfain news.”
Proponents of the laws, in-
cluding Republican elect-
ed officials in several states
that have similar measures,
have sought to portray so-
cial media companies as
generdally liberal in outlook
and hostile to ideas outside
of that viewpoint, especial-
ly from the political right.
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The tech sector warned
that the laws would pre-
vent platforms from remov-
ing extremism and hate

speech.
“"Online  services have
a well-established  First

Amendment right to host,
curate and share content
as they see fit," Chris Mar-
chese, the litigation direc-
tor for the industry group
NetChoice, said in a state-
ment. "The internet is a vital
platform for free expres-
sion, and it must remain
free from government cen-
sorship. We are confident
the Court will agree.”d

ROCOCO PLAZA

MEGA FLEAMARKET
SUNDAY 1 OCTOBER

Also Weekly fleamarkt

every Saturday INFO

741-5640 Antiqueshop

Open daily 10-2 Sat 9-1
and every FIRST

Sunday open 9am -1pm

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:
Eagle: Tel. 587 9011
San Lucas : Tel. 584 5119

Women in Difficulties

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Europe sirikes back in Ryder Cup and ties record for largest lead

By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer

GUIDONIA  MONTECELIO,
ltaly (AP) — Europe swept
the opening session of
the Ryder Cup for the first
fime in its history, a beat-
ing so thorough that none
of the foursomes matches
reached the 18th hole.
And then somehow it got
even worse for the Ameri-
cans.

Right when they were on
the verge of escaping Fri-
day with a manageable
deficit, Europe delivered
one punch after another
on the 18th hole at Marco
Simone. It left the Ameri-
cans without a single win
on opening day for the
first time in Ryder Cup his-
tory, and it gave Europe a
record-tying lead in its bid
to regain the cup.

Three fourballs matches
came to the 597-yard clos-
ing hole, all of them looking
like a red American point
on the board.

And then Viktor Hovland
made a 25-foot birdie putt.
Jon Rahm made a 35-foot
eagle putt that slammed
info the back of the cup.
Justin Rose finished it with
an 8-foot birdie putt, all
those matches ending in a
fie.

For a moment, it looked like
the day would end with Eu-
rope holding a 5-3 lead.
Instead, it was 6 1/2-1
1/2. The five-point lead
matched the biggest mar-
gin after one day, last done
by Europe at Oakland Hills
in 2004 when it handed the
Americans their worst loss.
“Historic day,” European
captain Luke Donald said
“But we want it to be an
historic week. So the job is
certainly not done. We wiill
all celebrate an amazing
day, but we'll be back to-
morrow morning with the
goal of trying to win fomor-
row morning'’s session.”

U.S. captain Zach Johnson
could only offer hope that
the tide would turn. He of-
fered no excuses other
than a mysterious mention
of a bug going through the
u.S. team.

“It did not go in our fo-
vor today. Doesn't mean
it can’t fomorrow or Sun-

Europe’s Justin Rose celebrates after putting to tie his match on the 18th green during his afternoon
Fourballs match at the Ryder Cup golf tournament at the Marco Simone Golf Club in Guidonia
Montecelio, Italy, Friday, Sept. 29, 2023.

day,” Johnson said. “Tip my
cap to the European team
for playing great golf. Our
fime's coming.”

Europe now needs only to
win eight points from the
remaining 20 matches to
extend its winning streak
at home that dates to
1993. Donald pushed all
the right buttons by start-
ing with foursomes, which
he considered a European
strength that would give
him a hot start.

And then he let his stars do
the work. Rory Mcllroy was
the only player to win both
his matches, even if he
rode the amazing play of
Matt Fitzpatrick in fourballs.
Fitzpatrick won five straight
holes on the front nine in
the only fourballs match
that ended early.

Rahm twice holed big shots
off the green in foursomes
with Tyrrell Hatton and hit
the pin with his tee shot on
a par 3. In the afternoon,
he made two eagles over
the last three holes.
Hovland got this shot-mak-
ing clinic started in the
morning when he chipped
in from 45 feet, off a tight
lie on the fringe and over
a ridge. He ended his day
with that big birdie, a puftt
that paused ever so briefly
before taking one final furn

into the cup.

“They are studs. They are
three of the top four play-
ers in the world,” Donald
said. “You need your super-
stars firing. You need them
playing well. Without that,
it's really an uphill battle.
They stepped up and did
what they needed to do,
and I'm so proud of them.”
Europe had the stars, all the
pivotal shots and a delirious
home crowd pushing them
along the way. It was a
rude welcome and a harsh
reminder to the Americans
why it has been 30 years
since they last won the Ry-
der Cup away from home.
The American stars fell flat.
Xander Schauffele and
Patrick Cantlay lost their
foursomes match to “Fleet-

wood Mac” Mcliroy and
Tommy Fleetwood. The
American tandem had

been 5-0 in foursomes at
the Ryder Cup and Presi-
dents Cup.

Justin Thomas and Jordan
Spieth were undefeated in
fourballs in three previous
Ryder Cup matches. They
had to settle for a a halve
when Hovland made his
big putt.

The lead was even bigger
than the U.S. had over Eu-
rope at Whistling Straits two
years ago, when Europe

Associated Press

had hardly any fans be-
cause of travel restrictions
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“A great day in front of
some amazing home fans,”
Mcllroy said.

There were plenty of Ameri-
can fans at Marco Simone.
They just didn’t make much
noise because there was so
little reason to cheer.

The final blow came from
Rose, at 43 the oldest play-
er at Marco Simone. He
guided around Ryder Cup
rookie Robert Maclintyre
and delivered in the end,
winning three of the last
four holes to scratch out a
halve in the final match on
the course.

“I didn’t want us to be the
only one to lef red on the
board,” Rose said, illustrat-
ing how ruthless Europe felt
with a home crowd on its
side.

“The 18th hole was incred-
ibly kind to us, and the boys
holed some unbelievable
putts,” Rose said. "Those
three ties mean a lot, just
for moral victory as much
as obviously keeping the
score as spread as pos-
sible.’

Europe has started the Ry-
der Cup at home with four-
balls every time since 1993,
which also was the last fime

Europe lost at home. Don-
ald felt his side statistically
was stronger in foursomes
and he wanted a fast start.
Mcllroy said Donald had
Europe play three-hole
mafches in practice to de-
velop a sense of urgency.
Whatever the plan, it
worked to near perfection.
“All week, all we've been
talking about is getting off
to fast starts ... something
Luke has drilled info us,”
Mcllroy said. “We were
ready to go from the first
tee shot, obviously, as you
can see in how everyone
played.”

Johnson also had a plan
for the five sessions, only
this beating was so bad
it brought to mind what
heavyweight Mike Tyson
once said of Evander Holy-
field: “Everyone has a plan
until they get punched in
the mouth.”

The Americans were blood-
ied, all right.

It took six hours and 25 min-
utes after the Ryder Cup
began for the Americans
to lead in any match.

Even so, the Americans
were poised to keep the
deficit at 5-3, which would
salvage the day and per-
haps swing momentum in
their favor. And then Eu-
rope delivered in the clutch
by flipping three matches
late.

“It's not the start we want-
ed, but fortunately for us
we've got a lot of golf left,”
Thomas said. “But tomor-
row is important. We've put
ourselves in a spot where
every session is extremely
important.” ]
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It looks like it'll take all 162 games to decide MLB’s postseason

races

By DAVID BRANDT

AP Baseball Writer
PHOENIX (AP) — It might
take all 162 games to de-
cide the playoff races in
both the National League
and American League.
The epicenter of the wild-
card chase this weekend
is in Arizona at Chase Field.
Thanks to some fortuitous
interleague scheduling, the
Al's Houston Astros face
the NL's Arizona Diamond-
backs in a three-game set
crucial to races in both
leagues.

Defending champion Hous-
ton is fighting for a berth
after a September swoon.
The Diamondbacks who
have played better lately
after their own second-half
slide are trying to make the
postseason for the first time
since 2017.

“We know it's right in front
of us,” Arizona manager
Torey Lovullo said after his
feam beat the White Sox
on Wednesday. “We con-
frol our own destiny in this
particular situation.”

Here's a look af some of
the other series this week-
end that will decide the
postseason field:

Rangers at Mariners: This is
a big four-game set that
actually began Thursday

L
T

Texas Rangers’ Marcus Semien, right, celebrates his home run against the Los Angeles Angels with
Adolis Garcia during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Sept. 27, 2023, in Anaheim,

Calif.

night, with both teams
fighting for position in the
AL West and the AL wild-
card race. The Rangers
have played well over the
past 1 1/2 weeks, opening
a 2 1/2-game division lead.
Texas probably is fine with
a win or two in the series
while Seattle might need to
sweep.

Rays at Blue Jays: The Rays
have already secured their

berth and are locked info
their playoff spot after the
Orioles won the AL East on
Thursday. The Blue Jays are
fighting for an AL wild-card
spot and winning at least
two of three against Tampa
Bay would go a long way
foward securing that goal.
Cubs at Brewers: The Cubs
just finished a tough series
against Aflanta and have
lost nine times in Septem-
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ber in games in which they
led. The Brewers have won
the NL Central.

Marlins at Pirates: The Mar-
lins have been playing
roughly .500 ball for the
better part of a month.
They'll need a big week-
end against the Pirates
possibly a sweep to have
a chance at making the
postseason.

Reds at Cardinals: The sur-

prising Reds have been slid-
ing some in recent weeks.
They'll likely need a sweep
over the Cardinals fo have
much of a shot at sneaking
into the postseason.
AWARDS RACES

The most infrigue sfill sur-
rounds the NL Cy Young
Award race, which has a
handful of solid candidates
in San Diego’s Blake Snell,
Chicago’s Justin Steele, Ari-
zona's Zac Gallen and At-
lanta’s Spencer Strider.
Strider’s got a shot in his fi-
nal start to become the
majors only 20-game win-
ner. Steele and Gallen wiill
have one more chance to
impress in the middle of the
NL wild-card race.

Ronald Acuna Jr. recently
created the 40-homer,
70-stolen base club after
the Braves star became the
first player to reach both
those marks in the same
season. With apologies to
teammate Maftt Olson and
Dodgers standouts Mookie
Befts and Freddie Freeman,
he's sfill the favorite for the
National League MVP.
Yankees star Gerrit Cole
pitched a two-hit shutout
against  Toronto, clinch-
ing the AL ERA ftitle and
strengthening his Cy Young
case.d

NFL confirms Brazil and Spain site trips as international

and demand’ grows

NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL
touted the global demand
for its product ahead of its
five infernational games
and confirmed Friday that
cities in Brazil and Spain are
under review as potential
hosts in the future.

London hosts three games
this season, beginning Sun-
day when the Jacksonville
Jaguars play the Atlanta
Falcons at Wembley Sta-
dium. In November, two
games will be played in
Frankfurt, Germany, includ-
ing a potential blockbust-
er when the Kansas City
Chiefs face the Miami Dol-
phins.

The league has made an
aggressive push interna-

fionally by adding a 17th
game to the schedule to
facilitate games abroad
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A general overall interior view as the Green Bay Packers take on
the New York Giants during an NFL football game at Toltenham

and give teams marketing
rights in various countries.
“There is passion and de-

Hotspur Stadium in London, Sunday, Oct. 9, 2022.
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mand for our game and for
the NFL outside the US, and
that's why we're exploring
it as fully as we are,” said
Peter O'Reilly, the NFL's ex-
ecutive vice president for
club business, and interna-
tional and league events,
in a media call on Friday.
The first  regular-season
game in Germany last year
was considered a success.
Tom Brady and the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers beat the
Seaftle Seahawks 21-16 in
Munich.

“We've seen the impact
of bringing a game to a
new market like last year in
Germany, and the impact
locally, the response from
fans,” O'Reilly said.

‘passion

O'Reilly said there's no
fimeline on decisions for
adding new cifies. But he
confirmed that league of-
ficials recently made site
visits fo Rio de Janeiro and
Sao Paulo in Brazil and Ma-
drid in Spain where they
were ‘“building relation-
ships, looking at the stadia
there, looking at the op-
erations partners, the infra-
structure.”

In a recent interview with
The Associated Press, NFL
Head of Europe and UK
Brett Gosper said 2024
hasn’'t been ruled out for
a new host city: “We're
examining that possibility
along with years beyond
that."( 4
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