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U.S. infiltrates big ransomware gang:
‘We hacked the hackers’
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Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco flanked by Attorney General Merrick Garland, left, and
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Director Christopher Wray speaks during a news conference
to announce an international ransomware enforcement action, at the Department of Justice in
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Washington, Thursday, Jan. 26, 2023.

By ERIC TUCKER and FRANK BAJAK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The FBI and interna-
fional partners have at least temporarily
disrupted the network of a prolific ransom-
ware gang they infiltrated last year, sav-
ing victims including hospitals and school
districts a potential $130 million in ransom
payments, Attorney General Merrick Gar-
lond and other U.S. officials announced
Thursday. “Simply put, using lawful means
we hacked the hackers,” Deputy Attorney
General Lisa Monaco said at a news con-
ference. Officials said the targeted syndi-
cate, known as Hive, is among the world’s
top five ransomware networks and has
heavily targeted health care. The FBI qui-
etly accessed its control panel in July and
was able to obtain software keys it used
with German and other partners to de-
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Associated Press

crypt networks of some 1,300 victims glob-
ally, said FBI Director Christopher Wray.
How the takedown will affect Hive's long-
term operations is unclear. Officials an-
nounced no arrests but said, fo pursue
prosecutions, they were building a map of
the administrators who manage the soft-
ware and the affiliates who infect targets
and negotiate with victims.

“I think anyone involved with Hive should
be concerned because this investigation
is ongoing,” Wray said.

On Wednesday night, FBI agents seized
computer servers in Los Angeles used fo
support the network. Two Hive dark web
sites were seized: one used for leaking
data of non-paying victims, the other for
negotiating extortion payments.
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U.S. infilirates big ransomware gang: ‘We hacked the hackers’

Continued from Front

“"Cybercrime is a constant-
ly evolving threat, but as |
have said before, the Jus-
tice Department will spare
no resource fo bring to jus-
tice anyone anywhere that
targets the United States
with  a ransomware aft-
tack,” Garland said.

He said the infiltration, led
by the FBI's Tampa office,
allowed agents in one in-
stance to disrupt a Hive at-
tack against a Texas school
district, stopping it from
making a $5 milion pay-
ment.

It's a big win for the Justice
Department. Ransomware
is the world’s biggest cy-
bercrime headache with
everything from Britain’s
postal service and Ireland’s
national health network to
Costa Rica’s government
crippled by Russian-speak-
ing syndicates that enjoy
Kremlin protection.

The criminals lock up, or
encrypt, victims' networks,
steal sensitive data and de-
mand large sums. Their ex-
tortion has evolve to where
data is pilfered before ran-
somware is activated, then
effectively held hostage.
Pay up in cryptocurrency
or it is released publicly.

As an example of a Hive
sting, Garland said it kept
one Midwestern hospital in
2021 from accepting new

b

Attorney General Merrick Garland flanked by Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco, left, and

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Director Christopher Wray speaks during a news conference
to announce an international ransomware enforcement action, at the Department of Justice in
Washington, Thursday, Jan. 26, 2023.

patients at the height of
the COVID-19 epidemic.
The online takedown no-
tice, alternating in Eng-
lish and Russian, mentions
Europol and German law
enforcement partners. The
German news agency dpa
qguoted prosecutors in Stutt-
gart as saying cyber spe-
cialists in the southwestern
town of Esslingen were de-
cisive in penetrating Hive's
criminal IT infrastructure af-
fer a local company was
victimized.

In a statement, Europol said

companies in more than
80 countries, including oil
multinationals, have been
compromised by Hive and
that law enforcement from
13 counfries was in on the
infiltration.

A US. government ad-
visory last year said Hive
ransomware actors victim-
ized over 1,300 companies
worldwide from June 2021
through November 2022,
netting about $100 million
in payments. Criminals us-
ing Hive's ransomware-as-
a-service tools targeted a

Associated Press

wide range of businesses
and critical infrastructure,
including government,
manufacturing and espe-
cially health care.

Though the FBI offered de-
cryption keys to some 1,300
victims globally, Wray said
only about 20% reported
potential issues to law en-
forcement.

“Here, fortunately, we were
stil able to identify and
help many victims who
didn’t report. But that is not
always the case,” Wray
said. “When victims report

aftacks to us, we can help
them and others, t00.”
Victims sometimes quietly
pay ransoms without no-
tifying authorities — even
if they've quickly restored
networks — because the
data stolen from them
could be extremely dam-
aging fo them if leaked on-
line. Identity theft is among
the risks.

John Hultquist, the head of
threat intelligence at the
cybersecurity firm Mandi-
ant, said the Hive disrup-
fion won't cause a major
drop in overall ransomware
activity but is nonetheless
“a blow to a dangerous
group.”

“Unfortunately, the criminal
marketplace at the heart of
the ransomware problem
ensures a Hive competitor
will be standing by to offer
a similar service in their ab-
sence, but they may think
twice before allowing their
ransomware to be used to
target hospitals,” Hultquist
said.

But analyst Brett Callow
with the cybersecurity firm
Emsisoft said the operation
is apt to lessen ransom-
ware crooks’ confidence in
what has been a very high
reward-low risk  business.
“The information collected
may point to affiliates, laun-
derers and others involved
in the ransomware supply
chain."4

U.S. military kills senior Islamic State official in Somalia

Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin speaks during a meeting
with Albanian Defense Minister Niko Peleshi at the Pentagon,
Thursday, Jan. 26, 2023, in Washington.

By AAMER MADHANI and
COLLEEN LONG

Associated Press

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S.

special operations forces
have killed a senior Islamic
State group official and 10
other terrorist operatives in
remote northern Somalia,
the Biden administration
announced Thursday.

The operation carried out
on Wednesday targeted
Bilal al-Sudani, a key finan-
cial facilitator for the globall
terrorist organization, in a
mountainous cave com-
plex.

“This action leaves the Unit-
ed States and its partners
safer and more secure,
and it reflects our steadfast
commitment to protecting
Americans from the threat
of terrorism at home and
abroad,” Defense Secre-
fary Lloyd Austin said in a

statement.

President Joe Biden was
briefed last week about
the  proposed  mission,
which came together af-
ter months of planning.
He gave final approval o
carry out the operation this
week, according to two of-
ficials who briefed report-
ers on the operation on the
condition of anonymity.
Sudani, who has been on
the radar for U.S. infelli-
gence officials for years,
played a key role in help-
ing to fund IS operations in
Africa as well as the ISIS-K
terrorist branch operating
in Afghanistan, Austin said.
He had originally been des-
ignated the Treasury De-
partment in 2012 for his role

with al-Shabab, another
terrorist organization, oper-
afing in Somalia.

No civilians were injured or
kiled in the operation, Pen-
tagon officials said. One
American involved in the
operation was bitten by a
military dog, but was not
seriously injured, accord-
ing to an administration of-
ficial.

U.S. officials provided scant
details about how the op-
erafion was carried out
or the circumstances sur-
rounding al-Sudani's  kill-
ing. One official said that
U.S. forces had intfended to
capture al-Sudani but that
did not prove to be ‘“fea-
sible” as the operation was
carried out.(d
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Past U.S. presidents, VPs asked to recheck for classified docs

By COLLEEN LONG and
ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Natfional  Archives  has
asked former U.S. presi-
dents and vice presidents
fo recheck their personal
records for any classified
documents following the
news that President Joe
Biden and former Vice
President Mike Pence had
such documents in their
possession, two people fo-
miliar with the maftter said
Thursday.

The Archives sent a lefter
Thursday to representatives
of former presidents and
vice presidents extending
back to Ronald Reagan to
ensure compliance with the
Presidential Records Act,
according to the two peo-
ple, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because
they were not authorized o
speak about investigations.
The act states that any re-
cords creatfed or received
by the president are the
property of the U.S. govern-
ment and will be managed
by the archives at the end
of the administration.

The Archives sent the letter
to representatives of former
Presidents Donald Trump,
Barack Obama, George
W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George
H.W. Bush and Ronald Reao-
gan, and former Vice Presi-
dents Pence, Biden, Dick
Cheney, Al Gore and Dan
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The north face of the Archives of the United States is seen in this general view March 11, 2019, in

Washington.

Quayle, they said.

The letter was first reported
by CNN.

Spokespeople for former
presidents Trump, Obama,
George W. Bush and Clin-
ton and former vice presi-
dents Pence, Dick Cheney,
Al Gore and Dan Quayle
did not immediately re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

Biden's lawyers came
across  classified  docu-
ments from his time as vice
president in a locked cabi-
net as they were packing
up an office he no longer

uses in November. Since
then, subsequent searches
by the FBI and Biden's law-
yers have turned up more
documents. Former Vice
President Pence, too, this
week, discovered docu-
ments and turned them in
after saying previously he
did not believe he had any.
The White House did notim-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment but the
searches by Biden's attor-
neys and the FBl appear to
fulfill the Archives’ request.
The Archives had no com-
ment.

Associated Press

Handling of classified docu-
ments has been a problem
off and on for decades,
from presidents to Cabinet
members and staff across
multiple administrations
stretching as far back as
Jimmy Carter. But the issue
has taken on greater signifi-
cance since former Presi-
dent Donald Trump willfully
retained classified mate-
rial at his Florida estate,
prompting the unprece-
dented FBI seizure of thou-
sands of pages of records
last year.

Attorney General Mer-

rick Garland appointed a
special counsel to investi-
gate Trump’s handling of
the documents, and also
Biden's.

It turns out that officials from
all levels of government
discover they are in posses-
sion of classified material
and turn it over to authori-
ties at least several times
a year, according to an-
other person familiar with
the matter who spoke on
the condition of anonymity
due fo the sensitive nature
of classified documents.
Current and former officials
involved in the handling of
classified information say
that while there are clear
policies for how such infor-
mation should be reviewed
and stored, those policies
are sometfimes pushed
aside at the highest levels.
Teams of national secu-
rity officials, secretaries and
military aides who share re-
sponsibility for keeping top-
level executives informed
— and the executfives
themselves — may bend
the rules for convenience,
expediency or sometimes
simple carelessness.

While much of the attention
has been on classified infor-
mation, the Presidential Re-
cords Act actually requires
that, from the Reagan ad-
ministration onward, all re-
cords must be transferred
fo the Archives regardless
of classification.[]

New U.S. race, ethnicity standards
proposed; first since ‘97

By MIKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press

A Middle Eastern and North
African category could be
added to U.S. federal sur-
veys and censuses, and
changes could be made
to how Hispanics are able
to self-identify, under pre-
liminary recommenda-
tions released Thursday by
the Biden administratfion in
what would be the first up-
date to race and ethnicity
standards in a quarter cen-
tury. The federal govern-
ment’'s standards haven't
been changed since 1997,
two decades after they
were created as part of an

effort to collect consistent
race and ethnicity data
across federal agencies
when handling censuses,
federal surveys and ap-
plication forms for govern-
ment benefits.

Questions  about  race
and Hispanic ethnicity are
asked separately using the
1997 standards. They would
be combined into a single
question under the initfial
proposals, which were
made by a working group
of representatives from dif-
ferent federal agencies
convened by the Office of
Management and Budget.
Some advocates have

been pushing for combin-
ing the race and Hispanic
origin questions, saying the
way race is categorized
often confuses Hispanic re-
spondents who are not sure
how to answer. Tests by the
Census Bureau in the 2010
census showed that com-
bining the questions yield-
ed higher response rates.

Using the 1997 standards,
U.S. residents from Middle
Eastern and North African
countries were encour-
aged to identify as “white.”
Under the new proposal,
there would be a separate
category for people often
referred to by the “MENA"

Workers at ACCESS, the Arab Community Center for Economic
and Social Services, help with meals for the Arab community in
Dearborn, Mich., on May 1, 2020.

acronym. The Census Bu-
reau recommended add-
ing a MENA category to
the 2020 census form, but
the Trump administration
dropped the idea.

Associated Press

Among the countries of ori-
gin that would get a check
for the MENA category
would be Lebanon, Iran,
Egypt, Syria, Morocco and
Israel, the notice said.4
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Colorado baker loses appeal over transgender birthday cake

By COLLEEN SLEVIN
Associated Press

DENVER (AP) — The Colo-
rado baker who won a par-
fial U.S. Supreme Court vic-
tory after refusing to make
a gay couple's wedding
cake because of his Chris-
tian faith lost an appeal
Thursday in his latest legal
fight, involving his rejection
of a request for a birthday
cake celebrating a gender
transition.

The Colorado Court of Ap-
peals ruled that that the
cake Autumn Scardina re-
quested from Jack Phillips
and Masterpiece Cake-
shop, which was to be pink
with blue frosting, is not a
form of speech.

It also found that the state
law that makes it illegal to
refuse to provide services to
people based on protect-
ed characteristics like race,
religion or sexual orienta-
fion does not violate busi-
ness owners' right to prac-
fice or express their religion.
Relying on the findings of a
Denver judge in a 2021 trial
in the dispute, the appeals
court said Phillips’ shop ini-
tially agreed to make the
cake but then refused af-
ter Scardina explained
that she was going to use
it fo celebrate her fransi-
fion from male to female.
“We conclude that creat-
ing a pink cake with blue
frosting is not inherently ex-
pressive and any message

Jack Phillips, who's case was heard by the Supreme Court five years ago after he objected to
designing a wedding cake for a gay couple, speaks to supporters outside the Supreme Court in
Washington, Monday, Dec. 5, 2022.

or symbolism it provides to
an observer would not be
aftributed to the baker,”
said the court, which also
rejected procedural argu-
ments from Phillips.

Phillips, who is represent-
ed by Alliance Defending
Freedom, maintains that
the cakes he creates are a
form of speech and plans
to appeal.

“"One need not agree with
Jack’s views to agree that
all Americans should be
free to say what they be-
lieve, even if the govern-
ment disagrees with those

beliefs,” ADF senior counsel
Jake Warner said in a state-
ment. John McHugh, one
of the lawyers who rep-
resent Scardina, said the
court looked carefully at
all the arguments and evi-
dence from the ftrial.

“They just object to the idea
of Ms. Scardina wanting a
birthday cake that reflects
her status as a transgen-
der woman because they
object to the existence of
fransgender people,” he
said of Phillips and his shop.
In 2018, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled that the Colo-

Associated Press

rado Civil Rights Commis-
sion had acted with anti-
religious bias in enforcing
the anfi-discrimination law
against Phillips after he re-
fused fo bake a cake cel-
ebrating the wedding of
Charlie Craig and Dave
Mullins in 2012. The justices
called the commission un-
fairly dismissive of Phillips’
religious beliefs.

The high court did not rule
then on the larger issue of
whether a business can in-
voke religious objections
to refuse service to LGBTQ
people, but it has another

chance to do so.

Last year it heard another
case challenging Colo-
rado’s  anfi-discrimination
law, brought by a Christian
graphic artist who does
not want to design wed-
ding websites for same-sex
couples. Lorie Smith, who
is also represented by ADF,
claims the law violates her
freedom of speech.
Scardina, an attorney, at-
tempted to order her cake
on the same day in 2017
that the Supreme Court an-
nounced it would hear Phil-
lips” appeal in the wedding
cake case. During frial, she
testified that she wanted to
“challenge the veracity”
of Phillips’ statements that
he would serve LGBTQ cus-
tomers.

Before filing her lawsuit,
Scardina first filed a com-
plaint against Phillips with
the state and the civil rights
commission, which found
probable cause that he
had discriminated against
her.

Phillips then filed a federal
lawsuit against Colorado,
accusing it of a “crusade to
crush” him by pursuing the
complaint.

In March 2019, lawyers
for the state and Phillips
agreed to drop both cases
under a seftlement Scardi-
na was not involved in. She
pursued the lawsuit against
Phillips and Masterpiece on
her own.]

Floodwaters cover a property along River Rd. in Monterey
County, Cdlif., as the Salinas River overflows its banks on Jan.
13, 2023.

By ADAM BEAM
Associated Press
SACRAMENTO, Cadlif. (AP)
— Weeks of historic rainfall
in California mean pub-
lic agencies that supply

Associated Press
27 million people will get
much more water from
the state than they were
scheduled to get a month
ago — enough to supply
an estimated 4.4 million

California storms boost water allocation

for cities

households for a year.

In December, state officials
announced public water
agencies would get just
5% of what they had asked
for because of a severe
drought that had deplet-
ed the state’s reservoirs 1o
dangerously low levels.

But starting on New Year's
Eve, a weather phenome-
non known as “atmospher-
ic rivers” began pummeling
California for weeks. Nine
atmospheric rivers dumped
an estimated 32 trillion gal-
lons of water on the state in
three weeks. It was enough
fo increase water storage
in the state’s two largest

reservoirs by a combined
66%. More water could be
on the way. Thursday's al-
location does not include
water that will eventually
come in the spring when
the snow melfs in the Sierra
Nevada. As of Tuesday,
California had more than
twice as much snow in the
mountains compared to
hits historical average.

“We are pleased that we
can increase the alloco-
tion now and provide more
water to local water agen-
cies,” said Karla Nemeth,
director of the state Depart-
ment of Water Resources.
“These storms made clear

the importance of our ef-
forts to modernize our ex-
isting water infrastructure
for an era of intensified
drought and flood. Given
these dramatic  swings,
these storm flows are badly
needed to refill groundwao-
ter basins and support re-
cycled water plants.”

The U.S. Drought Monitor
said Thursday that severe
drought was reduced to
moderate drought in most
of the San Joaquin Valley
and the lowest category —
abnormal dryness — has re-
placed moderate drought
on the entire central coast,
including Monterey Bay.
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Consul: 20% of Americans in Hong Kong left in past 2 years

KANIS LEUNG

HONG KONG (AP) — About
20% of the Americans in
Hong Kong have left for
various reasons over the
past two years, the U.S.
consul general in the semi-
autonomous Chinese city
said, drawing harsh criti-
cism from Beijing for alleg-
edly interfering in its affairs.
Hong Kong'’s strict anti-CO-
VID-19 measures and “di-
minishing freedoms” have
“clearly impacted the city
and the people init,” Greg
May said, citing the de-
parture of roughly 15,000
Americans as one of the
outcomes. He said about
70,000 Americans and
1,300 U.S. companies are
currently present in Hong
Kong. In a video address
late Wednesday to the U.S.
Center for Strategic & Inter-
national Studies, May also
said worries remain over
Hong Kong's ‘“reputation
as a business center which
depends on adherence
fo international standards
and the rule of law.”
Among those concerns
was an interpretation last
month by the standing
committee of National
People's Congress, Chi-
na's legislature, that could

A man walks past U.S. Consulate in Hong Kong Monday, March 15, 2021.

“further undermine the
independence of Hong
Kong's judiciary system by
expanding the Hong Kong
executive branch’s author-
ity to make decisions af-
fecting cases without judi-
cial oversight,” May said.

The standing committee
ruled that Hong Kong's
courts need the approval
of the fterritory’s chief ex-
ecutive or a separate com-
mittee to allow foreign law-

yers to take part in national
security trials.

That came after Hong Kong
leader John Lee, who is un-
der U.S. sanctions, asked
Beijing to make a ruling
that could effectively block
jailed pro-democracy pub-
lisher Jimmy Lai from hiring
a Brifish lawyer to represent
him. Lai was arrested in
2020 during a crackdown
on the city’s pro-democro-
cy movement that led Bei-

Associated Press

jing to impose a sweeping
National Security Law on
the city. He is fighting collu-
sion charges and faces up
to life in prison if convicted.
May said that in light of
the standing committee’s
ruling and other develop-
ments, “companies should
be aware that the risks
faced in mainland China
are now increasingly pres-
ent here in Hong Kong.”

“The National Security Law

and actions taken by Bei-
jing and Hong Kong author-
ities may negatively impact
company staff, finances,
legal compliance reputo-
fion and operations,” he
said.

Hong Kong's reputation as
a free global financial cen-
ter could be further harmed
if more of the "“best and
brightest” leave the city,
he said, referring to the de-
cision by many Hong Kong
citizens to move abroad aof-
ter 2020.

The city’'s government
should “cease its disman-
flement of Hong Kong's
democratic institutions, au-
fonomy and rule of law,”
release those held unjustly
and “respect human rights
for all,” May said.

In a response, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry’s office in
Hong Kong said May “slan-
dered the rule of law and
freedom in Hong Kong”
and “deliberately discred-
ited Hong Kong's business
environment."May  “reck-
lessly trampled on the ba-
sic principle of not interfer-
ing with a place’s domestic
affairs under international
law and international rela-
fions,” it said in a statement
posted online.]

Haitian police rebels protest gang
killings of officers

PIERRE RICHARD LUXAMA
and MEGAN JANETSKY

The Associated Press
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP)
— Disgruntled rebel police
officers roared through the
streets of Haiti's capital of
Port-au-Prince  on Thurs-
day, blocking roads and
shooting guns info the air
to protest a slew of killings
of police officers by Haitian
gangs.

Gangs have killed at least
10 officers in the past week;
another is missing and one
more has severe bullet
wounds, according to the
Haitian National Police.

A video obtained by The
Associated Press and ac-
knowledged by police on
Thursday — likely recorded
by gangs — shows the na-

ked and bloodied bodies
of six officers stretched out
on the dirt, their guns laying
on their chests. The gang
who killed them, known as
Gan Girif, still has the bod-
ies, police said.

The killings are just the lat-
est example of escalating
violence in the Caribbean
nafion, which has been
gripped by gang wars and
political chaos following
the 2021 assassination of
President Jovenel Moise.
His unelected successor
has asked the United Na-
tions to lead a military inter-
vention, but no country has
been wiling to put boots
on the ground.

The deaths enraged mem-
bers of Fantom 509, an
armed group of current

and former police officers
that has violently demand-
ed better conditions for of-
ficers.

Dozens of these men wove
through city on Thursday,
many wearing hoods along
with police uniforms, flak
jackets and rifles and au-
fomatic weapons. They
seized buses fo blockade
roads and ftforched fires
across the city, leaving
smoke plummeting through
the streets.

Many demanded tougher
crackdowns on the gangs,
and called for the end to
the current government of
Ariel Henry, which many
Haitians view as illegifi-
mate. At one point, dem-
onstrators broke down one
of the gates outside Henry's

National police control security on a street in Port-au-Prince,
Haiti, Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023.

home.

“If they are killing police of-
ficers, me as a citizen, what
should | do?"” one protester
in a mask screamed info an
Associated Press camera.
“The police are second
only to God and we're go-
ing to stand behind them.”
A video recorded by local
Haitian media shows empty

Associated Press

streets and closed business-
es on a key road of Port-
au-Prince where the rebel
group passed through.

In addifion to the bodies
displayed by the gang, a
number of officers were
killed last week in a firefight
with gangs in a neighbor-
hood that was once con-
sidered relatively safe.(]
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U.N. food agency: Afghan malnutrition rates at record high

By EBRAHIM NOROOIZI
Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP)
— Malnutrition rates in Af-
ghanistan are at record
highs with half the coun-
fry enduring severe hun-
ger throughout the year, a
spokesman for the World
Food Program said Thurs-
day.

The Taliban takeover in Au-
gust 2021 drove millions into
poverty and hunger after
foreign aid stopped almost
overnight. Sanctions on Tal-
iban rulers, a halt on bank
transfers and frozen billions
in  Afghanistan’s currency
reserves restricted access
to global institutions and
the outside money that
supported the country’s
aid-dependent economy
before the withdrawal of
U.S. and NATO forces.

“"Half of Afghanistan en-
dures severe hunger
throughout the vyear, re-
gardless of the season, and
malnutrition rates are at a
record high for Afghani-
stan,” said Phillipe Kropf,
a spokesman for the U.N.
food agency in Kabul.
“There are seven million
children (under the age of
5) and mothers who are
malnourished, in a country
with a population of 40 mil-
lion.”

Afghans are not starving

{

™

Mothers along with babies who suffer from malnutrition wait to receive help and check-up at a
clinic that run by the WFP, in Kabul, Afghanistan, Thursday, Jan. 26, 2023.

to death, he said, but they
have no resources left to
stave off the humanitarian
Crisis.

Aid agencies have been
providing food, education
and healthcare support o
Afghans, including heat-
ing, cash for fuel and warm
clothes. But distribution has
been severely impacted
by a Taliban edict banning
women from working at
national and international
nongovernmental groups.
“The ban has come at the

worst  possible moment,”
said Kropf. “Families and
communities don’'t know
where their next meal is
coming from.”

The WFP scaled up its deliv-
ery and distribution of aid in
anficipation of a fough win-
ter before the ban came
in, planning toreach 15 mil-
lion this month with emer-
gency food assistance and
nutrition support. While it is
not directly affected by the
ban, 19 of its NGO partners
suspended operations in

Associated Press

Afghanistan following the
Dec. 24 edict.

The NGO ban on women
workers has seen the sus-
pension of 115 of 437 mo-
bile health clinics, affect-
ing 82,000 children, and
pregnant and lactating
women. The suspension of
a training project is hurt-
ing 39,300 people, mostly
women, while the pause
of a school snack program
has hit 616,000 students.

At a nuftrition clinic in Ka-
bul, 32-year-old nurse Anisa

Samadi said most children
and mothers will die with-
out support from agencies
like the WFP and World
Health Organization. Their
help is needed now more
than ever, she told The As-
sociated Press on Thursday.
“In the last five months |
have seen the number of
patients increasing. Three
months ago we had 48 pa-
fients. Last month, we had
76 and this month so far
we have 69 or 70, mostly
we have twins who are so
weak, while their mothers
are also weak.”

Shortages of medicine
alongside poverty and a
lack of food means even a
small illness can turn info a
huge problem for many Af-
ghans, she said.

Her colleague, 30-year-old
nutrition adviser Sheba Hus-
sanzada, said children at
the clinic receive therapeu-
fic food. But the children re-
turn with pneumonia, caus-
ing unhealthy weight loss.
“Mothers are saying that
they don't have wood or
any other way to keep their
children warm af home.
They don’'t have enough
food fto feed them,” she
said. First-time mother Fe-
reshta, 24, visited the clinic
because she doesn’'t have
enough milk to feed her
child. 4

ICC judges

By MIKE CORDER
Associated Press

THE HAGUE, Netherlands
(AP) — International Crimi-
nal Court judges on Thurs-
day cleared the way for
the court's prosecution of-
fice fo resume its investiga-
fion info the so-called war
on drugs in the Philippines.
Prosecutor Karim Khan
asked judges for permission
last year to reactivate his
investigation into alleged
crimes against  humanity
between Nov. 1, 2011, and
March 16, 2019 that were
linked to the deadly crack-
down.

The probe was suspended
in late 2021 after the Philip-
pines said it already was in-
vestigating the crimes and

reopen probe into Philippines’ ‘war on drugs’

argued the ICC a court of
last resort therefore did not
have jurisdiction.

Khan argued last year he

should be allowed to re-
open the ICC investigation,
saying Manila’s request for
the case to be deferred
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In this photo provided by the Malacanang Presidential
Photographers Division, Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte
listens during a meeting with government officials at the
Malacanang presidential palace in Manila, Philippines on

Monday May 23, 2022.

Associated Press

to authorities there "is not
warranted.”

In their ruling Thursday, a
panel of judges agreed,
saying that after examin-
ing information from the
Philippines government
and Khan and weighing
comments from victims,
they concluded “the vari-
ous domestic initiatives and
proceedings, assessed col-
lectively, do not amount
to tangible, concrete and
progressive  investigative
steps in a way that would
sufficiently mirror the court’s
investigation.”

More than 6,000 drug sus-
pects, most of them people
who lived in poverty, have
been killed, according to
government  pronounce-

ments. Human rights groups
say the death toll is consid-
erably higher and should
include many unsolved kill-
ings by motorcycle-riding
gunmen who may have
been deployed by police.
Former Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte has de-
fended the crackdown as
“lawfully directed against
drug lords and pushers
who have for many years
destroyed the present
generation, especially the
youth.”

Duterte openly threatened
drug suspects with death
and ordered police fo
shoot suspects who dan-
gerously resisted arrest, but
he has denied condoning
extrajudicial killings.(4
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Lime to be tested on the monument of School 1888

ORANJESTAD - At the be-
ginning of January, Sticht-
ing Monumentenfonds Aru-
ba (Aruba Monument Fund
Foundation, SMFA) began
big maintenance work on
the exterior of the building
that is now known as Al-
gemene Rekenkamer Aru-
ba, which is a monument
known under the name of
School 1888.

The building in Whilhelimi-
nastraat is part of the 16
monuments owned by
SMFA, and the foundation is
in charge of maintenance,
and this building certainly
is a big challenge for the
foundation. In various oc-
casions, investments were
made in maintfenance and
in the short term deteriora-
tion was noticed on the
building. This deterioration
is probably caused by the
change in material in the
past, where it was switched
over to plaster and ce-
ment which caused that
the wall could not breathe
and made the stones in
the wall deteriorate little by
little. Originally, the build-
ing was made using lime.
For this reason, SMFA made
the decision to test on the
building, by substituting
the existing plaster for a
plaster based on lime. The
paint that will be applied
will also be based on lime,
which will allow the wall to
breathe.

In the last few years, SMFA

carried out different re-
search and courses regard-
ing the technique of lime
application together with
experts from the United
States as well as Trinidad
and Tobago. In the proj-
ects for the Lime Kiln in Ran-

cho and at the California
Lighthouse, lime was used
in order to go back to the
original material and this is
giving good results.

For this reason, the decision
was made to apply this to
the Monument School 1888
as well. Lime will be ap-

plied only on a portion of
the facade, and the rest of
the building will get regular
maintenance as was done
in the past, when blast fur-
nace cement was used.

After different companies
which participated in the
courses for lime application
in the past made an offer
for the project, the mainte-
nance work was entrusted
to GPS Construction. Aside
from this, a invitation was
extended to other compa-
nies that want to observe
the process so they can
also experience the tech-
nigue of plaster with lime.

School 1888

The Monument School 1888
was built between 1887
and 1888 and was de-
signed by the chief of the
construction  department

in Curacao, Antoine Martis,
in a neoclassic style. Origi-
nally it was the first public
school of Aruba. In 1921,
received the
Julianaschool,

the school
name of

and after this it moved to
Madurostraat, and the
name was changed fo
Prinses Margrietschool in
1943. During World War I,
the building served as de-
fence barracks. The func-
fion of barracks brought a
lot of change for the build-
ing, fo which different new
parts were constructed.
Between 1953 and 1955
the old building was reno-
vated and it became Pub-
lic Reading Room and Li-
brary (Openbare Leeszaal
en Boekerij) and after 1982
it served as government of-
fices.

In 2005 the restoration and
expansion of the building
began, for which all non-
original parts, that were
not part of the protection
of the monument, were
removed and the building
was expanded in a more
modern style. For many
years already it is the of-
fice of Algemene Rekenka-
mer Aruba (General Audit
Chamber Aruba, ARA)

For the current mainte-
nance project, ARA will re-
main in the building, and
SMFA thanks the workers of
ARA for the understanding
and apologizes in advance
for the inconvenience that
may be caused by the
maintenance work.

At the end of the project,
they will have a beauti-
ful monument once more
to represent them. With
this maintenance project,
SMFA continues preserving
the beautiful monument of
School 1888 for the future.[ ]
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Paseo Herencia is always fun and exciting to visit
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dining and entertainment options in an outdoor center
located in the heart of Palm Beach.

Shopping

The Paseo Herencia stores offer a great collection in
beach wear, clothing, perfume, shoes, jewelry, souve-
nirs and much more. Pamper yourself by visiting Mag-
gy’'s and enjoy their salon services and shop for your
favorite beauty products. Aruba Aloe has that perfect
gift to bring back home, all made with natural ingredi-
ents. Other brand favorites are Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin
Klein, Aldo, Carmen Steffens, Quiksilver, Pandora and
many more.

Daily
5:00pm to 10:00p

Daily for Lunch and Dinner

10:20 am to 10:00 pm

Website: wwv vestdeck.com

NOORD— Paseo Herencia offers a variety of shopping,

Restaurants

Start with a breakfast
meal at Chill Out Island
Café for a fluffy souf-
fle pancake with your

choice of toppings,
breakfast  sandwiches
or acai bowls plus your
favorite bubble tea. TGl
Fridays offers breakfast
options starting from
$8.57, available all day -
every day. Go Argentin-
ian style at Che Bar and
try their delicious omelet
with chorizo/ham, moz-
zarella, onions, peppers,
and tomatoes served
with skillet potatoes and
toast.

These restaurants are
also open for lunch and
dinner and will delight
you with unique tastes.
Choices run from Argen-

THE PERFECT

FATHER'S DAY :

STEP 2

tinian dishes to, Asian/
Caribbean, Interna-
tional and Mexican at
amongst others Iguana
Cantina. Sip and have
a good time at the Bull-
dog Aruba located in
the cenfer of the Plaza.
Openfill TTpm.

VIP Cinema

Visit  the one-of-a-kind
Caribbean Cinemas VIP
on the second floor of
Paseo Herencia and en-
joy your favorite movies
with the latest projection
and 7.1 Dolby surround
sound with a delicious
bag of popcorn.

A Family Movie with the kids
in VIP at Caribbean Cinemas

Entertainment

Kids can enjoy the Paseo
kids' activities, carousel
& kiddie train, every day
from épm to 10pm and
do not forget to catch
the nightly water shows
at 7:30pm, 8:30pm and
9:30pm. Another fun ac-
fivity is the The Range Air-
soft Experience located
behind The Lazy Turtle.
Snap Instagramable pic-
tures at the Angel Wings
located between Pan-
dora and Quiksilver and
another one in front of
TGl Fridays. Catch a live
Show on Friday by violin-
ist Angela Flores and Sat-
urday by the acrobatic
group Ritmo Cubano at
8pm on the Plaza Padu.

Also with any purchase
at Paseo Herencia you
will receive FREE parking
in the parking garage.
Paseo Herencia has im-
plemented all COVID
protocols according to
the Aruba Health & Hap-
piness code. It is required
fo wear face masks
when shopping or visiting
the mall fo ensure a safe
environment.

To learn more, visit the
Paseo Herencia Face-
book  or Instagram

page.d
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Camping season 2023 announced

Oranjestad - In connection
with the upcoming camp-
ing season during spring
break, the Chief of Police,
Mr. Ramon Arnhem, urges
all campers to be aware
of the conditions set for the
camping permit.

Camping starts on Sunday,
April 2, 2023, from noon,
and the last day is April 16,
2023. It is only permitted
to set up tents and trailers
on the beach during these
days. The Police willremove
any tents or frailers placed
on the beach before the
starting day and time, at
the owner's expense.

After April 16, 2023, camp-
ers must remove all camp-
ing-related objects should
be removed from the
beach. Failing to remove
these will also result in their
removal af the permit hold-
er's expense. The police
urge everyone to keep all
beaches clean. Dispose of
all frash in frash containers
or trash bags.

Deadline for a camping
permit

The last day to apply for a
camping permit is March
15, 2023, at 4:30 pm. You
can submit permit applica-
tions during weekdays from
8:00 am to 11:30 am and
from 1:00 pm fto 04:30 pm.

Additional conditions are
now applicable:

BBQ on the beach (sand) is
not allowed under any cir-
cumstance. BBQ is only al-
lowed in designated areas
and when using a gas BBQ
Pit. Charcoal is not permit-

ted at all.

Tents and frailers used for
camping should be in good
condition and placed at
least 10 meters from the
water's edge and 5 me-
ters from the road's side.
Not complying with these
guides will also result in the
removal of these tents or
trailers by the Police.
Camping sites can under
no circumstance be re-
served.

You are dallowed to only
place a tent, frailer, and

ignated by Government of-
ficials.

Tents/trailers should have
proper first aid resources
(First Aid kit)

Obscene objects or posters
are prohibited.

Campers should always
comply with all the condi-
tions set in the camping
permit.

Motor vehicles, bicycles,
horses, or any cart is prohib-
ited on the beach.
Campfires are prohibited
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on the beach

The sale of food, refresh-
ments, cocktails, or any
other item on the beach
without the proper permit is
prohibited.

You can only play music in
a tent or trailer during the
weekdays until 10:00 pm
and on the weekend until
midnight as long as it does
not cause nuisances to
neighbor campers.

It is not allowed to frim or
chop any tree without a
permit.

Boating or setting anchors
in designated swimming
zones is not allowed. It is
prohibited to fie boats to
buoys meant for ships.

It is not allowed to use pal-
lets and cardboard on the
beach. Failing to comply
with this rule will result in the
removal by the authorities.
Camping seasonThe
beach or palm trees are
not allowed to be used as
a toilet.

Horses and dogs are not al-

lowed on the beach.
Beach huts are not allowed
fo be used for camping
and should remain avail-
able for beachgoers.

All beaches should be kept
clean. Glass bottles and or
glass shrapnels must be re-
moved immediately from
the sand and not discard-
ed in the ocean. It also ap-
plies to all frash.

You cannot ftransfer the
camping permit to a third
party.

The permit holder should
have the permit visible to
the police in the tent/frailer.
The permit holder's right to
use the camping site is ex-
clusive during the camping
period. Before the camp-
ing date, no area can be
reserved/marked or cor-
doned off, etc.

The permit holder is solely
responsible for any harm
caused to others by his/her
frailer/tent or any other ob-
ject. The permit holder must
strictly follow police direc-
tives in the interest of public
order, the safety of people,
morality, and property.
Failing to comply with any
of these condifions is con-
sidered similar to camp-
ing without a permit. The
camping permit  will be
immediately revoked and
may result in a fine.

The deadline for the camp-
ing permit application is
March 15, 2023, at 4:30 pm.
Comply with all the rules
and regulations and have
great camping. Be aware
that the police will be ac-
tively checking all beaches
and camping sites during
the camping season.]
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Sea turtle conservation by Turtugaruba Foundation

ORANJESTAD —Turtugaruba
was founded on September
3rd, 2003 by a group of en-
thusiastic volunteers. Ten
years earlier, in 1993, a Sea
Turtle Recovery Action Plan
(STRAP) was introduced in
Aruba and the rest of the
Caribbean as aninitiative of
the United Nations Environ-
ment Program (UNEP). Tom
Barmes, who was working
at DLVV (Deptartment of
Agriculture, Husbandry and
Fishery) was one of the writ-
ers of the STRAP for Arubaq,
together with Karen Eck-
ert, director of WIDECAST
(Wider Caribbean Sea Tur-
fle Conservation Network).
This is how sea turtle con-
servation started on the is-
land following a plan that is
still complied with today.

Tom formed a group of
volunteers around him,
because nature does not
know office hours, like an
organization such as DLVV.
This group of volunteers
used the name Widecast
Aruba and today there are
still a few of them active.
They first started protecting
the Leatherback Sea Turtle
nests on Palm Beach and
Eagle Beach. This group
also investigated which
other species of sea turtles
use Aruba as their nesting
habitat and which beach-
es are used by them. For a
period of 25 years a study
has been conducted in
which every early morning

the beach was being mon-
itored in which now there
is a good overview of sea
turtle nesting activities.

There are 4 different sea
turtle species that visit Aru-
ba fo lay their eggs, each
with their own specific sea-
son:

* Leatherback Sea Tur-
tle - Lederschildpad
- Driekiel (March — Sep-
tember)

* lLoggerhead Sea Turtle
- Dikkopschildpad -
Cawama (May - Sep-
tember)

* Hawksbill Sea Turtle -
Karetschildpad - Caret
(June — December)

*  GreenTurtle - Soepschil-
dpad - Turtuga Blanco
(July-November)

There also came a beftter
understanding and over-
view of the biggest threats
fo the sea turtles existence
in Aruba and how these
problems should be tack-
led. Despite hard work, all
those years, most problems
have not really gone away,
but luckily and thanks to the
enormous efforts from the
volunteers, the sea furtles
are still here. On Aruba the
sea turtles are threatened
with extinction by pollu-
tion, driving on dunes and
beaches with quads and
4x4’s and the loss of nesting
beaches due to coastal
development on behalf of
tourism. Because coastal

development comes with
artificial light and artificial
light is a mayor issue for sea
turtles, mother turtle usually
comes on shore at night
looking for a dark beach to
make her nest. However...
a dark beach is hard to
find here nowadays. Light
causes stress and can result
in her returning to the sea
without laying her eggs.
Artificial light causes disori-
entation for the baby sea
turtles (hatchlings).

They crawl fowards artificial
light sources (like street-
lights, hotel lights, etc.)
and then they don't find
the sea. In the 90’s it was
sfill @ common occurrence
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to find a complete nest of
about 70 hatchlings on the
streets, dead, as cars drove
over them. Thanks to their
protection methods and a
lot of time and effort, the
volunteers of Turtugaruba
have managed to get this
under control. But for a sus-
tainable solution there must
be less light visible on the
beaches and a strict regu-
lation of it. Sea turtles simply
need dark nesting beaches
for their survival. It is clear
that even more coastal de-
velopment would not make
the situation better for the
sea turtles. Again, more ho-
tel rooms2 And even busier
beaches? These are choic-
es Aruba has to make. Do
we want to leave a place
for the sea furtles? Not only
Aruba, but the entire world
needs sea furtles! Sea tur-
tles play a vital role in keep-
ing our oceans healthy.

The Green Turtle, for ex-
ample, keeps the sea
grasses on the boftom of
the sea short and therefore
a healthy place for many
fish to deposit their eggs.
The Leatherback, the larg-
est turtle of the world, eats
mainly jellyfish and helps
maintain the balance be-
tween jellyfish and plank-
tfon. Despite the threats
that exist on Aruba, the
turtles still keep coming.
That's why foday Turtugo-
ruba is especially proud
of the volunteers and the
many people and organi-
zations of our community

that carry a warm place
in their hearts for the sea
turtles. All four species are
active now, which means
all hands on deck in the
field for us, the volunteers.
We strive to keep the sea
furtles, our oldest ‘repeat
guests’, always coming
back to Aruba and get the
chance to reproduce here.

What you can do to pro-

tect the sea turtles

e Lights out for sea turtles.

* Do not drive on beach-
es.

e Do not litter. Do not
leave any plastic cups,
stfraws or bags on the
beach.

* Remove obstacles from
the beach.

* Do not disturb a nest-
ing sea turtle. Do not
aftempt to touch the
furtle but stay at a re-
spectful distance (at
least 10 meters).

e Do call Turtugaruba (24
hour Turtle Hotline: (297)
5929393).

For more information visit

the facebook page Tur-

tugaruba Foundation.
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Richard Jacobs: from footballer to international cameraman to
multimedia lecturer in Aruba

ORANJESTAD - Richard E.
Jacobs Jr. is currently a
guest lecturer in multime-
dia at Ibero American High
School. Jacobs has a long
and successful trajectory
in the world of television;
but before entering televi-
sion, his first love was soc-
cer. In an interview with our
reporter, Jacobs tells a bit
about his career in soccer
and multimedia.

From a young age, be-
cause his father played
soccer, Jacobs followed in
his father's footsteps and
began playing soccer too.
At a young age he moved
to the Netherlands and
from that moment contin-
ued developing in his sport.
Half of his career was in
the Netherlands where he
played for big teams. Af-
terwards he came back to
Aruba and played in vari-
ous youth teams and rep-
resented Aruba in Santfo
Domingo, among others.

Jacobs says that during his
soccer career he won dif-
ferent individual awards.
Among others, he won go-
algetter in a championship
twice, and was MVP of a
championship twice. He
also won best striker.

During the 1990s, he was

part of Aruba’s national
feam, representing our is-
land in elimination games
for the World Cup in 1994,
1998 and 2002. He was also
part of the Aruba tfeam for
the Caribbean Champion-
ship Shell Cup, and in the
year 2000 he was part of
the Aruban team that beat
the Puerto Rican team 4-2.

Jacobs studied in the elec-
frical sector in Aruba and
after finishing his studies
in Aruba he moved to the
Netherlands to confinue
studying electronica.

During his studies in the
Netherlands, Jacobs says,
there was a department
that  would photograph
and film here and there,
but mostly photograph. He
went fo experience this,
and loved it so much that

he started participating.

"I started going deeperinto
it. For filming, | began when
I was 14, filming various ac-
fivities around Aruba with a
big camera. | always liked
filming. That's how | started,
and as | grew up | gained
more experience.”

Jacobs worked in TeleA-
ruba, and after that he got
the opportunity to work
in ATV and at this time he
gained a lot of experience
in the world of television.

Internationally, he worked
at different TV stations and
programs. He says that
he worked with CNN, Fox,
NBC, as cameraman for
the Larry King show, and
he worked as cameraman
also for Nancy Grace at
that time.

The fransition from televi-
sion fo school happened
because his two daughters
attended Ibero American
High School, and during the
years they were enrolled,
they realized that he was
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doing multimedia work and

the school approached
him fo start teaching in the
MultiMedia department in
order to intfroduce the sub-
ject to the students. “They
found accreditation for this
and after six years teach-
ing, this is the only school
that is currently giving com-
plete multimedia lessons,”
Jacobs emphasized.

“You learn everything re-
garding fiming, editing,
you learn video edifing,
and you learn to work with
Photoshop, restore images,
make posters, you learn ev-
erything regarding social
media. We also teach the
technical aspect a bit of
the work of IT", he added.

Finalizing, Jacobs says that
what he likes the most
about teaching at the
school is inspiring the kids,
who have an open win-
dow to the world of multi-
media. “Maybe you are a
very creatfive person, you
can do a lot with multime-
dia and what | like is that
when | give an assignment,
| want for them to do it the
best that they can, better
than me. The goalis o push
these children to use their
creativity and experience
the world of multimedia,
through which they can ex-
press themselves in differ-
ent ways."(1
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Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm Beach

1 BR WK # 8,9,10 room # 931
Studio WK # 8,9 room # 932
32 weeks remain on each
Price : studio $ 10 K
Price:1BR $15K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm Beach

1 BR WK # 13 room # 763

26 weeks remain

Price :$ 15K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Barcelo Resort

Palm Beach

3 Bedroom 3 Bath

Week 6 and 7 Penthouse

all inclusive package meal and
drinks

Price :$ 80 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

La Quinta Beach Resort
Eagle Beach

2 BR WK #9 room #212
Ocean view

Price :$12K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK 50, 51,52,01

Room #2357 Birdie 10
32/23/23/27 weeks remain
Price :$12 K each week

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Vilige Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK # 3 room #2317 $8K
Studio WK #3 room #2318$7K
27 weeks remain on each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Beautiful Latin Girls _
Pick-up & Delivery ’

Serving Men - Couple - Women - All Genders XA

(O +297 565-9535
DYWL PLEASUREINARYBA

&
COM

@”‘r‘r’@%?t

Marriott Aruba Surf Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Qceanfront 526,000

2 Bed Oceanside 518,500

2 Bed Ocean view 518,000

2 Bed Garden view 514,500

3 Bed Ocean view 528,000

WE 51 Ocean view 552,000

WK 52 Ocean View 555,000

WE 7 and 14 - all views

Marriott Aruba Surf Club
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront 514,000

2 Bed Oceanside 512,000

2 Bed Ocean view 58,500

2 Bed Garden view 56,000

3 Bed Ocean view 513,000

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
PLATINUM SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront 532,000

2 Bed Ocean view 519,750

1 Bed Ocean front 516,500

1 Bed Ocean View 512,000

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club
GOLD SEASON

2 Bed Oceanfront 514,000

2 Bed Qcean view 511,500

1 Bed oceanfront 59,000

1 Bed ocean View 56,500

** Destination Points %6.00 per
point

La Cabana Beach Resort
1 Bed wk 39 $4,500

We are the #1
Rental Timeshare
agent for Aruba!

We also RENT Aruba weeks for
owners, Contact us to BUY,
SELL or RENT any timeshare
property.

Contact:
stephanier@ conciergerealty.com

868-888-2204 Ext 104
Website:
www.conciergerealty.com
Broker: Stephanic Reidel

ww faceboak comigroupsMamiattdnioaSuri
www faceboak comigroupsMamiottnioaOoean
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Classifieds

Divi Village

Eagle Beach

Studio WK # 3 Room # 7306
With 19 weeks remain $ 7 K
Studio WK # 4 room # 3409
21 weeks remain $7 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Dutch Village

Eagle Beach

Studio WK # 3 room #51
Ground floor 14 weeks remain
Non mandatory

maintenance fee

Contract expire :2028

Price :$5 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

House For sale

Beach Front Malmok

6 BR 6 bath

Price :$3 Million
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Condo for sale

Bubali Noord

2 BR 2bath town house

5 min drive to eagle beach
Price :$275K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Professional Unisex

Massage

Do you want to be in good

hands to relax your body

mind and activate your energy?

Pls call +297 - 562 6172/

+ 297 741 1423

Appoinment hours 9 am /7 pm
216262

Casa Del Mar 2BR/2B:
Week 2/Unit 1113 (18k);
Week 5/Unit 1315 (20k);
Week 8/Unit 1113 (19k);
Week 8/Unit 1409 (19k);
Week 10/Unit 1207 (17k);
Week 13/Unit 1509 (14k);
Week 14/Unit 1308 (14k); and,
Week 15/Unit 1217 (10k).
CDMOwner@gmail.com
US(Call/Text): (860)992-3890
216163

ST 8P

Violence Against Women

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1BRWK1,2,3

Room # 2308 Birdie 2

24 weeks remain on the contract
Price :$9K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
Www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Condo For Sale

Westpunt

Tierra Del Sol

3 BR 2 1/2 bath ocean view
Fully furnished with garage
Price :$550K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online
House for sale

Palm Beach

3BR 2 Bath with one appartment
5 min walk to the beach

Price :$550K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online
Dutch Village

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK #8 room #14

6 full accelearted 6K

Studio WK#8 room#33

21 weeks remain $8K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

Studio WK 1,2,3

Room #2309

24 weeks remain on the contract
Price :$8K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK 2 room #4102
Eagle 1 $9K

Studio WK #3 room #4205
Eagle 3 $8K

21 weeks remain on each week
Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online
Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

Studio WK #6 room#4226

23 weeks remain $8K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village

Studio WK #1 room #8201

19 weeks remain $8K

Studio WK #4 room #8203

31 weeks remain $8K

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Time Share Resales + Realty
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort
* All inventory available
Visit our website :
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online
For more info call:(297) 630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
also visit(new):
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

f

reech us!
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Divi Village

Eagle Beach

Studio WK #7 and 8 room #3405
12/14 weeks remain on the
contract

Price :8K each

Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Divi Village

Eagle Beach

Studio WK #9 room#3307 $8K
14 weeks remain on the contract
Studio WK #10 room #3203 $8K
10 weeks remain on the contract
Call :0 11-297-6301307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
www.halleytimetravelaruba.online

Dutch Village

Eagle Beach

Studio WK #4 room #129

22 weeks remain Non manda-

tory

Expire :2028

Price :$7K

Call :0 11-297-6301307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

www.halleytimetravelaruba.online
216263

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Dakota Tel. 588 7364
San Nicolas:

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911
Fire Dept. 115
Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
Emerican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Like
US @Il

PDOBK

L
L
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Airline, hotel elite status: Harder to get (or keep) in 2023

By SALLY FRENCH of Nerd-
Wallet

Forthe past couple of years,
hotel and airline loyalty
programs have extended
elite status in response fo
the COVID-19 pandemic.
But in 2023, that's coming
fo an end. A tsunami of
downgrades will wipe out
some fravelers’ elite status
because pandemic-era of-
fers are expiring and loyalty
programs are upping the
qualification requirements.
On Jan. 1, 2023, United Air-
lines raised requirements for
Premier status fiers. Come
March 2023, it'll be tougher
to earn American Airlines
Gold elite status. Major ho-
tels, including Marriott and
IHG, promised to extend
elite status through Febru-
ary 2023, meaning auto-
matic extensions are at
their end.

“The cliff is coming,” says
Phil Gunter, the co-founder
of Status Match, an online
service that helps people
apply to match their exist-
ing elite status with status
in other travel loyalty pro-
grams. “This is a major, un-
avoidable industry event.”
Status Match data predicts
that approximately 1 mil-
lion Americans will lose air-
line status in 2023. That's an
estimated 30% to 50% of all
people with airline status.
But it's not all bad news. In
fact, this year could bring

e
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A traveler pulis their luggage between terminals at Logan International Airport, Wednesday,
Jan. 11, 2023, in Boston. A traveler pulls their luggage between terminals at Logan International
Airport, Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023, in Boston.

more bonus point promo-
tions and avenues to earn
elite status than ever be-
fore.

WHY ARE LOYALTY PRO-
GRAMS CUTTING OFF ELITE
STATUS IN 20237

Most of 2019's elites had
their status extended over
the past few years. Mean-
while, a natural flow of new
elite status earners continu-
ously has entered the pipe-
line. That combination has
generated an unsustain-
ably high number of elites.
"Where fraditionally, a per-
centage of people would
naturally be downgraded

every vyear, that hasn't
happened,” says Mark
Ross-Smith, CEO of Status
Match. “Some earned sta-
tus and others retained it,
creating today’'s inflated
database.” That has led to
issues for airlines, hotels and
fravelers. Airlines and hotels
have to pay out promised
benefits and clamp down
on policies that might have
extended the exclusivity.

For example, Delta Air Lines
had to implement new poli-
cies to reduce crowds at ifs
Sky Club lounges, including
raising membership dues
for elites. A November 2022

Associated Press

statement from Delta cited
“record number of visits”
and *“frustration for some
customers who find them-
selves waiting in lines or
searching for seating once
inside” as the reasons be-
hind the change.
Meanwhile, fravelers face
fiercer competition for seat
or hotel room upgrades.
And benefits that purport-
edly offer express service,
like VIP check-in lanes, get
bogged down if too many
elites use them.

THE DOWNGRADES ARE
GOOD FOR SOME

Loyalty programs are set fo

break up with status free-
riders, but they'll likely seek
new, paying customers
with enticing offers.

FOR INFREQUENT TRAVEL-
ERS: LOYALTY BENEFITS BE-
FORE REACHING ELITE STA-

TUS
Travel programs are in-
creasingly finding small

ways to encourage loyalty,
even before travelers have
earned elite status.

For example, JetBlue now
doles out “Perks You Pick”
rewards, consisting of small
goodies like early boarding
once you've spent $1,000 .
American Airlines rewards
fravelers with similar, nomi-
nal benefits after earning
15,000 Loyalty Points.

Those small goodies might
inspire someone to try to
earn elite status, or at least
encourage  less-frequent
fravelers to stick with that
airline rather than go with a
competitor on future flights,
Ross-Smith says.

FOR EXISTING ELITE STATUS
HOLDERS: EVEN MORE RE-
WARDS

Elite status holders repre-
sent at least 30% of airline
cabin revenue, according
to Status Match data.

“If you take these people
out of the equation, very
fast an airline’s financials
become disastrous,” Ross-
Smith says. Thus, airlines are
offering more benefits to ifs
biggest spenders.]

Walmart’'s Sam'’s Club to

By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Walmart
said Thursday it plans to
open more than 30 Sam'’s
Club locations in the next
few years, marking the first
expansion since 2017.

The nation’s largest retailer,
based in Bentfonville, Ar-
kansas, plans to open the
first Sam’'s Club location as
part of the expansion next
year in Florida. Sam's Club
is also modernizing its distri-
bution network. Sam’s Club
will launch five new supply
chain fulfilment and distri-
bution centers, with the first
location planned in Geor-
gia later this year.

The last new Sam'’s Club

location opened in in Ho-
nover, Pennsylvania.

The move comes as
Walmart’s Sam's Club di-
vision has enjoyed strong
sales growth and a record
rise in membership over the
past two years. For the lat-
est quarter ended Oct. 28,
sales at stores opened at
least a year rose 10% for
Sam’s Clubs. For the com-
pany's namesake stores,
that figure was up 8.2%.
Warehouse clubs including
Costco Wholesale Corp.
and BJ's Wholesale Club
have been a bright spot
in the retail industry but
resonated even more dur-
ing the early part of the
pandemic when shoppers

add 30 stores in next few years

were loading up essentials
as they stayed close to
home. Givenrising gas pric-
es and surging inflation in
food, shoppers have been
turning to warehouse clubs
in search of better deals.
Over the past several years,
Sam’s Club has redesigned
the majority of its 600 clubs,
making them brighter and
easier fo navigate. The
brand has expanded its
shopping fechnology like
Scan & Go, a mobile app
that allows shoppers to
scan merchandise and
check-out without going o
the cashier line.

The new clubs will be ap-
proximately 160,000 square
feet, larger than most ex-

isting locations which are
roughly 140,000 square
feet. Most of the new clubs
will feature a sushi island, a

full-service floral area and
dedicated hearing and
optical centers.]

The price of gas is displayed on a sign at Sam’s Club in
Annapolis, Md., Monday, March 30, 2020.

Associated Press
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Rybakina, Sabalenka to meet in Australian Open women'’s final

By HOWARD FENDRICH

AP Tennis Writer
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
— What all seemed so dif-
ferent, so daunting, even,
about trying to win a Grand
Slam fitle to Elena Rybakina
a littfle more than six months
ago is now coming rather
naturally.

And if she can win one
more match, she will add a
championship at the Aus-
fralian Open to the one she
collected at Wimbledon.
Rybakina, a 23-year-old
who represents Kazakh-
stan, reached her second
final in a span of three ma-
jor fournaments by beating
Victoria Azarenka 7-6 (4),
6-3 at Melbourne Park on
Thursday, signaling a rapid
rise toward the top of ten-
nis.

“Everything was new at
Wimbledon,” Rybakina said
after hitting nine acesin the
semifinals to raise her tour-
nament-leading fotal to 44.
“Now | more or less under-
stand what to expect.”
That could come in handy
Saturday, when she will
face No. 5 seed Aryna
Sabalenka of Belarus. So-
balenka reached her first
Grand Slam fitle match at
age 24 by beating unseed-
ed Magda Linette 7-6 (1),
6-2 in Thursday's second
semifinal.

Sabalenka improved to

Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan waves after defeating Victoria Azarenka of Belarus in their
semifinal match at the Australian Open tennis championship in Melbourne, Australia, Thursday,

Jan. 26, 2023.

10-0 in 2023, winning all 20
sets she has contested this
season.

More importantly, the vic-
fory over Linette gave Sa-
balenka her first taste of
success in a Slam semi after
going 0-3 at that stage unfil
now, losing each previous
aftempt by a 6-4 score in
the third seft.

Rybakina and Sabalenka
employ a somewhat similar
brand of tennis, relying on
big serves and big hitting
at the baseline. Sabalenka

is far less cautious, though,
and her penchant for high-
risk, high-reward play was
evident against Linette,
who had never before
been past the third round in
29 appearances at majors.
Sabalenka finished with
a whopping 33-9 edge in
winners, but also compiled
more unforced errors in-
cluding a trio that led to a
break at love by Linette in
the opening game.

The key to both semifinals
turned out to be a first-set

Associated Press

fiebreaker. Azarenka lost
the mark on her strokes,
for the most part, making
things smoother for Rybaki-
na, while Sabalenka raced
fo a 6-0 lead in hers. It
wasn't the case that each
and every shot Sabalenka
hit landed right on a line,
but it must have seemed
that way to Linette.

“In the tiebreaker, | re-
ally found my rhythm,” Sa-
balenka said. “Started frust-
ing myself. Started going
for my shots.”

Rybakina’'s win over Azao-
renka, the champion at
Melbourne Park in 2012
and 2013, added to what
already was an impressive
run through a string of top
opponents.

She also beat No. 1 Iga
Swiatek and No. 17 Jelena
Ostapenko  both owners
of major fitles and 2022
Australian Open runner-up
Danielle Collins.

“For sure, they're very ex-
perienced players,” said
Rybakina, whose parents
and sister have been in
fown throughout the Aus-
fralion Open. “I knew that
| have to focus on every
point.”

She delivered serves at up
fo 117 mph (189 kph) and
stinging groundstrokes that
she used to close points
seemingly at will on Thurs-
day. Her performance was
particularly noteworthy
against a returner and de-
fender as established on

hard courts as Azarenka, a
former No. 1T and a three-
fime runner-up at the U.S.
Open.

“Kind of hard to digest,”
Azarenka said.

“Obviously, | had quite a
few chances that | gave
myself.”

Rybakina is just 23, 10 years
younger than Azarenka,
and the future sure looks
bright at the moment.(]

Cuba picks 5 MLB dffiliated players for

World Classic

HAVANA (AP) — Cubans
signed with Major League
Baseball organizations and
other foreign clubs will for
the first time join domestic
stars on the national team
that will play in the World

Baseball Classic, officials
announced  Wednesday
evening.

The Cuban Baseball Fed-
eration long defended the
idea of amateurism and
punished those who left the
island to seek their fortunes
in professional baseball.

But that changed when a
program on state television
announced the roster of 30

players for Cuba’s national
team that will play in the
infernational  tournament
that begins March 8 in Tai-
wan.

The team will include third
baseman Yodn Moncada
and center fielder Luis Rob-
ert of the Chicago White
Sox plus three players from
Triple-A  rosters: infielder
Andy lbdnez of the Detroit
Tigers’ Toldeo Mud Hens,
right-hander Miguel Rome-
ro of the Oakland Athlet-
ics' Las Vegas Aviators and
right-hander Ronald Bola-
nos of the Kansas City Roy-
als’ Omaha Storm Chasers.

Also on the team will be
former New York Mets out-
fielder Yoenis Céspedes, a
37-year-old two-time All-
Star who last played in the
major leagues in 2018.

Two Cubans who play in
Japan were picked, out-
fielder Yurisbel Gracial of
the Pacific League's Fu-
kuoka SoftBank Hawks and
catcher Ariel Martinez of
the Central League’s Chu-
nichi Dragons.

To arrange participation of
the MLB players, Cuba had
to get special permission
from the United States be-
cause Washington main-

Cuban national baseball team hopefuls begin training at
Latinoamericano stadium as they prepare for the 2023 World
Baseball Classic, in Havana, Cuba, Monday, Jan. 14, 2023.
Associated Press

fains sanctions on Cuba.
Under the agreement,
those players are barred
from coming to Cuba fto
work with the team.

Baseball is the national
sport in Cuba but econom-

ic difficulties, the philoso-
phy of restricting the move-
ment of athletes and the
tfemptations of professional
confracts abroad has deci-
mated the game on the
island.(
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NFL playoffs: Mahomes shrugs off pain, plans to play

By DAVID BRANDT

AP Sports Writer

Patrick Mahomes has a
very sore right ankle. Jalen
Hurts has a bum right shoul-
der.

Even so, neither quarter-
back is complaining in the
lead up to Sunday’s NFL
conference championship

games.
Mahomes went through
a normal morning walk-

through Wednesday and
then headed out for an
affernoon practice with
the rest of the Kansas City
Chiefs, four days after a
Jacksonville pass  rusher
landed on his ankle and
forced him to hobble off
the field in pain.

The Chiefs host the Cincin-
nati Bengals in the AFC fitle
game Sunday.

“The last few days has
been an all-day thing,” Ma-
homes said, “where you're
doing treatment and rehab
and watching film. You're
frying to make sure you're
prepared for the Bengals, a
great football team, men-
tally and physically.”
Mahomes, a two-time All-
Pro, was sfill pretty good
on one ankle against the
Jaguars. He left in the sec-
ond quarter after the injury
but returned for the second
half and performed well
enough to push the Chiefs
to a 27-20 victory. They ad-
vanced to their fifth con-

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes (15) passes against the Jacksonville Jaguars
during the first half of an NFL divisional round playoff football game, Saturday, Jan. 21, 2023, in

Kansas City, Mo.

secutive conference fitle
game.

Philadelphia’s Hurts who is
a finalist for MVP along with
Mahomes, Josh Allen, Justin
Jefferson and Joe Burrow
has a sore right shoulder
and told Fox Sports before
the team’s 38-7 win over
the Giants that he was “no-
where near 100%."

He looked fine against the
Giants, completing 7 of 7
passes for 89 yards in the
first quarter and eventually
threw for two touchdowns
and ran for another score

in Philadelphia’s lopsided
win.

Hurts said Wednesday his
shoulder is sfill sore, though
he didn't seem concerned.
“I've felt better, but it
doesn't really matter,”
Hurts said. “I've got to get
it done.”

The Eagles will host the San
Francisco 4%ers and rookie
quarterback Brock Purdy
in the NFC Championship
on Sunday. The two win-
ners from the conference
championship games  will
advance to the Super Bowl

Associated Press

on Feb. 12 in Glendale, Ari-
zona.

Purdy is set for perhaps his
tfoughest test yet Sunday,
when he faces an Eagles
defense that led the NFL
with 70 sacks and must
deal with an imposing road
environment.

Two of the four remaining
teams are in the midst of
long winning streaks. The
4%9ers have won 12 straight
games while the Bengals
have won 10 straight.

Here are some other things
fo know during the post-

season:

WHAT'S THE UPCOMING
SCHEDULE?

SUNDAY

San Francisco 4%ers at Phil-
adelphia Eagles, 3 p.m. EST,
Fox

Cincinnati Bengals at Kan-
sas City Chiefs, 6:30 p.m.
EST, CBS

NO NEED FOR NEUTRAL

The AFC title game would
have been played in Af-
lanta next weekend if the
Buffalo Bills had beaten the
Bengals, under a rule ad-
justment approved by NFL
owners.

The league decided on
the first of its kind confer-
ence championship neu-
fral site setting because the
Bills (13-3) finished the sea-
son a half-game behind
the Chiefs (14-3) after their
game at Cincinnati was
canceled on Jan. 2 when
Bills safety Damar Hamlin
went info cardiac arrest
and had to be resuscitated
on the field.

Hamlin has since been mak-
ing a remarkable recovery
and aftended Sunday’s
game in Buffalo, waving to
fans from a stadium suite.
In the end, all the Aflan-
fa hypotheticals weren’t
needed. That's because
the Bengals and Burrow are
rolling. Cincinnati beat Buf-
falo 27-10 and is one win
away from playing in a sec-
ond straight Super Bowl.(
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Helio Castroneves waits in his pit stall during a practice session
for the Rolex 24 hour auto race at Daytona International
Speedway, Thursday, Jan. 24, 2023, in Daytona Beach, Fla.
Associated Press

Helio Castronevesrules out Daytona 500
ride next month

By JENNA FRYER

AP Auto Racing Writer
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP)
— Four-tfime Indianapolis
500 winner Helio Castro-
neves has ruled out running
next month's NASCAR sea-
son-opening Daytona 500.
Castroneves  has  been
chasing a seat since win-
ning one of Tony Stewart’s
summer all-star races last
season fo win a bet with
the SRX head that prom-
ised Castroneves help find-
ing a NASCAR ride. He'd
fried to put a deal together
with  Trackhouse Racing,

which said last week that
it ultimately decided it did
not want to run three cars.
Castroneves then tried to
talk to Floyd Mayweather's
tfeam, but said Thursday he
couldn’'t get a deal done
with The Money Team Rac-
ing in time for next month'’s
Daytona 500. TMT last year
raced itself into the Dayto-
na 500 with driver Kaz Grala
in the first NASCAR race for
Mayweather's team.
“Unfortunately, for me, lack
of experience, no testing, a
lot of things. | believe it will
be a little bit fough throw-

ing myself in on such short
notice,” Castroneves said.
“To go to a place where
you've got to race yourself
into (the race), as of right
now, it's not going to hap-
pen.

We need to have an op-
portunity, and we've just
got fo ... give me a little
more experience.”
Castroneves, who on Satur-
day will attempt to win the
Rolex 24 at Daytona for a
third consecutive year, said
he's considering attend-
ing the Daytona 500 as a
spectator.]



