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AR-15 style guns sold as a sign of

manhood as shootings rise

Michael Morrison, the former owner of Sunrise Tactical Supply, describes the gun he sold to Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High School shooter Nikolas Cruz as he testifies during the penalty phase
of Cruz's trial at the Broward County Courthouse in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on Tuesday, July 26, 2022.
Associated Press

By LINDSAY WHITEHURST
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Gun
makers have taken in more
than $1 billion from selling
AR-15-style guns over the
past decade, at times mar-
keting them as a way for
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young men to prove their
masculinity, even as the
number of mass shootings
increases, according to
a House investigation un-
veiled Wednesday.

The weapons have been
used in massacres that

have horrified the nation,
including one that left 10
people dead at a grocery
store in Buffalo and anoth-
er where 19 children and
two teachers were shot to

death in Uvalde, Texas.
Continued on next page
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The Committee on Over-
sight and Reform said some
ads mimic popular first-per-
son shooter video games
or tout the weapons' mili-
tary pedigree while others
claim the guns will put buy-
ers "at the top of the testos-
terone food chain."

Those sales tactics are
"deeply disturbing, exploit-
afive and reckless," said
Democratic Rep. Carolyn
Maloney of New York. "In
short, the gun industry is
profiting off the blood of in-
nocent Americans."

Gun makers, on the other
hand, said AR-15-style rifles
are responsible for a small
portion of gun homicides
and the blame must go to
the shooters rather than
their weapons.

"What we saw in Uvalde,
Buffalo and Highland Park
was pure evil," said Marty
Daniels, the CEO of Daniel
Defense, the company that
made the weapon used in
Texas. "The cruelty of the
murderers who committed
these acts is unfathomable
and deeply disturbs me,
my family, my employees
and millions of Americans
across this country."
However, he added laterin
testimony before the com-
mittee, "l believe that these
murders are local problems
that have to be solved lo-
cally."

Gun violence overall spiked
in 2020, but recent statistics
indicate it is coming down
this year in many cities.

The House panel's investi-
gation focused on five ma-
jor gunmakers, and found
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AR-15-style rifles are on display at Burbank Ammo & Guns in Burbank, Calif., June 23, 2022.

they took in a combined
total of more than $1 bil-
lion in revenue over the
past 10 years from the sale
of AR-15-style firearms. The
revenue numbers were re-
leased for the committee
hearing focused on the
marketing and sales of the
firearms that have gained
notoriety because of their
use in the mass killings.

Two of the companies ap-
proximately fripled their
revenue from the weapons
over the past three years,
the committee found. Dan-
iel Defense, based near
Savannah, Georgia, raised
that revenue from $40 mil-
lion in 2019 to more than
$120 million last year. The
company sells weapons
like the one used in Uvalde
on credit and advertises

that financing can be ap-
proved "in seconds."
Salvador Ramos, accused
in the Uvalde shootings,
began purchasing firearms
and ammunition  when
he turned 18, eventually
spending more than $5,000
on two AR-style rifles, am-
munition and other gear in
the days before the massa-
cre, authorities have said.
Sturm, Ruger & Co.'s gross
revenue, meanwhile, has
nearly tripled from $39 mil-
lion to $103 million since
2019, and Smith and Wes-
son reported that its rev-
enues from all long guns
doubled from 2019 +to
2021. Gun manufacturers,
the committee said, don't
gather or analyze safety
data related to firearms.
The increases are against a
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backdrop of a record-set-
ting overall increase in gun
sales that began around
the start of the coronavirus
pandemic. About 8.5 mil-
lion people bought guns
for the first time in 2020, said
Republican Rep. Jody Hice
of Georgia. He added that,
"American people have a
right to own guns."

The hearing comes amid a
push by House Democrats
to get legislation passed
that would ban certain
semi-automatic weapons.
It's the lawmakers' most far-
reaching response yet to
this summer's mass shoot-
ings.

While AR-15-style firearms
aren't necessarily the main
drivers of U.S. gun violence
overall, their design allows
shooters to harm more

people from a greater dis-
tance, said Kelly Sampson,
senior counsel and director
of racial justice with Brady,
a group pressing to end
gun violence that generally
supports restrictions.

"If we renew the assault
weapons ban, that would
take away a key piece of
what allows mass shooters
fo kil more people in less
fime without having to stop
to reload,” she said.

There have been 15 mass
killings this year, according
to the Associated Press/
USA TODAY/Northeastern
University Mass Kiling Dao-
tfabase. According to that
research, those incidents
have left 86 dead and 63
injured. Guns were used in
all of them, and in at least
seven instances they were
AR-15-style weapons. Mass
killings are defined as inci-
dents where at least four
people are killed.

But the AR-15 and similar
weapons are also popular
with people who buy guns
for self defense, said An-
tonia Okafor, the national
director of oufreach for
the group Gun Owners of
America. Such rifles allow
people, including women,
to shoot a larger gun with-
out having to absorb as
much recoil. "The AR-15
makes it easier for those
who have a physical disad-
vantage to the attacker to
have an upper hand," she
said. Wednesday's hearing
marked the first time in 20
years that CEOs of leading
gun manufacturers testified
about their businesses, Ma-
loney said.]

Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly, center, is joined by Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Cadlif., center left, Senate Minority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, R-Ky., far left, former Kansas Sen. Jerry Moran, center
right, for the dedication and unveiling ceremony of a statue in
honor of Amelia Earhart, one of the world's most celebrated avi-
ators and the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean,
in Statuary Hall, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday, July

27, 2022.

Associated Press

Aviator Amelia Earhart honored with

statue at U.S.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Con-
gressional leaders and Kan-
sas officials praised aviation
pioneer Amelia Earhart on
Wednesday for advancing
the cause of women's rights
during her barrier-breaking
career at a ceremony un-
veiling her statue in the U.S.
Capitol.

Earhart, the first woman
fo fly solo across the Af-
lanfic Ocean, joins Presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower
as Kansas icons enshrined
in the National Statuary
Hall Collection. She is the
11th woman honored with

Capitol

a statue in the collection,
where each state is repre-
senfed by two people of
significance.

U.S. Rep. Sharice Davids of
Kansas said that while Ear-
hart is best known for fly-
ing across the ocean, she
was also a military nurse,
social worker, author, and
a champion for women's
advancement. "Female pi-
lots used to be called 'lady-
birds," 'sweethearts of the
air,' and because of Ame-
lia Earhart, back then, now
and into the future, women
who fly planes are now

called 'pilots," Davids said.
House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi noted that Earhart,
who was born and raised
in Atchison, Kansas, was
the first woman to ever
receive the Distinguished
Flying Cross from the U.S.
Congress. "Not only was
she an outfstanding aviator,
but she had a strong moral
compass as an outspo-
ken champion for gender
equality," Pelosi said. "Ame-
lia envisioned aviation as
a great equalizer, and she
fought valiantly to close
the gender gap."1
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DOJ: Buffett company discriminated agalnst Black homebuyers

NEW YORK (AP) — A Penn-
sylvania mortgage com-
pany owned by billionaire
businessman Warren Buf-
fett's company discriminat-
ed against potential Black
and Latino homebuyers in
Philadelphia, New Jersey
and Delaware, the De-
partment of Justice said
Wednesday, in what is be-
ing called the second-larg-
est redlining seftlement in
history.

Trident Mortgage Co., a
division of Berkshire Ha-
thaway's HomeServices
of America, deliberately
avoided writing mortgages
in - minority-majority neigh-
borhoods in West Philadel-
phia like Malcolm X Park;
Camden, New Jersey; and
in - Wilmington, Delaware,
the Justice Department
and the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau said
in their seftlement with Tri-
dent.

As part of the agreement
with the government, Tri-
dent will have to set aside
$20 million to make loans
in underserved neighbor-
hoods.

"Trident's unlawful redlining
activity denied communi-
fies of color equal access
to residential mortgages,
stripped them of the op-
portunity to build wealth,
and devalued properties
in their neighborhoods,"
said Kristen Clarke, an as-
sistant Attorney General of
the Justice Department's
Civil Rights Division, in a pre-
pared statement.

Sen. Vincent Hughes, a
Philadelphia Democrat,
grew up a few blocks from
the West Philadelphia park
where a news conference
on the settlement was held

Kristen Clarke, at podium, Assistant Attorney General for the Justice Department's Civil Rights Divi-
sion, is joined with, from left, New Jersey First Assistant Attorney General Lyndsay Ruotolo, Pennsyl-
vania state Sen. Vincent Hughes, Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro, Rohit Chopra, CFPB
Director, Delaware Attorney General Kathy Jennings and Jacqueline C. Romero, United States
Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania during a press conference at Malcolm X Park,
Wednesday morning. July 27, 2022, West Philadelphia, Pa.

Wednesday. Hughes said
portions of his life have
been framed by the dis-
criminatory lending prac-
tices that prevent Black
and brown communities
from building wealth.
Hughes' father worked for
one of the oldest Black-
owned savings and loans,
a company name Berean
that would finance mort-
gages for Black families
when they were furned
away by other banks and
lenders.

"I've had people come up
to me and say, 'Vince, your
dad gave me a mortgage
for my first home when | was
turned down everywhere
else. If it wasn't for Berean
and your dad, | wouldn't
have been able to buy my
home," Hughes said. "We

witnessed that discrimino-
fion in real fime."

Redlining is a term used fo
describe when banks de-
liberately avoid making
loans to non-white com-
munities. Banks and the U.S.
government used to draw
on maps in red marker
those neighborhoods that
were deemed undesirable
to make home loans. The
neighborhoods were al-
most always areas where
racial minorities lived, and
even included ofher histori-
cally discriminated-against
communities such as Jew-
ish neighborhoods.

The practice effectively cut
off entire communities from
the primary pathway for
wealth generation in the
U.S.: homeownership. To
this day, Black and Latino
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households are far less like-
ly fo own their home com-
pared to their white coun-
terparts.

The alleged redlining ac-
tivity alleged happened
between 2015 and 2019
— Trident stopped writ-
ing mortgages in 2020.
Along with avoiding mak-
ing mortgages in minority
neighborhoods, the Trident
employees made racist
comments about making
loans to Black homebuyers,
calling certain  neighbor-
hoods "ghettos." One man-
ager of Trident was photo-
graphed posing in front of
the Confederate Flag. The
marketing materials used
by Trident involved exclu-
sively white individuals, and
nearly all of the company's
staff were white.

Josh Shapiro, Pennsylva-
nia's atforney general who
is running for governor,
called the behavior by Tri-
dent ‘"systematic racism,
pure and simple."
Philadelphia has a long his-
tory of racism toward Black
homebuyers. The Philadel-
phia City Council released
a report Wednesday that
found that 95% of all of
the city's home appraisers
were white and a racial
gap remains between how
homes owned by Black ho-
meowners are valued ver-
sus homes owned by white
owners.

Hughes said he and oth-
er legislators were furious
about revelations of the
redlining by Trident and
others in a 2018 investiga-
fion by Reveadl info Buf-
fett's mortgage compa-
nies. They pressed Shapiro
during an appropriations
hearing, and the Attorney
General responded by set-
ting up a hotline to gather
personal stories.

As part of the settlement,
Trident agreed to hire mort-
gage loan officers in im-
pacted neighborhoods as
well as pay a $4 million fine.
Since Trident no longer op-
erates a lending business, a
separate company will be
contracted to provide the
$20 million in loan subsidies,
the Justice Department
said.

The Trident settlement also
involves the first redlining
case against a nonbank
mortgage lender. Since the
Great Recession, roughly
half of all mortgages in the
counfry are underwritten
by companies that imme-
diately sell off the mort-
gage to investors.
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Whistleblowers hit Sou’rhwes’r FAA for Iax sqfety practices

By DAVID KOENIG AP
Airlines Writer

DALLAS (AP) — Federal of-
ficials say that Southwest
Airlines and the union rep-
resenting ifs pilots have re-
sisted cooperating with in-
vestigations into accidents
and other incidents and
pushed to close the mat-

ters quickly.
In one instance disclosed
Wednesday, the Federal

Aviation Administration cut
short an investigation of a
2019 incident in Connecti-
cut even though the agen-
cy determined that there
was pilot error. Both wings
of the Southwest jet were
damaged as pilots battling
wind tried to land at Brad-
ley International Airport,
outside of Hartford.

The FAA said Southwest
and union officials resisted
intferviews  with  agency
representatives in  that
and otfher cases. Some-
fimes the delaying tactics
worked. An investigation
into why pilots placed duct
tape over sensors outside a
plane before a flight fizzled
when the FAA employee
tfook another job.

Neither Southwest nor its
pilots' union responded im-
mediately to requests for
comment.

The FAA investigation was
disclosed Wednesday by

Southwest Airlines planes at Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport in Phoenix, July 17, 2019.

the U.S. Office of Special
Counsel, which represents
federal whistleblowers. It
reported another accident
— a plane that went off the
runway in Burbank, Cali-
fornia — in which an FAA
review was "fast-tracked"
under pressure from South-
west. In a separate review
of that incident, the Nation-
al Transportation Review
Board found that the co-
pilot's conduct was "highly
unprofessional."

The FAA said it agreed with
some of the allegations

raised by three whistle-
blowers and took correc-
tive steps including more
fraining and development
of audits to ensure compli-
ance with aviation-safety
guidelines.

The special counsel's office
investigated eight allego-
fions raised by four whistle-
blowers. The office forward-
ed its findings to the White
House and Congress.

In aresponse to the special
counsel's office, the FAA
said it found "mismanage-
ment and lack of oversight"

Associated Press

by the office monitoring
Southwest that has persist-
ed despite management
and staff changes over the
years. The FAA said new
executives will provide "a
fresh opportunity to evalu-
ate" the oversight of South-
west.

Some of the whistleblower
accusations have been
leveled before, including
Southwest's use of planes
bought overseas without
verifying their maintenance
and inspection records.
In more than half of those

cases, the airline found that
the planes had undergone

repair work that wasn't
documented or couldn't
be verified.

The FAA said some of the
whistleblower  allegations
couldn't be proven, includ-
ing a claim that Southwest
routfinely assigns too much
work for mechanics to han-
dle.

A separate allegation that
the FAA improperly certified
Southwest for long overwa-
ter flights — approval the
airline needed to sell flights
to Hawaii — was examined
by the Transportation De-
partment's inspector gen-
eral, who could not verify
the claim.

An FAA spokeswoman said
the agency takes the spe-
cial counsel's concerns seri-
ously and has adoptits rec-
ommendations.
Dallas-based Southwest
has faced questions about
safety over the years and
has paid millions to settle
safety violations, however,
it has a good record over
its five-decade history.

No passenger had died
in an accident involving
a Southwest plane unfil
2018, when a woman was
kiled after an engine broke
apart over Pennsylvania
and debris shatftered the
window next to her seat.

Hawaii couple charged

This undated photo provided by the United States District Court
District of Hawaii shows Walter Glenn Primose, left, also known
as Bobby Edward Fort and this undated photo provided by the
United States District Court District of Hawaii shows Gwynn Darle
Morrison, right, aka Julie Lyn Montague.

By JENNIFER SINCO KELLE-
HER and BRIAN MELLEY
Associated Press
HONOLULU (AP) — A US.
defense contractor and his

Associated Press

wife who lived for decades
under the identities of two
dead Texas children have
been charged with iden-
fity theft and conspiring

with stealing IDs of dead Texas kids

against the government,
according to federal court
records unsealed in Hono-

lulu.
Walter Glenn Primrose and
Gwynn Darle  Morrison,

both in their late 60s, who
allegedly lived for decades
under the names Bobby
Edward Fort and Julie Lyn
Montague,  respectively,
were arrested Friday in Ka-
polei on the island of Oahu.
Prosecutors are seeking
to have the couple held
without bail, which could
indicate the case is about
more than defrauding the
government to obtain driv-
ers' licenses, passports and
Defense Department cre-
dentials. The documents
led to Primrose getting se-
cret security clearance
with the U.S. Coast Guard
and as a defense contrac-
tor.

Old photos show the cou-
ple wearing uniforms of the
KGB, the former Russian spy
agency, Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Thomas Muehleck said.
Faded Polaroids of each in
uniform were included in
the motion to have them
held.

A "close associate" of Mor-
rison said she lived in Ro-
mania while it was a Soviet
bloc country, Muehleck
said.

Prosecutors said there is a
high risk the couple would
flee if freed. They also sug-
gested that Primrose, who
was an avionics electrical
technician in the Coast
Guard, was highly skilled to
communicate secrefly if re-
leased.

The couple is also believed
to have other aliases, Mue-
hleck said.

Lawyers for the couple de-

clined to comment. A bail
hearing is scheduled Thurs-
day in U.S. District Court.
John Montague, whose
daughter, Julie, died in
1968 at 3 weeks of age, said
he was shocked when he
heard someone had been
living under his daughter's
name.

"I still can't believe it hap-
pened,” Montague, 91,
fold The Associated Press.
"The odds are like one-in-a-
frillion that they found her
and used her name. Peo-
ple stoop to do anything
nowadays. Let kids rest in
peace."

Primrose and Morrison were
born in 1955 and they at-
tended high school fogeth-
er in Port Lavaca, Texas,
and then went to Stephen
F. Austin University, accord-
ing to court records. They
married in 1980.1
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Strong quake Kills 5, injures dozens in northern

Philippines

By JIM GOMEZ and AARON
FAVILA

Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines (AP) A
strong earthquake set off
landslides and damaged
buildings in the northern
Philippines on Wednesday,
kiling at least five people
and injuring dozens. In the
capital, hospital patients
were evacuated and fer-
rified people rushed out-
doors.

The 7-magnitude quake
was centered in a moun-
tainous area of Abra prov-
ince, said Renato Solidum,
the head of the Philippine
Institute  of Volcanology
and Seismology, who de-
scribed the midmorning
shaking as a major earth-
quake.

“The ground shook like |
was on a swing and the
lights suddenly went out.
We rushed out of the office,
and | heard screams and
some of my companions
were in tears,” said Michael
Brillantes, a safety officer of
the Abra town of Lagangi-
lang, near the epicenter.
“It was the most power-
ful quake I've felt and |
thought the ground would
open up,” Brilantes fold
The Associated Press by
cellphone.

At least five people died
mostly in collapsed struc-
tures. One Vvilloger died

¥
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A damaged building lies on its side after a strong quake hit Bangued, Abra province, northern
Philippines on Wednesday July 27, 2022.

when hit by falling cement
slabs in his house in Abra,
where dozens of others
were injured. In Benguet
province, a worker was
pinned to death after a
small building that was un-
der construction collapsed
in the strawberry-growing
mountain fown of La Trini-

dad.
Hundreds of houses and
buildings had cracked

walls, including some that
collapsed in Abra, where
President Ferdinand Mar-
cos Jr., who took office

less than a month ago,
planned to travel Thursday
fo meet victims and local
officials.

Marcos Jr. told a news
conference he was in
his office at the riverside
Malacanang presidential
palace complex when the
chandeliers began sway-
ing and making clanking
sounds. “It was very strong,”
he said of the ground shak-
ing.

In a chilling near-death ex-
perience, Filipino photojour-
nalist Harley Palangchao
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and companions  were
fraveling downhill in two
vans in Mountain Province
when they suddenly heard
thunder-like thuds and saw
an avalanche of boulders
as big as cars raining down
just ahead of them from a
tfowering mountain.

Amid screams of his com-
panions in their van to
“back up, back up!” the
44-year-old father of three
raised his camera in the
front seat and snapped
what he feared could be
the final pictures of his life.

Hungary’s leader rebuked for opposing
‘mixed race’ society

By The Associated Press
BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP)
— One of Viktor Orban’s
closest associates has re-
signed in protest over what
she called a “pure Naz”
speech given by the Hun-
garian prime minister in
which he railed against Eu-
rope becoming a “"mixed
race” society.

It was a rare rebuke from
within the governing ranks
of the Hungarian leader,
who has long been ac-
cused by the European
Union of eroding demo-

cratic institutions and
norms.
In her resignation letter,

published Tuesday by Hun-

garian media, longstand-
ing adviser Zsuzsa Hegedus
compared Orban’s rheto-
ric fo the language used in
Nazi Germany.

“I am sincerely sorry that |
have to end a relationship
due to such a shameful po-
sition,” said Hegedus, who
worked with Orban for 20
years.

“I was left with no ofher
choice.”

While Orban’s anti-migra-
fion stance and criticism of
Western liberal values have
long prompted backlash,
Saturday's speech sparked
a fresh wave of outrage
throughout Europe and
from the opposition in Hun-

Hungary President Viktor Orban arrives at the NATO Heads of
State summit in Madrid, June 30, 2022.

gary.
In it, Orban declared that
countries with largescale

Associated Press

migration  from  outside
of Europe “are no longer
nations.”"d
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Amnesty: Taliban crackdown on rlghts 13 suffocahng women

By RAHIM FAIEZ

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD (AP) The
lives of Afghan women and
girls are being destroyed by
a “suffocating” crackdown
by the Taliban since they
tfook power nearly a year
ago, Amnesty International
said in a report released

Wednesday.
After they captured the
capital, Kabul, in August

2021 and ousted the inter-
nationally backed govern-
ment, the Taliban present-
ed themselves as having
moderated since their first
fime in power, in the 1990s.
Initially, Taliban  officials
spoke of allowing women
to contfinue to work and
girls to continue their edu-
cation.

Instead, they formed an all-
male government stacked
with veterans of their hard-
line rule that has banned
girls from attending school
from seventh grade, im-
posed all-covering dress
that leaves only the eyes
visible and restricted wom-
en’s access to work.
Amnesty said the Taliban
have also decimated pro-
tections for those facing
domestic  violence, de-
tained women and girls for
minor violations and con-
fributed to a surge in child
marriages. The report also

Afghan women wait to receive cash at a money distribution point organized by the World Food

Program, in Kabul, Afghanistan,

documented the torture
and abuse of women ar-
rested by the Taliban for
protesting against restric-
fions.

“Taken together, these
policies form a system of re-
pression that discriminates
against women and girls in
almost every aspect of their
lives,” the report said. “This
suffocating crackdown
against  Afghanistan’s  fe-
male population is increas-
ing day by day.”

The group’s researchers vis-

on Nov. 20, 2021.

ited Afghanistan in March
as part of a nine-month-
long investigation con-
ducted from September
2021 to June 2022. They in-
terviewed 90 women and
11 girls, between 14 and 74
years-old, across Afghani-
stan.

Among them were wom-
en detained for protest-
ing who described torture
at the hands of Taliban
guards, including beatings
and threats of death.

One woman told Amnes-

Associated Press

ty that guards beat her
and other women on the
breasts and between the
legs, “so that we couldn't
show the world.” She said
one told her, “I can kil
you right now, and no one
would say anything.”

A university student who
was detained said she was
electrically shocked on her
shoulder, face, neck and
elsewhere, while the Tal-
iban shouted insults at her.
One held a gun at her and
told her, “I will kill you, and

no one will be able to find
your body.”

The report said rates of
child, early and forced
marriage in  Afghanistan
are surging under Taliban
rule.

The increase, Amnesty said,
is fueled by Afghanistan’s
economic and humanitar-
ian crisis and the lack of ed-
ucation and job prospects
for women and girls. The
report documented cas-
es of forced marriages of
women and girls to Taliban
members under pressure
by the Tallbban member or
by the women's families.
One woman from a central
province of Afghanistan
told Amnesty that she was
compelled her to marry off
her 13-year-old daughter
to a 30-year-old neighbor
in exchange for 60,000 Af-
ghanis  (around US$670).
She said she felt relieved
because her daughter
“won't be hungry any-
more.”

She said she was also con-
sidering the same for her
10-year-old daughter but
was holding off in hopes
the girl could get an edu-
cation and eventually se-
cure a job to support the
family. "Of course, if they
don't open the school, I will
have to marry her off,” she
added.l

U.N. experts urge Hong Kong authorities to repeal

Photini Pazartzis,
speaks about the Human Rights Committee presents findings
on the political and civil rights in Hong Kong, Macao, Georgiaq,
Ireland, Luxembourg and Uruguay, during a press conference
at the European headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva,
Switzerland, Wednesday, July 27, 2022.

By JAMEY KEATEN

GENEVA (AP) — Indepen-
dent human rights experts
backed by the United Nao-

Chairperson of the Committee, OHCHR,

Associated Press

fions called Wednesday on
authorities in Hong Kong to
repeal a national security
law that squelched protests

and criticism over China’s
tightening grip on the semi-
aufonomous region.

The U.N.-backed Human
Rights Committee added
its voice to independent
advocacy groups that
have said the National
Security Law was passed
by the National People’s
Congress in Beijing without
adequately consulting the
people of Hong Kong.
Since its passage in 2020,
the law hasreportedly been
applied in connection with
the arrests of more than 200
people, the experts say.
The committee aims to en-
sure that signatories of the
International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights up-
hold their commitments to
respecting people’s rights
and freedoms.

The findings by the commit-

tee, part of aregularreview
of parties to the covenant,
expose again the com-
plexities of Beijing’s control
of Hong Kong for the last
25 years. The findings were
published Wednesday af-
ter a string of hearings in-
cluding Hong Kong authori-
fies earlier this month.

The Chinese region of Ma-
cao, Georgia, Ireland,
Luxembourg and Uruguay
were also examined.

Hong Kong acceded to
the covenant after Britain,
the region’s former colonial
ruler, rafified it in 1976. Af-
ter the handover of Hong
Kong to China in 1997, Chi-
nese authorities told the
U.N. chief that the cove-
nant would confinue to ap-
ply to the region.

“Hong Kong, China should
ensure that the covenant

security law

prevails over local legisla-
tion and laws applicable in
Hong Kong, including the
National Security Law, and
bring these laws and prac-
fices in full conformity with
the Covenant,” the experts
wrote.

Addressing Hong Kong and
not China, which has not
ratfified the covenant com-
mittee vice chair Christo-
pher Arif Bulkan told report-
ers: "The committee urged
Hong Kong to take action
to repeal the national se-
curity law and in the interim
refrain from applying it.”
Bulkan cited the “unique”
contfext in which a coun-
fry like China was in es-
sence inheriting a commit-
ment to the covenant that
was made before it took
conftrol of Hong Kong and
Macaoo.d



RCC Aruba qualifies for the second round

Aruba shone bright once
again on the international
stage with a beautiful pre-
sentation by the acrobatics
group RCC Aruba, in the
much beloved program
America’s Got Talent (AGT).
For the first time, the name
of Aruba was heard in the
show. The whole island
could watch with pride as
Aruba’s flag waved on a
world stage, in a show with
a big worldwide audience.

Who is RCC Aruba

RCC Aruba consists of Aru-
ban dancers and Colom-
bian, Cuban and Venezu-
elan acrobats. Acrobats
from various countries who
made Aruba their home.
Since 2010, RCC Aruba per-
forms in various hotels here
on the island.

Minister of Culture, Xiomara
Maduro commented that
for along time, RCC Aruba
has been promoting our
island on the international
stage. In 2019, RCC Aruba
started taking part in in-
ternational circus festivals.
RCC Aruba participated in
China International Circus
Festival in 2018, and gave
a performance in three dif-
ferent cities. In december
2020, this acrobatics group
gave more than 60 presen-
tations in Budapest, Hun-

gary.

In January 2021, RCC Aru-

ba took part in another Cir-
cus Festival known around
the world, the Budapest
Circus Festival in Hungary.
Here RCC Aruba won third
place and also won a spe-
cial prize.

RCC Aruba represents Aru-
ba with a lot of love and
pride

The minister of Culture high-
lights that the beauty of
these artists is that in every
country in which they per-
form, the group represents
the country of Aruba and
carries the flag of Aruba
with a lot of love and pride.
Since the presentation of
RCC Aruba in Budapest,
this group of artists re-
ceived confracts at world-
renowned circuses.

Currently RCC Aruba is in
England taking part in the
Summer Circus & Water
Spectacular in the Hippo-
drome Circus in London,
England. This is a unique
circus, since its stage is sur-
rounded by water.

After their performance in
England, they will confinue
in september with presen-
tations in Italy and in oc-
tober with presentations in
France.

In the name of the Govern-
ment and the people of
Aruba, the minister of Cul-
ture thanks each member

of the group RCC Aruba
for loving and represent-
ing Aruba so beautifully.
“Thank you for promoting
and for letting Aruba’s flag
shine on all world stages
during your performances.
The country of Arubais very
proud of you, and congrat-
ulates you with your quali-
fying for the second round
of audition in AGT. You can
count with Aruba’s sup-
port!”

LOGAI— THURSDAY 28 JULY 2022

Name and flag of Aruba for the first time in America’s Got Talent
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Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa ranked top 10 Most Romantic Hotels in
the Caribbean and Top 25 Best Hotels in the Caribbean by TripAdvisor

EAGLE BEACH - The annual Tri-
pAdvisor “Travelers’ Choice”
Awards have been released
for 2022 and Manchebo Beach
Resort and Spa has proudly
been awarded not one but two
awards.

The first award is in the ‘Most Ro-
mantic Hotels in the Caribbean’
category where the intimate
boutique resort and spa has
been awarded the number 10
posifion. The second award is in
the ‘Top 25 Hotels in the Carib-
bean’ category where the resort
proudly stands at the number 23
position.
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The Travelers' Choice awards
honor travelers' favorite destina-
tions, hotels, restaurants, things to
do, and beyond, based on the

e TS A |
reviews and opinions collected
from fravelers and diners around
the world on TripAdvisor over a
12-month period. The Travelers’

Choice award was established
in 2002 and is the highest honor
TripAdvisor can bestow.

Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa
is an intimate boutique resort of
72 rooms located on majestic
Eagle Beach and hosts a high
percentage of couples, hon-
eymooners, repeat visitors and
beach lovers. These awards are
dedicated to our loyal visitors
and first-fime visitors but most
importantly to our hardworking
and dedicated staff that works
every day to bring the best ser-
vice to our guests and ensure a
memorable experience for years
tocome. 4

New Species of Cone Snail Discovered on Aruba

Researchers from the Florida Atlan-
tic University and University of Cali-
fornia recently discovered a new
species of cone snail off the coast
of Aruba. Inhabiting the shallow
waters of Malmok Beach, this spe-
cies represents only one of over
180 species of mollusks found dur-
ing a recent field survey, showcas-
ing Aruba as a unique ‘evolution-
ary hot spot’ for the region.

Cone snails are predatory sea
snails with colorful patterned shells,
found throughout the fropics.
These sea snails typically inhabit
shallow waters, and use a hollow,
venom-filled tooth to paralyze their
prey. Until fairly recently, the over
600 species of cone snails were all
thought to be under one genus,
however genetic research has
now found that these species are
in fact from a number of different
genera.

Evolutionary Hot Spot

Aruba’s nearshore environment is
unique for a number of reasons,
one of which is its rich and highly
endemic mollusk populations. The
high percentage of endemism
found around the island indicates
that Aruba represents distinctive
“evolutionary hot spot” within the

region. In fact, over the course
of the one-week field survey, re-
searcher David Berschauer from
the University of California found
over 180 different species of mol-
lusks on Aruba.

One of these species was later de-
termined to be a new subspecies
Jaspidiconus hendrikae, named in
honor of Hendrika Wendriks, moth-
er of a well-known Aruban diver
and amateur malacologist, Jordy
Wendricks. This new species can
be found along Malmok Beach, an
area on the northern tip of Aruba.
Jaspidiconus species dwell in shal-
low water, and given their limited
dispersal capabilities, often ex-
hibit high degrees of endemism.
This new species averages around
T4mm in length and is tapered at
both ends. Although similar to the
species, J. vantwoudti, this new
species is a vivid yellow color and
has tiny rows of brown dots (as can
be seen in the image below).

Implications

Globally, tropical marine habi-
tats are being threatened due to
coastal development, pollution,
overfishing and climate change.
This loss of habitat is leading to a
cascading affect of rapid species

loss.  Although cone snails have
historically been overlooked, new
studies are uncovering their vast
importance. Toxins from a number
of cone snails are now gaining rec-
ognition for their potential medici-
naluses. Already a number of these
toxins have been developed and
are being used as pain blockers.
Protecting the unique biodiversity
within the Dutch Caribbean shore-
line not only has great ecological
value but could contain the key for
future scientific breakthroughs in a
number of other fields.

Report your sightings

Have you observed Snails or other
speciese Report your nature sight-
ings and photos on the website
DutchCaribbean.Observation.org
or download the free apps (iPhone
(iObs) & Android (ObsMapp)). Spe-
cies reports by local communities
and tourists are invaluable for na-
ture conservation efforts to help
increase public awareness and
overall species protection. Besides,
DCNA, Observation International
and Naturalis Biodiversity Center
are working together to develop
on automated species identifica-
fion app for your phone. Your up-
loaded photos are of great value
to make this possible. For questions,

please contact research@DCNA-
nature.org

Figure 1. Endemic Jaspidiconus
species from Aruba. A, B= Jas-
pidiconus hendrikae Petuch &
Berschauer, new species, holo-
type from Malmok Beach, Aruba,
length 12.09 mm, LACM 3811; C,
D= Jaspidiconus hendrikae Petuch
& Berschauer, new species, length
10.70 mm, Malmok Beach, Aruba,
in the Berschauer research collec-
fion; E, F= Jaspidiconus vantwoudti
Petuch, Berschauer & Poremski,
2015, holotype, length 12.4 mm,
Arashi Beach, Aruba; G, H= Jas-
pidiconus vantwoudti Petuch, Ber-
schaver & Poremski, 2015, length
12 mm, Arashi Beach, Aruba.
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Are you in Aruba for "Wor-
kation" and need high-
speed Internet anywhere
at any time? SETAR, Aru-
ba's biggest telecom pro-
vider, offers you the fastest
wireless Internet plans on
an LTE network.

Work remotely on the
beach via your tablet, lap-
top, or smartphone and
enjoy faster upload and
download speeds. SETAR
Prepaid Wireless Broad-

Prepaid High-Speed Internet
anywhere on the island

band offers you a lower lo-
tency rate, meaning web-
sites loads faster, YouTube
does not pause every five
seconds, and apps down-
load at a higher speed, all
using your Mi-Fi device.

SETAR Wireless Broadband
Prepaid offers you Internet
anywhere for a fixed fee
without worrying about
additional charges, and
it is easy to use and ac-
cess. Choose the bundle

that suits your budget and  Visit SETAR Teleshop with lo-

needs.

cations around the island

or at the airport to check
your Mi-Fi SIM or device.(l

Redirection of tire waste: Starting
August 22, tire waste is not allowed at
the Parkietenbos landfill

Oranjestad - The Minister of
Transport, Integrity, Nature,
and Seniors Affairs, Ursell
Arends, informed that on
August 22, 2022, his ministry
would launch the waste re-
direction plan.

The first type of directed
waste is tires. The reasons
for choosing ftires are that
the commercial sector thus
far does the waste collec-
fion and the urgent need
to prevent fires on the Parki-
etenbos landfill. The Trash 2
Cash forum outcome iden-
tified Ecotech and Caren-
fra as companies that can
process fires effectively.
Effective August 22, 2022,
companies and individuals
must deposit tire waste at
these locations.

On February 22, the Ministry
of Nature started the waste

management policy for
Aruba. This policy is part of
a vision to close the Parki-
etenbos landfill and focus
on waste reduction, reuse,
and recycling to facilitate
Aruba'’s transition to the cir-
cular economy.

Part of this process is to re-
direct the different kinds of
waste dumped at the Par-
kietenbos landfill. Then the
process of preventing the
fires and closing the landfill
will start.

The Ministry of Nature and
its partners, including the
Department of Nature and
Environment, will meet with
stakeholders on August 3.

They request all companies
that deal with tires to con-
tact them at info@trashto-
casharuba.org.

]

They will also launch
awareness campaigns to
inform the public about the
new process to dispose of
tire waste.

This implementation of this
vision requires the support
and understanding of the
community and collabo-
ration between the public
and private sectors.
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History of fishing in Aruba
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ORANJESTAD — Fishing has
been a family tradition for

ages in Aruba. Our ances-
tors used to fish for a living.

Even though nowadays
you don't see them often
we still have some passion-
ate fishermen on the island
that go out every day in
search for fish to feed their
families and serve our local
market. One of these fisher-
man is Gregory Wernet.

The so-called Continental
Bank between Aruba and
the opposite coast reaches
a depth of about 650 feet.
The sea is very rich in fish
here. Since the time of the
indigenous native people
fish and other sea creatures
such as turtles, octopus
squids, conch and many
type of crustaceans have
formed a means of subsis-
tence for the native Aru-
ban inhabitants. Especially
along the west coast of
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grounds are settlements of
fishermen. Until the arrival
of the oil -industry Aruban
fishermen could supply Aru-
ba’'s wants.

As asource ofincome, how-
ever, fishing did not amount
too much. In the beginning
of the 1900’s approximately
160 people earn their living
in this branch of this indus-
fry. Rancho, which stands
for a shed, nowadays east
Oranjestad, was the head
quarter and remains the
fishermen’s settlement. Sa-
vaneta, Noord, Santa Cruz
all had their fishermen’s vil-
lages. At a rough estimate
there were about a hun-
dred small fishing boats
during that fime.

The Arubans were mainly
engaged in coastal fishing,
using rowing-boats or small
sailing-boats, and lines or
dragnets and canisters in
shallow water. When fish-

Mt

ing with deep-sea lines just
over the bottom of the sea
the boat is kept in place by
means of a piece of rock
serving as an anchor. The
two most important species
of fish by far caught in this
manner are the pargo or
red snappers and a variety
of groupers like the mero,
jeanpao and the wowo di
boyo.

Cruising off the coast the
Aruban fisherman patient-
ly waits for a fish willing to
snap at the bait on the
drag-line, in nets and traps.
Veritable giants are some-
fimes caught. Barracudas
weigh from 9 to 44 pounds
and measure from 3 to al-
most 7 feet. The king-fish
has a weight from 22 to 44
pounds; the moclat may
fip the scales at 155, whilst
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garfish, having a length of
nine feet, weigh over 132
pounds.

Most fish caught is used
for their own consumption,
to feed their families and
some are being sold in the
market to local restaurants.

Fisherman Gregory Wernet
Gregory Wernet is a well-
known fisherman from San-
ta Cruz. His father taught
him fishing when he was
a small child. Gregory has
two sons, Jordan and Jor-
danny, which he taught
fishing foo, when they were
only 3 years old and he
takes them fishing with him.
Fishing has been a fam-
ily fradifion for quite a long
fime and even his grand-
son Willvion of 7 years old
is following his grandfather

steps. This is the sixth gen-
eration of fishermen in their
family.

They go deep sea fishing.
There they catch red snap-
per, grouper and amber-
jack. They usually fish for
15 hours a day, but now
due to the covid-19 mea-
surements they go fishing
from 5 in the morning until
8 o'clock at night or even
sometimes from 8 at night
fil 5 in the morning. The
day before they prepare
all their fishing tools such as
the Lines, lures, spears, and
load their boat with fishing
reels, batteries, fill the gaso-
line tank, lights and some
food and beverages. For
bait he uses sardines, squid
and the small fish known
in Aruba as piskechi. The
have two boats they use
for fishing. ‘Virgen del Valle’
which is parked at the pier
by the Seaport and ‘Po-
drot’ which they have aft
home.

The fish they catch they
take home to their families
and they also sell it to their
clients. Gregory is proud to
be a fisherman. It is a hon-
est and humble job but
with it he is able to feed
his family even during hard
fimes. It is a very dangerous
job and you have to spend
many hours on the seaq,
waifing patiently and risk-
ing your life while fighting a
big fish and big waves but
the adrenaline it brings with
it but also just sitting there
listening to the sound of the
waves and enjoying the
marvelous view that nature
has to offeris all worth it.q

Source: EtniaNativa
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Republic of Peru
celebrates 201st
Independence Day

ORANJESTAD - Today, 28th
July 2022, Peru is celebrat-
ing its 201st Independence
Day. In a telephone inter-
view from Peru, Giovana
Tapia-Guzman, Peru’s Con-
sular Coordinator in Aruba
told us about this great cel-
ebration, and also shared
a bit regarding her ties to
Aruba.

Tapia-Guzman has been
living in Aruba for 30 years,
doing the work of Consular
Coordination for 17 years
already. Aruba doesn't
have an established Pe-
ruvian consulate;  when
she started in this posifion,
the Consular Coordination
was under jurisdiction of
the General Consulate of
Peru in Venezuela, but be-
cause of the crisis in Ven-
ezuela, the jurisdiction was
changed and now it's un-
der the General Consulate
of Peru in Panama.

Every year, the Peruvian
community celebrates the
28th of July, Peru’'s anni-
versary, one of the biggest
celebrations for Peru. This
year marks 201 years of in-
dependence.

Tapia-Guzman says that
for this great day, normally
the Peruvian community in
Aruba organizes a gastro-
nomic fair. This year, from
what Tapia-Guzman under-
stood, a sports group took
over the organization of
the celebrations. The group
consists of Peruvian resi-
dents who organize soccer
championships, in order to
organize a celebration to
honor their country.

She explains that normally
the Peruvian flag is raised
here as well, which the
Government of Aruba al-
lows them to do. But be-
cause she had to travel to
Peru for an emergency this
year, she did not receive
an invitation for the raising
of the Peruvian flag like alll
the previous years.

The community would nor-
mally also organize a mass
in honor of Peru, but she

said she was not aware
if this was going to take
place this year.

It is known that on this spe-
cial date, Peruvian folklore
and cultural groups in Aru-
ba come out to perform
cultural dance of this coun-
fry. The Consular Coordina-
for explained that in Aruba
there are two groups who
bring Peruvian culture
through various activities in
Aruba. One is the Funda-
cion Fiestas Patrias Perua-
nos, and the other is Takiri
Folklore Peru.

Tapia-Guzman has been
in charge of the position
of Consular Coordino-
for for Peru in Aruba for 17
years, and she says that the
group Takiri Folklore Peru
started practically together
with her, incentivizing all
Peruvians residing in Aruba
tfo help show more of Peru-
vian culture in each activity
fo which they were invited.

Fiestas Pafrias Peruanos
in Aruba is a new founda-
fion, which also presents
fraditional dance, and it's
a foundation that during
the last few years has be-
come very popular in their
presentations of Peruvian
culture.

As she mentioned above,
Tapia-Guzman arrived in
Aruba 30 years ago. She
said that she first came fo
Aruba on vacation, and it
was during this vacation
that she met her future hus-
band, who lived in Aruba
back then, and that's how
she decided to stay on the
island.

Tapia-Guzman studied in-
ternational commerce
and has two children, one
of whom is studying in the
Netherlands, completing
their Masters, and the other
is currently studying VWO
at Colegio Arubano.

To finalize, Tapia-Guzman
sent a message as Peru’s
Consular  Coordinator in
Aruba to the enfire Peru-
vian community on the

“I invite the entire

island.
Peruvian community to al-
ways show our education
in order that each day we
can also have a better life
in Aruba. That we can in-

tegrate with the Aruban
community, which is ideal
for us all to live well, to live
in peace, to live in com-
munity. And | wish my com-
munity, from the distance,

a happy national celebra-
fion, that they may show
our culture, our gastrono-
my, in order to motivate the
Aruban community to also
know Peru.”
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Has remote work changed the travel

landscape?

In this June 19, 2017, file photo, a person types on a laptop
keyboard in North Andover, Mass.

By SAM KEMMIS
NerdWallet

While some workers re-
turn to the office this year,
many others continue
to work remotely indefi-
nitely. This seismic shift has
changed where people
live and work and, increas-
ingly, how they travel.

In the first quarter of 2022,
nearly 25% of job post-
ings at the 50,000 largest
companies in the U.S. and
Canada were for permo-
nently remote positions,
according to the job listing
service Ladders. That's up
from a mere 4% before the
pandemic. “It has enabled
us to extend frips, leave
early and work different
hours,” says Kirsten Reck-
man, a credit risk manager
based in Tampa, Florida,
who works remotely. "My
boss is very accommodat-
ing as long as the work
gets done.” Reckmen'’s ex-
perience reflects a larger
frend. One in five travel-
ers this summer plan to do
work on the road, accord-
ing to a report from De-
loitte, an international pro-
fessional services network.
Of these so-called “laptop
luggers,” 4 in 5 plan to ex-
tend the length of their trips
because of schedule flex-
ibility.
THE RISE
TRAVEL
Remote work has blurred
the line between business
and personal tfravel. Rather
than leaving home rarely
for vacation, remote work-
ers can fravel at any fime.
This has the potential to
upend longstanding travel

OF ‘BLEISURF’

Associated Press

frends. “Many fravelers
who have the opportunity
are choosing to combine
remote working with ftrips
for a change of scene as
well as maximizing PTO,"” or
paid time off, explains Mark
Crossey, traveler expert at
Skyscanner, a travel search
engine and agency. “Wor-
kations allow people with
flexible home and work
lives to become ‘half tour-
ists’ for a period of tfime.”
This kind of freedom ap-
peals to Lisa Wickstrom,
a mortgage underwriter
based in Arizona who now
works from around fthe
world with only a suitcase.
“I got three weeks of va-
cation before,” says Wick-
strom, “But | never feel like |
have to take vacation time
because ... I'm always on
vacation.”

For the travel industry, these
nomads offer enormous
opportunities. Remote
workers can spend far
more time and money aft
far-flung destinations. Yet
“bleisure” travelers don't fit
the typical tourist mold.
"“You can’tjust go freely ev-
erywhere,” explains Derek
Midkiff, a patent attorney
who left San Diego during
the pandemic and never
looked back. “You're living
somewhere but also work-
ing. Someone asks me, ‘Did
you do this and this,” and |
have to say, ‘No, I'm work-
ing, it's not the same as
when you're on vacation.™”
TRAVEL DAYS ARE CHANG-
ING

Before the pandemic, it
was expensive to fly on
the weekends and cheap-

er during the week. That
could all be shifting with re-
mote work.

According to data from
Hopper, a travel booking
app, the cost of domes-
fic flights on Sundays and
Mondays has risen 5.90%
and 2.97%, respectively, in
2022 compared to 2019,
while the cost of flying on
Friday and Saturday has
dropped by 3.04% and
1.60%. It's now cheaper to
fly on a Saturday than a
Monday, on average.
Further, remote workers
can take longer trips during
busy holidays, flattening
the “peak” of peak travel
dates. “Since 2020, we've
observed a small but no-
ficeable shift toward Thurs-
day departures for Me-
morial Day weekend itin-
eraries,” says Craig Ewer,
spokesperson for Google
Flights, *"which suggests
that location flexibility is in-
deed having an impact on
fraveler behaviors.”

AN INDUSTRY ADAPTS
Many workers fled large cit-
ies during the pandemic,
filing the suburbs and ru-
ral areas. But remote work
has changed the calculus
more drastically for some,
freeing up budgets to allow
more fravel.

“I'save over $2,000 a month
after taxes by living in Flori-
da,” says Reckman. “We're
fraveling a lot more be-
cause of that.”

Lower cost of living and
fax incentives means more
freedom for some remote
workers. And some compa-
nies are seeing a potential
windfall.

Airbnb, the vacation rental
platform, reports that the
number of long-term stays
(over 28 days) doubled
in the first quarter of 2022
compared to 2019. The
company has even infro-
duced an “I'm Flexible"”
search functionality for
fravelers who don’'t need
tfo get back to an office on
a specific date.

“I've found Airbnb to be
cheaper, and have better
rules,” says Midkiff, explain-
ing why he chooses vo-
cation rentals over hotels.
“And | like to stay a month
to get the discount.”[
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Time - Share Resales

Are you interested in sell

Your Time - Share in Aruba ?
Call us :011-297-630-1307

38 Years doing Honest Business
Visit our website : www.halley-
timetravelaruba.com

HTTA

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 Bedroom WK # 29 /30 room
# 2508

1 Bedroom WK # 31 room #
2336

Price : $6 K each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 31 room# 2345

1 BR WK # 32 room# 2545
Price : $ 7 K each

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 30 room # 2516
Price : $ 5 K

Rent : date 29 July /5 August
2022

Price : $ 1300 for the week
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

La Cabana Beach and casino
Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 29 Room # 429 A
Price :$5 K

Rent : 21 July /28 July 2022
Price :$1200

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Aruba Divi Phoenix
Eagle beach

1 BR WK # 28 room # 721
Studio WK # 28room # 722
28 weeks remain each
Price : 10K/ 8K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Gold Coast

3 Bedroom 2 bath

Town House

Price :$450 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Costa Linda Beach Resort
Eagle Beach

2 BR WK # 33 and 34 room
#3007

Pool/ Ocean View

Price : $ 9 K each

Rent : date :19 August to 2 Sep-
tember 2022

Price :$1500 each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Marriott Surf Club

Palm Beach

Gold season

2 Bedroom Ocean View
Price : $ 9K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com

HTTA

Marriott Ocean Club
Palm Beach

Gold Season

1 BR Ocean View

Price: $7K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Tierra Del Sol

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath

24 hour security

Ocean view with Garage
Price :$475 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Le Vent

Eagle Beach

3 Bedroom 3 Bath

Ground floor

Price : $ 950 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

La Cabana Beach Resort and
Casino

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK # 33 room # 308 A
Sunday check in $6 K

2 BR WK # 33 room #124 A/B
Saturday check in $8 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 30 and 31 room
#2531

Pool / Ocean View $7 K each
1 BR WK # 32 Room # 2337
Pool / ocean view $ 7 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance Ocean Suite
Private Islands

1 BRDLX WK # 33 Room #
2147

Ocean Front Ground floor $ 8K
1 BR WK # 33 Room # 2131
Pool/ ocean view $ 7 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 34 Room # 2113
Ground floor pool/ ocean
Price : $ 7K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
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HTTA

House For Sale

Wespunt Tibushie

2 Bedroom , 2 bath

With and appartment

And Pool

Price :$360 K

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
215595

SALE/RENT
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS
SALE Wk 32. 2 Bedr., 2 Bathr.,
2 Balc., 2 pools. Sunset & Great
Views! Gorgeous Beach!
RENT Wk 31. 2 Bedr., 2 Bathr.,
Balc., Pools, Sunset, 3 Restau-
rants. All compl. refurbished
CALL USA 941-343-1088

215587
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HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Oduber Tel. 582 1780
San Nicolas:

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911
Fire Dept. 115
Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
Emerican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Cyndi Lauper says ‘Kinky Boots’ offers hope for a new time

By MARK KENNEDY

AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Three
years after it closed on
Broadway, the musical
“Kinky Boots” returns to
New York City. The show
may not have changed,
but the country has.

The Cyndi Lauper- and Har-
vey Fierstein-created musi-
cal landed on Broadway
in 2013 in the middle of the
Obama administration, a
big hug of acceptance,
tolerance and love. It reap-
pears off-Broadway now at
Stage 42 as same-sex gains
and privacy rights seem un-
der threat.

The Tony- and Olivier-win-
ning musical is about a
staid British shoe factory on
the brink of ruin that retrofits
itself info a maker of foot-
wear for drag queens and
embraces its queerness.
Lauper, whose hits include
“Girls Just Want to Have
Fun” and “Time After Time,”
has long been an advo-
cate for the LGBTQ com-
munity, starting the non-
profit advocacy organizo-
fion that would become
True Colors United in 2008.
She also backs abortion
rights and just reworked her
1993 song “Sally’s Pigeons,”
which she wrote about
a friend who died from a
botched abortion.

The Associated Press asked
her about the return of
“Kinky Boots,” so-called
cancel culture and the role
of artists now that rights
are being rolled back. Re-
sponses have been edited
for brevity and clarity.

AP:  What were your
thoughts about bringing
“Kinky Boots” back to New

Cyndi Lauper arrives at the 60th annual Grammy Awards at Madison Square Garden in New York,

Sunday, Jan. 28, 2018.

Yorke

LAUPER: | wasn't keen on
putting it off-Broadway, but
when everyone explained
how they felt and what they
missed and what was go-
ing on, lunderstood that it’s
just a place where people
could watch a show where
not just one person evolves,
but everyone evolves.

AP: It does offer a big wet
kiss to theatergoers.
LAUPER: | just think it's a
wonderful experience and
it's inclusive. And, to me,
that makes everything a
little richer. You know, |
never even liked one kind
of music. | like music that's
exposed to everything. Like
cooking. | don't have a
bland palate.

AP: Has it stood up?
LAUPER: | could go in there

in a bad mood and it just
makes me feel better. And
| start laughing. It's just
good. It has redemption.
It's a story that has redemp-
fion. And that's the most
important thing. You need
fo give people hope. You
can't take people’s hope
away.

AP: “Kinky Boots" is all about
acceptance and reaching
out. Do you worry about
the tone of the country
now that many seem to
be opposed to that senti-
ment?e

LAUPER: Who died and left
them in charge of every-
thing? Well, I'll tell you: If
you didn't vote, you left
them in charge. As soon as
you didn’t vote, they're in
charge. They're changing
the laws.

Associated Press

AP: Why did you release a
new version of “Sally’s Pi-
geons”?

LAUPER: Because | think that
we have forgotten what
it was like when “Sally’s Pi-
geons” was a common
story. Not a lot of people
remember that because
they didn’t live that.

AP: Do you think the right
represents the wishes of
most Americans?

LAUPER: In my mind and in
my heart, and in the people
| have sung to all around
this country, Americans are
mostly fair-minded people.
We have been put to the
test with this COVID thing.
We had been put to the
test with finances. But do
you really want to lose your
democracy?

AP: What can regular peo-

ple do?

LAUPER: This is what | think:
Information is power.
Knowledge is power. It's
like when | want to find out
what the news is, | don't
watch one thing. | even try
and watch a foreign news
station so that | could get
what other people looking
at my counftry are saying.
| learned that the minute
| starfed fraveling outside
the country to work.

AP: What do artists do now?
LAUPER: You have to share
your stories, and you have
to understand that as you
want people fo listen to
you, you've got to listen to
what they're saying, too.
And then you've got to un-
derstand their humanity.
AP: You've mentioned be-
fore that you're not a fan
of so-called cancel culture.
Whye

LAUPER: It's an opportu-
nity when people make a
mistake or you don't say
the right thing, that you
can understand because
someone else shares their
story and you share yours,
and you understand. Your
understanding  changes.
Then people can evolve.
Therefore as a country, we
can evolve. We can. We
can make it beftter.

AP: So we should keep shar-
ing, keep talking?

LAUPER: Look, sometimes
the person you work with
for 12 hours a day, they
have a different life ex-
perience and maybe you
share your story together,
you can both evolve, right?
You can evolve together.
And that's what it should
be, that we can evolve not
cancel each other.[]

)\

In this combination of images shows Ken Jennings, left, as he
appears at the 2020 ABC Television Critics Association Winter
Press Tour in Pasadena, Cadlif., Jan. 8, 2020, and actress Mayim
Bialik as she appears at the 23rd annual Critics' Choice Awards
in Santa Monica, Calif., Jan. 11, 2018.

Associated Press

Mayim Bialik, Ken Jennings to split
'‘Jeopardy!' host job

By LYNN ELBER

AP Television Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — "Jeop-
ardy!" is giving itself two
answers to the question of
who getfs to host the quiz
show — Mayim Bialik and
Ken Jennings.

Bialik and Jennings have
been serving as rofating
hosts since Mike Richards
exited the show amid con-
troversy after a short tenure

as the late Alex Trebek's re-

placement.
Executive producer Mi-
chael Davies said in an

announcement posted on-
line Wednesday that deals
were signed with Bialik and
Jennings "to be the hosts
of Jeopardy! moving for-
ward."

"In Mayim and Ken, we
have two outstanding hosts
at the beginning of their

Jeopardy! hosting careers
who connect with their
own unique fanbases, new
fans, and the traditional
Jeopardy! viewer," Davies
said in the statement.
Jennings, an all-time "Jeop-
ardy!" champion, and ac-
tor Bialik ("Call Me Kat," "The
Big Bang Theory") were
among the guest hosts who
filled in after Trebek's death
from cancerin 2020.
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Defense matters for Stroman, MLB’s top fielding pitchers

By JAY COHEN

CHICAGO (AP) — Marcus
Stroman takes pregame
grounders at second base
and shortstop. He is work-
ing with SSK on his own line
of gloves, and there are a
couple in his Wrigley Field
locker in various colors.

He takes his defense seri-
ously especially for a pitch-
er.

In an age where the focus
in on velocity and stuff,
pushing fielding even fur-
ther into the background,
Stroman is part of a small
but proud group of pitchers
mindful of the maybe one
or two extra outs they can
record per game because
of defense.

“Nothing | hate more than
a weak-hit ball that drib-
bles on the infield and ends
up being a hit and now you
got the guy on first,” said
Stroman, who signed a $71
million, three-year contract
with the Chicago Cubs last
December. “So I'm go-
ing all out always to make
every play.” Stroman’s ag-
gressive approach is com-
mon among baseball’s top
fielding pitchers, a group
that also includes Atlanta
left-hander Max Fried, St.
Louis right-hander Adam
Wainwright and Kansas
City right-hander  Zack
Greinke, among ofthers.
Another common frait is a
balanced finish to their mo-
tion, leaving the pitcher in
position to make the play.

Chicago Cubs starting pitcher Marcus Stroman watches a throw to an Arizona Diamondbacks
batter during the first inning of a baseball game in Chicago, Thursday, May 19, 2022.

“I think the biggest thing is
you got to want to be in-
volved in that,” Mets man-
ager Buck Showalter said.
“A lot of guys, you see
them almost run away from
the ball.”"Not Stroman. Or
Phillies left-nander Ranger
Sudrez, who leads major
league pitchers with five to-
talruns saved, according to
The Fielding Bible. Or Aaron
Nola, Sudrez's teammate in
Philadelphia, who tops big
league pitchers with six run-
ners caught stealing. “The
guys who are the best field-
ers out there are the ones
who usually take it most
seriously. In practice also,”
Wainwright said. “Fielding

MLB average salary up

By RONALD BLUM

AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Recent
arbitration decisions and
seftlements have liffed
Major League Baseball’s
average salary by 6% from
the start of the 2021 sea-
son to $4,415,275, accord-
ing to a study by The Asso-
ciated Press.

When the AP first published
the study on April 14, the
average was $4,414,184.
At the ftime, 23 players
were eligible for arbitra-
fion, so the study used
midpoints of the figures
submitted by players and
feams.

The revision replaced the

midpoints with the figures
determined by arbitration
panels or agreements that
avoided hearings, show-
ing an increase of $1,091.
Teams won nine of 13 cas-
es that went to hearings.
Players averaged
$4,167,164 at the start of
the 2021 season. The re-
cord is $4,451,508 set in
2017, before the salary
slide that angered players
during the labor confract
that expired last Decem-
ber.

The players’ associatfion
uses slightly different meth-
odology, and calculated
its 2022 opening day aver-
age at $4,467,314.

is a big part of the game.”
The  40-year-old  Wain-
wright, a two-time Gold
Glove winner, grew up in
Georgia, giving him plenty
of opportunities to watch
one of baseball’s best field-
ing pitchers in Greg Mad-
dux. The Hall of Fame right-
hander won a record 18
Gold Gloves during 23 seo-
sons spent mostly with the
Braves and Chicago Cubs.
“That's who we grew up
wanting fo be like,” Wain-
wright said. "I fried fo mod-
el myself after him but not
very well. But | tried to.”

Through Tuesday’s games,
big league pitchers had
committed 191 errors and

Associated Press

recorded a .949 fielding
percentage, according fo
Sportradar. They totaled
312 errors and a .952 field-
ing percentage last year,
compared to 137 errors
and a .944 fielding percent-
age during the shortened
2020 season and 373 errors
and a .948 percentage in
2019.

Pitchers aren’'t called on
to make that many plays,
but their defensive ability
can influence the game in
other ways. Besides hold-
ing runners on and getting
over to cover at first, they
also can affect how their
team positions the rest of its
infielders.

“It's definitely an asset,”
Cubs manager David Ross
said. “"We have real talks
about bunt plays or the
threat of a bunt, you don’t
have to worry about the
left side as much.”

The 3l-year-old Stroman
was a pitcher and an in-
fielder when he was grow-
ing up in New York. He
continued to play the field
during his three seasons at
Duke. The right-hander was
selected by Toronto in the
first round of the 2012 ama-
teur draft and won the AL
Gold Glove with the Blue
Jays in 2017. But he contin-
ues to take ground balls in
the infield between starts.
"I feel like sometimes pitch-
ers can become robofs
with throwing techniques,”
Stroman said, “and go-
ing out there and taking
ground balls just reminds
me that | have that athleti-
cism in there and | need to
use it.”

The balance he shows on
the mound is no accident,
either. “In the weight room
there's definitely a huge
emphasis on balance, sta-
bility, single leg,” Stroman
said. "l do a lot of work in
there hoping that it cor-
relates and kind of shows
when I'm out on the field.”
Like so many of his slick-
fielding brethren, Stroman
also shares an admiration
for other pitchers pay-
ing close attention to their
defense.

S1K after arbitration decisions, deals

This year's average would
have been a record $4.62
milion had active rosters
not been expanded from
26 to 28 through May 1
following the shortened
spring training, adding
players who are at the
$700,000 minimum or close
fo it.

The new labor confract’s
$50 million bonus pool for
lower-salaried players who
are not yet eligible for ar-
bitration will boost the final
average salary; adding
that figure and dropping
the added 60 players, the
average would be $4.68
million.

New York Mets starting pitcher Max Scherzer throws against
the Chicago Cubs during the first inning in the second baseball
game of a doubleheader in Chicago, Saturday, July 16, 2022.

Associated Press
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Disruption now the norm until end of PGA Tour season

By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer

It's already been a good
week for Jason Day and
Rickie Fowler before they
even hit a shot af the Rock-
et Mortgage Classic in De-
froit.

Both were outside the top
125 in the FedEx Cup stand-
ings with only two tourna-
ments left in the PGA Tour's
regular season, leaving
them in jeopardy of miss-
ing out on the postseason.
They are exempt through
at least next season, so this
largely would be a mat-
ter of pride, particularly for
Day. A former world No. 1,
he has never been ineligi-
ble for the FedEx Cup play-
offs.

But then a memo arrived
overnight involving the
Saudi-backed LIV Golf se-

Rickie Fowler watches his tee shot on the 11th hole during the
second round of the 3M Open golf tournament at the Tourna-
ment Players Club in Blaine, Minn., Friday, July 22, 2022.

ries, one that didn't include
phrases like "force for good"
and "unique energy."

PGA Tour Commissioner Jay
Monahan informed players
their eligibility would not be
affected by those playing

Everyday triple points
ORCHID CASINO

Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin)
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE

for you and your party.

Associated Press

in LIV Golf events with their
48-man fields and $25 mil-
lion prize funds.

The PGA Tour now has a
separate "FedEx Cup Play-
offs and Eligibility Points" list
to reflect that.

Eight players from the top
125in the FedEx Cup stand-
ings played in the LIV Golf
series and were suspend-
ed. Two others from the
top 125, Jason Kokrak and
Charles Howell I, have
signed up and will play at
Trump National in Bedmin-
ster, New Jersey, this week.
Day was No. 127 on Sun-
day. On Tuesday, he was
up to No. 119. Fowler went
from No. 132 to No. 124.
They willmove up two more
spots when Kokrak and
Howell put a ball in play at
1:15 p.m. Friday (still fo be
determined is which hole in
the shotgun start) and are
suspended.

Monahan said the sepa-
rafe list ensures "any sus-
pended players will not
negatively impact bonus
money distributions."

Totally sanitized table and chips.

RESERVE your Private Table

Call 525 7777 ext.209
to make a reservation.

As if the FedEx Cup points
system wasn't already chal-
lenging, now there are two
lists. The "official" FedEx Cup
standings still includes the
suspended players, from
Talor Gooch (No. 20) to
Kokrak (No. 41) to Brooks
Koepka (No. 102). They
still get FedEx Cup bonus
money, which is paid out
through 150th place.
Gooch currently  would
stand to get $640,000, half
of it deferred. That might
seem like chump change
to him. Gooch got more for
finishing seventh, two shots
behind Jinchiro Kozuma,
in the LIV Golf Invitational-
Portland three weeks ago.
The new list, approved by
the policy board, pays a
bonus equal to the amount
a player would have
earned if the suspended
players' points didn't count.
Missing from both lists are
players who have resigned,
such as Dustin  Johnson,
Patrick Reed, Louis Oosthui-
zen and Hudson Swafford.
It's another reminder of
how the disruptions never
cease, and presumably
won't, given as much mon-
ey as Greg Norman has
at his disposal. Based on
various reports, LIV Golf has
dropped about $1 billion in
signing bonuses already.

It still doesn't have any play-
ers from among the top 15
in the world.

That can sfill change, of
course.

Bedminster figures to be the
biggest spectacle thus far,
held on the course owned
by former President Don-
ald Trump, who last week
said on his social media
platform, Truth Social, that
anyone remaining loyal "to
the very disloyal PGA" will
miss out on the money. He
predicted the two circuits
eventually would merge.
That seems unlikely as long
as Norman is running the
show. He keeps throw-
ing around terms like "free
agents" while ignoring that
most of the players have
signed a contract. Graeme
McDowell had to skip the
Irish Open because it was
the same week as a LIV
event.

Meanwhile, each month
brings fwice as many ru-
mors as actual defectors.]



