
By SARAH RANKIN 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 
History-making Republican 
Winsome Earle-Sears be-
gan her tenure presiding 
over the Virginia Senate 
on Monday as the state's 
first woman to serve as lieu-
tenant governor and the 
first Black woman to hold 
statewide office. 
"This indeed is an historic 
moment," said Sen. Mark 
Obenshain, who gave a 
speech welcoming the 
presiding officer who will be 
referred to as madam pres-
ident. A standing ovation 
followed from members of 
both parties and guests in 
the gallery. 
Earle-Sears, a former mem-
ber of the state House who 
last year returned from a 
nearly 20-year absence 
from elected office to 

win election, did not give 
lengthy prepared remarks. 
She acknowledged her 
husband, a daughter, a 
staffer and a family friend 
who were visiting in the 
gallery and tweeted  that 
it was "a privilege to serve 
the people of the Com-
monwealth."
Earle-Sears was part of a 
GOP sweep of Virginia's 
top offices in November. 
She was sworn in Saturday, 
along with Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin and Attorney 
Gen. Jason Miyares. The 
party will also enjoy a new 
majority in the House of 
Delegates, meaning Dem-
ocrats' sole remaining hold 
on power in Richmond will 
be in the Senate, where 
their majority is a razor-thin 
21-19. 
Earle-Sears will cast tie-

breaking votes as she over-
sees the procedural flow of 
the chamber. The lieuten-

ant governor is also second 
in line to the governorship, 
and the part-time position 

is often a steppingstone to 
higher office.
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Continued from Front
Earle-Sears takes over the 
role from previous Lt. Gov. 
Justin Fairfax, who did not 
seek reelection and in-
stead unsuccessfully ran 
for the Democratic nomi-
nation for governor.
A Marine veteran who im-
migrated to the United 
States from Jamaica as a 
child, Earle-Sears defeat-
ed Democrat Hala Ayala 
last year to become only 
the second woman in Vir-
ginia's long history to serve 
in a statewide office. Attor-
ney Gen. Mary Sue Terry, 

who was elected in 1985, 
was the first.
A staunch conservative 
who speaks frequently 
about her Christian faith, 
Earle-Sears has made his-
tory as a woman in politics 
before. 
She got her start in elected 
office in 2001 when she 
stunned both parties by 
defeating a 10-term Dem-
ocrat in an overwhelming-
ly blue district to become 
the first Black Republican 
woman elected to the 
House of Delegates.
She served just one term 

before deciding not to 
seek reelection. After mov-
ing, she unsuccessfully 
challenged U.S. Rep. Bob-
by Scott in a race The As-
sociated Press described 
at the time as "a cam-
paign of raw invective."
She went on to serve on 
the State Board of Educa-
tion and more recently as 
the national chair of an 
organization dedicated 
to reelecting former Presi-
dent Donald Trump. She's 
also led a men's prison 
ministry, served as direc-
tor of a women's homeless 

shelter and run a plumbing 
and electrical supply com-
pany. Earle-Sears used the 
last name Sears during her 
campaign. Chris Saxman, 
her transition director, said 
Earle-Sears is her prefer-
ence moving forward. 
Monday marked the fourth 
day of this year's 60-day 
legislative session. Most 
legislation is continuing to 
make its way through the 
subcommittee and com-
mittee process. Because 
of the split party control 
of the General Assembly, 
lawmakers will be forced 

to find compromise on is-
sues ranging from educa-
tion to public safety to the 
state's spending plan.
Youngkin, a political new-
comer and former private 
equity executive, was 
scheduled to give his first 
address to lawmakers later 
Monday afternoon. 
Monday also marked a 
traditional day of advoca-
cy at the Capitol. The Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. holiday 
has long offered a chance 
for Virginia residents, of-
ten with a day off work, to 
meet with lawmakers.q

On MLK Day, Biden says Americans must commit to King's work

By JEFF MARTIN and MI-
CHAEL WARREN undefined
ATLANTA (AP) — Americans 
must commit to the unfin-
ished work of Martin Luther 
King Jr., delivering jobs and 
justice and protecting "the 
sacred right to vote, a right 
from which all other rights 
flow," President Joe Biden 
said Monday. 
Martin Luther King Day is 
a moment when a mirror 
is held up to America, the 
president said in a video 
address. 
"It's time for every elected 
official in America to make 
it clear where they stand," 
Biden said. "It's time for 
every American to stand 
up. Speak out, be heard. 
Where do you stand?"
Major holiday events in-
cluded marches in several 

cities and the annual Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. service at 
the slain civil rights leader's 
Ebenezer Baptist Church 
in Atlanta, where U.S. Sen. 
Raphael Warnock is the 
senior pastor. Pews have 
been packed by politicians 
in past years, but given the 
pandemic, many offered 
pre-recorded speeches in-
stead. 
This holiday marks what 
would have been the 93rd 
birthday of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr., who was just 
39 when he was assassi-
nated in 1968 while helping 
sanitation workers strike for 
better pay and workplace 
safety in Memphis, Tennes-
see. 
King's eldest son criticized 
Biden and Congress as a 
whole on Monday for fail-

ing to pass voting rights leg-
islation, even as 19 Repub-
lican-led states have made 
it harder to vote in response 
to former President Donald 
Trump's false claims about 
election-rigging.
"You were successful with 
infrastructure, which is a 
great thing -- but we need 
you to use that same ener-
gy to ensure that all Ameri-
cans have the same unen-
cumbered right to vote," 
Martin Luther King III said.
Senate Republicans re-
main unified in opposition 
to the Democrats' voting 
bills. Biden described their 
stonewalling as part of "a 
true attack on our democ-
racy, from the Jan. 6 insur-
rection to the onslaught 
of Republican anti-vot-
ing laws in an number of 
states."
"It's no longer just about 
who gets to vote. It's about 
who gets to count the vote. 
And whether your vote 
counts at all. It's about two 
insidious things: voter sup-
pression and election sub-
version," Biden said.
Vice President Kamala 
Harris sent a to the Ebene-
zer service, saying that "in 
Georgia and across our 
nation, anti-voter laws are 
being passed that could 
make it more difficult for as 

many as 55 million Ameri-
cans to vote ... that is one 
out of six people in our 
country." 
"We know that this assault 
on our freedom to vote will 
be felt by every American, 
in every community, in ev-
ery political party," she said. 
Sen. Tim Scott of South 
Carolina, the Senate's only 
Black Republican, coun-
tered with a series of King 
Day-themed videos he 
said would emphasize posi-
tive developments on civil 
rights. Scott sidestepped 
criticism about GOP ac-
tions and accused Demo-
crats of labeling his party 
members as racists.
"To compare or conflate 
people who oppose his po-
sitions as being racists and 
traitors to the country is not 
only insulting and infuriat-
ing, it's dead wrong," Scott 
told The Associated Press.
Warnock, now running for 
reelection as Georgia's 
first Black senator, said in 
his speech to the sparse 
crowd at Ebenezer that 
"everybody loves Dr. King, 
they just don't always love 
what he represents."
"Let the word go forth, you 
can not remember Dr. King 
and dismember his legacy 
at the same time," War-
nock said. "If you will speak 

his name you have to stand 
up for voting rights, you 
have to stand up on behalf 
of the poor and the op-
pressed and the disenfran-
chised."
King, who delivered his 
historic "I Have a Dream" 
speech while leading the 
1963 March on Washing-
ton and was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964, 
considered racial equality 
inseparable from alleviat-
ing poverty and stopping 
war. His insistence on non-
violent protest continues 
to influence activists push-
ing for civil rights and social 
change. 
The U.S. economy "has nev-
er worked fairly for Black 
Americans — or, really, for 
any American of color," 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen said in a speech 
delivered Monday, one 
of many by national lead-
ers acknowledging unmet 
needs for racial equality on 
Martin Luther King Day. 
Yellen referred to King's fa-
mous speech in remarks she 
recorded for delivery at the 
Rev. Al Sharpton's National 
Action Network breakfast 
in Washington, noting the 
financial metaphor he 
used when describing the 
founding fathers' promises 
of equality.q
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Texas rabbi says he, 2 hostages escaped synagogue standoff
By JAKE BLEIBERG and ERIC 
TUCKER Associated Press
COLLEYVILLE, Texas (AP) — 
The rabbi of a Texas syna-
gogue said Monday that 
he threw a chair at the gun-
man and then escaped 
with two other hostages 
after a 10-hour standoff, 
crediting past security train-
ing for getting himself and 
his congregation out safely.
Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walk-
er told "CBS Mornings" that 
he let the gunman in Satur-
day because he appeared 
to need shelter. He said the 
man was not threatening 
or suspicious at first. Later, 
he heard a gun click as he 
was praying.
Another man held hostage, 
Jeffrey R. Cohen, described 
the ordeal on Facebook.
"First of all, we escaped. We 
weren't released or freed," 
Cohen said.
Cohen said the men 
worked to keep the gun-
man engaged. They talked 
to the gunman, he lec-
tured them. At one point as 
the situation devolved, Co-
hen said the gunman told 
them to get on their knees. 
Cohen recalled rearing up 
in his chair and slowly mov-
ing his head and mouth-
ing "no." As the gunman 
moved to sit back down, 
Cohen said Cytron-Walker 
yelled to run.
"The exit wasn't too far 
away," Cytron-Walker said. 
"I told them to go. I threw a 
chair at the gunman, and I 
headed for the door. And 
all three of us were able to 
get out without even a shot 
being fired."
Authorities identified the 
hostage-taker as 44-year-
old British national Malik 
Faisal Akram, who was 
killed Saturday night after 
the last hostages ran out of 
Congregation Beth Israel 
around 9 p.m.
The FBI on Sunday night is-
sued a statement calling 
the ordeal "a terrorism-re-
lated matter, in which the 
Jewish community was tar-
geted" and said the Joint 
Terrorism Task Force is in-
vestigating. The agency 
noted that Akram spoke 
repeatedly during negotia-
tions about a prisoner who 
is serving an 86-year sen-
tence in the U.S.
Akram could be heard 

ranting on a Facebook 
livestream of the services 
and demanding the re-
lease of Aafia Siddiqui, a 
Pakistani neuroscientist  sus-
pected of having ties to al-
Qaida who was convicted 
of trying to kill U.S. Army of-
ficers in Afghanistan.
The investigation stretched 
to England, where late Sun-
day police in Manchester 
announced that two teen-
agers were in custody in 
connection with the stand-
off. Greater Manchester 
Police tweeted that coun-
ter-terrorism officers had 
made the arrests but did 
not say whether the pair 
faced any charges.
Video of the standoff's end  
from Dallas TV station WFAA 
showed people running out 
a door of the synagogue, 
and then a man holding 
a gun opening the same 
door just seconds later be-
fore he turned around and 
closed it. Moments later, 
several shots and then an 
explosion could be heard.
Authorities have declined 
to say who shot Akram, say-
ing it was still under investi-
gation.
President Joe Biden called 
the episode an act of ter-
ror. Speaking to reporters 
in Philadelphia on Sunday, 
Biden said Akram allegedly 
purchased a weapon on 
the streets.
Federal investigators be-
lieve Akram purchased 
the handgun used in the 
hostage taking in a private 

sale, according to a person 
familiar with the matter who 
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the inves-
tigation is ongoing. Akram 
arrived in the U.S. at John F. 
Kennedy International Air-
port in New York about two 
weeks ago, a law enforce-
ment official said.
Akram arrived in the U.S. re-
cently on a tourist visa from 
Great Britain, according to 
a U.S. official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity be-
cause the information was 
not intended to be public. 
London's Metropolitan Po-
lice said in a statement that 
its counter-terrorism police 
were liaising with U.S. au-
thorities about the incident.
U.K. Home Secretary Priti 
Patel told the House of 
Commons on Monday that 
she had spoken to her U.S. 
counterpart, Alejandro 
Mayorkas, and offered "the 
full support" of the police 
and security services in Brit-
ain in the investigation.
It wasn't clear why Akram 
chose the synagogue, 
though the prison where 
Siddiqui is serving her sen-
tence is in nearby Fort 
Worth.

Michael Finfer, the presi-
dent of the congregation, 
said in a statement "there 
was a one in a million 
chance that the gunman 
picked our congregation." 
Akram used his phone dur-
ing the course of negotia-
tions to communicate with 
people other than law en-
forcement, according to 
a law enforcement official 
who was not authorized to 
discuss an ongoing investi-
gation by name and spoke 
on condition of anonymity.
Multiple people heard the 
hostage-taker refer to Sid-
diqui as his "sister" on the 
livestream. But John Floyd, 
board chair for the Hous-
ton chapter of the Council 
on American-Islamic Rela-
tions — the nation's largest 
Muslim advocacy group — 
said Siddiqui's brother, Mo-
hammad Siddiqui, was not 
involved.
Texas resident Victo-
ria Francis, who said she 
watched about an hour 
of the livestream, said she 
heard the man rant against 
America and claim he had 
a bomb. Biden said there 
were apparently no explo-
sives, despite the threats.

"He was just all over the 
map. He was pretty irritat-
ed and the more irritated 
he got, he'd make more 
threats, like 'I'm the guy 
with the bomb. If you make 
a mistake, this is all on you.' 
And he'd laugh at that," 
Francis said. "He was clearly 
in extreme distress."
Colleyville, a community 
of about 26,000 people, is 
about 15 miles (23 kilome-
ters) northeast of Fort Worth. 
Reached outside his home 
Sunday, Cytron-Walker de-
clined to speak at length 
about the episode. "It's a 
little overwhelming as you 
can imagine. 
It was not fun yesterday," 
he told the AP.
Andrew Marc Paley, a Dal-
las rabbi who was called to 
the scene to help families 
and hostages upon their 
release, said Cytron-Walk-
er acted as a calm and 
comforting presence. The 
first hostage was released 
shortly after 5 p.m. That 
was around the time food 
was delivered to those in-
side the synagogue, but 
Paley said he did not know 
if it was part of the negotia-
tions.
Cytron-Walker said his con-
gregation had received 
training from local authori-
ties and the Secure Com-
munity Network, which was 
founded in 2004 by a coali-
tion of Jewish organizations 
and describes itself as "the 
official safety and security 
organization" of the Jewish 
community in North Amer-
ica. Michael Masters, the 
CEO of the organization, 
said the congregation had 
provided security training in 
August and had not been 
previously aware of Akram.
The standoff led authorities 
to tighten security in other 
places, including New York 
City, where police said that 
they increased their pres-
ence "at key Jewish institu-
tions" out of an abundance 
of caution.q
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How's he doing? Americans weigh in on Biden's performance
By The Associated Press un-
defined
President Joe Biden took 
office at a particularly po-
larized time in American 
history, so it's not surprising 
that citizens are divided 
on his performance at the 
one-year mark.
A Georgia history teacher 
who voted for Biden would 
give him a "C" grade, fault-
ing the president for not 
pushing earlier to end the 
filibuster in the Senate but 
supportive of his Build Back 
Better plan.
A retired nurse in Iowa who 
supported Pete Buttigieg 
in the Democratic primary 
says she's been impressed 
by the way Biden has up-
held the dignity of the of-
fice.
A registered independent 
in Arizona who voted for 
former President Donald 
Trump says Biden's first year 
has been "pretty bad," cit-
ing the shutdown of the 
Keystone XL oil pipeline 
and the chaotic Afghani-
stan withdrawal.
Here's what else Americans 
have to say about the job 
Biden has done so far:
THE TRUMP-TO-BIDEN VOTER
Craig Prichard believes 
Donald Trump should be 
in jail. But he's far from your 
typical anti-Trumper: He 
voted for him in 2016.
But not in 2020. "No, sir," says 
the 65-year-old self-de-
scribed independent from 
Des Moines, Iowa.
Prichard is still angry at 
Trump over the Jan. 6 
Capitol insurrection, say-
ing he believes the former 
president caused it. But it 
was Trump's handling of 
the coronavirus pandemic 
that led Prichard to vote for 
Biden in 2020.
"Trump wanted to make it 
look like COVID was going 
away," Prichard says. "That 
wasn't the way to take 
care of it."
Prichard, who for 40 years 
built farm machinery, 
worked construction and 
eventually retired after a 
stint at a meatpacking 
plant last year, says Biden 
is "handling COVID as well 
as he can" while juggling a 
number of other issues.
"Biden, you can tell he's try-
ing to handle the pandem-
ic, food prices, gas prices, 

Russia, all at the same time, 
and he doesn't seem to 
care how he looks," Prich-
ard says. "Because it's not 
real good right now for him, 
even though there's less 
people dying than if Trump 
were there." 
"Trump, turns out, only 
cared about how he 
looked," Prichard says.
___
THE TEACHER WHO GIVES 
BIDEN A 'C' GRADE
Kai Uchimura, a high school 
history teacher who lives in 
Decatur, Georgia, voted 
for Biden in 2020. He'd give 
him a "C" grade so far. 
Uchimura, 26, describes 
himself as leaning left on 
most issues, though he is 
not a registered Democrat. 
He says he supports Biden's 
social policy bill that re-
mains stalled in Congress, 
but thinks Democrats have 
done a poor job of explain-
ing its benefits.
"That Build Back Better plan, 
it seemed like no one knew 
what was in the bill except 
for the cost," he says.
He also faults Biden for 
not pushing earlier to end 
the filibuster in the Senate 
that requires 60 votes to 
advance most legislation. 
Last week, for the first time, 
Biden directly advocated 
eliminating the filibuster in 
order to debate and vote 
on election and voting 
rights legislation.
"I know that when he was 
coming into office, he had 
this message of trying to 
unite the country and ex-
tend a hand across the 

aisle," Uchimura says. "But I 
wish he would have recog-
nized earlier that this era of 
bipartisanship seems to be 
pretty much on thin ice."
___
THE BIDEN VOTER WHO DE-
CRIES POLARIZATION
Lynn Manning-John, a 
school principal on a Na-
tive American reservation 
on the Nevada-Idaho bor-
der, is pleased with Biden's 
first year in office but worries 
his presidency has further 
polarized her community. 
At a Walmart in Elko Coun-
ty, Nevada, a ranching re-
gion that heavily supported 
the former president, she's 
overheard customers com-
plain about how Biden's 
agenda has permeated 
"Trump country."
"There is just a reluctance 
to support the current presi-
dent," the 45-year-old inde-
pendent voter says. "There's 
pushback towards any-
thing that he puts forward, 
even if it's good and com-
mon sense." She was espe-
cially happy with Biden's 
nomination of Deb Haa-
land, a fellow Native Ameri-
can, as interior secretary.
The superintendent and five 
out of seven school board 
members in Elko County re-
signed last year during pro-
tests from parents' groups 
opposed to lesson plans 
about equity and diversity 
in the parts of the county 
outside the Duck Valley In-
dian Reservation.
Manning-John sees the res-
ignations and the parents' 
demands as an outgrowth 

of the backlash to Biden's 
2020 victory.
Biden's election win is still 
unreal to many Americans, 
she says.
"And the absolute revolt 
that has come about since 
absolutely goes directly 
to the school boards," she 
says.
___
THE BIDEN VOTER WARY OF 
LIBERALS
Patrick Sweeney voted for 
Biden but has been dis-
appointed the president 
hasn't pushed back more 
against the left wing of the 
Democratic Party.
"I wish he would claim 
and stake out the middle 
ground, and be more that, 
'This is what the Democrat-
ic Party represents,'" says 
Sweeney, a 62-year-old re-
tired educator in a Phoenix 
suburb who is not affiliated 
with a political party.
"So much of the conversa-
tion seems to get focused 
on the extreme left wing 
of the Democratic Party 
and progressive positions," 
Sweeney says. "I think he 
needs to be more front and 
center in countering that."
Sweeney is pleased with 
the infrastructure bill Biden 
signed into law but wishes 
he'd stopped there instead 
of pushing a massive in-
crease in social service 
spending. 
"I was enthusiastic about 
the original infrastructure 
plan," Sweeney says. "I think 
it's long overdue, and I was 
really glad to see it, and 
I think that could've and 

should've been a great 
accomplishment. Get the 
bulldozers and shovels roll-
ing and get to work. She 
adds: "The Build Back Bet-
ter plan, I think there's too 
much in there that I don't 
see the need for it, or I don't 
know that the federal gov-
ernment is the solution for 
it."
___
THE TRUMP VOTER WHO'S 
NOT IMPRESSED
Eric Ollarsaba says Biden's 
presidency has been "pret-
ty bad." But the 33-year-old 
Trump voter isn't surprised.
"He's pretty much doing 
exactly what I expected 
him to do," says Ollarsaba, 
a registered independent 
who lives in Phoenix and 
works at an online car re-
tailer. "He's a career politi-
cian."
He is disappointed Biden 
shut the Keystone XL oil 
pipeline, and he was ap-
palled by the chaotic U.S. 
military exit from Afghani-
stan.
"We're probably going to 
be reliant on other coun-
tries for energy, which I 
could potentially see lead-
ing to another conflict, or 
us involving ourselves in an-
other war," Ollarsaba says. 
"I think we still needed a 
U.S. presence in Afghani-
stan. Not major military op-
erations, but we still need a 
presence and I think that 
would make that region — 
at least for the United States 
— a little less dangerous."
The U.S. should not have 
had to rely on the Taliban's 
cooperation to evacuate 
Americans from Afghani-
stan, he says. He worries 
ceding influence there will 
allow terrorist groups to 
gain a foothold.
___
THE DEMOCRAT WHO PRE-
FERRED MAYOR PETE
Biden wasn't Kathleen 
Paul's first pick. The 74-year-
old retired nurse liked Pete 
Buttigieg in the Democratic 
primary.
"I thought Biden was sort 
of 'Jokin' Joe,'" Paul says. 
"He said things that were so 
off-the-cuff when (Barack) 
Obama was president. I 
thought, 'Can we really 
take this guy seriously?'"
Turns out, a bit to her sur-
prise, she can.q
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China's Xi rejects 'Cold War mentality,' pushes cooperation
By JAMEY KEATEN 
GENEVA (AP) — Chinese 
President Xi Jinping called 
Monday for greater world 
cooperation against CO-
VID-19 and said China 
would send an additional 1 
billion doses of vaccine to 
other countries, while urg-
ing other powers to discard 
a "Cold-War mentality" at 
a time of rising geopolitical 
tensions — a veiled swipe 
at the United States.
The Chinese leader touted 
his country's efforts to share 
vaccines, fight climate 
change and promote de-
velopment at home and 
abroad as he delivered the 
opening speech of a virtual 
gathering hosted by the 
World Economic Forum. 
The online event is being 
held in place of its annual 
January meeting in Davos, 
Switzerland, because of 
health concerns linked to 
the coronavirus pandemic.
The global outbreak that 
has claimed over 5.5 mil-
lion lives and upended 
the world economy was 
another theme. In a panel 
session on the virus, Mod-
erna's CEO said the vac-
cine maker was working 
on a single-shot booster 
for both COVID-19 and the 
flu, while U.S. infectious dis-
eases expert Dr. Anthony 
Fauci lamented as "very 
disturbing" the reluctance 
of many Americans to fol-
low basic measures like 
mask-wearing and getting 
vaccinated. 

"This is such a formidable vi-
rus," Fauci said, noting the 
difficulty in achieving herd 
immunity against COVID-19 
because of the tendency 
of immunity to fade, even 
after vaccination. "You 
make the virus have an ad-
vantage when you don't 
implement in a unified way 
all the very well-recognized 
public health measures, 
particularly the vaccines." 
Xi, who hasn't left China 
since the coronavirus 
emerged in early 2020, said 
in his speech that China 
has exported over 2 billion 
doses of its COVID-19 vac-
cines to over 120 countries 
and international institu-
tions. He announced plans 
to provide an additional 1 

billion — including a dona-
tion of 600 million doses to 
Africa and an extra 150 mil-
lion to Southeast Asia.
By comparison, managers 
of the U.N.-backed CO-
VAX program to ship vac-
cines to developing coun-
tries announced over the 
weekend that it has now 
delivered 1 billion vaccine 
doses.
Xi touched on standard 
themes from previous talks 
to international audienc-
es, including responding 
to trading partners' com-
plaints by promising to 
open China's state-domi-
nated economy wider to 
private and foreign com-
petition. 
His comments come as 

tensions between the Unit-
ed States and China have 
simmered on topics like Tai-
wan, intellectual property, 
trade, human rights and 
the South China Sea. 
"We need to discard Cold 
War mentality and seek 
peaceful coexistence and 
win-win outcomes. Our 
world today is far from be-
ing tranquil," said Xi, through 
a translator. "Protectionism 
and unilateralism can pro-
tect no one. They ultimate-
ly hurt the interests of others 
as well as one's own. Even 
worse are the practices of 
hegemony and bullying, 
which run counter to the 
tide of history.
"A zero-sum approach that 
enlarges one's own gain at 

the expense of others will 
not help," he added. "The 
right way forward for hu-
manity is peaceful devel-
opment and win-win coop-
eration."
Xi said China "stands ready 
to work with" other govern-
ments on climate but an-
nounced no new initiatives 
and offered no resources. 
He said it was up to devel-
oped countries to provide 
money and technology.
After Xi spoke, Moderna 
CEO Stephane Bancel said 
during a session on the 
future of COVID-19 that 
he hoped the U.S.-based 
company would have a 
combined vaccine booster 
ready to test in advanced 
research in the second 
quarter, saying a best-case 
scenario would be if the 
single shot covering both 
flu and COVID-19 would be 
ready for use next year.
"I don't think it would hap-
pen in every country, but 
we believe it's possible to 
happen in some countries 
next year," Bancel said. 
Moderna has been heav-
ily criticized for prioritizing 
distribution of its COVID-19 
vaccines to rich countries; 
only a fraction of its supply 
has gone to poor countries 
via COVAX. He said the 
company was aiming to 
make about 2 to 3 billion 
doses this year and hopes 
to have data from a new 
vaccine tweaked to ad-
dress the omicron variant in 
March.q

BERLIN (AP) — The World 
Health Organization said 
Sunday that a U.N.-backed 
program shipping coro-
navirus vaccines to many 
poor countries has now de-
livered 1 billion doses, but 
that milestone "is only a re-
minder of the work that re-
mains" after hoarding and 
stockpiling in rich countries.
A shipment of 1.1 million 
COVID-19 vaccine doses 
to Rwanda on Saturday 
included the billionth dose 
supplied via the COVAX 
program, the U.N. health 
agency said.
WHO has long criticized 
unequal distribution of vac-
cines and called for manu-
facturers and other coun-

tries to prioritize COVAX. It 
said that, as of Thursday, 36 
of its 194 member countries 
had vaccinated less than 
10% of their population and 
88 had vaccinated less 
than 40%. 
The program has made de-
liveries to 144 countries so 
far, "but the work that has 
gone into this milestone is 
only a reminder of the work 
that remains," WHO said in 
a statement.
"COVAX's ambition was 
compromised by hoard-
ing/stockpiling in rich coun-
tries, catastrophic out-
breaks leading to borders 
and supply being locked," it 
added. "And a lack of shar-
ing of licenses, technology 

and know-how by pharma-
ceutical companies meant 
manufacturing capacity 
went unused."
At the end of December, 
WHO Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus urged everyone 
to make a "new year's reso-
lution" to get behind a cam-
paign to vaccinate 70% of 
countries' populations by 
the beginning of July. In a 
newspaper interview pub-
lished Sunday, Germany's 
new international devel-
opment minister said she 
wants to use her country's 
presidency this year of the 
Group of Seven industrial 
nations to ensure that CO-
VAX gets the resources it 

needs in 2022.
"Unfortunately, there are 
still too few countries par-
ticipating in the financing 
of the global vaccination 
campaign," Svenja Schulze 

was quoted as telling the 
Funke newspaper group. 
"Alongside Sweden, Nor-
way, Canada and the U.S., 
we are the ones who are 
giving most. q

COVID program delivers 1 billion doses to poorer countries
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Omicron slamming S. American hospitals as workers fall ill

By DÉBORA ÁLVARES and 
ALMUDENA CALATRAVA 
Associated Press
BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — The 
coronavirus' omicron vari-
ant starting to barrel across 
South America is pressuring 
hospitals whose employees 
are taking sick leave, leav-
ing facilities understaffed to 
cope with COVID-19's third 
wave. 
A major hospital in Bolivia's 
largest city stopped admit-
ting new patients due to 
lack of personnel, and one 
of Brazil's most populous 
states canceled sched-
uled surgeries for a month. 
Argentina's federation of 
private healthcare provid-
ers told the AP it estimates 
about 15% of its health 
workers currently have the 
virus.
The third wave "is affect-
ing the health team a lot, 
from the cleaning staff to 
the technicians, with a high 
percentage of sick people, 
despite having a complete 
vaccination schedule," 
said Jorge Coronel, presi-
dent of Argentina's medi-
cal confederation. "While 
symptoms are mostly mild 
to moderate, that group 
needs to be isolated."
It wasn't supposed to be 
this way: South America's 
vaccine uptake was ea-
ger once shots were avail-

able. About two-thirds of 
its roughly 435 million resi-
dents are fully immunized, 
the highest percentage for 
any global region, accord-
ing to Our World in Data. 
And health workers in Brazil, 
Bolivia and Argentina have 
already been receiving 
booster shots.
But the omicron variant is 
defying vaccines, sending 
case numbers surging. Ar-
gentina saw an average 
112,000 daily confirmed 
cases in the week through 
Jan. 16, up from 3,700 a 
month earlier. Brazil's health 
ministry is still recovering 
from a hack that left coro-
navirus data incomplete; 
even so, it shows a jump 
to an average 69,000 daily 
cases in the same seven-
day period, up 1,900% from 
the month before. 
Omicron spreads even eas-
ier than other strains, and is 
already dominant in many 
countries — among them, 
Brazil and some parts of Ar-
gentina. It also more easily 
infects those who have al-
ready been vaccinated or 
infected by earlier versions 
of the virus. Early studies 
show omicron is less likely to 
cause serious diseases than 
the delta variant, and vac-
cination and booster shots 
still offer strong protection 
against serious illness, hos-

pitalization and death. 
Lesser severity leaves South 
America's residents loath to 
give up their long-awaited 
summer that, so they were 
told, would mark a return 
to normality after full vacci-
nation. The enduring pan-
demic often seems an af-
terthought to people who 
are out and about, and 
don't glimpse how omicron 
has started affecting medi-
cal staff. Beaches were 
packed this weekend in Ar-
gentina and Brazil. 
Matías Fernández Norte, 
a surgeon at the Hospital 
de Clínicas in Buenos Aires, 
told the AP that the high 
number of professionals on 
leave has generated "phys-
ical and spiritual fatigue, 
in addition to the stress of 
dealing with a patient on 
the edge."
"You feel like you are liv-
ing a parallel reality. In the 
street you meet a world 
that doesn't seem to feel 
the pandemic," he said. 
"Sometimes it feels like 
people have forgotten. Un-
fortunately, that's what we 
feel."
Brazil's council of state 
health secretariats esti-
mates that between 10% 
and 20% of all profession-
als in the health network — 
including doctors, nurses, 
nurse technicians, ambu-
lance drivers and others 
in direct contact with pa-
tients — have taken sick 
leave since the last week 
of 2021.
"We are having trouble 
making the schedules," 
said the council's director, 
Carlos Lula. 
The press office of Rio de 
Janeiro state's health sec-
retariat told the AP that 
about 5,500 professionals 
have left their jobs since 

December. All elective 
surgeries scheduled in the 
state health network have 
been suspended for four 
weeks. As for urgent care, 
relocations and overtime 
are being used as stopgap 
measures. 
"Forty percent of our staff is 
on sick leave," Marcia Fer-
nandes Lucas, health sec-
retary for the municipality 
of Sao Joao de Meriti, in 
Rio's metropolitan region, 
told the AP in her office. 
"We are able to work with 
these 60% by redeploy-
ing them (between health 
centers)."
Public hospitals in Bo-
livia are operating at 50-
70% capacity due to the 
high number of infections 
among health care work-
ers, according to the Bo-
livian doctors' union. In 
Santa Cruz, the country's 
most populous city, the 
Children's Hospital is over-
whelmed — but less by its 
number of patients than 
the amount of staff fall-
ing ill, according to Freddy 
Rojas, its vice director. Last 
week, the facility stopped 
admitting new patients.
"There has been a collapse, 
because we don't have re-
placements," said José Luís 
Guaman, interim president 
of the doctors' union in San-
ta Cruz.
Such is the risk of medi-
cal services grinding to 
a halt in Argentina's Bue-
nos Aires province — the 
country's most populous — 
that health workers have 
been allowed to return to 
work even if coming into 
contact with someone in-
fected, provided they are 
asymptomatic and vacci-
nated. Other provinces in 
Argentina are expected to 
adopt the same rules in the 

coming days, in line with 
the health ministry's recent-
ly-issued guidelines. 
Similar measures are being 
enacted by authorities in 
France and the U.S., where 
omicron has been putting 
hospital systems to the test 
for weeks.
Chile has seen a constant 
increase in its number of 
cases, prompting the reac-
tivation of public- and pri-
vate-sector hospital beds, 
but so far the country hasn't 
experienced hospital over-
load. Peru has also seen 
case its numbers rise, but its 
facilities aren't yet suffering. 
The Pan American Health 
Organization said Wednes-
day it expects omicron to 
become the predominant 
coronavirus variant in the 
Americas in the coming 
week.  Ten countries in the 
region — especially in the 
Caribbean — didn't reach 
the goal set by the World 
Health Organization to 
have 40% of citizens fully 
vaccinated by end-2021.
While a smaller fraction of 
people develop serious ill-
ness from the the highly-
transmissible variant, the 
crush of contagion and 
resulting strain on hospitals 
means omicron shouldn't 
be underestimated, said 
Lula, of the Brazilian health 
secretariat council.
"People have to under-
stand that the argument 
that omicron is 'mild' is 
false," Lula said. ___
Calatrava reported from 
Buenos Aires. Reporters 
Carlos Valdez and Paola 
Flores contributed to this 
report from La Paz, Bolivia, 
Mario Lobão from Rio de 
Janeiro, Patricia Luna and 
Eva Vergara from Santiago, 
Chile, and Franklin Briceño 
from Lima, Peru.q

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Auction 
house Sotheby's Dubai has unveiled a diamond 
that's literally from out of this world.
Sotheby's calls the 555.55-carat black diamond 
— believed to have come from outer space — 
"The Engima." The rare gem was shown off on 
Monday to journalists as part of a tour in Dubai 
and Los Angeles before it is due to be auc-
tioned off in February in London.
Sotheby's expects the diamond to be sold for 
at least 5 million British pounds ($6.8 million). The 
auction house plans to accept cryptocurrency 

as a possible payment as well.
Sophie Stevens, a jewelry specialist at Sotheby's 
Dubai, told The Associated Press that the num-
ber five bears an importance significance to 
the diamond, which has 55 facets as well.
"The shape of the diamond is based on the Mid-
dle-Eastern palm symbol of the Khamsa, which 
stands for strength and it stands for protection," 
she said. Khamsa in Arabic means five.
"So there's a nice theme of the number five run-
ning throughout the diamond," she added.
Stevens also said the black diamond is likely 

from outer space.
"With the carbonado diamonds, we believe 
that they were formed through extraterrestrial 
origins, with meteorites colliding with the Earth 
and either forming chemical vapor disposition 
or indeed coming from the meteorites them-
selves," she said.
Black diamonds, also known as carbonado, are 
extremely rare, and are found naturally only in 
Brazil and Central Africa. The cosmic origin the-
ory is based on their carbon isotopes and high 
hydrogen content.q

Out of this world: 555.55-carat black diamond lands in Dubai
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Typhoons, wildfires, missiles: Teen flies solo round world
BRUSSELS (AP) — Avoid ty-
phoon in the Philippines. 
Check.
Steer clear of massive Cali-
fornia wildfires. Check.
Keep away from test mis-
siles in North Korea. What? 
Wait.
As teenage pilot Zara Ruth-
erford flew ever onward 
in a record-challenging 
global odyssey, she met 
little as strange or scary as 
when she tried to squeeze 
in between North Korean 
airspace and a massive 
cloud threatening to cut off 
passage for her ultralight 
plane.
"Well, they test missiles once 
in a while without warning," 
Rutherford said. More im-
portantly, she was just 15 
minutes from flying over 
one of the last places one 
should enter uninvited.
So she radioed her control 
team to ask if she could cut 
the corner over the isola-
tionist communist dictator-
ship to get to Seoul. "Straight 
away they said: 'Whatever 
you do, do not go into 
North Korean airspace!'" 
Fortunately the clouds co-
operated enough and she 
didn't have to continue 
the crash course in applied 
geopolitics. 
At the age of 19, she is set to 
land her single-seater Shark 
sport aircraft in Kortrijk, Bel-
gium, on Monday, more 
than 150 days after setting 
out to become the young-
est woman to circumnavi-
gate the world solo. Ameri-
can aviator Shaesta Waiz 
was 30 when she set the 
previous benchmark.
Flying runs in her blood 
since both her parents are 
pilots and she has been 
traveling in small planes 

since she was 6. At 14, she 
started flying herself and 
about 130 hours of solo 
flights prepped her for the 
record attempt, which she 
hopes will also have a big-
ger meaning. 
With the final touchdown in 
a plane that looks like a fly 
among the giants parked 
at an airport like New York's 
JFK, the Belgian-British teen-
ager wants to infuse young 
women and girls worldwide 
with the spirit of aviation — 
and an enthusiasm for stud-
ies in the exact sciences, 
mathematics, engineering 
and technology. 
Two mathematical statistic 
stands our for her — only 5% 
of commercial pilots and 
15% of computer scientists 
are women. 
"The gender gap is huge," 
she said.
Yet once the canopy 
closed over her cockpit 
and another six- to eight-
hour flight began, lofty 
thoughts of global out-
reach receded as she con-
centrated on one lonely 
individual — herself.
Using Visual Flight Rules, ba-
sically going on sight only, 
danger lurked even closer 
than when she would be 
able to use fancy naviga-
tional instruments to lead 
her through the night, 
clouds or fog. 
Crossing northern Califor-
nia from Palo Alto towards 
Seattle, she headed into 
the huge wildfires blighting 
the area. The higher she 
climbed to avoid the smoke 
— up to 10,000 feet — the 
tougher it was to keep her 
eyes on the ground. 
"The smoke was building up 
and up, to the point that 
the whole cabin stank of 

smoke and I could not see 
anything but a burnished 
orange color," Rutherford 
said. She had to abort her 
route and make an un-
scheduled landing in Red-
ding, California. 
Over Siberia, the light 
played tricks on her vision, 
sometimes casting doubt 
whether she saw moun-
tains or clouds. "And for 
me clouds are a really big 
deal. Especially in Russia," 
with its biting cold. Cutting 
through such clouds, too 
much ice might build up 
on her wings, paralyzing 
control. "At that point your 
plane is no longer a plane," 
she said. 
That, or any other mishap, 
could have happened 
on a section of the route 
where she once saw only 
one village in six hours. 
"I realized if something goes 
wrong, I'm hours and hours 
and hours away from res-
cue and it was -35 C (-31 
F) on the ground. And so 
I thought, actually, I don't 
know how long I can sur-
vive -35," Rutherford said. 
She didn't have to find out.
The project would have 
been tough enough in 
normal times, but the pan-
demic added another 
complication — which indi-
rectly led to the North Ko-
rean adventure.
Alternative plans to go 
over China to Seoul were 
ditched when the Chinese 
refused permission citing 
COVID-19, which, Ruther-
ford said, "was slightly frus-
trating because I'm in the 
plane at 6,000 feet (around 
1,800 meters). I'd be very 
impressed if I could pass on 
COVID like this."
Overall, bad weather, a flat 

tire and visa issues added 
another two months to the 
planned three-month proj-
ect. The Associated Press 
spoke to Rutherford by tele-

phone in Crete, Greece, 
and even there, the weath-
er over the Balkans was so 
awful it delayed her for 
days. q



Tuesday 18 January 2022
A8

Tropic lockdown: My family vacation in quarantine
By Shawna Cohen
Days before Omicron 
makes national headlines, 
I book my family of four 
a last-minute getaway to 
Aruba. Life is returning to 
normal; we can finally dine 
indoors and the hair salon is 
no longer considered a Pe-
tri dish of bacteria. The kids 
are back in school. Face-
to-face meetings aren’t 
taboo. People are wearing 
pants!

There’s the guilt factor, too. 
Our kids, ages 16 and 12, 
have missed so many mile-
stones, so much normalcy, 
that we’re compensating 
for lost time. The last time 
my youngest had a full year 
of school, he was in Grade 
4. He’s now in junior high. 
My oldest feels robbed of 
his high school years, and 
rightfully so.
“It’s too much of a risk,” my 
husband tells me in mid-
December, just days be-
fore departure. He’s refer-

ring to COVID, of course. 
What if one of us gets sick 
there? Is this the responsible 
time to be travelling? Truth 
be told, I’d grappled with 
the same decision. We’ve 

been strong believers in 
masks and vaccines since 
day one. Our entire family 
has followed the rules. Af-
ter much deliberation, we 
decide to go for it. We’ve 

already paid for flights and 
a time-share — more im-
portant, we need it for our 
mental health. I try on old 
swimsuits and purchase 
the perfect beach read 
(“Mary Jane” by Jessica 
Anya Blau).
We arrive and have five 
blissful days on the beach. 
Morning walks before 
breakfast. Afternoons play-
ing football in the warm 
Caribbean Sea and stroll-
ing along the shoreline to 
meet friends. Dinners are 
always al fresco. My boys 
are off their screens for 
hours at a time — no nego-
tiation required.

Then, on day six, my young-
er son, Isaac, tests positive 
for COVID. 
I’m worried about his health, 
first and foremost, but also 
how we’ll get home and 
if we’ll catch it from him. 
I’m also concerned about 
where we’ll be required 
to quarantine. I’m imagin-
ing Toronto’s government-
approved quarantine ho-
tels of months past, where 
air travellers were required 
to isolate, to the tune of 
$3,000, while awaiting neg-
ative COVID test results. 
Reports were dire: waiting 
up to a full day for ined-
ible food, no access to lug-
gage, lack of diapers for 
children. Some claimed it’s 
where you’d go to get CO-
VID (outbreaks were com-
mon). A New York Times 
reporter likened it to doing 
time at a “Canadian Alca-
traz.”
Google can’t calm my 
nerves. There’s little in-
formation about where 
COVID-positive visitors go. 
“Guests will be transport-
ed to a designated isola-
tion location,” reads the 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
website. Discussion groups 
on TripAdvisor are equally 
vague.
The next 24-plus hours are 
spent in isolation. We order 
in meals and hang out on 
the balcony. Things could 
be worse: I’ve got snacks 
and the third season of 

“Succession” on my iPad. 
Most important, Isaac con-
tinues to be asymptomatic 
— a huge relief. The follow-
ing morning, my husband 
and older son fly home. We 
are all due to check out of 
our time-share that day, 
but the front desk staff are 
reassuring: “Stay as long as 
you need,” they tell me. 
“We’ll give you a ‘distress 
rate,’ which is the lowest 
rate possible. Can I drop 
anything off? Are you hun-
gry?”
Finally, 36 hours after the 
positive test result, I get a 
call from Aruba’s depart-
ment of public health. 
The lovely woman on the 
phone asks if we’re OK, tells 
me how sorry she is that 
our vacation has been cut 
short. I feel like I’m speak-
ing to a family member. 
She informs me that a “pri-
vate concierge” will be in 
touch to arrange reloca-
tion, as well as a doctor, 
but I should reach out if 
there’s anything I need be-
fore then. Because Isaac is 
asymptomatic, our quar-
antine will last for seven 
days rather than 10.
Moments later, a message 
from “Private Concierge 
Nicole” pops up on my 
WhatsApp. She informs me 
she has a two-bedroom 
apartment available and 
what time would we like 
to be picked up? Is 2 p.m. 
convenient? The accom-
modation and transfer are 
included in Aruba Visitors 
Insurance, she tells us, then 
sends links to restaurants 
that deliver in the area. She 
even shares the name of a 
grocery delivery guy. I am 
slowly falling in love with Ni-
cole.
The phone rings. It’s Dr. 
Bakker, from MedCare, 
who asks how Isaac’s feel-
ing and just as important, 
“How are you? No, really, 
how are YOU?” I want to lie 
on the couch and tell her 
about my childhood. She 
gives me her number and 
says to call or text any time.

Continued on Page 9
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Later that afternoon, a van comes 
to pick us up. A large security guard 
knocks on the door, hands us N95 
masks and plastic gloves, and 
takes our suitcases. We follow him 
and a bellhop down the hallway, 
as a hotel employee fumigates be-
hind us. It’s a full-on COVID walk of 
shame.
Our driver, Alan, is friendly and 
warm. “It’s going to be OK, bud-
dy,” he tells Isaac more than once. 
I thank him for putting his own 
health at risk to drive us to this se-
cret location. “We’re all in this to-
gether,” he says wistfully.
Another WhatsApp comes in. This 
time it’s from the property manag-
er of our new digs. She’s sorry we 
have to meet under these condi-
tions — her daughter just tested 
positive, so she understands the 
stress — but is here to make our 
stay as enjoyable as possible. She, 
too, sends me a thorough list of 
nearby restaurants and the name 
of another grocery delivery guy. At 
this point, I feel like I’m either being 
pranked or perhaps have unknow-
ingly paid for VIP service some-
where along my blindly-filling-out-
forms journey.

We finally arrive at our “designated 
isolation location.” 
It’s not an apartment but rather a 
spacious and modern two-storey 
townhouse in a gated community. 
There’s a full kitchen, washing ma-
chine and dryer, Wi-Fi, Netflix. My 
king bed has a firm mattress, crisp 
white sheets and nearly a dozen 
pillows. Have I mentioned the back 
patio with barbecue? I lose Isaac 
for a few minutes but eventually 
find him in the kitchen, hunched 
over a welcome basket of Frito-
Lays and Snickers. “I’m living my 
best life,” he says, deadpan, and 
disappears to his bedroom to 
watch basketball on TV.
The next five days are a breeze. 

Concerned friends check in, cer-
tain I’m in COVID jail (a video tour 
of our digs alleviates any fear). 
Dr. Bakker calls to check in. Two 
public-health nurses stop by on our 
second-last day with an official let-
ter of recovery for Isaac. A sepa-
rate public health worker drops off 
meds (unrelated to COVID) and 
we chat for a while out front. He 
tells me COVID numbers are go-
ing up and they’re running out of 
places to house people; visitors are 
now welcome to stay put at their 
hotel/time-share/Airbnb so long as 
they isolate (insurance covers the 
cost). I tell him how I lucky I feel to 
have been placed in this beautiful 
home and he explains that all gov-
ernment-appointed accommoda-
tions meet this high level of com-
fort and luxury. In fact, he can’t 
understand why someone would 
be “punished,” or treated poorly, 
for contracting COVID. “We’re all 
human,” he says, then asks if I need 
more groceries or wine.

How to get home.
My only source of stress — and it’s 
a big one — is figuring out how to 
get home. Our week of quaran-
tine is about to end but we cannot 
board a plane to Canada until at 
least 14 days have passed since 
Isaac tested positive. The CDC, 
meanwhile, has changed U.S. 
quarantine to five days. Following 
many phone calls and much re-
search, I find a loophole: fly from 
Aruba to Buffalo via Newark and 
drive across the border from there. 
If you’re a Canadian citizen, you 
cannot be turned away at the bor-
der (you may, however, be subject 
to a $5,000 fine). At the end of the 
day, there’s nothing illegal about 
taking this route.
My other option is to spend an-
other week in Aruba until the 14 
days have passed, but I’m worried 
I’ll contract COVID while waiting 
it out (numbers are rising quickly). 
Also, I haven’t budgeted for an 

extra two weeks away and I need 
to get back to work. I consult with 
a couple of doctors to ensure we 
won’t be putting other people on 
our flight at risk; they assure me 
that Isaac is no longer contagious.
Our 16-hour travel odyssey begins. 
We leave for the airport at noon, 
land in Newark at 10 p.m. and fi-
nally in Buffalo close to midnight. I 
fill out the ArriveCAN app and wait 
in line for an express PCR test at the 
Buffalo airport because I’m told 
my negative PCR test from Aruba 
won’t cut it at customs. We get to 
the Canadian border and show 
our documents, are told to pull 
over to discuss a quarantine plan. 
A customs agent knocks on the car 
window and tells me to expect a 
call on my cell. I’m confused but 
don’t dare ask questions; this man 
is not interested in talking.
Twenty minutes later, a call comes 
in from Ottawa Public Health. An 
agent tells me the border is short-
staffed and that he’s “the first line 
of defence.” He asks me dozens of 
questions about where we’ll quar-
antine, if we’ll have access to food 
and medicine. He then tells me 
the clock has reset: I’m to quar-
antine at home for 14 days, Isaac 
for 10, upon entry. I ask why, given 
that I’ve tested negative and that 
we’ve already spent seven days 
in quarantine (for those keeping 
track, that’ll be 21 days total for 
non-COVID me). He laughs at the 
absurdity of it all.
Incidentally, newspapers are re-
porting that same day that Can-
ada is following CDC guidelines 
and has lowered its quarantine pe-
riod to five days. The Ottawa Pub-
lic Health man admits there’s lots 
of confusion within public health 
about the new rules. Finally, he 
says that an agent will return to 
my car with two PCR tests each for 
Isaac and me, to be self-adminis-
tered on days 1 and 8. I ask why 
they’d waste two covetable tests 
on Isaac, given that we know he’ll 

test positive (antibodies can stay in 
your system for up to six months). 
Again, he’s not sure. I can tell by 
his tone he’s as dumbfounded as I 
am; he’s just doing his job.
Eight long days after returning 
home, I receive an email from 
Switch Health with our COVID re-
sults. Isaac has tested positive. To-
ronto Public Health sends an auto-
mated text: “We’re asking you to 
complete an assessment form to 
help slow the spread of COVID.” I 
reluctantly comply, offering details 
of our quarantine plan. Hours later, 
they call to alert me of Isaac’s posi-
tive COVID test; we must discuss a 
quarantine plan! “Isaac first tested 
positive 16 days ago,” I explain. The 
agent sounds genuinely surprised. 
“My manager will call you over the 
weekend,” she says. This woman is 
no doubt one of thousands of tired 
and overworked public-health 
workers, repeating guidelines from 
yesterday that are no longer rele-
vant, seeming to shrug their shoul-
ders at the logic of it all (or lack 
thereof). I don’t blame them but 
rather the labyrinth of confusing 
rules and quasi-regulations set out 
by the province. It has destroyed 
whatever sense of community we 
once had.

Here’s what I’ve learned: 
In Canada, citizens are made to 
feel like criminals for travelling. If 
they contract COVID while home 
or abroad, it’s nearly impossible to 
know who to call for clear answers 
as the rules seem to change ev-
ery day. In Aruba, visitors are con-
nected to public-health workers, 
doctors and nurses who are knowl-
edgeable and eager to help. This 
little island takes a compassionate 
and common-sense approach to 
keeping its visitors — and residents 
— feeling safe. They’ve proven that 
in the fight against COVID, human-
ity wins. When numbers are down 
and it’s once again safe to travel, 
my family cannot wait to return.q
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Tuscany Residence Aruba:
Aruba’s Luxury Residential Resort with unique Water Villas

NOORD — Within walking distance of the fin-
est white beaches and the clear blue ocean, 
Tuscany Residence Aruba is founded in one 
of the best and most popular neighborhoods 
of Aruba, close to the shopping and nightlife 
of Palm Beach.  Tuscany Residence Aruba 
brings luxury living to a new level and they 
are very unique in their offerings with the 
Daimari Water Villas. 

Around 180 exclusive properties will be built in 
all different sizes and prices, suitable for every-
one’s wishes and among them are 18 luxury 
Water Villas, all with a private terrace and di-
rect access to the pool.  The Daimari Water Vil-
las include 2 and 3 bedrooms with wardrobes, 
2 and 3.5 bathrooms, are fully furnished with a 
fully equipped German kitchen, fully air-condi-
tioned and with wide aluminum sliding door to 
the covered pool terraces. Balcony and cov-
ered terraces are offered on the 2 floors unit 
and a private parking in front of the unit or your 
own garage is all yours. 50% of these amazing 
houses is already sold! There are still 6 residenc-
es available, including 2 with a one car garage. 

Tuscany Residences now offer a special pre-
construction discount, whereby your advan-
tage increases to 9.7%. Pre-construction prices 
valid up to November 1st starting at US$ 450,775 
Turn-Key!

Dutch design
This luxury residential resort with various types of 
homes has many amenities such as swimming 
pools, restaurant, bar, offices, meeting rooms, 
gym, wellness and more. The combination of 
the beautiful Dutch modern international ar-
chitecture and the Aruban palm trees creates 
a luxurious Aruban feeling and relaxed atmo-
sphere in this resort. Tuscany Residence Aruba 
is the perfect choice for couples and families. 
Bas de Groot, Managing Director of Tuscany 
Residence Aruba adds, “We differ from tradi-
tional building, our design distinguishes itself.” 
At 8 minutes’ walk from Palm Beach, designed 
in a European style with high-quality materials, 
on property land and with buying possibilities 
from condos to townhouses to villas, Tuscany 

Residence is a dream comes true.  

We take care of it all
De Groot adds, “Our project is in continuous 
construction which builds confidence. He con-
tinues saying that maintenance, property man-
agement, rental program and safety are taken 
care of. “You can log in from abroad and man-
age your property for rental or view your admin-
istration.” The great thing about Tuscany is that 
it offers everything equal to a resort but you do 
not need to wait for an elevator to bring you up, 
worry about parking space or noisy neighbors. 
“We have got space and different size offerings 
making this more a community feel rather than 
a packed condo building.” He also emphasizes 
that the location is one of the best on Aruba as 
it is quiet and close to Palm Beach.

Reasons to buy
Reasons to consider Aruba property ownership, 
at Tuscany Residence Aruba
•	 Excellent price-quality ratio
•	 Beautiful designs & Quality construction
•	 Residential Park with all amenities
•	 Property land on top-location
•	 Varies properties in different price range
•	 Onsite Maintenance Team, Property Man-

agement & Rental Program

Are you looking for a safe, quiet, residential 
area where you will meet a mix of local and for-
eign owners? Do you feel for a warm communi-
ty with amenities like wellness, gym, restaurants, 
pools and this all within a structure where the 
residence takes care of your property manage-
ment while you are not here? Can the highest 
European quality and solid working structure 
take away your preoccupations while you are 
home? Than meet us, we are here to convince 
you with quality!
 
For an impression of Daimari Water Villas have 
a look at the website: https://www.tuscany-
residencearuba.com/en/news. For more in-
formation please contact Bas de Groot by 
phone +297-7332424 or email bas@tuscanyresi-
dencearuba.com. q

Tuscany Residence Aruba
Salina Cerca 131, Noord, Aruba
info@tuscanyresidencearuba.com
www.tuscanyresidencearuba.com	
(+297) 280 4664
(+297) 733 2424

local
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Euro nations seek path between high inflation, weak growth
BRUSSELS (AP) — Euro fi-
nance chiefs on Monday 
engaged in a high-wire 
political balancing act 
prompted by conflicting 
economic forces: a weaker 
growth outlook and stron-
ger inflation.
Finance ministers from the 
19 nations that share the 
common euro currency 
pledged continued bud-
getary stimulus for the Eu-
ropean economy amid 
headwinds caused by the 
highly transmissible omicron 
variant. At the same time, 
they sought to reassure vot-
ers by pledging vigilance 
over sharp price rises.
"Am I concerned about 
inflation? Obviously so," 
Dutch Finance Minister Sig-
rid Kaag told reporters in 
Brussels before entering a 
meeting with her euro zone 
counterparts. "The purchas-
ing power of the individual 
citizens will be affected." 
The euro zone faces a slow-
down in economic growth 
this year after a solid re-
covery in 2021 from a se-
vere coronavirus-induced 
recession two years ago. 
But surging inflation, which 
reached a record 5% in De-
cember and is tied to an 
energy-market squeeze, 
has complicated the pic-
ture — for both policymak-
ers and voters.
Ioanna Orfanou, a small-
scale producer of olives 
and pomegranates along 
the central-eastern coast 
of Greece, said the prices 

that she pays for fertilizers 
and insecticides jumped to 
alarmingly high levels in the 
second half of last year.
"This trend is very worrying," 
Orfanou told the AP. "It gets 
harder for small farmers to 
stay in business because 
we have limited room to 
pass on the cost increases 
to average consumers."
Such sentiments have 
helped spark questions 
about the European Cen-
tral Bank's policy of keep-
ing the euro zone money 
supply loose to fuel eco-
nomic activity. 
The Frankfurt-based ECB 
has offered support in two 
key ways: maintaining its 
interest rates at zero or less 
and helping to keep other 
market borrowing costs low 
by purchasing hundreds of 

billions of euros of assets in 
financial markets. 
Daniel Gros, a board mem-
ber of the CEPS think tank in 
Brussels, said the ECB should 
now act in a nuanced way 
by ending the pandemic-
induced asset buying while 
holding its interest rates at 
the current ultra-low levels. 
"The economic emergency 
caused by the coronavirus 
is over and there is a dan-
ger, albeit probably a small 
one, of euro-area inflation 
staying too high for lon-
ger," Gros said Monday by 
phone.
The euro region's gross do-
mestic product is projected 
by the European Commis-
sion to expand 4.3% in 2022 
after estimated 5% growth 
last year and a 6.4% con-
traction in 2020.

Still, the predicted growth 
is higher than projections 
of a maximum 4% GDP ex-
pansion this year in the U.S., 
where the central bank has 
warned about the eco-
nomic threats of inflation 
and signaled an imminent 
tightening of monetary pol-
icy.
By contrast, ECB officials in-
cluding President Christine 
Lagarde have indicated 
they are in no rush to raise 
interest rates, arguing that 
euro-area inflation will fall 
back to the bank's 2% tar-
get in due course.
The EU Commission has 
predicted a further slow-
ing of euro-area economic 
growth in 2023 to 2.4%. 
While the growth outlook is 
weaker, national govern-
ments in Europe are press-

ing ahead with plans to 
spend hundreds of billions 
of euros in unprecedent-
ed EU funds raised to help 
overcome the pandemic-
induced slump. 
In parallel, some countries 
including France are push-
ing for looser EU limits on na-
tional debt to allow greater 
room for growth-boosting 
public investments. This will 
require concessions from 
Germany, a traditional de-
fender of budget austerity.
"More prosperity is needed 
for Europe," French Finance 
Minister Bruno Le Maire said 
on his way into the euro 
gathering. "More growth is 
needed."
In this context, employment 
trends in Europe could play 
a key role for policymakers 
in coming months because 
a tighter labor market can 
lead to wage increases 
and, by extension, stronger 
inflation.
So far, the Commission has 
cited persistent slack in Eu-
ropean labor markets and 
predicted the euro-area 
jobless rate will fall to 7.5% 
in 2022 from 7.9% in each of 
the previous two years. 
But Greek farmer Orfanou 
offered a potential warning 
on this front, saying she has 
also faced demands from 
seasonal workers for higher 
pay.
"They cited the rising infla-
tion and took advantage 
of a sudden shortage in the 
supply of such workers in 
Greece," Orfanou said.q

Pandemic hasn't slowed China's love for US lobster
By PATRICK WHITTLE Associ-
ated Press
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 
China is showing no signs 
of slowing its demand for 
American lobster this year 
despite disruption to the 
supply chain and interna-
tional trade caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic.
Chinese demand for the 
crustaceans grew dramati-
cally during the 2010s in 
part because of the expan-
sion of the country's middle 
class. The lobsters are espe-
cially sought after in winter 
because they are a popu-
lar delicacy on Chinese 
New Year, which is Feb. 1 
this year.

American exporters sent 
more than 13.2 million 
pounds (6 million kilograms) 
of lobster to China during 
the first 11 months of 2021. 
That was about 6% more 
than the same time period 
the previous year.
The pandemic has made 
the already difficult task of 
sending live seafood across 
the globe more challeng-
ing, but Maine lobster ex-
porters are gearing up for 
a decent Chinese New 
Year, said Bill Bruns. The op-
erations manager at The 
Lobster Co. in Arundel said 
shipments are complicated 
by the fact the company 
can't send lobsters to Bei-

jing because of COVID-19 
restrictions — but they are 
able to send to other air-
ports, such as Shenzhen.
"Chinese New Year is al-
ways a crapshoot the last 
couple years," Bruns said. 
"But I'm prepared for it. I 
have the staff. Because 
otherwise it's going to be a 
long spring."
China buys lobsters from 
the U.S. — where the indus-
try is based mostly in Maine 
— and Canada, where 
the industry is situated in 
the Atlantic provinces. Ex-
ports from Canada were 
up even more than the U.S. 
the first 11 months of 2021 
compared to 2020, said 

John Sackton, an indus-
try analyst and founder of 
SeafoodNews.com.
Signs point to a strong sea-
son for the industry, Sack-
ton said. Consumption of 

seafood could also get a 
boost from the Beijing Win-
ter Olympics, which are 
set to start a few days af-
ter Chinese New Year, he 
said.q
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'Scream' scares off 'Spider-Man' with 
$30.6M debut

NEW YORK (AP) — After 
a month at no. 1, "Spider-
Man: No Way Home" has 
finally been overtaken at 
the box office. Paramount 
Pictures' "Scream" reboot  
debuted with $30.6 mil-
lion in ticket sales over the 
weekend, according to 
studio estimates Sunday. 
"Scream," a self-described 
"requel" that is both the fifth 
film in the franchise and a 
reboot introducing a new, 
younger cast, led all releas-
es over the Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday weekend. 
Paramount forecasts that 
it will total $35 million in-
cluding Monday's grosses. 
"Scream," which cost about 
$24 million to make, added 
another $18 million in 50 in-
ternational markets. 
That made for a solid reviv-
al for the self-aware slash-
er franchise. Rights to the 
"Scream" films, once a reli-
able cash cow for Harvey 
and Bob Weinstein's Mira-
max Films, were acquired 
by Spyglass Media Group, 
which produced the new 
film with Paramount. This 
"Scream," helmed by Matt 
Bettinello-Olpin and Tyler 
Gillett, was the first not di-
rected by Wes Craven, 

who died in 2015. It fea-
tures original "Scream" cast 
members Neve Campbell, 
Courteney Cox and David 
Arquette alongside new 
additions Melissa Barrera, 
Jenna Ortega and Jack 
Quaid. 
Most notably, "Scream" is 
the first box-office success 
in a year that Hollywood 
hopes will see a return to 
weekly stability at movie 
theaters. January is typi-
cally a quiet period at the 
box office, but the surge of 
the omicron variant in CO-
VID-19 has further upended 
release plans of some win-
ter movies.
"All of our traditional mea-
sures were indicating a solid 
opening, but as I kept tell-
ing people: We're still in this 
thing and it's very difficult 
to determine what will ac-
tually happen," said Chris 
Aronson, distribution chief 
for Paramount. "Now we're 
open, people have seen 
the movie and we're off 
and running. Hopefully this 
becomes another building 
block toward building the 
business back and getting 
it back to some semblance 
of normalcy." 
Meanwhile, "Spider-Man: 

No Way Home" slipped to 
second place but contin-
ued to rise in the record 
books. 
"No Way Home" grossed 
$20.8 million in its fifth week-
end of release. Sony Pic-
tures predicts that with an-
other $5.2 million on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, "No 
Way Home" will reach a 
domestic cumulative total 
of $703.9 million Monday, 
edging "Black Panther" and 
moving into fourth place 
all-time. That puts it behind 
only "Avatar" ($760 mil-
lion), "Avengers: Endgame" 
($858 million) and "Star 
Wars: The Force Awakens" 
($936 million). Globally, "No 
Way Home" has grossed 
$1.6 billion. 
Universal Pictures' "Sing 2" 
landed in third place in its 
fourth weekend with $8.3 
million over the three-day 
weekend. The animated 
sequel has grossed $122.1 
million domestically and 
$96.3 million internationally. 
While the debut of "Scream" 
could be celebrated by 
Paramount, which post-
poned most of its top 2021 
releases to 2022 (movies 
including "Top Gun: Maver-
ick" and "Mission Impossible 
7"), its performance also 
typified current box-office 
realities. Superhero movies 
and genre films that ap-
peal to younger audiences 
have bounced back to 
near pre-pandemic levels, 
while films skewing older 
haven't.  "Scream," which 
received largely favorable 
reviews (81% fresh on Rotten 
Tomatoes) and a B+ Cin-
emaScore from audiences, 
fared better than the last 
installment, 2011's "Scream 
4." That film launched with 
$19.3 million. The audience 
for the new "Scream" was 
42% under the age of 25, 
Sony said. But any success 
needs to pull from vari-
ous demographics, and 
"Scream" also appealed to 
fans of the early franchise 
entries. Some 23% of ticket 
buyers were over 35. 
The only other new widely 
released movie over the 
weekend was "Belle," Ma-
moru Hosoda's critically 
acclaimed anime riff on 
"Beauty and the Beast." q

Time Share Resales + Realty
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock

For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort
* All inventory available

Visit our website :
www.halleyymetravelaruba.com
For more info call:For more info call:(297) 630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
also visit(new): 

www.halleyadventures.com
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San Nicolas

Police	  	    100
Oranjestad	    527 3140
Noord		     527 3200
Sta. Cruz	    527 2900
San  Nicolas	    584 5000
Police Tipline	    11141
Ambulancia	    911
Fire Dept.	    115
Red Cross	    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas		 587 5900
Prof. Taxi	 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S.	 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv.	 280 2828

Aruba Airport 	 524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca 	 588 0059
Jet Blue		 588 2244
Surinam	 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

dOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Sta. Cruz   Tel. 583 8028
San Nicolas:
Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

facebook.com/arubatoday/

HEALTH

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B
Week 2/1113 (17k);
Week 5/1315 (19k);
Week 8/1113 (18k);
Week 8/1409 (18k);
Week 9/1218 (16k);
Week 10/1207 (16k);
Week 13/1509 (13k);
Week 14/1308 (13k);
Week 15/1217 (10k).
CDMOwner@gmail.com
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890
________________________________214832

Private Island Tours
Mini Bus
A/C nice and fun tours $55 per 
hour minimun 5 person call now 
at 00297 7312727 T.U. Tours 
________________________________214947

FOR SALE
Casa Del Mar 
Presidential Suite
2BR/ 2Bath 
Week 3 Unit 1213
Price: $22,500
joescarpato2013@gmail.com
C: (US) 610-937-3086 or 3085
________________________________214936

For Sale
Divi Village 
pool and ocean view,
Deluxe studios, sleep 4
Week 4- unit 7306 $9000
Week 6- unit 7205 $7000
Call 646 541 8726 USA
ldankberg@nyc.rr.com
________________________________214942

HTTA 
Are you serious about selling 
your time share or condo ? 
Contact the experts !
37 years doing honest business 
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
Divi Village 
Eagle Beach
Studio week # 1 room #3101
30 weeks remain $5 K 
Studio week # 4 room # 8203
31 weeks remain $7 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA 
Divi Village 
Eagle Beach 
Studio week # 5 room # 8105
15 weeks remain $7 K
Studio week # 6 room #6202
16 weeks remain $7 K  
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
Divi Village Golf
Eagle beach
2 BR week # 1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309
25 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 16 K each 
Studio week #5 room # 2123
23 weeks remain $ 8 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA 
Divi Village Golf 
2 BR Week # 3 Room # 
4215/4216
23 weeks remain $16 K
1 BR week # 5 room # 2321
30 weeks remain $9 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
Divi Village Golf
Eagle Beach 
1 BR week # 3,4,5 room # 4226
25 weeks remain $9 K each 
2 BR Week # 4 room # 
2359/2360
25 weeks remain $ 16 K
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA 
Divi Village Golf 
Eagle beach 
Studio week # 2 room # 4205
22 weeks remain $8 K
1 BR week # 3 room # 4102
22 weeks remain $ 8 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
Divi Village Golf 
Eagle Beach
1 BR Week # 6 room # 2201
18 weeks remain $ 8 K
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
Eagle resort
Eagle beach 
2 BR week 2,3,4 room # 3508
Price : $18 K each
3 BR week 5 and 6 room # 1550
Price : $ 20 K each
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA 
La Cabana Beach and Casino
Eagle Beach
1 BR Week # 7 room # 336 A
Pool/ Ocean View 
Saturday check in 
Price : $ 11 K
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
Divi Village Golf
Studio week 5,6,7,8,9
Room # 2350
35 weeks remain 
Price : $ 8 K each week 
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA 
Marriott Surf Club
Palm beach
Platinum
2 BR Garden view $17 K
2 BR Ocean  view $18 K
2 BR Ocean  side  $19 K
2 BR Ocean Front $28 K
3 BR Ocean View  $30K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA 
Marriott Ocean Club
Palm Beach 
Platinum
1 BR Ocean View $12 K
1 BR Ocean Front $15 K
2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K
2 BR Ocean Front $ 27 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
Condo Le Vent 
Eagle beach
3 BR ,2 Bath ground floor
$790 K
3 BR ,3 1/2 bath ground floor
$1 Million
3 BR 3 1/2 bath 5 th floor
$1,1 Million
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
House for sale 
Alto Vista Noord
3 BR , 2 Bath Ocean view with 
1 Appartment 
Price : $500 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA 
Condo at Tierra Del Sol
Comunity gated
3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath
Ocean View with garage
Price :$450 K
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA 
Condo Gold Coast
Comunity gated
2 BR , 2 Bath $ 290 K
3 BR , 2 Bath $ 470 K
2 BR , 2 Bath with pool $370 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
_________________________________215054
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N. Korea fires short-range missiles in 4th launch this month
By KIM TONG-HYUNG 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— North Korea fired two 
suspected ballistic missiles 
into the sea Monday in its 
fourth weapons launch 
this month, South Korea's 
military said, with the ap-
parent goal of demonstrat-
ing its military might during 
paused diplomacy with 
the United States and pan-
demic border closures.
South Korea's Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said North Korea likely 
fired two short-range bal-
listic missiles from an area 
in Sunan, the site of Pyong-
yang's international airport. 
The missiles were launched 
four minutes apart and flew 
about 380 kilometers (236 
miles) with a maximum al-
titude of 42 kilometers (26 
miles) before landing in wa-
ters off the country's north-
eastern coast, it said. 
The U.S. Indo-Pacific Com-
mand said the missiles did 
not pose an immediate 
threat to U.S. personnel or 
territory, or to its allies, but 
highlighted the destabiliz-
ing impact of North Korea's 
"illicit" weapons program. 
Japanese Defense Minister 
Nobuo Kishi said the missiles 
landed outside Japan's 
exclusive economic zone, 
and Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Hirokazu Matsuno 
condemned the actions as 

threats to peace.
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in, who is visit-
ing the United Arab Emir-
ates, instructed officials to 
make "utmost efforts to en-
sure stability" on the Korean 
Peninsula, his office said. It 
also said members of the 
presidential National Se-
curity Council stressed the 
need to revive nuclear di-
plomacy with North Korea.
The U.S. special representa-
tive for North Korea, Sung 
Kim, called his counterparts 
in Japan and South Korea 
to discuss the launches and 
urged the North to instead 
engage in dialogue. The 
three officials pledged to 
continue their close coor-
dination, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State said.
North Korea conducted 
flight tests of a purported 
hypersonic missile on Jan. 5 

and Jan. 11 and also test-
fired ballistic missiles from a 
train on Friday in an appar-
ent reprisal for new sanc-
tions imposed by the Biden 
administration last week for 
its continuing test launches.
North Korea has been 
ramping up tests in recent 
months of new, potentially 
nuclear-capable missiles 
designed to be maneu-
verable and fly at low al-
titudes, which potentially 
improve their chances of 
evading missile defenses in 
the region.
Some experts say North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un is 
going back to a tried-and-
true tactic of pressuring 
his neighbors and the U.S. 
with missile launches and 
threats before offering ne-
gotiations meant to extract 
concessions. 
A U.S.-led diplomatic push 

aimed at convincing North 
Korea to abandon its nu-
clear weapons program 
collapsed in 2019 after the 
Trump administration re-
jected the North's demand 
for major sanctions relief in 
exchange for a partial sur-
render of its nuclear capa-
bilities. 
Kim has since pledged to 
further expand a nuclear 
arsenal he clearly sees as 
his strongest guarantee of 
survival.
His government has so far 
rejected the Biden admin-
istration's call to resume 
dialogue without precon-
ditions, saying that Wash-
ington must first abandon 
its "hostile policy," a term 
North Korea mainly uses 
to describe sanctions and 
combined U.S.-South Korea 
military exercises.
Kim Dong-yub, a professor 
at Seoul's University of North 
Korean Studies, said North 
Korea may have conduct-
ed another launch to pres-
sure Washington and could 
continue to dial up its test-
ing activity after vowing 
stronger action over what 
it perceives as U.S. hostility. 
Last week, the U.S. Treasury 
Department imposed sanc-
tions on five North Koreans 
over their roles in obtaining 
equipment and technol-
ogy for the North's missile 

programs, in its response to 
North Korea's earlier tests 
this month. 
The State Department or-
dered sanctions against 
another North Korean, a 
Russian man and a Russian 
company for their broader 
support of North Korea's 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion activities. The Biden 
administration also said it 
would pursue additional 
U.N. sanctions over the 
North's continued tests.
The announcement of the 
sanctions just came hours 
after North Korean state 
media said Kim Jong Un 
oversaw a successful test 
of a hypersonic missile on 
Tuesday, the country's sec-
ond test of the purported 
system in a week, and 
claimed that the weapon 
would greatly increase the 
country's "war deterrent."
North Korea fired two short-
range ballistic missiles from 
a train last Friday in appar-
ent retaliation against new 
U.S. sanctions tied to the 
hypersonic tests. Friday's 
test came hours after North 
Korea's Foreign Ministry is-
sued a statement berating 
the Biden administration 
over the new sanctions 
and warned of "stronger 
and certain reaction" if 
Washington maintains its 
confrontational stance.q

Tesla inks deal to get key battery component outside China

By TOM BOWKER and TOM 
KRISHER Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — Tesla is 
turning to Mozambique for 
a key component in its elec-
tric car batteries in what 
analysts believe is a first-of-
its-kind deal designed to 
reduce its dependence on 
China for graphite.

Elon Musk's company 
signed an agreement last 
month with Australia's Syr-
ah Resources, which op-
erates one of the world's 
largest graphite mines in 
the southern African coun-
try. It's a unique partner-
ship between an electric 
vehicle manufacturer and 

a producer of the mineral 
that is critical for lithium-ion 
batteries. The value of the 
deal hasn't been released.
Tesla will buy the material 
from the company's pro-
cessing plant in Vidalia, 
Louisiana, which sources 
graphite from its mine in 
Balama, Mozambique. The 
Austin, Texas-based elec-
tric automaker plans to buy 
up 80% of what the plant 
produces — 8,000 tons of 
graphite per year — start-
ing in 2025, according to 
the agreement. Syrah must 
prove the material meets 
Tesla's standards.
The deal is part of Tesla's 
plan to ramp up its capac-
ity to make its own batter-
ies so it can reduce its de-
pendence on China, which 
dominates global graphite 
markets, said Simon Moores 

of United Kingdom-based 
battery materials data 
and intelligence provider, 
Benchmark Mineral Intelli-
gence. 
"It starts at the top with geo-
politics," Moores said. "The 
U.S. wants to build enough 
capacity domestically to 
be able to build (lithium-ion 
batteries) within the USA. 
And this deal will permit 
Tesla to source graphite in-
dependent from China." 
Moores said producing the 
batteries in the U.S. will re-
duce some of the questions 
Tesla is facing about its ties 
to China, where there are 
environmental concerns 
at some mines. The auto-
maker also has set up a 
showroom in the region of 
Xinjiang, where Chinese 
officials are accused of 
forced labor and other hu-

man rights abuses against 
mostly Muslim ethnic mi-
norities.
A message was left seeking 
comment from Tesla, which 
has disbanded its media re-
lations department.
The battery industry has 
been confronted with a 
short supply of graphite 
in recent months, Moores 
said. Graphite stores lith-
ium inside a battery until 
it's needed to generate 
electricity by splitting into 
charged ions and elec-
trons. 
It comes as every major 
automaker is racing to get 
into electric vehicles amid 
concerns about climate 
change.  Tesla is making 
almost a million electric 
cars per year, and sourcing 
enough batteries is its big-
gest constraint, he said.q
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South Carolina still No. 1 in women's Top 25; Oklahoma jumps
By DOUG FEINBERG AP Bas-
ketball Writer
South Carolina remained 
the No. 1 team in The As-
sociated Press women's 
college basketball poll re-
leased Monday.
The Gamecocks received 
28 of the 30 first-place 
votes from a national me-
dia panel after beating 
Texas A&M and Arkansas 
last week. South Carolina is 
off until hosting Vanderbilt 
next Monday.
There was no movement 
near the top of the poll as 
Stanford, Louisville, North 
Carolina State, Tennessee 
and Indiana followed the 
Gamecocks again. Louis-
ville received the other two 
first-place votes.
Iowa State moved up two 
spots to No. 7 with Michi-
gan, UConn and Arizona 
rounding out the top 10. 
The Wolverines won at 
Maryland for the first time. 
The Terrapins fell from No. 8 
to 12th after being routed 

69-49.
Oklahoma made the big-
gest jump, climbing nine 
spots to 14th. The Soon-
ers beat then-No. 14 Bay-
lor and TCU last week and 
now have their best rank-
ing since they were 12th in 
2016.

Florida Gulf Coast and 
Iowa returned to the poll at 
Nos. 24 and 25 while Kan-
sas State and South Florida 
dropped out.
Here are a few other tidbits 
from the women's AP Top 
25:
WELCOME BACK

Florida Gulf Coast fell out of 
the poll in early December 
after suffering its only loss of 
the season, to Princeton. 
The Eagles were ranked for 
two weeks in late Novem-
ber. A huge reason for the 
team's success this year 
and last season has been 

the play of junior guard Ki-
erstan Bell. She is averag-
ing 24.6 points and 7.9 re-
bounds for the team that 
beat ASUN Conference ri-
val Liberty on Saturday. Bell 
had 25 points in that win.
NO. 1 STATS
Since moving to No. 1 for 
the first time in school his-
tory in 2014, South Carolina 
has spent 36 weeks as the 
top team, including the 
last 11. Only UConn has 
more appearances at No. 
1 in that timeframe, with 71 
weeks. Notre Dame is third 
with 11.
GAME OF THE WEEK
Louisville at N.C. State, 
Thursday. The two top 
teams in the ACC meet for 
the only time this season 
with the No. 1 spot in the 
conference at stake. Lou-
isville coach Jeff Walz got 
his 400th career win on Sun-
day in a victory over Boston 
College. N.C. State is com-
ing off a 24-point victory 
over Duke.q

Osaka, Nadal advance in Australia after Djokovic flies home
By JOHN PYE AP Sports Writ-
er
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— The first test of Naomi 
Osaka's new approach to 
tennis might have been 
when she completely 
whiffed an overhead to 
give her opponent a break 
point on Day 1 of the no-
Novak Djokovic Australian 
Open.
Osaka didn't throw her 
racket. She didn't roll her 
eyes. She smiled.
"There are situations where 
I previously would get up-
set. But at this point in my 
life, like, I'm here because 
I want to be here and be-
cause I find that it's fun for 
me," Osaka said. "Might as 
well enjoy it while I still can."
In Osaka's mind, the drama 
involving nine-time cham-
pion Djokovic's deportation 
on the eve of the Austra-
lian Open was something 
for the players in the men's 
draw to worry about. Her ti-
tle defense began smooth-
ly enough: She won the first 
five games on the way to a 
6-3, 6-3 victory over Camila 
Osorio.
With so much attention on 
the 11-day saga of Djokov-

ic's attempt to participate 
in the year's first Grand Slam 
tournament, the returns of 
Osaka and Rafael Nadal 
have been overshadowed.
Osaka wasn't bothered by 
that. Nadal didn't seem to 
be put off by it, either, re-
newing his bid for a record 
21st Grand Slam singles title 
with a 6-1, 6-4, 6-2 win over 
Marcos Giron.
Nadal is tied with Djokovic 
and Roger Federer with 20 
major singles titles each, 
the most in the history of 
men's tennis. With Djokovic 
unable to defend his crown 
in Melbourne because he 
didn't meet Australia's strict 
COVID-19 vaccination cri-
teria, the door is slightly 
more ajar to Nadal.
Osaka's main concern, 
meanwhile, is winning a 
third Australian title in four 
years.
"To be completely honest, 
it didn't really affect me," 
Osaka said of the Djokovic 
drama. "My goal, like even 
before this whole situation, 
is to just focus on myself 
more, what I need to do to 
become better.
"Me, I'm a tennis player. I'll 
focus on my matches. You 

as, I guess, an audience, 
focus on whatever is in the 
news, no?"
A potential fourth-round 
meeting with top-ranked 
Ash Barty could be waiting. 
Barty, aiming to be the first 
Australian woman to win 
the title in Melbourne since 
1978, beat Lesia Tsurenko 
6-0, 6-1.
Osaka, after winning the 
title last year, pulled out of 
the French Open before 
the second round, then sat 
out Wimbledon. She played 
at the Tokyo Olympics, 
where she lit the cauldron, 
but ended her 2021 season 
early after a third-round loss 
and a teary news confer-
ence at the U.S. Open.
Two of her goals for 2022 
are to stay completely 
composed on the court 
and off, and to enjoy the 
game.
And, yes, finally, the focus 
was on tennis in Australia. 
It got started in a big way, 
with a combined 64 singles 
matches on opening day.
French Open champion 
Barbora Krejcikova, fifth-
seeded Maria Sakkari, 
No. 15 Elina Svitolina and 
two-time Australian Open 

champion Victoria Azaren-
ka all advanced.
Two young American con-
tenders went out in the first 
round, with 2020 Austra-
lian Open champion So-
fia Kenin losing 7-6 (2), 7-5 
to Madison Keys and No. 
18 Coco Gauff saving five 
match points before losing 
6-4, 6-2 to Wang Qiang.
Olympic champion Belinda 
Bencic advanced to a sec-
ond-round match against 
Amanda Anisimova.
Men's Olympic champion 
Alexander Zverev wrapped 
up the Day 1 program on 
Rod Laver Arena with a 
7-6 (3), 6-1, 7-6 (1) win over 
Daniel Altmaier and will 
next play John Millman, 
who ended 40-year-old 
Feliciano Lopez's 79th con-
secutive Grand Slam event 
in the first round.
No. 14 Denis Shapovalov 
followed up his win with 
Canada in the ATP Cup 
with a 7-6 (3), 6-4, 3-6, 7-6 
(3) win over Laslo Djere.
Also advancing were No. 
7 Matteo Berrettini, No. 
10 Hubert Hurkacz, No. 16 
Cristian Garin, No. 17 Gael 
Monfils and No. 23 Reilly 
Opelka, while No. 12 Cam-

eron Norrie lost in straight 
sets to Sebastian Korda.
Nadal won the Australian 
Open in 2009 and is the 
only past champion in the 
men's bracket after Djokov-
ic's late withdrawal Sun-
day. On Monday, the top-
ranked Serbian landed in 
Dubai, then caught a flight 
to Belgrade.
Monday was Nadal's first 
appearance at a major 
since he lost to Djokovic in 
the semifinals of the French 
Open. He missed Wimble-
don because of fatigue, 
skipped the U.S. Open with 
a painful left foot and, after 
recovering from COVID-19, 
started 2022 with a title in a 
tuneup tournament in Mel-
bourne.
"Honestly, it's been very 
tough moments and there 
are still doubts," Nadal said. 
"But here I am and I can't 
be happier to be back in 
this amazing stadium. It's 
fantastic."
The 35-year-old Spaniard 
said Djokovic's absence 
would have an impact on 
the tournament.
"In a personal level, yes, I 
would like to see him play-
ing here," Nadal said. q
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By TIM REYNOLDS AP Sports Writer
Natalie Geisenberger has made it official: She's 
heading to the Beijing Games and seeking a 
third consecutive Olympic women's luge gold 
medal.
The German slider, generally considered the 
best in the history of her sport, had considered 
skipping the Olympics for a multitude of rea-
sons — including human rights issues, and her 
belief that luge athletes were not treated well 
by Chinese officials when training there earlier 
this season.
But in a social media post on Monday, the four-
time world champion and eight-time World 
Cup overall champion laid out her reasons for 
deciding to compete in what presumably will 
be her final Olympics.
"We athletes have absolutely nothing to do with 
the decision to award the Olympic Games to 
Beijing — the (International Olympic Commit-
tee) decides and we athletes are presented 
with a fait accompli," Geisenberger wrote. "We 
only have the choice: do I fly there and give ev-
erything or do I just let my sporting dream burst 
so close to the end."
She chose to go and will be considered among 
the top medal hopefuls — along with fellow 
Germans Julia Taubitz and Anna Berreiter, Aus-
tria's Madeleine Egle and American sliders Sum-
mer Britcher and Emily Sweeney.

Geisenberger and almost all of the world's top 
luge athletes were at the Yanqing Sliding Cen-
ter north of Beijing this fall for extended training 
on the Olympic track, followed by the first World 
Cup race of the season. But not long after leav-
ing China, Geisenberger told German regional 
broadcaster BR that she was considering skip-
ping the Olympics.
"The conditions that we experienced there 
speak in favor of not necessarily going back 
there again," Geisenberger told BR in Decem-
ber.
She spent several days in quarantine after ar-
riving in China for a three-week training and 
racing period in November. She got there on a 
charter flight that carried basically the entire In-
ternational Luge Federation circuit to China for 
those events, then wound up being among the 
sliders identified as a potential close contact to 
someone who was aboard that flight and test-
ed positive for COVID-19.
Despite testing negative daily, Geisenberger 
said rules put in place by Chinese officials man-
dated that she would not be allowed out of 
her room for several days other than for training 
sessions. She also said food dropped off outside 
her door wasn't to the standard that elite ath-
letes need or want.
"If I had said now that I would not fly, nothing 
would have changed in China, neither the hu-

man rights situation nor anything else," Geisen-
berger wrote Monday. "Unfortunately, it takes 
more than just a few athletes to boycott. Then 
I would have destroyed my own dream in the 
first place. There would have been a different 
name somewhere on the list of results.
"It shouldn't be that athletes now have to pay 
for what the IOC and politicians decided 10 
years ago," she added. "Hence my decision to 
fly to Beijing."
Geisenberger became a mother for the first 
time after the 2018 Olympics, missed a year of 
competition, then returned to the World Cup 
circuit with eyes on 2022. She said her family has 
sacrificed considerably on this Olympic journey 
and she didn't want to let them down by not 
competing.
She turns 34 on Feb. 5, the first full day of com-
petition at the Beijing Games.
"The Olympic Games are not just any event," 
she said. "It is the greatest of all for almost every 
athlete and cannot be compared to anything 
in terms of sport. I can't say 'then I'll just go next 
year' — there are only Olympic Games every 
four years."
Geisenberger is fourth in the women's World 
Cup standings this season with one race left, 
coming this weekend in St. Moritz, Switzerland. 
She has medaled four times — three silver, one 
bronze — in 11 races this season.q

German luge star Geisenberger says she's going to Olympics

Steelers face long-overdue reboot as Roethlisberger exits
By WILL GRAVES AP Sports 
Writer
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Ben Ro-
ethlisberger came back for 
one more run, wanting a 
chance for his final perfor-
mance to not be a lopsid-
ed first-round playoff loss.
Even with his closest friends 
gone. Even with a first-year 
offensive coordinator. Even 
knowing he'd have an al-
most completely rebuilt of-
fensive line. Even with rook-
ies likely to take over in the 
backfield and at tight end. 
The longtime Pittsburgh 
Steelers quarterback and 
future Hall of Famer's re-
ward? An unlikely postsea-
son berth and ... a lopsided 
first-round playoff loss.
Pittsburgh's unwieldy sea-
son came to the crashing 
halt that was practically 
inevitable in a 42-21 whip-
ping at the hands of Kansas 
City on Sunday night. The 
Steelers (9-8-1) arrived at 
Arrowhead Stadium as the 
longest shot in the 14-team 
field and played like it.
The issues that plagued 
them all year — from offen-
sive coordinator Matt Can-
ada's ineffectual play call-
ing to a defense that was 
consistently drilled on the 

road — manifested them-
selves over the final three 
quarters. Patrick Mahomes 
did whatever he wanted 
whenever he wanted. It 
looked an awful lot like a 
handful of games from ear-
lier in the season, includ-
ing  a 36-10 whipping in the 
same stadium the day after 
Christmas.
Roethlisberger's career like-
ly ended with an 11-yard 

pass to Zach Gentry as the 
clock ran out. The 39-year-
old married father of three 
met briefly with Mahomes 
at midfield, saluted the 
fans in black and gold who 
stuck around to the bitter 
end, then walked into the 
tunnel — and into the next 
phase of his life.
"Being a husband and fa-
ther, you never take a day 
off," he said. "You've got to 

keep going, and so, as we 
move from one chapter to 
the next, it's going to be dif-
ferent, but it's going to be 
fun. It's going to be a chal-
lenge and I'm looking for-
ward to it."
The team he's leaving be-
hind, maybe not so much. 
The franchise that had ev-
ery opportunity to make a 
clean break after last year's 
flameout in the first round 

against the Browns but opt-
ed to bring back Roethlis-
berger can no longer kick 
the can down the road.
There are pieces in place 
to build around. All-Pro out-
side linebacker T.J. Watt is 
in his prime and a contend-
er to win his first Defensive 
Player of the Year award. 
Rookie running back Najee 
Harris and rookie tight end 
Pat Freiermuth look very 
much like long-term fixtures. 
Safety Minkah Fitzpatrick is 
due a contract extension 
and All-Pro defensive line-
man Cam Heyward is a 
worthy successor to Roeth-
lisberger as the keeper of 
"The Steeler Way."
It's a way that will need 
some recalibration over the 
next six months. Pittsburgh 
hasn't won a playoff game 
in five years, the longest 
drought of any team in the 
AFC North. "I take it very 
personal when we don't 
have playoff success," Hey-
ward said. "I will be back at 
the drawing board trying to 
figure out a way if I am on 
this team." Heyward almost 
certainly will be. Yet he 
may be one of a few high-
profile holdovers for a team 
in transition.q


