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Cyberattack on U.S. pipeline is linked ’ro crlmlnal gang

By MAE ANDERSON AND
FRANK BAJAK

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — The cy-
berextortion afttempt that
has forced the shutdown
of a vital U.S. pipeline was
carried out by a criminal
gang known as DarkSide
that cultivates a Robin
Hood image of stealing
from corporations and giv-
ing a cut to charity, a per-
son close to the investiga-
tion said Sunday.

The shutdown, meanwhile,
stretched into its third day,
with the Biden administra-
fion saying an “all-hands-
on-deck” effort is under-
way fo restore operations
and avoid disruptions in the
fuel supply.

Experts said that gasoline
prices are unlikely to be
affected if the pipeline is
back to normal in the next

few days but that the in-
cident — the worst cyber-
attack to date on critical
U.S. infrastructure — should
serve as a wake-up call to
companies about the vul-
nerabilities they face.

The pipeline, operated by
Georgia-based  Colonial
Pipeline, carries gasoline
and other fuel from Texas
to the Northeast. It delivers
roughly 45% of fuel con-
sumed on the East Coast,
according to the compa-
ny. It was hit by what Co-
lonial called a ransomware
aftack, in which hackers
typically lock up comput-
er systems by encrypting
data and then demand a
large ransom to release it.
The company has not said
what was demanded or
who made the demand.
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Cyberattack on U.S. plpellne IS linked to criminal gang

Continuved from Front

However, the person close
to the investigation, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, identified the cul-
prit as DarkSide. It is among
ransomware gangs that
have "“professionalized” a
criminal industry that has
cost Western nations tens
of billions of dollars in losses
in the past three years.
DarkSide claims that it does
not attack medical, edu-
cational or government tar-
gets — only large corpora-
tions — and that it donates
a portion of its take to char-
ity. It has been active since
August and, typical of the
most potent ransomware
gangs, is known to avoid
targeting organizations in
former Soviet bloc nations.
Colonial did not say wheth-
er it has paid or was nego-
tiating a ransom, and Dark-
Side neither announced
the atftack on its dark web
site nor responded to an
Associated Press reporter’s
queries. The lack of ac-
knowledgment usually indi-
cates a victim is either ne-
gotiating or has paid.
Commerce Secretary Gina
Raimondo said Sunday

In this Sept. 20, 20146 file photo vehicles are seen near Colonial Pipeline in Helena, Ala.
Associated Press

that ransomware attacks
are “what businesses now
have to worry about,” and
that she will work “very vig-
orously” with the Homeland
Security Department to ad-
dress the problem, calling it
a top priority for the admin-
istration.

“Unfortunately, these sorts
of attacks are becoming
more frequent,” she said

on CBS' “Face the Nation.”
“We have to work in part-
nership with business to se-
cure networks to defend
ourselves against these at-
tacks.”

She said President Joe
Biden was briefed on the
attack.

“It's an all-hands-on-deck
effort right now,” Raimondo
said. “And we are working

closely with the company,
state and local officials to
make sure that they get
back up to normal opero-
fions as quickly as possible
and there aren't disrup-
fions in supply.”

The person close to the
Colonial investigation said
that the attackers also stole
data from the company,
presumably for extorfion
purposes. Sometimes stolen
data is more valuable to
ransomware criminals than
the leverage they gain by
crippling a network, be-
cause some victims are
loath to see sensitive infor-
mation of theirs dumped
online.

Security experts said the
attack should be a warn-
ing for operators of critical
infrastructure — including
electrical and water utilities
and energy and transpor-
tation companies — that
not investing in updating
their security puts them at
risk of catastrophe.

Ed Amoroso, CEO of TAG
Cyber, said Colonial was
lucky its attacker was af
least ostensibly motivated
only by profit, not geopoli-
fics. State-backed hackers
bent on more serious de-
struction use the same in-
frusion methods as ransom-
ware gangs.

“"For companies vulner-
able to ransomware, it's a
bad sign because they are
probably more vulnerable
to more serious attacks,” he
said. Russian cyberwarriors,

for example, crippled the
electrical grid in Ukraine
during the winters of 2015
and 2016.

Cyberextortion attempts in
the U.S. have become a
death-by-a-thousands-cuts
phenomenon in the past
year, with attacks on hos-
pitals forcing delays in can-
cer freatment, inferrupting
schooling and paralyzing
police and city govern-
ments.

Tulsa, Oklahoma, this week
became the 32nd state or
local government in the
U.S. to come under ran-
somware attack, said Brett
Callow, a threat analyst
with the cybersecurity firm
Emsisoft.

Average ransoms paid
in the US. jumped nearly
threefold fto more than
$310,000 last year. The av-
erage downtfime for victims
of ransomware attacks
is 21 days, according to
the firm Coveware, which
helps victims respond.
David Kennedy, founder
and senior principal secu-
rity consultant at Trusted-
Sec, said that once a ran-
somware attack is discov-
ered, companies have little
recourse but to completely
rebuild their infrastructure,
or pay the ransom.
“"Ransomware is absolute-
ly out of control and one
of the biggest threats we
face as a nation,” Ken-
nedy said. “The problem
we face is most companies
are grossly underprepared
fo face these threats.”
Colonial transports gaso-
line, diesel, jet fuel and
home heating oil from re-
fineries on the Gulf Coast
through pipelines running
from Texas to New Jersey.
Its pipeline system spans
more than 5500 miles,
transporting more than 100
million gallons a day.
Debnil Chowdhury at the
research firm IHSMarkit said
that if the outage stretches
to one to three weeks, gas
prices could begin to rise.
“I wouldn't be surprised, if
this ends up being an out-
age of that magnitude, if
we see 15- to 20-centrise in
gas prices over next week
or two,"” he said.

The Justice Department
has a new task force dedi-
cated to countering ran-
somware attacks.]



u s NEWS MONDAY 10 MAY 2021

House GOP leader says he backs ousting Cheney from No. 3 job

By HOPE YEN

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Top
House Republican Kevin
McCarthy on Sunday pub-
licly endorsed Rep. Elise
Stefanik for the post of No.
3 leader, cementing par-
ty support of the Donald
Trump loyalist over Rep. Liz
Cheney, an outspoken crit-
ic of the former president
for promoting discredited
claims that the 2020 elec-
tion was stolen.

House Republicans could
vote as early as Wednes-
day to remove Cheney,
the highest-ranking woman
in the Republican leader-
ship and daughter of for-
mer Vice President Dick
Cheney, and replace her
with Stefanik, whose ascen-
sion has received Trump's
backing.

Asked in aninterview on Fox
News Channel’'s “Sunday
Morning Futures” whether
he supported Stefanik, R-
N.Y., for the job of Republi-
can Conference chair, Mc-
Carthy responded: “Yes, |
do."”

“"We want fo be united
in moving forward, and |
think that is what will take
place,” he said in response
fo a question about wheth-
er he had the votes to oust
Cheney, R-Wyo.

McCarthy said the leader-
ship post must focus on a

In this April 22, 2021, file photo, House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy of Calif., speaks during
his weekly press briefing on Capitol Hill in Washington.

message “day in and day
out” on what he said were
the problems of the Biden
administration.

Cheney has taken on Re-
publicans, including Mc-
Carthy, R-Calif., saying
those who indulge Trump'’s
false claims of a stolen
presidential election are
“spreading THE BIG LIE, turn-
ing their back on the rule
of law, and poisoning our
democratic system.” In an
opinion essay Wednesday
in The Washington Post, she

denounced the “danger-
ous and anti-democratic
Trump cult of personality,”
and warned her fellow Re-
publicans against embrac-
ing or ignoring his state-
ments “for fundraising and
political purposes.”

She also said McCarthy
had “changed his story”
after initially saying Trump
"bears responsibility” for the
Jan. 6 attack on the Capi-
tol. McCarthy initially criti-
cized Trump's actions, and
in a private call during the

Associated Press

insurrection, had urged the
then-president to call off
the rioters. The GOP leader
now says he does not be-
lieve Trump provoked the
riot. McCarthy on Sunday
denied that Republicans’
effort to remove Cheney
was based on her views of
Trump or being one of 10
House Republicans to vote
fo impeach Trump over
the Jan. 6 riot. He said she
was distracting from Re-
publicans’ bid to win back
the House in 2022 and suc-

cessfully oppose President
Joe Biden's agenda, goals
that McCarthy believes will
need Trump’s support.
McCarthy complained last
week that he had “lost
confidence” in Cheney
and *had it with her” over
her continuing remarks
about Trump, according
to a leaked recording of
his exchange on "Fox and
Friends.”

Cheney actually has a
more conservative voting
record in the House than
Stefanik, a onetime Trump
critic who evolved into an
ardent ally. She previously
opposed Trump's tax cufts.
“You have this real battle
right now in the party, this
idea of let's just put our
differences aside and be
unified,” said Rep. Adam
Kinzinger, R-lll., who also
voted to impeach Trump.
“They're going fo get rid of
Liz Cheney because they'd
much rather pretend that
the conspiracy is either
real or not confront it than
to actually confront it and
maybe have to take the
femporary licks to save this
party and in the long ferm
this country,” he said on
CBS’ “Face the Nation.”
The second-ranking House
Republican leader, Rep.
Steve Scalise of Louisiana,
already has announced his
support for Stefanik.]

Police: Maryland man killed 3 neighbors, set house ablaze

WOODLAWN, Md. (AP) — A
Maryland man who neigh-
bors said had a long history
of aggression went on a
rampage over the week-
end, shooting or stabbing
three people to death and
setting his home on fire be-
fore responding officers fa-
tally shot him, police said
Sunday.

A news release from the
Baltimore County Police
Department identified the
victims and offered the
clearest picture so far of
what the department said
unfolded on a residential
street in suburban Baltimore
early Saturday morning.
According to police, a pre-
liminary investigation indi-
cates 56-year-old Everton
Brown forced his way into a
neighboring house, where
he stabbed and shot Is-

mael Quintanilla, 41. As
Sara Alacote, 37, ran from
that home in an attempt fo
escape, Brown chased her
outside, fatally shooting her
several fimes, the news re-
lease said. When two neigh-
bors emerged from their
home, Brown shot them as
well, according to police.
At some point during the
course of events, Brown
also seft fire to his residence,
police said. The scene was
a charred mess — a fire
official said Saturday that
the building where the fire
started, as well as one ad-
jacent to it, collapsed and
a third dwelling was heavily
damaged. Police received
numerous calls reporting
both the fire and an ac-
five shooter. Responding
officers who were wearing
body cameras encoun-

tered Brown in the parking
lot, police said.

Four fired shots at him until
they were able to take him
info custody, according to
the news release. He was
taken to a hospital, where
he was pronounced dead.
Investigators later found
several homemade ex-
plosive devices in one of
Brown's two vehicles, po-
lice said. They also recov-
ered a handgun and large
knife. Police have not pro-
vided a motive or details
about what preceded the
aftack. They said Sunday
they were sfill conducting
interviews and processing
the scene.

Gail Watts, a longtfime resi-
dent of the neighborhood
who said she witnessed the
aftack unfolding, told The
Associated Press on Safur-

The site of a fire in Woodlawn, Md., where three people were
killed, including a suspect, and two others were injured on

Saturday, May 8, 2021.

day that many in the neigh-
borhood thought Brown
was mentally ill. She said
he was aggressive toward
women and often accused
neighbors of surveiling him.

Associated Press

Other neighbors who spoke
with  the Baltimore Sun,
which had written about
Brown in 2008, described
similar threatening, erratic
behavior.



MONDAY 10 MAY 2021 I u s NEWS

Tearful reunlons mark second Mother s Day under pandemic

By CLAUDIA LAUER, MI-
CHELLE LIU and ED WHITE
Associated Press

Last Mother’s Day, they cel-
ebrated with bacon and
eggs over FaceTime. This
time, Jean Codianni of Los
Angeles flew to New Jer-
sey to surprise her 74-year-
old mother, now that both
have been vaccinated
against the disease that
has stolen uncountable
hugs and kisses around the
world.

“You forget how your mom
smells, how she looks. It's
like, she never looks as
beautiful as the last time
you saw her,” Codianni
said. "We understand how
privleged we are, how
lucky we are. Hundreds of
thousands of people don’t
get to celebrate Mother's
Day, or are celebrating it
under a veil of grief.”
Joyous reunions among
vaccinated parents and
children across the country
marked this year's Mother’s
Day, the second one cel-
ebrated during the coro-
navirus pandemic. Some
families separated by wor-
ries of fransmitting the virus
saw each otfher for the first
fime in more than a year,
emboldened by their vac-
cinations, as many others
grieved for mothers lost to
the virus.

For Pam Grimes, Mother’s
Day last year remains @
fuzzy yet “scary and de-
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Signs about Mother’s Day are displayed at a home decor department store in Northbrook, lil.,

Saturday, May 8, 2021.

pressing” memory, blurred
tfogether with the rest of the
pandemic’s early months.
In contrast, when her vac-
cinated adult grandchil-
dren gathered at her Pan-
ama City, Florida, home to
celebrate this year, they
hugged and laughed and
teased each other.

“The whole world felt bet-
ter,” Grimes said.

Historian  Andy  Verhoff
didn't see his mother for
Thanksgiving, Christmas or
New Year's. But for Moth-
er's Day, he drove from his
home in Columbus, Ohio,
to spend a day in rural Put-

nam County, Ohio with her,
stopping at the first histori-
cal marker they'd worked
on together. Both mother
and son were vaccinat-
ed, giving them the confi-
dence to take their masks
off — which made it feel
like a normal, pre-pandem-
ic day, Verhoff said.

“"We never let the mask get
in the way of things,” Ver-
hoff said. “It was just nice
to not have my glasses fog
up.”

Some long-term care facili-
ties across the country pre-
pared for the special day
by facilitating in-person

Associated Press

visits, especially as some
states have relaxed visita-
fion rules in recent months
given rising vaccination
rates and dropping case
numbers.

In suburban Detroit, resi-
dents with dementia at
Addington Place lately
have been allowed to see
visitors in person. But the big
change Sunday was their
ability fo leave for a special
meal with family members
and return without being
quarantined. Moms were
also receiving roses from
staff.

“Residents can feel the

energy now ’rho’r families
are coming in,” said Kelley
Fulkerson, business office
manager at Addington
in Northville. “There is ex-
citement among staff —
and tears and excitement
among families waiting fo
see loved ones.”

St. Joseph of Harahan —
an assisted living facility in
Harahan, Louisiana — held
a parking lot parade Friday
with dozens of cars honking
and family members yell-
ing well wishes for Mother's
Day.

Residents in masks sat be-
hind caution tape and
waved to loved ones whom
they had waited to see for
more than a year in some
cases. Workers passed out
balloons and flowers.
Cathedral Village, a nurs-
ing home and rehabilita-
tion center in Philadelphia,
was spacing out weekend
visits for Mother’s Day, said
supervisor Hannah Han. So-
cial workers were helping
some families that wanted
to take people home to
celebrate. Visits in private
rooms required masks and
gowns.

Mary Daniel, who last year
fook a job as a dishwasher
so she could see her hus-
band at a long-term care
facility in Jacksonville, Flor-
ida, said holidays are im-
portant to maintain fradi-
fions with family. She said
spouses and others should

Good Samaritan recalls jumping from bridge to save girl, 2

This photo prowded by ihe Oceqn Cliy Fire Depqrtment shows
the wreckage from a car accident on the Route 90 bridge in
Ocean City, Md., on Sunday, May 2, 2021.

Associated Press

OCEAN CITY, Md. (AP) —
A Maryland man is being
hailed as a hero for leaping
off a bridge info a bay to
save a 2-year-old girl who
had been ejected from a
wrecked vehicle into the
waters below. Ocean City
emergency responders
met up Friday with Jona-
than Bauer, who shared
his story publicly for the first
fime since the crash May 2
that prompted him to leap
from a height of at least
25 feet (7 meters) info the
water, the Daily Times re-
ported. Bauer was running
errands with his 13-year-old
daughter when five vehi-
cles collided that Sunday
not far from him on the
Route 90 bridge over As-
sawoman Bay in Ocean

City. He said he saw one
of the vehicles, a truck, left
teetering on the bridge’s
guardrail. “First thing | re-
member hearing was the
tire screech, and then the
truck swaying back and
forth like it was losing con-
trol,” Bauer said. Bauer said
he went and looked down
to the water and saw a car
seat and then — about 6
feet (2 meters) away — the
little girl floating. He said he
frantically looked to see if
there were any boats near-
by that could come to her
aid. Af first, he said, "I saw
the little girl and she was on
her back floating perfectly
on her back, arms moving,
legs kicking.” Choking up,
he added, “Then | looked
over to the water and she

had flipped over onto her
stomach and her face was
in the water.” He plunged
in and rescued the girl,
who was airlifted to a hos-
pital in Baltimore, the report
said. Police say the girl is
expected to make a full re-
covery, adding seven oth-
ers in the crash have since
been treated at hospitals
and released. Ocean City
Fire Chief Richard Bowers
called Bauer a “humble
hero” for putting his own life
on the line by plunging into
the shallow water from high
up. “What he did was with-
out question a heroic thing,
and very courageous thing
to jump into over the rail-
ing, down 25 to 30 feet
infto open water,” Bowers
said.d
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Death toll soars to 50 in school bombing in Afghan capital

By RAHIM FAIEZ

Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP)
— Grieving families buried
their dead Sunday follow-
ing a horrific bombing at a
girls’ school in the Afghan
capital that killed 50 peo-
ple, many of them pupils
between 11 and 15 years
old.

The number of wounded in
Saturday’s attack climbed
to more than 100, said In-
terior Ministry spokesman
Tarig Arian. In the western
neighborhood of Dasht-e-
Barchi, families buried their
dead amid angry recrimi-
nafions at a government
they said has failed to pro-
tect them from repeated
aftacks in the mostly Shiite
Muslim neighborhood.

“The government reacts af-
ter the incident, it doesn’t
do anything before the in-
cident,” said Mohammad
Baqir, Alizada, 41, who had
gathered to bury his niece,
Latifa, a Grade 11 student
the Syed Al-Shahda school.
Three explosions outside
the school entrance struck
as students were leaving
for the day, said Arian. The
blasts targeted Afghani-
stan’s ethnic Hazaras who
dominate the Dasht-e-Bar-
chi neighborhood, where
the bombings occurred.
Most Hazaras are Shiite
Muslims. The Taliban denied
responsibility, condemning
the attack and the many
deaths.

The first explosion came
from a vehicle packed with
explosives, followed by two
others, said Arian, adding
that the casualty figures
could sfill rise.

In the capital rattled by
relentless bombings, Safur-
day's attack was among
the worst. Criticism has
mounted over lack of se-
curity and growing fears of
even more violence as the
U.S. and NATO complete
their final military withdraw-
al from Afghanistan.

At Vatican City, in his tra-
ditional Sunday remarks to
faithful in St. Peter’'s Square,
Pope Francis cited the
bombing. “Let us pray for
the victims of the terrorist
aftack in Kabul, an inhu-
mane action that sftruck
so many girls as they were
coming out of school.”

9,2021.

He said. The ponfiff then
added: “May God give Af-
ghanistan peace.”

The Dasht-e-Barchi area
has been hit by several inci-
dents of violence targeting
minority Shiites and most of-
ten claimed by the Islamic
State affiiate operating in
the country. No one has yet
claimed Saturday’s bomb-
ings.

In this same neighborhood
in 2018, a school bombing
kiled 34 people, mostly stu-
dents. In September 2018
a wrestling club was at-
tacked kiling 24 people
and in May 2020 a mater-
nity hospital was brutally
attacked kiling 24 people,
including pregnant women
and infants. And in Octo-
ber 2020, the Kawsar-e-
Danish tutoring center was
atftacked, kiling 30 people.
Most of the attacks were
claimed by the Islamic
State aoffiliate operating in
Afghanistan.

The radical Sunni Muslim
group has declared war
on Afghanistan’s Shiites.
Washington blamed IS for
a vicious aftack last year in
a maternity hospital in the
same area that killed preg-
nant women and newborn
babies.

Soon after the bombing,
angry crowds attacked
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Afghan men bury a victim of deadly bombings on Saturday near a school, at a cemetary west of Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, May

ambulances and even
beat health workers as
they fried to evacuate the
wounded, Health Ministry
spokesman Ghulam Dasti-
gar Nazari said. He had im-
plored residents to cooper-
ate and allow ambulances
free access to the site.
Arian, the Interior Ministry
spokesman, blamed the
aftack on the Taliban de-
spite their denials.

Bloodied backpacks and
schools books lay strewn
outside the Syed Al-Shah-
da school. In the morning,
boys aftend classes in the
sprawling  school com-
pound and in the after-
noon, it's girls’ turn.

On Sunday, Hazara leaders
from Dasht-e- Barchi met to
express their frustration with
the government failure to
protect ethnic Hazaras, de-
ciding to cobble together
a protection force of their
own from among the Haz-
ara community.

The force would be de-
ployed outside schools,
mosques and public facili-
fies and would cooperate
with  government security
forces. The intenfion is to
supplement the local forc-
es, said Parliamentarian
Ghulam Hussein Naseri.
The meeting participants
decided that “there is not

any ofther way, except
for people themselves to
provide their own security
alongside of the security
forces,” said Naseri, who
added that the govern-
ment should provide local
Hazaras with weapons.
Naseri said Hazaras have
been attacked in their
schools, in their mosques
and “it is their right to be
upset. How many more
families lose their loved
onese How many more aft-
tacks against this minority
has to occur in this part of
the city before something is
done?”

One of the students fleeing
the school recalled the at-
tack, the girls’ screams of
the girls, the blood.

“I was with my classmate,
we were leaving the
school, when suddenly an
explosion happened, * said
15-year-old Zahra, whose
arm had been broken by a
piece of shrapnel.

“Ten minutes later there
was another explosion and
just a couple of minutes lat-
er another explosion,” she
said. “Everyone was yell-
ing and there was blood
everywhere, and | couldn’t
see anything clearly.” Her
friend died.

Most of the dozens of in-
jured brought to the EMER-
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GENCY Hospital for war
wounded in the Afghan
capital, “almost all girls and
young women between
12 and 20 years old,” said
Marco Puntin, the hospital’s
program coordinator in Af-

ghanistan.
In a statement following
the attack, the hospital,

which has operated in Ka-
bul since 2000, said the first
three months of this year
have seen a 21 per centin-
crease in war-wounded.
Even as IS has been de-
graded in  Afghanistan,
according fo government
and US officials, it has
stepped-up its attacks par-
ticularly against Shiite Mus-
lims and women workers.
The attack comes days af-
ter the remaining 2,500 to
3,500 American froops of-
ficially began leaving the
counftry. They will be out by
Sept. 11 at the latest. The
pullout comes amid a re-
surgent Taliban, who con-
frol or hold sway over half
of Afghanistan.

The top U.S. military officer
said Sunday that Afghan
government forces face an
uncertain future and pos-
sibly some “bad possible
oufcomes” against Taliban
insurgents as the withdraw-
al accelerates in the com-
ing weeks.[]
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U.S. Navy seizes weapons in Arabian Sea likely bound for Yemen

By JON GAMBRELL
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab Emir-
ates (AP) — The U.S. Navy
announced  Sunday it
seized an arms shipment of
thousands of assault weap-
ons, machines guns and
sniper rifles hidden aboard
a ship in the Arabian Seq,
apparently bound for Ye-
men to support the coun-
tfry’'s Houthi rebels.

An American defense of-
ficial told The Associated
Press that the Navy's inifial
investigation found the ves-
sel came from Iran, again
tying the Islamic Republic
to arming the Houthis de-
spite a United Nations arms
embargo. Iran’s mission to
the U.N. did not immedi-
ately respond to a request
for comment, though Teh-
ran has denied in the past
giving the rebels weapons.
The seizure, one of several
amid the yearslong war
in Yemen, comes as the
U.S. and others fry to end
a conflict that spawned
one of the world’'s worst
humanitarian disasters. The
arms shipment, described
as sizeable, shows that the
war may still have far to run.
The guided-missile cruiser
USS Monterey discovered
the weapons aboard what
the Navy described as a
stateless dhow, a tfradition-
al Mideast sailing ship, in
an operation that began
Thursday in the northern
reaches of the Arabian Sea
off Oman and Pakistan.
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Weapons that the U.S. Navy described as coming from a hidden arms shipment aboard a stateless

dhow are seen aboard the guided-missile cruiser USS Monterey on Saturday, May 8, 2021.

Sailors boarded the vessel
and found the weapons,
most wrapped in green
plastic, below deck.

When laid out on the deck
of the Monterey, the scale
of the find came into focus.
Sailors found nearly 3,000
Chinese Type 56 assault
rifles, a variant of the Ka-
lashnikov. They recovered
hundreds of other heavy
machine guns and shiper
rifles, as well as dozens of
advanced, Russian-made
anfi-tank guided missiles.
The shipments also includ-
ed several hundred rocket-
propelled grenade launch-
ers and opfical sights for
weapons.

The Navy's Mideast-based
5th Fleet did not identify
where the weapons origi-
nated, nor where they
were going. However, an
American defense official
said the weapons resem-
bled those of other ship-
ments interdicted bound-
ed for the Houthis. Based
on interviews with the crew
and material investigated
on board, the sailors de-
tfermined the vessel came
from Iran, said the official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the
ongoing investigation.

“After all illicit cargo was
removed, the dhow was
assessed for seaworthiness,

Associated Press

and after questioning, ifs
crew was provided food
and water before being re-
leased,” the 5th Fleet said
in a stafement.

The seizure marks just the
latest in the Arabian Sea
or Gulf of Aden involving
weapons likely bound to
Yemen. The seizures began
in 2016 and have contin-
ved intermittently through-
out the war, which has
seen the Houthis fire ballis-
tfic missiles and use drones
later linked fo Iran. Yemen
is awash with small arms
that have been smuggled
into poorly controlled ports
over years of conflict.

This recent seizure ap-

peared to be among the
biggest. Tim Michetti, an in-
vestigative researcher who
studies the llicit weapon
frade, also said the ship-
ment bore similarities to the
others.”"The unique blend of
materiel recovered by the
USS Monterey appears to
be consistent with the ma-
teriel from previous inter-
dictions, which have been
linked to Iran,” he said.

Yemen's war began in
September 2014, when the
Houthis seized Sanaa and
began a march south to
fry to seize the entire coun-
fry. Saudi Arabia, along
with the United Arab Emir-
ates and other countries,
entered the war alongside
Yemen's internationally
recognized government in

March 2015. Iran backed
the Houthis, who harass
Saudi Arabia with missile

fire and drone attacks.

The war has killed some
130,000 people, including
over 13,000 civilians slain in
targeted attacks, accord-
ing to the Armed Conflict
Location & Event Project.
The war has seen afroci-
ties from all sides. Saudi
airstrikes using American-
made bombs killed school
children and civilians. The
UAE paid off local al-Qai-
da fighters to avoid fight-
ing and controlled prisons
where tortfure and sexual
abuse was rampant. The
Houthis employ child sol-
diers and indiscriminately
lay landmines.(

By SYLVIE CORBET
Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron
on Sunday expressed
hope that Europe would
rediscover the path of
“great projects, great am-
bitions and great dreams”
as the European Union
launched a wide consul-
tation process meant to
design the shape of the
bloc's future.

Macron spoke as part of
Europe Day, the inaugural
event of the Conference
on the Future of Europe
in the French city of Stras-
bourg.

“What Europe do we want

in 10 years, 15 years from
now?e,” Macron asked in
his opening speech, call-
ing on people to debate
all major issues, from the
bloc’s borders to new in-
stitutions, cultural projects,
education and the fight
against climate change.
The process also aims at
bringing the EU’s complex
decision-making closer to
its 450 million citizens.

He called on Europeans to
get inspired by the United
States to rediscover ways
to “shape the future and
move fast.”

The pandemic has shown
that the EU lacked the
effective tfools to react

E.U. launches conference to debate its future with citizens

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and
French President Emmanuel Macron attend Europe Day
ceremony and the Future of Europe conference at the
European Parliament in Strasbourg, eastern France, Sunday,

May 9, 2021.

Associated Press

wide

year for its vaccination

way of talk about it if we
want fo move beyond

quickly to a continent-
emergency. The
bloc was notably criticized
at the beginning of the

campaign starfing slower
compared fo the U.S. and
the United Kingdom.

“The pandemic has been
fraumatic ... and like all
frauma we need to find a

it,” European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen said. “And there's
no befter way to do that
than by offering prospec-
five, hope and the ability
to change things for the
better.”1
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South Africa’s royal scandal: New Zulu king’s claim disputed

By GERALD IMRAY
Associated Press

CAPE TOWN, South Africa
(AP) — A new Zulu king
was named in South Africa
amid scenes of chaos after
members of the royal fam-
ily questioned Prince Misu-
zulu Zulu's claim to the title
following his father’s death,
and bodyguards suddenly
whisked him away from the
public announcement at
a palace. The controversy
over the next king, a large-
ly ceremonial role but one
with great significance for
South Africa and its 12 mil-
lion Zulu people, has arisen
after the death in March
of King Goodwill Zwelithini,
who had reigned since
1968. Zwelithini apparently
named one of his six wives,

Queen Mantfombi Shiyiwe
Dlamini Zulu, as the ‘“re-
gent of the Zulu kingdom™
in his will, but she died after
holding the title for only a
month, throwing the royal
succession into turmoil.

The commotion broke out
Friday night at the reading
of Queen Mantfombi’s will
and hours after a memorial
service for her. The queen'’s
will  named 4é6-year-old
Prince Misuzulu, her eldest
son with King Zwelithini, as
the heir and next king.

But another prince ob-
jected and interrupted
the announcement at
the KwaKhangelaman-
kengane Royal Palace in
South Africa’s KwaZulu-No-
tal province. Two princess-
es also have questioned

Top judges in Brazil want review
after deadly police raid

A girl takes photos of a protest a day after a deadly police
operation in the Jacarezinho favela of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,

Friday, May 7, 2021.

By DEBORA ALVARES
Associated Press

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — Sev-
eral justices from Braozl's
Supreme Court say a rul-
ing last year that banned
police raids info Rio de Ja-
neiro favelas, or slums, must
now be reviewed after one
of the city’s deadliest po-
lice operations. Brazil's Su-
preme Court issued a ruling
last year prohibiting police
operations in Rio's fave-
las during the pandemic
unless “absolutely excep-
fional.” In a telephone
interview with The Associ-

Associated Press

ated Press on Saturday, Su-
preme Court justice Marco
Aurélio Mello said the May
6 raid should be investigat-
ed, but didn't say whether
it violated the earlier ruling.
Rather, he said that the
court’s ruling should have
been reviewed as the pan-
demic persisted. “The de-
cision stemmed from an
assumption that the injunc-
tion would be temporary
and there would be an ob-
stacle for a few months,”
he said. “The state is the
law. Trafficking really needs
to be fought.”(]

whether the late king's will
gave Queen Mantfombi
the right to nominate a suc-
cessor upon her death.
King Zwelithini reportedly
had 28 children with his dif-
ferent wives, and Queen
Mantfombi was not his first
wife. A dispute over suc-
cession had been brewing
since the late king's death,
fascinating many South Af-
ricans with their very own
royal scandal.

Significant to the dispute is
the fate of the king’'s assets
and the vast amounts of
land traditionally owned by
the Zulu people and now
held in a ftrust. Estimates
say the frust controls nearly
30% of the land in KwaZulu-
Natal province, or around
28,000 square kilometers
(10,810 square miles). The
king is the sole trustee.

B

Prince Misuzulu Zulu, centre, flanked by fellow warriors in

traditional dress at the KwaKhangelamankengane Royal
Palace, during a ceremony, in Nongoma, Friday May 7, 2021.

Earlier on Friday, Prince
Misuzulu, who wore a fro-
ditional leopard-skin head-
band reserved for royalty
and chiefs, called for unity
among the Zulu royals at his
mother’'s memorial service.

Associated Press

“We have no doubt we will
unite as a family,” he said
in a message read out by
his younger sister, Princess
Ntandoyesizwe Zulu. “Let us
emulate the king by being
peaceful.”d
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MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers:
Just infroduced a game changer: Rapid PCR,
minutes not hours to get your results.

PALM BEACH — MedCare’s Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing
Center is your best option for the post vacation CO-
VID-19 test which is now required by the U.S. before
returning home. All passengers going to the United
States, including U.S. citizens, are required to have a
negative (antigen or PCR) COVID-19 test result of a
test taken maximum three days prior to boarding the
flight, or documentation of recovery from COVID-19.
MedCare’s testing centers in and close to the hotels
provide you with an easy and secure solution.

MedCare Clinic, a high-quality medical clinic that is spe-
cialized in urgent care for tourists and that has been ap-
pointed as the national COVID-19 clinic for tourists, and
Laboratorio di Servicio, a full-service modern medical
laboratory with state-of-the-art equipment, have part-
nered up fo provide fast and reliable COVID-19 testing
to all. Laboratorio di Servicio is ISO-15189:2012 accredited
by the Dutch Council for Accreditation (M317).

Rapid PCR

As Aruba resumes to receive more and more visitors each
month, one thing has become very clear: testing is criti-
cal. Thus far Medcare Clinic has been offering high-vol-
ume laboratory testing with results in 24 hours or less. The
newest service on the market is Rapid PCR, where you
receive your results in minutes not hours.

Just steps away from you

The Fit2Fly COVID-19 Testing Centers are located at the
Cove Mall and at the Courtyard Aruba Resort at the mill,
two locations at a stone’s throw from your resort, con-
dominium, or other vacation accommodation.. Walk-ins
are welcome. It is recommended that the tests are done
fimely, as the negative testis only accepted if taken up to
three days before boarding your flight. MedCare Fit2Fly
Testing Center at the Cove Mall is opposite the Holiday
Inn and is open every day for walk-ins from 8am through
10pm. MedCare's other location is situated at The Court-
yard Aruba Resort, is across the street from the RIU Hotel
and is open every day from 8:30am until 12:30pm.

At your hotel

For a selection of hotels/resorts in Aruba, MedCare has setup Testing Centers on site. The
hotels/resorts at which we have a testing site are: Divi All Inclusive, Divi Dutch Village,
Divi Golf, Divi Phoenix, Divi Tamarijn, Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort, Hyatt Regency,
Renaissance, and the Ritz-Carlton Resort. Please contact your front desk for more infor-
mation on our Testing Centers at these properties.

THE COVE

MedCare Clinic

URGENT CARE

Fit2fly o

COVID-19

Testing Center
RIU PALACE

THE MILL RESORT

Costs and timing

Passengers must be tested with a viral test that could be either an Antigen Test or a
nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT), such as the reverse transcription polymerase
chain reaction (PCR). The price for the Antigen Test is only $50, and the PCR Test is avail-
able, for $125, The new rapid PCR will be $150 (results in 30 minutes.) MedCare offers the
easier and substantially cheaper Anfigen Test that is acceptable for travel to the U.S. as
per the CDC guidelines. Pre-travel testing is not covered by the Aruban visitor insurance.
Please contact your insurance company fo verify if testing costs are insured. Results are
e-mailed to you within 24 hours of testing.

Private bookings

For your convenience, Medcare also offers private testing at your accommodation/ho-
tel room for a one-time service fee of $120. This fee covers testing up to 10 people (one
appointment, at one location and a specific fime). Additional persons will be charged
$10 per person.

To book your test in advance, please contact:
Phone: +297 280 0630

Email: info@medcare.aw

For more information on MedCare Testing Centers:
https://medcare.aw/en/covid-19-testing
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Papillon Restaurant presents:
Chef’'s Garden, the butterfly effect of magnificent local food

PALM BEACH —A true once-in-a-lifetime
experience is coming up. The stage: an
Aruban cunucu house creating a magi-
cal ambiance. The play: The Secret Gar-
den; a é-course culinary voyage by a
Michelin-trained chef from Belgium, Griet
Vanbrabant. The content: local products
from local farmers tuned into the most
amazing dishes; leaving you in an en-
chanted state and giving you a memory
that will last a lifetime. Be sure to reserve
this opportunity before others do. This pro-
duction is presented to you by Papillon
Restaurant.

Sometimes combining the best of the best
is a matter of all things falling into place. Ev-
ery Wednesday of March, 2021, from 7p.m.
to 10p.m. you are welcomed to enter a world
where food is a passion. Papillon Restaurant
presents their guest chef, Vanbrabant - who will
be on the island for a limited time period - and
with The Secret Garden menu being a fresh
concept on the island, we're sure you will fall
completely in love with this.

A bit about Griet

Vanbrabant is a passionate chef with over 15
years of experience in fine dining menu de-
velopment, culinary staff management, food
preparation and creative recipe design.

She is educated in classic French Cuisine and
Modern Gastronomy teachings throughout her

B i * =

international career in Michelin star and the
World's 50 Best restaurants such as El Bulli and
Comerc 24 in Barcelona, Pujol in Mexico City,
Rockpool in Australia. Let her entice you with
her succulent, Aruban recipes like they've nev-
er tasted before.

The menu is carefully done with local products,
fresh and perfectly matched with a selection
of wines by local sommeliers. Diet options are
available; please inform them when you make
your reservation.

The Secret Garden & Papillon

This is an in-home dining experience where you
will feel you are part of an exclusive sefting. Pri-
vate culinary events are the owner’s specialty
and their lush, fropical garden is also inviting for
you torelax and indulge in hours of authentic cu-
linarian delights, a heaven to foodies. For more
than a decade, Papillon restaurant has built a
reputation with the fusion of classic French cui-
sine, Dutch and Caribbean flavors. They know
how to thrill and in collaboration with The Secret
Garden we can only expect phenomenal.

For reservations:

Call or WhatsApp: +297 699 5400
Email: info@papillonaruba.com
Facebook Papillon Aruba

?aﬁillow
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A broad research on Aruba’s health care quality
brought forward another Doctor of Law on the island:

Dr. JayburitDijkhoff argues check of health
care quality is sufficient

ORANJESTAD — It is necessary to create a com-
pletely new system to assure that Aruba can
comply with international agreements on the
health care quality rights. That is the conclu-
sion of Dr. Jayburtt Dijkhoff, who was granted
the title Doctor of Law, after defending his thesis
in front of the university committee existing of
members from University Utrecht and University
Groningen (ProfessorDr. J. Sijmons and Profes-
sorDr. J. Hubben) in the Netherlands, as well as
the University of Aruba.

The research on doctoral level is titled “Regula-
tion of quality: the right of quality health care
on Aruba.” This research focused on whether
Aruba is meeting its obligation to ensure the
quality of health care within its own laws, and
if not, what proposals can be made to improve
this. “In general, quality regulation must be
made coherent through a coherent vision of
health care quality.”

Working with the Public Health Department
Dijhoff explains that after finishing his study of
law at the University of Aruba, he has been driv-
en to do aresearch. The opportunity presented
itself in 2012, when he became a legal con-
sultant in the Department of Public Health. As
gained experience in the different aspects of
public health care, he collaborated in introduc-
ing two new laws: “Professions of Health Care”
and “Quality of Public Health Care.” After im-
plementation of both laws, the general opinion
was divided leading to more pressure on the
Aruban government. The government request-
ed more insight on the quality of service at the
hospital and therefore invited Dijkhoff to discuss
this matter. This was when Dijkhoff met Professor
Dr. Hubben, a practical and experienced per-
son whom he approached to be his promoter.
"Professions of Health Care” and "Quality of
Public Health Care” were long expected laws
with the hope that a change would occur in
the island’s health care quality.

The right to high quality health care

Following the standard procedure to achieve
a doctoral, Dikhoff's road to graduation was
not without obstacles. He faced the challenges
of balancing work, study and family. "It was a
wonderful experience, where | learned a lot es-

pecially that good or bad quality leads to good
or bad costum, and eventually to good or bad
results.” His promotional research contains 400
pages and points out that Aruba has the re-
sponsibility to regulate the public health care
system, an essential part of the right to quality
health care.

This has resulted in reformed laws of quality
health care in 2014, based on the quality reg-
ulation of the Netherlands. The result were the
two former mentioned new laws: Professions
in health care” and “Quality of public health
care"”. However the impact of both laws was
not evaluated up to now. The right to quality
health care is drawn in international treaties
but it depends on each country’s national laws
whether they participate in these treaties. First
one needs to determine what defines quality
health care.

Is Aruba complying with its responsibility?

The main question in Dijkhoff’s research is if Aru-
ba is meeting its obligation to ensure the quality
of health care within our own laws, and if nof,
what proposals can be made fo improve this.
The conclusion is that the island is not comply-
ing this obligation.

Aruba’s formal and informal regulation is insuf-
ficiently developed to comply with the obli-
gation of right to quality health care. All laws
steering health care are based on own regula-
fion and furn out to be insufficiently working. In
reality, the laws are outdated or incompletely
implemented which carries the consequences
of failing integration in their area. “Aruba’s laws
are not functioning well and in practice are
based on Dutch guidelines.”

Aruba is falling behind

Dijkhoff analyzed the laws of health care qual-
ity and compared them with the Dutch laws to
determine if Aruba is meeting the requirements
of the right to quality health care. In the Neth-
erlands, these laws are without embargo not
centralized and therefore it is necessary to fol-
low the five steps of development, drawn up by
Professor Dr. Sijmons. After studying the Dutch
laws, Dijkhoff could conclude that Aruba is fall-
ing behind in the regulation on quality health

care. The different laws that determine the re-
quired quality show that the government is un-
able to revise these laws individually. It needed
to revise the system to harmonize each law and
better regulations. Aruba has made an effort
to lay a foundation with the infroduction of the
two new laws, but both are insufficient because
of incomplete implementation and insufficient
harmony. The lack of own regulation is another
obstacle for optimal function of all health care
laws on the island. If we look at the Netherlands
we can see that quality regulations are based
on own laws and this is functioning well.

In need of a fresh approach

Considering that Aruba is not complying with
its obligations, Dijkhoff formulated proposals to
better this situation. The most important one is
the infroduction of a complete new systemat-
ic approach. He recommends to revise each
separate law on quality of health care. Sec-
ondly, Aruba needs to comply with article 2
in the European Convention of Human Rights
elaborating on the right to life. The infroduction
of a legal amendment to assure the right to in-
dependent and impartial investigations in the
case of death of a patient under the responsi-
bility of health care. The Funeral Law and Death
Declaratfion Law must not oblige a doctor to
determine the cause of death at the moment
of death determination.

Dedicated to his father

The evaluation commission consisted of Dr. A.
Brenninkmeijer (University of Utrecht), Dr. Huis-
man (Universityof Utrecht), and Dr. H. Bréring
(University of Groningen, Dr. F. Koenraadt (Uni-
versity of Curacao) and Glenn Thode, rector of
the University of Aruba. Others who supported
this thesis were Dr. CeesHamelink, Dr. Glenn
Sankatsing and Dr. Viola van Bogaert. Dijkhoff
thanked the collaboration of Aruba’s court
house and all people who confributed to the
research and thesis. A special word of thanks
went to his family, particularly to his wife. The
graduationis dedicated to his father who stimu-
lated and guided his son to his final achieve-
ment. 4
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Did U.S. hiring slow because of a ‘labor shortage’?

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
anticipation for the U.S. jobs
report for April, released Fri-
day morning, was high.
Most experts agreed that
after a yearlong pandem-
ic, tens of millions of layoffs
and widespread disease
and death, a likely second
straight month of nearly 1
million added jobs would
send a clear signal: The
economy was bounding
back toward full health af-
ter a devastating recession.
Instead, the report was a
clunker. To nearly every-
one's surprise, employers
added a comparatively
paltry 266,000 jobs, down
drastically from a gain of
770,000 in March, which it-
self was revised down from
an initially much higher fig-
ure of 916,000.

Once the shock wore off,
economists grappled with
a host of questions, starfing
with: What happened last
month — and why?2 What
did the tepid hiring gain say
about the state of the job
market and the economy?
And is there really a labor
shortage?

Q. SO WHY WAS THE JOB
GAIN SO LOW?

A. The broadest explana-
fion is that any time an
economy has to recover
from a severe shock, if isn't
likely to proceed smoothly.
But the pandemic may be
causing a broader reshap-
ing of the economy as
companies, workers and
customers adapt to a new
normal.  Month-to-month
job gains will be choppy.
In fact, the swiftness and
stfrength of the recovery so
far are themselves part of
the cause.

Consumer confidence has
surged, and many compa-
nies report soaring demand
as Americans unleash pent-
up desires to travel, eat out,
and shop. Sales of new cars
and homes are sfill rising.
Yet because the economy
is rebounding faster than
almost anyone thought it
would, many companies
were caught flat-footed.
Surging consumer demand
has caused widespread
shortages of parts and raw
materials, including lumber,
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In this Tuesday, March 2, 2021, file photo, a woman, wearing a protective mask due to the
COVID-19 virus outbreak, walks past the signs of an employment agency, in Manchester, N.H.

semiconductor chips and
even chicken wings.

Now, workers themselves
can be added fo the list
of shortages. Companies
are advertising more jobs
than they were before the
pandemic, when the un-
employment rate was a
50-year low of 3.5%. So they
clearly want to add work-
ers. Yet hiring stumbled in
April because many em-
ployers couldn't attract as
many as they needed.

Q. WHY AREN'T EMPLOYERS
ABLE TO HIRE MORE EASILY?
A. Several things: Millions
of people avoided looking
for a job in April because
they feared becoming in-
fected by the coronavirus,
according fo a govern-
ment survey. About 2 mil-
lion women have stopped
looking for work since the
pandemic, likely because
of disruptions in schooling
and child care. In April, all
the net job growth went to
men; women as a group
lost jobs. In addifion, con-
stfruction companies and
factories have been left
short of parts because of
clogged supply chains and
have had to slow produc-
fion.

Hiring weakened in both
sectors in April.

And some businesses com-
plain that a $300-a-week
federal unemployment
benefit, provided in Presi-
dent Joe Biden's $1.9 fril-
lion rescue package, has
meant that many unem-
ployed people can re-

ceive more income from
unemployment aid than
from their former jobs. Jan
Riggins, who manages two
Express staffing offices in
Fort Worth, Texas, said that
some job seekers have
furned down offers that
paid less than they were re-
ceiving from benefits. She
said health concerns are
also a factor, noting that
the open jobs that allow
working from home, such
as taking customer service
calls, have been quickly
filled.

Q. WILL ALL THESE ISSUES
CONTINUE TO HOLD DOWN
HIRING IN THE COMING
MONTHS?

A. It's possible. But most
economists say they think
April's slowdown will prove
temporary. Daniel Zhao,
senior economist at Glass-
door, an employment
website, notes that Google
searches for jobs had de-
clined from mid-March
and only rebounded in late
April — after the govern-
ment had compiled the
jobs data for last month.
The average workweek
rose last month, evidence
that companies are ask-
ing their employees to work
more and will likely need to
add workers soon.

And the number of first-
fime applications for unem-
ployment aid has dropped
steadily in the past month,
a sign that layoffs are slow-
ing. More people are re-
turning to the job market to
look for work again: About

Associated Press

750,000 people have re-
joined the workforce in the
past two months. All of that
should help employers fill
more jobs.

Q. ARE UNEMPLOYED PEO-
PLE REALLY AVOIDING JOBS
FOR THE EXTRA $300 A WEEK
IN FEDERAL JOBLESS AID?

This is a contentious ques-
fion. One academic re-
search paper has found
that for every 10% increase
in unemployment benefits,
job applications decline by
nearly 4%. Yet last spring,
when the federal jobless
benefit was $600 — twice
as large — nearly 7.7 million
people returned to work.

Many of the unemployed
say the extra benefit does
help them take more time
to seek beftter jobs than
they had before the down-
turn. That impulse can cre-
ate a problem for business
owners and executives,
who offen want to hire im-
mediately. To them, the
surge in customer demand
emerging from the pan-
demic represents an op-
portunity fo win new clients
or increase market share.

On Friday, Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen down-
played the effect of the
additional jobless aid on
the wilingness of the un-
employed to seek work.
She said at a news confer-
ence that in states that pro-
vide higher unemployment
payments, the data shows
the unemployed are actu-
ally more likely to find work
than in states that provide

lower benefits.

Q. IF COMPANIES CAN'T
FIND MORE WORKERS, WHY
NOT OFFER HIGHER PAY?

A. There are signs that
more employers are do-
ing just that. Friday’s jobs
report showed that aver-
age hourly pay rose 0.7% in
April to $30.17. For a single
month, that's a solid gain.
Walmart, Amaozon and
Costco have all broadly
raised their hourly wages
in recent months. Sfill, not
all companies are willing to
do so. Not yet anyway.

Q. ARE OTHER FACTORS
HOLDING DOWN JOB
GROWTH?

A. Many small businesses
closed in the pandemic,
particularly in downtowns
that emptied out as white-
collar workers fled to work
from home. Kristen Broady,
an economist at the Brook-
ings Institution, noted that
some of those companies
have announced that they
will continue to allow their
employees to work from
home, at least for part of
the week. That frend will
likely hurt downtown cof-
fee shops, dry cleaners,
gyms, and restaurants.
“"When you think about
those people,” Broady said,
“their work circumstances
may never go back to pre-
CoviID.”

And Caren Merrick, CEO of
VA Ready, a Virginia-based
job fraining program, said
that many employers ap-
pear too picky about
whom they hire.

Her organization trains laid-
off workers, most from the
restaurant and hotel indus-
fries, for jobs in health care,
manufacturing, and infor-
mation technology. Some
of the trainees who earn
certifications are told by
employers that they lack
experience. Those compa-
nies could do more to find
workers, she said, such as
creating  apprenticeships
or dropping requirements
for college degrees.

"Some companies have
barriers themselves that
prevent them from hir-

ing the people that they
need,” Merrick said. “They
need to make a greater
effort."
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Facebook’s oversight board: Watchdog or distraction?

By BARBARA ORTUTAY and
MATT O’BRIEN

Facebook’s oversight
board, which on Wednes-

AP Technology Writers day upheld the company’s
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s LONGFELLOW
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used

apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

5-10 CRYPTOQUOTE
VA GYRRFQ HUYR DFADOF
RFOO MAK, HAQCB YVC ICFYB
LYV LUYVPF RUF HAQOC.
— QAIJV HJOOIJYGB

Saturday’s Cryptoquote: CHILDREN SHOULD
LEARN THAT READING IS PLEASURE, NOT JUST
SOMETHING THAT TEACHERS MAKE YOU DO IN
SCHOOL. — BEVERLY CLEARY

two O, ete. Single letters,

FACEBOOK

In this April 14, 2020 file photo, the thumbs up Like logo is shown

1Hacker WNay

on a sign at Facebook headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif.

ban of former President
Donald Trump, also had
some harsh words for the
company. Calling Face-
book's indefinite ban of
Trump a “vague, standard-
less penalty,” the board ac-
cused Facebook -- its cor-
porate sponsor -- of seeking
fo “avoid ifs responsibilities”
by asking its quasi-indepen-
dent oversight group to re-
solve the issue.

But critics aren’t convinced
that the board’s decision
represents a friumph of in-
dependence or account-
ability. Many, in fact, see
its narrow focus on one-off
content issues as a distrac-
tfion from deeper problems
such as Facebook’s mas-
sive power, its shadowy al-
gorithms that can amplify
hate and misinformation,
and more serious and com-
plicated questions about
government regulation.
“I's much easier to talk
about Donald Trump” than
about Facebook’s busi-
ness, said Color Of Change
President Rashad Robinson,
a longtime critic of Face-
book. “They want to keep
us in conversation about
this piece of content or that
piece of content, that this is
about freedom of speech
rather than about algo-
rithms amplifying certain
types of content, which has
nothing to do with freedom
of speech.”

The board, Robinson said, is
“is a ruse to stave off regu-
latory action.”

Coming after months of
deliberation and nearly
10,000 public comments
on the matter, the board’s
decision on Trump told
Facebook to specify how
long the suspension of his
account would last, saying

Associated Press

that its “indefinite” ban on
Trump was unreasonable.
The ruling, which gives
Facebook six months to
comply, effectively post-
pones any possible Trump
reinstatement and puts
the onus for that decision
squarely back on the com-
pany. “They made the right
choice,” said Yael Eisen-
stat, a former CIA officer
who worked for six months
in 2018 as Facebook’s
global head for election-in-
tegrity operations for politi-
cal advertising and is now
aresearcher at Betalab.
But the focus on the over-
sight-board process, she
said, gives Facebook ex-
actly what it wants. “We're
diverting our time, atten-
fion and energy away from
the more important discus-
sion about how to hold the
company accountable
for their own tools, designs
and business decisions that
helped spread dangerous
conspiracy theories,” she
said.

Facebook said it has pub-
licly made clear that the
oversight board is not a re-
placement for regulation.
"We established the inde-
pendent Oversight Board
to apply accountabil-
ity and scrutiny of our ac-
fions,” the company said
in a statement. "It is the first
body of its kind in the world:
an expert-led independent
organization with the pow-
er to impose binding deci-
sions on a private social
media company.”

One major source of con-
cern among Facebook
critics: The oversight board
reported that the compa-
ny refused to answer de-
tailed questions about how
its technical features and

advertising-based business
model might also amplify
extremism.

The watchdog group Public
Citizen said it was troubling
that Facebook declined,
for instance, to say how ifs
news feed affected the vis-
ibility of Trump's posts.

“Not everybody sees what
any individual posts, so the
algorithms decide who
sees if, how they see if,
when they see it and Face-
book presumably has all
kinds of information about
the engagement levels,”
said Robert Weissman, the
group’s president.  “The
company owes us all a post
mortem on the way Face-
book is used and operated
— did it amplify what Trump
was saying and confribute
fo the insurrection.”

“The question that every-
body's asking is if Face-
book is in a lucrative mar-
ket and is confronted with
a political leader who in-
cites violence, will Face-
book choose human rights
and human safety above
its bottom line?2" said Chin-
mayi Arun, a fellow at Yale
Law School's Information
Society Project.

“It's fair to say a former U.S.
president is not the only
world leader seen as incit-
ing violence.”

Facebook created the
oversight panel to rule on
thorny content issues fol-
lowing widespread criticism
of its mishandling of mis-
information, hate speech
and nefarious influence
campaigns on ifs platform.
The Trump decision was the
board’s 10th since it began
taking on cases late last
year. The board’s nine pre-
vious decisions have tend-
ed to favor free expression
over the restriction of con-
tent.

The company funds the
board through an ‘“inde-
pendent frust.” Its 20 mem-
bers, which will eventually
grow to 40, include a former
prime minister of Denmark,
the former editor-in-chief of
the Guardian newspaper,
plus legal scholars, human
rights experts and journal-
ists. The first four board
members were directly
chosen by Facebook.
Those four then worked
with Facebook fo select
additional members.]
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China says most rocket debris burned up

In this April 29, 2021, file photo released by China’s Xinhua News Agency, a Long March 5B rocket
carrying a module for a Chinese space station lifts off from the Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site
in Wenchang in southern China’s Hainan Province.

BEUJING (AP) — China’s
space agency said a core
segment of ifs biggest rock-
et reentered Earth’s atmo-
sphere above the Mal-
dives in the Indian Ocean
and that most of it burned
up early Sunday. Harvard
astrophysicist Jonathan
McDowell, who tracked
the tumbling rocket part,
said on Twitter, “An ocean
reentry was always statisti-
cally the most likely. It ap-
pears China won its gam-
ble... But it was still reck-
less.” People in Jordan,
Oman and Saudi Arabia
reported sightings of the
Chinese rocket debris on
social media, with scores
of users posting footage of
the debris piercing the ear-
ly dawn skies over the Mid-
dle East. Usually, discarded
rocket stages reenter the
atmosphere soon after lift-
off, normally over water,
and don't go info orbit.
China’s  official  Xinhua
News Agency later clari-
fied that reentry occurred
Sunday at 10:24 a.m. Bei-
jing fime. “The vast major-
ity of items were burned
beyond recognition during
the reentry process,” the
report said.

Despite that, NASA Ad-
ministrator Sen. Bill Nelson
issued a statement saying:
“Itis clear that China is fail-
ing tfo meet responsible
standards regarding their
space debris.”

The roughly 30-meter (100-

foot) long rocket stage is
among the biggest space
debris to fall to Earth. Chi-
na's space program, with
its close military links, hasn't
said why it put the main
component of the rocket
into space rather than al-
lowing it to fall back to
earth soon after discharg-
ing its payload, as is usual
in such operations.

The Long March 5B rocket
carried the main module
of China’s first permanent
space stafion — Tianhe,
or Heavenly Harmony —
into orbit on April 29. China
plans 10 more launches to
carry additional parts of
the space station into orbit.
An 18-ton rocket that fell

Associated Press

last May was the heavi-
est debris to fall uncon-
frolled since the former
Soviet space station Salyut
7 in 1991. China'’s first-ever
space station, Tiangong-1,
crashed into the Pacific
Ocean in 2016 after Bei-
jing confirmed it had lost
control. In 2019, the space
agency controlled the de-
molition of its second sta-
tion, Tiangong-2, in the at-
mosphere. Both had been
briefly occupied by Chi-
nese astronauts as precur-
sors to China's permanent
station, now under con-
struction. In March, debris
from a Falcon 9 rocket
launched by U.S. aeronau-
tics company SpaceX fell
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during reentry

to Earth in Washington and
on the Oregon coast.
China was heavily crifi-
cized after sending a mis-
sile to destroy a defunct
weather satellite in Janu-
ary 2007, creating a large
field of hazardous delbris
imperiling satellites and
other spacecraft.(d

FOR SALE
Alto Vista Real Estate
Small Cozy House in Noord
$170k 2bds/1bath
700 ft2
+ Unfinished studio apt.
www.altovista.aw
Call + 297 747 0827
214110

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:
Sta. Cruz  Tel. 585 8028
San Nicolas:
San Lucas Tel. 584 5119

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002

Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
/Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Review: Jason Statham, Guy Ritchie reunite and have a blast

By MARK KENNEDY

AP Entertainment Writer
Jason Statham says very,
very liffle in his new fim.
The English actor must
have only need to memo-
rize about three pages of
dialogue. But, as always,
he's very expressive with
his hands. And the guns in
them.

“You ain't much for talking,
are you, Mary Poppinse”
he is asked in a locker room
taunt. What's your guess
that whoever said that is
going to survive this movie?
Steely Statham reunites
with  director-writer  Guy
Ritchie for a stylish revenge-
heist mashup “Wrath of
Man,” building on a part-
nership that has previously
produced “Lock, Stock
and Two Smoking Barrels,”
“Snatch” and “Revolver.”
Both men are in their ideal
element in “Wrath of Man”
— Statham on a cool and
consistent murder spree of
bad guys and Ritchie cap-
turing it all with his kinetic
flmmaking style and rest-
less camera.

Loosely based on the 2004
French fim "Cash Truck,”
the story starts with the
messy, bloody assault on
a Los Angeles armored
fruck hauling money and
thrillingly returns again and
again to this key moment.

This image released by Metro Goldwyn Mayer Pictures shows Jason Statham in a scene from
“Wrath of Man,” a film by Guy Ritchie.

Statham is hired as a guard
in the aftermath of the at-
tack and soon shines at
Fortico Security, mainly be-
cause he is so deadly that
he kills would-be thieves
— including a moonlight-
ing Post Malone — without
ever crouching or dodg-
ing. He just walks straight
toward them, pumping
bullets and never misses.
Someone calls him “unam-
biguously precise.”

It turns out that this guy is
not the overqualified secu-
rity officer we thought. He's
undercover on a mission
to avenge his son’s death.
“l do bear a grudge,” he
admits in one of the few
moments he speaks. (A co-
worker has a more extreme
observation: “I'm starting to

think he’s a psychopath.”)
The screenplay — co-writ-
ten by Ritchie, lvan Atkinson
and Marn Davies — leans
on a classic Ritchie trick of
scrambling time by jump-
ing ahead and then back.
That adds a little faux-Euro-
pean chic to what is pretty
much a predictable Yan-
kee formula.

Viewers are given help-
ful fitle cards — like "Five
Months Later” and “Five
Months Earlier” — but they
often seem to conflict with
each other and also step
on the extensive very-
Ritchie chapter titles (“Bad
Animals, Bad” and “Liver,
Lungs, Spleen & Heart").
Ritchie's love of colorful
nicknames is also again
evident — look for guys

Associated Press

named “Boy Sweat Dave”
and “Bullet” — and his ultra-
violence set to discordant
music has not dimmed: Lis-
ten to "Folsom Prison Blues”
while a man is being beat-
en with his head in a plastic
bag.

“Wrath  of Man” finds
Ritchie in a moody midlife
mood, his urge to be quirk-
ily unpredictable now con-
tained, even as his camera
sfill swings around, going
backward, ahead or soar-
ing above. There is men-
ace, a dull darkness and
stillness, as if he's watched
“Heat” too many times.
The film starts to leak mo-
mentum like drops
of blood from a body
pumped with bullets — un-
fil we are infroduced to a

new armed robbery crew
led by “Burn Notice” star
Jeffrey Donovan. Perfect
for a heist flick, he virtually
swipes the film from under
Statham’s glare.
Donovan’'s crew is made
up of disgruntled U.S. mili-
tary men whose refurn to
civilian life hasn’'t gone
smoothly, so they turn to
crime. “It's a lot more prof-
itable than kiling Arabs,”
one says helpfully.

These military guys make
good criminals since they
adore recon and planning.
They have their sights on a
big heist at Fortico Security
but their bravado is under-
cut when their crime-scene
diorama uses toy cars
with hand-lettered labels
reading “SWAT.” Also their
choice of silver Prius as their
getaway ride is welcome
news to the small commu-
nity of both criminally in-
clined but environmentally
conscious.

A showdown between
Donovan and Statham is in
the cards, though Statham
is warned by the opposing
robbers that, “Today is not
the day to be a hero.” Alas,
it'sin his DNA. He IS going to
be the hero today, despite
what seems like a deflating
ending and a lot of spent
casings. But he's a hero
with few words.[

By CHEVEL JOHNSON
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Fans
of the sweet, melodic
sounds of New Orleans’
legendary vocalist Aaron
Neville won't have many
opportunities to hear him
live from now on.

In posts Thursday on his
official website and via
social media, Neville an-

ment from touring.

barking on multi-date fours
is no longer appealing.

me to stop ripping and
ile wrote.

tfo beam me from show to
show but no such luck. ...

nounced his official retire-

Now 80, Neville said em-

“The fime has come for
running on the road,” Nev-

“I waited for
someone to invent a way

Unfortunately, the gruel-

In this Saturday, Jan. é, 2018 file

photo, Singer Aaron Neville

performs during A Concert For Island Relief at Radio City Music

Hall in New York.

ing nature of travel and
the schedule needed
to make a ftour work has
become less than desir-
able. The current climate
of our world brought me
many realizations. Life is

Associated Press

short and I'd like to spend
my remaining time on this
earth being less hurried.”
Still, Neville said his love for
singing has not waned.

“It provides so much joy
for me, at least as much

R&B singer Aaron Neville, 80, retires from touring

as for those listening, if not
more,” he said. “Don’t see
this as a permanent good-
bye, by the grace of God,
I will keep making more
music and may show up at
a special event or concert
down the road,” he prom-
ises. Neville hasn’'t per-
formed live since March
2020, when the corona-
virus pandemic caused
concerts to come to an
abrupt halt in the U.S. In-
stead, he has livestreamed
solo performances from
Frevile Farm, the 12-acre
home in upstate New York
where he and his wife,
photographer Sarah A.
Friedman, have lived since
2013. The virus is of great
concern to Neville, whose
old age and asthma
makes him especially at

risk of developing a severe
case of COVID-19.

“I don't want to get sick,”
Neville said in an article
last year written for AARP.
“So, | canceled my tour
dates and we've been
home and isolated on our
farm in New York."”
Neville's solo career flour-
ished after the 1966 re-
lease of “Tell It Like It Is”
and a later collaboration
with Linda Ronstadt on
“Don’'t Know Much” and
“All My Life.”

He also garnered much
of his fame from his work
with the Neville Brothers,
an R&B, funk and soul
group that was based in
his hometown of New Or-
leans and also consisted
of his brothers Art, Charles
and Cyril. ]
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Medina Spirit could lose Ky. Derby wm

By GARY B. GRAVES

AP Sports Writer
LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) —
Medina Spirit’s victory in
the Kentucky Derby is in
serious jeopardy because
of a failed postrace drug
test, one that led Churchill
Downs to suspend Hall of
Fame trainer Bob Baffert on
Sunday in the latest scan-
dal to plague the sport.
Baffert denied all wrong-
doing and promised to
be fully tfransparent with
the Kentucky Horse Rac-
ing Commission during its
investigation. Baffert's barn
received word Saturday
that Medina Spirit had test-
ed positive for an exces-
sive amount of the steroid
betamethasone, which is
sometimes used to treat
pain and inflammation in
horses.

Medina Spirit's win over
Mandaloun in the Derby
stands — for now.

“To be clear, if the find-
ings are upheld, Medina
Spirit’s results in the Ken-
tucky Derby will be invali-
dated and Mandaloun
will be declared the win-
ner,” Churchill Downs of-
ficials said in a statement
shortly after Baffert held a
hastily planned morning
news conference outside
his barn to announce and
respond to the allegations.
The track said failure to
comply with the rules and
medication protocols jeop-
ardizes the safety of horses
and jockeys, the sport’s
integrity and the Derby'’s
reputation.

“"Churchill Downs will not
tolerate it,” the statement
read. “Given the serious-
ness of the alleged of-
fense, Churchill Downs will
immediately suspend Bob
Baffert, the trainer of Medi-
na Spirit, from entering any
horses at Churchill Downs
Racetrack.”

Medina Spirit is expected
fo run in the Preakness on
Saturday, barring some
abrupt change in plans or
a decision from officials at
Pimlico or Maryland’s rac-
ing commission that would
prevent him from entering
the second jewel of the
Triple Crown.

Officials from 1/ST Racing,
a branding arm of the Stro-
nach Group that owns and
operates Pimlico, and the

Maryland Jockey Club said
Sunday they would consult
with state authorities and
that "any decision regard-
ing the entry of Medina
Spirit in the 146th Preakness
Stakes will be made after
review of the facts.” Offi-
cials rescheduled the post
position draw for Tuesday
afternoon, moving it back
a day in light of the uncer-
tainty.

“I got the biggest gut-
punch in racing for some-
thing that | didn’t do,” Baf-
fert said of the failed drug
test. “*And it’s disturbing. It's
an injustice to the horse. ...
| don’t know what's going
on in racing right now, but
there's something not right.
| don't feel embarrassed.
| feel like | was wronged.
We're going to do our own
investigation. We're go-

ing to be transparent with
the racing commission, like
we've always been.

“He's a great horse. He
doesn't deserve this. He
ran a gallant race,” Baffert
added.

The only horse to be dis-
qualified for medication
after winning the Derby is
Dancer’'s Image in 1968.
Medina Spirit is Baffert’s fifth
horse known to have failed
a drug test in just over a
year.

Flanked by his attforney
Craig Robertson, Baffert
said his barn was told that
Medina Spirit was found
tfo have 21 picograms of
betamethasone — slightly
more than double what
the trainer said was the
allowable amount — in a
postrace sample.
Betamethasone is the

Everyday triple points
ORCHID CASINO

Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin)
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE

for you and your party.

l.‘

frack bans Baffer’r

Jockey John Velazquez, left, watches as trainer Bob Baffert
holds up the winner's trophy after they victory with Medina Spirit
in the 147th running of the Kentucky Derby at Churchill Downs,
Saturday, May 1, 2021, in Louisville, Ky.

same drug that was found
in the system of Gamine,
another Baffert-trained
horse who finished third
in the Kentucky Oaks last
September. Gamine was
eventually disqualified from

Associated Press

that finish because of that
test and Baffert was fined
$1,500. Betamethasone is
legal under Kentucky rac-
ing rules, though it must be
cleared 14 days before a
horse races.(]

Totally sanitized table and chips.

Call 525 7777 ext.209
to make a reservation.
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Buﬂer sirong down stretch, Heat hold off Celtics 130-124

Miami Heat's Jimmy Buﬂer (22) shoots at the basket as Boston
Celtics’ Evan Fournier (94) tries to block in the second half of a
basketball game, Sunday, May 9, 2021, in Boston.

Associated Press

By KYLE HIGHTOWER

AP Sports Writer

BOSTON (AP) — Jimmy But-
ler had 26 points and 11
assists fo help the Miami
Heat hold off the Boston
Celtics 130-124 Sunday as
the teams fight for position
in the tight Eastern Confer-
ence playoff race.

Duncan Robinson added
22 points and Bam Ade-
bayo finished with 20 for
Miami, which increased its
lead over Boston tfo two
games for sixth place in the
standings. The Heat (37-31)

now have the same record
as fifth-place Aflanta, but
the Hawks own the head-
to-head fiebreaker.

It is the first of two straight
games between Miami
and Boston, which meet
for the final time during the
regular season on Tuesday.
“It always feels great win,”
Butler said. “But | don’t think
that we closed the game
like we're supposed to or
capable of either. So at the
same time we've gof to be
better.”

Evan Fournier scored 30

points to lead the Celfics
(35-33), who have lost three
out of four as they try to
avoid the play-in round of
the playoffs. Jayson Tatum
added 29 points and Kem-
ba Walker finished with 18.

Boston struggled offen-
sively without All-Star Jay-
len Brown, who missed his
third straight game with a
sprained right ankle. Big
man Robert Williams Il tried
to play through turf toe in his
left foot, scoring four points
in 11 minutes in the first half.
But he labored oniit at fimes
and was scratched for the
second half.

“When we're not com-
pletely engaged for what-
ever reason, we're just not
good,” Celtics coach Brad
Stevens said. “When we're
completely engaged,
we're a good basketball
feam. When we're not,
we're not even close to be-
ing able to compete with
anybody, let alone a team
like Miami."”

Miami led by as many as 26
in the first half before Bos-
ton stormed back, opening
the third quarter on a 22-8
run fo get within 12 poinfs.

The Celtics kept chipping
away and cut it all the way
fo 113-107 with 4:51 to play
on a layup by Walker.

It was 118-109 when Fourni-
er got free in the corner for
a 3. But Robinson answered
with his own 3 on Miami's
ensuing possession to push
the lead back to 121-112.
Walker turned it over on
Boston’s next trip and Ade-
bayo scored on a put back
fo get the lead back to
double digits. Despite hav-
ing its lead eroded in the
second half, Heat coach
Erik Spoelstra he liked the
early effort. “The menu was
diverse and a lot fo guys
felt like they were in rhythm
and involved. That's when
we're at our best. When
there's a lot of different
threats,” Spoelstra said.
Knicks 104, Clippers 100
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Der-
rick Rose scored 25 points
off the bench, Reggie Bull-
ock added 24 and the
New York Knicks beat the
Los Angeles Clippers 106-
100 on Sunday to snap an
eight-game skid at Staples
Center.

Bullock made five 3-point-

ers against his former team
and RJ Barrett had four on
his way fo 18 points. The
Clippers are the NBA's best
3-point shooting squad, but
they were just 12 of 35.
Kawhi Leonard led the Clip-
pers with 29 points. Paul
George added 18 and
Nicolas Batum had 13 as
the playoff-bound team’s
two-game winning streak
ended in its home finale of
the regular season.

The Knicks led by 10 early
in the fourth, when they
made three 3-pointers, and
the Clippers dissolved in
miscues and misses.
Leonard returned to the
game with 5 1/2 minutes
left, scoring five in a row to
pull the Clippers to 96-%0.
He and George combined
to score all of the Clippers’
final 15 points. Leonard’s
3-pointer cut the Knicks'
lead to 104-100, but Tqj
Gibson made a pair of free
throws to seal it.

Julius Randle finished with
14 points and 14 rebounds
for the Knicks, who had
plenty of supporters cheer-
ing despite the limited
attendance.l

Merlier sprints to 1st ever stage win, Ganna keeps Glro Iead

NOVARA, ltaly (AP) — Bel-
gian cyclist Tim Merlier won
a bunch sprint at the end
of the second stage of the
Giro d'ltalia on Sunday to
claim his first ever Grand
Tour stage victory, while
Filippo Ganna retained the
leader’s pink jersey.
Merlier, who rides for Alpe-
cin-Fenix, launched his
sprint with 200 meters re-
maining of the mainly flat
179-kilometer (111-mile)
route from Stupinigi to No-
vara and managed fo
edge out the Italian duo of
Giacomo Nizzolo and Elia
Viviani.

The 28-year-old Merlier
liffed his hands above his
head in the shape of a

"W at the finish in tribute
to Wouter Weylandt, on
the 10th anniversary of the
day the Belgian cyclist died
while racing at the Giro in
2011.

“l paid fribute to Wouter
Weylandt on the line. |
knew him from the Schelde
peloton,” Merlier said. *I
knew he was a good sprint-
er. | was in a fraining camp
in the Ardennes 10 years
ago at the fime, it was a
very emotional day.
“Today's sprint was very
hectic ... I've done nice
sprints before but this one is
my best victory so far”.
Ganna, who won the
opening stage time ftrial,
managed fo slightly ex-

tend his lead in the overall
standings after earning a
three-second fime bonus in
the intermediate sprint. The
Ineos Grenadiers rider is 13
seconds ahead of Italian
compatriot Edoardo Affini
and 16 seconds ahead of
Tobias Foss of Norway.

“I did the time bonus sprint
just to take it away from the
others, thinking of the com-
ing days if Egan (Bernal) or
Pavel (Sivakov) are fighting
for the Maglia Rosa (lead-
er's pink jersey),” Ganna
said.

“I enjoyed hearing the
crowd of Piedmont yelling
my name today. We know
tomorrow is a perfect stage
for Peter Sagan.”

Fl-

Belgium’s Tim Merlier, left, sprints to win the second stage of the
Giro d’ltalia, tour of ltaly cycling race from Stupinigi to Novara,

Italy, Sunday, May 9, 2021.

Monday’s third stage is a
190-kilometer (118-mile)
route from Biella to Canale,
with  three  categorized

Associated Press

climbs along the way.

The Giro finishes on May 30
in Milan with an individual
time trial..Q



