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Top general drops opposition to change in sex assault policy
Tl

By ROBERT BURNS

AP National Security Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — In @
potentially significant shift
in the debate over com-
bating sexual assault in the
military, the nation's fop
general says he is dropping
his opposition to a proposal
to take decisions on sexual
assault prosecution out of
the hands of commanders.
Gen. Mark Milley, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, stopped short of
endorsing the changes
recommended by an in-
dependent review panel.
But in an inferview with
The Associated Press and
CNN, Milley said he is now
open to considering them
because the problem of
sexual assault in the military
has persisted despite other
efforts to solve it.

"We've been at it for years,
and we haven't effectively
moved the needle," he
said.

"We have to. We must." The
comments by Milley, as ar-
guably the most influential
officer and as the senior
military adviser to Defense
Secretary Lloyd Austin and
to President Joe Biden, are
likely to carry considerable
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Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Mark Milley arrives to the chamber ahead of President Joe Biden speaking to a joint session of Congress,
Wednesday, April 28, 2021, in the House Chamber at the U.S. Capitol in Washington.

weight among fthe service
chiefs and add to momen-
tum for the change.

Austin, himself a former sen-
ior commander and former
vice chief of the Army, has
not publicly commented

on the review commission's
proposal, but it is his crea-
fion and thus its recom-
mendations are seen as
especially weighty.

Lawmakers are also step-
ping up pressure for the

change.

Milley said he would reserve
judgment on the proposal
to take prosecution author-
ity on sexual assault cases
away from commanders
until the review commission

Associated Press

has finished its work and its
recommendations are fully
debated within the military
leadership.
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Top general drops opposition to change in sex assault policy

Continued from Front

The review commission
submitted its inifial recom-
mendations fo Austin late
last month. Officials have
said they expect him to
give service leaders about
a month fo review and re-
spond.

The review panel said that
for certain special victims
crimes, designafed inde-
pendent judge advocates
reporting to a civilian-led
office of the Chief Special
Victim Prosecutor should
decide two key legal ques-
tions: whether to charge
someone and, ultimately,
if that charge should go to
a court martial. The crimes
would include sexual as-
sault, sexual harassment
and, potentially, certain
hate crimes.

This goes against long-
standing and vehement
Pentagon opposition to
such moves.

"I was adamantly opposed
to that for years," Miley
said, speaking during a
military flight Sunday. "But
| haven't seen the needle
move" — referring to a fail-
ure to reduce the number
of reported sexual assaults.
Indeed, in response to
policy questions for his July
2019 Senate  confirma-
tion hearing, Milley wrote:

In this Feb. 10, 2021, file photo, President Joe Biden walks with
Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Mark Milley, second from left, and
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin as he arrives at the Pentagon in
Washington.

"Commanders must retain
the ability fo hold all service
members in their formation
accountable for their ac-
tions. The authority to disci-
pline service members, to
include convening courts-
martial, is an important tool
that enables commanders
to fulfill their responsibility to
their people and to estab-
lish an appropriate culture
where victims are freated
with dignity and respect."

In his comments Sunday,
Milley said he has shifted his
thinking in part because he
is concerned by indications
of a lack of confidence by
junior enlisted service mem-
bers in the fairness of sexual
assault case outcomes. He

Associated Press

said this amounts to an ero-
sion of confidence in the
military chain of command.
"That's really bad for our
military if that's true, and
survey and the evidence
indicate it is true," he said.
"That's areally bad situation
if the enlisted force — the
junior enlisted force — lacks
confidence in their chain of
command o be able o ef-
fectively deal with the issue
of sexual assault."

Sexual assault has long
plagued the military, frig-
gered widespread con-
gressional condemnao-
fion and frustrated military
leaders struggling to find
prevention, freatment and
prosecution efforts  that

work. The most recent of
the Defense Department's
biennial anonymous sur-
veys, done in 2018, found
that more than 20,000 serv-
ice members said they ex-
perienced some type of
sexual assault, but only a
third of those filed a formal
report. Formal reports of
sexual assaults have stead-
ily gone up since 2006, in-
cluding a 13% jump in 2018
and a 3% increase in 2019,
according fo Pentagon
data. The 2020 data is not
yet available.

There have been a number
of changes in the Uniform
Code of Military Justice
over the last decade to
add more civilian oversight
to the military's prosecu-
tion of sexual assault cases
and to beef up assistance
for victims. But, lawmakers,
including Sen. Kirsten Gilli-
brand, have long demand-
ed a more concrete shift,
arguing that commanding
officers should be stripped
of the authority to decide
whether serious crimes go
to frial.

Those commanders, Gil-
librand and others argue,
are often reluctant to pur-
sue charges against their
tfroops, and overrule rec-
ommendations for courts
martial or reduce the
charges. And they say that

victims consistently say they
are reluctant to file com-
plaints because they don't
believe they'll get support
from their superiors since
often their attackeris in the
chain of command.

Taking that prosecution
authority away from com-
manders, however, is seen
in the military as eroding
a basic principle — that
a commander obligated
fo maintain order and dis-
cipline among his froops
must have the authority to
decide when to prosecute
cases. Thus Gillibbrand was
met with widespread resist-
ance among senior offic-
ers.

Milley said he now wel-
comes "a fresh set of eyes"
from the review commis-
sion, whose members he
has spoken with directly.
"We want that" he said,
adding that he is "very
open" to any and all ideas
the commission puts forth.
"I'm confident that the rec-
ommendations of the inde-
pendent review commis-
sion — I'm confident they!'ll
develop evidence-based
solutions, and that would
be important as we go for-
ward," he said.

Milley said it would be un-
realistic to think that sexual
assault in the military can
be fully eliminated.(d
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Judges hear arguments over Census’ contentious privacy tool

By KIM CHANDLER and MIKE
SCHNEIDER

Associated Press
MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) —
The fight over whether the
U.S. Census Bureau can use
a confroversial  stafistical
fechnique to keep peo-
ple’s information private in
the numbers used for draw-
ing political districts on
Monday went before a ju-
dicial panel which must de-
cide if the method provides
enough data accuracy.

A panel of three federal
judges was hearing ar-
guments on whether the
method known as “differ-
enfial privacy” meets the
federal legal requirement
for keeping private the
personal information  of
people who participated
in the 2020 census while sfill
allowing the numbers to be
sufficiently accurate for the
highly-partisan process of
redrawing  congressional
and legislative districts.
Because a panel of three
federal judges will decide
the matter, any appedl
could go straight to the Su-
preme Court.

This first major challenge
to the Census Bureau's
use of differential privacy
comes in the lawsuit filed
by the state of Alabama
and three Alabama politi-
cians over the statistical
agency'’s decision to delay
the release of data used
for drawing congressio-
nal and legislative districts.
Normally, the redistricting

Rows of homes, are shown in suburban Salt Lake City, on April 13, 2019. Utah is one of two Western
states known for rugged landscapes and wide-open spaces that are bucking the frend of sluggish

U.S. population growth.

data is released at the end
of March, but the Census
Bureau pushed the dead-
line to sometime in August,
at the earliest, because of
delays caused by the pan-
demic.

Alabama claims the de-
lay was caused by the bu-
reau’s attempt to imple-
ment differential privacy,
which the state’s attorneys
say will result in inaccurate
redistricting numbers. At
least 16 other states back
Alabama’s challenge,
which is asking the judges
for a preliminary injunction
to stop the Census Bureau
from implementing the
statistical technique. Ala-
bama also wants the agen-
cy to release the redistrict-

ing data by July 31.
Alabama  Solicitor  Gen-
eral Edmund LaCour told
the judges that the Cen-
sus Bureau should return
fo a previous method for
protecting privacy where
easily identifiable charac-
teristics in a household are
swapped with data from
another household.

“Small changes matter
when you are dividing up
power,” LaCour said.

The judges questioned the
solicitor general about why
Alabama had not tried to
stop differential privacy
sooner, but LaCour said it
was not ready to be chal-
lenged until last year and
it was not clear earlier how
“"dangerous” it would be.

Associated Press

Civilrights advocates, state
lowmakers and redistrict-
ing experts have raised
concerns that differential
privacy will produce inac-
curate data for drawing
districts, and that will result
in a skewed distribution of
political power and federal
funds.

They also worry it willmake it
difficult to comply with sec-
tions of the Voting Rights
Act requiring the drawing
of  majority-minority  dis-
tricts when racial or ethnic
groups make up a majority
of a community.
Differential privacy adds
mathematical *“noise,” or
intentional errors, to the
data to obscure any given
individual's identity while

still  providing statistically
valid information. Bureau
officials say the change is
needed fto prevent data
miners from matching in-
dividuals to confidential
details that have been
rendered anonymous in
the massive data release.
In a test using 2010 census
data, which was released
without the obscuring tfech-
nique, bureau statisticians
said they were able to re-
identify 17% of the U.S. pop-
ulation using information in
commercial databases.
But University of Minnesota
demographer Steven Rug-
gles said in a court filing
that would be impossible to
do without access to inter-
nal, non-public Census Bu-
reau data.

Department of Justice at-
torney Elliott Davis, repre-
senting the Census Bureau,
fold the judges that pre-
vious methods of privacy
protection were not robust
enough against data min-
ers who could “reverse en-
gineer” the data.

The delay in the release
of the redistricting data
has sent states scrambling
for alternative plans such
as using other data, utiliz-
ing previous maps, rewrit-
ing laws dealing with the
deadlines or asking courts
to extend deadlines. The
state of Ohio filed a similar
lawsuit over the changed
deadlines. A federal judge
dismissed the case, but
Ohio has appealed.]

By JAKE BLEIBERG

Associated Press

DALLAS (AP) — Are the
leaders of the National
Rifle Association abusing
the legal system fo duck
accountability  for their
mismanagement?e Or
are they making a legiti-
mate move to reorganize
in the face of an aftack
from politicians bent on
dismantling the powerful
gun-rights group?

A federal judge in Dallas
was left to weigh those
competing narratives
Monday during closing
arguments in the NRA's
bankruptcy ftrial. Judge
Harlin Hale did not imme-

diately indicate when he
expects to rule in the case
over whether the NRA can
move its incorporation
from New York fo Texas.
Lawyers for the NRA and
the state of New York
clashed on how fo inter-
pret the case, buf they
broadly agreed its out-
come will define the future
of an organization that has
long dominated Amer-
ica’s gun debate. The
NRA filed for bankruptcy in
January, five months after
New York's Democratic
aftorney general sued in a
separate effort to disband
the group over alleged fi-
nancial abuses.

The case was set to close
Monday after 11 days of
arguments and testimony
that laid bare the NRA's
inner workings and of-
fered a rare window into
the work of its embattled
and notoriously secrefive
leader, Wayne LaPierre.
The competing sides left
Hale with a variety of ways
to resolve the Chapter 11
proceeding.

Lawyers for New York and
Ackerman McQueen, an
Oklahoma City-based
advertising agency that
says the NRA owes it more
than $1 million, cast the
case as a desperate but
clumsy abuse of federal

Judge hears closing arguments in NRA bankruptcy trial

bankruptcy law to stymie
the work of New York reg-
ulators and law enforce-
ment. They asked that it
be dismissed or that Hale
appoint a frustee to over-
see the NRA. The NRA's
aftorney portrayed those
options as potential death
blows to the 150-year-old
organization and asked
the judge to let it proceed
with reorganizing. He ar-
gued that the allegations
of financial abuse were
exaggerated and that the
NRA has gone through a
“course correction.” He
said the case would facili-
tate a legitimate move fo
a state where the group is

supported and was not an
effort to duck New York’s
suit. Though headquar-
tered in Virginia, the NRA
was chartered as a non-
profit in New York in 1871.
Moving its incorporation to
Texas would complicate
New York's case against
the group.

A small group of NRA
board members who
have been skeptical of
LaPierre’s leadership also
weighed in, asking the
judge to appoint someone
to investigate the man-
agement and workings of
the NRA and to report their
findings to the 76-member
board.]




TUESDAY 4 MAY 2021 I u s N Ews

Storms spawn twisters in M|$$|$$|pp| kill driver in Georgia

By ROGELIO V. SOLIS
Associated Press

YAZOO CITY, Miss. (AP) —
Severe storms spawning
multiple tornadoes moved
across the South on Mon-
day, damaging homes
and uprooting trees from
Mississippi to Kentucky. A
tornado spotted in Atlanta
forced thousands fto seek
shelter, and one man was
kiled when a falling tree
brought power lines onto
his vehicle.

The motorist was pro-
nounced dead affer fire
crews cut him from the ve-
hicle in Douglasville, Geor-
gia, west of Aflanta, Doug-
las County spokesman Rick
Martin told reporters. No
other details were immedi-
ately released.

The weather first turned
rough in Mississippi on Sun-
day, where just south of
Yazoo City, Vickie Savell
was left with only scraps
of the brand new mobile
home where she and her
husband had moved in just
eight days ago. It had been
liffed off its foundation and
moved about 25 feet (7.6
meters). It was completely
destroyed.

“"Oh my God, my first new
house in 40 years and it's
gone,” she said Monday,
amid tree fops strewn
about the neighborhood
and the roar of chainsaws
as people worked to clear
roads.
Savell
from

had been away
home, atftending

The remains of two mobile homes are shown early Monday, May 3, 2021, in Yazoo County, Miss.

church, but her husband
Nathan had been driving
home and hunkered down
in the front of his fruck as
the home nearby was de-
stroyed. From there, he
wafched his new home
blow past him, he said.
Nearby, Garry McGinty
recalled being at home
listening to birds chirping
— then dead silence. He
looked outside and saw a
dark, ominous cloud and
took shelterin a hallway, he
said. He survived, but trees
slammed into his carport,
fwo vehicles and the side
of his house.

A line of severe storms
rolled through the state
Sunday afternoon and into

the nighttime hours. Late
Sunday, a “tornado emer-
gency” was declared for
Tupelo and surrounding ar-
eas. Meteorologists urged
residents to take cover.
“"Damage has been report-
ed in the City of Tupelo,”
the mayor’s office said in a
Facebook post just before
11T p.m. "Emergency crews
are currently assessing the
degree of damage. Please
do not get out and drive.”
Photos retweeted by the
National Weather Service
in Memphis showed several
downed trees and power
lines. Tupelo Middle School
sustained some damage,
as well as houses and busi-
nesses.

Associated Press

There were multiple reports
of damage to homes on El-
vis Presley Drive, just down
the street from the home
where the famed singer
was born. Presley was born
in a two-room house in the
Tupelo neighborhood but
there was no indications
that the historic home sus-
tained damage. It's now a
museum.

But just down the street on
Elvis Presley Drive, a tor-
nado tore the roof off the
home of Terrile and Chao-
quilla Pulliam, they told the
Northeast Mississippi  Daily
Journal.

About 10 family mem-
bers took shelter inside the
house, and “we got every-

body inside in time,” Terrille
Pulliam said.

Calhoun County  Sheriff
Greg Pollan said Calhoun
City also “was hit hard to-
night.”

“Light poles have been
snapped off. Trees in a
few homes. Trees on ve-
hicles. Damage to several
businesses. Fortunately we
have had no reports at
this time of injuries,” Pollan
posted on Facebook, ask-
ing people to stay off the
roads. “Emergency person-
nel are working feverishly to
open the roads as quickly
as possible.”

News outlets also reported
tfornados near Yazoo City,
Byram and Tchula earlier
in the day. The National
Weather Service in Jackson
shared several images of
funnel clouds across differ-
ent parts of the state.

As the system moved east,
stforms damaged homes
in a Kentucky fown early
Monday and a tornado
watch for much of the day
covered large parts of Ala-
bama and Georgia.

In the southern Kentucky
tfown of Tompkinsville, a
severe storm  Monday
morning damaged several
homes and knocked down
frees and power lines, Fire
Chief Kevin Jones said. No
injuries were reported, he
said. The National Weather
Service was checking to
see whether the damage
appeared consistent with a
tornado.(

U.S. appeals court to consider Idaho transgender athletes ban

In this Feb 27, 2020, file photo, Idaho House of Representatives
debates legislation in the Idaho Statehouse in Boise, Idaho.
Associated Press

By KEITH RIDLER
Associated Press
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — An ap-

peals court on Monday will
consider the constitution-
ality of the first law in the

nafion banning transgen-
der women and girls from
playing on women's sports
team:s.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals will hear argu-
ments in the case that will
likely have far-ranging con-
sequences as more states
follow conservative Idaho’s
lead.

Idaho passed its law last
year, and more than 20
states have considered
such proposals this year.
Bans have been enacted
in Alabama, Arkansas, Mis-
sissippi,  Tennessee and
West Virginia. Florida law-
makers passed a bill, and
South Dakota’s governor
issued an executive order.

On Monday, conservative
Republican lawmakers in
Kansas failed to override
Democratic Gov. Laura
Kelly's veto of a proposed
ban on fransgender ath-
letes in girls’ and women’s
school sports.

Supporters say such laws
are needed because frans-
gender female athletes
have physical advantages.
Opponents say the law is
discriminatory and, in Idao-
ho, an invasion of privacy
because of the tests re-
quired should an athlete’s
gender be challenged.
Lawmakers in Idaho have
argued that allowing trans-
gender athletes on girls’
and women's teams would

negate nearly 50 vyears
of progress women have
made since the 1972 fed-
eral legislation credited
with opening up sports to
female athletes.

The state’s law prohib-
its fransgender students
who identify as female

from playing on female
tfeams sponsored by public
schools, colleges and uni-
versities. It does not apply
fo men’s teams.

The American Civil Liber-
fies Union and Legal Voice
women’s rights group sued
last yearover the ldaholaw,
contending it violates the
14th Amendment’'s Equal
Protection Clause because
it is discriminatory.(
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U.S. officials in Mideast to reassure jittery allies over Iran

By ISABEL DEBRE
Associated Press

ABU DHABI, United Arab
Emirates (AP) — Top Biden
administration officials and
U.S. senators crisscrossed
the Middle East on Mon-
day, seeking to assuage
growing unease among
Gulf Arab partners over
America's re-engagement
with Iran and other policy
shifts in the region.

The trips come as the U.S.
and Iran, through inferme-
diaries in Vienna, discuss a
return to Tehran's tattered
2015 nuclear deal with
world powers that former
President Donald Trump
abandoned three vyears
ago. The United Arab Emir-
ates, Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf allies, excluded
from Obama-era nuclear
negotiations, have repeat-
edly pressed for a seat af
the table, insisting that any
return to the accord must
address Iran's ballistic mis-
sile program and support
for regional proxies.

Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., a
key Biden ally dispatched
on overseas diplomatic mis-
sions, told reporters in the
UAE's capital of Abu Dhabi
that he hoped to allay the
sheikhndom's "understand-
able and legitimate con-
cerns" about the return to
the landmark deal and to

U.S. Senator Chris Coons, left, looks at Senator Chris Van Hollen during a press briefing in Abu
Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, Monday, May 3, 2021.

create "broader engage-
ment" with Gulf partners.
Coons said "close consul-
tation" with the UAE about
the ongoing talks in Vienna
was "important, expected
and happening," adding
that he hopes the Emiratis
"may not just be notified,
but actually help."

What that means remains
unclear, as Gulf states now
watch with resignation as
negotiations gain  frac-
fion in the Austrian capital.

When asked to elaborate,
Coons balked at the sug-
gestion that the UAE's input
had acquired any greater
significance in talks with
Iran over the last five years.
"I did not in any way mean
to suggest that there was
some deal in the works
where the Emirafis would
be securing anything," he
said. "Vienna is the place
where the United States
government, the adminis-
fration, is negotiating."

Associated Press

Regional tensions are ris-
ing. To pressure the Biden
administration to lift sanc-
tions and come back into
compliance with the deal,
Iran has steadily violated
the accord's limitations on
nuclear enrichment and
stockpiles of enriched ura-
nium. The long shadow war
between Israel and Iran has
intensified, with suspected
Israeli attacks on Iranian
ships in volatile Mideast wa-
terways and at Iran's Nao-

tanz nuclear facility.

In a tour infended to boost
"long-standing political,
economic, cultural, and
security fies," several se-
nior Biden administration
officials are touring Arab
capitals, with Brett McGurk
from the National Security
Council and Derek Chollet
from the State Department,
among others, stopping in
Abu Dhabi, Riyadh, Am-
man and Cairo this week.
Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Conn.
joined the flurry of diplo-
matic activity in the region
this week, jetting to Oman,
Qatar and Jordan for talks
on a political solution to the
war in Yemen. In an inter-
view with The Associated
Press from Amman, Murphy
credited the influence of
the Biden administration on
recent steps in the region
fo defuse tensions, such as
a Saudi cease-fire initiative
floated to the Iran-backed
Houthi rebels and secret
talks between archen-
emies Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia. Earlier this year, Biden
announced the end of U.S.
support to the Saudi-led
codlitionin Yemen.
However, Murphy warned,
"so long as we're sfill sanc-
tioning the hell out of the
Iranian economy ... it's go-
ing to be hard to push the
Houthis to a cease-fire." [

Albania’'s Socialists launch impeachment of president

By LLAZAR SEMINI
Associated Press

TIRANA, Albania (AP) — Al-
bania's governing left-wing
Socialist  Party legislators
have started the impeach-
ment process against the
country's president who
they accuse of violating
the constitution during the
last election, their parlio-
mentary group leader said
Monday.

Taulant Balla said that 50
Socialist  lawmakers have
asked parliament to launch
an investigation after de-
termining that President llir
Meta "before and during
the electoral campaign
commiftted actions which
run counter to the country's
constitution.”

During the April 25 electoral
campaign, Meta accused

the left-wing government
of Prime Minister Edi Rama
of running a "kleptocratic
regime" and bungling itfs
pandemic response. Meta
accused Rama of concen-
frating all legislative, ad-
ministrative and judiciary
powers in his hands.

The Socialists achieved a
landslide victory in the vote,
securing 74 seats in the 140-
seat parliament which are
enough to let them form a
Cabinet on their own.

Balla said that the existing
parliament has enough
fime until Sept. 9, when ifs
mandate is over, "to insti-
tutionalize forming of an

investigative  commission
and end (the impeach-
ment process) within its
mandate."

But it wasn't clear whether

the Socialists would be able
to secure a two-thirds ma-
jority for an impeachment
request to pass. After par-
liament's vote, the final ver-
dict comes from the Consti-
futional Court.

Meta's press office didn't
respond immediately to a
request for comment on
the Socialists' impeach-
ment request on him.
Meta's post is largely cer-
emonial, with some pow-
ers over matters concern-
ing the judiciary and the
armed forces.

His role is also generally un-
derstood to be apoalitical
and the president is meant
to be a symbol of the coun-
fry's unity. But he has often
clashed with Rama's gov-
ernment.

Meta started his political

In this Wednesday, April 21, 2021 file photo, Albanian President
llir Meta speaks during an interview with the Associated Press in

Tirana, Albania.

career with the Socialist
Party, but later left it fo form
the smaller left-wing Social-
ist Movement for Integro-
tion, or LSI. In 2017, when he
was elected president for a

Associated Press

five-year term, he left the
LSl leadership to his wife.
Meta has said he will retake
the LSI's membership next
year when his presidential
termis over..]
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Attention fravelers! EU proposes reopening external borders
F o '

By SAMUEL PETREQUIN
Associated Press

BRUSSELS (AP) — In an an-
nouncement sure fo be
welcomed by ftravelers
worldwide, EU officials on
Monday proposed easing
restrictions on visiting the
27-nation bloc as vaccina-
tion campaigns across the
continent gather speed.
Travel to the European
Union is currently extremely
limited except for a handful
of countries with low infec-
fion rates. But with the sum-
mer tourist season looming,
the bloc’s European Com-
mission hopes the new rec-
ommendations will dramat-
ically expand that list.

The Commission hopes
the move will soon allow
fravelers reunite with their
friends and relatives living
in Europe and support the
bloc’'s economy this sum-
mer.

“Time to revive EU tourism
industry and for cross-bor-
der friendships to rekindle
— safely,” European Com-
mission President Ursula von
der Leyen said. “We pro-
pose to welcome again
vaccinated visitors and
those from countries with a
good health situation.”
Under the Commission’s
proposal, entry would be
granted to all those fully
vaccinated with  EU-au-

L85 0 5

Monday, May 3, 2021.

thorized shots. Coronavirus
vaccines authorized by
the European Medicines
Agency, the bloc’s drug
regulator, include Pfizer,
Moderna, AstraZeneca
and Johnson & Johnson.
The EMA has not approved
any vaccines from Russia
or China as of yet but is
looking at data for Russia’s
Sputnik V jab.

EU nations could also indi-
vidually decide to accept
fravelers immunized with
vaccines listed by WHO for

A visitor admires a Raphael Room inside the Vatican Museums on their reopening, in Rome,

emergency use. The U.N.
health agency has ap-
proved the same four vac-
cines as the EMA, and is
expected to make a ruling
soon on China's Sinopharm
vaccine.

EU officials believe the
bloc's COVID-19 vaccino-
tion campaigns will soon
be “a game changer” in
the fight against the dead-
ly virus. Its proposal will be
discussed with EU ambas-
sadors this week and the
Commission hopes it could

Associated Press

start by June, once it is ad-
opted by member states.
Still, the recommendation is
non-binding and EU coun-
fries will be entitled to keep
fravel restrictions in place if
they want.

Commission spokesman
Adalbert Jahnz said fully-
vaccinated fravelers com-
ing from outside the EU
should be allowed to visit
Europe but insisted that the
proposal’s goal is not to ex-
empt them from testing or
quarantines upon arrival.

“This still remains very much
in the hands of the member
states,” he said.

The Commission also pro-
posed raising the threshold
of new COVID-19 cases
that is used fo determine
the countries from which all
fravel should be permitted.
“Nonessential  travel re-
gardless of individual vac-
cination status is currently
permitted from seven coun-
tries with a good epidemio-
logical situation,” it said,
proposing to increase 14-
day cumulative COVID-19
infection rate per 100,000
inhabitants from 25 to 100.
It was unclear which coun-
fries would actually make
the cut but an EU official
who was not authorized to
be quoted by name be-
cause the proposal has yet
to be adopted said Israel
would definitely be on the
list. “The UK, question mark,
the U.S., for the fime being,
not quite,” he said. “But we
see how quickly the situa-
fion in the US. is evolving,
notably for the rate of vac-
cinatfion.”

In case the infection situa-
tion deteriorates in a non-
EU country, the Commission
proposed an “emergency
brake” to stop dangerous
virus variants from entering
the bloc through quickly
enacted travel limits.

Germany cancels Oktoberfest for 2nd year over virus fears

By DAVID RISING
Associated Press

BERLIN (AP) — Bavarian
officials on Monday can-
celed Oktoberfest festivi-
fies for a second year in a
row due to concerns over
the spread of COVID-19,
saying there are too many
risks in hosting the celebra-
fions which bring in visi-
tors from around the world
during a global pandemic.
Bavarian Governor Markus
Soeder said it was with
“heavy hearts” that they
decided to call off the fes-
fival for which the state is
known globally, but that
with coronavirus numbers
sfill stubbornly high and
German hospitals already
struggling, it had to be
done.

"Oktoberfest will be held

again, and will be big
again,” he pledged.

Germany is in the middle
of a coronavirus lock-
down that includes a ban

on large gatherings, with
an infection rate of 146.9
new weekly infections per
100,000 residents.

Bavaria is slightly below

In this file photo dated Saturday, Sept. 21, 2019, people
reach out for a glass of beer during the opening of the 18éth
‘Oktoberfest’ beer festival in Munich, Germany.

Associated Press

the national average with
145.4 new weekly infec-
fions per 100,000, accord-
ing to the country’s dis-
ease control center, the
Robert Koch Institute.
Oktoberfest typically at-
fracts about 6 million visi-
tors from around the world
and had been scheduled
from Sept. 18 to Oct. 3.
The combination of huge
tents full of people and
the consumption of large
qguantities of alcohol, as
well as the possibility for
mutated varieties of the
virus to be brought in from
abroad, made it par-
ticularly hazardous to go
ahead with the festival,
Soeder said.

After Oktoberfest was can-
celed last year, about 50
of the southern German

city’s beer halls and oth-
er establishments hosted
smaller parties under strict
coronavirus guidelines.
Mayor Dieter Reiter said
the hope was that it again
would be possible to have
open-air beer gardens
and patios open under
certain restrictions.
However difficult the deci-
sion to cancel Oktoberfest,
it would have been worse
if the city waited too long
and had to call it off after
preparations were already
underway, he said.

“For me, personally, it was
no easy decision because
it is a huge date in the cal-
endar for the mayor,” he
said. “Much more impor-
tantly, it's a huge shame
for the millions of fans
worldwide.” ]
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U.S. expresses concern over El Salvador vote to remove judges
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SAN SALVADOR, El Salva-
dor (AP) — The vote by El
Salvador's new congress to
remove the magistrates of
the Supreme Court's consti-
tutional chamber and the
attorney general on the
newly elected legislative
body's very first day drew
concern and condem-
natfion from multinational
groups and the United
States.

U.S. Secretary of State Ant-
ony J. Blinken spoke to Sal-
vadoran President Nayib
Bukele on Sunday about
the previous day's vote,
saying "that an indepen-
dent judiciary is essential to
democratic governance,"
the State Department said.
Bukele's New Ideas party
won 56 out of the 84 seats
in the Legislative Assembly
in February elections that
pushed aside the country's
fraditional parties, already
weakened by corruption
scandals.

The dominant electoral
performance raised con-
cerns that Bukele would
seek to change the court,
which along with the previ-
ous congress, had been the
only obstacles that the very
popular leader faced. The
vote Saturday fto remove
the five magistrates was 64
lawmakers in favor, 19 op-
posed and one abstention.
Now with effective con-
frol of the congress and
the high court, few if any
checks remain on Bukele's
power.

He swept into office in 2019
as a break from the coun-
fry's corrupt and troubled
fraditional parties, though
his political career had
started in the leftist Far-
abundo Marti National Lib-
eration Front.

And even before the as-
sembly was in his sway,
Bukele sought to bully and
intfimidate  El  Salvador's
other democratic institu-

New members of the New Ideas party are sworn in during the Legislative Assembly in San Salva-
dor, El Salvador, Saturday, May 1, 2021.

fions. In February 2020, he
sent heavily armed soldiers
to surround the congress
when it delayed voting
on a security loan he had
sought.

Bukele clashed repeat-
edly with the constitutional
chamber of the Supreme
Court during the pandem-
ic. When it ruled his obliga-
tfory stay-at-home order
unconstitutional last June,
Bukele said, "The court has
just ordered us to murder
dozens of thousands of Sal-
vadorans within five days."
Blinken also expressed con-
cern about the removal of
Attorney General Raul Me-
lara, saying he was fighting
corruption and has been
"an effective partner of ef-
forts to combat crime in
both the United States and
El Salvador," State Depart-
ment spokesman Ned Price
said. Melara had been se-
lected by the previous con-
gress and was an outspo-
ken Bukele crific.

Blinken said the U.S. is com-
mitted o supporting demo-
cratic institutions in El Salva-
dor.

In a statement, the general
secretariat of the Organi-
zation of American States
criticized the dismissal of
the magistrates and the at-
torney general.
Bukele appeared to be un-
moved. He said he felt very
satisfied with the congress'
first session and said it was
beginning of the change
he had promised for the
country.
"l know they can't doit allin
a day," Bukele said via Twit-
ter. "l know that most of the
Salvadoran people eagerly
await the second session."
Juan Sdnchez Toledo,
an unemployed man in
the capital, San Salvador,
backed Bukele.
"l was already hoping for it,"
he said of the vote. "They
promised to geft rid of all of
the corrupt. We'll see if they
do it. | hope that things
change for the good of the
people."
During the Trump admin-
istration, Bukele's ftenden-
cies toward disrespecting
the separation of powers
was largely ignored as El
Salvador's homicide rate

Associated Press

dropped and fewer Salva-

dorans tried to migrate to
the United States.

But the administration of
President Joe Biden has ap-
peared more wary. When
Bukele made an unan-
nounced ftrip to Washing-
ton in February, adminis-
fration officials declined to
meet with him. Bukele said
he had not sought a meet-
ing.

Bukele appeared to re-
spond in kind last month
when he refused to meet
with a visiting senior U.S.
diplomat.

Governing party lawmak-
ers defended the deci-
sion, saying the court had
put private interests above
the health and welfare of
the people. The opposition
called it a power grab by
a president seeking tofal
control..
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Alhambra Casino
recognizes its team
members anniversary

Gabriela Erasmus
Richard Jacobs
Orlando Jansen

Reghinald Koolman
Antonio V/D Linden
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but only team members. Each team mem-
ber received their envelop and certificate
for this occasion. And a special toast was
made at the end of the ceremony to honor
these team members.

For this occasion the Director's office was
converted in ared carpet venue so that ev-
ery feam member could sfill get the feeling
of a celebration for this day.

Also management announced that they
resumed the “Stary Supervisor of the quar-
ter” and “Crewmember y Star of the quar-
ter”, program,

€ d tc eir
tea nembers and once more want fo
give thanks to all their feam members for
their loyalty to the company.

5 years anniversary:
GABRIELA ERASMUS
RICHARD JACORBS
ORLANDO JANSEN
REGHINALD KOOLMAN
ANTONIO V/D LINDEN
ANGELO MADURO
MARCIA MEDINA
EWALDO TROMP

ELIAS VROLIJK

RO POTERSON
REAGAN WERLEMAN
MAURYS ODOR

20 years anniversary:
OLGA NARAIN
MIRTO ERASMUS
LEANDRO HENRIQUEZ
ROBERTO WEVER

30 years anniversary:
ANNA MARIA DIRKSZ
CARMEN LUGO

35 years anniversary:
MARCELINO ARENDS

Glenn D’aguiar
Omar Kelly
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Sandra Adamus
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Shurayma Dania
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The Cocuy, a fading tradition

NOORD — Today we will infroduce you to real and very
exclusive native liquor, the genuine Cocuy that used to
be drank in every main social event or celebration. The
Cocuy is distilled from a plant from which its species re-
productive system makes the cultivation what difficult
and the cause of an important limitation for the com-
mercial production of Cocuy as in large quantities. In
addition to this, the plant, an Agave variety, takes ap-
proximately eight years to reach the necessary maturity
to be used in the elaboration of this traditionally distillate
beverage.

This drink is obtained from the processing of the juvenile
flower stem of Agave, a native plant of the dry fropics
American regions. It is a spirit drink produced with a high
alcohol content and which, according to the character-
istics of the area where it is made, providing very special
an aromatic taste notes.

It is native to the central-western region of Venezuela
and the ABC islands. The Cocuy was already known
since pre-Columbian times by the local form Lara and
Falcon states of Venezuela including Aruba, although
there are oral testimonies that certify that it was also
prepared in the Andean states (Trujillo and Mérida). The
original settlers belonging to the Caquetios, Jirajaras and
Ayamanes ethnic groups that populated these regions;
they prepared a spirit drink from the fermented musts of
the Agave they called cucu or cocui and it was used
in their rituals and community events. This noble plant

Article by Etnia Nativa

WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience!
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels

is also known as “the plant of won-
ders”, they also obtained natural sug-
ars, soapy substances, fiber for the
fabric of their hammocks, Pargata
or espadrilles and bags; flowers and
shoots were prepared as pickles, and
the leftover fiber from the production
process was used as a binder for their
roofs and adobe blocks. For this rea-
son, it constfituted the fundamental
base and sustenance of its economy.
The customs of these peoples spread
over to the coastal areas of Venezu-
ela and the costal Caribbean islands.
It is made in an artisanal way, from
the stalk obtained after removing the
Agave leaves, which is baked and
smoked in artisan ovens, covering the
walls and bottom of the oven with
river stones on which the stalks are
placed. Which are covered with the
cut leaves of the Agave.

After three to four days in the oven,
they are chopped and squeezed
using a maso and a wooden vat, in
most cases. Mechanical mills or press-
es are also used.

The juice obtained is subjected to
a fermentation process using wild
yeasts; In the fermentation process,
the sugars in the juice will be convert-
ed into alcohol and other elements.
Once the game is fermented, it is in-
froduced fo the sfill to obtain the li-
quor.

The stills are handmade; they are usu-
ally made of stainless steel or copper
as the one in the picture, simulating

the alembic infroduced during the
Spanish colonization.

The first liquid that is obtained in the
distillation is the glop called head or
“baba” containing a high degree of
alcohols and impurities and is used as
fertilizer or for therapeutic use.

After a few minutes, a fluid called
“body” or “heart” begins to come
out, and is collected up to 50 de-
grees of GL alcohol, maximum grad-
uation. The following fluid is known as
“cola” and is not suitable for human
consumption. The distiled product
of condensation is filtered through a
canvas that separates the residues,
impurities and plant debris.

Once the Cocuy is distilled, it can
be bottled or it can be aged in oak
barrels obtaining an amber-colored
liguid typical of the aging processes,
which gives the liquor greater round-
ness and harmony.

To get to know more over Aruba’s
and its origins, its animals and culture,
we highly recommend you to book
your visit for ourrenowned cultural en-
counter session has been entertain-
ing curious participants for decades.

Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com
tfo confirm your participation. Our fa-
cilities and activities take place close
fo high rise hotels.
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Apple’s ‘walled garden’ faces Epic attack in app store trial

By MICHAEL LIEDTKE

AP Technology Writer

SAN RAMON, Cadlif. (AP)
— Apple's lucrative app
store was alternately por-
frayed as a price-gouging
monopoly and a hub of
world-changing innovation
during the preamble to a
trial that may reshape the
technological landscape.
The confrasting portraits
were drawn on Monday as
lawyers for Apple and its
foe, Epic Games, outlined
their cases in an Oakland,
California, federal court
before U.S. District Judge
Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers,
who will decide the case.
While Apple depicted its
app store as an invalu-
able service beloved by
consumers and developers
alike, Epic Games attacked
it as a breakthrough idea
that has morphed info an
instrument of financial ex-
ploitation that illegally locks
out competition.

The ftrial, expected to last
most of this month, re-
volves around the 15% to
30% commission that Apple
charges for subscriptions
and purchases made from
apps downloaded from its
store -- the only one acces-
sible on the iPhone, iPad
and iPod.

Epic, the maker of the pop-
ular Fortnite video game,
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A member of Apple’s legal team rolls exhibit boxes into the Ronald V. Dellums building in Oakland,
Cadlif., as the company faces off in federal court against Epic Games on Monday, May 3, 2021.

laid out evidence drawn
mostly from Apple’s internal
documents in an aftempt
fo prove the company
has built a digital “walled
garden” during the past
13 years as part of a strat-
egy crafted by its late co-
founder, Steve Jobs.

“The most prevalent flower
in the walled garden is the
Venus fly trap,” said Epic
lawyer Katherine Forrest.
Later, Forrest highlighted
expert testimony that will
be submitted during the

U.S. sets pandemic-era
fravel, over 1.6 million

By The Associated Press
The United Statfes set an-
other record for the num-
ber of air travelers since
the pandemic set in, al-
though passenger num-
bers remain far below 2019
levels.

Nearly 1.67 million people
were screened at U.S. air-
port checkpoints on Sun-
day, according fo the
Transportation Security Ad-
ministration. That was the
highest number screened
since March 12 of last year
when air fravel began to
plummet.

However, it was sfill 35%
below the number of air-
port fravelers reported on
the comparable Sunday
in 2019, according to TSA

figures. Airlines started to
see an increase in book-
ings around mid-February,
and the TSA has screened
at least 1 milion people
every day since March 11.
Vacation destinations
have been most popu-
lar business travel, which
is more profitable for air-
lines, remains drastically
reduced.

Government  restrictions
are also sharply limiting in-
ternational travel, another
lucrative piece of the air-
line business.

Nearly 50 U.S. and U.K. trav-
el-industry groups urged
President Joe Biden and
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson fo lift restrictions
on fravel between the two

frial that estimated Apple
reaped profit margins of
75% to 78% during 2018
and 2019, even though
Jobs publicly said the
company didn't expect to
make large sums of money
from the app store when it
opened in 2008.

The app store is now an in-
tegral piece of a services
division that generated
nearly $17 billion in revenue
during the first three months
of this year alone.

Apple brushed off Epic's

high for air

countries. The groups said
in a letfter Monday that it
would be ideal if the two
leaders would announce
“the full reopening of the
U.S.-UK air travel market for
both U.S. and UK citizens”
before the G7 meeting in
early June.

Airline executives are cau-
fiously opfimistic about
summer travel as more
Americans get vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19. The
Centers for Disease Con-
frol and Prevention says
it is safe for vaccinated
people to travel within the
United States, although it
continues to warn against
fravel to most foreign
counfries.

Last week, the TSA extend-

Associated Press

arguments as a case brim-
ming with unfounded alle-
gations made by a com-
pany that wants to geft rid
of the app store commis-
sion to increase ifs own
profits while freeloading off
an iPhone ecosystem that
has cost more than $100
billion to build.

Karen Dunn, Apple’s attor-
ney, pointed to Epic’s in-
ternal documents outlining
a strategy called “Project
Liberty” that paved a way
for Fortnite to purposefully

breach its app store con-
fract last summer and set
up a showdown over the
fees.

“Rather than investing in
innovation, Epic invested
in lawyers, PR and policy
consultants in an effort o
get all of the benefits Apple
provides without paying,”
Dunn said.

Reflecting the high stakes
riding on the case, both
Epic CEO Tm Sweeney
and Apple CEO Tim Cook
-- Jobs' hand-picked suc-
cessor -- will testify during
the trial.

Sweeney took the stand af-
ter the opening statfements,
but Cook isn't expected
to appear until near the
end of a trial that is only al-
lowing a handful of mask-
wearing people inside the
courtroom because of
pandemic restrictions.
While the ftrial will involve
moments of high intrigue
that could divulge closely
guarded secrefs, the nufs
and bolts of the case will
likely hinge on more mun-
dane matters such as mar-
ket definitions.

Epic contends the iPhone
has become so ingrained
in society that the device
and its peripheral servic-
es such as the app store
has become a market by
itself.d

In this Monday, April 26, 2021 file photo, a jet is silhouetted by
the rising moon as it approaches Louisville International Airport
in Louisville, Ky.

ed its requirement that air-
line passengers wear face
masks. That rule was set
fo expire May 11, but TSA
extended it through mid-
September.

Travelers should expect

Associated Press

planes to be more full.
Over the weekend, Delta
Air Lines stopped block-
ing off middle seafs. It
was the last U.S. airline to
limit seating as a safety
precaution.d
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Latin America looks to space, despite limitations on ground

By CHRISTOPHER TORCHIA
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mars
missions, astronauts coming
and going at the Interna-
fional Space Statfion, Chi-
na's increasingly ambitious
space program. Space-re-
lated news is flowing, and
not just from the world’s
richest, biggest natfions.
Take Latin America.

On Feb. 17, the congress
in Nicaragua, one of the
region’'s  poorest, most
conflict-prone nations, ap-
proved a law creating a
space agency. Costa Rica,
known for relative growth
and stability, did the same
on Feb. 18, the day that the
NASA rover Perseverance
landed on Mars to look for
signs of ancient life.

The potential benefits of
space are tantalizng for
many countries with scarce
resources. Satellite tech-
nology, international part-
nerships, national pride
and local development all
beckon. Inevitably, critics
suspect a boondoggle, a
vanity project, a diversion
from pressing problems on
the ground.

“The truth is, the type of
eyebrow raised regarding
the announcement of a Ni-
caragua space program is
similar to whenever an Afri-
can country announces a
space program. People al-
ways question why it makes
sense, especially since
these countries are battling
several socioeconomic
problems,” Temidayo Onio-

Conceptis Sudoku

Researcher Ivannia Calvo, silhouetted against a solar satellite image, works inside the Solar
Astronomical Observatory in San Jose, Costa Rica, Friday, April 30, 2021. Costa Rica approved a
law creating a space agency on Feb. 18.

sun, managing director of
Space in Africa, wrote in
an email to The Associated
Press.

“First of all, most develop-
ing countries are primarily
interested’’ in space tech-
nologies fto address de-
velopmental challenges,
Oniosun said. Some want
a communications satel-
lite “'because it brings an
excellent investment refurn
and helps close the digital
divide challenges. It is why
you rarely see a develop-
ing country say they are

By Dave Green
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doing space explorations
(Moon, Mars, efc.) and
stuff,” he said.

The growth of the com-
mercial  space  industry
and prospects for global
infernet access from sat-
ellite constellations could
increasingly help countries
that lack coverage. Satel-
lite data can also guide
crop-growing, help industry
and natural disaster man-
agement and track weath-
er and ofher conditions
linked to disease.
Nicaragua, whose govern-
ment cracked down hard
on the political opposition,
isn't a newcomer to space
ambitions. An old deal with
China years ago for the de-
ployment of a communica-
tions satellite is delayed. In
2017, Russia opened a facil-
ity in Nicaragua as part of a
satellite navigation system;
Nicaragua denied it was
for spying on the region or
the United States.
Nicaragua seems aware of
skepticism about its new,
military-run “’National Sec-
retariat for the Affairs of
Outer Space, the Moon
and Other Celestial Bod-
ies."”’

“I's not how they have
wanted to manipulate if,”’
pro-government legislator
Jenny Martinez said in con-

Associated Press

gress, without elaborating
on critics’ comments. She
said more than 50 counftries
have agencies dedicated
to space matters. Nicarao-
gua has been a member
since 1994 of the United
Nations Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space, which oversees
treaties governing space
law.

“I don't think Nicaragua
needs to send something
into space to be a part of
the forum,” said Carlos Ar-
turo Vélez, an Ecuadorian
lawyer studying at the Inter-
national Institute of Air and
Space Law at Leiden Uni-
versity in the Netherlands.
“Doing something wrong in
outer space could affect
any country in the world,”
for example if satellite de-
bris crashes to Earth and
causes damage and casu-
alties, Vélez said.

Ecuador launched a sat-
elite, Pegaso, in 2013
with fanfare and Chinese
help, but it was damaged
a month later. Some ac-
counts said the cause was
debris from an old Russian
rocket.

Supporters of Costa Rica's
space ambifions say ifs
new agency can contrib-
ute to technologies used
on Earth, as well as give

Costa Rica a say in inter-
national space policy and
agreements.

“A lot of people criticized
the creation of NASA in
1958 when the United
States was struggling with
the worst economic reces-
sion of the postwar era,”
Franklin Chang Diaz, a
Costa Rica-born U.S. citi-
zen who became a NASA
astronaut, said in a state-
ment.

The incredible feat of put-
ting a person on the moon,
he said, ‘'sometimes eclips-
es the most significant”
thing about NASA's cre-
ation: The enormous tech-
nological and economic
benefits that followed.
Chang Diaz is the chairman
and CEO of the Ad Astra
Rocket Company, based in
Texas.

Last  week, Californio-
based LeolLabs, Inc. an-
nounced that a new radar
site was operational in Cos-
fa Rica to frack objects in
low Earth orbit and deliver
data. The country’s first sat-
ellite, Irazy, was launched
with help from a SpaceX
rocket in 2018 to monitor its
tropical forests and climate
change. It was partly fund-
ed with a Kickstarter cam-
paign.

“It's not surprising” that
Costa Rica passed a space
agency law and hope-
fully Guatemala will do the
same, said Katherinne Her-
rera, a biochemistry and
microbiology student at
the University of the Valley
of Guatemala who heads
a university club dedicated
fo space science and engi-
neering.

Guatemala’s first satellite,
Quetzal-1, was deployed
by Japan last year and was
operated by a team from
the university where Her-
rera is studying.

The project unfolded in a
country whose problems
have compelled many citi-
zens to look for a better life
elsewhere.

Bolivia's space agency got
caught up in the country’s
recent political turmoil. The
new government accused
its interim predecessor of
hobbling operations at the
agency, which was set up
in 2010 by then-President
Evo Morales.
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Google signs deal with
WNBA to help champion
women'’s sports

By DOUG FEINBERG

AP Basketball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The WNBA signed a multiyear deal with
Google on Monday to be the presenting partner for the
league’s playoffs, part of the technology giant’s efforts
to help champion women's sports. Twenty-five WNBA
games will be televised on ABC and ESPN in celebration of
the league’s 25th season, with Google as the presenting
sponsor. Google is the latest business to join the league as
a "WNBA Changemaker,” a program that Commissioner
Cathy Engelbert started last year.

Changemakers are infended to provide direct support
to the WNBA in its ongoing business tfransformation across
marketing, branding and player and fan experience.
AT&T, Deloitte U.S. and Nike were the first three compa-
nies to join the program. “When we launched our WNBA
Changemakers platform at the beginning of 2020, we is-
sued a call to like-minded companies to join us in elevat-
ing women's sports, and Google has answered that call,”
Engelbert said. “We are incredibly grateful to Google for
becoming the latest WNBA Changemaker and for their
platform of helpful products for everyone. Google’s sup-
port will be instrumental in driving our business transfor-
mation forward and demonstrates a commitment to the
values we both stand for — including building sustainable
equity.” "It'simportant to us that our product experiences
are equitable for all genders and we want to make sure
our media spend is equitable, too, bringing more wom-
en’s content to television,” Google Chief Marketing Of-
ficer Lorraine Twohill said. “With the WNBA and ESPN, we
can help ensure women athletes get the recognition and
media time they deserve, so that the world can see their
incredible talents.”]

B Time Share Resales + Realty |l
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort
* All inventory available
Visit our website :
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com
For more info call:(297) 630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
also visit(new):
www.halleyadventures.com

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/WKk.);
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/WK.);
Week 9/1218 (15k);

Week 10/1207 (15k);
Week 11/1419 (13k);
Week 13/1509 (13k);
Week 14/1308 (13k);
Week 15/1217 (10k); and,
Weeks 2-6 also available!
CDMOwner@gmail.com
U.S. (860)992-3890

Marriott Ocean Club
Gold Season

1 BR Ocean View $5 K

2 BR Ocean View $8 K

1 BR Ocean Front $9 K

2 BR Ocean Front $12K
Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

213823

FOR SALE

Alto Vista Real Estate

Villa with 4 Apts in San Miguel,
Noord

Airbnb income potential

$490k 6bds/7bath 3,961 ft2
www.altovista.aw

Call +297 747 0827

Marriott Surf Club

Gold Season

2 BR Garden View $ 7 K
2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K
2 BR Ocean Side $ 9K
2 BR Ocean Front $12 K
3 BR Ocean View $13K
Call:011-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

214110

La Cabana Beach and Casino
1BR WK 18 Room# 110 A
$4 K

Studio WK 18 Room # 110 B
$3K

Sunday check in Pool/

ocean view

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Aruba Divi Phoenix
1BR, 2 bath

WK 18/ 19 room # 650
Pool/ ocean view

30 weeks remain each
Price : $8,5 K each

Call: 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

All Time Share Owners
Want to sell your Time -Share
In Aruba ? Contact the expert
Free Aprassail ,No upfront list-
ing

Call 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Tierra Del Sol

3 BR 2 1/2 bath

Full firnish with garage
Golf and ocean view

Price :$450 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Oasis Condo

3 BR 2 Bath

Top floor right at Eagle Beach
Full furnish

Price : $650 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Sunset Residence

2BR, 2 Bath

Full furnish at Eagle beach
Price :$490 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908
San Nicolas:

Aloe Tel. 584 4606

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic

+297 588 0539
EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO

Aruba Airport 524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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‘Antique Roadshow’ ﬂlps the script with celebrity editions

By MARK KENNEDY

AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Chef,
cookbook author and TV
host Carla Hall has always
wondered about an an-
fique wooden highchair
her family has long cher-
ished.

What is its historye How
much is it worth?

She finally got answers
when PBS’ *Antiques Road-
show” visited her Washing-
ton, D.C., home. It turns out
that the highchair is not
hand carved and dates
fo between 1880-1920. It's
worth only about $100.
Even so, Hall still adores it.
She and her husband are
remodeling their home in a
more modern style, but the
highchair is staying.

“This will still be front and
center somewhere in our
modern house,” she says
after the TV visit. “I'm not
selling anything.”

Hall was one of several
celebrity guests on four
new special episodes of
“"Antfiques Roadshow” that
were filmed during the
pandemic.

The producers flipped the
script. Instead of people
— and their would-be trea-
sures — coming to meet
the appraisers in a big hall,
the appraisers went to the
people. And this time, the
people were famous.

“I' think it's very humaniz-
ing. They share with you this
very vulnerable moment.
They are just like any other
‘Roadshow’ guest,” says

Dancer Jacques d’Amboise dead at 86

By JOCELYN NOVECK

AP National Writer
Jacques d’Amboise, who
grew up on the streets of
upper Manhattan to be-
come one of the world’s
premier classical danc-
ers at New York City Bal-
let and spent the last four
and a half decades pro-
viding free dance classes
to city youth at his Na-
fional Dance Institute, has
died at 86.

His death was confirmed
by Ellen Weinstein, direc-
tor of the institute. She said
the dancer and teacher
had died on Sunday at his

This image released by WGBH-TV shows Kq'ry Kane, left, as she appraises celebrity chef Carla
Hall's vintage purse collection in an episode of “Antiques Roadshow Celebrity Edition,” airing May
10 on PBS.

“"Anfigue Roadshow” ex-
ecutive producer Marsha
Bemko. The first celebrity
edifion aqirs Monday and
features comedian Jay
Leno, actor S. Epatha Merk-
erson, author Jason Reyn-
olds, Olympic figure skater
Nancy Kerrigan and pro
golfer Dottie Pepper. Ce-
lebrities have appeared on
“"Antique Roadshow” be-
fore, but this is the first time
they've been featured for
an entire episode.

Kerrigan gets a pair of her
Olympic medals appraised
as well as several competi-
five costumes, including
the Vera Wang wedding
dress outfit she wore at the
1992 Olympics. A torch from
the 1996 Summer Olympics
that she bought for $300 as
part of arelay is now worth

home from complications
of a stroke. He was sur-
rounded by his family.
Plucked for stardom at
NYCB as a teenager
by its legendary direc-
tor, George Balanchine,
d'Amboise performed
with the company for
about 35 years before re-
firing, just before turning
50, in the early ‘80s.

In an interview with The
Associated Press in 2018,
d’Amboise described the
moment he decided to
end his dance career.

“I was almost 50, there
were only a few roles left

as much as $7,000.
Reynolds wanted to know
about the value of a
Langston Hughes letter, an
advanced reader copy of
Claude Brown's “Manchild
in the Promised Land” and
a first edition signed copy of
Toni Morrison’s “Beloved.”
Merkerson has a collection
of Black memorabilia, and
Pepper has a golf cup and
an heirloom table.

Leno needs a lot more help
from the team. He and his
wife were instantly smitten
by a 16,000-square foot
estate in Newport, Rhode
Island, and bought it pretty
much on the spof, with all
the furnishings. But he has
no idea what he's got, from
paintings to sculptures.

"He did knock on the
door and buy everything

Associated Press

ketchup included
and doesn't know what's
in there. So it was a real
chance for us to help him,”
says Bemko.

Future episodes — airing
May 10, May 17 and May
24 — include the likes of

humorist John Hodgman,
actor Ronny Chieng, car-
toonist Mo Willems, journal-
ist Soledad O’Brien, fashion
designer Christian Siriano
and TV personality Carson
Kressley. “This is frue across
the board of everybody
we visited on this show and
all the others: They are hu-
man beings like you and
me,"” says Bemko. “They re-
ally are curious about what
they own and they want to
know, and not just because
of the money. It's not all
about the value.”

Dancer- choreogrqpher .chques d’Amboise appears during
an interview in his office at the National Dance Institute in New
York on March 3, 2018.

that | could do,” he said.
“I was waiting fo go on-
stage, and | suddenly
thought, ‘I don't want to

Associated Press
go on. | danced, came
off, took off my ballet
shoes and quit.”

He also famously ap-

The celebrity episodes
were a clever answer
tfo the pandemic and a
chance fo shake things up
during the 25th anniversary
of “Antique Roadshow.”
Initially, with flying not an
option, the celebrities cho-
sen to be featured were
within driving distance of
the show's Boston head-
quarters at WGBH. Every-
one had to drive in sepa-
rate cars, stay masked until
cameras were rolling and
were COVID-19 tested reg-
ularly. Some celebrities felt
more comfortable display-
ing their collectibles on
their lawn. Others allowed
appraisers inside.

For Hall, a fan of the show,
it was a chance to get
answers for the items her
family has long held dearr,
including an antique table,
old seltzer bottles and chic
handbags collected by
her grandmother.

Hall also learned some-
thing. Her highchair con-
verts info a stroller, some-
thing neither she nor her
mother knew until the ap-
praiser pointed it out. “That
just was so wild,” she re-
calls. “I never knew that it
did that. That was the big-
gest shock.”

She says she found the vis-
iting “Anfique Roadshow™
experience interesting and
fun: “l wanted to know the
story before they got to
me, but | didn’t care about
the value of them because
they meant so much to
me,"” she says.

The celebrity editions are
infused with good will and
gentle education as is the
original show. Or, as Bem-
ko puts it, "we ultimately
tfeach history with mate-
rial culture.” “That is the
beauty of what ‘Road-
show’ does: You are actu-
ally learning history, but not
in a way that you even no-
ficed,” she adds.(]
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Minors primer: What's new as MilLB returns in 20217

By JAKE SEINER

AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — They've
waited for the Wahoos,
stood by for the Sod Poo-
dles, bided their time for
the Biscuits or Trash Pandas.
After more than a year of
uncertainty and empty
ballparks, fans in minor
league cities are finally get-
ting baseball back.

"Small town baseball, it's
the fabric of the United
States," Brooklyn Cyclones
manager Ed Blankmeyer
said. "If's a culture."

Minor league teams across
the country are sef to open
their seasons Tuesday, re-
furming baseball fo com-
munities denied the old
natfional pastime during
the coronavirus pandemic.
Capacities will differ by ju-
risdiction, but for most, it
will be the first opportunity
to see pro players in person
since the entire 2020 sea-
son was canceled.

Of course, much has
changed since the last af-
filiated games were played
in 2019. There are fewer
teams and leagues and
Maijor League Baseball has
infroduced plans to use the
minors as a testing ground
for new rules that could im-
prove pace of play or re-
duce player injuries.

Much will remain the same.
Family-friendly prices, off-
beat giveaways and out-
landish  tfeam  branding
— more on those Trash Pan-
das below — remain key
pillars of the minor league
experience.

But for those wondering
what will be different, here's
a primer:

WHO GOES WHERE?

The biggest change, of
course, is that MLB con-
fracted the minors from 160
affiliates to 120.
Commissioner Rob Man-
fred's office assumed full
control of the minors after
deciding this offseason not
to renew its agreement
with the National Associa-
fion of Professional Baseball
Leagues, the body that op-
erated minor league ball.
That gave MLB latitude to
reshape the minors, and it
acted fast. The short-sea-
son leagues were elimi-
nated, as were several full-
season affiliates, to take 40
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Tulsa Drillers’ Hueston Morrill waits for his name to be announced at the Double-A baseball team’s
game against the Frisco RoughRiders in Tulsa, Okla., in this Tuesday, June 30, 2020, file photo.

clubs out of the equation.
Whatremains are fourlevels
— Triple-A, Double-A, High-
A and Low-A — each with
regional names. No more
Pacific Coast League, for
example — it's just Triple-A
West. Several leagues with
over 100 years of history,
including the Internation-
al League (established in
1884), Texas League (1902)
and Florida State League
(1919), are no more.

Three previously indepen-
dent franchises — the St.
Paul Saints, Somerset Patri-
ots and Sugar Land Skee-
ters — were brought into
affiiated ball, meaning 43
clubs lost their connection
to the pro ranks. Many of
those were folded into new
summer leagues for col-
lege players, draft hopefuls
or independent leagues,
keeping baseball in those
communities in some form.
Some, though, folded en-
firely.

Several have also rebrand-
ed, and just like before the
pandemic, they've done
it with minor league base-
ball's signature eye-raising
creativity.

The Mobile BayBears
moved fo Madison, Alo-
bama, and became the
Rocket City Trash Pandas
— Rocket City for the ared's
fies to the space industry,
and Trash Pandas as a nod
to the area's clever, mis-
chievous racoons.

Other clubs with new moni-

kers: Kannapolis has trans-
formed from the Intimida-
tors to the Cannon Ballers,
Wichita inherited a team
from New Orleans and
named it the Wind Surge,
and Fort Myers now goes
by the Mighty Mussels.

ON THE FIELD

The minors will be a testing
ground for several rules ex-
periments MLB is consider-
ing, including an automat-
ed strike zone, restrictions
on defensive positioning
and larger bases.

An automatic ball-strike
system will be used at some
Low-A Southeast League
games, the highest level
yet for the robo zone that's
already been ftested in
the independent Atflantic
League and the Arizona
Fall League. The system
has received mixed re-
views from players, includ-
ing complaints about how
the system grades breaking
pitches down in the zone.
At Double-A, infielders will
have to keep both feet in
the infield at the start of
every play, although there
won't yet be a ban on shift-
ing three or more infielders
to either side of second
base -- MLB hasn't closed
the door on banning the
shift, though.The bases af
Triple-A will be expanded
from 15 by 15 inches to 18
by 18, which MLB hopes will
improve player safety and
modestly increase stolen
bases and infield hits.

Associated Press

The most impactful change
could come at the lower
levels, where MLB will [imit
pitchers' ability to hold bas-
erunners. At High-A, pitch-
ers will be required to fully
disengage from the rubber
prior to throwing to a base,
under penalty of a balk.
In Low-A, pitchers only get
two pickoff attempts per
plate appearance. If they
try for a third and don't re-
cord an out, it's a balk.

The Low-A West league will
also adopt on-field timers
previously used at other
levels with additional reg-
ulafions fo reduce game
length and improve pace
of play.

ON THE ROSTER

At least 1,000 roster spofts
were eliminated when MLB
contracted 40 clubs, but
those that remain are at
least gefting a pay raise.
MLB decided prior to the
pandemic to boost minor
league wages between
38% and 72% — a bump in-
troduced three years after
MLB successfully lobbied
Congress to exempt play-
ers from federal minimum
wage laws.

Players at Class A will see
their minimum weekly pay
raised from from $290 to
$500. Double-A will jump
from $350 to $600, and Tri-
ple-A from $502 to $700.
For most, opening day will
be their first competitive
game since the end of
the 2019 season. More ad-

vanced players may have
gotten reps last season at
alternate training sites, but
the bulk of players report-
ed fo spring training in late
March after scrambling to
stay sharp in 2020.

Their experiences varied,
with a lucky few maintain-
ing access to fraining fa-
cilities and other resources
throughout the pandemic.
Others got creative — pow-
erlifting with fruck parts, box
jumping on electrical units,
constructing makeshift bull-
pens in their back yards. At
the other end of the spec-
frum, some Venezuelan
players, unable to return to
their conflict-stricken home
country, were locked into
team housing and unable
to leave for months, even
to grocery shop.

"If you have young guys
that need to play base-
ball, they've been void of
it for almost two years now,
they've gof to get out there
and play," Los Angeles An-
gels manager Joe Maddon
said. "This is one time | am
really going fo be paying
aftention to minor league
reports coming up. | want
to see and hear how our
guys are doing."

Players say they expect
pitchers to be a good deal
sharper than batters early
on, especially among those
who didn't go fo alter-
nate training sites. Pitchers
adapted during the shut-
down, using that fime to
build velocity and develop
new pitches. Hitters, mean-
while, were hamstrung
without the chance to get
regular at-bats  against
high-level pitching.
"Definitely, pitchers are a
little bit ahead right now,"
Mets third base prospect
Brett Baty said.

"I've just been telling guys
to throw strikes," said team-
mate and right-hander
Matt Allan, who has been
telling his fellow pitchers to
challenge hitters early and
often.

Players are understandably
eager to get back info the
minor league grind, com-
peting against other teams
and playing in front of fans.
About the only thing they
aren't excited fore

"The nine- or 10-hour bus
rides," Allan joked.]
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Analysis: After draft, some obstacles ahead for NFL in 2021

By BARRY WILNER

AP Pro Football Writer

With a successful in-person
draft in Cleveland behind
it, the NFL inexorably moves
on. What's ahead might
not go so smoothly as the
selection process did on
the shore of Lake Erie. For
one, the league and the
players’ union likely will be
hassling over offseason
programs for, well, the rest
of the offseason.

For another, while Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell and
the 32 team owners rather
loudly are embracing the
idea of full stands come
the regular season, there
are far too many uncer-
tainties with the COVID-19
pandemic that are still a
significant factor.

As for major storylines for
the teams, no need to
look beyond Green Bay up
north and Houston down
south.

OFFSEASON PROGRAMS
This one could get ugly,
and relatively soon.
Although the NFL pushed
back in-person atten-
dance for meetings and
OTAs, which are optional
anyway, unfil later this
month, the NFL Players
Association wants to do
something virtually no else
does: Go back to 2020.
At least when it comes to
mandatory events, partic-
ularly minicamps.

Last year, the offseason
programs were all done
virtually and training camp
was pushed back because
of the pandemic. This year,
organized team activities
can begin May 24 for 10
sessions, and minicamps
can be held until June 18.
NFLPA President JC Tretter,
a center with the Browns,
has campaigned for elimi-
nating all of that.

“The good news for our
sport is that while the NFL
season looked and felt
noticeably different from
previous years,” Tretter has
written on the NFLPA web-
site, “we learned that the
game of football did not
suffer at the expense of
protecting its players more
than ever before.

“"Our process is to follow
the science on what is saf-
est for our guys, and many
of the changes this past

e,

In this Jan. 16, 2021, file photo, Green Bay Packers quarterback Aaron Rodgers (12) runs during an
NFL divisional playoff football game against the Los Angeles Rams in Green Bay, Wis.

year — like no in-person off-
season workouts/practices,
the extended acclima-
tion period before fraining
camp and no preseason
games — gave us a year
of data that demonstrates
maintaining some of these
changes long term is in the
best interest of the game.”
The battle lines could be
drawn for June's mini-
camps. The union could
advise ifs members not to
attend, but the feams can
hand down hefty fines to
those players who, basical-

ly, opt out.

PRESEASON GAMES

The owners maoke too
much money off these ex-
hibition games to totally
eliminate them. Getting
them to drop from four to
three per feam (not count-
ing the Hall of Fame game)
took adding a 17th regular-
season game. Coaches
want them fo help set their
rosters and find their start-
ers. Rookies need them to
become acclimated to the
pros before the real stuff
kicks off. Free agents join-
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ing new teams are helped
in their adjustments by pre-
season matches.

At least that's what we are
told.

If the union is to make
a stand about the work
schedule, minicamps are
more likely to be the focal
point than boycofting pre-
season games.
ATTENDANCE

Goodell and the league’s
medical staff wisely and
repeatedly make their de-
cisions regarding practice
facilities, stadiums and

games based on the lat-
est medical science and
municipality health rules.
His bosses — that would be
the feam owners — can be
more pushy as far as get-
ting people in the stands.
It's unlikely that the com-
missioner  would  back
down in this area, even
if a franchise in a “"more
open” state such as Texas
or Florida, pushed for at-
tendance beyond what
the league itself deems ap-
propriate and safe. Cifing
Dr. Allen Sills, the NFL's chief
medical officer, and his
staff, Goodell often refers
back to their work in get-
ting the 2020 schedule and
postseason completed on
time. Don't look for him to
abandon that approach
regardless of the potential
pushback from one or sev-
eral clubs.

A-ROD AND DESHAUN

If you think things are cold
in Green Bay in Decem-
ber, try the icy atmosphere
right now. Aaron Rodg-
ers reportedly wants out,
the Packers say they have
no intention of trading the
2020 league MVP — and
their only chance of com-
peting for a title in 2021. Not
that the star quarterback’s
confract is easy to deal,
nor are there many (any?)
contenders who could
make the move. Would
Rodgers want fo finish off a
career that will eventually
get him to Canton, Ohio,
with an also-ran and no
shot at another ring?

Stay tuned.[]

By JOE REEDY

AP Sports Writer

Amazon Prime Video will
become the exclusive
home of the NFL's “Thurs-
day Night Football” pack-
age a year earlier than
originally anticipated.
Amazon and the league
announced Monday that
Prime Video will take over
the entire package in
2022, which will make it an
11-season deal through
2032.

It was originally supposed
fo begin in 2023 when the

league’s new media rights
deals kick in.

Thisis the first time a sfream-
ing service has had the full
rights to an NFL package.
“This expedited deal is an
immediate differentiator
for us as a service, as it
gives Prime members ex-
clusive access to the most
popular sport in the United
States,” Marie Donoghue,
Amazon’s vice president
of global sports video, said
in a statement.

Prime Video will carry 15
regular-season games on

Amazon to take over “Thursday Night Football”
package in ‘22

-

Joseph Toliver, 4, plays on one of the 32 NFL team helmets on
display, Tuesday, April 13, 2021, in downtown Cleveland.

Thursday night along with
one preseason game.
Games will be available
on stations in the markets
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of the participating teams,
which is the same practice
when they are on ESPN
and NFL Network.




