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States pass their
ownh virus aid,
not waiting on
Washington

By BRIAN WITTE
Associated Press
ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) — Not waiting
for more federal help, states have
been approving their own coronao-
virus aid packages, spending hun-
dreds of millions of dollars to help
residents and business owners dev-
astated by the the pandemic’s eco-
nomic fallout.
Maryland and California recently
moved forward with help for the
poor, the jobless, small business-
es and those needing child care.
New Mexico and Pennsylvania are
funneling grants directly to cash-
starved businesses. North Carolina’s
governor wants addifional state
aid for such things as bonus pay for
teachers and boosting rural internet
speeds.

Continued on Page 2
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In this Nov. 19, 2020, file photo, a server carries food for a customer at Ye Olde King’s Head in Santa Monica, Calif..
Associated Press
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States pass their own virus aid, not waiting on Washington

Continuved from Front

The spending also pro-
vides fuel for critics who say
states don't need another
massive infusion of cash
from Congress. The Biden
administration’s  $1.9  tril-
lion coronavirus relief plan
calls for sending $350 billion
fo state and local govern-
ments. Directing federal
money to state govern-
ments has been so con-
tentious that the idea was
stripped from the previous
congressional aid pack-
age passed in December.

Republican Sen. Rick Scott
of Florida has frequently
criticized proposals to send
more money to state gov-
ernments, calling it a bail-
out for Democratic-run
states he accuses of over-
spending.

In this Jan. 19, 2021, file photo, diners exit a restaurant with
open notices scrawled on plywood sheets covering the
establishment's windows, a block south of the State Capitol in

downtown Denver.

“It's great news that states
are doing well, many see-
ing revenues higher than
projected, and are able
to help their citizens dur-
ing this pandemic,” he
said in a statement to The
Associated Press. “House
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and Senate Democrats
should follow the facts and
ditch their radical efforts to
award wasteful bailouts for
failed politicians in states
like New York and Califor-
nia.”

Many governors say contin-

uved uncertainty about the
ongoing effects of the pan-
demic on their economies
justifies the need for more
federal spending. They say
their state aid initiatives are
targeted at people who
remain desperate for help
nearly a year after the pan-
demic began shuttering
businesses.

In Maryland, where direct
stimulus checks were being
distributed as part of more
than $1 billion in relief, Ca-
trina Garrett said the boost
from the state was crucial.
Garrett, a 35-year-old sin-
gle mother with a part-time
job, said it will help her pay
rent and catch up on bills.

“A lot of people will need
this, and it will help families
that have not been able to
provide for their children,”
said Garreft, who lives in
Baltimore with her three
kids.Other states are con-
sidering significant spend-
ing to provide more relief
to residents. Governors and
lawmakers have said they
are concerned the econ-
omy and job prospects will
deteriorate even further
before Congress acts on
the Biden plan. A slow start
to the nationwide vaccina-
tion program also has tem-
pered expectations that
inoculations will be wide-
spread soon enough to res-
cue businesses that have
struggled with shutdown
orders.

Under a bill awaiting the
governor's signature, New
Mexico would provide
$200 million in direct grants
to businesses, which could
use them to pay rent and
mortgages. It's part of a
proposed state pandemic
relief package that also
would provide a $600 tax
rebate fo low-wage work-
ers, a four-month tax holi-
day for restaurants as they
recover from indoor-dining
restrictions and a waiver on
liquor store license fees.

Democratic Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham said aggres-
sive action is needed fo
ward off business closures
and evictions as Congress
deliberates.

“The cascading effect, it's
actually a problem that
most states are grappling
with ... waiting for the relief
money out of the feds,” she
said. “We need to be able
to hold up, to shore up
businesses moving forward,
and we want them to have
security to hold their cur-
rent employees and po-
tentially hire more.”

In California, Gov. Gavin
Newsom this week signed
a $7.6 billion relief package
that includes $600 in one-
fime payments for about
5.7 million residents, includ-
ing immigrants who were
left out of previous relief
initiatives. Another $2 billon
is going to struggling busi-
nesses.

Maryland Gov. Larry Ho-
gan, a Republican, signed
legislation last week with
bipartisan support in the
Democratic-controlled
legislature  for one-time
stimulus payments of $300
for certain individuals and
$500 for families. It also
provides up fo $9,000 in
sales tax relief for small
businesses."Absent of a
federal response, the states
are having to step up,” said
Robin McKinney, co-found-
er and CEO of the CASH
Campaign of Maryland, a
nonprofit organization that
helps low-income residents
file taxes.

The spending also shows
that many states have
proved unexpectedly resil-
ient during the pandemic,
with better-than-projected
tax revenue and healthy
budgets. In California, rev-
enue for the current fiscal
year through January was
running more than $10 bil-
lion ahead of the gover-
nor’s initial projections.(d
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Amid surge, U.S. tries to expedite release of migrant children

By NOMAAN MERCHANT
Associated Press

HOUSTON (AP) — With its
long-term facilities for im-
migrant children nearly full,
the Biden administration
is working to expedite the
release of children to their
relafives in the U.S.

U.S. Health and Human
Services on Wednesday
authorized operators  of
long-term facilities to pay
for some of the children’s
flights and fransportation
to the homes of their spon-
sors. Under the agency’s
current guidelines, sponsors
can be charged for those
flights and required to pay
before the government will
release children, even if the
sponsors have been vetted
by the government.

Those costs can sometimes
exceed $1,000 per child.
An internal memo sent
Wednesday and obtained
by The Associated Press au-
thorizes facility operators to
use government funding
for transport fees “in the
event that a sponsor is not
able to pay fees associ-
ated with commercial air-
fare, and a child’s physical
release would be otherwise
delayed.” HHS declined to
say how many flights would
be funded.

HHS has drastically cut its
capacity due to the coro-
navirus pandemic. Nearly
all of the department’s
7,100 beds for immigrant
children are full. Mean-
while, Border Patrol agents
are apprehending an av-
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In this Aug. 29, 2019, file photo, migrant teens line up for a class at a “tender-age” facility for
babies, children and teens, in Texas’ Rio Grande Valley, in San Benito, Texas.

erage of more than 200
children crossing the bor-
der without a parent per
day. Most Border Patrol fa-
cilities aren't equipped for
long-term detention, with
children forced to sleep
on mats in cells where the
lights stay on around the
clock.

To take children from
the Border Patrol, HHS re-
opened a surge facility at
Carrizo Springs, Texas, that
can hold up to 700 teenag-
ers, and may soon reopen
another site at Homestead,
Florida. While they have
beds, classrooms and din-
ing areas, surge facilities
cost an estimated $775 per
child per day and are not
subject to the same licens-
ing requirements as regular
facilities.

Democrats sharply  criti-

cized them during the ad-
ministration of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, and
news of Carrizo Springs’
reopening has drawn criti-
cism from some Democrafs
as well as Republicans who
argue Trump was unfairly
blamed. Some have ac-
cused Biden of moving to
detain children in “cages.”
No children are detained
in cells or behind chain-link
fencing at Carrizo Springs,
which has long trailers that
serve as dormifories and a
large tent as a dining hall.

“We had to expand and
open additional facilities
because there was not
enough space in the ex-
isting facilities if we were
to abide by COVID pro-
tocols,” White House Press
Secretary Jen Psaki said
Wednesday. Psaki noted
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that Biden halted a Trump-
era practice of expelling
unaccompanied immi-
grant children under public
health law, though the U.S.
still expels immigrant fami-
lies and single adults who
cross the border without
permission.

“Our objective is to move
these kids quickly from
there to vetted, sponsored
families and to places
where they can safely be,”
she said.

But experts on the deten-
tion of immigrant children
say HHS needs to change
how it works to relieve pres-
sure on the overall system.

Leecia Welch, senior direc-
tor of child welfare at the
nonprofit National Center
for Youth Law, said HHS
could have made several
policy changes months

ago that would dalleviate
what she called “a govern-
ment-created crisis.” She
applauded the move to
pay for flights and called on
U.S. officials to explore oth-
er ways to release children
from HHS faster, including
by raising the capacity of
regular facilities while en-
suring that protocols are
followed to stop the spread
of the virus.

“"While we recognize the
Biden administration’s ef-
forts to process unac-
companied children in a
responsible way that ad-
dresses public health needs
and prioritizes  children’s
safety, it is critical that it
not repeat the mistakes of
the Trump administration,”
Naureen Shah, an attorney
for the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, said in a state-
ment.

One longstanding require-
ment that has delayed
some releases is forcing
sponsors to pay for airfares.
“Facilities have told families
that they will not release
a child unless they specifi-
cally go to a specific tfravel
agency and purchase tick-
ets,” said Dr. Amy Cohen,
executive director of the
advocacy group Every Last
One.

In one case this week, Co-
hen said, staff at a facil-
ity told a woman that she
would have to bring a cer-
fified check to the airport in
order to collect her child,
who has been in an HHS fa-
cility for three weeks.(

Chief: Capitol police were unsure
about using force Jan. é

By M. BALSAMO

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Po-
lice officers who defended
the Capitol during the Jan.
6 insurrection did not prop-
erly lock down the build-
ing and were unsure of
the rules for using deadly
force against the rioters,
according fo the acting
chief of the Capitol Police.
In a statement submitted
for a House hearing Thurs-
day, Yogananda Pittman
provides new details about
the law enforcement re-
sponse to the Capitol riot

and the problems that hob-
bled the police’s response.
The statement fills in crucial
new details as lawmakers
begin investigating what
went wrong the day of the
aftack. Pittman emphao-
sizes the heroism of officers
during the "ugly battle” on
Jan 6 and states that Capi-
tol Police had compiled an
infernal intelligence assess-
ment ahead of the insur-
rection, when thousands of
pro-Trump rioters stormed
Congress as lawmakers
were certifying Joe Biden's
presidential win. That as-

sessment, she says, warned
that militia members, white
supremacists and members
of ofher extremist groups
were likely to participate,
that demonstrators would
be armed and that it was
possible they would come
to the Capitol to try to dis-
rupt the vote.

“Based on the assessment,
the Department under-
stood that this demonstra-
fion would be unlike the
previous  demonstrations
held by protesters with simi-
lar ideologies in November
and December 2020," Pitt-

man will say, according to
her prepared remarks.

The department also took
additional  measures 1o
beef up security because
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In this Wednesday, Jan. é, 2021, file photo, violent protesters
storm the Capitol, in Washington.
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of the threat, including call-
ing in additional officers
and stepping up protec-
fion for key members of
Congress.d
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Hunters and trappers blow past Wisconsin’s wolf kill target

By TODD RICHMOND
Associated Press
MADISON, Wis. (AP) —
Hunters and trappers blew
past Wisconsin’s wolf Kill
target in less than 72 hours,
forcing a premature end o
a hunt that initially wasn't
supposed to happen for
another nine months and
raising the ire of animal
rights activists.

The Department of Natu-
ral Resources reported at
midday Wednesday that
162 wolves had been killed,
which was 43 more than
the state’s target of 119.
The agency estimated that
about 1,000 wolvesroamed
the state before the hunt
began. The department’s
population goal is 350.

The season began Monday
and had been scheduled
to run through Sunday,
but DNR officials said the
hunt would end at 3 p.m.
Wednesday because so
many animals had been
killed in the first two days.
The wolf season has been
one of the most conten-
tfious outdoors issues that
Wisconsin  has grappled
with in the last 20 years.
Animal rights advocates
have argued that wolf
populations are too small
fo support hunting and that
the animals are tfoo ma-
jestic to kill. Farmers and
rural residents, though, say
wolves are kiling their live-
stock and pets.
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This July 16, 2004, file photo, shows a gray wolf at the Wildlife Science Center in Forest Lake, Minn.

Wisconsin law hands wolf
hunters and trappers sig-
nificant advantages dur-
ing the season. Unlike with
deer hunting, wolf hunters
and trappers can operate
at night and use dogs to
corner wolves. Snow cover
also aids fracking.

Wayne Pacelle, president
of animal rights group Ani-
mal Wellness Action, said
in a statement Wednesday
that killed Wisconsin wolves

didn’t stand a chance.
“Traps are set like land-
mines for unsuspecting ani-
mals and the hunters are
deep into the woods and
out of the range of com-
munication, and they can
easily claim they didn't
get the ‘stop the hunt’ no-
fice before they killed their
wolf,” he said.

Collette Adkins, carnivore
conservation director for
the Center for Biological
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Diversity, an Arizona-based
nonprofit that works to pro-
tect endangered species,
issued a statement calling
the Wisconsin hunt “a reck-
less slaughter.”

Hunters and frappers ex-
ceeded the state’s kill tar-
get during Wisconsin's 2012,
2013 and 2014 seasons,
which were held before
the wolf was placed back
on the federal endangered
species list.

Wisconsin law requires the
DNR to give 24-hour nofice
of wolf hunting zone clo-
sures, which means hunt-
ers and frappers can keep
killing wolves for another
day after a closure is an-
nounced. If they kill a wolf
after the zone is closed,
they would face a $330
fine.

The Trump administration
removed federal protec-
tions for wolves in January,
returning management to
the states. Wisconsin law
requires the DNR to hold an
annual hunt between No-
vember and February. The
department was preparing
for a November hunt when
Republican lawmakers de-
manded the season start
before the end of February,
saying they were worried
the Biden administration
might re-list wolves before
November and deny Wis-
consin hunters a season.
The DNR resisted, but hunt-
er advocacy group Hunter
Nafion won a court or-
der earlier this month that
forced the immediate
launch of a wolf hunting
season.

The DNR still plans to hold
a November wolf hunting
season. Keith Warnke, the
department’s fish, wildlife
and parks administrator,
fold the agency’'s policy
board during a meeting
Wednesday that hunters
had exceeded the Iimit.

Palm Beach County refuses to lower flags for Rush Limbaugh

In this May 14, 2012 file photo, Rush Limbaugh speaks during a
ceremony inducting him into the Hall of Famous Missourians in
the state Capitol in Jefferson City, Mo.

By TERRY SPENCER and
BOBBY CAINA CALVAN
Associated Press

Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP)
— Palm Beach County de-
fied Gov. Ron DeSantis on

Wednesday, refusing fo
lower its courthouse flags
fo half-staff in honor of the
lote conservative broad-
caster Rush Limbaugh.

The county’s courthouse
flags remained at full staff,
ignoring Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis' Tuesday afternoon or-
der directing its U.S. and
Florida flags to be flown at
half-staff. He also ordered
the Town of Palm Beach
and the State Capitol in
Tallahassee to fly their flags
at half-staff from sunrise
to sunset on Wednesday.
Those flags were lowered.
Palm Beach County would
only say it followed “normall
protocols” on Wednesday,
but Commissioner Melissa
McKinlay posted a state-

ment on Twittersaying, “The
lowering of flags should be
a unifying gesture during
solemn occasions, such
as in remembrance of the
young lives lost during the
Parkland High School mas-
sacre or first responder line
of duty deaths.” She was
referring to the 2018 shoot-
ing at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas in nearby Parkland
that left 17 dead. McKinlay
contfinued: "Although Rush
Limbaugh was a significant
public figure, he was also
an incredibly divisive one
who hurt many people with
his words and actions.” Of-
ficials in the Town of Palm
Beach, the wealthy island
enclave where Limbaugh
lived for two decades, is-

sued a statement saying
its policy is to comply with
governor's orders to lower
the flags. The governor's
press office did not imme-
diately respond to an email
seeking comment. Flags
are typically lowered to
honor prominent govern-
ment officials, as well as law
enforcement officers and
members of the military
killed in the line of duty. De-
Santis has said Limbaugh's
stature justified the honor.
Limbaugh, 70, died of lung
cancer on Feb. 17. DeSan-
tis called Limbaugh a leg-
end during a news confer-
ence two days later and
indicated he would direct
flags to be flown at half-
staff to honor him.(4
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Putin warns of unnamed foreign efforts to destabilize Russia

By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
Associated Press
MOSCOW (AP) — Russian
President  Viadimir  Putin
ordered his nation’s top
counterinteligence agen-
cy Wednesday to redouble
its efforts to address what
he described as Western
aftempts to destabilize Rus-
sia.

Speaking at a meeting of
fop officials of the Federal
Security Service, or FSB, the
main KGB successor agen-
cy, Putin pointed at the
“so-called policy of con-
tainment of Russia,” charg-
ing that it includes efforts to
“derail our development,
slow it down, create prob-
lems alongside our borders,
provoke infernal instability
and undermine the values
that unite the Russian soci-
ety.”

The Russian president add-
ed that those activities by
foreign powers, which he
didn't name, are aimed
at "weakening Russia and
putting it under outside
control.”

The United States and its
NATO allies have rejected
similar previous claims by
the Kremlin that they were
seeking tfo undermine Rus-
sia.

Russia’s relatfions with the

Russian President Vliadimir Putin speaks during a meeting of the Federal Security Service (FSB)
board in Moscow, Russia, on Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021.

West plummeted fo post-
Cold War lows following
Moscow's 2014 annexo-
fion of Ukraine's Crimea
and Russian meddling in
the 2016 U.S. presidential
election. The recent ar-
rest of Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny and
a sweeping crackdown on
protesters demanding his
release has been another
source of tension.

Navalny, Putin’s most prom-

inent critic, was arrested on
Jan. 17 upon returning from
Germany, where he spent
five months recovering
from a nerve-agent poison-
ing that he blames on the
Kremlin. Russian authorities
have rejected the accusa-
fion and accused Navalny
of cooperating with West-
ern intelligence agencies
— claims which he has ridi-
culed.

Earlier this month, Navalny
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was senfenced fo 2 1/2
years in prison for violat-
ing terms of his probation
while convalescing in Ger-
many. The sentence stems
from a 2014 embezzlement
conviction that Navalny
has rejected as fabricated
and the European Court
of Human Rights has ruled
to be unlawful. Navalny’s
arrest has fueled a wave
of protests that drew tens
of thousands to the streefs

across Russia. The authori-
ties have detained about
11,000 people, many of
whom were fined or given
jail terms ranging from sev-
en to 15 days.

Without naming Navalny,
Putin assailed those in Rus-
sia who allegedly serve for-
eign interests.

“It's necessary to draw a
line between natural politi-
cal competition, competi-
fion between political par-
fies, ideological platforms,
various views on the coun-
fry’s development, and the
activities that have nothing
to do with democracy and
are aimed at undermin-
ing stability and security of
our state, at serving foreign
interests,” he said. The Rus-
sian president emphasized
the need for the FSB to
shield the parliamentary
election set for September
from any “provocations.”
Putin hailed the agency
for disrupting the activities
of foreign spies, maintain-
ing it unmasked 72 foreign
inteligence officers and
423 of their informants. He
ordered the FSB to tighten
the protection of the coun-
fry's latest military tfech-
nologies, saying, “You dall
understand that we have a
lot to safeguard.”

Trash fills Bosnia river faster than workers can pull it out

By ELDAR EMRIC

Associted Press
VISEGRAD, Bosnia-Her-
zegovina (AP) — Environ-
mental activists in Bosnia
are warning that tons of
garbage floating down
the Balkan country’s rivers
are endangering the local
ecosystem and people’s
health.

The Drina River, located
on the border between
Bosnia and Serbia, has
been covered for weeks
with trash that has piled up
faster than the authorities
can clear it out.

Weeks of wet winter
weather that swelled the
Drina and its fributaries
pulled plastic bottles, rusty
barrels, used tires, old furni-
ture and other rubbish into
the water.

Near the eastern Bosnian
town of Visegrad, islands
of garbage can be seen

floating on the emerald-
colored water as they ad-
vance toward the dam
of the local hydroelectric
power plant.

Activists say the situation
is similar for miles up and
downstream from Viseg-
rad.

“This is a problem of huge
proportions,” warned De-
jan Furtula of the local
environmental group Eko
Centar Visegrad. “lI am
appealing on all institu-
fions and everyone who
can help to join the (clear-
ing) process.”

Local authorities have
been working to remove
the garbage, but more
frash is constantly arriving
from upstream, carried
also by the Drina’s tributar-
ies in Serbia and Montene-
gro. The waste eventually
piles up by the Visegrad
dam. The 346-kilometer

long (215-mile-long) Drina
later flows into the Sava
River.

Furtula said that micro
plastics and toxins from
the garbage end up in the
food chain, threatening
both wildlife and humans.

“The entire ecosystem is in
danger,” he said. “We all
eat fish here.”

Waste management is a
problem in many Balkans
nations, where the econ-
omies are struggling and
environmental issues often

This aerial photo shows a dam garbage floating in the Drina river
near Visegrad, eastern Bosnia, Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021.
Associated Press

come last, after efforts to
step up employment and
industry production.
Serbia recently faced a
similar garbage-clogging
emergency at an accu-
mulation lake. Unauthor-
ized waste dumps dot hills
and valleys throughout
the country, while trash lit-
tersroads and plastic bags
hang from the trees.

The Drina clearing effort in
Bosnia received a boost
this week from a startup
based in Germany that
brought in a garbage-
picking vessel dubbed
Collectix.

Everwave co-founder Cle-
" mens Feigl said “shocking”

images of the frash-cov-
ered river motivated the
company fo come over
to help. "We will try in the
next days to geft as much
waste as possible out of
the water.,” he said.
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Sanctions prompt Venezuela to expel head of EU delegation

By JORGE RUEDA
Associated Press
CARACAS, Venezuela
(AP) — Venezuela's gov-
ernment on Wednesday
ordered the expulsion of
the head of the European
Union delegation in the
South American nation fol-
lowing the bloc’s decision
to impose sanctions on sev-
eral Venezuelan officials
accused of undermining
democracy or violating hu-
man rights.

Isabel Brilhante Pedrosa
was given 72 hours to
leave the troubled coun-
fry. Venezuelan Foreign
Minister Jorge Arreaza said
Brilhante Pedrosa was de-
clared persona non grata
by decision of President
Nicolds Maduro.

“The circumstances of ag-
gression leave no option”
due to “disrespect for pub-
lic international law” and
in accordance with the
Vienna Convention on dip-
lomatic relations, Arreaza
said in a statement after a
meeting with the European
diplomat in the capital of
Caracas.

“We do it because there
are dalready 55 decisions,
of what they call sanctions
in the European Union or in
the US system, as if they had

European Union Ambassador to Venezuela Isabel Brilhante Pedrosa is presented with a letter of
“persona non grata” from Venezuelan Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza at his office in Caracas,
Venezuela, Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2021.

a moral authority, which
they do not have, norlegal,
fo impose any punishments
on citizens of any other
country,” Arreaza said.

The move from the Ven-
ezuelan government came
two days after the Europe-
an Union's foreign ministers
sanctioned 19 Venezuelan
officials, freezing their assefts
and banning them from
fraveling to the bloc, citing

the deteriorating situation
Venezuela faces after the
December 2020 elections.
The main opposition parties
boycotted those elections.
So far, 55 Venezuelan of-
ficials have been sanc-
fioned by the European
Union.

“The individuals added to
the list are mainly respon-
sible for undermining the
electoralrights of the oppo-

Associated Press

sitions and the democratic
functioning of the Nationall
Assembly and for serious
violations of human rights
and restrictions on funda-
mental freedoms,” the EU
ministers pointed out.

It is the second time in al-
most eight months that Bril-
hante Pedrosa has been
declared persona non gro-
ta and ordered to leave
Venezuela. The measures

both times have been re-
lated to the sanctions im-
posed by the European
bloc against officials and
allies of Maduro.

Last June, Brihante Pe-
drosa was able to remain
in Venezuela after the Eu-
ropean Union High Repre-
sentative for Foreign Affairs,
Josep Borrell, and Arreaza
agreed on the need fto
maintain a framework of
diplomatic relations at a
fime when the parties “can
facilitate the paths of politi-
cal dialogue.”

Arreaza on Wednesday la-
mented that the sanctions
were imposed again after
“last year it was possible
to establish stable com-
munication with the High
Representative for Foreign
Relations of the European
Union.”

“President Maduro was
generous when he allowed
the heads of missions fo
remain in Venezuela, and
even fthe missions of Eu-
ropean Union countries,
when in February 2019
they ignored him” as the
legitimate  president  of
Venezuela, Arreaza said
Wednesday in reference to
the recognition then given
to opposition leader Juan
Guaidd.

U.N.: Boat with Rohingya refugees adrift without food, water

By JULHAS ALAM

Associated Press

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP)
— A group of Rohingya ref-
ugees is adrift in a boaft in
the Andaman Sea without
food or water, the United
Nations said Wednesday,
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In this Feb. 15, 2021, file photo, Rohingya refugees headed to

as their families worried
that many may have al-
ready died.

The U.N. High Commission-
er for Refugees, or UNHCR,
said it understands that
some of the refugees died
after the boat left south-

the Bhasan Char island prepare to board navy vessels from
the south eastern port city of Chattogram, Bangladesh.

Associated Press

ern Bangladesh about two
weeks ago. It said it does
not know the boat’s exact
current location. The U.N.
and rights groups includ-
ing Amnesty International
have said many of the ref-
ugees were ill and suffering
from acute dehydration.
Reports said about 90 refu-
gees, including some chil-
dren, started the journey
fo seek better lives. Human
fraffickers often lure refu-
gees, promising them work
in Southeast Asian nations.
More than 1 million Rohing-
ya refugees from Myan-
mar are living in crowded
camps in Bangladesh, in-
cluding more than 700,000
who fled after Myanmar's
military conducted a harsh
counferinsurgency opera-
fion in 2017 involving mass
rape, murders and the
torching of villages.

Authorities in Bangladesh
said Tuesday they had
no information about any
boat that recently carried
Rohingya refugees out of
Bangladesh's waters.

“We have no ideaq,” said

Hafizur Rahman, police
chief of Teknaf in Cox’s Ba-
zar district.

The UNHCR said the Indian
coast guard has sent res-
cuers to look for the refu-
gees.

“We appreciate the efforts
of the Indian coast guard
in deploying their search
and rescue feam,” said
Catherine Stubberfield,
spokesperson for the UN-
HCR Regional Bureau for
Asia and the Pacific.
“Given that the refugees
are sfill adrift at sea, im-
mediate disesmbarkation is
absolutely critical fo meet-
ing their most basic human

needs and ensuring that
their safety is no longer
threatened,” she said in an
email.P.N. Anup, a spokes-
man for the Indian coast
guard, said he had “noth-
ing to say as of now.”

The mother of a 25-year-
old man on the boat said
she was worried about his
fate.

“Oh Allah, save all of the
people that are stuck in
the boat including my son
with your divine magic. Put
them somewhere on the
coast of the river. Please
fulfill the wishes of my son
to go there,” said Nasima
Khatun. “Is my son alive?
Has anything happened fto
him because of hungere
| do not know anything
about what my son is do-
ing, how he is surviving. He
only took 4 liters of water,”
she said.
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Asylum seekers rush to reglsier for U.S. border processing
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By MARIA VERZA
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY (AP) — In the
first five days since the ad-
ministration of U.S. President
Joe Biden began to pro-
cess the thousands of asy-
lum seekers waiting in Mexi-
co, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
registered 12,000 people.
That's nearly half the 25,000
active cases the U.S. gov-
ernment has cited.
Migrants who have waited
in Mexico and elsewhere
to get hearings on their U.S.
asylum requests are deal-
ing now with a mix of hope
and frustration, along with
overloaded websites and
telephone lines that never
stop ringing.

The hurdles are far better
than the seemingly endless
wait often in wretched con-
ditions of tens of thousands
of asylum seekers forced to
choose between waiting
in Mexico — or returning to
Central America — under
the Migrant Protection Pro-
focols, or Remain in Mexi-
co program. Instituted by
the Trump administration
in January 2019, the pro-
gram sought to discourage
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Asylum seekers receive food as they wait for news at the border, Friday, Feb. 19, 2021, in Tijuana,

Mexico.

asylum seekers by making
them wait in Mexico rather
than releasing them with
orders to appear for future
court dates in the U.S.

OnWednesday, the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Se-
curity announced it would
begin processing asylum
seekers with registered cas-
es who have been living in
a tent encampment on the

banks of the Rio Grande in
Matamoros, Mexico. Life in
the camp has always been
precarious, but it was espe-
cially hard hit by frigid win-
ter weather that hit Texas
and northern Mexico last
week. Processing residents
of the camp is a priority for
the Biden administration,
the statement said.

Last week, the U.S. govern-

Number of women on UK corporate
boards rises 50% in 5 years

LONDON (AP) — Women
now hold more than a
third of the seats on the
boards of Britain's biggest
companies, meefing a
government target set five
years ago.

The number of women on
the boards of directors of

Britain’s 350 top publicly
tfraded firms has jumped
by more than 50% since
2015, meaning that 34.3%
of all board seats are now
held by women, an inde-
pendent panel said in a
report published Wednes-
day. Women hold at least

People walk past the Bank of England in the City of London
financial district of London, during England’s third coronavirus
lockdown, Tuesday, Feb. 23, 2021.

Associated Press

one-third of the board
seats at 220 companies,
up from 53 five years ago.
While companies met the
target for board member-
ship, women still lag be-
hind in the competition
for senior executive roles,
particularly at  smaller
firms. Women hold 26.5%
of executive committee
seafs af the 100 largest
companies and just 21.7%
of these seats at smaller
companies.

“The progress has been
stfrongest with non-exec-
utive positions on boards,
but the coming years
should see many more
women taking top ex-
ecutive roles,” said Philip
Hampton, the former
chairman of Royal Bank of
Scotland who led the pan-
el. “That's what is needed
fo sustain the changes
made.”]

Associated Press

ment began processing
a small number of asylum
seekers with active cases in
San Diego. The processing
is expected to expand to El
Paso soon.

Some of that last group
registered from the United
States, suggesting  that
they may have entered
the country illegally after
making their initial asylum

petition. The others regis-
tered from Central Ameri-
ca where they returned to
their native countries rather
than remain in the often
dangerous Mexican cifies
at the border.

“I'm like | believe, | don't
believe it, | have a mix of
feelings,” said a Cuban
teacher from the border
city of Reynosa where she
been waiting for almost
two years. She requested
anonymity because she
had been kidnapped pre-
viously in the city.

After many frustrated at-
fempfts, she managed to
register and received a
WhatsApp message ask-
ing for her patience as
technical difficulties were
resolved. “Now just wait for
the call,” she said.

That call will be the third
step in the process. Monica
Vdazquez, UNHCR's liaison
fo the migrants, said that
first they have to check on-
line to confirm their case is
active.

Then they have to register
with  UNHCR where they
will receive an email with
a date and time for a tele-
phone call.

Daily
5A0PM vo 10:00PM
Tel.: 583-2666

¥
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Open:  Daily for Lunch and Dinner
From:  1100AM to 10:00PA

Tel.: 5872067

Website:  www thewestdeck.com
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Joe Davis, Managing Director Gloria:
“Gloria is an entertainment adventure and the most state-of-
the-art movie theater in the Caribbean”

EAGLE BACH — Aruba now offers
the most entertaining movie-going
experience with heart-pounding
audio, awe-inspiring images and
an immersive experience. IMAX is
the name. But, there is way more.
Grande Dame Giloria is the newest
entertainment complex and has 10
cinema theaters: an IMAX, é com-
fort class theaters and 3 VIP the-
aters. In total offering a capacity
of 1132 seats. Gloria invites you to
dine at any of its three restaurants.
If you prefer, grab something quick
at Lettuce Eat, Cold Fusion or the
ubiquitous Starbucks. “If you vaca-
tion here, this is your perfect night
out with the family,” says Joe Da-
vis, Managing Director Gloria.

Davis manages not only in Aruba
but also in Curacao. “Gloria is an
entertainment destination. We fry
to create a place for people not
only to watch movies but also
have a night out whether that
is eatfing dinner, enjoying drinks,
watching a sport event in one of
the bars downstairs or to do some-
thing with your family like see a
movie and afterwards go to Stay
& Play.” You can get pampered in
the VIP sections which have a dif-
ferent entrance from the rest of the
complex or just sit and have a cof-
fee. Truly, Gloria has something for
everyone. "“This is the most state-of-
the-art movie theater in the Carib-
bean.”

Downstairs
IMAX is a brand, Gloria agreed to

a franchise where they purchased
the proprietary equipment and
thus offering to show movies in that
format. Davis: “A larger screen,
dynamic sound, amazing image
that is IMAX.” Upon entering the
complex you encounter a food
court offering P.F. Chang’s (Asian
food), Italian Mangiamo and the
sports bar Sizzle. Starbucks, Lettuce
Eat and Cold Fusion are welcom-
ing you and for the children there’s
Play & Stay play court.

Sizzle is infroducing their new menu,
if you are looking for the best wings
and burgers in town, stop by this
sports bar. You will love it!

VIP

If you want an upscale experience,
use the separate enfrance to the
VIP theaftres. “Here you relax in a
full recliner with a particular head-
rest, your waiter comes into the
auditorium and takes your order to

serve you there. If you do not want
to watch a movie and just enjoy
your steak and seafood we offer
a very nice lounge to sit and eat,
your choice. Seats are state of the
art, brand-new and super comfort-
able with built-in fray tables, illu-
minated menus and a call-button
for service,” Davis says. Eventually
they will offer valet parking as well.

Upstairs

The escalator brings you to the first
floor with IMAX and 6 comfort class
theaters. “Ease in very comfort-
able leather rockers and enjoy the
large and wide screens plus per-
fect sound. IMAX offers wide huge
chairs and a screen of 22 meters
wide (71 feet) and 13 meters tall
with a 10.1 Dolby Surround Sound
System, amazing.” Gloria takes you
inside the movie, you are living it!

Covid-19 safety in place
Because of the current pandemic

Gloria has the required Covid-19
safety protocol in place. Social dis-
tancing is required, seats are sepa-
rated and complete sanitizing is
done after each movie.

Unique points

* Parking with 310 spots, near the
hotels

* VIP experience

* IMAXsuper cinema experience

* 6 comfort class theaters

* Food Court

*  Mingle with the locals

e Fun for your teens and small
children (Stay & Play)

* Something different than your
standard restaurant night

The company behind Gloria

Eddie de Veeris the owner of Meta-
Corp, a 100% Aruban company
existing for 100 years and owner of
Gloria. “Gloria was the first cinema
theater we started on Aruba, now
we do it again and we make the
circle round. This is spectacular.” If
you visit Gloria, take a look at the
short wall video showing the history
of MetaCorp and their significance
to the Aruban community. De
Veer: "“In difficult fimes like these
we do invest in our local economy
showing confidence and giving
hope.” 1
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Hand4addicts:

+HHANDLADDICTS

LEMDING A HELPING HAND

ORANJESTAD — Hand4Ad-
dicts is a foundation con-
sisting of a group of volun-
teers who help the addict-
ed in the city of Oranjestad.
The help they provide is by
giving them warm meals,
clean clothes, a chance to
bathe and a haircut once

a month. This way they
can show to these people
that they are still part of the
community. The foundation
wants to change the way
our community views and
interacts with the people
who siruggle with addic-
tion. They are also some-
one’s friend or family mem-
ber and many times their
basic needs are neglect-
ed. This is where Hand4ad-
ditcs comes in.

The foundation is a non-
profit organization that
does not receive any help
from the government. They

Ten years of sun, fun
and flamingos

ORANJESTAD — Recently, Kimberley Richardson of
the Aruba Tourism Authority had the great pleasure
to honor Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors as Distin-
guished Visitors of Aruba. The Distinguished visitor cer-
tificate is presented on behalf of the Minister of Tour-
ism, as a token of appreciation to the guests who visit
Aruba 10 years and more consecutively.

The honorees were Mrs. Karen Ballard & Mr. Francis Lin-
sky from USA.

Linsky was unable to be present for the ceremony,
however, we still wanted to honor his 10 years of con-
secutive visits to the island of Arubal

Ballard and Linsky both stated that they love the island
very much, especially for its year-round sunny weath-
er, nice sandy beaches and picturesque sunsets, its
safety, Aruba’s warm and friendly people, and the
Flamingos they get to see each year on the Renais-
sance island.

Richardson together with the representatives of the
Renaissance Ocean Suites presented the certificate
to the honorees, handed over some presents and also
thanked them for choosing Aruba as their favorite
vacation destination and as their home-away-from-
home.[

are completely dependent

Lending a helping hand

on donations_ with most
being done from our every-
day people. They welcome
all sorts of donations such
as hygiene products, cloth-
ing, shoes, towels etc.

March 18th, edition

Their next event called
“March 18th Edition” will
be held on Sunday, March
14th, 2021 at the parking
lot behind mango in Down-
town  mainstreet, from
10am fill 2pm.

For this event they are in
need of your coopera-
tion. They want to provide
their clients with a warm
meal consisting of some lo-
cal food and dessert. Bev-
erages, cups, ice are of
great help. They also need

e

clothes (shirts, shorts, under-
wear, socks, shoes) for their
clients. If you are a barber
and wiling to help their

LocAL ITHURSDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2021
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clients WITh a haircut, lend
them a helping hand. All
donations are welcome.

Being able to see them
‘grateful’ for a meal, show-
er, clean clothes and a
haircut is priceless!

For more information on
how to lend a helping hand
fo this foundation please
call 5931816 /5929224 or
email them at hand4ad-
dicts@gmail.com or check
out their facebook page
Hand4Addicts.[

Any 50-Minute Couple's Massage

300

Any B0-Minute Couple's Massage
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Hooked on Seafood

PALM BEACH — For sublime sea-
food in Aruba go to the island’s Pre-
miere Seafood restaurant: Aqua-
Grill. This seafood-heaven place is
already a statement for years with
a consistency in upscale dining
and top service. If you like to savor
your seafood, this is your plunge.
We promise you that you will get
hooked.

The glow of Aqua-Girill is obvious by
entering the restaurant. The eclec-
fic of a modern and a fraditional
New England fish house style ap-
peal and the open-view kitchen
adds to the thrill. Let’s see what is
on the menu. Deep down delicious
seafood is what you are craving
for and that is exactly what you will
get. Welcome in the theatre of the
sedq, let us entertain you.

Providing Aqua-Grills loyal guests
abroad with the latest happenings
Aqua-Crill recently started a joint
partnership  with  Aruba  Tourist
Channel. The Tourist Channel is a
cutting edge digital-platform to
communicate Aruba’'s art, cul-
ture, culinary experiences and his-
tory through motion picture using
a 24/7, 365 day-a-year broadcast
that can be accessed on any
phone, tablet, TV, website, and
social media. Aqua-Girill's culinary
content and special on-off offers
will be displayed that tourist can
benefit from when visiting Aruba.
The information will reach vari-
ous states and big give-aways will
shake things up and make read-
ers excited for an unforgettable
experience. Have a look at their
Facebook page Aqua-Grill and/or
Aruba Tourist Channel to connect
and stay informed.

How Aqua-Grill keeps their guests
coming back for more

Secretly, we all know that the suc-
cess of a restaurant has its core
in the kitchen. That is where the
chef creates his magic and for
Aqua Girill the culinary tfeam won a
range of awards for their contfinu-
ous delivery of haute-cuisine del
mar. Classic seafood is mingled
with contemporary ideas resulting
in surprising dishes that soon made
the restaurant a must-dine, con-
firmed by established travel media
specialists like Fodor's.

Aqua Girillinvites you to get hooked
on the largest raw bar of the island
and dive info the wine list of over
one hundred selected choices.
Local and international catches
create an impressive menu includ-
ing snapper, grouper, mahi-mahi,
Chilean salmon, sashimi funa, Main
lobster and Alaskan king crabs.
Non-seafood options are part of
the menu selection as well. Many
locals and visitors are already a
regular, we are convinced you
want fo join that group after your
first experience.]

Aqua Grill

J.E. IrausquinBlvd. 374

Phone: +297-586-5900

Fax: +297-586-5901

Facebook - Instagram — website
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Shopping online eases isolation for older adults

By ANNE D'INNOCENZIO
AP Retail Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — In No-
vember, Paula Mont
did something new: The
86-year-old, who hasn't left
her New Jersey senior living
community in nearly a year,
went shopping — online.
Mont used an iPad,
equipped with a stylus to
help her shaky hands, to
buy a toy grand piano for
her great-granddaughter.
She picked it out from more
than a dozen versions of
the insfrument on Amazon.
“It is like a wow feeling. |
found it!” Mont said.

The internet has become
a crucial link to the outside
world during the pandem-
ic, one that millions of peo-
ple still don't have access
to. Among older adults, the
lack of internet has even
impeded their ability to get
vaccinated.

But the pandemic has also
motivated many who have
been isolated at home or
unable to leave their se-
nior communities to learn
something they may have
resisted until now: how to
buy groceries and more
online.

People 65 and older rang
up nearly $187 per month
online last year, up 60%
from a year earlier, accord-
ing to market research firm
NPD Group's Checkout
Tracking. They still spend
less than the total populo-
tion, who paid about $238
per month, but they are
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Lynette White uses her tablet in San Francisco, Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2021.

the fastest-growing group
of online shoppers by age
group.

Shopping is one of a slew of
activities that older Ameri-
cans now have to do over
the infernet, like doctor’s
appointments and social-
izing via digital video like
FaceTime. Such behavior
was forced by necessity
older people face the big-
gest risk of infection, so it's
more dangerous for them
to go out.

The transition online hasn't
always been easy, and
children and senior living
staff often have to help,
an experience that can be
both gratifying and difficult.
Barbara Moran, director of

social programs for Afria
Senior Living where Mont
lives, says one of the big-
gest challenges residents
face with their devices
is that they are used fto
pushing, not tapping, as if
they're using a fouch-tone
telephone. She has to re-
peat fips often.

“I would lie if | didn't say |
was frustrated sometimes,”
said Moran, who sits with
Mont masked and gloved
in the facility’s dining room
for weekly shopping ses-
sions.

Intfernet retailers and deliv-
ery services hope people
over 65 keep up the online
shopping habit.  Freshly,
which delivers prepared

Associated Press

meals, is adding smaller
portions and low-sodium
options aimed at seniors;
grocery delivery service In-
stacart set up a phone sup-
port line; Target's delivery
service, Shipft, is scrapping
its $99-a-year fee for some
low-income seniors.

Diane Shein, 73, from Bo-
nita Springs, Florida, turned
to Instacart and Amazon-
owned Whole Foods for
groceries because of the
pandemic. Instacart presi-
dent Nilam Ganenthiran
predicted that online gro-
ceries will be a "new nor-
mal” for older people even
when the pandemic ends.
Still, there are many barri-
ers, from struggling to use

new tfechnology to high
prices to access.

People 65 and older are less
likely than younger people
to have home internet or a
smartphone. Nearly 22 mil-
lion, or 42% of Americans
65 and older, lack broad-
band at home, according
fo a 2021 study from non-
profit Older Adults Technol-
ogy Services. Low-income
and Black and Latino older
adults are more likely to be
left out, the study says.

“We are asking them to
stay at home, and yet a
lot of seniors are not con-
nected,” said Lauren Cot-
ter of the Community Tech
Network, a San Francisco
nonprofit that trains low-
income residents on fech-
nology and provides free
tablets and hotspots.

Those with devices and
infernet may wrestle with
how to use an app or fear
giving out personal infor-
mation because they worry
about fraudsters.

Online shopping scams
cost Americans $245.9 mil-
lion last year, according fo
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion. And online grocery
shopping, which includes
fips and delivery charges,
costs more than going fo
stores.

The pandemic has also ex-
posed the shorfcomings
of the internet, which of-
ten fails to accommodate
people with disabilities or
an aging population with
visual and hearing issues.

Chinese official calls for ‘joint efforts’ in China-U.S. tfrade

People wearing face masks to help curb the spread of the
coronavirus look at iPad devices at an Apple store at the
capital city’s popular shopping mall in Beijing on Wednesday,
Feb. 24, 2021.

Associated Press

BEUJING (AP) — China’s
commerce minister ap-
pealed fo Washington
for “joint efforts” to revive
frade but gave no indica-
fion Wednesday when tar-
iff war talks might resume
or whether Beijing might
offer concessions.
“Cooperation is the only
correct choice,” Wang
Wentao said at a news
conference.

President Joe Biden has yet
fo announce a strategy for
dealing with Beijing but is
widely expected to renew
pressure on trade and
technology complaints
that prompted his prede-
cessor, Donald Trump, fo

raise taxes on Chinese im-
ports.Wang said he looked
forward to “joint efforts” to
“push bilateral economic
and tfrade relations back
to the track of coopera-
tion.” He noted President
Xi  Jinping talked with
Biden by phone on Feb.
11 but gave no indication
when negotiations might
resume.

Washington and Beijing
have raised tariffs on bil-
lions of dollars of each
other’s goods, disrupting
global tfrade. They agreed
last January to postpone
further penalties but most
taxes already imposed
stayed in place.

Beijing agreed fto narrow
its frade surplus with fthe
United States by purchas-
ing more American soy-
beans and other exports.
It fell short of the targets
set due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic and bought
about 55% of the prom-
ised goods.China's for-
eign trade situation is “se-
vere and complicated,”
Wang said. He said Beijing
is launching e-commerce
and other initiafives tfo
encourage sales. One fo-
cus will be markets in its
“Belt and Road Initiative”
to build ports, railways
and other frade-related
infrastructure.
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Bone cancer survivor to join billionaire on SpaceX flight

By MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.
(AP) — After beating bone
cancer, Hayley Arceneaux
figures rocketing into orbit
on SpaceX’s first private
flight should be a piece of
cosmic cake.

St. Jude Children’'s Re-
search Hospitalannounced
Monday that the 29-year-
old physician assistant —
a former patient hired last
spring — will launch later
this year alongside a bil-
lionaire who's using his pur-
chased spaceflight as a
charitable fundraiser.
Arceneaux will become
the youngest American
in space — beating NASA
record-holder Sally Ride by
over two years — when she
blasts off this fall with entre-
preneur Jared Isaacman
and two yet-to-be-chosen
contest winners.

She'll also be the first fo
launch with a prosthe-
sis. When she was 10, she
had surgery at St. Jude to
replace her knee and get
a fitanium rod in her left
thigh bone. She sfill limps
and suffers occasional leg
pain, but has been cleared
for flight by SpaceX. She'll
serve as the crew’s medi-
cal officer.

"My battle with cancer re-
ally prepared me for space
fravel,” Arceneaux said in
an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press. “It made me
tough, and then also | think
it really taught me to ex-
pect the unexpected and

Conceptis SudoKu

This Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2021 photo provided by St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital shows
Hayley Arceneaux at the hospital in Memphis, Tenn.

go along for the ride.”

She wants to show her
young patients and other
cancer survivors that “the
sky is not even the limit any-
more.”

“It's going to mean so
much to these kids fo see a
survivor in space,” she said.
I[saacman announced
his space mission Feb. 1,
pledging to raise $200 mil-
lion for St. Jude, half of that
his own confribution. As the
flight’s self-appointed com-
mander, he offered one of
the four SpaceX Dragon
capsule seats to St. Jude.
Without alerfing the staff,
St. Jude chose Arceneaux
from among the “scores”
of hospital and fundraising

By Dave Green
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employees who had once
been patients and could
represent the next genera-
tion, said Rick Shadyac,
president of St. Jude's fund-
raising organization.
Arceneaux was at home in
Memphis, Tennessee, when
she got the "“out of the
blue” callin January asking
if she'd represent St. Jude
in space.

Her immediate response:
“Yes! Yes! Please!” But first

Associated Press

she wanted to run it past
her mother in St. Francis-
ville, Louisiana. (Her father
died of kidney cancer in
2018.) Next she reached
out to her brother and
sister-in-law, both of them
aerospace engineers in
Huntsville, Alabama, who
“reassured me how safe
space travel is.”

A lifelong space fan who
embraces adventure, Ar-
ceneaux insists those who

know her won't be sur-
prised. She's plunged on a
bungee swing in New Zea-
land and ridden camels in
Morocco. And she loves
roller-coasters.

Isaacman, who flies fighter
jets for a hobby, considers
her a perfect fit.

“It's not all supposed to
be about gefting people
excited to be astronauts
someday, which is cer-
tainly cool,” Isaacman, 38,
said last week. “It's also
supposed to be about an
inspiring message of what
we can accomplish here
on Earth.”

He has two more crew
members to select, and
he plans to reveal them
in March. One will be a
sweepstakes winner; any-
one donafing fo St. Jude
this month is eligible. So
far, more than $9 million
has come in, according to
Shadyac. The other seat
will go to a business owner
who uses Shift4Payments,
Ilsaacman'’s Allentfown,
Pennsylvania, credit card-
processing company.
Liftoff is targeted around
October at NASA's Ken-
nedy Space Center, with
the capsule orbiting Earth
two to four days. He's not
divulging the cost.(4

Mars rover’s giant parachute carried

secret message

By MARCIA DUNN
AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — The huge
parachute used by NASA's Persever-
ance rover to land on Mars contained a
secret message, thanks to a puzzle lover
on the spacecraft tfeam.

Systems engineer lan Clark used a binary
code to spell out “Dare Mighty Things” in
the orange and white strips of the 70-foot
(21-meter) parachute. He also included
the GPS coordinates for the mission’s
headquarters at the Jet Propulsion Labo-
ratory in Pasadena, California.

Clark, a crossword hobbyist, came up
with the idea two years ago. Engineers
wanted an unusual pattern in the ny-
lon fabric to know how the parachute
was oriented during descent. Turning it
info a secret message was “super fun,”
he said Tuesday. Only about six people
knew about the encoded message be-
fore Thursday's landing, according to
Clark. They waited until the parachute
images came back before putting out
a teaser during a televised news confer-

This illustration provided by NASA shows a
diagram added over the parachute deployed
during the descent of the Mars Perseverance
rover as it approaches the surface of the
planet on Thursday, Feb. 18, 2021.
Associated Press

ence Monday. It took just a few hours
for space fans to figure it out, Clark said.
Next time, he noted, “I'll have to be a
little bit more creative.”

“Dare Mighty Things” — a line from Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt — is a mantra
at JPL and adorns many of the center’s
walls. The frick was *“trying to come up
with a way of encoding it but not mak-
ing it too obvious,” Clark said. [}



Tierra Del Sol

2 BR 2 1/2 Bath

Ocean View with garage

$ 450 K

More info call: (297) 630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
Le Vent Condo

Across Eagle Beach

3 BR, 2 Bath

Ground floor full furnished

$ 600K

More info call:(297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Links Golf Resort

1 BR WK# 3,4,5

Room# 4226

24 weeks remain on each
Price : $ 8 K each

More info call: (297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Links Golf Resort
Studio WK # 5,6,7,8

Room # 2350

36 weeks remain on each
Price : $ 8,5 K each

More info call:(297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Links Golf Resort
1BRWK#6

Room # 2201

18 weeks remain

Price: $ 8K

More info call: (297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Links Golf Resort

1 BR WK # 8 room# 4117
26 weeks remain $ 8 K

1 BR WK # 9 room # 4117
18 weeks remain $7,5 K
More info call:(297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Dutch Village Resort

1 BR WK # 8 Room # 14

6 weeks remain $ 5000

1 BR WK # 9 Room # 14

15 weeks remain $ 6,5 K
More info call : (297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Dutch Village Resort

Studio WK# 7 room # 33

11 weeks remain$ 6 K
Studio WK# 8 room # 33

23 weeks remain 8 K

More info call (297) 630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Dutch Village Resort

1 BR WK 7 room # 89

8 weeks remain $ 6 K

1 BR WK # 8 room # 89

6 weeks remain$ 6 K

More info call:(297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Dutch Village Resort

1 BR WK 8 Room # 94

20 weeks remain $ 8K

More info call:(297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
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Classifieds

Eagle Resort Aruba
3BRWK#5and6

Room #1550 Ground floor
Near the pool

Price $ 18 K each

More info call:(297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Eagle Resort Aruba
1BRWK #5 and 6

Room # 1576

Ground floor

Price : $ 8 Keach

More info call:(297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Eagle Resort Aruba
1BRWK#7

Room # 5559

Ground floor

Price:$ 7 K

More info call:(297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Tibushie wespunt

5 min drive from the beach

2 BR 1 Bath

With and small apartment
With pool

Price : $ 325K

More info call: (297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Ocean Club
Platinum weeks

1 BR Ocean View $ 10K

1 BR Ocean Front $17 K

2 BR Ocean View $ 18 K

2 BR Ocean Front $ 26 K
More info call :(297) 630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Marriott Surf Club
Platinum weeks

2 BR Garden View $ 15 K
2 BR Ocean View $ 16 K
2BR Ocean Side $17K
2 BR Ocean Front$ 26 K
3BR Ocean View $ 30 K

More info call :(297)630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

For All Time Share Owners

On the Islands of Aruba

Halley Time Travel Aruba

Free Listings

Free Appraisal Report

Sell Your Week for you

Transfer all Legal Documents

Call:(297)630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

www.halleytimetravelaruba.com
213838

STSP

Violence Against Women

B Time Share Resales + Realty S
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort
* All inventory available
Visit our website :
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com
For more info call:(297) 630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
also visit(new):
www . halleyadventures.com

Downtown

PARADISE BEACH
RENT SALE
P/O Front WKS 1 & 4 1 bedr,
WKS 1,8,9,31,32,52 2 bedr.
CASA DEL MAR
WKS 27,28 2 bedr
Call +941-343-1088 USA
213821

Casa del Mar 2BR/2B
Week 2/1113 (16k);
Week 5/1315 (18k);
Week 5&6/1521 (20k/WK.);
Week 7&8/1408 (18k/WKk.);
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17kWKk.);
Week 9/1218 (15k);
Week 10/1207 (15k);
Week 11/1419 (13k); and,
Weeks 13-15 also available!
CDMOwner@gmail.com
U.S. (860)992-3890

213823

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Trupiaal Tel. 583 8560
San Nicolas:

Aloe Tel. 584 4606

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY
Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911
Fire Dept. 115
Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
Emerican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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IPEOPLE & ARTS

La Vie Boheme: ‘Rent’ musical celebrates 25th anniversary
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This combination photo shows notable cast members from the musical “Rent,” from left, Taye Diggs, Jesse L. Martin, Idina Menzel, Adam Pascal, Anthony Rapp and

Daphne Rubin-Vega.

By MARK KENNEDY

AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Twenty-
five years ago, stage actors
Adam Pascal and Daphne
Rubin-Vega had been cast
in a new, edgy musical
downtown and wondered
if anyone would remember
if.

“"Can you imagine us in
25 years talking about this
show and singing these
songse” Pascal wondered
fo his co-star. “We laughed
about it, as if like, ‘Oh, my
God, that's crazy. That'll
never happen.'”

Well, it's happening.

The musical was “Rent”
and it's celebrating its silver
anniversary this year with
an online gala and a lot of
gratfitude from generations
of fans.

Jonathan Larson’s  tale
of free-spirited artists and
street people in New York’s
gritty drug- and AIDS-
plagued East Village of the
early 1990s was inspired by
Puccini's “La Boheme” and
found a ready-made audi-
ence in young people.

“It gives people hope who

feel that ‘I'm different’
and ‘I don't fit." This says
‘It doesn’t matter,”” says
James Nicola, artistic di-
rector of New York Theater
Workshop, which nurtured
“Rent.” “It says, ‘You can
go out and make your own
community."”

New York Theater Work-
shop will celebrate “Rent”
with a gala on March 2 that
will be available to stream
through March 6. Origi-
nal cast members will be
joined by theater stars such
as Lin-Manuel Miranda, Neil
Patrick Harris, Ben Platt, Billy
Porter, Ali Stroker, Eva No-
blezada and Christopher
Jackson. Tickets begin at
$25.

“Rent” won Tony Awards
for best musical, score and
book and a Pulitzer Prize. It
lasted on Broadway for 12
years and more than 5,000
performances, launching
the careers of Pascal, Ru-
bin-Vega, Taye Diggs, Jes-
se L. Martin, Idina Menzel,
Wilson Jermaine Heredia
and Anthony Rapp.

There was a 2005 fim ver-
sion, several fours, an off-

Broadway revival, infer-
nafional productions, a
Hollywood Bowl concert

and a live staging on Fox
in 2019, all fueled by songs
such as “Take Me or Leave
Me,” "Out Tonight” and the
crowd-pleasing “Seasons
of Love.”

“Rent” has since been ref-
erenced in everything from
“The Big Bang Theory” to
“The Simpsons” fo "I Am
Legend.” In the film “Team
America: World Police,”
puppets act out a show
called “Lease.”

Larson never lived to see his
friumph: He died at age 35

of an aortic aneurysm after
its final dress rehearsal in
January 1996.

The 15 original actors stay
in fouch and share a fext
thread.

“"We really kind of imme-
diately fell intfo a rapport
and trust with each other,
especially after the trage-
dy,” said Heredia. “There’s
nothing that bonds people
more than tfragedy.”

The musical had an un-
pretentious start. New York
Theater Workshop had just
moved into its space in the
East Village in the summer
of 1992 and was undergo-
ing construction. Larson
rode by on his bike and
poked his head in.

"He was curious because
he'd written this musical
for the East Village and
was looking for a home for
it that was in the East Vil-
lage,” said Nicola.

A few days later, Larson
dropped off a script and a
cassette tape of him sing-
ing all the songs.

The timing was perfect.
"We were looking for
something fo do about our
neighborhood in the literal
sense and in walks this musi-
cal,” said Nicola.

It was quickly clear that
Larson was steeped in clas-
sical music, pop and ev-
erything in between, what
Pascal calls an “incredibly
unique, eclectic influence

soup.” Larson's musical
went to the top of the com-
pany'’s list.

"People can write music.
People can write words.
Not so many people can
wrife words and music fo-
gether,” says Nicola. “And
then even fewer can un-
derstand putting words

and music into a dramatic
contfext.”

The show aftracted Rubin-
Vega, who usually wasn’t
interested in musical the-
ater.

“This was talking to me,”
she recalled. “I knew these
people.

These are the kind of peo-
ple that | hung out with.” It
was, she adds, a musical
that she herself wanted fo
see.

She would earn a Tony
nomination for her Mimi, an
HIV-positive heroin addict
and stripper.

She recalls looking out and
seeing audiences singing
along — weeks before a
cast album was even avail-
able. They were repeat
customers.

“It was a supernova,” she
said.

Just being in “Rent” was
lifechanging for Heredia,
a then-24-year-old who
never thought he'd be in a
musical, much less one that
made the leap to Broad-
way.

“I never saw my face in
the faces of people that
were on Broadway,” says
Heredia, who played the
doomed drag queen An-
gel.

It was Heredia, a self-de-
scribed hyperactive club
kid, who one day during a
break in rehearsal leaped
onto a table in heels — to
the astonisnment of direc-
tor Michael Greif.

That move was put in the
show.

“The ftrick of that whole
number wasn't the jumping
on the table.

It was the jumping off of
the table,” Heredia says,
laughing. "My back and

Associated Press

my knees are paying for it
now.”

Heredia won a Tony for
his work, but he says he
cherishes more the dozens
of people who have ap-
proached him to say Angel
helped them come out to
their parents, accept their
son or just inspired them.
“The impact that it's had
on the generations fo me
has affected me even
more than the Tony,” he
says.

“It's one of the best thing
that's ever happened to
my life.”

“Rent” also helped put
New York Theatre Work-
shop on the map, where
it has continued to nurfure
shows like “Hadestown,”
“Once” and “Slave Play.”
“You really can look af the
history of New York Theater
Workshop divided neatly
between before ‘Rent’
and after ‘Rent,”” said Nic-
ola. “It's that significant. It
tfransformed the organiza-
fion.”

One “Rent” fan is Miranda,
the visionary behind “Ham-
ilfon,” noted Rubin-Vega.
“In no uncertain terms, he
is a legacy of Jonathan's,
just like Jonathan was a
legacy of Sondheim,” she
said.

Adds Pascal: “It's a gift that
continues to give."d

5/4/9(6[3/1[8[2]7
6/1/8(2/7/5|94 3|
3/7/2(9/8/4|6 15|
7/6/1]4]5/8[2]3]9]:
9/3/5|7[6/2[4[8/ 1]
2/8/4[3/19|7/5 6/
112/3[8]9/6|5/7 4]
8/5/6[1/4/7[3/9 2|
4/9/7|5/2/3[1]6/8];




SPORTS

A15

THURSDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2021

NBA chooses All-Starreserves, with Zion among first-timers

By TIM REYNOLDS

AP Basketball Writer

New Orleans forward Zion
Williamson now can be
called an NBA All-Star,
and only three others in
the game’s 70-year histo-
ry have gotten there at a
younger age.

Williamson is one of four
first-time  All-Stars, all re-
vealed Tuesday  night
when the league an-
nounced the reserves for
the March 7 game in At-
lanta. Joining him as fellow
All-Star rookies: Boston's
Jaylen Brown, New York's
Julius Randle and Chica-
go's Zach LaVine.
Phoenix's Chris Paul is an
All-Star for the 11th time,
and  Brooklyn's  James
Harden is one for the ninth
consecutive year. The rest
of the reserves include
Philadelphia’s Ben Sim-
mons, Boston's Jayson Ta-
fum and Orlando’s Nikola
Vucevic from the Eastern
Conference, along with
the Los Angeles Lakers’ An-
thony Davis, the Los Ange-
les Clippers’ Paul George,
Utah tfeammates Donovan
Mitchell and Rudy Gobert,
and Portland’s Damian Lil-
lard from the Western Con-
ference.

Team captains LeBron
James of the Los Angeles
Lakers and Kevin Durant of
the Brooklyn Nefts will draft
their teams next week, with
the rosters to be unveiled
March 4. Starters, revealed
last week, were chosen
through a combination of
voting by fans, NBA players
and a media panel.
Reserves were chosen
through voting by the
league's head coaches.
"“You do the best that you
can,” Orlando coach
Steve Clifford said. “It's
not easy. ... Every year,
it is hard, and when you
look aft this year in the East
there were a number of
guys who are worthy of
making it. So, it's difficult
every year.” Atlanta’s Trae
Young, an All-Star last sea-
son, is not one this year de-
spite averaging 26.9 points
entering Tuesday, the most
among anyone not select-
ed. Miami forwards Bam
Adebayo and Jimmy But-
ler didn’t make the cut, nor
did Phoenix’s Devin Book-
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New Orleans Pelicans forward Zion Williamson (1) goes to the
basket in the first half of an NBA basketball game against the
Boston Celtics in New Orleans, Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021.

er. “Devin Booker is the
most disrespected player
in our leaguellll Simple as
that,” James tweeted.

Utah’s Mike Conley —
someone the NBA-leading
Jazz desperately wanted

Associated Press

to see get there for what
would have been the first
fime — also missed out on
the nod.

“For a guy like him who's
done so many things in his
career, on and off the floor,

Everyday triple points

he deserves this,” Mitchell
said of Conley. Not enough
coaches agreed. There's
stil a chance for Conley,
because Davis is likely to
miss the game because of
injury. NBA Commissioner
Adam Silver will choose
any injury replacements; a
player who bows out will be
replaced by someone else
from his respective confer-
ence.

Williamson is 20, and only
Kobe Bryant, James and
Magic  Johnson  were
younger in their All-Star de-
buts. There have been six
other 20-year-olds chosen
for past All-Star Games, but
all were closer to their 21st
birthday at the time than
Williamson is now.

Randle has been the best
player for the Knicks, who
are frying to make the play-

offs for the first time since
2013. Brown is averaging
a career-best 25.5 points
for Boston. And LaVine has
been to All-Star weekend
plenty of times before, win-
ning two dunk contests and
an MVP award at the Rising
Stars game. But this will be
his first time in the All-Star
Game itself.

STARTERS POOL

James and Durant will
choose from eight other
starters for their teams
first when the draft takes
place: Milwaukee's Giannis
Antetokounmpo, Washing-
ton’s Bradley Beal, Golden
State’s Stephen Curry, Dal-
las’ Luka Doncic, Philadel-
phia's Joel Embiid, Brook-
lyn's Kyrie Irving, Denver's
Nikola Jokic and the Los
Angeles Clippers’ Kawhi
Leonard.]

Totally sanitized table and chips.

ORCHID CASINO

Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin)

for you and your party.

RESERVE your Private Table

Call 525 7777 ext.209
to make a reservation.

welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE
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Playing tag is no kids’ game for NFL teams

In this Sunday, Oct. 4, 2020 file photo, Dallas Cowboys
quarterback Dak Prescott drops back to pass in the first half of
an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns in Arlington,
Texas.

By BARRY WILNER

AP Pro Football Writer

NFL feams could begin
playing tag on Tuesday,
and it's no kids’ game for
the 32 teams.

Applying franchise and
even fransition tags to play-
ers can have major ramifi-
cafionson atfeam’s present
and future. That was never
more of a consideration
than this year, with the sal-
ary cap decreasing for
now by $18 milion. That's
the first time the cap has
gone down, which is due
to lost revenues caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“It has always gone up,”
says Bill Polian, a Pro Fooft-
ball Hall of Fame execu-
five. "So have the expec-
tations of the players and
agents. This is the first time
this is not happening. That
is a sea change.”

While this mini-tidal wave
likely is only for the upcom-
ing season — the league’s
broadcast deals should be
solidified soon and will bol-
ster future caps — it cer-
tainly could have a signifi-
canfimpact.

Consider the Super Bowl
champs. The Buccaneers
don't relish losing the likes
of linebackers Shaq Bar-
rett and Lavonte David,
wide receiver Chris God-
win, running back Leonard
Fournette, tight end Rob
Gronkowski or defensive
tackle Ndamukong Suh.
Look for one of them, prob-
ably sackmaster Barreft
or dynamic pass catcher
Godwin, fo get tagged
for a one-year, guaran-
teed contract. Barrett was
a franchise player in 2020
and would get about $19
million if tagged again.

Associated Press

Godwin would get nearly
$16 million.

Bucs coach Bruce Arians
said after winning the NFL
title that the team would
find ways to keep key play-
ers. It will take some finan-
cial imagination.

“I'm very, very confident,”
Arians said. "I have all the
frust in the world in (GM
Jason Licht) and what he
will do. There will be dol-
lars involved, but | think this
group is so close that some-
times dollars don’'t matter.
But we're going to do ev-
erything we can to get the
dollars right, too.”

The biggest name — if not
the best player — who
might wind up tagged is
Cowboys quarterback Dak
Prescott. His ankle injury
early last season muddled
the picture in Dallas, but
the team insists Prescott is
the guy, even if it means a
second straight franchise
player designation — at
nearly $38 million.

Polian, now an analyst for
SiriusXM NFL Radio, noftes
that the higher-end players
rarely reach total freedom.
“The ‘A’ players don't get
fo free agency,” he says.
“So what is out there on the
market, even in this untow-
ard year, are going fo be
‘B’ players looking for ‘A’
players’ money."

Others positions and who
could wind up tagged:
RUNNING BACK

Aaron Jones, Packers —
Tagging runners sometimes
seems wise because long-
term contracts at such a
punishingly physical posi-
fion aren’'t attractive for
teams. Jones is a very at-
tractive guy for the Pack-
ers because of his versatil-

ity, production, age (26)
and strong relationship with
MVP Aaron Rodgers. Green
Bay doesn't have much
cap room, though, and the
franchise tag will be ap-
proximately $11 million.
WIDE RECEIVER

Kenny Golladay, Lions —
The $15.81 million cost as
of now isn't prohibitive for
this tfeam. Golladay is a
genuine No. 1 wideout and
would get plenty of atten-
fion on the open market.
New QB Jared Goff had a
talented group of targetsin
Los Angeles and sure could
benefit from Golladay stick-
ing around.

Allen Robinson, Bears —
When healthy, Robinson is
a stud. Like Golladay, he
would be coveted as afree
agent, and he’sin his prime
at 27. The uncertain quar-
terback situation in Chico-
go makes it likely Robinson
leaves if he doesn’t get

tagged.
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN
Yannick Ngakoue and

Matt Judon, Ravens — A
pair of solid, sometimes dy-
namic defenders, and one
of them probably willleave.
Judon was tagged in 2020,
so he would be due at least
$20 million for next season.
Leonard Williams, Giants —
The 2015 first-round pick by
the Jets has found a home
and his game with the oth-
er New York team. The Gi-
ants have professed their
stfrong desire to keep Wil-
liams. Coming off his best
year, he could get tagged
a second straight fime.
LINEBACKERS

Haason Reddick, Cardinals
— This is a difficult one be-
cause Reddick was medio-
cre in his previous seasons
before being moved out-
side and flourishing. Was it
an aberration or is Reddick
the real thing for Arizona?
Paying him about $14.5 mil-
lion for one season to find
out might be worth it.
Pittsburgh Steelers

LB Bud Dupree, Steelers
— Piftsburgh’s tag went
to Dupree last year and
he would cost $19 million
in ‘21 for a team so cash
stfrapped it is pondering
not bringing back Ben Ro-
ethlisberger for one more
season. Dupree figures to
move on..4

Licht: Buccaneers
open to giving Brady a
coniract extension
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By FRED GOODALL

AP Sports Writer

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — The Tampa Bay Buccaneers are
open fto giving Tom Brady a contract extension.
General manager Jason Licht reiterated Wednesday
that the Super Bowl champions would like to keep
the 43-year-old quarterback in uniform for as long as
Brady wants to play. Licht declined to characterize
any conversations the team’'s had about that
prospect.

“We don't typically talk about those discussions
publicly,” Licht said during a video conference call
in which he and coach Bruce Arians discussed free
agency and efforts to retain several potential free
agents instrumental to the fteam’s championship
run."Bruce and | both have a great relationship with
Tom. | have a good relationship with his agents. We
thought Tom played incredibly well this year, along
with the entire team, and we would love to have Tom
play here — and | can speak for Bruce, | think — as
long as he continues to want to play,” the GM added.
“If that comes to fruition at some point, then we'd be
elated. But I'd like to keep those conversations private
that we have right now.”

Despite not having normal offseason workouts and
preseason games to prepare for his first season in
Tampa Bay, Brady threw for 4,633 yards and 40
touchdowns to lead the Bucs to their first playoff
appearance since 2007.

The seven-time Super Bowl champion signed a two-
year, $50 milion contract in free agency last March
following a historic 20-season stint with the New
England Patriotfs. He'll turn 44 in August and has said
he's liked to play unfil he's at least 45.

The Bucs, meanwhile, are hoping to keep as much of
the championship roster intfact as possible.

Signing Brady to an exftension could provide some
flexibility in efforts to re-sign a group of upcoming free
agents that includes linebackers Lavonte David and
Shaquil Barrett, receivers Chris Godwin and Antonio
Brown, tight end Rob Gronkowski, defensive tackle
Ndamukong Suh, and running Leonard Fournette.
Licht is optimistic.

“We don’'t want to do anything that's going to
mortgage or completely disrupt the future, but we
have flexibility ... and the ability to keep this team
together,” the general manager said.[]



