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U.S. schools go back and forth on in-person Iearmng

By LISA MARIE PANE
Associated Press

New York City reopened
classrooms to many of its
youngest students Monday
in what has become a frus-
trating, stop-and-start proc-
ess in many school systems
around the U.S. because of
the alarming surge in the
Coronavirus.

The nation's largest school
district, with 1 million stu-
dents, had shut down in-
person learning just two
weeks ago but decided
to bring back preschool-
ers and elementary school
children  after  parents
pushed for it and the may-
or concluded it was safe to
do so with beefed-up test-
ing.

In contrast, school systems
in Detroif, Boston, Indiana-
polis, Philadelphia and
suburban Minneapolis in re-

Vot

cent weeks abandoned in-
person classes or dropped
plans fo bring sftudents
back because of soaring
infections.
The retreat in some places
and the push forward in
others are happening as
the virus comes back with
a vengeance across much
of the U.S., with deaths per
day averaging over 2,200
— about the same level
seen during the very dead-
liest stretch of the outbreak,
last spring in the New York
City area.
Newly cases are averag-
ing close to 200,000 a day,
the highest level on record,
and the number of Ameri-
cans now in the hospital
has reached all-time highs
at over 100,000.
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The virus is blamed for more
than 280,000 deaths and
over 14.8 milion confirmed
infections in the U.S, with
the crisis widely expected
to worsen in the coming
weeks because of Ameri-
cans' disregard of warnings
fo stay home and avoid
others over Thanksgiving.
Health officials say the vi-
rus does not appear to be
spreading rapidly in class-
rooms themselves, perhaps
because children may
be less likely to spread or
confract the virus. Instead,
many cases among young-
sters and educators have
been fraced to activifies
outside school.

Still, the infections have
alarmed parents and edu-
cators, and the illnesses
and quarantines among
teachers and other em-
ployees have left some
schools short of adult super-
vision.

At the same time, parents
and others have com-
plained that children are
not getting a good educao-
fion at home in front of a
computer. And the swifch
to remote learning has
caused hardship for many
families by forcing parents
to watch over their children
instead of going to work.

In South Carolina, where
COVID-19 cases have
spiked to levels higher than
those seen when the state
was one of the nation's
hot spots over the summer,
school districts are consid-
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7, 2020, in New York.

ering cutting back on how
much tfime students spend
in the classroom. More
than 2,450 new COVID-19
cases have been reported
in South Carolina in each of
the past three days.

A teacher group there is
asking districts to go back
to all-virtual teaching un-
fil the spike can be flat-
tened, citing not just health
concerns but a shortage
of adults to keep students
safe.

The plea was given more
emotional weight after
the death on Nov. 11 of

Sal,

A parent, center, completes a form granting permission for random COVID-19 testing for students
as he arrives with his daughter, left, at P.S. 134 Henrietta Szold Elementary School, Monday, Dec.

50-year-old Staci Blakely, a
third grade teacher in Lex-
ington.

At least four school districts
in South Carolina have re-
furned to all-virtual learn-
ing. The largest so far, Or-
angeburg County, sent ifs
12,000 students home to
learn, starting Monday, un-
fil at least the end of Christ-
mas break. Nearly a quar-
ter of the state's districts are
feaching in person every
day.

In New York, Mayor Bill de
Blasio announced just last
month that school build-
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ings would close after the
city crossed a threshold of
3% in the share of coronavi-
rus tests coming back posi-
tive for the virus. The rate is
now 5%, according to the
city, but de Blasio said new
testing proftocols made it
safe to reopen classrooms,
in part because few infec-
tions have been linked to
fransmission inside schools.
About 190,000 students are
eligible to return. Middle
schools and high schools
will remain all-remote at
least until after the holiday
break.

"This is a good day for New
York City, even against a
tough backdrop," de Blasio

said Monday.
Miriam  Petrovitch  was
among staffers welcom-

ing children back at an el-
ementary school on Man-
hattan's Lower East Side.
"We miss them dearly,”
Petrovitch, who works as a
parent coordinator, said at
a union news conference.
"There's no school without
children."

After closing schools in
March, New York became
one of the first large U.S. cit-
ies to reopen classrooms in
September, but the major-
ity of parents chose online-
only learning for their chil-
dren. Other parents chose
a hybrid in which students
were in their classrooms
only a few days a week.
Since the beginning of the
New York City school year,
more than 1,740 students
and 2,240 staff in the pub-
lic system have gotten the
virus, according o city sta-
fistics.

It's been a struggle for
American  schoolchildren
for the entire year — aca-
demically, psychologically
and physically.

School districts across the
country, both big and small,
have reported an increase
in the number of students
failing classes. Students for
whom English is not their
natfive language, students
with disabilities and poor
children are suffering the
most..]

Pearl Harbor dead remembered in ceremony shrunk by pandemic

A U.S. Navy sailor plays taps in front of the USS Missouri during
a ceremony to mark the anniversary of the attack on Pearl
Harbor, Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Associated Press

By AUDREY McAVOY

HONOLULU (AP) u.S.
servicemen and women
and National Park Service

officials gathered at Pearl
Harbor on Monday to re-
member those killed in the
attack — but elderly survi-

vors stayed home to pay
their respects from afar to
avoid health risks from the
coronavirus pandemic.
The USS Arizona battleship
bell rang at 7:55 a.m., the
minute the attack began
79 years ago, fo start a
moment of silence. F-22
jets then flew overhead in
missing man formation.
The Arizona today lies at
the bottom of the harbor,
where it sank shortly be-
ing hit by two bombs. The
battleship lost 1,177 sailors
and  Marines, including
more than 9200 who remain
entombed on board.

The U.S. military streamed
the ceremony live online
for survivors and others un-
able to attend in person.

"l think what we see today
here is the resolve, despite
a pandemic, for us to be
able to pay our respects,
to thank the greatest gen-
eration,"” said Adm. John
Aquilino, the commander
of the U.S. Pacific Fleet,
said in his keynote address.
"It also is a reminder to all
that nothing will stop us."
Marines performing a rifle
salute wore black masks
during the ceremony,
which featured a small-
er crowd than in typical
years.

Aquilino highlighted the
story of Doris Miller, a mess
aftendant on board the
USS West Virginia, who car-
ried wounded shipmates
to safety and manned a

50-caliber gun returning
fire until he ran out of am-
munition.

He continued to pull
wounded sailors to safety
even after an order to
abandon ship. The Navy
awarded Miller the Navy
Cross for his heroism in
1942. Earlier this year, the
Navy named its newest air-
craft carrier after him.
"Today, a grateful nation
reflects upon those who
went above and beyond.
We honor their service. We
remember their sacrifice,
and we pledge to confin-
ve striving for a better and
safer world," Aquilino said.
Altogether more than
2,300 U.S. troops died in
the attack.
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Pandemic pushes newly hungry Americans to crowded food lines

By SHARON COHEN

AP National Writer

The deadly pandemic
that tore through the na-
tion's heartland struck just
as Aaron Crawford was in
a moment of crisis. He was
looking for work, his wife
needed surgery, then the
virus started eating away
at her paycheck.

The Crawfords had no sav-
ings, mounting bills and
a growing dread: What if
they ran out of food? The
couple had two boys, 5
and 10, and boxes of mac-
aroni and cheese from the
dollar store could go only
so far.

A 37-year-old Navy vet,
Crawford saw himself as
self-reliant. Asking for food
made him uncomfortable.
"I felt like I was a failure," he
says. "It's this whole stigma...
this mindset that you're
this guy who can't provide
for his family, that you're a
deadbeat."

Hunger is a harsh reality in
the richest country in the
world, even during times
of prosperity. Now, with
staggering job losses and
business closings, millions
of Americans are worried
about empty refrigerators
and barren cupboards.
Feeding America, the nao-
tion's largest anti-hunger
organization, has never
handed out so much food
so fast — 4.2 bilion meals
from March through Octo-
ber. The organization has
seen a 60 percent average
increase in food bank us-
ers during the pandemic;
about 4in 10 are first-timers.
An Associated Press anal-
ysis of Feeding America
data from 181 food banks
in its network found the or-
ganization has distributed
nearly 57 percent more
food in the third quarter of
the year, compared with
the same period in 2019.
Those fighting hunger say
they've never seen any-
thing like this in America,
even during the Great Re-
cession of 2007-2009.
Across the country, carsline
up for miles to wait for food
handouts, each driver wait-
ing hours for a box or bag
of food. In New York, and
other large cities, people
stand, waiting for blocks on
end.
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Aaron Crawford, his wife Sheyla and their sons, Sornic, left, and Gabiriel, stand for a photograph
outside their Apple Valley, Minn., home on Saturday, Nov. 21, 2020.

Shortly before Thanksgiv-
ing, Norman Butler and
his girlfriend, Cheryl, ar-
rived at 3 a.m. at a drive-
through food bank in a
suburban New  Orleans
sports stadium. They joined
a pre-dawn procession of
mothers with their kids, the
elderly and folks like him —
unemployed workers.
Before the pandemic, But-
ler, 53, worked as an airport
shuttle and limousine driver,
a valet and hotel doorman.
Since March when the nor-
mally bustling streets turned
silent, jobs have been
scarce in the city.

"A lot of people are in
[imbo," he says. "The main
thing we need is to get
back to work."

For communities of color,
the pandemic has been
a compound disaster with
Blacks and Latinos reeling
from disproportionately
high rates of deaths, infec-
fions — and joblessness.
Unemployment surged
among Latinos to 18.9 per-
cent this spring, higher than
any other racial and ethnic
group, according to fed-
eral statistics. Though it has
since fallen, many are still
struggling.

More than 1 in 5 Black and
Latino adults with children
said as of July 2020 they
sometimes or often did not
have enough to eat, ac-
cording to a Sepftember re-
port commissioned by the
Food Research & Action
Center.

That was double the rate
of white and Asian house-
holds. It also found that
women, households with
children and people of
color are at greatest risk of
hunger.

Abigail Leocadio, 34, who
was brought to the U.S.
from Mexico by her family
when she was 7, works as a
phlebotomist in a local lab.
Her husband, a restaurant
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cook, was unemployed
for months during the out-
break.

Leocadio'sincome — bare-
ly more than the $11 state
minimum wage — wasn't
enough to cover their ex-
penses. They pay $500 a
month to rent a lot for their
two-bedroom trailer, and
as much as $450 in monthly
electric bills and internet
service so their four kids, 9

fo 15, can attend class re-
motely.

"It has been hard feeding
all the kiddos daily," Leoca-
dio said outside the trailer
after arecent delivery from
the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul in Phoenix, Arizo-
na. The family recently re-
ceived two boxes from the
charity, including canned
tfomatoes, dried beans,
rice, breakfast cereal and
the kids' undisputed favor-
ite: specialty Oreo cookies.
The food, she says, provides
less than half of what her
family eats in four weeks,
but reduces their monthly
bill to about $250.

While food lbanks have be-
come critical during the
pandemic, they're just one
path for combating hun-
ger. For every meal from a
food bank, a federal pro-
gram called the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance
Program, or food stamps —
provides nine.

Anfi-hunger groups have
lobbied Congress for a 15
percent increase in maxi-
mum food stamp benefits,
A similar measure went a
long way in digging the na-
fion out of the Great Reces-
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California unveils smarfphone virus tool as cases surge

v

By AMY TAXIN and ADAM
BEAM

SACRAMENTO, Cadlif. (AP)
— California Gov. Gavin
Newsom on Monday an-
nounced a voluntary smart-
phone tool to alert people
of possible  coronavirus
exposure as cases surge
higher, new restrictions are
imposed and many people
said they won't heed the
pleas to stay home.

The tool — which has been
used on a pilot basis on
some state university cam-
puses — doesn't track peo-
ple’s identities or locations
but uses Bluetooth wireless
signals to detect when two
phones are within 6 feet
(1.8 meters) of each other
for at least 15 minutes, offi-
cials said.

California’s 40 million resi-
dents can opt in fo the sys-
tem starting on Thursday.
When someone who has
activated the technology
tests positive for the virus,
that person will receive
a verification code from
state health officials that
can be used to send an
anonymous alert to other
users who may have been
exposed over the past 14
days.

“The more people that
participate in it, the more
that opt in, the more ef-
fective this program can

Taylor’s family praises Virginia ban

By DENISE LAVOIE

AP Legal Affairs Writer
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) —
Two of Breonna Taylor's
aunts watched Monday
as Virginia Gov. Ralph
Northam  ceremoniously

Customers wait for 1he|r take out order at Fatburger in the Sherman qus section of Los Angeles

on Sunday Dec. 6, 2020.

be,” Newsom ftold report-
ers. "We are hoping there
will be enough to make this
meaningful.”

Sixteen other states, plus
Guam and Washington,
D.C., have already made
available the system co-
created by Apple and
Google, though  most
residents of those places
aren't using it. The fool has
been used on a pilot basis
on University of California
campuses, where 250,000
people opted in for notifi-
cation of virus exposure.

signed a statewide ban
against the use of no-
knock search warrants, a
law named after Taylor, a
Kentucky woman who was
fatally shot when Louisville
police broke down her

Tamika Palmer, Breonna Taylor's mother, in white beside

Attorney Ben Crump,
settlement was announced.

left, speak in Louisville, Ky., after

Associated Press

The technology comes as
coronavirus cases are ex-
ploding in California and
more than 80 percent of
the state’s residents are un-
der orders not to leave their
homes for at least the next
three weeks except for es-
sential purposes.

Over the past two weeks,
California has reported a
quarter of a million positive
virus cases. The 7-day aver-
age for new virus cases on
Monday neared 22,000, a
50 percent increase over
the prior week, state data

door in the middle of the
night.

“Breonna’s Law" is the first
such law enacted by a
state since Taylor was killed
in March, Northam said.
Two other states — Oregon
and Florida — already had
similar bans, while several
municipalities,  including
Louisville, have banned
the practice since Taylor
was killed.

Taylor's death, along with
the kiling of George Floyd
while in police custody in
Minneapolis and the Kkill-
ings of other Black people
sparked massive protests
around the county against
police brutality and sys-
temic racism. During a
special legislative session,
Virginia lawmakers passed
a host of police and crimi-

Associated Press

shows.

More than 10,000 people
were hospitalized in Califor-
nia Monday with COVID-19,
including more than 2,300
in intensive care, Newsom
said.

Newsom's  administration
issued the stay-at-home
rules shuttering restaurant
dining, salons and play-
grounds in Southern Cali-
fornia and a large swath
of the state’s Central Val-
ley agricultural region after
more than 85% of beds in
infensive care units were

occupied in those regions.
Five San Francisco Bay Area
counties voluntarily joined
the rules, saying they didn’t
want to wait until their ICU
capacity dropped too low
to take action. Those re-
strictions will last unfil Jan.
4, a week longer than the
state’s timeline.

Ten months info the pan-
demic, most of the stafe is
now back to where it start-
ed with the stay-at-home
rules.

But unlike in March, when
the pandemic was in its in-
fancy and California was
the first state to impose
such rules, fewer people
are likely to obey them.
Some business owners said
they would keep their doors
open and several law en-
forcement agencies have
said they have no plans
to enforce the rules and
are counting on people to
voluntarily wear masks and
practice physical distanc-
ing to protect themselves
and their families.(4
Californians  will be able
fo activate the new “ex-
posure notification” tool in
their iPhone settings or on
Android phones by down-
loading the CA Notify app
from the Google Play store.
Many residents will get a
notification Thursday invit-
ing them to participate.]

on no-knock warrants

nal justice reforms, includ-
ing a ban on the use of
chokeholds, arequirement
that officers intervene to
stop the use of excessive
force by another officer,
and changes that make it
easier to decertify officers
who commit misconduct.
“We're here today be-
cause when the country
saw what happened in
March, people said that's
wrong, you need to do
something,” Gov. Northam
said of Taylor's killing.

The Taylor family’s attor-
ney, Ben Crump, thanked
Northam and the lead
sponsors of the legisla-
tion — Sen. Mamie Locke
and Del. Lashrecse Aird for
“helping to make a more
just society, a more just
America, one where Bre-

onna Taylor gets to sleep in
peace without the police
busting in her door.”
Taylor's aunt, Bianca Aus-
fin, said no-knock warrants
are “detrimental and de-
structive to Black lives.”
“Thank you for listening o
our voices,” Austin said.
“We hope this encour-
ages other states to get
on board” in banning no-
knock warrants, she said.
The law, which goes into ef-
fect in March, prohibits po-
lice from going info ahome
without first  announcing
themselves. It also requires
that search warrants be
served only during day-
light hours unless police
can show a magistrate or
a judge good cause as to
why the warrant needs to
be served at night. ]
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U.K. readies for ‘V-Day,’ its 1st shots in war on coronavirus

LONDON (AP) — It's been
dubbed "V-Day" in Britain
-- recalling the D-Day land-
ings in France that marked
the start of the final push in
World War Il fo defeat Nazi
Germany.

A week after the UK. be-
came the first Western
country to authorize wide-
spread use of a vaccine
against COVID-19, it is pre-
paring to administer its first
shots on Tuesday in its war
on the virus.

Those 800,000 doses will first
go to people over 80 who
are either hospitalized or
already have outpatient
appointments scheduled,
along with nursing home
workers.

In other words, the National
Health Service is saying fo
the waiting public, in effect:
Don't call us, we'll call you.
Only those who have been
contacted by the NHS to
arrange an  appointment
will be getting the jab.
Most people will have to
wait until next year before
there is enough vaccine on
hand to expand the pro-
gram.

“l don’t think people should
expect anything over the
next few days because
the reality is ... that for the
vast, vast, vast majority of
people this will be done in
January, February, March,”
said Chris Hopson, chief ex-
ecutive of NHS Providers.
“And the one thing that

Nurses at the Royal Free Hospital, London, simulate the administration of the Pfizer vaccine to
support staff training ahead of the rollout, in London, Friday Dec. 4, 2020.

we don't want people to
get anxious about or con-
cerned about is ‘Where’s
my lettere’ in December.”

Public health officials
around the globe are
waftching Britain’s rollout
as they prepare for the
unprecedented task of
rapidly vaccinating billions
of people to end the pan-
demic that has kiled more
than 1.5 million worldwide.
While the U.K. has a well-
developed infrastructure
for delivering vaccines, it
is geared fo vaccinating
groups such as school chil-

dren or pregnant women,
not the entire population.

The UK. is getting a head
start on the project after
British regulators on Dec. 2
gave emergency authori-
zation to the vaccine pro-
duced by U.S. drugmaker
Pfizer and Germany's BioN-
Tech. US. and European
Union authorities are also
reviewing the vaccine,
alongside rival products
developed by U.S. biotech-
nology company Mod-
erna, and a collaboration
between Oxford University
and drugmaker AsfraZen-
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eca.
On Saturday, Russia began
vaccinating thousands of
doctors, teachers and oth-
ers at dozens of cenfers in
Moscow with its Sputnik V
vaccine. That program is
being viewed differently
because Russia authorized
use of Sputnik V last sum-
mer after it was tested in
only a few dozen people.

But the vaccine can't ar-
rive soon enough for the
U.K., which has more than
61,000 COVID-19 related
deaths — more than any
other country has report-

ed in Europe. The U.K. has
more than 1.7 million cases.
The first shipments of the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine
were delivered to a select-
ed group of UK. hospitals
on Sunday.

The 800,000 doses are only
a fraction of what is need-
ed. The government is tar-
geting more than 25 million
people, or about 40% of
the population, in the first
phase of its vaccination
program, which gives first
priority to those who are at
the highest risk from the dis-
ease.

After those over 80 and
nursing home workers, the
program will be expanded
as the supply increases,
with the vaccine offered
roughly on the basis of age
groups, starting with the
oldest people.
Buckingham Palace re-
fused to comment on re-
ports that Queen Elizabeth
I, 94, and her 99-year-old
husband, Prince Philip,
would be vaccinated and
the action publicized in an
effort to show that there
was nothing to fear from
the jab.

“OQur goal is totally to pro-
tect every member of the
population, Her Majesty, of
course, as well,” Dr. June
Raine, chief executive of
Britain’s  Medicines and
Healthcare products Regu-
latory Agency, told the BBC
on Sunday.

Trudeau: Canada to get Pfizer vaccine by end of this year

By ROB GILLIES
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Associated Press

A sign regarding mask use to help curb the spread of COVID-19
hangs outside a business in Vancouver, British Columbia,

Sunday, Dec. 6, 2020.

Associated Press

TORONTO (AP) — Prime
Minister  Justin - Trudeau
said Monday Canada will
get up to 249,000 doses of
the vaccine developed
by American drugmaker
Pfizer and Germany’s Bi-
oNTech before the end of
December.

The vaccine is expected
be approved by Health
Canada as soon as Thurs-
day.

Trudeau had come under
criticism from opposition
parties for saying Cana-
dians won't be among
the first to get a vaccine
against  COVID-19  be-
cause the first doses will
likely go to citizens of the
countries they are made

in. Canada doesn’'t have
mass vaccine-production
facilities.

Trudeau said Canada re-
cently amended the con-
fract with Pfizer so that it
would deliver up to 249,000
doses this month. That will
mean about 124,500 of the
highest risk Canadians will
get vaccinated at first as
two doses are required per
person a few weeks apart.
“We are now contracted
fo receive up fo 249,000
of our initial doses of Pfiz-
er-BioNTech's COVID-19
vaccine in the month of
December,” Trudeau said.
“Pending Health Canada
approval, the first shipment
of doses is fracking for de-

livery next week."

Canada has confracts
with six other vaccine mak-
ers as well.

Trudeau said 14 distribution
centers will be located in
large Canadian cities ini-
fially. There will be one in
each province and two
each in Canada's four
largest provinces.

He said millions of more
doses will be on the way.
“It has been a difficult
year, and we are not out
of this crisis yet,” Trudeau
said. “But now, vaccines
are coming.”

Seniors and waorkers in
long-term care homes are
among those expected to
get the vaccine first.[]
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In this file photo dated Sunday, June 2, 2019, Spain's former King
Juan Carlos waves at the bullring in Aranjuez, Spain.

Associated Press

Spain: Ex-King Juan
Carlos | won't get special

freatment

MADRID (AP) — A Spanish
government official said
Monday that Juan Carlos
| deserves no special treat-
ment by the legal system,
amid reports the former
monarch is preparing to
admit alleged undeclared
income.

National newspapers El
Pais and El Mundo cited
unidentified sources in their
reports that the former
king, who in August went
fo live abroad amid a fi-
nancial scandal, wants o
confess to non-payment
of taxes. El Pais said the un-
declared income amounts
to more than 500,000 euros

($605,000). Under Spanish
law, confessing to unde-
clared income and paying
the outstanding taxes al-
lows offenders to avoid be-
ing charged with a crime.
The former monarch's legal
team didn't immediately
reply to requests for com-
ment. After he left Spain,
Juan Carlos went to stay in
the United Arab Emirates,
but it is not clear whether
he is still there.

Transport Minister José Luis
Abalos said in an inferview
Monday with public broad-
caster RTVE that "every-
body is equal before the
law, for better or for worse.

Hundreds ill, 1 dead due
to unidentified iliness in

India

NEW DELHI (AP) — Af least
one person has died and
200 others have been hos-
pitalized due to an uniden-
fified illness in the southern
Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh, reports said Mon-
day. The iliness was detect-
ed Saturday evening in Elu-
ru, an ancient city famous
for its hand-woven prod-
ucts. Since then, patients
have experienced symp-
toms ranging from nausea
and anxiety fo loss of con-
sciousness, doctors said.

A 45-year-old man who
was hospitalized with symp-
tfoms similar to epilepsy and

nausea died Sunday eve-
ning, the Press Trust of India
news agency reported.
Officials are frying fo de-
fermine the cause of the
ilness. So far, water sam-
ples from impacted areas
haven't shown any signs
of contamination, and the
chief minister's office said
people not linked to the
municipal  water supply
have also fallen ill. The pa-
tients are of different ages
and have tested negative
for COVID-19 and other
viral diseases such as den-
gue, chikungunya or her-
pes.

In this Sunday, Dec. 6, 2020 file photo, Romanian Prime Minister Ludovic Orban and head of the
ruling National Liberal party adjusts his mask after exit polls in the country's parliamentary elec-
tions were announced, in Bucharest, Romania.

Associated Press

Romania's center-right prime minister
resigns after election

BUCHAREST, Romania (AP)
— Romania's center-right
prime minister resigned
Monday after a general
election in which vofters
delivered nominal victory
to the left-leaning, populist
opposition party.

With 95% of votes count-
ed in Sunday's election,
Ludovic Orban's National
Liberals have been defeat-
ed by the populist Social
Democrat Party. However
the Social Democrats ap-
pear unlikely to emerge on
top in what promises to be
prolonged  post-election
wrangling to form a new
codalition government.

With most ballots counted,
the populist, corruption-
prone and fiscally reck-
less Social Democrat Party
(PSD) had around 30% of
the vote, with Orban's re-
formist centfer-right Na-
tional Liberal Party trailing
them by about 5%. The pro-
gressive USR-Plus alliance,
which has pledged noft to
be part of any Social Dem-

ocrat-led government,
won about 15% of the vote.
Only two other parties

crossed the 5% threshold to
enter Parliament: the far-
right AUR alliance, whose
vocal opposition to coro-
navirus restrictions resonat-
ed with close to 9% percent
of voters, and the UDMR
party that represents the
country's Hungarian minor-

ity, which won around 6%.
Earlier Monday, Orban said
that coalition talks with the
Social Democrats were out
of the question but did not
provide a clear explana-
tion for how his party hoped
to reach a new governing
maijority in the 465-seat bi-
cameral parliament.

"l want to be very clear, we
will never negotiate with
the PSD, we will not let the
PSD harm Romania," Orban
said.

The AUR dlliance was es-
tablished just a year ago
under the leadership that
militates against  same-
sex marriages and was
supportive  of  Orthodox
Church clerics who defied
pandemic restrictions in
Romania to hold religious
ceremonies. But it did sur-
prisingly well among Roma-
nia's expats, having taken
the lead in Italy and com-
ing in second in Spain and
France.

Some 4 million Romanians
who live abroad, mostly in
Western Europe, have tra-
ditionally voted for reform-
oriented parties that seek
fo ally the county with the
European Union main-
sfream, but the pandemic
has apparently upended
fraditional allegiances.

The National Liberals have
controlled Romania's mi-
nority government since
October 2019 when the So-

cial Democrats lost a con-
fidence vote in the parlio-
ment after a chaotic tenure
that had seen it run through
three prime ministers and
dozens of ministers in the
space of just three years.
The Social Democratic-led
government had drawn
heavy criticism from the EU
for its inferference with the
judiciary and a cascade of
corruption scandals involv-
ing prominent members.
But it defied pre-election
polls to become the nomi-
nal winner of Sunday's vote
with unfeasible promises to
preserve Romania's welfare
state model and after the
minority National Liberals
government faced strong
criticism for its handling of
the pandemic.

Romania was plagued by
widespread poverty even
before the pandemic, with
over 25% of the population
of 19 million living on less
than $5.50 a day. The pan-
demic has exacerbated
structural problems, includ-
ing the near-collapse of the
public health care system.
Only 33% of potfential Ro-
manian voters went to the
polls Sunday, compared
with nearly 39.5 percent in
2016. Observers blamed
the historically low furnout
on voters' fears of infection,
but also on general disil-
lusionment with Romania's
political class.(d
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Yemen 'on edge of precipice' as UNICEF launches aid appeal

By JOSEF FEDERMAN
JERUSALEM (AP) — Yemen
is "on the edge of a preci-
pice" after years of civil war,
a senior U.N. official has
warned on Monday, with
millions of children suffering
from malnutrition and fac-
ing the risk of famine.

Ted Chaiban sounded the
alarm about the worsen-
ing humanitarian situation
as the United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund launched an
appeal for a record $2.5
billion in emergency funds
from global donors.

As UNICEF's director for the
Middle East and North Af-
rica, Chaiban oversees an
effort to assist children and
families in a region hit hard
by conflict, natural disaster
and the coronavirus crisis.
With some 39 million chil-
dren in need of assistance,
the Middle East alone ac-
counts for 40% of the agen-
cy's $6 bilion global ap-
peal.

"The largest humanitarian
emergencies in the world
are in this region,” Chaiban
said in an inferview with The
Associated Press. He spoke
from Amman, Jordan.

The region includes some
of the world's most press-
ing humanitarian  disas-
ters — from Yemen, where
years of conflict have left
it on the brink of famine,
to Sudan, which is coping
with floods and an influx of
refugees from Ethiopia as it
emerges from years of civil
strife.

Lebanon, meanwhile, is
dealing with political pa-
ralysis, an unprecedent-
ed economic crisis and a
large population of Pales-
finian and Syrian refugees
as it tries to recover from
a massive blast in its capi-
tal of Beirut in August. Syria
continues to sfruggle with
a civil war, now in its fenth
year, which has displaced
millions of people internally
and scattered millions more
as refugees.

Yemen, which plunged
info chaos and civil war af-
ter Iranian-backed Houthi

In this Nov. 23, 2019 file photo, a malnourished newborn baby lies in an incubator at Al-Sabeen

hospital in Sanaa, Yemen.

rebels captured the capital
in 2014, may be the most
challenging area for UNI-
CEF. The agency estimates
that virtually all of Yemen's
12 million children require
some sort of assistance.
This can include food aid,
health services, clean wao-
ter, schooling and cash
grants to help the poorest
families scrape by.

"We are raising the alarm
because we are on the
edge of a precipice in Ye-
men," Chaiban said, with
some 2 million children
"acutely malnourished"
and 5 million people on the
brink of famine.

He said efforts by the U.N.
and non-governmental or-
ganizations are keeping
the country afloat.

"If that falls apart, then it
all falls apart,” he warned.
"There's a train coming
down the frack. You know
what the consequences of
not acfing is."

Education is the biggest
component of the appeal,
at $874 million, or more
than a third of all spend-
ing. Chaiban said the al-
ready challenging task of
educating children in war

and disaster zones has be-
come even more difficult
due to the coronavirus. He
estimated that 40% of the
students UNICEF serves do
not have sufficient access
fo internet or computers to
allow remote learning.
UNICEF has been working
with governments and tele-
com companies and other
partners to find "blended"
solutions that include some
in-person learning, putting
content online and giving
children increased access
fo fechnology.

Adding to the challenges is
the coronavirus pandemic,
which has strefched over-
whelmed national health
care systems and strained
education system:s.
Roughly $500 million, or
one-fifth of the total ap-
peal, is aimed at helping
the region's countries cope
with COVID-19, the illness
caused by the virus. Much
of that money will be spent
fo ensure that children can
continue to study. Support-
ing health and clean-water
programs are also critical.
Chaiban said UNICEF is
working closely with Covakx,
an ambitious global project
to procure and safely de-
liver vaccines to the world's
poorest people. The agen-
cy is promoting education-
al campaigns so people
understand the vaccino-
fion process for themselves

Associated Press

and their children.

He said that one of the re-
gion's few bright spots is
Sudan, which is emerging
from years of infernal con-
flict and is attempting to
fransition fo democracy.
The country still faces great
challenges, from floods to
the arrival of over 40,000

Ethiopian refugees to lin-
gering hostilities.

But Chaiban described Su-
dan as a "place of hope"
and said the world should
invest in its health and ed-
ucation systems and pro-
mote reconciliation there.
"We really have an op-
portunity fo move beyond
what has been the tradi-
fional narrative in Sudan,"
he said. "These kinds of op-
portunities in the Middle
East and North Africa ... do
not happen very often.”
Last year, UNICEF ap-
pealed for some $2 billion
in emergency assistance
for the Mideast but only
was able to raise about half
of that. It runs operations in
other troubled places such
as Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Libya,
Jordan and the Palestinian
territories.

With the global economy in
recession and governments
scrambling to take care
of their own populations,
the agency faces an even
more daunting challenge
this year. But Chaiban said
the cost of inaction will be
even higher.

"If we are able to continue
with the response. We can
avoid the worst," he said.(]

Open:  Thursday through Monday
From: 53010 g 9:00PM
Tel.- 583-2ilrla

Website:  wwwpinchosaribacom

Open:  Daily for Lunch and Dinner
From: 1 2:00PM (noon) to S00PM
Tel.: 587-2667

Website: wowthewestdeck.com
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Restaurant Las Ramblas at La Cabana Beach Resort & Casino:

Small details, big impact: dining in elegance on Eagle Beach boardwalk

EAGLE BEACH — How about dining under the stars, on a terrace right
across from the boardwalk of one of the best beaches in the world,
indulging in food from an all-praised chef while live guitar music com-
pletes for a stunningly romantic night? “Here you have the once-of-a-
lifetime experience of a multi-color sunset right in front of you.” Food
and Beverage director Pierre Kock invites you to Las Ramblas restau-
rant at Eagle Beach for a meal to remember. Only on Aruba.

Walking along Eagle Beach looking out to the amazing Caribbean Sea,
there is a moment that makes your head furn. That moment happens
when you hear the guitar strumming of Ernesto Ferro. As you get closer,
the smell of rosemary and thyme on the grill hits you. A higher terrace
with a stylish staircase strikes your fancy. You wonder... And then, you're
tempted to discover more.

Two mosaic columns with fire bowls decorate the entrance staircase and
guests sitting in comfortable chairs enjoy the culinary delights of chef
Sonny Partodikromo. “Las Ramblas is part of La Cabana, the resort is well-
known for its trained staff, the strong connection with guests and the sup-
port to our community,” states Kock. Without wanting to sound blasé,
we may say that La Cabana is the epitome of the ‘One Happy Island’
concept for years already, to locals and visitors.

Your private venue for Christmas

Restaurant Las Ramblas is an excellent venue for your private event, re-
ception, Christmas dinner ... you name it. Imagine you invite your em-
ployees, your family, your friends to the best terrace in tfown overlook-
ing the blue and admiring the amazing sunset while indulging in culinary
pleasures. Call them to have your private VIP terrace reserved!

The Taste of Spain in the Dutch Caribbean
Las Ramblas’ name refers to the famous boulevard in Barcelona, Spain.
The menu offers Spanish small dishes called tapas, but they also give you

fresh seafood choices and savory
steaks. All prepared on a charcoal
grill. This is the best place on the is-
land to taste sangria and try deli-
cious paella!l

Chef Sonny makes a perfect part-
ner with Chef Willy Guerrero. Where
Chef Sonny is creative and a play-
ful with flavorings, chef Guerrero
focuses on the principal of ‘make
everything from scratch’. “There is
this great dynamics between old
school and modern cuisine that
impresses our guests, together with
their three cooks they make mag-
ic,” says Kock. For the wine-pairing,
the restaurant works with wine spe-
cialty companies, such as Divino
and Arion. "All ingredients for an
unforgettable night are present.”

The devil is in the details

Las Ramblas understands very well
that standing out is important on
an island where there are many
restaurant offerings. The concept
is therefore carried out up to the
details surprising you from the mo-
ment you walk the stairs until the
end of the night under the stars.
The music is high-quality as Ferro
is not your average guitarist, he

built his name. The seats are very
comfortable and the welcome by
restaurant manager Lino van der
Biezen and his staff is a step fur-
ther. The illuminated menu is real
thoughtful, the table is dressed up
with colored, glass candle holders
that match the mosaic entrance
columns and there are plants that
add to the ambiance. It is just
down to the last detail.

Close to community

Kock: "We are very close to our
community and | have chosen to
work with the local hotel and res-
taurant students to organize their
internships here. This is what La
Cabana is all about: supporting
community and pleasing visitors.
It works both ways, we mentor the
youth and we pamper the guests.”

Las Ramblas is open from
Tuesday to Saturday be-
tween 5.30pm and 10pm.
For reservations please call
or WhatsApp: (297) 737-9068
or call (297) 520-1100. Face-
book: Las Ramblas Aruba.[
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My Aruba story ... memories of a loyal follower

Aruba Today welcomes readers to
participate in our newspaper. Now
that we are open to visitors again
after the three months of lockdown
we are all ears to know about you.
How do you feel to be back or
maybe this is your first time in Aru-
ba? Let us know! Send us a picture
and tell us about your experience
because we love to share this with

our readers.

What do you do?

[t's easy. Mail us your vacation
picture(s) together with your Aruba
story (Email: news@arubatoday.
com) and we will publish this in our
newspaper. This for sure is a great
vacation memory to take home
with you.

Pic taken before Scott bleached his beard

Scoft L. from the US has a thing
with Santa Claus and also with
helping kids. He is kick starting a
campaign with a simple goal:
to have a portion of all sales
using Santa Claus go towards
helping sick kids. Currently, he
is riding around this island on a
bike dressed like Santa Claus
(real beard), and he plans on
doing over 1,000 miles. *“I do
feel my work could benefit the
people of Aruba, mostly be-
cause this is where | discovered
the frue meaning of Santa. If
the people of Aruba could
have this conversation about
a better way to use the image
of Santa, it might force other
countries to do the same.” For
years he wanted fto share his
work with people on the island.
The first thing he did when Scoftt
got home from Aruba in De-
cember 2007 was writing down
his Aruba experiences and how
that helped changing the way
he saw Santa. Stay ftuned for
some more stories about Santa
Scott.

Happy HO HO HOIlidays,

Taken before Scott came to Aruba.
The couple in the pic just got engaged
at the Tree, and wanted a pic with
Santa to celebrate the moment.
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Aruba in December

ORANJESTAD — Every year December dresses Aruba in
lights that shine everywhere and best expressed by the
well-known Sero Preto or Black Hill, light decorated hous-
es in San Nicolas. However Pasco or Christmas was not
always celebrated this way on the island. Long before
the introduction of electricity, there were customs and
traditions that made the people of Aruba looking forward
to “Pasco di Nacemento”.

Weeks before Christmas, Arubans began cleaning and
painting their houses. An ancient custom was also to tie three
aloe leaves with a bright red ribbon and hang this charm on
doors, doorways and windows to welcome the good spir-
its of peace and harmony info each home. Typical dishes
were enjoyed as a family: Christmas ham, ayaca, goat stew,
stuffed turkey and oliebollen (a Dutch tradition). They drank
chuculati di pinda, which is hot milk sugar and mixed with
grinded peanuts. The woman drank cream punch and the
men had their rum or a natfive alcoholic beverage made
out of agave called Cucuy. A liquor distilled from the fer-
mented juices of the head, body or leaves of Agave cocui
(“green agave”), which used to be artisan and produced
locally. Nowadays it is still being produced in the Venezu-
elan regions of Falcdn and Lara. With a taste similar to other
agave-based liquors such as tequila and mezcal, it is known
as the Tequila of the Caquetios in Venezuela.

Families went to the Aurora Mass to demonstrate their Chris-
tian faith. It is called ‘Aurora’ because it is celebrated at the
dawn of the new day. The cradle of Aruba’s Christianity
is found at the north coast of the island. This littfle chapel,
named Alto Vista, has a lot of history that attracts many tour-
ists year around and for the Aruban population it's a place
for veneration where they find peace and tranquility for their

L
- =]

Artwork by Etnia Nativa “Natives approaching at Alto Vista Chapel”

restless spirit. There are many stories re-
lated to the small chapel and the great
Christian faith of the native Amerindians,
such as one from 1760 mentioned in the
books of the Alto Vista Chapel referred
to Antonio Gregorio, an elderly neigh-
bor of the place, very devout but at that
time seriously ill, who before upon dying
wanted to receive the holy sacrament
given by catholic priest.

Antfonio’s wish seemed very difficult to

Cas di lus- Sero Preto- San Nicolas

fulfill since at that time there was no priest
in Alto Vista. Neighbors, friends and rela-
fives of Anfonio gathered to pray in the
chapel. Now after eight days of prayer,
to everyone's surprise arrived an old Alto
Vista neighbor who was refurning from
the mainland, Venezuela and was com-
ing in the company of a priest, Father
Maximiliano, which came to see the sick
man and to give him the sacred oils on
Christmas Eve before the elderly man
passed away.

Meanwhile, the Prosecutor’'s Office
raised two flags on the flagstone on top
of the hill to announce to the inhabitants
of Alto Vista that something extraordi-
nary was happening and people began
to arrive from all sides for the occasion.
The priest greeted everyone with great
cordiality, speaking of the importance
of confession to receive the Holy Eucha-
rist (Communion). At midnight, Father
Maximiliano gave his first mass “Misa di
Aurora”.(d

To get to know a little more regarding
Aruba’s and its cultural origins, etc.
we highly recommend you to book
your participation in our cultural en-
counter session.

A mind opening revelation and en-
tertaining island experience.

Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com
our facilities and activities take place
close to high rise hotels.
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Survey: Business economists see full recovery by

By STAN CHOE

AP Business Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The U.S.
economy's growth is likely
slowing as 2020 comes to a
close, but a growing num-
ber of economists expect
it fo claw back to its pre-
pandemic strength by the
second half of next year as
vaccines for the coronavi-
rus become widely distrib-
uted.

That's the view from the lat-
est survey of the National
Association  for  Business
Economics. It found that
73% of surveyed forecasters
say the economy will return
fo its pre-pandemic level
by late 2021. That reflects
greater opfimism than the
forecasters had expressed
a couple months ago,
when just 38% of them said
they thought a fullrecovery
could occur before 2022.
Economists have been say-
ing for months that only
when vaccines are widely
available to confrol or de-
feat the virus will the econ-
omy be able to sustain any
meaningful recovery from
the worst economic down-
turn since the Great De-
pression of the 1930s.
Hopes that one or more
coronavirus vaccines  will
roll out soon are helping
drive expectations higher,
said the survey's chair, Holly
Wade.

"NABE panelists have be-
come more opfimistic, on
balance," Wade said, "with
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A man pushes carts as a hiring sign shows at a Jewel Osco grocery store in Deerfield, lll., Thursday,

April 23, 2020.

nearly one-third revising
their outlook higher based
on recent news of effective
vaccines."

Pharmaceutical compao-
nies are asking U.S. regu-
lators to allow the use of
their vaccine candidates
after reporting encourag-
ing data from clinical trials.
The hope is that a wide roll-
out would mean fewer re-
strictions on businesses next
year and more confidence
among shoppers and com-
panies to spend more.

In the meantime, the econ-
omy is struggling to gain
fraction. Measures of con-

sumer confidence, which
is crifical to spending and
growth, remain well below
their pre-pandemic levels.
On Friday, the government
reported that employers
sharply scaled back their
hiring in November, add-
ing 245,000 jobs — the few-
est since April and the fifth
straight monthly slowdown.
The report provided the lat-
est evidence that the job
market and economy are
faltering in the face of a vi-
rus that has been shattering
daily records for confirmed
infections.

In the near term, economic
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activity is likely to slow fur-
ther, with health officials
warning against all but es-
sential travel and states
and cities limiting gather-
ings, restricting restaurant
dining and reducing the
hours and capacity of bars,
stores and other businesses.
But if the NABE's forecasts
are right, a full recovery
could be reached by late
next year. If so, it would
mark a remarkably quick
rebound for the econo-
my after its breathtaking
plummet during the spring.
When the coronavirus was
first spreading and gover-

nors around the country
ordered businesses to shut
down, the U.S. economy
shrank by a punishing an-
nualized rate of 31.4% from
April through June.

During the summer, as
stay-at-home orders were
reloxed, the economy
exploded higher off that
very weak base and grew
at an annualized rate of
33.1%. Now that the easi-
est gains have been made,
the economists surveyed
by NABE say the economy
likely has been growing
at an annualized rate of
4.1% during the last three
months of 2020. They ex-
pect growth to further slow
fo an annualized rate of
2.9% during the first three
months of 2021.

The main concern going
forward, of course, remains
the pandemic. Even if a
vaccine is approved quick-
ly, it would be scarce at first,
and most people wouldn't
be able to get one for a
while. In the meantime,
soaring COVID-19 numbers
are forcing governments
around the world to reim-
pose varying degrees of re-
strictions on businesses.
Slightly more than a quarter
of forecasters surveyed by
NABE, 27%, said the biggest
risk facing the economy is
inaction by Washington to
offer more financial aid.
The only risk cited more of-
fen was the pandemic it-
self, at 57%.

Mastercard, Visa investigate Pornhub business relationship

The Associated Press
Credit card giants Visa and
Mastercard said Sunday
that they are investigating
their business relationship
with Pornhub after a promi-
nent newspaper columnist
alleged that the porno-
graphic website shows vid-
eos of rape and underage
sex.

Nicholas Kristof,  opin-
ion columnist at The New
York Times, wrote Friday
that Pornhub carries rape
scenes, revenge pornogra-
phy and other examples of
explicit video taken without
consent of the participants.
In a statement to The As-
sociated Press on Sunday,
Pornhub said it is "irrespon-

sible and flagrantly untrue"
to suggest that it allows im-
ages of the sexual abuse
of children on its site. Porn-
hub added that it employs
moderators to screen every
upload and that it removes
illegal material.

The online payment service
PayPal last year stopped
processing payments fo
Pornhub, which is owned
by the pornography con-
glomerate MindGeek. The
columnist called out other
card issuers for working
with the site. In response to
Kristof's story, Visa and Mas-
tercard said they're investi-
gating the matter.

"We are aware of the al-
legations, and we are ac-

tively engaging with the
relevant financial insfitu-
fions to investigate, in ad-
dition to engaging directly
with the site's parent com-
pany, MindGeek," Visa said
Sunday.

Visa added that if Pornhub
is violating the law or bank
policies, then the website
will be prohibited from ac-
cepting Visa payments.
Meanwhile, Mastercard
promised "immediate ac-
tion" if the allegations are
substantiated.

"We are investigating the
allegations raised in the
New York Times and are
working with  MindGeek's
bank to understand this sit-
uation," Mastercard said in
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This Aug. 11, 2019 file photo shows Visa credit cards in New Or-

leans.

a statement.
American  Express  said
company policy prohibits

Associated Press

the Amex card from being
used on "digital adult con-
tent websites."(1
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Why are some scientists turning away from brain scans?

NEW YORK (AP) — Brain
scans offer a tantalizing
glimpse into the mind's
mysteries, promising an al-
most X-ray-like vision into
how we feel pain, interpret
faces and wiggle fingers.
Studies of brain images
have suggested that Re-
publicans and Democrats
have visibly different think-
ing, that overweight adults
have stronger responses to
pictures of food and that
it's possible to predict a so-
ber person's likelihood of
relapse.

But such buzzy findings are
coming under growing
scrufiny as scientists grap-
ple with the fact that some
brain scan research doesn't
seem to hold up.

Such studies have been
criticized for relying on too
few subjects and for incor-
rectly analyzing or inter-
preting data. Researchers
have also realized a per-
son's brain scan results can
differ from day to day —
even under identical con-
ditions — casting a doubt
on how to document con-
sistent patterns.

With so many questions be-
ing raised, some research-
ers are acknowledging the
scans' limitations and work-
ing fo overcome them or
simply tfurning to other tests.
Earlier this year, Duke Uni-
versity researcher Annchen
Knodt's lab published the
latest paper challenging
the reliability of common

This Jan. 30, 2006 file photo shows a functional magnetic resonance imaging scan on a computer
screen at an Emory University lab in Atlanta.

brain scan projects, based
on about 60 studies of the
past decade including her
own.

"We found this poor result
across the board," Knodt
said. "We're basically dis-
crediting much of the work
we've done."
WATCHING BRAINS
UP’'

The research being re-ex-
amined relies on a tech-

'LIGHT

nique called functional
magnetic resonance imag-
ing, or fMRI.

Using large magnets, the
scans detect where oxy-
genated blood rushes to
when someone does an
activity — such as memoriz-
ing a list of words or touch-
ing fingertips together — al-
lowing scientists to indirect-
ly measure brain activity.
When the technology de-
buted in the early 1990s, it
opened a seemingly revo-
lutionary window into the
human brain.

Other previous imaging
techniques tracked brain

activity through electrodes
placed on the skull or ra-
dioactive tracers injected
into the bloodstream. In
comparison, fMRI seemed
like a fast, high-resolution
and non-invasive alferna-
five.

A flurry of papers and
press coverage followed
the technique's invention,
pointing to parts of the brain
that "light up" when we fall
in love, feel pain, gamble
or make difficult decisions.
But as years passed, trou-
bling evidence began tfo
surface that challenged
some of those findings.

"It's a very powerful thing to
show a picture of the brain.
It lends itself to abuse, in
some ways," said Damian
Stanley, a brain scientist at
Adelphi University. "People
eat them up, things get
overblown. Somewhere in
there, we lost the nuance."
QUESTIONS EMERGE

In 2009, a group of scien-
fists investigated papers
that had linked individual

Associated Press

differences in brain activity
to various personality types.
They found many used a
type of analysis that report-
ed only the strongest cor-
relations, leading to poten-
fially coincidental conclu-
sions. A "disturbingly large"
amount of fMRI research
on emotion and personal-
ity relied on these "seriously
defective research meth-
o0ds," the group wrote.

Later that year, another
pair of researchers dem-
onstrated that the raw
results of imaging scans
— without the proper sta-
fistical corrections — could
detfect brain activity in a
dead Aflantic salmon. Four
years ago, another group
of scientists claimed a dif-
ferent common statistical
error had led thousands of
fMRI projects astray. This
year, Stanford University re-
searchers described what
happened when they gave
the same fMRI data to 70
groups of independent
neuroscientists.  No  fwo

teams used the same anal-
ysis methods and, overall,
the researchers did not al-
ways come to the same
conclusions about what
the data demonstrated
about brain activity."In the
end, we probably jumped
on the fMRI bandwagon a
little too fast. Itf's reached
the threshold of concern
for a lot of us," said Duke
neuroscientist Anita Disney.
THE NEXT BIG THING

With doubts growing, many
labs have become more
cautious about what im-
aging techniques to use in
efforts to unravel the aver-
age brain's 110,000 miles
(177,000  kilometers)  of
nerve fibers. Yale University
researcher Joy Hirsch, for
example, wants to under-
stand "the social brain" —
what happens when peo-
ple talk, touch or make eye
contact. She's opted out
of fMRI, since it can only
be used on a single person
who must remain perfectly
still for imagining inside a
large scanner.

Instead, Hirsch uses an al-
ternative technology that
bounces laser lights off of
a fiber optic cable-laced
skullcap into the brain to
detect blood flow. The
technique, functional near
infrared spectroscopy, al-
lows her subjects fo move
freely during scanning and
permits her fo study live so-
cial interactfions between
several people.(

CAPE CANAVERAL,

Fla.
(AP) — A SpaceX supply
ship bearing Christmas

In this image taken from NASA TV the Dragon cargo capsule
docks at the International Space Station, Monday, Dec. 7,
2020, alongside a Dragon crew capsule that carried up astro-
navuts three weeks ago.

Associated Press

goodies
International
tion on Monday, parking

arrived at the
Space Sta-

alongside another Dragon
capsule that carried up as-
fronauts three weeks ago.
It's the first fime Elon Musk's
company has two Dragons
at the orbiting lab, filing
both available slofs.

Unlike SpaceX's previous
cargo carriers, which had
to be plucked from orbit
by the space station's ro-
bot arm, this larger and up-
dated model docked all
by itself a day after rocket-
ing into orbit from NASA's
Kennedy Space Center.
This unusually large ship-
ment — exceeding 6,400
pounds (2,200 kilograms)
— includes experiments,
equipment, Christmas

SpaceX capsules parked side-by-side at station for 1st fime

presents and the makings
for a holiday feast for the
seven station astronauts.
The crew monitored all
the action as the capsule
pulled up and docked
at the station more than
260 miles (420 kilometers)
above the Indian Ocean.
The two Dragon parking
spots are just 15 feet (4.5
meters) or so apart.

NASA astronaut Kate Ru-
bins offered "a huge con-
gratulations” to SpaceX
and everyone else in-
volved.

"It's pretty amazing to think
that less than a month ago
you docked four crew
members," radioed Ru-

bins, a microbiologist and
one of four Americans on
board. "And now you're
bringing a vehicle full of
world class science for us
to execute."

The crew also includes two
Russians and one Japa-
nese.

SpaceX redesigned its car-
go ships to be as big as its
spacious crew capsules in
order to pack more in.

The cargo Dragon will re-
main at the space stafion
for a month, before para-
chuting info the Atlantic
with science samples and
discarded gear. The crew
Dragon will stay up until

spring.
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Fauci's plea 'Wear a mask' tops list of
2020 notable quotes

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) —
A plea from Dr. Anthony
Fauci for people to "wear a
mask" to slow the spread of
the coronavirus tops a Yale
Law School librarian’s list of
the most notable quotes of
2020.

The list assembled by Fred
Shapiro, an associate di-
rector at the library, is an
annual update to "The Yale
Book of Quotations," which
wais first published in 2006.
Also on the list is "l can't

breathe," the plea George
Floyd made repeatedly to
police officers holding him
down on a Minneapolis
street corner.

Several quotes from the
presidential campaign ap-
pear including Joe Biden
teling a student: "You're a
lying dog-faced pony sol-

dier."

Shapiro said he picks
quotes that are not nec-
essarily admirable or elo-
quent, but rather because
they are famous or particu-
larly revealing of the spirit of
the times. [
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In this June 23, 2020 file pho-
to, Director of the National
Institute of Allergy and Infec-

tious Diseases Dr. Anthony
Fauci wears a face mask as
he waits to testify before a
House Committee on Energy
and Commerce on the Trump
administration's response to
the COVID-19 pandemic on
Capitol Hill in Washington.
Associated Press
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The Dylan catalog, a 60-year rock 'n' roll odyssey, is sold

By DAVID BAUDER
Associated Press Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Bob
Dylan has sold publishing
rights to his catalog of more
than 600 songs, one of the
greatest treasures in popu-
lar music, fo the Universal
Music Publishing Group for
an undisclosed sum.

The catalog includes such
modern standards as "Blow-

in'In The Wind,""Tangled Up
in Blue," "Knockin' On Heav-
en's Door," and "Like a Roll-
ing Stone," a body of work
that may only be matched
for its breadth and influ-
ence by the Beaftles, whose
songs were re-acquired by
Paul McCartney in 2017.
The songwriting legend
earned an estimated $300
milion from the sale, ac-
cording to The New York
Times, which first reported
it.

Dylan, 79, topped the Roll-
ing Stone list of the 100
Greatest Songwriters of All
Time in 2015 and the song
"Like A Rolling Stone" was
named by the magazine
as the best ever written.
He won the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 2016, the only
songwriter to receive the
award.

"Brilliant and moving, inspir-
ing and beautiful, insightful
and provocative, his songs
are timeless — whether

In this Jan. 12, 2012, file photo, Bob Dylan performs in Los Angeles. Universal Music Publishing

Group is buying legendary singer Bob Dylan’s entire catalog of songs.

they were written more
than half a century ago or
yesterday," said Sir Lucian
Grainge, CEO of Universal
Music Group, in a prepared
statement Monday.

To give some indication of
its value, Stevie Nicks re-
cenftly sold an 80% stake in
her music fo the publisher
and talent management
company Primary Wave for
a reported $100 million.

In cultural terms, Dylan's

catalog is "quite literally
priceless," said Anthony
DeCurtis, a veteran music
writer and conftributing edi-
tor at Rolling Stone.

"It has been 60 years and
it's still going strong," DeCur-
tis said. "There's no reason
to believe there's going to
be any diminishment in its
significance."

Song publishing has be-
come an even more valu-
able assetinrecent months,

Associated Press

seen as areliable long-term
source of income in an in-
dustry  where streaming
has taken conftrol and the
live concert business has at
least temporarily collapsed
due to the coronavirus
pandemic, said Alan Light,
a veteran music writer who
hosts his own SiriusXM show.
Companies like Universal
compete with newer out-
fits like Primary Wave and
Merck Mercuriadis' Hipgno-

sis Song Fund to control the
use of songs for advertising
and placement in movies,
television shows or video
games.

While songwriters like Paul
Simon, Joni Mitchell and
Neil Young all have valu-
able catalogs, their work
can't match Dylan for ifs
volume and significance,
Light said.

Dylan's songs have been
recorded more than 6,000
fimes, by various artists from
dozens of countries, cul-
fures and music genres. No-
table releases include the
Byrds' chart-topping version
of "Mr. Tambourine Man,"
Jimi Hendrix's reworking of
"All Along the Watchtower"
and Adele's cover of "Make
You Feel My Love."

The deal does not include
rights to Dylan's own re-
cordings of his material. So,
if Universal is approached
fo use Dylan's recording
of "Lay Lady Lay," for ex-
ample, it would have to be
cleared by the artist.

Dylan first entered the pub-
lic consciousness as part of
New York City's Greenwich
Village folk scene during
the early 1960s. Influenced
by the bluesman Robert
Johnson and folk singer,
songwriter Woody Guthrie,
he added a lyrical depth
to his music.

This combination photo shows Lena Waithe, left, and Malcolm
Gladwell, who will join several influencers on an advisory board
for Audible to help discover new talent.

By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr.
AP Entertainment Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lena
Waithe and Malcolm
Gladwell will join several

Associated Press

influencers on an advisory
board for Audible to help
discover new talent.

The online audiobook
and podcast platform an-

Audible enlists Waithe, Gladwell to help find

nounced Monday the for-
mation of the Emerging
Voices Advisory Board. The
diverse board of esteemed
artists, podcasters, produc-
ers and writers was created
to help Audible experts de-
fine and "further the cre-
ative vision" of storytellers.
The board will also help
aftract and develop proj-
ects from the "best emerg-
ing and established voice
across the globe."

Waithe is the creator of
Showtime's "The Chi" and
wrote the fim "Queen &
Slim" and has appeared in
"Master of None," "Ready
Player One" and "West-
world." Gladwell is the best-
seling author of "The Tip-
ping Point" and "Outliers."
"There's nothing | love more
than amplifying new and
exciting voices," Waithe

said in a statement. "I'm
so grateful to Audible for
giving us the space to do
that."

Other board members will
include former New York
Magazine  editor-in-chief
Adam Moss, Grammy-win-
ning songwriter-producer T
Bone Burnett and Marshall
Lewy, the chief content of-
ficer at Wondery.

On Monday, Audible also
announced the launch of
the Audible Podcast Devel-
opment Program. The pro-
gram will identify, develop
and create opportunities
for the next generation of
audio-driven storytellers.
Selected participants  will
have the opportunity to
work alongside Audible ex-
perts to receive editorial,
production and financial
support. Original podcasts

new talent

for Audible listeners are ex-
pected to begin releasing
in summer 2021.

Rachel Ghiazza, the EVP
andHead of U.S. Content at
Audible, said the company
will offer its own resources
through the program to
"voices that need to be
heard and to podcasters
aspiring to make cultural
and artistic impact."[
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AP source: Jets fire Gregg Williams after call costs 1st win

NEW YORK (AP) — Gregg
Williams' curious call cost
the New York Jets their first
win - and the defensive
coordinator his job.

A person with direct knowl-
edge of the decision fold
The Associated Press on
Monday that the Jets fired
Williams, whose stunning
play call Sunday against
the Las Vegas Raiders was
highly criticized by fans,
media and even his own
players.

The still-winless Jets were
seconds away from their
first victory unfil Williams
inexplicably called for an
all-out blitz against Las Ve-
gas. Derek Carr heaved a
perfectly placed 4é6-yard
touchdown pass to Hen-
ry Ruggs lll — who was in
man-to-man, or Cover
Zero, coverage with rookie
cornerback Lamar Jackson
— with 5 seconds left o lift
the Raiders fo a 31-28 vic-
fory.

It left the Jets players,
who only moments ear-
lier were celebrating what
appeared to be a win, in
shock on the sideline. Team
captain Marcus Maye took
an uncharacteristic swipe
at Williams after the game,
saying that the defense
should have been in a bet-
ter call in that situation.

In this June 4, 2019, file photo, New York Jets defensive coordinator Gregg Williams looks on as his
players run drills at the team's NFL football training facility in Florham Park, N.J.

It all ended up costing Wil-
liams his job.

The person spoke to the AP
on condifion of anonym-
ity Monday because the
team hadn't announced
the move.

The 62-year-old Williams
had been the Jets' defen-
sive coordinator the past
two seasons under Adam
Gase. He has had several
stops through the NFL dur-
ing a 30-year career, in-
cluding with New Orleans,
where he was suspended

a year by the league for
his role in the Saints' bounty
scandal.

It wasn't immediately clear
who would take over call-
ing the defense for the
Jets, who are 0-12 and are
four losses from joining the
2008 Detroit Lions and 2017
Cleveland Browns — where
Williams was the defen-
sive coordinator — as the
NFL's only 0-16 teams.The
no-nonsense Williams has
made a career of being
an aggressive play caller

Associated Press

on defense, but the Jets
have struggled this year
while ranking 29th in total
defense and 30th in scor-
ing defense. Wiliams had
to deal with star safety Ja-
mal Adams being traded
tfo Seattle during the sum-
mer, linebacker C.J. Mosley
opting out because of CO-
VID-19 concerns, and line-
backer Avery Wiliamson
dealt fo Pittsburgh in the
middle of the season.

There were several injuries
to contend with, and other

veterans such as corner-
back Pierre Desir and Quin-
cy Wilson not playing well.
But the Jets' defense had
mostly done its job Sunday,
including a fourth-down
stop with 1:37 left. But af-
ter the offense went three-
and-out with a chance to
seal it, the defense took the
field again — and Williams'
call cost New York.

While it was a suspect de-
cision by Williams, it wasn't
totally out of character. He
has been known for taking
risks on defense, daring of-
fenses to beatf his blitzes
in key moments. This time,
though, it had dire conse-
guences for a team that
was so close to finally get-
ting a victory.

"We just played the call
that the coaches called,"
Maye said after the game.
"We've got to execute, but
you've goft to help us out at
the same time and be in a
better call at that spot.”
Williams is the first coach on
Gase's staff to be fired, but
likely won't be the last. The
Jets are expected to also
fire Gase after this season,
sefting up what should be
a busy offseason that will
include a coaching search
and likely having the No. 1
overall pick in the NFL draft
in April.J

Breakdancing gets Olympic status to debut at Paris in 2024

By GRAHAM DUNBAR

AP Sports Writer

GENEVA (AP) — Break-
dancing became an offi-
cial Olympic sport on Mon-

day.
The International Olym-
pic Committee's pursuit

of urban events to lure a
younger audience saw
street dance battles offi-
cially added to the medal
events program at the 2024
Paris Games.

Also confirmed for Paris by
the I0C executive board
were skateboarding, sport
climbing, and surfing.
Those three sports will make
their Olympic debuts at the
Tokyo Games which were
postponed because of the
coronavirus pandemic by
one year to open on July
23, 2021.

Alongside the additions,
the IOC made subfrac-

tions: The slate of 329 med-
al eventsin Paris is 10 fewer
than in Tokyo, and the ath-
lete quota in 2024 of 10,500
is around 600 less than next
year.

Two sports with froubled
governing bodies — boxing
and weightlifting — saw the
biggest cuts to the number
of athletes they can have
in Paris.

Weightliffing should have
120 athletes in Paris, which
is less than half of its total
at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro
Games.

The sport could be dropped
entirely due to its historic
doping problems and 10C
concerns over the pace
and depth of reform at the
International  Weightlifting
Federation.

The I0OC stressed its future
priorities for Paris, and be-
yond fo the 2028 Los Ange-

les Games, by claiming it
will hit a long-term target of
equal participation by men
and women athletes, and
more urbanized events.
With Paris organizers need-
ing fime fo prepare their
project, the IOC kepft to ifs
pre-pandemic schedule to
confirm the 2024 sports line-
up this month even before
some are fested in Tokyo.
Breakdancing willbe called
breaking at the Olympics,
asitwasin the 1970s by hip-
hop pioneers in the United
States.

It was proposed by Paris or-
ganizers almost two years
ago after positive trials af
the 2018 Youth Olympics
in Buenos Aires. Break-
ing passed further stages
of approval in 2019 from
separate decisions by the
IOC board and full mem-
bership.

In this Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2020 file photo, Carlos Cruz, a break-
dancer, practices at a kiosk in Alameda park after being closed
off to the public for nearly five months due to the new coronavi-
rus pandemic, in Mexico City.

In Paris, breaking has been
given a prestige downtown
venue, joining sport climb-
ing and 3-on-3 basketball
at Place de le Concorde.

Surfing will be held more

Associated Press

than 15,000 kilometers
(2,000 miles) away in the
Pacific Ocean off the
beaches of Tahiti, as the
IOC dlready agreed in
March. O
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On Football The Bad, The Worse, and the Truly Ugly

By BARRY WILNER

AP Pro Football Writer

For those teams pleading
"Cut us a break™in this weird
and unprecedentedly un-
predictable year, that was
a fair ask. Until now.

At this point of the NFL sea-
son, as we head into the fi-
nal quarter of the schedule,
the mea culpas have run
their course. There's simply
too much bad, worse and
fruly ugly football to excuse
any longer.

Certainly the winless, hap-
less and possibly hope-
less Jets punctuated that
on Sunday with their latest
debacle. The Jaguars per-
haps made what's left of
their believers hold the faith
info overtime before fold-
ing. The Chargers didn't
even get out of the first
period in their worst perfor-
mance since, well, maybe
when they called Balboa
Stadium home.

Philly has flopped (phlo-
pped?) so badly there are
calls for coach Doug Ped-
erson's job; hey, Eagles
fans, the guy won the Su-
per Bowl three seasons
backs. But yes, that offense
is unsightly.

Even some of the medioc-
rities, and there are many
in 2020, can be downright
hideous. See Chicago's six-
game slide that, by all in-
dications, could reach 10.
It's loss Sunday was to the
Lions, who spoiled many a

New York Jets' Marcus Maye leaves the field with a towel over his head after an NFL football game
against the Las Vegas Raiders, Sunday, Dec. 6, 2020, in East Rutherford, N.J.

Thanksgiving meal in De-
froit by their performance
on the holiday.

Two more tailenders, Dal-
las and Washington, sfill
haven't played their Week
13 games. The unattrac-
fiveness just might be en-
hanced by the end of the
Cowboys' visit to Baltimore
on Tuesday night.

Chargers coach Anthony
Lynn summed up the ugli-
ness after a 45-0 no-show
against New England.
"That was one of the worst
football games I've ever
been a part of in my 30
years in the National Foot-

ball League as a player
and a coach. That was
unacceptable and embar-
rassing,” Lynn said.

Sort of what America has
seen from far too many
teams, all of which de-
served a pass because of
the way the COVID-19 pan-
demic has disrupted, well,
everything. At this point, 12
games in, however, soc-
cer's process of relegation
for the worst offenders —
exemplified by action Sun-
day — seems like a wise
approach.

Start with the Jaguars, who
deserve credit for extend-

Associated Press

ing to the limit many oppo-
nents, all of whom are bet-
ter than they are. Yet every
week — including the over-
fime defeat at Minnesota
in which they blew a lead,
made an impressive come-
back, then committed
the game-losing mistakes
in OT — things go wrong.
Jacksonville is 1-11, all of
the losses coming since an
opening victory.

"There's a point where
there's no moral victories,"
veteran linebacker Joe
Schobert said. "In football,
you either win or you lost.
It's not like, 'Oh, we lost by

two. We lost by three.' |
think it just speaks to how
hard everybody plays on
this team and how hard
everybody plays for each
other, just with all the stuff
we've been going through,
and getting in these close
games. But to be a good
football feam, you have to
win those close games."

Or play close ones at least.
The Chargers would seem
to have enough talent
(Joey Bosa, Keenan Allen,
Austin Ekeler when healthy,
rookie QB Justin Herbert
and quite a few others)
not to be 3-9. On Sunday,
they made the so-so Patri-
ofs look like the prime Tom
Brady version in a 45-0 fi-
Qsco.

Instead, the Chargers ap-
pear to be regressing. Lynn
kept repeating "unaccept-
able." We concur.

Then there is incredible in-
eptitude, spelled J-E-T-S.
On the brink of what pretty
much everyone in the Big
Apple believed was un-
reachable — a win — they
reached fruly ugly instead.
Ultimate ugly.

After stopping Las Vegas
deep in Jets territory, they
needed a first down to end
their team-record 11-game
slide. Playing not to lose —
hey, guys, it almost never
works — they got ultra-con-
servative and had to punt
after the Raiders' used their
fimeouts.[]

Trump honors Iegendary lowa wrestler Gable at White House

President Donald Trump awards the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom, the highest civilian honor, to Olympic gold medalist and
former University of lowa wrestling coach Dan Gable in the Oval
Office of the White House, Monday, Dec. 7, 2020, in Washington.

By KEVIN FREKING
Associated Press

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump pre-

senfed the nation's highest
civiian honor to Dan Ga-
ble, a renowned wrestler
and coach from lowa who
won a gold medal at the
1972 Summer Olympics.
"He's the greatest wrestler,
probably ever," Trump said.
"He's made our country
very proud and he's a true
GOAT."

Trump used an October
campaign rally to an-
nounce the selection of
Gable for the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, bringing
him on stage to the delight
of the crowd as he sought
to win over lowa voters. The
ceremony on Monday at
the White House fulfills that
commitment.

Gable is one of several
sports figures to be pre-
sented the award during
Trump's time in office. Ga-
ble was a champion wres-
tler at lowa State University,
compiling a 117-1 record
and winning two NCAA
fitles.

During his six matches at
the Munich Olympics, he
went unscored upon.
Gable would go on to
an incredibly  successful
coaching career at the
University of lowa, where his
teams won 15 NCAA titles.
"No one has done more to
promote wrestling in Ameri-
ca than Dan Gable," Trump
said.

Trump also used the cer-

emony to push his false
narrative that he won the
election, saying at one
point: "I'm 2-0 and that's
pretty good, too. But wel'l
see how that furns out."
The Presidential Medal of
Freedom is awarded to
people who have made
excepfional contributions
to the security or national
interests of America, to its
culture or to other signifi-
cant endeavors.

Last week, Trump pre-
sented the medal to col-
lege football Hall of Famer
and political ally Lou Holtz,
whose 34-year coaching
career included the 1988
national title at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame.[]]



