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A group holds signs rallying in support of the “Save the Children” movement, calling for an end to child trafficking Sept. 26, 2020, in Morris, Ill. 
Associated Press

QAnon's 'Save the Children' 
morphs into popular slogan

TRAFFIC 
STOP

By AMANDA SEITZ 
Associated Press
MORRIS, Ill. (AP) — At a 
busy intersection in this 
small Illinois town, Lynn Ver-
million smiles at passing 
drivers who honk their sup-
port for the colorful post-
ers she and friends wave: 
"Save Our Children. Save 
their Children. Save ALL the 
Children." As the U.S. presi-
dential campaign heated 

up in recent months, the 
57-year-old mother of two 
and others like her took to 
city and suburban streets 
nationwide to join rallies 
calling for an end to child 
trafficking. The "Save the 
Children" effort emerged 
earlier this year as a splinter 
movement from QAnon, 
the group of internet con-
spiracy theorists who be-
lieve without evidence that 

President Donald Trump 
is secretly fighting a sup-
posed network of celebri-
ties and government of-
ficials  who are running a 
child trafficking ring. 
The movement's rise has 
complicated the efforts of 
the humanitarian organiza-
tion called Save the Chil-
dren and other nonprof-
its that work to help the 
world's needy children. 

Vermillion, who works in 
home health, said she is 
not a QAnon supporter 
and tries hard to filter out 
conspiracy theories that 
enter her Facebook feed. 
She said she supports the 
"Save the Children" move-
ment because she wants 
to protect children and 
believes Trump is the only 
candidate taking the issues 
of child sex abuse and traf-

ficking seriously."Why are 
we finally talking about it? 
Because we have a presi-
dent who's talking about 
it," she said last month as 
she and about 30 others 
sought to bring attention 
to the movement in Morris, 
a conservative stronghold 
of about 15,000 people 60 
miles (about 100 kilometers) 
from Chicago.
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QAnon's 'Save the Children' morphs into popular slogan

Continued from Front

She promoted her event 
on Facebook, as many 
other women are doing. 
Some also use the platform 
to launch private groups 
where they swap tips, ru-
mors and stories about 
child trafficking. 
Mentions of #SavetheChil-
dren on Twitter began 
climbing in June and peak-
ed in August when the 
hashtag was used more 
than 800,000 times during 
the first week of that month, 
according to an analysis by 

the media intelligence firm 
Zignal Labs conducted for 
The Associated Press. 
The movement gained 
popularity as posts about 
QAnon spiked on Face-
book and Instagram this 
year, prompting millions of 
likes, shares and comments 
on the platforms, a sepa-
rate AP review of public so-
cial media posts found. 
While Trump has not made 
"Save the Children" part of 
his campaign, he has twice 
publicly praised QAnon's 
mission. Under his admin-
istration, however, federal 

prosecutors have less ag-
gressively prosecuted child 
sex trafficking cases. 
"I do know they are very 
much against pedophilia," 
Trump said during his tele-
vised town hall  this month, 
when asked about QAnon. 
"They fight it very hard."
As the movement's popu-
larity grows, Save the Chil-
dren — a century-old, Lon-
don-based humanitarian 
organization that aided 
144 million children world-
wide last year with a mis-
sion of ensuring kids grow 
up healthy, educated and 
safe — found its trade-
marked name coopted 
on social media. The char-
ity has repeatedly said it 
is not associated with the 
SavetheChildren hashtag 
used to spread conspiracy 
theories. The conspiracies 
also distort the reality of 
how people become vic-
tims of human trafficking, 
experts have said.
Washington-based Po-
laris, the nonprofit group 
that runs the National Hu-
man Trafficking hotline, 
created a myth-busting 
resource page on its web-
site focused on debunking 

some misinformation that 
surfaced from QAnon after 
receiving hundreds of calls 
about human trafficking 
conspiracy theories over 
the summer.
Some social media users 
have been introduced 
to QAnon through posts 
about child sex traffick-
ing that use #SavetheChil-
dren. Facebook and In-
stagram tried to squelch 
those QAnon recruitment 
efforts last month by direct-
ing people who search for 
#SavetheChildren to the 
official website for the hu-
manitarian organization.
But the connections 
among "Save the Children," 
QAnon, and Trump still per-
meate social media.
Instagram, Facebook and 
Twitter accounts regular-
ly use #SavetheChildren 
to promote memes and 
conspiracy theories about 
Democrats.
One such Instagram post 
that was liked nearly 12,000 
times includes pictures of 
former President Barack 
Obama, his wife Michelle, 
former President Bill Clinton 
and former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton. 
It asks: "How much would 
you pay-per-view to see 
the FBI raid their homes and 
take them out in handcuffs 
at 3 a.m."
A video viewed more than 
5,000 times on a QAnon 
account features images 
of Trump giving a thumbs 
up to the #SavetheChil-
dren and photos of abused 
women, with dramatic mu-
sic in the background.
Under the guise of benefit-
ing children, many of the 
posts seek to lure people 
into the QAnon conspiracy 
theory circle and encour-
age support for Trump, said 
Sophie Bjork-James, an 
anthropology professor at 
Vanderbilt University who 
studies the religious right 
and QAnon. 
The movement is particu-
larly attractive to con-
servative religious women, 
Bjork-James said. Her re-
search on small, evangeli-
cal churches in Colorado 
Springs more than a dec-
ade ago found that hu-
man trafficking was one 
of the few political causes 
the congregations organ-

ized around. "The core 
of QAnon is that Trump is 
the hero. It assembles a 
narrative to justify any of 
(Trump's) actions as valiant 
and heroic," she said.
Social media posts about 
QAnon and the "Save the 
Children" movement have 
also increased in Instagram 
communities focused on 
health, wellness and yoga 
that are popular with wom-
en, said Melanie Smith, 
the head of analysis for 
social media research firm 
Graphika. 
QAnon and "Save the Chil-
dren" have become such 
a force in the online yoga 
community that influenc-
ers including yoga teacher 
Seane Corn  posted letters 
on Instagram last month 
warning followers not to 
"be fooled" by slickly craft-
ed posts spreading misin-
formation about human 
trafficking. 
Smith has studied QAnon 
for two years and said the 
conspiracy theory reached 
new audiences in recent 
months through hashtags 
like #SavetheChildren. 
"The way in which people 
encounter QAnon, now, 
is through relatively main-
stream, non-absurd topics," 
Smith told the U.S. House In-
telligence Committee dur-
ing a hearing this month. 
"We're seeing a huge ex-
plosion in content around 
child sex trafficking and 
child exploitation through 
the Save the Children 
movement."
Vermillion hands out home-
made leaflets with statis-
tics and online resources 
for combatting child sex 
abuse. She said she avoids 
"Save the Children" Face-
book groups promoting 
misinformation, QAnon 
and white supremacy sym-
bols. But there was some 
QAnon support at her 
event. One woman held 
a sign reading, "Hollywood 
loves adrenochrome," a 
reference to a QAnon con-
spiracy theory claiming 
baselessly that celebrities 
traffic children to harvest 
adrenaline from their blood 
to create a drug. 
Vermillion insisted: "This 
rally today is not about 
Hollywood and drinking 
blood."q

A group holds signs rallying in support of the “Save the Children” 
movement, calling for an end to child trafficking Sept. 26, 2020, 
in Morris, Ill. 

Associated Press



U.S. NEWS A3
Thursday 29 OcTOber 2020

Judge says Texas mask mandate must extend to polling places
By PAUL J. WEBER 
Associated Press
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — A 
federal judge ruled that 
Texas' statewide mask 
mandate must include 
polling places, but elec-
tion officials Wednesday 
did not rush to enforce the 
order that was handed 
down after more than 8 
million people have al-
ready voted.
U.S. District Judge Jason 
Pulliam, who was appoint-
ed last year by President 
Donald Trump, said not 
requiring face coverings 
in Texas polling places cre-
ated a discriminatory bur-
den on Black and Latino 
voters who are at higher 
risk of death and severe ill-
ness from the coronavirus.
Texas is three weeks into 

early voting, but Pulliam 
said enforcing a mask or-
der would not be disrup-
tive. 
The ruling comes as CO-
VID-19 cases are flaring 
again in Texas, which on 
Tuesday reported more 
than 5,500 hospitalized 
patients with COVID-19 — 
a more than 70% increase 
since the beginning of Oc-
tober. Along the U.S. bor-
der with Mexico, a record 
surge in coronavirus cases 
is pushing hospitals to the 
brink in the twin cities of El 
Paso, Texas, and Ciudad 
Juarez, Mexico.
"Making polling sites sub-
ject to the statewide mask 
mandate will not dissuade 
citizens from voting due to 
disruption, but will provide 
the opportunity to vote to 

an otherwise burdened 
class," Pulliam wrote in his 
order Tuesday. 
Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton immediately 
appealed, and there was 
no indication elections 
administrators were acting 
on the order. In Houston, 
where more than 1 mil-
lion people alone have al-
ready voted, Harris County 
Clerk Chris Hollins said he 
applauded the court rul-
ing but expected it would 
be stayed by an appeals 
court. 
"Thus, to avoid confu-
sion, we will continue our 
policy of accommodat-
ing all voters, providing 
those who need it with 
protective equipment, 
and strongly encouraging 
all voters to wear masks at 

the polls," Hollins said. 
The lawsuit was filed by the 
Texas NAACP and Mi Fa-
milia Vota, a Latino rights 
group.
Texas has had a state-
wide mask mandate since 
July, but Republican Gov. 

Greg Abbott carved out 
an exception for polling 
places. Early voting ends 
Friday in Texas, which is al-
ready close to surpassing 
the nearly 9 million people 
who voted in 2016's gen-
eral election.q

Voters line up and wit to cast a ballot at the American Airlines 
Center during early voting Thursday, Oct. 15, 2020, in Dallas. 

Associated Press

Former DHS official says he wrote 'Anonymous' Trump critique
By KEVIN FREKING and ZEKE 
MILLER 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
former Trump administra-
tion official who penned a 
scathing anti-Trump op-ed 
and book under the pen 
name "Anonymous" re-
vealed himself Wednesday 
as a former chief of staff at 
the Department of Home-
land Security.
The official, Miles Taylor, 
said in a tweet six days be-
fore Election Day that Don-
ald Trump is "a man without 
character" and "it's time 
for everyone to step out of 
the shadows." Taylor has 
been an outspoken critic 
of Trump's in recent months 
and had repeatedly de-
nied he was the author of 
the column — even to col-
leagues at CNN, where 
he has a contributor con-
tract. He left the Trump 
administration in June and 
endorsed Democrat Joe 
Biden for president this sum-
mer. In a statement, White 
House press secretary Kay-
leigh McEnany called Tay-
lor a "low-level, disgruntled 
former staffer" who "is a liar 
and a coward who chose 
anonymity over action and 
leaking over leading."
"This is everything people 
hate about Washington — 
two-faced liars who push 

their own agendas at the 
expense of the People," she 
later tweeted. "This is the 
epitome of the swamp!"
White House chief of staff 
Mark Meadows called Tay-
lor's revelation "a monu-
mental embarrassment," 
tweeting, "I've seen more 
exciting reveals in Scooby-
Doo episodes."
Taylor's anonymous essay 
was published in Septem-
ber 2018 by The New York 

Times, infuriating the presi-
dent and setting off a fran-
tic White House leak inves-
tigation to try to unmask 
the author. In the essay, 
the person, who identified 
themselves only as a senior 
administration official, said 
they were part of a secret 
"resistance" force out to 
counter Trump's "misguided 
impulses" and undermine 
parts of his agenda.
The author wrote, "Many 

Trump appointees have 
vowed to do what we can 
to preserve our democratic 
institutions while thwarting 
Mr. Trump's more misguid-
ed impulses until he is out 
of office." The Times identi-
fied the author as a "senior 
official" in the administra-
tion and received some 
criticism online Wednesday 
for inflating Taylor's creden-
tials. The newspaper, which 
said it had granted Taylor 

anonymity because his job 
would be jeopardized if 
his identity was revealed, 
on Wednesday confirmed 
Taylor was the author be-
cause he has waived his 
right to confidentiality, and 
had no other comment.
The allegations incensed 
the president, bolstering his 
allegations about a "deep 
state" operating within his 
government and conspir-
ing against him. And it set 
off a Beltway guessing 
game that seeped into the 
White House, with current 
and former staffers trad-
ing calls and texts, trying to 
figure out who could have 
written the piece. 
Trump, who had long com-
plained about leaks in the 
White House, also ordered 
aides to unmask the writer, 
citing "national security" 
concerns to justify a possi-
ble Justice Department in-
vestigation. And he issued 
an extraordinary demand 
that the newspaper reveal 
the author.
Instead, the author pressed 
forward, penning a follow-
up book published last No-
vember called "A Warning" 
that continued to paint a 
disturbing picture of the 
president, describing him 
as volatile, incompetent 
and unfit to be command-
er in chief.q

This March 27, 2018, provided by the Department of Homeland Security, then-Secretary of 
Homeland Security Kirstjen Nielsen and then-Department of Homeland Security chief of staff Miles 
Taylor, right, meet with Honduran President Juan Hernandez, not pictured, and security ministers 
from the Northern Triangle countries in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 
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Road, logging restrictions to end in largest national forest

By BECKY BOHRER 
Associated Press
JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — The 
federal government an-
nounced plans Wednesday 
to lift restrictions on logging 
and building roads in a pris-
tine rainforest in Alaska that 
provides habitat for wolves, 
bears and salmon. Con-
servation groups vowed to 
fight the decision.
The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture said it has decided 
to exempt the Tongass Na-
tional Forest, the country's 

largest national forest, from 
the so-called roadless rule, 
protections that ban road 
construction and timber 
harvests with limited excep-
tions. It applies to nearly 
one-quarter of all U.S. For-
est Service lands.
The rule, dating to 2001, has 
long been a focus of litiga-
tion. 
Alaska in 2018, under then-
Gov. Bill Walker, asked the 
federal government to 
consider the exemption, a 
decision supported by cur-

rent Republican Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy. Members of 
Alaska's congressional del-
egation also have pushed 
for the exemption.
About 9.4 million of Ton-
gass' 16.7 million acres are 
considered roadless areas, 
according to the Forest Ser-
vice, which falls under the 
USDA. That number differs 
slightly from the 9.2 million 
acres the agency cited in 
its draft environmental re-
view last fall. The majority of 
Tongass is in a natural con-
dition, and the forest is one 
of the largest, relatively in-
tact temperate rainforests 
in the world, the agency 
said.
Many of the roadless areas 
are wildlife habitats, eco-
systems and natural areas 
like old-growth temperate 
rainforests, ice fields and 
glaciers, and islands facing 
the open Pacific Ocean 
"that exist nowhere else in 
the National Forest system," 
according to the Forest Ser-
vice.
The USDA, in a notice re-
leased Wednesday, said 

it concluded that a policy 
change for Tongass "can 
be made without major 
adverse impacts to the rec-
reation, tourism, and fishing 
industries, while providing 
benefits to the timber and 
mining industries, increas-
ing opportunities for com-
munity infrastructure, and 
eliminating unnecessary 
regulations."
In a separate statement, 
the USDA said the exemp-
tion itself doesn't authorize 
any specific work and that 
proposed projects still must 
comply with the forest's 
management plan and 
are subject to federal envi-
ronmental review.
U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski, an 
Alaska Republican, said on 
social media that a full ex-
emption from the roadless 
rule is about access "to rec-
reation, renewable energy 
and more while ensuring 
good stewardship of our 
lands and waters."
Conservation groups criti-
cized the decision as short-
sighted and driven by poli-
tics.

"The decision to roll back 
the roadless rule on the 
Tongass was made in spite 
of, not in support of, south-
east Alaskans and our com-
munities," said Meredith 
Trainor, executive director 
of the Southeast Alaska 
Conservation Council. "In 
making this decision, the 
Trump administration and 
the sham rulemaking pro-
cess they undertook in our 
region ignored economic 
realities, environmental im-
peratives, and worst of all, 
the will of the people who 
actually live here."
Randi Spivak, public lands 
director at the Center for 
Biological Diversity, referred 
to the forest's old-growth 
trees as giants.
"As sure as the sun rises in 
the east, with our allies, we 
will sue to keep these mag-
nificent giants standing for 
centuries to come," Spivak 
said.
An official notice of the 
change at Tongass is ex-
pected to be published 
in the Federal Register on 
Thursday.q

In this July 31, 2013, file photo, tourists visiting the Mendenhall 
Glacier in the Tongass National Forest are reflected in a pool of 
water as they make their way to Nugget Falls in Juneau, Alaska. 
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ICE settles lawsuit filed by immigrant activists in Vermont
By LISA RATHKE 
Associated Press
BURLINGTON, Vt. (AP) — 
The federal government 
has agreed not to deport 
three immigrant activists 
in Vermont who sued two 
years after they were ar-
rested, saying they were 
targeted in retaliation for 
their activism, accord-
ing to the settlement filed 
Wednesday in U.S. District 
Court in Vermont. 
As part of the settlement 
in the lawsuit against U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement and the De-
partment of Homeland 
Security, ICE will also pay 
$100,000 to be split among 
the three plaintiffs.
"ICE tried to terrorize us by 
going after our leaders," 
said plaintiff Victor Diaz, 
a member of Migrant Jus-
tice, an advocacy group 
representing immigrant 
farmworkers in Vermont, at 
a rally outside the federal 
courthouse on Wednes-
day. He spoke in Spanish as 
a translator interpreted. 
"They tried to divide us by 

going after our organiza-
tion. They tried to silence us, 
but with this settlement we 
are saying that we will not 
be silenced," he to cheers 
among the crowd blocking 
part of a downtown street. 

An email was sent to ICE 
seeking comment. 
During the rally, a driver who 
wanted to drive through 
the street blocked by ac-
tivists holding signs yelled 
at them to get out of the 

way, pulled out a machete 
and from the driver's seat 
banged it on hood of his 
vehicle. Leaders urged ac-
tivists to get out of the way 
and let the vehicle pass as 
he zoomed through. 

Afterward, Thelma Go-
mez, of Migrant Justice, 
said what happened was 
a clear example of what 
happens when the peo-
ple rise up to defend their 
rights.  "Not everybody's 
going to like it, but we can't 
be scared and we can't re-
treat," she said through an 
interpreter.
Burlington police arrived a 
short time later, and an of-
ficer talked with an activist. 
Police said later that no-
body was willing to make a 
statement about what they 
observed. 
One of the three plaintiffs, 
Zully Palacios Rodriguez, 
said when the lawsuit was 
filed that she and a fellow 
Migrant Justice member 
were arrested by armed 
undercover agents as they 
were leaving the group's 
office in Burlington in 2017. 
Before the arrest, she said, 
ICE tried to enter her email 
account and used a confi-
dential informant to spy on 
the group's members and 
gather information about 
them.q

Enrique Balcazar, left, Zully Palacios Rodriguez, center, and Victor Diaz, right, of the group Migrant 
Justice, poses outside the federal courthouse on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020, in Burlington, Vt. 
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Pompeo brings anti-China roadshow to Indian Ocean islands
By MATTHEW LEE 
AP Diplomatic Writer
MALE, Maldives (AP) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo on Wednesday 
brought the Trump admin-
istration's anti-China cam-
paign to two Indian Ocean 
island nations considered 
particularly at risk for what 
American officials allege 
is Chinese exploitation. In 
one significant step, Pom-
peo announced that the 
United States would for the 
first time open an embassy 
in the Maldives.
Pompeo visited Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives to press 
the two countries to be on 
guard against potential 
predatory lending and in-
vestment by China. He was 
making the case less than 
a week before the Ameri-
can election in which Presi-
dent Donald Trump is seek-
ing to paint his rival, former 
Vice President Joe Biden, 
as weak on China and be-
holden to it.
Even before Pompeo ar-
rived, China had fired back 
at the U.S. message, accus-
ing Washington of bullying 
smaller nations. Pompeo, 
who will also visit Indonesia, 
pressed each country to 
push back against increas-
ing Chinese assertiveness in 
the Indo-Pacific.
U.S. officials complain that 
development and infra-
structure projects benefit 
China more than the pre-
sumed recipients — a re-
frain Pompeo repeated 
with Sri Lankan Foreign Min-
ister Dinesh Gunawardena. 
Pompeo said the country 
could be "a beacon" for 
freedom and democracy 
in the region as long as it re-
tained its "full sovereignty."
"That is quite a contrast to 
what China seeks," Pompeo 
said. "The Chinese Commu-
nist Party is a predator. The 
United States comes in a 
different way. We come as 
a friend and a partner."
President Gotabhaya Raja-
paksa told Pompeo that he 
is not ready to compromise 
his country's sovereignty in 
relations with other nations, 
the president's office said.
He defended Chinese-
funded projects, saying Bei-
jing has helped develop his 
country's infrastructure and 
that Sri Lanka has not been 

caught in a "debt trap" as a 
result, it said.

Gunawardena also ap-
peared unwilling to get 
involved in the spat with 
China, and said Sri Lanka is 
willing to cooperate with all 
friendly countries.
"Sri Lanka is a neutral, non-
aligned country commit-
ted to peace," he said. 
"We hope to continue in 
our relations with the Unit-
ed States and with other 
parties." Earlier this month, 
Beijing announced that it 
would provide Sri Lanka 
with a $90 million grant to 
help rural development, af-
ter Rajapaksa sought help 
from a visiting Chinese del-
egation in disproving a per-
ception that China-funded 
megaprojects are "debt 
traps." Similarly, the Mal-
dives, a tiny archipelago 
nation in the Indian Ocean 
known for its luxury tour-
ist resorts, is facing major 
debt of more than $1 billion 
for Chinese infrastructure 
projects. President Ibrahim 
Mohamed Solih has ex-
pressed concern about the 
amount.
In a nod to U.S. concerns 
about Chinese influence, 
Pompeo announced that 
the U.S. would open an 
embassy in the Maldives 
for the first time since the 
countries established diplo-
matic relations in 1966.

Cooperation between the 
U.S. and the Maldives has 

"taken on new importance 
as the Chinese Communist 
Party continues its lawless 
and threatening behavior," 
Pompeo said. He accused 
China of encroaching into 
sovereign economic zones, 
"trashing the environment" 
and massive Illegal fishing. 
"America is different," he 
said. "We respect sover-
eignty."
The Maldives' foreign minis-
ter, Abdulla Shahid, made 
no mention of China by 
name but said his country 
needs "more flexibility" in in-
ternational debt relief and 
urgent international con-
sensus on climate change, 
which he called an existen-
tial threat to his nation. He 
also said that security in the 
Indo-Pacific depends on 
strengthened cooperation 
between the Maldives and 
the United States.
China considers Sri Lanka 
and, to a lesser extent, the 
Maldives to be a critical 
link in its massive "Belt and 
Road" global infrastructure 
building initiative and has 
provided billions of dollars 
in loans for projects over the 
past decade. The projects 
include a seaport, airport, 
port city, highways and 
power stations in Sri Lanka 
and roads and bridges in 
the Maldives.

Critics like the U.S. say that 
the Chinese-funded proj-

ects are not financially vi-
able, and that Sri Lanka 
and the Maldives will face 
difficulties in repaying the 
loans.  In 2017, Sri Lanka 
leased out a Chinese-built 
port located near busy 
shipping routes to a Chi-
nese company for 99 years 
to recover from the heavy 
burden of repaying the 
Chinese loan the country 
received to build it.  Re-
sponding to Pompeo's re-
marks in Sri Lanka, Chinese 
foreign ministry spokesper-
son Wang Wenbin said the 
secretary of state's true in-
tention was to "let China 
fall back to an era of pov-
erty and undevelopment, 
and let the world fall into 
the abyss of confrontation 
and division." 
"This is just the biggest 
threat facing the world to-
day. But regrettably, Pom-
peo was born in the wrong 
time. The trend of peace, 
development, coopera-
tion and win-win in this era 
is irresistible," Wang told re-
porters at a daily briefing 
on Wednesday. 
China will "continue to work 
with Sri Lanka to unswerv-
ingly expand the strategic 
cooperation and part-
nership between the two 
countries, benefit the two 
peoples and make our own 

contributions to regional 
peace and stability," Wang 
said. The U.S.-China tug-of-
war plays out against con-
cerns that the Sri Lankan 
government is backsliding 
on democratic reforms. 
Last week, Parliament by a 
large majority approved a 
constitutional amendment 
concentrating powers un-
der Rajapaksa and revers-
ing efforts a previous gov-
ernment had made to curb 
authoritarianism. 
With the change, Rajapak-
sa will be able to hold minis-
tries, as well as appoint and 
sack ministers. He will also 
be the appointing authority 
of the elections, public ser-
vice, police, human rights, 
bribery or corruption inves-
tigation commissions.
In his meeting with Ra-
japaska, Pompeo "stressed 
the importance of strength-
ening democratic gov-
ernance, human rights 
protections, and of funda-
mental freedoms to ensure 
long-term stability and pros-
perity," the State Depart-
ment said in a statement.
Sri Lanka has been ruled 
under a powerful execu-
tive presidential system 
since 1978, but a reform-
ist government in 2015 
clipped much of the presi-
dent's powers and gave 
them over to Parliament 
and independent com-
missions, saying successive 
presidents had been more 
authoritarian. 
Pompeo arrived in Sri Lan-
ka late Tuesday from India, 
where he and Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper had 
stepped up the Trump ad-
ministration's anti-China 
message by playing on In-
dian suspicions about the 
Chinese to shore up a re-
gional front against Beijing 
in the Indo-Pacific.
Just hours before the meet-
ings in New Delhi began, 
the Trump administration 
notified Congress of plans 
for a $2.37 billion sale of 
Harpoon missile systems to 
Taiwan — the second ma-
jor arms sale in two weeks 
to the democratic island 
that Beijing regards as a 
renegade province. Chi-
na angrily reacted to the 
first sale by announcing 
sanctions on U.S. defense 
contractors.q

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo greets the gathering before his meeting with Sri Lankan 
President Gotabaya Rajapksa, right, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020.
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U.S., Israel extend science accords into West Bank settlements

JERUSALEM (AP) — The 
United States and Israel 
amended a series of sci-

entific cooperation agree-
ments on Wednesday to 
include Israeli institutions in 

the West Bank, a step that 
further blurs the status of 
settlements widely consid-
ered illegal under interna-
tional law.
Until now, three U.S.-Israe-
li science cooperation 
agreements excluded proj-
ects in areas captured by 
Israel in the 1967 Mideast 
war — including the West 
Bank, east Jerusalem and 
the Golan Heights. 
Israeli and American of-
ficials signed protocols 
amending the Binational 
Industrial Research and De-
velopment Foundation, the 
Binational Science Founda-
tion, and Binational Agricul-
tural Research and Devel-
opment Foundation at a 
ceremony in the West Bank 
settlement of Ariel. 

Israel captured the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem in 
the 1967 Mideast war, and 
in the decades since have 
built dozens of settlements 
that are now home to some 
500,000 Israelis. The Pales-
tinians seek the West Bank 
and east Jerusalem as part 
of a future independent 
state. Most of the interna-
tional community considers 
Israeli settlements illegal un-
der international law and 
supports the establishment 
of a Palestinian state based 
on the 1967 boundaries.
Breaking with decades of 
American policy, the Trump 
administration recognized 
Jerusalem as Israel's capital 
and moved the U.S. Embas-
sy there. It also recognized 
Israeli sovereignty in the 

Golan Heights, which was 
captured from Syria in the 
1967 war. In another rever-
sal, the administration also 
said the U.S. does not con-
sider settlements illegal.
In a statement, the U.S. 
Embassy in Israel said that 
"these geographic restric-
tions are no longer consis-
tent with U.S. policy," and 
that updating the agree-
ments to remove them "fur-
ther strengthens the special 
bilateral relationship" be-
tween the two countries. 
"This geographic restriction 
within the three agree-
ments was an anachro-
nism, it had no place within 
our evolving region," U.S. 
Ambassador to Israel Da-
vid Friedman said at a cer-
emony at Ariel University.q

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, second right, and 
U.S. Ambassador to Israel David Friedman, second left, attend 
a ceremony to sign amendments to a series of scientific 
cooperation agreements, at Ariel University, in the West Bank 
settlement of Ariel, Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020. 

Associated Press

Spain: judge probes Catalan separatism links with Russia
By JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 
— A judge in Barcelona is 
probing possible links be-
tween some of the pro-
moters of Catalonia's 2017 
attempt to declare inde-
pendence from the rest of 
Spain with an alleged mis-
information campaign and 
overall effort to destabilize 
Europe that Spanish investi-
gators link to Russia.
The probe authorized by 
judge Joaquín Aguirre led 
on Wednesday to the arrest 
of 21 suspects on suspicions 
of corruption and promot-
ing public disorder. Aguirre 
partly based the probe on 
police evidence that pur-
ported Russian agents al-
legedly offered to provide 
military aid to Catalan sep-
aratists at the height of their 
failed secession bid in 2017.
On the recording, one of 
the detainees mentions an 
offer by the alleged Russian 
agents to provide former 
Catalan president Carles 
Puigdemont with 10,000 
soldiers, apparently to help 
in a theoretical armed con-
flict with Spanish authori-
ties. The court document 
provided no indication that 
the offer was ever consid-
ered by Puigdemont, nor 
does it provide additional 
evidence that the offer was 
even genuine, or feasible.
The Catalan separatist 

movement has always pro-
claimed non-violent beliefs, 
even though last year there 
were violent clashes with 
police after several top 
leaders were sentenced to 
prison for their roles in the 
2017 breakaway bid. 
Besides the putative mili-
tary aid, the probe also tar-
gets the alleged misuse of 
public funds for the sepa-
ratist movement in Spain as 
well as the allegedly active 
role of Russian-backed dis-
information campaigns to 
discredit Spain.
"Russian interference as a 

geopolitical strategy was a 
fact during the fall of 2017 
when (the Russians) spread 
fake news and disinforma-
tion," the judge said, citing 
online items backing the 
Catalan separatists spread 
by Russian news platforms. 
The Spanish government 
had accused Russia in 2017 
of meddling in the Catalan 
conflict, a charge that Rus-
sian officials denied then. 
There was no immediate 
reaction from Russian of-
ficials Wednesday about 
the probe authorized by 
Aguirre. 

Spain's interior ministry said 
the individuals arrested on 
Wednesday were being 
investigated for alleged 
embezzlement and mon-
ey laundering. Investiga-
tions revealed that money 
intended for Barcelona's 
provincial government and 
a regional entity for pro-
moting sports teams had 
been diverted illegally, the 
ministry said.  Josep Lluís 
Alay, a close collaborator 
of Puigdemont who runs an 
office of the ex-leader in 
Barcelona, was one of the 
detained. Others included 

David Madi and Oriol Ven-
drell, two former politicians 
for Catalonia's major sepa-
ratist parties.  Puigdemont 
said on Twitter that Alay 
and the others "must be im-
mediately release(d). Act-
ing against political dissi-
dents is a huge violation of 
fundamental rights."
After the breakaway bid 
collapsed, Puigdemont fled 
Spain to Brussels, where he 
has campaigned to raise 
support for his cause inter-
nationally. Puigdemont is 
currently a European Par-
liament member.
Another detainee, Oriol 
Soler, is a publisher who is 
considered one of the top 
strategists of the separat-
ist movement. He is being 
investigated for allegedly 
meeting with Wikileaks 
founder Julian Assange 
and with Russian contacts 
to promote the separatist 
cause and discredit Spain 
internationally. 
The court document said 
the alleged meeting be-
tween Soler and Assange 
in Sept. 2017 "falls within 
the strategy of misinforma-
tion and destabilization in 
which the Kremlin has also 
participated as part of its 
general narrative that the 
European Union is on the 
brink of collapse, the prin-
cipal message of the news 
outlets controlled by the 
Kremlin." q

Demonstrators holding placards reading in Catalan "stop repression, Independence" take part in 
a protest to condemn a police raid on Catalan separatists in Barcelona, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 
28, 2020. 

Associated Press
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Nigeria's army admits its soldiers were 
at Lagos shootings
By SAM OLUKOYA 
Associated Press
LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — Ni-
geria's army has admitted 
its soldiers were deployed 
at the Lekki Toll Plaza in 
Lagos where live rounds 
were fired last week, killing 
several peaceful protesters 
prompting global outrage.
At least 10 protesters were 
killed in the Lekki plaza 
shooting on Oct. 20, ac-
cording to Amnesty Inter-
national, which charged 
Wednesday that army 
troops opened fire on pro-
testers without provoca-
tion. 
The army had previously 
maintained that its troops 
were not at the site of the 
shooting, but Tuesday night 
a military spokesman, Maj. 
Osoba Olaniyi, reversed 
that position, saying sol-
diers had been deployed 
there to enforce a curfew. 
However, he denied that 

the troops shot at the pro-
testers.
The military's admission of 
its presence at the plaza 
came after Lagos State 
governor Babajide Sanwo-
Olu said security camera 
footage showed Nigerian 
soldiers firing at the peace-
ful protesters at Lekki plaza.
Olaniyi said soldiers were 

deployed on orders from 
the Lagos state govern-
ment, but the governor 
has said the state has no 
authority over the national 
army. Many Nigerians ques-
tion why the soldiers were 
deployed at the peaceful 
protest, in which thousands 
had gathered at the Lekki 
plaza.q

In this Wednesday Oct. 21, 2020 file photo, police officers detain 
a protester at the Lekki toll gate in Lagos, Nigeria. 

Associated Press

Cubans fret as U.S. sanctions threaten Western Union closures
By ANDREA RODRÍGUEZ 
Associated Press
HAVANA (AP) — More than 
400 Western Union offices 
that Cubans heavily rely 
on for remittances sent by 
family abroad are in dan-
ger of closing amid a grow-
ing number of sanctions 
the U.S. government has 
placed on the island.
Cuba's government said 
all 407 offices could close 
by late November, a move 
that would potentially af-
fect millions of people who 
depend on money sent by 
relatives for daily expenses 
if no alternatives are found.
"I invite the president to live 
here in Cuba for one day 
without the family remit-
tances we receive from 
Western Union, just for one 
day," homemaker Karina 
Hidalgo said in reference 
to U.S. President Donald 
Trump as she waited in line 
with her daughter Wednes-
day to pick up the $70 her 
husband in Miami sends 
monthly. The potential clo-
sures stem from a recent 
U.S. sanction that prohibits 
Cuban government agen-
cy Fincimex from handling 
such financial transac-

tions. Fincimex, which co-
ordinates remittances via 
Western Union and other 
entities, has ties to Gaesa, 
a military-run company 
that has far-reaching eco-
nomic interests through-
out the island. The sanc-
tion aims to deny income 
to any company linked to 

Cuba's military, and comes 
as the pandemic crushes 
the earnings of hundreds of 
thousands of residents who 
rely on tourism.Fincimex 
criticized the sanction in a 
Facebook post late Tues-
day.
"To do so in the midst of a 
pandemic underscores 

the cynicism, contempt 
for the Cuban people and 
the opportunism of the U.S. 
government," the compa-
ny stated. The sanction is 
one of several imposed by 
Trump as he courts Cuban-
American voters in Florida 
ahead of the election. 
Last week, U.S. Secretary 

of State Mike Pompeo said 
the goal was to cut the flow 
of money to Cuba's mili-
tary, which he accused of 
supporting Venezuela and 
systematically violating hu-
man rights. 
Overall, Cuba's govern-
ment says it has lost nearly 
$5.6 billion in one year as a 
result of the sanctions.
"Politics aside, I ask that 
they think of the people," 
said Daynela Pupo, who is 
renting her home to make 
up for the drop in tourism 
revenue.
Experts estimate that up to 
$3.5 billion in remittances 
are sent yearly to Cuba 
on average, an important 
source of income for many 
who rely on the cash to pay 
for food and services, as 
well as to finance private 
business. In a statement 
that Western Union sent to 
The Associated Press, it said 
it would explore ways to 
keep operating while com-
plying with the new rules 
and regulations. Their of-
fices in Cuba remain open 
for now, and the company 
said it would provide ad-
ditional information once it 
formalizes new plans. q

In this June 12, 2020 file photo, people stand outside a Western Union in the Vedado neighborhood 
of Havana, Cuba. 

Associated Press
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Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort Aruba:
First hotel in world to win Global United Nations 2020 Climate 
Neutral Now Award
UN signals world hospitality plays significant role in combatting climate change

EAGLE BEACH —  The Caribbean’s 
most eco-certified hotel is now set-
ting the world  standard as Bucuti 
& Tara Beach Resort in Aruba is the 
first-ever hotel in the world to win 
the prestigious Global United Na-
tions 2020 Climate Action Award 
for Climate Neutral Now. The Unit-
ed Nations made the announce-
ment 9 a.m. CET at the UNFCCC 
secretariat (UN Climate Change) 
in Bonn, Germany.

For the first time in the award’s his-
tory, a hotel is a winner. Past re-
cipients include global giants and 
household names such as Apple 
and Infosys and projects backed 
by major banks. With Bucuti & Tara 
as the first hotel, the UN is signaling 
to the world the significantly posi-
tive affect every member of the 
hospitality sector – more than 10% 
of the world’s GDP – can and must 
have to combat climate change. 

The UN’s Momentum for Change 
program is a highlight of the annu-
al United Nations Climate Change 
Conference. This year is the 10th 
anniversary of the awards and 510 
organizations and business world-
wide answered the call for submis-
sions.

Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, Aruba: 
Excelling Beyond Carbon Neutral-
ity is the winning case study sub-
mission. At just 104 rooms, indepen-

dently owned Bucuti & Tara is not a 
stereotypical chain resort backed 
by corporate finances. On its own, 
Bucuti & Tara researched, sought 
and implemented sustainability 
initiatives that can be easily repli-
cable and scalable, which drew 
the UN to the resort’s success. Due 
to this, Bucuti & Tara will also serve 
as a Lighthouse Activity among the 
UN’s collection of inspiring, action-
oriented resources the organiza-
tion invites others to reference for 
their own sustainability journeys.

“I congratulate the winners of the 
2020 UN Global Climate Action 
Awards, who provide tangible 
proof that climate action is un-
der way around the world,” said 
UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres. “It is exciting to see these 
climate solutions, which reinforce 
my call for decisive leadership on 
climate change by governments, 
businesses and cities, and for a 
green recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic. Let us keep pressing 
ahead to build a more sustainable 
and equitable future for all.”

“The last eight months have been 
a nightmare for many through-
out the world,” said UN Climate 
Change Executive Secretary Pa-
tricia Espinosa. “COVID-19 has al-
tered lives, economies and the 
nature of business on every conti-
nent—from the largest cities to the 

smallest villages. It is the most ur-
gent threat facing humanity today, 
but we cannot forget that climate 
change is the biggest threat facing 
humanity over the long term.” “The 
convergence of these two crises 
has opened a window of opportu-
nity to build forward—to build cit-
ies and communities that are safe, 
healthy, green and sustainable,” 
Ms. Espinosa added. “Nothing ex-
emplifies this better than the efforts 
of our 2020 award-winning activi-
ties to address climate change.”

Sustainability is not an add-on
“We are not in the tourism business; 
we are in the nature business.” 
Bucuti & Tara Owner/CEO Ewald 
Biemans often shares this perspec-
tive whether he is talking with in-
dustry colleagues or speaking from 
a world stage. It is this difference 
in mindset combined with passion 
and the relentless pursuit of pro-
viding a well-rounded, high-quali-
ty vacation that has led Bucuti & 
Tara to be Tripadvisor’s No. 1 Hotel 
in the Caribbean while simultane-
ously being the Caribbean’s most 
eco-certified, and first and only 
carbon-neutral resort. 

From the first step, to the world 
stage
While Bucuti & Tara is on the largest 
swathe of Eagle Beach, with sea 
level rise predictions, the turquoise 
waters could be lapping at the 
resort’s backdoors in 20-30 years. 
Ewald is known to soberly say, “If 
we do not stop global warming, 
guests will need snorkels to see our 
world-famous beach!”
Having lived in Aruba the past 
50 years, Austrian-born Biemans 
opened Bucuti in 1987. He soon no-
ticed construction cranes touching 
the skyline further down the pow-
dery white sand beach and grew 
concerned about the small island’s 
natural resources. As Aruba quickly 
grew into an international vaca-
tion spot (today, 90% of its GDP is 
from tourism), Biemans knew the 
vacation experience had to be 
in harmony with the planet, oth-
erwise, the small island would be 
ruined. He looked within his own 

property and rallied the communi-
ty and actively engaged with the 
government. 

He busied himself, just as he still 
does, with researching and imple-
menting forward-thinking initia-
tives. In a “think globally, act lo-
cally” approach, a key driver for 
Ewald was the 1992 Earth Summit 
in Rio. With Agenda 21 being ad-
opted by more than 170 heads of 
state worldwide, momentum was 
afoot. Years of initiatives followed 
and with the sustainability suc-
cess came invitations to share with 
others how to achieve the same. 
Fast-forward to 2019 and Biemans 
was accepting the World Travel 
& Tourism Council’s Tourism for To-
morrow Climate Action Award. At 
the WTTC Global Summit, keynot-
ed by former U.S. President Barack 
Obama, Biemans was asked to 
present “The Path to Carbon Neu-
trality/Net Zero” so the world could 
learn.

At the adults-only enclave, three 
cornerstones prevail: romance, 
wellness and sustainability. Each 
day guests hail from one of 25 
countries worldwide and the re-
sort hums at 97%+ occupancy 
year-round. Bucuti & Tara proves a 
memorable vacation and sustain-
ability are mutually inclusive.

Relatability: scalable, replicable 
initiatives
Like every sustainability journey, 
Bucuti’s earliest days included its 
tangible first step. A German guest 
was bewildered that Bucuti was 
pouring cans and bottles of beer 
into disposable plastic cups. That 
left a significant impression and 
shortly after, Bucuti began with 
banning single-use plastic and Sty-
rofoam, long before it was ever dis-
cussed in mainstream media.

Continued on Page 9
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Continued from Page 8

Soon, every resort project 
was more carefully viewed, 
and a full-time sustainability 
& certifications manager 
was added to the staff. Bie-
mans soon sought eco-cer-
tifications viewing them as 
a management structure 
providing the framework of 
the platform to build and 
grow a successful program 
that continues providing 
a safe setting for guests 
and staff while protecting 
the environment for gen-
erations to come. Over the 
years, the resort has earned 
certifications for LEED Gold, 
ISO 14001 and 9001, Trav-
elife Gold, Green Globe 
Platinum with this year mar-
keting the first perfect score 
in Green Globe’s history. 

Achieving climate neutrali-
ty required a careful exami-
nation of every standard 
operating procedure at 
the resort, both direct and 
indirect for emissions such 
as energy smart appliances 
to business travel. While the 

resort is home to the largest 
solar panel project in the 
island’s private sector, cli-
mate neutrality required far 
beyond the obvious such 
as fossil-fuel dependency. 
Some aspects include:
•	 Gifting	 every	 guest	
with a refillable water can-
teen, which avoids the po-
tential of 290,000 single-use 
plastic water bottles being 
destined for Aruba’s landfill
•	 Gray	 water	 is	 sani-
tized and used for irrigation
•	 Healthy	 Portions	
sensibly sized meals re-
duced plated food waste 
by 30%
•	 Eco-fitness	 tread-
mills and bicycles let guests 
burn calories while simul-
taneously generating kilo-
watts that are sent directly 
to the resort’s power grid
•	 Streamlined	 pro-
curement and transporta-
tion reduce unnecessary 
shipments and local pur-
chasing is key
•	 Staff	 are	 incentiv-
ized to take public trans-
portation or carpool
•	 Ozone-based	 laun-

dry equipment requires 
shorter cycles to wash, less 
water and les hot water
•	 In-room	 energy	
management system and 
sensors. Triggered by mo-
tion and doors to regulate 
energy consumption and 
limit temperature range. 
Average savings: 32-38%.
•	 Waste	 diversions.	
62% diverted from landfill by 
donating all food waste to 
pig farmers, recycling glass 
and cardboard, repurpos-
ing/donating linen/towels.

•	 Sustainable	cooling	
system. Variable Refriger-
ant Flow A/C installed al-
lowing system use only as 
needed.
In August 2018, it became 
the Caribbean’s first car-
bon-neutral hotel and re-
mains the only one to this 
day. The resort does not 
see this as crossing the fin-
ish line, rather the very day 
after it was certified carbon 
neutral, it began its pursuit 
of carbon negative. 

Achieving climate neutral-
ity and journeying beyond
Bucuti & Tara’s sustainabil-
ity success is one Biemans 
openly invites others to use 
as a resource. The property 
routinely hosts professors, 
students and researchers 
just as easily as foreign dig-
nitaries and industry associ-
ates seeking knowledge for 
implementing eco-friendly 
initiatives. 

Continued on Page 10

Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort Aruba
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The Aruba Tourism Authority publishes its 2021 Tourism 
Recovery Marketing Plan
ORANJESTAD — The Aruba Tourism 
Authority (ATA) recently published 
its Corporate Plan for 2021 entitled 
Tourism Recovery Marketing Plan.

The plan is divided into five sec-
tions: 
•	 A	description	of	 the	evolu-
tion	of	Aruba’s	tourism	sector	with	
reference	to	past	crises.
•	 A	 set	 of	 Tourism	 Recovery	

Scenarios	for	both	2020	and	2021.
•	 The	 proposed	 strategic	 di-
rection	for	2021.
•	 A	 marketing	 and	 promo-
tional	plan	for	2021.
•	 A	destination	development	
plan	 focusing	 on	 servicing	 a	 high	
value,	 low	 impact	 tourism	 growth	
model.
The	 ATA	 offers	 three	 scenarios	 for	
the	volume	of	stopover	arrivals	for	

calendar	year	2020.		
Aruba	 received	 1,118,944	 stop-
overs	in	2019.
•	 Optimistic	 –	 434,000	 stop-
overs,	 down	 61%	 compared	 to	
2019.
•	 Conservative	 –	 374,000	
stopovers,	down	67%	compared	to	
2019.
•	 Worst-case	 –	 224,000	 stop-
overs,	 down	 80%	 compared	 with	
2019.
Through	 the	 end	 of	 September	
2020	 Aruba	 has	 seen	 the	 volume	
of	stopovers	fall	by	68%	compared	
with	 the	 first	 nine	months	 of	 2019.	
The	ATA	 then	offers	 three	 scenari-
os	for	stopover	traffic	for	calendar	
year	2021.
•	 Optimistic	 –	 658,184	 stop-
overs,	 down	 41%	 compared	 to	
2019.
•	 Cautiously	 Optimistic	 –	
611,555	stopovers,	down	45%	com-
pared	to	2019.
•	 Conservative	 –	 515,190	
stopovers,	down	54%	compared	to	
2019.
The	 core	 of	 the	 plan	 is	 to	 target	
the	North	American	market	which	
is	projected	to	comprise	87%	of	all	
stopover	 arrivals	 in	 2021.	 The	 ATA	
indicates	that	its	recovery	goals	for	
2021	are:
•	 Recover	stopover	visitor	ar-
rivals	 to	between	45%	-	60%	when	
compared	to	2019.
•	 Recover	tourism	credits	(ex-
penditures)	 to	 between	 45%	 and	
60%	when	compared	to	2019.

•	 Recover	the	average	daily	
room	rates	of	the	commercial	ac-
commodation	sector	to	75%	of	the	
rates	achieved	in	2019.
•	 Recover	 cruise	 visitor	 ar-
rivals	 to	between	45%	-	67%	when	
compared	to	2019.	
In	 2019	 Aruba	 received	 832,001	
cruise	 visitors.	 The	ATA’s	 funding	 is	
derived	 from	 the	 hotel	 room	 tax	
and	from	a	levy	on	arriving	air	pas-
sengers.	With	the	dramatic	decline	
in	both	air	arrivals	and	hotel	 stays	
seen	 in	 2020	 the	ATA’s	 income	 is,	
and	 will	 continue	 to	 be,	 substan-
tially	 less	 than	 it	 received	 in	 2019.	
Consequently,	 the	ATA	states	 that	
the	successful	implementation	of	its	
2021	marketing	plan	 is	contingent	
upon	 additional	 funds	 being	 pro-
vided	to	the	ATA	for	marketing	pur-
poses	 and	 further	 states	 that	with	
the	 additional	 funding,	 the	 North	
American	 market	 is	 projected	 to	
recover	 by60%	 when	 compared	
to	 2019	 visitor	 arrivals.	 However,	
without	 the	 funding,	 the	 recovery	
would	 only	 reach	 a	 recovery	 of	
51%	of	the	total	achieved	by	North	
America	in	2019.
Equally,	 in	 the	 event	 additional	
funding	 is	 not	made	available	 for	
2021,	 the	 budgets	 for	 the	 Latin	
American	and	the	European	mar-
kets	 will	 be	 further	 reduced	 to	 a	
bare	minimum,	so	as	to	safeguard	
funding	for	North	America,	and	for	
airlift	endeavors.	q

Source: tourismanalytics.com

Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort Aruba
Continued from Page 9

Every	 staff	member	 is	 trained	and	part	 of	 the	
resort’s	 green	 operations,	 every	 vendor	 must	
comply,	 and	 each	 guest	 is	 invited	 to	 partici-
pate.	Even	with	 the	current	pandemic,	Bucuti	
&	 Tara’s	 sustainable	 standard	 operating	 pro-
cedures	 put	 it	 ahead	of	 others	 in	 testing	and	
implementing	a	hospital-grade,	high-tech	CO-
VID-19	safety	protocol	that	is	as	safe	for	guests	
and	staff	as	it	is	the	planet.	
“I	am	deeply	grateful	Bucuti	&	Tara	Beach	Re-

sort	 is	the	recipient	of	a	Global	United	Nations	
2020	Climate	Action	Award	for	Climate	Neutral	
Now,”	 shares	 Ewald	 Biemans,	 owner/CEO	 of	
Bucuti	&	Tara	Beach	Resort.	“I	invite	every	hospi-
tality	industry	colleague	to	use	us	as	a	resource	
to	start	somewhere	and	make	sustainability	an	
equal	part	of	your	operations.	I	guarantee	de-
livering	a	memorable	vacation	and	sustainabil-
ity	can	be	–	and	must	be	–	mutually	inclusive.”

Upcoming Ceremony
Due	to	COVID-19,	 the	UN’s	 internationally	 rec-

ognized,	 annual	 Climate	 Change	 Confer-
ence	will	 feature	virtual	events	 for	2021	at	 the	
UNFCCC	 Climate	 Change	 Dialogues,	 taking	
place	Nov.	23	–	Dec.	4,	2020.	Bucuti	&	Tara	will	
be	recognized	in-person	at	the	2021	United	Na-
tions	Climate	Change	Conference,	also	known	
as	 COP26,	 is	 the	 26th	 United	 Nations	 Climate	
Change	Conference.	It	is	scheduled	to	be	held	
in	 Glasgow,	 Scotland	 from	 November	 1-12,	
2021.

To	learn	more,	visit	Bucuti.com.q
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Blowout U.S. economic growth in summer is already fading
By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Americans may feel whip-
lashed by a report Thursday 
on the economy's growth 
this summer, when an ex-
plosive rebound followed 
an epic collapse. 
The government will likely 
estimate that the economy 
grew faster on an annual-
ized basis last quarter than 
in any such period since 
record-keeping began in 
1947.
Just be forewarned: The siz-
zling pace won't last. 
The economy is weaken-
ing and facing renewed 
threats. Confirmed viral 
cases are surging. Hiring 
has sagged. Government 
stimulus has run out. And 
even last quarter's outsize 
growth will leave the econ-
omy far below its level be-
fore the pandemic struck in 
March. "The strength of this 
figure is an optical illusion," 
Nancy Vanden Houten, an 
economist at Oxford Eco-
nomics, wrote in a research 
note. "Growth has since 
slowed, and we expect 
markedly weaker activity" 
in the October-December 
quarter and beyond
In the last major report on 
the U.S. economy before 
Election Day, economists 
have forecast that growth 
in the July-September 
quarter soared to a 31% 
annual rate, according to 
data provider FactSet. That 
would follow a plunge of 
31.4% in the April-June peri-
od — by far the worst quar-
terly drop ever — when the 
eruption of the coronavi-
rus closed businesses and 
threw tens of millions out of 
work.
If the analysts' outlook 
proves roughly accurate, 
the economy, as of last 
quarter, will have recov-
ered only a bit more than 
two-thirds of the output it 
lost to the pandemic reces-
sion. The economy shrank 
at a 5% annual rate in the 
first three months of the 
year.
Mathematically, a bounce-
back that equals or even 
slightly exceeds an ear-
lier drop doesn't mean the 
economy has fully recov-
ered. The reason is that the 
rebound comes off a small-

er numerical base. To use 
a simple example: A drop 
from 100 to 70 is a 30% fall. 
Yet a 30% rebound from 70 
gets you only back to 91. 
You'd need a 43% gain to 
get back to 100. 
There are deeper reasons, 
too, for viewing Thursday's 
report on gross domestic 
product with skepticism. 
It reflects huge gains last 
quarter that resulted from 
simply reopening many 
businesses after the virus 
had paralyzed the econo-
my in March and April. 
Since August, the econom-
ic outlook has darkened 
as hiring has slowed. Con-
sumers may spend warily 
during winter. And if the 
rise in COVID cases were 
to cause widespread busi-
ness shutdowns or restric-
tions, the economy would 
struggle to sustain a solid 
recovery. Economists at 
Goldman Sachs have al-
ready slashed their growth 
forecast for the fourth quar-
ter to a 3% annual rate from 
6%. The seven-day rolling 
average for confirmed new 
cases in the U.S. soared 
over the past two weeks 
from 51,161 to 71,832, ac-
cording to Johns Hopkins 
University data, and con-
firmed infections are rising 
in 47 states. 
"The basic reality is that the 

virus remains out of con-
trol, and the risks of social 
and economic activity are 
maybe even higher than in 
the spring," said Aaron So-
journer, a labor economist 
at the University of Minne-
sota. 
Americans are showing 
growing concern about the 
economy. Consumer confi-
dence slipped in October  
after having risen sharply 
in September. Consumers' 
outlook for the economy 
over the next six months 
fell particularly hard, ac-
cording to the Conference 
Board, a business research 
group. 
"There is little to suggest 
that consumers foresee the 
economy gaining momen-
tum in the final months of 
2020, especially with CO-
VID-19 cases on the rise 
and unemployment still 
high," said Lynn Franco, the 
board's senior director of 
economic indicators. 
The pandemic has also 
complicated the job hunt 
for many of the unem-
ployed. One of them is An-
nette Tayama, who lost an 
administrative temp job in 
March. She was fired be-
cause she didn't want to 
return to the office for fear 
of infecting her 16-year old 
son, who was recovering 
from knee surgery. He has 

undergone three surger-
ies this year, including two 
related to a burst appen-
dix, leaving the family with 
$98,000 in medical bills. 
Her husband still has his job 
at a warehouse. And Taya-
ma, who lives near Sacra-
mento, California, at first re-
ceived a $600-a-week job-
less benefit that Congress 
provided in a $2 trillion aid 
package it passed in the 
spring. But the $600 benefit 
expired in July. Tayama's 
state jobless aid of $75 a 
week has also lapsed. As 
a consequence, her family 
has fallen behind on their 
utility bills, and the medical 
debt is in collections. 
Despite 25 years of expe-
rience in office adminis-
trative work, Tayama is 
looking for jobs outside an 
office, with little or no cus-
tomer contact, like delivery 
driving. 
"It's just very scary to go 
back" to an office, she said. 
"I don't want to be in con-
tact with a lot of people."
But finding work may be a 
challenge. Though the un-
employment rate, at 7.9%, 
is down significantly from 
14.7% at the outset of the 
pandemic recession, it is 
still historically high. And 
hiring has slowed for three 
straight months. The econ-
omy is still roughly 10.7 mil-

lion jobs short of recovering 
all the 22 million jobs that 
were lost to the pandemic.
"We bounced off the bot-
tom really aggressively, but 
since then, there is this de-
celeration," said Seth Car-
penter, chief U.S. econo-
mist at UBS. "The big issue is 
not how big the third quar-
ter rebound is, but how fast 
is the next phase of the re-
covery coming?"
Carpenter said he thinks 
growth is slowing to just a 
2.5% annual rate in the cur-
rent quarter, and that the 
economy won't return to 
its pre-pandemic levels of 
output until late next year 
or early 2022. 
The job market may take 
longer to fully recover, Car-
penter said. Millions have 
dropped out of the work 
force and are no longer 
looking for work, artificially 
reducing the unemploy-
ment rate. They includes 
many women who have 
had to leave jobs to care 
for children now attending 
school online from home. 
The proportion of Ameri-
cans who are either work-
ing or looking for work has 
sunk to 61.4%, the lowest 
level since 1976. 
"That's the real measure 
from my perspective as to 
whether we're recovered," 
Carpenter said.q

A passer-by walks past a store closing sign, right, in the window of a department store, Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2020, in Boston. 
Associated Press
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Microsoft says Iranian hackers targeted conference attendees

REDMOND, Wash. (AP) 
— Microsoft says Iranian 
hackers have posed as 

conference organizers in 
Germany and Saudi Ara-
bia in an attempt to break 

into the email accounts of 
"high-profile" people with 
spoofed invitations.
The tech company said 
Wednesday it detected 
attempts by the hacking 
group it calls Phosphorus 
to trick former government 
officials, policy experts and 
academics.
The targets included more 
than 100 prominent people 
invited by the hackers to 
the Munich Security Con-
ference, which is attended 
by world leaders each Feb-
ruary, and the upcoming 
Think 20 Summit, which be-
gins later this week in Saudi 
Arabia but is online-only 
this year. "We believe Phos-
phorus is engaging in these 

attacks for intelligence col-
lection purposes," said Tom 
Burt, Microsoft's security 
chief, in a prepared state-
ment. "The attacks were 
successful in compromis-
ing several victims, includ-
ing former ambassadors 
and other senior policy ex-
perts who help shape glob-
al agendas and foreign 
policies in their respective 
countries."
Microsoft didn't identify the 
nationalities of the people 
targeted. It said the activity 
is unrelated to the upcom-
ing U.S. elections.
Wednesday's announce-
ment refers to the hacking 
group as an "Iranian actor" 
but doesn't explicitly tie it 

to the Iranian government. 
Microsoft calls it Phospho-
rus, while others call it APT35 
or Charming Kitten.
The Redmond, Washington 
tech company has been 
tracking the group since 
2013 and has previously ac-
cused it of trying to snoop 
on activists, journalists, po-
litical dissidents, defense in-
dustry workers and others in 
the Middle East.
Cybersecurity researchers 
have said the group typical-
ly tries to infiltrate a target's 
personal online accounts 
and computer networks by 
luring them into clicking on 
a link to a compromised 
website or opening a mali-
cious attachment.q

In this Nov. 10, 2016, photo, people walk near a Microsoft office 
in New York. 

Associated Press

AP Explains: The rule that made the modern internet
By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
Twenty-six words tucked 
into a 1996 law overhaul-
ing telecommunications 
have allowed companies 
like Facebook, Twitter and 
Google to grow into the gi-
ants they are today.
Those are the words Presi-
dent Donald Trump's ad-
ministration has challenged 
directly via executive or-
der, one that would strip 
those protections if online 
platforms engaged in "edi-
torial decisions." The CEOs 
of the three internet com-
panies face questioning 
Wednesday by the Senate 
Commerce Committee 
about Republican claims 
of anti-conservative bias.
Beyond questioning the 
CEOs, senators are expect-
ed to examine proposals to 
revise long-held legal pro-
tections for online speech, 
an immunity that critics in 
both parties say enables 
the companies to abdi-
cate their responsibility to 
impartially moderate con-
tent.  Under the U.S. law, 
internet companies are 
generally exempt from li-
ability for the material users 
post on their networks. Sec-
tion 230 of the 1996 Com-
munications Decency Act 
— itself part of a broader 
telecom law — provides a 
legal "safe harbor" for inter-
net companies.
But Trump and other poli-

ticians, including Demo-
crats, though for different 
reasons than Republicans 
argue that Twitter, Face-
book and other social me-
dia platforms have abused 
that protection and should 
lose their immunity — or at 
least have to earn it by sat-
isfying requirements set by 
the government.
Section 230 probably can't 
be easily dismantled. But if 
it was, the internet as we 
know it might cease to ex-
ist. 
QUESTION: Just what is Sec-
tion 230? 
ANSWER: If a news site 
falsely calls you a swindler, 
you can sue the publisher 
for libel. But if someone 
posts that on Facebook, 
you can't sue the compa-
ny — just the person who 
posted it.
That's thanks to Section 230, 
which states that "no pro-
vider or user of an interac-
tive computer service shall 
be treated as the publisher 
or speaker of any informa-

tion provided by another 
information content pro-
vider." 
That legal phrase shields 
companies that can host 
trillions of messages from 
being sued into oblivion by 
anyone who feels wronged 
by something someone 
else has posted — whether 
their complaint is legitimate 
or not. The legal interpreta-
tion of section 230 also al-
lows social platforms to 
moderate their services by 
removing posts that, for in-
stance, are obscene or vio-
late the services' own stan-
dards, so long as they are 
acting in "good faith."
QUESTION: Where did Sec-
tion 230 come from?
The measure's history dates 
back to the 1950s, when 
bookstore owners were be-
ing held liable for selling 
books containing "obscen-
ity," which is not protected 
by the First Amendment. 
One case eventually made 
it to the Supreme Court, 
which held that it created 

a "chilling effect" to hold 
someone liable for some-
one else's content. 
That meant plaintiffs had to 
prove that bookstore own-
ers knew they were selling 
obscene books, said Jeff 
Kosseff, the author of "The 
Twenty-Six Words That Cre-
ated the Internet," a book 
about Section 230.
Fast-forward a few de-
cades to when the com-
mercial internet was taking 
off with services like Com-
puServe and Prodigy. Both 
offered online forums, but 
CompuServe chose not to 
moderate its, while Prodigy, 
seeking a family-friendly im-
age, did.
CompuServe was sued over 
that, and the case was dis-
missed. Prodigy, however, 
got in trouble. The judge in 
their case ruled that "they 
exercised editorial con-
trol — so you're more like 
a newspaper than a news-
stand," Kosseff said.
That didn't sit well with poli-
ticians, who worried that 

outcome would discour-
age newly forming internet 
companies from moderat-
ing at all. And Section 230 
was born.
"Today it protects both from 
liability for user posts as well 
as liability for any claims 
for moderating content," 
Kosseff said.
QUESTION: What happens 
if Section 230 is limited or 
goes away?
ANSWER: "I don't think any 
of the social media com-
panies would exist in their 
current forms without Sec-
tion 230," Kosseff said. "They 
have based their business 
models on being large 
platforms for user content."
There are two possible out-
comes. Platforms might get 
more cautious, as Craigslist 
did following the 2018 pas-
sage of a sex-trafficking law 
that carved out an excep-
tion to Section 230 for mate-
rial that "promotes or facili-
tates prostitution." Craigslist 
quickly removed its "per-
sonals" section altogether, 
which wasn't intended to 
facilitate sex work. But the 
company didn't want to 
take any chances. 
"If platforms were not im-
mune under the law, then 
they would not risk the 
legal liability that could 
come with hosting Don-
ald Trump's lies, defama-
tion, and threats," said Kate 
Ruane, senior legislative 
counsel for the American 
Civil Liberties Union.q

This combination of photos shows logos for social media platforms Facebook and Twitter. 
Associated Press
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HEALTH

San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Eagle Tel. 587 9011
San Nicolas:
Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

Special of the week 
Renaissance Suites 
1 br WK # 43 room # 2129
Ground floor Pool/Ocean $3500
call : 630-1307
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com
____________________

Time Share Resales + Realty
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock

For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort
* All inventory available

Visit our website :
www.halleyymetravelaruba.com
For more info call:For more info call:(297) 630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
also visit(new): 

www.halleyadventures.com
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Solution on Page 14

New program allows 
soldiers to innovate from 
the bottom up
By SARAH BLAKE MORGAN 
Associated Press
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
In combat, U.S. Army Maj. 
Evan Adams is a tank offi-
cer responsible for leading 
intricate cavalry and re-
connaissance operations. 
But more than a decade 
ago, he was a graphic 
design major in college, a 
skill he put to use in a new 
Army effort aimed at gath-
ering innovative ideas from 
within.
On Wednesday, the 18th 
Airborne Corps announced 
Adams as the winner of 
their inaugural Dragon In-
novation Challenge. Amid 
government red tape and 
military bureaucracy, the 
"Shark Tank" like competi-
tion hopes to harvest new 
ideas from the bottom up. 
Col. Joseph Buccino, 
spokesman for the 18th Air-
borne Corps, sees this as a 
way of unlocking hidden, 
untapped talent.
"Our soldiers see inefficien-
cies in their daily lives and, 
in many cases, develop so-
lutions," he said.
The challenge plans to ad-
dress various shortcomings 
across the Army. Soldiers 
have submitted ideas to 
an online platform detail-
ing solutions for tackling 
issues such as unit morale, 
ammunition storage and 
the behavioral health pro-
vider shortage.
The first round of the com-
petition asked soldiers to 
address the challenges as-
sociated with training and 

shooting ranges on base. 
The current software used 
to do so is more than a de-
cade old. 
Of 84 initial submissions, Ad-
ams' idea for a mobile ap-
plication to schedule and 

manage gun ranges and 
land on Army installations 
across the country in real 
time took the top spot. q

U.S. Army Maj. Evan Adams 
pitches his idea of a new mo-
bile app to manage training 
areas on bases in real time on 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2020, at Fort 
Campbell, Ky. 

Associated Press
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Entertainers discuss disability representation in Hollywood
By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer
It's an old cliche that if an 
actor wants to win an Os-
car, he or she should con-
sider playing a character 
with a disability. And it's not 
entirely unfounded advice: 
61 actors have been nomi-
nated for playing a char-
acter with a disability and 
27 have walked away win-
ners. But only two of those 
actors actually had a dis-
ability — Marlee Matlin in 
"Children of a Lesser God" 
and Harold Russell in "The 
Best Years of Our Lives."
That's just one of the things 
that needs to change, 
according to a group 
of entertainment indus-
try professionals with dis-
abilities including actors 
Danny Woodburn, "A Qui-
et Place's" Millicent Sim-
monds and "Peanut Butter 
Falcon's" Zack Gottsagen. 
They and other creatives 
with disabilities, from direc-
tors to VFX artists, spoke 
about the state of repre-
sentation in front of and 
behind the camera in series 
of virtual panels organized 
by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
that debuted Monday 
night. The panels, funded in 
part by a grant from the Ru-
derman Family Foundation, 
coincides with the 30th an-
niversary year of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. "It 
would be really helpful to 
have a disabled (Disney) 

princess," said actor and 
comedian Maysoon Zayid, 
who has cerebral palsy.
Zayid noted that people 
with visible and invisible 
disabilities make up about 
20% of the American popu-
lation but a miniscule num-
ber of characters on televi-
sion and in film. 
"The message being sent 
out to disabled kids is you 
do not belong in this world," 
Zayid said. "People with 
disabilities face enormous 
amounts of bullying, vio-
lence and discrimination. 
Positive images of disability 
can stop that."
Part of that is casting ac-
tors with disabilities to play 
characters with disabilities. 
Simmonds, who is deaf, 
said she's had to go up 
against non-disabled ac-
tors for disabled roles. She 
recalled that her "A Quiet 
Place" director John Kra-

sinski had to fight to cast a 
deaf actor and that pro-
ducers wanted someone 
who was hearing. 
"Deaf roles should be 
played by deaf actors," she 
said through an interpreter. 
At times she's even taken 
it a step forward to advo-
cate for herself.
"I'm not above calling di-
rectors or producers and 
suggesting that they have 
a deaf actress for a partic-
ular role," she said.
But another part of the 
equation is giving actors 
rich and nuanced sto-
rylines that go beyond the 
three they usually get: "'You 
can't love me because I'm 
disabled,' 'heal me' or 'kill 
me,'" said Zayid.
Woodburn, who has dwarf-
ism, remembers watching 
actors like Michael Dunn 
when he was young and 
seeing only stereotypes 

and tropes like the "sad lit-
tle man" or the "devious lit-
tle man" and storylines that 
were the same.
There is also the issue of 
working and how produc-
tions can be more accom-
modating to people with 
disabilities both on screen 
and behind the scenes. 
Many noted that they don't 
want to ask for special ac-
commodations. 
"Adam Sandler saw and 
said, 'What is happening? 
Make her trailer acces-
sible!" I said I didn't want to 
be high maintenance," she 
said. 
"He said 'look around, we're 
in Hollywood.'"
Jim LeBrecht, who directed 
the Netflix documentary 
"Crip Camp," said it could 
help if the industry re-
thought its own barriers to 
entry, like starting as a pro-
duction assistant who has 

to carry 14 cups of coffee 
and work 20 hour days to 
get a foot in the door. 
"Instead of asking what you 
won't be able to do, ask is 
there anything I can do to 
help you do the best work 
you can," LeBrecht said. 
"None of us got to your 
door by being oversensi-
tive and mad at every-
body...we are comfortable 
with our disability."
VFX supervisor Kaitlyn Yang 
said that people with dis-
abilities can be particularly 
effective in post-produc-
tion roles. She's also found 
a silver-lining in the video 
conferencing realities of 
COVID-era filmmaking: 
She doesn't have to won-
der now if she should ad-
dress her wheelchair.
"Video conferencing is 
taking away the uncom-
fortableness that people 
might have if I were to take 
a meeting and roll into the 
conference room," Yang 
said. "It puts us on an equal 
playing field." 
Talent manager Eryn 
Brown hopes that disability 
representation reach the 
same level of discussion as 
LGBTQ and racial and eth-
nic diversity. She said the 
ingrained stigma around 
it has even made her reti-
cent to discuss it with her 
clients. 
"A raised awareness in this 
moment of cultural reck-
oning is imperative," Brown 
said. "Anyone at any mo-
ment can become dis-
abled so it's in everyone's 
best interests in the world 
to be accommodating."
The film academy, which 
puts on the Oscars, has 
been working to increase 
diversity in its own ranks 
and in the industry and 
recently set inclusion stan-
dards for best picture nom-
inees. q

In this combination photo, Marlee Matlin, from left, arrives at the 38th Annual Daytime Emmy 
Awards on June 19th, 2011 in Las Vegas, Millicent Simmonds arrives at the 24th annual Critics' 
Choice Awards on Jan. 13, 2019, in Santa Monica, Calif., Danny Woodburn attends the premiere 
of "Dead Ant" on Oct. 10, 2017, in Los Angeles and Maysoon Zayid attends the Women's Media 
Awards on Oct. 22, 2019, in New York. 
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Questlove’s quest: 
To find woman who 
bought him a turntable
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 
Ahmir Thompson, founder 
of The Roots and drum-
mer for the "Tonight Show" 
band, wants to find the 
kind stranger who bought 
him a turntable and sev-
eral records at the tender 
age of 5.
Thompson — better known 
as Questlove — posted 
on social media that he 
was traveling with his par-
ents, who made their liv-
ing playing gigs, when he 
made friends with "Ellie" in 
1976 in Portland, Maine.

"Being the irresistible cat 
that I was, I talked an old-
er woman named Ellie into 
buying me a stereo and a 
record collection," Quest-
love posted on Facebook  
and Instagram.
Ellie wrote the youngster's 
order on a napkin: "Bad 
Blood" by Neil Sedaka, 
"Dance With Me" by Rufus, 
and the Jackson 5. 
"I knew talking to strangers 
was a no-no, but my in-
stincts paid off," he wrote.
His parents were upset 
that he'd been chatting 

up a stranger when El-
lie returned the next day 
bearing gifts. 
But he says his new friend 
told his parents "please 

don't have him get in 
trouble on my behalf!! 
He's so cute of course I 
wanted to start his record 
collection!!!"q

Questlove arrives at the Oscars on Sunday, Feb. 24, 2019, at 
the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles.

Associated Press
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Fitting finale: Dodgers win title, Turner tests positive
By STEPHEN HAWKINS 
AP Baseball Writer
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 
— No large dogpile, no 
champagne and a mask 
on nearly every face — 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
celebrated their first World 
Series title since 1988 in a 
manner no one could have 
imagined prior to the coro-
navirus pandemic.
They started the party with-
out Justin Turner, too, after 
their red-headed star re-
ceived word of a positive 
COVID-19 test in the middle 
of their clinching victory.
Turner was removed from 
Los Angeles' 3-1 win over the 
Tampa Bay Rays in Game 
6 on Tuesday night after 
registering Major League 
Baseball's first positive test 
in 59 days. He wasn't on the 
field initially as the Dodgers 
enjoyed the spoils of a title 
earned during a most un-
usual season.
He returned to the dia-
mond about an hour after 
the game, hugging long-
time teammate Clayton 
Kershaw and sitting front-
and-center for a team 
photo next to manager 
Dave Roberts with his mask 
pulled down under his 
bushy beard. 
"Thanks to everyone reach-
ing out!" Turner said on 
Twitter. "I feel great, no 
symptoms at all. Just expe-
rienced every emotion you 
can possibly imagine. Can't 
believe I couldn't be out 
there to celebrate with my 
guys! So proud of this team 
& unbelievably happy for 
the City of LA."
Major League Baseball in-
sulated postseason teams 
in neutral-site bubbles after 
traveling them across the 
country during a shortened 
60-game season. Turner 
was the first player since 
the playoffs began to be 
flagged for the coronavi-
rus.
MLB received Turner's 
Monday sample from the 
Sports Medicine Research 
and Testing Laboratory in 
Utah in the bottom of the 
second inning, when lab 
president Dr. Daniel Eich-
ner called deputy com-
missioner Dan Halem, who 
was in New York, a person 
familiar with the call said, 
speaking to The Associ-

ated Press on condition of 
anonymity because details 
were not released. Eichner 
told Halem the result was 
inconclusive. MLB receives 
many inconclusive results, 
so Halem told Eichner to run 
Tuesday's pregame sam-
ple from Turner. That result 
came back positive in the 
sixth inning, the person said. 
Halem called Chris Young, 
MLB's senior vice president 
of baseball operations, 
who was in Manfred's box 
at Globe Life Field, then 
called Dodgers president 
of baseball operations An-
drew Friedman. He notified 
the dugout or clubhouse, 
and Turner was removed 
from the game after the 
seventh inning.
"It was obviously a really un-
fortunate endpoint of this 
incredible series and defi-
nitely affected some of the 
joy of winning just because 
of what JT has meant to us," 
Friedman said.
When asked about what 
happened after the game, 
Friedman said Turner want-
ed to take a picture with 
the trophy. Friedman stat-
ed several times that those 
around Turner had previ-
ously been in close contact 
and said the team would 
take another round of tests 
before determining when 
to leave Texas. 
"Now the subsequent tests 
we're going to take are re-
ally important," Friedman 
said. 
The 35-year-old Turner has 
been a staple in the Dodg-
ers' lineup for seven of their 
eight consecutive NL West 
titles. A late-blooming slug-
ger who helped reshape 
the game by succeeding 
with an upper-cut swing, 
Turner is LA's career leader 
with 12 postseason home 
runs, including a pair in this 
Series, in which he hit .364 
and also played stellar de-
fense.
"It's gut-wrenching," World 
Series MVP Corey Sea-
ger said. "If I could switch 
places with him right now, 
I would. That's just not right."
"We're not excluding him 
from anything," teammate 
Mookie Betts said. 
Commissioner Rob Man-
fred confirmed Turner's 
positive test moments after 
presenting the World Se-

ries trophy to Los Angeles 
— a jarring reminder of all 
that's been different in this 
season where the perenni-
ally favored Dodgers finally 
broke through. 
The end of a frustrating 
championship drought 
for LA — and perhaps just 
the start for Betts and the 
Dodgers, whose seventh 
World Series title was their 
sixth since leaving Brooklyn 
for the West Coast in 1958. 
"I had a crazy feeling that 
came to fruition," Rob-
erts said. "It's just a special 
group of players, organiza-

tion, all that we've kind of 
overcome."
Betts bolted from third for 
the go-ahead run on Sea-
ger's grounder in the sixth, 
even with the infield play-
ing in, then had a punctu-
ating homer leading off the 
eighth.
"It was absolutely phe-
nomenal. This team was 
incredible," said Seager, 
also the NLCS MVP who set 
franchise records with his 
eight homers and 20 RBIs 
this postseason. "We were 
ready to go as soon as the 
bell was called. Once it 
did, we kept rolling."
Kershaw was warming in 
the bullpen when Julio Urías 
struck out Willy Adames to 
end it and ran alongside 
teammates to celebrate in 
the infield, later joined by 
family who had been in the 
bubble with them in North 
Texas. 
Players were handed face 
masks as they gathered, 
although many of their em-
braces came mask-free 
even after Turner's positive 
test.

The Dodgers had played 
5,014 regular-season 
games and were in their 
114th postseason game 
since Orel Hershiser struck 
out Oakland's Tony Phillips 
for the final out of the World 
Series in 1988, the same 
year Kershaw — the three-
time NL Cy Young Award 
winner who won Games 1 
and 5 of this Series — was 
born in nearby Dallas. 
Los Angeles had come up 
short in the World Series 
twice in the previous three 
years. Betts was on the oth-
er side two years ago and 

homered in the clinching 
Game 5 for the Boston Red 
Sox, who before this season 
traded the 2018 AL MVP 
to the Dodgers. They later 
gave him a $365 million, 12-
year deal that goes until he 
turns 40 in 2032. 
Betts' 3.2-second sprint 
home was just enough to 
beat the throw by first base-
man Ji-Man Choi, pushing 
Los Angeles ahead 2-1 mo-
ments after Rays manager 
Kevin Cash pulled ace left-
hander Blake Snell despite 
a dominant performance 
over 5 1/3 innings.
"It was kind of like a sigh 
of relief," Betts said. "It was 
the Cy Young Snell that 
pitched tonight."
Snell struck out nine — in-
cluding the first time all 
season that Betts, Seager 
and Turner each struck 
out in their first two at-bats. 
But the 2018 AL Cy Young 
Award winner didn't see 
the top three batters for the 
Dodgers again.
"The only motive was the 
lineup the Dodgers feature 
is as potent as any team 

in the league," Cash said. 
"Mookie coming around 
for the third time through, I 
value that. I totally respect 
and understand the ques-
tions that come with it. 
They're not easy decisions."
Randy Arozarena, the pow-
erful Tampa Bay rookie, 
extended his postseason 
record with his 10th homer 
in the first off rookie right-
hander Tony Gonsolin, the 
first of seven Dodgers pitch-
ers. The Rays never got an-
other runner past second 
base as LA's bullpen gave 
reliever-reliant Tampa Bay 
a taste of its own medicine 
while allowing only two hits 
and no walks over 7 1/3 in-
nings.
About 2 1/2 weeks after the 
Lakers won the NBA title 
while finishing their season 
in the NBA bubble in Or-
lando, Florida, the Dodgers 
gave Los Angeles another 
championship. 
The MLB season didn't start 
until late July and was ab-
breviated for the shortest 
regular season since 1878. 
The expanded postseason, 
with 16 teams making it in-
stead of 10, ended when 
Urías got the last two outs 
on called third strikes, with 
catcher Austin Barnes stuff-
ing the last pitch in his back 
pocket. The Rays had 16 Ks 
and the Dodgers 11, the 
most combined strikeouts 
in a nine-inning World Series 
game.
Chants of "M-V-P!, M-V-
P!" broke out when Betts 
hit his double in the sixth 
off reliever Nick Anderson, 
who allowed runs in seven 
consecutive relief appear-
ances, the longest streak in 
MLB postseason history. 
Those chants got even 
louder — even with the a 
limited crowd of 11,437 — 
when Betts went deep on 
an 0-2 pitch by hard-throw-
ing right-hander Pete Fair-
banks.
There were plenty of fans 
in Dodgers blue at the 
new $1.2 billion home of 
the Texas Rangers, the sta-
dium with the retractable 
roof where they played 16 
games over three weeks. 
And the roof was closed 
for the final one, with misty 
conditions and a game-
time temperature of 39 de-
grees outside.q

Los Angeles Dodgers manager Dave Roberts and third baseman 
Justin Turner pose for a group picture after the Dodgers defeat-
ed the Tampa Bay Rays 3-1 in Game 6 to win the baseball World 
Series, Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2020, in Arlington, Texas.
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Roglic wins 8th stage of Vuelta, closes gap to Carapaz

ALTO DE MONCALVILLO, 
Spain (AP) — Defending 

champion Primoz Roglic 
made a strong attack on 

the demanding final climb 
to win the eighth stage 
of the Spanish Vuelta on 
Wednesday, closing the 
gap to overall leader Rich-
ard Carapaz.
Roglic finished 13 seconds 
in front of Carapaz on the 
164-kilometer (102-mile) 
stage from Logroño to the 
Alto de Moncalvillo. 
"It was a boring slow start 
but then the pace went 
up and it was super hard 
and fast after the second 
last climb," Roglic said. "If 
there's an opportunity, I 
take it. 
Luckily I had the legs and 
I'm happy to win. It's also 

nice to get some time back 
but most of all it's just nice 
to win the race."
The Jumbo-Visma rider 
moved from fourth to sec-
ond in the overall stand-
ings, closing to within 13 
seconds of Carapaz, who 
rides for Ineos. 
"It's been a very animated 
stage and we've seen a 
strong Roglic, but we're still 
in the fight," Carapaz said. 
"The truth is this duel has 
been quite nice and it 
motivates me because it 
makes it more for an excit-
ing race, mostly for the fans 
but also for us with the level 
we're riding at. It seems like 

we have a couple of easier 
days ahead of us but we're 
racing and we don't know 
what's coming."
Dan Martin, of team Israel 
Start-Up Nation, was third 
on Wednesday and is also 
third overall, 28 seconds off 
the lead. 
On Thursday, riders will face 
a flat 157-kilometer (97-
mile) stage that will favor 
the sprinters.
The Vuelta is taking place 
amid tight health restric-
tions as Spain endures a 
surge in coronavirus cases. 
The race was postponed 
from earlier in the year be-
cause of the pandemic.q

Jumbo's Primoz Roglic, celebrates after winning the eight stage 
of La Vuelta between Logrono and Alto de Moncalvillo, in 
Logrono, northern Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2020.
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Breeders’ Cup Classic may feature Triple Crown race winners
By BETH HARRIS 
AP Racing Writer
Kentucky Derby winner 
Authentic heads a field of 
11 horses, possibly includ-
ing filly and Preakness win-
ner Swiss Skydiver against 
males, for the Breeders' 
Cup Classic, with trainer 
Bob Baffert entering three 
horses in the $6 million race 
that includes Belmont win-
ner Tiz the Law.
Besides Authentic, sec-
ond to Swiss Skydiver in the 
Preakness, Baffert has Im-
probable and Maximum 
Security in the 1 1/4-mile 
Classic at Keeneland in 
Lexington, Kentucky. The 
Hall of Fame trainer has 
won the race a record 
three times.
Baffert is glad horse racing 
is getting to stage its world 
championships in a year 
where sports have been 
turned upside down by the 
coronavirus. When the pan-
demic struck in mid-March, 
racing was shut down in 
hard-hit California.
"It was looking so gloomy. 
I feel really fortunate that 
we got to reopen and this 
is happening," Baffert said. 
"Don't complain and just 
enjoy that we're running. 
That's one thing I learned 
from it."
Baffert is the all-time leader 
among trainers in Breeders' 
Cup earnings with over $30 
million. He's currently under 
the microscope for multiple 
positive drug tests involving 
some of his horses, includ-
ing filly Gamine, who is pre-

entered in the $1 million Filly 
& Mare Sprint. 
The Classic field was among 
a total of 201 horses pre-en-
tered Wednesday for the 
$28 million, 14-race world 
championships on Nov. 6-7. 
"What I love about the 
Breeders' Cup is it's all 
about the best horses and 
best jockeys," Baffert said.
Swiss Skydiver is also pre-
entered in the Distaff, for 
which she is first preference 
to run against her own gen-
der. 
"That's the first logi-
cal choice," trainer Ken 
McPeek said of the Dis-
taff. "It isn't a decision set in 
stone yet. We're not going 
to rule out the other race." 

McPeek said he likes his filly 
at the Classic distance of 
1 1/4 miles and noted she 
would receive a break in 
the weights in that race. 
In the 1 1/8-mile Distaff, 
Monomoy Girl is expected 
to be the heavy favorite.
Swiss Skydiver has five grad-
ed stakes wins at as many 
different tracks. She de-
feated males in the Preak-
ness on Oct. 3. If Swiss Sky-
diver runs in the Classic, she 
would try to become the 
first female to win the race 
since superstar Zenyatta 
did so 11 years ago.
"She's just a real tough filly. 
It seems every race she 
seems to keep coming at 
them stronger and stron-

ger," McPeek said. 
Tiz the Law won the Bel-
mont, which opened this 
year's reconfigured Triple 
Crown, and then finished 
second to Authentic in the 
Kentucky Derby for his lone 
defeat this year.
Others entered in the Clas-
sic are: By My Standards, 
Global Campaign, Higher 
Power, Tacitus, Title Ready, 
and Tom's d'Etat.
"It looks like a tremendous 
race," said Jack Knowlton, 
owner of Tiz the Law. "Just 
about everyone recog-
nizes there's not an awful 
lot that's going to separate 
the top horses."
In the $2 million Juvenile, 
whose winner is tabbed as 

the winter Kentucky Derby 
favorite, 14 were pre-en-
tered. 
Steve Asmussen, McPeek 
and Dale Romans each 
have two entries; Baffert 
and Todd Pletcher have 
one each. 
Keeneland is hosting the 
richest two days in North 
American racing for a sec-
ond time. As it was with the 
Triple Crown races, no fans 
will be allowed on site be-
cause of the coronavirus.
Trainer John Gosden will 
send his best horses, but 
the 69-year-old Brit will stay 
home.
"With everything going on, 
I've got a lot to run here," 
he said. "It's been a bit of a 
nightmare year."
A total of 39 foreign horses 
were pre-entered. Trainer 
Aidan O'Brien is bringing 10 
horses from Ireland, which 
imposed a 14-day quaran-
tine on incoming visitors. 
"The Breeders' Cup is the 
championship race of the 
whole season worldwide," 
O'Brien said. "Very impor-
tant for everyone to keep 
making a living." 
O'Brien has two pre-entries 
in the $4 million Turf: Magi-
cal and Mogul. He's won 
the race six times.
Final entries and the post-
position draw will be Mon-
day.
The world championships 
will open with five races for 
juveniles in what's billed as 
Future Stars Friday on Nov. 
6, followed by nine races 
on Nov. 7.q

In this June 20, 2020, file photo, Tiz the Law, center, with jockey Manny Franco up, crosses the finish 
line to win the 152nd running of the Belmont Stakes horse race at Belmont Park in Elmont, N.Y. 
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